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Advertifement. 


TH  E  Compilers  of  this  Work  intend e 
to  have  made  a  Particular  Index  to  each 
Volume;  But,  by  the  Advice  of  feveral  Learned 
Gentlemen,  they  have  determined  to  comprize 
the  Whole,  in  a  General  one,  at  the  End  of  the 
Lajl, — Since  hereby  the  Reader  will  fee,  at  one 
View,  a  Reference  to  every  remarkable  Tranf- 
a£tion  relating  to  Religion ,  Prerogative,  Liber- 
ty, Privileges,  Elections,  Trade,  Grievances^ 
Taxes,  Sc.  And,  alfo,  by  looking  for  the  Name 
of  any  particular  Perfon,  may  form  a  better 
Idea  of  his  Conduct  in  Parliament,  through  the 
various  Turns  and  Revolutions  of  State. 
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PREFACE. 

TH  E  general  Neglect  of  all  our  HiJlorianst 
in  regard  to  the  Proceedings  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  may  be  juflly  ftyled  the  Conjlitu- 
tional  Hiftory  of  England,  firft  gave  Rife  to  this 
Attempt;  Thefe  Writers  are  fo  engaged  in  dis- 
playing the  Accounts  of  Battles,  Sieges,  and 
other  linking  Tranfactions  of  War,  Abroad; 
that  they  feem,  intirely,  to  have  forgot  the  57- 
news  of  it,  the  Railing  of  Supplies  by  Parliament, 
at  Home,  according  as  the  different  Exigencies 
of  the  State  required. 

This  great  Omifiion  induced  fcveral  Gentle- 
men, fome  Years  finee,  to  begin  to  collect  pro- 
per Materials  for  an  Authentic  Hi/lory  of  the 
Proceedings  of  Parliament,  from  the  earlieft 
Times, 

The  firft  Step  necefTary,  herein,  was,  a  dili- 
gent Examination  of  the  Records,  the  Parlia- 
ment-Rolls, the  Journals  of  both  Houfes,  and 
Public  Libraries. — The  tracing  out  fuch  Parti- 
culars as  were  to  the  Purpofe  in  the  Firft,  was 
undertaken  by  the  late  Mr.  George  Holmes,  De- 
puty-Keeper of  the  Records  in  the  Tower,  who 
generoufly  offered  his  Service  therein.  The 
Lords  Journals,  the  Parliament- Rolls,  and  Ry- 
mers  Fcsdera  have  all  been  carefully  examined 

a  3  by 


by  fomc  Gentlemen  well  acquainted  with  Eitglifo 
Hiflory  ;  who  chufe  rather  to  defer ve  well  of  the 
Public,  than  to  receive  their  Thanks. — From  all 
thefe  have  been  extracted  fo  great  a  Variety  of 
Tranfadions,  hitherto  unknown,  as  Ts  really  a- 
mazing.  Every  Writer  of  Englijh  Hiftory,  ex- 
oept  Bifhop  Burnet^  has  entirely  neglected  the 
Lords  Journals :  And  even  that  learned  Prelate, 
who  had  Liberty  given  him  to  fearch  therein  for 
Materials,  feems  only  to  have  cur  for  Hy  dipp'd  in- 
to them.— Whether  the  huge  Number  of  Volumes 
deterred  his  Lord  {hip,  or  the  Difficulty  of  pro- 
curing them,  prevented  other  Writers,  we  know 
not  £  But  the  Publication  of  this  Work  will  de- 
mon ftrably  prove j  that  thefe  great  Authorities, 
have,  hitherto,  been  either  wholly  omitted ;  or, 
at  moil,  but  flightly  palled  over. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  having,  a  few  Years 
fince,  ordered  their  Journals  to  be  printed  ;  a  Set 
of  thefe  were  (applied  by  an  honourable  Member 
of  the  prefent  Parliament :  And  it  would  be  the 
higheft  Injuttice  not  to  acknowledge  the  great 
Care  and  Accuracy  obferved  in  the  noble  Edition 
of  that  Work. 

The  Pubhc Libraries,  and  particularly  the  Cof* 
have  furnii'hed  Abundance  of  Materials  for 
our  Purpofe,   which  are  omitted  even  in  the 
Journals  of  both  Houfcs.    Many  original  Manu- 
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fcripts,  and  fcarce  Pamphlets,  have  alfo  bee 
communicated  by  private  Gentlemen :  But  the 
public  Sale  of  the  Harleyan  and  other  Libraries 
belonging  to  ancient  Families,  have  fupplied  a 
Variety  not  to  be  exprened. 

In  a  Work  of  this  Nature,  the  greater!:  Impar- 
tiality is  juftly  required  ;  and  the  Compilers  per- 
luade  themfeives  the  Event  will  mew,  that  it  has 
been  as  ftriftly  obferved,  A  few  Hints  of  the 
Method  taken  herein  may  not  be  improper.  In 
the  earlier  Times,  the  Work  is  chiefly  compiled 
from  the  Records ,  the  Parliament- Rolls,  and  the 
moft  reputable  ancient  Writers  of  Englijh  Hiilory : 
In  the  Reign  of  Henry  VIII,  the  Lords 
Journals  begin ;  and,  under  Edward  VI,  thofe 
of  the  Commons,,  The  Reigns  of  the  fucceeding 
Princes,  to  that  of  Charles  I.  have  been  written 
by  Cotemporaries.  From  the  Time,  therefore, 
of  the  Commencement  of  the  Journals  of  either 
Houfe,  this  Work  may  be  faid  to  be,  if  nothing 
more,  A  Faithful  Abridgement  of  thofe  undoubted 
Authorities* 

From  the  latter  End  of  King  James,  to  the 
Death  of  his  Son  Charles  I,  Whitlocke,  Clarendon, 
and  Ru/hiwrtb  (cotemporary  Hiftorians)  have, 
been  confulted  :  The  Firft  of  thefe  is  very  exafc, 
the  Second,  much  lels  fo;  and  as  to  the  Latter, 
we  are  forry  to  fay  the  Public  have  not  fo  many 
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Obligations  to  that  Gentleman's  CdltBiom*  as 
hath  been  generally  imagined, — For  Inftancc,  one 
among  many — An  Addrefs  of  Parliament,  enter- 
ed in  the  Lords  Journals^  being  collated  with  the 
printed  Copy  of  Mr.  Rujhivortb,  men  Variations 
and  O millions  appeared,  as  were  aftoniftiing.  That 
thefe  Dlfcoveries  were  never  made  before,  muft 
be  owing,  either  to  the  Difficulty  of  coming  at 
the  Journals,  or  the  Trouble  of  fearching  them  ; 
for  Party- Zeal  would  not,  other  wife,  have  fuffer- 
ed  fuch  Miftakes  to  have  been  fo  long  buried 
in  Silence.  However,  upon  this  Infight,  it  was 
thought  neceffary  to  collate  all  the  King's  Speeches, 
Meflages,  and  Declarations ;  as  alio  the  feveral 
AddrefTes,  Rernonflrances,  Speeches,  &c.  in  each 
Houfe,  (as  printed  in  Rufimorth)  with  the  Jour- 
nals, and  feveral  original  Mamifcripts  and  Pam- 
phlets of  the  Times  i  And  this  has  been  done, 
accordingly,  with  the  greatefl  Care  and  Exacl- 
nefs.— Hereby  many  Omifllons  have  been  fuppli- 
ed,  and  obfcure  Paffages  restored :  But,  at 
the  fame  Time,  to  do  Mr,  Rufhworth  Juflice, 
his  Text  is  added  by  way  of  Note, 

The  References  made  to  Ads  of  Parliament, 
and  the  Year- Books,  and  other  Quotations,  in 
the  feveral  Speeches  and  Arguments,  have  all 
been  carefully  examined  by  an  eminent  Barrifter 
at  Law. — The  mod  remarkable  Statutes  in  every 
Seffion  of  Parliament  are  taken  Notice  of  j  and 

the 
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the  State  of  the  Peerage  given  in  every  Reigri ; 
as  alfo  a  general  Lift  of  the  Taxes  raifed,  and  the 
Price  of  Provifions,  by  which  the  Reader  will  be 
better  enabled  to  form  fbme  kind  of  Judgment  of 
the  Value  of  Money  in  each  Reign. 

Upon  the  Whole,  nothing  in  the  Courfe  of 
this  Work,  is  laid  down  without  proper  Authori- 
ty, which  is  always  referred  to  in  the  Margin, 
The  modern  Spelling  is  followed  throughout,  ex- 
cept in  fome  In  fiances,  wherein  the  original 
Orthography  is  prefer ved,  merely  to  (hew  the  dif- 
ferent Changes  of  our  Language  in  the  feverai 
fucceffive  Ages, 

After  all  this,  the  Compilers  thought  it  their 
Duty  to  fubmit  the  Copy  to  the  Examination  of 
ibme  Peers  of  the  Realm,  feverai  Members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  other  Gentlemen  well 
verfed  in  the  Laws  and  Confutations  of  their 
Country  5  who  were  pleafed  to  approve  the  De* 

By  thefe  Inquiries,  the  young  Nobility  and 
Gentry  of  this  Kingdom  will  be  better  inflrucled 
in  the  Conflitutional  Part  of  it ;  and,  confequent- 
ly,  more  enabled  to  ferve  their  Country  in  Parlia- 
ment :  Since  they  will  fee,  at  one  View,  all  the 

Difputes 
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Difputcs  that  have  ever  happened  here,  about  the 
Prerogative  of  the  Crownt  and  the  Liberty  of  the 
&u&je&.~* The  Gentlemen  of  the  Long  Robe  will 
meet  with  enough  for  their  Speculation ;  and, 
perhaps,  Improvement  in  their  Profeffion  }  many 
Parliamentary  Cafes,  Precedents,  and  Trials  fal- 
ling in  the  Series  of  this  Work,  never  before 
printed. —  And,  even,  the  Clergy  will  find  that  a 
great  deal  of  Church- Hiftory  is  neceflarily  inter- 
woven in  it. 

The  First  Volume  begins  with  the  ConqueJ}^ 
and  ends  with  the  Depofal  of  Richard  II* 

The  Second  extends  from  the  Acceflion  of 
Hairy  IV.  to  the  Death  at  Henry  VII. 

The  Third  begins  with  the  Reign  of  Henry 
VIII,  and  comes  down  to  the  breaking  out  of 
the  French  War,  $to  Elizabeth, 

The  Fourth  finiflies  the  Reign  of  Elizabeth, 

The  Fifth  begins  with  the  Acceflion  of 
James  I.  and  ends  with  the  zoth  Year  of  his  Reign. 

The  Sixth,  Seventh  and  Eighth,  conti- 
nue the  Work  to  the  Meeting  of  the  Parliament, 

November 
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November  3,  1640.  the  Proceedings  whereof  will 
begin  our  Ninth  Volume.— And  here  we  enter 
upon  the  Hiftory  of  a  Parliament  of  fo  long* 
Duration,  and  fo  plentifully  ftored  with  Materials 
on  both  Sides  of  the  Qucftion,  that  to  pu birth 
every  Thing  would  fatiate  the  greedieft  Appetite 
for  Hiftory :  Many  Things,  therefore,  mud  be 
omitted  on  account  of  their  Prolixity  \  and  yet  we 
will  venture  to  affirm  that  nothing  of  Moment, 
on  either  Side  the  Queftion,  will  be  wanting  to 
fet  forth  thefe  diftra&ed  Times  in  a  proper  Light, 
But  where  we  meet  with  Trials,  or  other  Mat- 
ters of  too  great  a  Length,  and  fuch  as  are  print- 
ed fingly,  or  in  the  State  Trials  (which  are  in 
every  Body's  Hands,)  a  fuccindt  Account  of  them, 
only,  may  be  thought  fufficient. 

We  mail  not  trouble  the  Reader,  or  ourfelves, 
in  giving  the  Sentiments  of  any  Writer  fince  the 
Re/loraticnt  on  Matters  happening  in  thefe  Times ; 
though  the  Cotemporary  Hiftorians  cannot  be 
omitted  ;  efpecially  on  Affairs  purely  Parliamenta- 
ry. But  of  the  Civil  War  itfelf,  the  Battles, 
Sieges,  and  other  bloody  Tranfactions  of  it,  we 
(hall  take  no  further  Notice,  than  juft  to  men- 
tion the  mod  remarkable  of  them,  in  order  to 
keep  up  a  proper  Connexion. 


This 
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•  Tkn  Part  of  thV  Work  will  be  publiftcd  *ith 
afl  the  Expedition >  thaU  the  Care  and  Accuracy* 
f*ce&rity  therein  paired,  will  stdradt. .  : 


THE 

Parliamentary  HISTORY 
O  F 

ENGLAND. 


ARLIAMENTS  are,  without  all  of  the  Origin 
doubt,  of  very  ancient  Extraction ;  but,  J^^,  °f 


to  fix  the  Time  cf  their  Beginning  in 
this  Kingdom,  is  a  Matter  attended  with 
fo  many  Difficulties,  that  it  may  be  cal- 
led Folly  or  Madnefs  in  any  Writer  to 
attempt  it.  Neverthelefs,  We  take  it  to  be  necefiary 
to  fay  fomewhai  relating  to  this  intricate  Subject ;  though; 
what  we  {hall  write,  as  it  will  not  be  very  pleafing  to 
ourfelves,  fo  we  cannot  apprehend  that  it  will  give 
much  Satisfaftion  to  our  Readers. 

The  very  Word  Parliament,  or  rather  J&arlte 
merit,  is,  in  its  Derivation,  as  perplexing  as  the  for- 
mer ;  and  the  very  belt  Etymologifts  differ  ftrangely  in 
Their  Opinions  about  it.  We  fhall  not  endeavour  to 
amufe  our  Readers  with  their  various  Conjectures  ; 
Who  will,  may  confult  Francifius  Junius  Skinner,  Gould' 
man,  and  Others,  who  have  publilhed  large  Dictionaries 
in  that  Science  5  to  us  it  ieems  that  the  Word  is  certain- 
Vql.  I.  A  )y 
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ly  of  French  or  Norman  Extraction  (a) ;  and  by  that  we 
may  be  led  to  fuppofe  that  the  Origin  of  thefe  Aflem- 
blies,  in  this  Mand,  is  owing  to  the  ancient  Cuftoms  in 
France*  fome  Centuries  before  our  Conquefl  (b)* 

If  the  Grecian  and  Roman  Senates,  the  Druid  and  Gau- 
Mb  Affemblies,  and,  particularly,  our  own  Saxon  Gemots* 
iVuten-Gemots,  or  Jf  Olkmotf0,  bore  any  AUufion  to  our 
prefent  Parliaments,  as  the  Republican  Writers  do  af- 
ferr,  the  Source  of  them  runs  very  high  indeed.  Mr 
Pry nne,  in  his  Sovereign  Power  of  Parliament  sy  tells  us, 
*  That  it  is  apparent  from  all  Precedents,  before  the 
Conquefl,  that  our  Priftine  Synods  and  Councils  were 
nothing  elfe  but  Parliaments  ;  that  our  Kings,  Noble?, 
Senators,  Wife  men,  Knights  and  Commons  (we  cannot 
help  obferving  thai  he  omits  Biflwps,  though  they  were 
moft  certainly  a  Part  of  the  Conftitution  as  ancient  as 
any)  were  ufually  prefent,  and  voted  in  them  as  Mem- 
bers and  Judges.  Mr  Camden,  Sir  Henry  Spelnian, 
with  other  Writers,  alio,  who  were  no  Republicans, 
go  a  great  Way  to  prove  the  Commons  to  have  born  a 
Part  in  Parliament  in  the  Times  of  the  Saxons  ;  but 
they  do  not  fay  that  they  were  called  by  that  Name, 
or  elected  as  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgeffes  were  in 
After-Times. 

The  Laws  of  ha,  our  TVeJl-Saxon  King,  which  were 
made  and  publiflied  about  the  Year  720,  are  there  faid 
to  be  done  by  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  all  his  Jlder- 
men,  and  Senior  Wtfemen  of  his  Kingdom  j  befides  a 
great  Number  of  the  Clergy  met  together  on  that  Oc- 
cafion,  The  fame  is  mentioned  at  the  End  of  the  Laws 
of  King  Atheljlcny  as  well  as  thole  of  King  Ethehed  his 

Succef- 

(a)  It  feemi  to  be  derived  from  the  Fra*to-G*»Uc  Vert)  ?*rler  to  fpeafc 
or  debate.  So  rWtowewi  a  Speaking  or  Debating.  This  ancient  Name 
fuffiricntly  denotes  the  Freedom  of  Speech  fo  abfolutely  neceffary  in  thefc 
Grand  Councils  or  Airemblies.  My  Lord  lake  tells  us,  that  J-*w»nt 
is  derived  from  Ptrhr  U  Ate»tv  i.  e  from  fpeaking  the  Mind,  He  might 
as  welt  tell  us,  fays  Rymer,  that  "Firmament  ii  hm*  Mentis,  that  is  4 
Farm  for  the  Mind  j  or  Fundament,  the  Bottom  of  the  Mind. 

RvMEfc't  Anliqitityt  ^c.  of  Parhjmtntt.    London,  ixwo.  1714. 

(h)  Suppofed  to  have  been  tifed  in  France  before  the  Time  of  Chart** 
vufr  fi  in  the  Seventh  Ccntuiy.  See  a  late  Account  of  the  antient  Par- 
liaments of  Frown  $  by  Lbarkt  Bt  tmpj  Efq;  Latidw,  z  Vol,  $w,  tjj$* 
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Succeflbr  (t).  But  who  thefe  Wlfemtn  were,  whe- 
ther Lords  or  Commons ;  or  both  together,  we  are  not 
able  to  determine.  The  Chronicle  of  John  Brompton 
mentions  a  great  Council,  or  Auembly,  to  be  held  at 
Salijbury  in  the  Days  of  King  Edgar,  about  the  Year 
970,  of  all  the  Nobles  in  the  Kingdom  (d).  And  ano- 
ther at  Oxford^  by  King  Canute  the  Dane,  in  the  Year 
1030.  Thefe  are  all,  or  the  greateft,  Teftimonies  that 
can  be  produced  of  Councils,  or  Parliaments,  being  cal- 
led, by  our  Saxon  Kings,  to  make  Laws  before  the 
Cmquefl  (e). 

On  the  other  Hand,  the  Writers  in  Favour  of  Mo- 
carchy,fuch  as  Sir  R.  Filmer^Di  Brady,  Dr  Johnfton,  and 
Others,  deny  that  the  Commons  had  any  Place  or  Power, 
in  thefe  Aflemblies,  until  long  after  that  Period.  They 
fay  indeed,  that  the  Saxon  Kings  ufed  to  convene  the 
Nobles  and  Bi/bops  of  the  Realm,  to  confult  with  them 
how  to  defend  themfelves  in  cafe  of  an  Invafion,  to 
levy  Taxes,  or  to  promulgate  fome  new  Laws  amongft 
A  2  the 

(,-J  Leges  In.«  Regis  Wrj\-Sjtxon*ni,    Circa  An.  720. 
JEJjo  Ina,  Dei  Grsau,  Weft-Saxonum  Rex,  ExkartJtione  et  Daffriv* 
Conredis  tatris  wW,  it  Hedda?  Epifcopi  meiy  et  Herchonwaldi  Epifcopi  nieit 
et  omnium  Aldermannorum  metmm;  et  Senior  urn  Sapientium  Regni  meit 
multaqtte  Congregations  Strvotum  Dei,  Qps. 

Chroit.  Johan.  Brompton  inter  Decern  Scrip-  Col.  761. 

Ad  Finem  Legum  Athelstani  Regis.    Circa  An.  9301 
XXXIV.  Sax.  25.  Tofjo»  hoc  inftitidum  eft  et  awfirmotum,  tm  Magna 
Srtrodn  aptti  Greateleyam,  cut  Arcbiepjjeoptts  Wlfius  interfhit^  et  omnes  Op- 
timaces  6*  Sapfentes  jaoi  Adclftanus  Rex  potxit  anigrtgxre. 

Ex  eoMTBt  Col, 

Leges  Eth zl rid  1  Regis.    Circa  An.  1000. 
Hoe  ejl  Cottfihum  quod  Ethelredus  Rex  et  Sapientcs  fri  conttixenwt,  fi»:. 
Cut.  893. 

He  fi»t  Leges  <j«.c  Ethelredus  Rex  et  Sapicntes  fiti  corJKtMei'knt.  Col  S9  c. 
H«c  fmtt  Verba  Tacts  et  TrotnctOioties  gnai  Ethelredus  Rcxt  et  otn:\& 
Sapicntes  ejus,  c«m  Exercitu  Jtrmavernnt,  6«.  id.  899. 
kid*  Lambard  de  frifcii  Anglorum  Legilms.  Cintabrigi*  A.  16^4, 

(d)  The  Words  are,  Cm  fits  Regid  Proceribus  amgregstis.  And,  Tojt 
hju  *pnd  Oxoniam  Partiamctfam  temit,  (fiil.  Canutus)  u&i  Angli  Ji««d  et 
Dani  de  Lcgibus  Edj^ris  Regis  obfervandis  Concordes  fafUfunt. 

Chrmi  Joh,  Brompton  inter  Decern  Scrip.  Col.  866,  908. 

ff>  Pot-vnoRE  Vxrcil  fays,  That  Parliaments  are  of  Frssc&,  or  AV- 
iwjt*,  Extraftbn  j  his  Words  are,  More  Callico  vnlgo  Parltamentum  *p- 
fettattt,  jjkoi  Htwfqidfme  Rex,  Initio  [mi  Regm\  babtre  jblet,  *t  tbift  quid 

eX  Mitiqms  Ltfriritfu,  Legibtfve,  tallendum,  as  rwrfus  condendttm ijti,  id  de 
Cvfilii  Sejitenti*  fiat  ;  m«,  et  delude  qttoties  Res  pq}hlatt  [ko  ArbHratH  ittai 

itf*M  tanvauit.   Lib.  xi.  P.  i81« 
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the  People,  or  to  be  Wimefles  to  publick  Charters. 
This  laft  is  evident  from  feveral  Saxon  Charters,  copied 
and  preferved  by  Hiftorians,  as  well  as  fome  Originals 
ftill  extant  amongft  us,  wherein,  befides  the  King,  the 
Nobility  and  Bifhops,  to  a  con  fide  rable  Number,  flgned 
with  him.  But  then  thefe  Authors  afiert,  that  the 
whole  Body  of  the  Commons  were  in  an  entire  VafTa- 
lage  to  the  Nobility  and  Clergy,  at  that  Time  and  long 
after,  and  had  nothing  they  could  call  their  own,  no, 
not  fo  much  as  their  Lives. 

That  this  was  the  Cafe  of  the  Commons  'till  fome 
time  after  the  Conqueft,  appears  pretty  plain,  but  with 
the  Lords  it  was  other  ways ;  for  Sir  Henry  Spelman  tells 
us  in  his  Gh/fary,  that,  befides  what  has  been  fa  id  of 
their  Conventions,  in  the  Times  of  the  Saxon  Kings, 
William  the  Firft  compofed  his  great  AiTembly,  or 
Magnum  ConftHuth  of  the  Nation,  from  thofe  Tenants 
that  held  of  him  in  CapiU  ;  and  that  Parliamentary 
Barons  were  created  by  this  King's  Writ,  out  of  thofe 
of  good  Pofteflions  ;  whereby,  William  referved  to 
himfelf  a  Tenure,  in  Chief,  by  Knight's  Service. 
Thefe  Judges  were  at  that  Time  the  fupreme  Judica- 
ture ;  but  the  Original  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  as  to  its 
tranfcendent  Power,  does  not  feem  plainly  to  appear 
'till  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  Third,  when  fpecial  Writs 
of  Summons  were  feat  out  to  the  Nobility  diftin&ly  by 
themfelves. 

Ac  what  Time  the  Commons  became  aBranch  of 
the  Legiflature  is  much  more  uncertain,  Many  will 
have  it  that  the  Commons  were  not  admitted  as  a  Part 
of  Parliament  until  the  49th  of  Henry  the  Third  > 
for  which  this  Reafon  is  affiga'd,  that  the  Ftrfl  Writ 
of  Summons  of  any  Knights,  Citizens  and  Burgefles, 
now  extant,  is  of  no  antienter  Date  than  that  Time. 

This  is  again,  feemingly,  contradicted  by  Magna 
Chc,rta>  or  the  great  Charter  granted  in  the  17  th  Year 
of  King  John.  By  this  it  appears  that  it  was  made 
per  Regem,  Baronesy  et  Liberos  Homines  totius  Reg- 
ni  ;  by  which  it  feems  plain,  that  it  was  not  made  by 
the  King  and  Barons  only.  And  Mr  SeUen  (/),  fays, 
that  the  Borough  of  St  Mans  claimed  by  Prefcription, 
in  the  Parliament  of  the  8th  of  Edward  the  Second, 

(/;  Szj.D£NTS  Titki  of  jfi&W^r,  p,  709, 
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to  Jend  two  Burgeffea  to  all  Parliaments,  as  they  did 
in  the  Time  of  Edward  the  Firft,  and  his  Progenitors  % 
-which  mud  be  in  the  Time  of  King  John*  his  Grand- 
father, and  confequemly  before  the  Reign  of  Henry  the 
Third. 

Polydore  Fergil,  Hailing foeady  Speedy  &c.  fay,  that  the 
Commons  were  firft  fumrrton'd  to  a  Parliament  at  Sa- 
Utbury*  in  the  16th  of  Henry  the  Firft.  Sir  Walter  Ra* 
bighy  in  hisTreatife  of  the  Prerogatives  of  Parliaments* 
thinks  it  was  in  the  18th  of  Henry  the  Firrt.  Lor4 
Bacon ,  in  a  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham ,  asks, 
Where  were  the  Commons  before  Henry  the  Firft  ? 
which  plainly  implies  his  Opinion  that  there  was  a 
Houfe  of  Commons  at  that  Time  at  leaft.  And  Dr 
Heytin  finds  yet  another  Beginning  for  them,  which 
was  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  Second. 

Such  and  fo  various  are  the  Opinions  of  learned  Meii 
on  this  Subject :  It  is  not  to  the  Purpofe  to  puriue 
them  any  further,  and  we  fhall  content  ourfelves  in 
faying,  *  That  whenever  the  Commons  were  taken  in  a^ 
one  Branch  of  the  Legiflature,  it  was  a  Glorious  Addi- 
tion to  the  others ;  was  a  great  Bulwark  to  the  Liberties 
of  the  Subject*  and,  altogether,  as  the  general  Affent 
of  the  King  and  Realm  to  make  Laws  and  Ordinances, 
wasjuftly  called,  by  ancient  Writers, 

Commune  ConfiBum^  Magnum  ConfiUum^  Pladtum 
generale^  Curia  aluffvna^  et  Par&amentum  genet  ale  Jeu 
ahiffimum . 

The  Powerand  Authority  of  Parliaments  In  making 
of  Laws,  in  proceeding  by  Bill,  or  other  Ways,  is  fo 
well  known,  fo  often  treated  on  by  others,  and  will  fo 
evidently  appear  in  the  Cotirfeof  this  H  dory,  that  it 
is  needlefs  to  fay  more  of  it  in  this  Place. 

But  it  will  not  be  amifs,  before  we  enter  upon  our 
Hiflorical  Facts,  under  the  feveral  Reigns,  to  premife 
fomewhat  relating  to  the  original  CrtaTirm  of  the  Pcrrs 
that  compofe  the  Upper  Houfe  of  Pjtl^ment,  under 
their  feveral  Titles.  Efpecially,  as  tint  Houfe  mi-ft 
be  allowed  to  be  fuperior  to  the  ciher,  both  in  Anti- 
quity and  Honour. 

All  the  Degrees  of  Nobility  and  Honour  are  rlerived 
from  the  King  as  the  Fountain  of  Hsnaur.  The  King's 
eldeftSon  is  bom  Duke  of  Ctrnwat,  afterwards  he  is 

create^ 
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created  Prince  of  Wales  j  and  to  diftinguifh  him,  in 
the-Middlcof  the  Arch  of  his  Coronet  a  Ball  and  Crofs 
are  place*d,  as  in  the  Royal  Diadem.  From  the  Day 
of  his  Birth  he  is  (tiled  Prince  of  Wales,  a  Title  original- 
ly given  by  Edward  the  Firft  >  and  all  his  Titles  arc 
Prince  of  Wales,  Duke  of  Cornwall  and  Earl  of  Cbeftir, 
The  firft  Duke  we  had  in  England,  was  Edward  the 
Black  Prince,  fo  famous  in  our  Hiftories  for  his  heroic 
Aftions,  who  was  created  a  Duke  in  the  1 1  th  Year  of 
King  Edward  the  Third. 

Robert  de  Vere>  Earl  of  Oxford,  was  created  Marquefc 
of  Dublin  in  Ireland,  in  the  8th  Year  of  King  Richard 
the  Second,  and  was  the  firft  Marquefi. 

Hugh  Lupus,  was  made  hereditary  Ear!  of  Chejler  by 
William  the  Conqueror. 

John  Beaumont,  was  created  Lord  Vifcount  Beau- 
mont by  King  Henry  the  Sixth,  in  the  J 8th  Year  of 
his  Reign,  and  was  the  firft  Vtfcount.  And 

John  Beauchamp,  of  Holt,  was  the  firft  Baron  crea- 
ted in  England,  made  the  nth  of  Richard  the  Second* 
But,  in  the*  antient  Records,  the  Word  Baron  in- 
cluded all  the  Nobility  of  England  ;  becaufe,  regularly 
all  Noblemen  were  Barons,  though  they  had  higher 
Titles  befides.  The  Charter  of  King  Edward  the 
Firft,  which  is  an  Expedition  of  what  relates  to  Barons 
in  Magna  Cbarta,  concludes  lejlibus  drchjepijc&pis,  £"- 
pifevpis,  Baronibus,  &c.  So  the  great  Council  of  the 
Nobility,  fays  Glanvile,  when  they  con  filled  altoge- 
ther, of  Dukes,  Marquefles,  &c.  befides  Earls  and  Ba- 
rons, were  all  comprehended  under  the  Name  De 
la  Councell  de  Barrage. 

But,  after  all,  a  Baron  holding  Land  of  the  King,  to 
him  and  his  Heirs,  per  Servitium  Baronies^  is  no  Lord  of 
Parliament,  until  I  he  be  call'd  by  the  King's  Writ  to 
Parliament.  In  the  Reign  of  Edw>  the  Firft,  the  Ti- 
tle of  Baron,  which  was  before  common  to  all  thofe 
that  held  Lands  of  the  Crown,  was  confined  to  all 
thole  whom  the  King  fummon'd  to  Parliament. 
Thefe  Barons  had  then  given  them  two  Enfigns,  to 
remind  them  of  their  Duties  ;  firft  a  long  Robe  of 
Scarlet,  in  Refpeft  whereof  they  are  accounted  in  Law 
De  magm  Confilio  Regis ;  and  fecondly,   they  are  girt 

with 
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with  a  Sword,  that  they  fhould  ever  be  ready  to  de- 
fend their  King  and  Country  'g).  This  alfo  appears 
by  Dugdale's  Baronage,  in  which  there  are  feveral  In-  ' 
ilances  of  Lords  being  call'd  to  Parliament,  when  they 
and  their  Anceftors  never  fat  before,  nor  any  of  their 
Pofterity  after  them  (h). 

Proms  for  the  Bifhops  and  Barons  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers  are  alfo  very  antient.  The  firft  Mention  of  them, 
that  occurs  in  our  Parliamentary  Memoirs,  was  at  Car- 
H/Ie,  under  Edward  the  Firft  (i).  Alfo,  in  a  Parlia- 
ment held  at  WeftmmjUr  under  Edward  the  Second,  the 
Bifhops  of  Durham  and  CarliJIe,  remaining  upon  the 
Defence  of  the  Marches  of  Scotland^  were  feverally  com- 
manded to  flay  there ;  and  in  the  Writ  a  Claufe  was 
inferted  for  that  Purpofe  (i).  The  like  Teftimontes 
occur  pretty  often  in  this  King's  Reign,  of  making 
Proxies  by  the  Name  of  Procurators  Sufficitntes ;  and, 
in  fucceeding  Times  the  Teftimonies  of  them  down  to 
this  Day  are  very  frequent. 

In  Relation  to  the  more  antient  Ads,  Ordinances, 
Journals,  &c  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  much 

more 

(gj  Coke's  3.  Inji.  P.  186. 

(h)  The  Form  of  the  King's  Writ  for  Summoning  a  Peer  to  attend  Ids 
Service  in  Parliament t  is  as  follows  1 

Edwardus,  fi*e  Charijjijm  Co»faHgnineo  fno  C.  Cemit.  A-  Salutem,  S%*i* 
mJhifjmtnta  &>  affinfu  cohcHU  wq/fri  per  quibttfdam  arduis  *rgentib*3 
ttif.  Not  Scatum  Qp  Def wjwnem  Regni  nttflri  Anglias  8»  EeeleJU.  Angii- 
canx  cmcerttetit'  qnnddam  ParliamenUtm  mflrum  apud  Civitatem  tHjfhraM 
Weftmonafterium,  Jiff,  6fe.  prox.  fitter*  tetteri  ordinavimut ,  6»  ibid,  w 
bif:nta  az  ctcm  Pr^latii^MagnatibHS  &  Procerilua  diEP  Regni  ntifiri  enUoqtti- 
nnt  habere  f  traftare^  vobis  f«b  fide  G»  Ugtanciis  quthui  nobis  ttaemmi  jir~ 
■mittr  injxr.gend1  Mandamus,  quod^  cwftdtrat'  ditto*? son  ntgotiormn  ardtatate 
&*  periculis  immneiitibui,  cejfaiit*  excnfatio»e  quaeurtque^dtB1  die  Sfi  loot  per- 
fonstiter  i/rte>jitis  Nabifcitm,  me  cum  Prtlatis  Magnatibas  &>  Froceribits  prjt- 
it  His  fnper  diSis  titgatiii  traf&aha*  vefirwnque  cofjilittm  impenfHr'  ft*  hoe 
ft:  >n  Xtn  6*  honor  em  n^rum  ae  Salvathneni  8"  Vejtnjimem  Regm  6"  Ec- 
t'efia  prtdifinrtiM  exptditioiffi7iqne  diBarwn  ttegotiornm  diligitis,  tmlhteuus 
tmittatu.    Trfle  nreipfo  apud  Wcfanonafterium  diet'S>c. 

(i)  gut*  amnes  Prjdxti,  Mffites  tt  alii  de  Caiman  nit  ate  Rtgni  tunc  fle- 
narie  mm  vt»cri*nty  retcptit  qtdbufdam  Procurationibns  Pralatorum  am  ve- 
nire m»  pateranty  njornantur  omves  qui  fmumntiitt  funt  ad  Parlzamentum,  ttf- 
que  ad  Dam  Mercwrii  proximum  feqttentemy  ad  Hnram  primam. 

fk)  SeA  Procuratorem  v^flram  firfjtcietitcr  i»jhnBnm  ad  di&os  D'tw  tt 
Loan*  mtttatis,  ad  confeatitHdum  quad  tunc  ibidem  per  dittos  Pralatu  et  Fra- 
eerei  swt'gcrit  er dinar i. 

Seldcn's  Baronage «/ England,  Sv,  Sw  Lwd,  ifyi. 
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more  might  be  faid  than  is  confident  witfi  the  Subflance 
of  this  Preamble  to  our  Hiftory.  Who  will  may  rea4 
them,  admirably  and  concifely  difcourfed  on  in  Archbi- 
fnop  ATt^Z/ijfl'a  Englifli  Hiftorical  Library  ;  which  Book, 
as  it  is  almoft  in  every  Collection,  it  is  neediefs  to  tran- 
fcribe  any  thing  from  it  here.  That  Author  has  given 
vis  -a  general  Detail  of  all  our  Parliamentary  Proceed- 
ings, from  Magna  Cbarta  through  the  printed  Statutes, 
ihe  Rolls  of  Parliament,  Ordinances,  Journals,  with 
the  Modus  Umndi  Parliament  a  \  the  Antiquity  and 
Rights  of  both  the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  Commons,  the 
difpencing  Power  of  the  King,  and  Writs  of  Sum- 
mons ;  wherein  he  fpecifies  where  all  the  Records  re- 
Jating  to  thefe  Matters  lye,  as  well  as  gives  an  Account 
of  what  the  bed  Authors  have  wrote  on  thefe  often 
difputed  Subjecls,  betwixt  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown 
and  the  Power  of  Parliaments. 

Let  this  Exordium^  therefore,  fuffice  for  the  Origin, 
the  Power,  and  Name  of  Parliament  ;  we  fhall  pro- 
reed  now  to  our  History  of  them  ;  in  which  we  hope 
to  be  fo  exact,  that  no  material  Circum (lance,  menti- 
oned either  by  anticnt  or  modern  Miftorians,  mall  e- 
fcape  our  Notice. 


King  William  I 


/ 

Aiuio  Regni  6, 


IN  the  Reign  of  the  three  firft  Norman  Kings,  we 
meet  with  little  to  ourPurpofe,  William  the  Firft 
indeed,  at  the  Jnftigaiion  of  the  Pope,  fummon'd  a 
National  Synod  to  determine  the  Difpuce  betwixt  the  Sees 
of  Canterbury  and  York,  about  Supremacy.  As  this  wa* 
entirely  an  Ecclefiaftical  Con  trover  fy,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  this  Meeting,  which  was  before  the  King  and 
Hubert^  the  Pope's  Legate,  at  Windfir^  confided  of 
more  than  the  Prelates,  Abbots,  and  other  Ecelefiaf- 
ticks  of  the  Realm  (/). 

In 

(1)  Sir  Henry  Spelman  has-  made  a  Collection  of  the  Laws  before  Mag- 
na 0:art.t ;  the  M.  S,  now  in  the  bo&tyan  Library,  bears  this  Title, 
Ctdex  I  egum  veterumet  StatuUinrm  fLfgni  Angiiac  qua  *b  Ingrejfu  WUhd- 
ml  *f/j;  ad  Atwam  notmm  Henrtci  Tertii  edit  a  j'mit ;  hnc  tit  unite  primimt 
Sitttktitrtt  r.mniimi  iwprtjfirrum  in  Ljbris  JurubAs.  Mr  Stiden  and  Sir  Rnget 
Tvafdw  have  alio  treated  on  this  Subjeft.  And,  indeed,  if  the  old  Chro- 
nicle of  LilJjkll,  Quoted  by  Mr  wa*  confirmed  by  any  Coteropo- 

iary 
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In  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  Firft,  the  Conqueror's  King  waikm 
youngeft  Son,  Taxes  were  levied  arbitrarily  on  the  Kl®a** 
Subject,  as  in  the  two  preceding  Reigns  of  his  Brother 
Rufm  and  his  Father.    In  his  fixth  Year  he  fet  a  Sum  KingHeoiy  I, 
upon  every  Parifh  Church,  and  forced  the  Incumbent 
to  pay  the  Money  to  redeem  his  Church.    In  the 
eighth  Year  of  his  Reign,  he  had  for  the  Marriage  of 
his  Daughter  Maud  3  s.  for  every  Hide  of  Land.  And, 
fay  Hiftorians,  during  his  whole  Reign  he  levied  a  con- 
Itant  annual  Tax  of  12  d.  on  every  Hide  of  Land.  It 
does  not  appear  by  any  Account  we  can  meet  with, 
that  the  King  asked  the  Confent  of  his  Barons,  or  Peo- 
ple, for  railing  thefe  Subsidies ;  though  there  were  fome 
Conventions  of  the  Eftates  of  the  Realm  called  in  his 
Time. 

In  the  Year  1 106,  fays  Matthew  Paris,  Henry  con-  Armo  Regoi  St 
veened  his  Nobles,  by  a  fpecial  Edict,  on  a  very  extra-  1106. 
ordinary  Occafion.  His  elder  Brother  Robert,  whom 
he  had  difpoflefs'd  of  his  Right  of  SucceHion  to  the 
Eng'tijh  Crown,  came  over  from  Normandy  to  make 
him  a  friendly  Vifit.  Henry,  being  jealous  that  this 
Vifit  might  turn  to  his  Difadvantage,  and  being  more 
afraid,  fays  my  Author,  of  Man  than  God,  he  firft  ca- 
joled his  Nobles  by  crafty  Promifes  to  be  true  to  him, 
and  next  thought  that  he  could  make  up  the  Matter 
with  God  by  the  building  of  an  Abby,  which  he  was 
then  about  to  execute.  For  this  Reafon  he  call'd  to- 
gether ihe  great  Men  of  the  Realm,  by  his  Royal  Man- 

Vol.  L  B  date 

nry  Hiftorians,  there  is  Reafon  enough  to  believe  thefe  Laws  to  be  genu- 
ine. Bur,  as  it  is  not,  we  ftiall  only  give  ABp  A'/ftaj/w's  Quotation  from 
that  Chronicle  and  leave  it  to  the  Reader's  Judgment.  Ahw  Gulielmi 
Regni  jui  quarto  stpad  Londoniai,  Catijiiio  BaroHum  /wjijb,  jezit /.trnmoiri- 
re  per  mriverfoi  Anglia?  CamUtui  mnss  NottSes^  Sapieutis^  et  fitjt  f.ege  eru- 
Atns,  »t  er/i-uv  Ltgn  et  Cmfnetudiuei  audtrct.  Et  licet  Rex  Gulidmus 
I*eges  NorfolldJC  et  SurFolkije,  Grantbrigi*  et  Deirjp  (nbi  quantum  isjxi- 
ms  P*ri  Danorum  et  NorwegienJium  iubahitabant )  print  magis  appmbtvt- 
Mt,  et  fas  per  totem  Regnant  obfervari  prlzeperatt  pro  en  qma  omn:i  Ante- 
ctfare*  ejus*  et  fere  wants  Baranet  Nurmanniae,  Norwegienfcs  rxtiti0e»t% 
tt  qmJ  lc  Norweg'ia  oiim  vemijjirt  }  pafte*  ad  freces  CummiJnitatis 
Anglorum*  Rsx  *Jo«ierfr,  <f*i  dtjprezati  fmtt  qturttum  permitteret  jitn  beget 
propria*  et  Lwlttctndiues  arUiquai  habere,  i»  qttibti  vixerotU  Patres  #irxta, 
i~:  (a  tn  «.:;r  et  nutrdilttnt,  ftiiicet  Lege  J  Stuiflt  Regis  Edwardi,  Sec. 
See  alfo  Sir  Ri%cr  Twifbtn's  Preface  to  the  Laws  of  fl  ill  art  the  Firft 
and  Henry  the  Firft,  publiJhcd  at  the  End  ©f  Lathbard  it pnfdsjliglcrttm 
l  tgtbns.    iai/tatt,  ift^j, 
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date,  fays  Paris  (m),  to  meet  at  London  ;  where  he  firfl 
foften'd  and  fweeten'd  them,  feparately,  by  honied 
Words  and  Exprefltons,  and  then,  being  met  together, 
he  made  a  Speech  to  them  as  follows.  Which  Speech, 
as  it  is  the  firfl:  on  Record  that  came  from  the  Throne, 
only  preferved  by  Matthew  Paris,  and  taken  Notice  of 
by  very  few  Hiftorians,  either  ancient  or  modern,  thai; 
we  have  met  with,  juftly  claims  a  Place  in  our  Hi* 
ftory. 

My  Friends  and  faithful  Subjects,  both  Foreigners  and 
Natives, 

YO  U  all  know  very  well,  that  my  Brother  Robert 
was  both  called  by  God  and  eleeled  King  of  Jeru- 
falem,  which  he  might  have  happily  governed  j  and  how 
Jiiamefulfy  he  refufed  that  Rule,  Jor  which  he  jujlly  de- 
firves  God* s  Anger  and  Reproof,  You  know,  alfi,  in  ma- 
ny other  Inflames i  his  Pride  and  Brutality.  Becaufe  he 
is  a  Man  that  delights  in  War  and  Bloodjhed  he  is  impati- 
ent of  Peace  ;  /  know  that  he  thinks  you  a  Parcel  of  con- 
temptible Fellows  %  he  calls  you  &  Set  of  Drunkards  and 
Gluttons^  whom  he  hopes  to  tread  under  his  Feet.  I  truly 
a  King,  meek,  humble,  and  peaceable ,  will  preferve  and 
cheri/h  you  in  your  ancient  Liberties,  which  I  have  for- 
merly fivorti  to'  perform  will  hearken  to  pur  wife  Coun- 
cils, with  Patience  j  and  will  govern  you,  juflly,  after  the 
Example  of  the  befl  of  Princes.  If  you  defire  it,  I  will 
firengthen  this  Promife  with  a  written  Charter,  and  all 
tlmfe  Laws  which  the  holy  King  Edward,  by  the  Inspira- 
tion of  God,  fo  wifely  enaeled,  I  will  again  Jwear  to  keep 
inviolably.  If  you,  my  Brethren,  will  /land  by  me  faith- 
fully, we  Jhall  eafily  rcpvlfe  the  ftrongefl  Efforts  the  crueleft 
Enemy  can  make  againjl  me  and  thefe  Kingdoms.  If  lam 
only  fiepported  by  the  Valour  and  Power  of  the  Engl  till 
Nation,  all  the  weak  Threats  of  the  Normans  will  m 
longer  feem  formidable  unto  me. 

We  have  given  the  Verfion  of  this  Speech  from  the 
honeft  old  Monk  of  St  Jlbanh  Latin,  as  near  as  we 
could,  though  the  obfolete  Words  he  often  makes  ufe 
of  are  difficult  enough  to  render.    Matthew  adds,  that 

this 

("0         E&flo  cm&ttfe  Mi  Paris,  fah  he  Aitno. 


King  Henry  J. 
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this  Harangue  of  Henry  to  his  Nobles  had  the  defired  King  Henry  u 
Effect,  though  he  afterwards  broke  all  his  fair  Prorpifes 
to  them  i  Duke  Robert  went  hack  much  difgufted, 
whom  his  Brother  foon  after  followed,  gained  a  Vi&ory 
over  htm,  took  the  Duke  Prilbner,  put  out  his  Eyes, 
and  condemned  him  to  perpetual  Imprifonment. 

The  Year  after  this,  viz.  1107,  the  fame  King  Anna  Regoi  7, 
Henry  called  another  Convention  of  all  the  Eftates  of  xl°7, 
the  Realm  to  lit  in  his  Royal  Palace  at  London,  This 
Convention  fome  Modem  HUtorians  have  honoured 
v/ith  the  Name  of  Parliament ;  and  would  prove  that 
the  Commons  were  a  Part  of  it .  We  know  not,  where 
they  find  Authority  for  iuch  an  Aflmion  ;  the  old 
Monkifh  Writers  (n),  who  lived  near  this  Tim*,  call 
it  no  more  than  a  Meeting  of  all  the  BinVps,  Abbots 
and  Nobles  of  the  Kingdom,  to  whom  Anjeim, 
Archbifbop  of  Canterbury,  was  Prolocutor. 

Indeed,  this  Meeting  might  much  rather  be  ctlled  a 
Convention  than  a  Parliament,  lince  nothing  that  we 
can  find  but  Church-Matters  were  transacted  in  it.  In 
this  ArTembly  the  prohibiting  the  Prierts  the  Uie  of 
their  Wives  and  Concubines  was  confklered  ;  and  the 
Bifhops  and  Clergy  granted  to  the  King  the  Correcli^n 
of  them  for  that  Offence  ;  by  which  Means  he  nj  fed 
vaft  Sums  of  Money,  compounding  with  the  Pnefts 
for  certain  Annual  Payments  to  allow  them  the  En- 
joyment of  their  Wives  and  Concubines  (a). 

In  the  Year  1 1 1 6,  there  was  another  Convention  Anno  ftegui  16. 
of  the  Nobles  and  Barons  fummoned  by  the  King  to  m6, 
meet  at  Salisbury,  (p)  At  this  Meeting  the  whole  Nobility 
did  Homage  to  him  and  to  Prince  William,  King  Henry's 
eldeft  Son,  in  the  Prefencc  of  the  Father  (q).  The 
Diipute  betwixt  the  Archbifliops  of  7ori  and  Canter* 
B  2  bury, 

(v)  Tjsiem  Anno  ft&n<  ejt  Convent**  Epiicoporum  tt  Abbatum  banter 
tt  Magna  cum  Londoniis  in  Potlotiu  Kt$n-        M.  Paris,  ft&  hoc  Akho* 
Conventus  omnium  Epifcoporom,  Abbatum,  tt  Prneerum, 

Simeon  Dunelm.  hner  Decern  Script.  Hi/r.  Angh 
(o)  Acctpt  enim  Ksx  J'emuiAM  utjimtim  Je  Pi  tibyttru  fru  fnis  Focariis 
rtdmendti.  M.  Piris, 

(p)  Cwventio  OpirxMkrti  e(  Vacuum  tutittt  AngUx. 

Sim.  Dunelm.  inter  Decern  Script. 
t  r.V)/,  'jujpi  Re%}it  Connies  et  H*rotiest  cum  Clen  tJtitu  £j%»itJibi 
;  Wiilklmo  riEo  [no  HmtgiMtn  ftcernnt. 

$rw.  Job.  Broaipton  itittr  Daxm  Script* 
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bury,  about  Primacy,  was  alfo  debated  at  ibis  Conven- 
tion, which  was  all  the  Bufinefs  that  we  can  find  was 
done  at  it. 

This  Convention  alfo  fome  of  our  more  modern  Hi- 
ftorians  (r)  have  called  the  Foundation  of  our  High 
Court  of  Parliament.  The  EngUJb  Kings,  fay  they, 
before  this  Time  ordered  the  Affairs  of  the  Common- 
wealth by  their  Edicts,  Officers,  and  Governors  of  eve- 
ry Countrys  and  feldom  had  the  Advice  of  the  People, 
but  only  at  the  Beginning  of  the  r  Government,  or 
in  Time  of  War.  We  believe  it  will  be  hard  to  prove 
that  this  Meeting  was  any  Model  of  our  prefent  Parlia- 
ments, there  being  no  Similitude  of  them  in  any  Shape 
whatever. 

In  the  turbulent  Years  of  King  Stephen's  Reign,  and 
during  the  bloody  Contefts  betwixt  him  and  Maud  the 
Emprefe,  for  the  Crown  of  England,  very  little  can  be 
expected  to  our  Purpofe.  There  were  no  regular  Tax- 
ations at  this  Time  ;  but  the  contending  Parties  main- 
tained them  lei  ves  chiefly  by  the  Plunder  of  each  other's 
Tenants.  Neverthelefs,  we  meet  with  one  Conven- 
tion of  the  Eftates  in  this  Reign,  and  that  was  in  the 
very  firft  Year  of  it ;  for  Stephen,  anxious  to  have  his 
Title  confirmed  by  their  Authorities,  fummoned  all  the 
Biihops  and  Nobles  of  the  Realm,  by  his  Royal  Edict, 
to  meet  at  Oxford  for  that  Purpofe  (s).  At  this  Meet- 
ing Stephen  fijmed  and  gave  a  moft  extenfive  Charter, 
wherein  the  Rights  and  Immunities  of  Holy  Church 
were  largely  and  principally  fecured  to  the  Clergy  of  all 
Degrees  and  Denominations.  At  the  Tail  of  this  Char- 
ter Stephen  alfo  promifes  to  punilh  or  remove  the  High 
Sheriffs,  or  any  other  of  his  Officers,  that  fhall  ufe  any 
unjuft  or  illegal  Exactions  on  the  People  -9  and  that  he 
will  well  and  truly  keep  all  the  good  old  Laws  and 
Cuftoms  in  all  Cafes  whatfoever.  The  Barons  and 
other  great  Men,  befides  the  Bifhops,  who  were  Wit- 
nelTes  to  this  Charter,  and  confequently  prefent  at  this 
Convention,  were  Roger  the  Chancellor,  Henry  the 

King*s 

(r)  HdUngJheaJ,  S(vedr  Stow,  &>c. 

(s)  Ffifcops  et  Froeeres  /«i  -R^«\  Reg  ah'  Edifiot  in  mim  aitrvtniri 
frtetfit,  JEUc.  1'rur  Hagulft.  hter  Decern  Serif. 
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King's  Nephew,  Robert  Earl  of  Glouce/fer,  William  Earl  King  Stephen. 
Warren,  Ralph  Earl  of  Ckejler,  Roger  Earl  of  Warwick^ 
Robert  de  Peri,  Miles  ie  Gloucetler,  Robert  D'Oilty* 
Brian  Son  to  the  Earl  Conjlahle,  William  Mattel,  Hugh 
Bygot,  Humphrey  de  Bohun,  Simon  de  Bcllocampo,  Sewer, 
William  de  Albany,  Martel  de  Albany,  Butlers,  Robert  de 
Ferrers,  tVilliam  Peverel,  Simon  de  Sihanefli,  IVtlliam 
Ae  Albania,  Hugh  de  S.  Clare,  llbert  de  Lacy  ;  dated  at 
Oxford,  in  the  Year  of  Chrijl,  M.C.XXXVI,  but  the 
Firft  of  his  Reign.  Richard,  the  Prior  of  Hexham* 
from  whom  we  now  quote,  and  who  has  beft  prefer- 
ved  the  Annals  and  Adls  of  this  King,  has  given  us  this 
Charter  ;  the  Preamble  to  which,  as  it  evidently 
fhews  the  Title  that  Stephen  claimed  to  the  Crown* 
may  be  acceptable  to  the  Reader.    It  is  as  follows, 

/Stephen,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  the  Confent  «f  the  Clergy 
and  People,  being  elected  King  ever  England,  and  con- 
fecrated  by  William  Archbijhop  of  Canterbury,  Legate 
tf  the  holy  Roman  Church,  confirmed  by  Innocent, 
Pontiff  of  the  fame  See ;  for  the  Rtjpetl  and  Love  I  bear 
to  God  do  declare  hofy  Church  to  be  free*  and  do  tonfirm 
all  due  Reverence  unto  it,  {sV.  d 

In  the  Year  1152,  when  Stephen  had  been  abroad  Anna  Regni  17* 
and  fettled  his  Foreign  Affairs,  he  thought  proper  at  "S1* 
his  Return  to  endeavour  to  fecure  and  eftablim  the 
Crown  of  England  upon  himfelf  and  Family  ;  and  to 
that  Purpofe  called  a  general  Council  to  London  ;  that 
is  to  iay,  Theobald,  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  the 
Bijhops,  and  great  Men  of  England  \t).  He  propofed 
to  them  the  Coronation  of  his  Son  Euftace,  that,  fays 
our  Author,  he  might  deprive  Duke  Henry,  Son  to  the 
Empreis  Maud,  of  his  Right  of  Succeffion  ;  and  parti* 
cularly  required  the  Archbifhop,  to  whofe  antient 
Right  it  belong'd  to  confecrate  Kings,  to  perform  that 
Office  upon  his  Son.  The  Prelate  boldly  anfwer'd, 
that  the  Pope  by  his  Letters  had  forbidden  him  to  crown 
or  anoint  his  Son,  becaufe,  he  himfelf,  contrary  to  his 
Oath,  had  ufurp'd  the  Kingdom.    The  King,  his  Son, 

and 


(firm,  Gcrof.  Cant,  inter  Decern  Script. 
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King  Stephen*  and  all  that  favoured  them,  were  terribly  angry  at  this 
Repulfe,  arid  fhut  up  all  the  Bifhops  with  their  Pri- 
mate in  one  Houfe,  that  by  Threats  and  Terrors  they 
might  extort  that,  which,  adds  our  Authority,  neither 
by  Price  nor  Prayer  they  could  prevail  in.  Some  of 
the  Bifhops  were  intimidated  and  began  to  itagger, 
which  the  Primate  perceiving,  found  Means  to  make 
his  Efcape  out  of  the  Houfe,  and  getting  over  the 
Thamn  in  a  Boat,  fled  to  Dover,  and  fo  beyond  Sea. 
For  his  Refolution  in  this  Affair  and  Flight,  the  King 
feiaed  upon  and  fpoiled  all  his  Lands  and  Polfeffions  (u). 

Rbg  Henry  li,     Henry  the  Second  began  his  Reign  in  the  Year  1154  ; 

'  he  was  the  Son  of  Maud  the  Emprefe,  Daughter  to  Hen- 
ry the  Firft  by  Maud  Daughter  of  Margaret  Queen  of 
Scotland.   In  him  the  antient  Royal  Saxon  Line  was 
rtftored  to  the  Crown  of  England. 
This  King  fummon'd  a  general  AiTembly  (v),  or 
Anno  Regni  *,  as  fame  will  have  it  a  Parliament,  in  the  fecond  Year 
"56*      of  his  Reign,  to  meet  at  Wallingford  %  wherein  the  Bi- 
fhops and  Barons  fwore  to  the  Succeffion  of  bis  Sons 
William  and  Henryy  and  the  King  confirmed  the  Char- 
ter of  the  Realm.  But* 
AQsoRegniio.     In  the  Year  1 1 64,  the  fame  King  Henry  call'd  to- 
1164,      gether  a  much  greater  Afiembly,  and  which  comes  the 
neareft  a  Parliament  of  any  thing  we  have  yet  met  with. 

This  Convention  of  the  Eftatcs  was  held  at  Clarendon* 
and  confined,  as  Paris  writes,  of  the  (w)  Archbilhops, 
Bifhops,  Abbots,  Priors,  Earls,  Barons,  and  Nobles  of 
the  Realm  ;  over  whom, by  the  King's  Command, 3^/;;* 
de  Oxford,  his  Chaplain,  was  made  Prefident.  In  this 
AiTembly  the  King  carried  it  with  a  very  high  Hand 
againft  the  Prelates  and  Holy  Church,  fay  the  Monkifh 
Writers,  and  even  forced  Thomas  a  Becket,  Archbilhop 
of  Canterbury,  with  the  reft  of  them  prefent,  10  fwear 
to  fixteen  Articles  drawn  up  for  that  Purpofe.  Thefe 
Articles,  at  large,  in  Mat.  Paris,  Gervaje  of  Canterbu- 
ry* 

(m)  M.  Tim  tajft,  th  at  fomccf  the  temporal  Lords  did  fw«r  Allegi- 
ance to  Etfmce. 

(vj  CoirjtittKs  generalii  Frxfnlffm  et  Trincipmm. 

Cbrw,  Get vilii  Cant,  inter  Decern  Script. 
(tit)  Jy£iej>jfa>fist  Fjifvfif,  jMatiims  JVjwiiwi,  CemtjijH^  Haromii<<, 
«i  rhttmm  Rigai.  M.  Paris. 
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ry,  and  other  old  Writers,  called  7ke  ConJIitutions  cf  King  H«my  I 
Clarendon*  have  been  fo  often  copied  by  the  Moderns, 
that  it  is  needleis  to  infert  them  here.  Thomas  travelled 
to  Rome*  and  was  abfolv'd  from  his  Oath  by  the  Pope  j 
return'd  back  to  England,  and  afterwards  bred  that 
Difturbance  in  the  State  which  ended  in  his  own  Mur- 
der, and  the  King's  fhameful  Penance  for  having  a 
Hand  in  it. 

There  was  alfo  another  Convention  or  AlTcm-  Anno  Regni  i7. 
bly,  of  the  Biftiops  and  Barons,  called  to  Tori*  in  this  "W" 
King's  Reign,  viz.  Anno  1171 ;  in  which  Ma kholm 
King  of  Scotland,  and  his  Succeflbr  William,  appeared 
and  did  Homage  to  Henry  for  that  Kingdom.  In  this 
Meeting,  this  Subjection  is  faid  to  be  very  particular  s 
William  leaving  his  Breaft-plate,  Sword  and  Saddle, 
which  were  to  be  kept  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of 
York,  as  a  perpetual  Memorial  of  it  (x). 

In  the  Year  1 176  this  King  Henry  at  Northampton,  Aaoo  Rcgni  %u 
by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  the  King  his  1176, 
Son,  the  Bifliops,  Earls,  Barons,  Knights,  and  others, 
(y)  commuted  and  appointed  Judiciaries,  in  fix  diffe- 
rent Parts  of  the  Realm,  three  in  each  Di vi£on  ;  who 
were  fworn  to  execute  Juftice  impartially  to  every  one« 

Thefe  Juftices  and  their  feveral  Diftricls  are  particular- 
ly named  by  Roger  Hoveden,  but  are  not  confident  with 
our  Defign  to  mention  here.  Sufficient  it  is  to  lay  that 
the  Aflizes,  Statutes,  or  Laws,  of  this  King  Henry* 
made  fome  time  before  at  Clanndon,  were  again  re- 
newed at  this  Convention,  and  the  new  made  Juftices 
were  fworn  to  obferve  them. 

Again  in  the  Year  1 1 86,  another  Convention  of  the  Anno  Rpgni  3*4 
Eftates  was  called  to  meet  at  Gayntington  (x ),  and  by 
their  Confent  he  impoles  the  fame  Tax  upon  his  Sub- 
jects in  England  which  he  had  juft  then  executed  in 
Normandy,  and  the  reft  of  his  Foreign  Dominions. 
This  was  impofed  jn  order  to  carry  on  a  War,  jointly 
with  the  King  of  Frame,  againft  the  Turjts  and  Sara- 

O)  H.  Knyghtoai/rfar  Decern  Script. 

(y)  Coram  Epifcojds,  Cymilibut,  Jforamfau,  MtUtitms  et  *Hif  Hominibul 

Rad.  dt  Dkcto  inter  Decern  Script. 
R.  U.v  1».  Daniel*  1  Hift.  of  figfclA 

<*)  Since  calfd  G*ytwt  in  Nmharnfton/hirt* 
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Xing  Henry  II.  cens*  for  the  Recovery  of  the  Holy  Land.  But  this 
Undertaking  was  dropp'd  in  its  Embryo,  and  foorr 
after,  viz.  the  very  next  Year  King  Henry  the  Second 
died. 

Taxes  feem  to  have  been  rais'd  in  this  King's  Reign 
as  arbitrarily  as  before  ;  iti  the  Beginning  of  it  there 
was  a  Scutage,  but  there  is  no  Account  what  it  amount- 
ed to.  A  fecond  Scutage  was  made  in  the  fifth  Year 
of  his  Reign,  amounting  to  180,000  /,  In  his  fe- 
venth  Year  a  third  Scutage  was  raifed  at  two  Marks' 
every  Knight's  Fee.  In  the  twelfth,  2  j.  in  the  Pound 
for  the  firft  Year,  and  one  Penny  a  Pound  for  four 
Years  after,  of  all  Rents  and  Moveables.  In  the  14th 
of  his  Reign  a  fourth  Scutage  at  a  Mark  a  Knight's 
Fee.  In  the  18th  a  fifth  Scutage,  uncertain  what  it 
was.  In  the  laft  Year  of  this  King's  Reign  a  Tenth, 
on  all  Moveables,  for  the  Crufade  (a). 

_  Richard  the  Firft,  Sirnamed  Cwur  de  Lion*  was  the 

Km  Ridurd  I.  th;rd  but  eldeft  furviving  Son  of  Henry  the  Second, 

and  began  his  Reign  in  the  Year  1189. 
Anno Regni  1.  In  this  Kings  Reign  we  meet  with  a  Convention  of 
1 1B9.  the  Eftates,  in  the  very  firft  Year  of  it.  At  this  Time 
the  French  King  fent  an  Ambaflador  to  acquaint  the 
King  of  England,  that  he  and  the  whole  Noblefle  of 
France  had  fworn  to  go  and  attempt  the  Refcue  of  the 
Hohf  Land  from  the  Hands  of  the  Saracens  \  and  invited 
Richard  and  his  Nobles  to  join  with  them  in  this  Holy 
Undertaking.  Upon  this  Embaily,  the  King  convenes 
the  Bifhops,  Earls,  and  Barons  of  the  Realm,  fays  Pa- 
ris>  to  meet  at  Weflmlnfier  (b),  when  acquainting  them 
with  ihe  French  King's  Invitation,  it  was  readily  agreed 
to  accept  of  it  by  Richard  and  his  Peers;  the  King  and 
the  Nobles  taking  the  fame  Oath,  fet  out  from  England 

fome 

(s)  Anticntly  There  were  computed  to  be  in  T.t%lanA  4.0,000  Knights 
in  the  Pofleflicm  of  fp (ritual  and  temporal  Perfons  ;  feme  Writers 
fay  60,000  Knjghtt  Fees.  iitotr  quotes  John  Rmfe,  a  very  anticnt  M-  S. 
Hiftorian,  who  writes,  that  there  were  found  in  the  1 5th  Year  of  the 
Conqueror  602 1 1  Knight's  Fees  in  FlugLnd.  A  Scutage  in  after  Reigns 
was  ufaally  forty  Shi ^iings  on  each  Fee,  which  muft  amount  tea  vaft 
Sum  or  Money  in  thinfe  Dnys.  Siav'>  Hift,  of  Etig  p.  191. 

(it)  At  Lai  ,dr>n  fays  Cfmptott. 

Rfx  Cm  ^r^iiii  Kfifcojiiif  IcmitH/xf  tt  Hmrtimbta  Rfgtti  PartUmetitum 
Icaiamx  !raimit.  titom,  Joh.  Brampton  iwttr  Decern  Script, 
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fomc  time  after,  to  meet  the  French,  and  profecute  this  King  Richiri  t 
Holy  War  with  their  joint  Forces. 

The  Profecution  of  this  Holy  War,  the  various  Sue* 
eels,  and  glorious  Exploits  of  our  brave  Englijh  King 
and  his  Forces,  are  copioully  treated  on  by  M.  Paris, 
and  the  other  Monldfh  Writers  of  thole  Times.  It  is 
neither  our  Defign  to  follow  him  into  the  Baft,  nor 
attend  him  in  his  long  and  dangerous  Paflage  back 
again.  At  his  Return  he  found  that  his  Brother  John 
had  been  playing  the  Devil  with  him  at  Home,  whilft 
he  had  been  fighting  the  Lord's  Battles  Abroad.  In 
fliort,  he  had,  in  Conjunction  with  the  French  King, 
who  upon  a  Quarrel  in  the  Holy  War  had  become 
Richard's  mortal  Enemy,  done  his  utmoft  to  difpoflels 
his  Brother  of  his  Kingdom.  And  it  coft  King  Richard, 
after  his  Return,  fome  Trouble  and  Bloodftied  to  bring 
"John  and  his  Party  to  their  due  Obedience. 

Soon  after,  the  King  thought  fit  to  call  a  Parliament  Arqo  Regni  s» 
at  Nottingham  ;  where  it  is  faid  by  fome,  that  Queen  11 94* 
Eleanor  his  Mother  was  prefent,  and  fat  on  his  Right  At  Nottingham, 
Hand.  Rut  Roger  Hoveden,  who  is  very  particular 
in  his  Account  of  this  Affembly,  and  what  was  done 
at  it,  writes,  *  That  the  King  fat  in  State,  with  Hu- 
*  bert,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  on  his  Right  Hand  \ 
■  and  Geofry,  Archbifhop  of  York,  on  his  Left  (r).*  The 
reft  of  the  Bifhops  and  Peers  that  compofed  this  Meet- 
ing and  are  mentioned,  were  Hugh  Bimop  of  Durham^ 
Hugh  Bifhop  of  Lincoln,  IVtliiam  Bifhop  of  Ely  the 
King's  Chancellor,  llrtlliam  Bifhop  of  Hereford,  Henry 
Bimop  of  JVorcefler,  Henry  Bsfhop  of  Exeter,  and  John 
Biihop  of  Whitehaven ;  David  Earl  of  Huntington  Bro- 
ther to  the  King  of  Scots,  Hamelin  Earl  of  Warren% 
Ralph  Earl,  of  Chefter,  Wlliam  Earl  Ferrers,  WilUam 
Earl  of  Salisbury,  and  Rager  Bigot  Earl  MarjhaL  On 
the  Fiift  Day  of  their  Seffion,  which  was  March  29th, 
the  King  deprived  Gerhard  de  Canvile  of  the  Pofleflion 
of  the  Caftle  of  Lincoln,  and  his  Office  of  Sheriff  of  that 
Shire  }  Hugh  Bardolph  of  the  Caftles  of  York  and  Sear* 
brwgh>  the  Cuftody  of  Weftmor eland,  with  the  Office 
of  Sheriff  of  Yor^/hire  ;  and  expoted  them  to  Sale.  The 

Vol.  L  C  Arch- 


(c)  Rogcri  Hgvcdtn,  Annala^.  419, 
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King  Richard  I.  Archbifhop  of  York  bought  the  Sheriff's  Office  for  that 
County  for  3000  Marks,  and  an  annual  Rent  of  an 
Hundred  Marks  (d).  On  the  Second  Day  the  King 
demanded  Judgment  againft  his  Brother  John,  for  ha- 
ving, contrary  to  his  Oath  of  Fealty,  ufurped  his 
Caftles,  and  entered  into  a  Confederacy  with  the  King 
of  France  againft  him  ;  as  alfo  againft  Hugh  de  Na- 
vanty  Bifhop  of  Coventry,  for  adhering  to  him  and  his 
other  Enemies.  It  was  determined  that  they  mould 
both  appear  upon  a  Day  fixed,  to  anfwer  according  to 
Law  j  which  if  they  refuted  to  do  the  Earl  fliould  be 
ban iflied,  and  the  Bifhop  undergo  fuch  Penalty  both 
from  Clergy  and  Latty  as  his  Crime  deferved  ( e).  On 
the  third  Day  the  Parliament  gianted  to  the  King  two 
Shillings  from  every  Plough-Land  in  England  (f) :  Bc- 
fides  he  required  a  third  Part  of  the  Service  of  every 
Knight's  tee  for  his  Attendance  in  Normandy,  and  all  the 
Wool  that  Year  of  the  Cljlerdan  Monks,  which  being 
judged  too  hard,  he  compounded  with  them  for  a  Fine* 
The  Fourth  and  In  ft  Day  was  fpent  in  hearing  and  de- 
termining of  Grievances  and  Accu  Cations  ;  and  fo  this 
Aflembly  broke  up  after  coming  to  aRefolution,  That 
to  nullify  the  Aft  of  Submifllon  which  Richard  had 
been  obliged  to  perform  to  the  Emperor,  he  ftiould 
be  CrownM  again,  which  accordingly  v/as  performed 
the  Eajler  following  at  Wlmhefler. 

The  moft  of  this  King's  ftiort  Reign  was  fpent  in 
this  Crujade  \  as1  well  as  great  Part  of  the  Nation's 
Money.  In  the  lirft  Year  of  it  a  Scutage  of  twenty 
Shillings  was  laid  on  every  Knight's  Fee.  In  the  fe- 
cond,  for  the  Armament  ro  carry  on  the  Holy  War, 
two  Saddle  Hotfes  and  two  Sumpter  Horfea  were  taken 
of  every  City ;  of  every  Ahby  one  Saddle  Horfe  and 
one  Sumpter  Horfe ;  and  of  every  Mannor  of  the 
King's  the  fame  as  the  Abbies.  For  his  Ranfom,  when 
Prifoner  to  the  Emperor,  of  every  Knight's  Fee  twen- 
ty 

(d)  Rogeri  Hoveden,  Atota Ut,  p.  J\  1 9. 

(e)  John  not  appearing  within  the  Time  limited,  the  King  caufed  Sen- 
tence to  be  pronounced  againit  him,  tonfifcating  all  his  Lands,  and  de* 
daring  him  incapable  to  fuc«ed  to  the  Crown.  The  Bifhop  two  Year* 
after  was  reftured  to  the  King's  Favour  and  his  Dilhoprick,  for  two  thou* 
(and  Majks.  Dxviet'u  Hiftory  of  Et#l  B^pit^. 

(f)  A  Tax  antientJy  called  Hwanule.  K.  Msvtd&i.  See  Tcim.ih- 
Uley  in  Jacob's  Law  Dictionary* 


ty  Shillings ;  a  fourth  Part  of  the  Rents  of  the  Laity ;  a  King 
fourth  Part  of  the  Rents  of  fome  Clerks,  and  a  Tenth 
of  others  ;  all  the  Gold  and  Silver  the  Churches  had  \ 
and  all  the  Wool  of  that  Year  the  Ciftercians  had,  as 
well  as  the  Monks  of  the  Order  of  Sempringham,  who 
never  were  taxed  before  (g).  The  Sum  the  Emperor 
demanded  for  King  Richard's  Ranfom  was  One  Hun- 
dred and  forty  Thoufand  Marks  of  Silver  (h).  For  Li- 
berty of  Tournament,  every  Earl  gave  twenty  Marks, 
every  Baron  ten  Marks,  every  landed  Knight  four 
Marks,  and  every  Knight  of  Fortune  two  Marks.  In 
the  Years  1 185,  and  1196,  were  raifed  the  Sum  of 
One  Million  one  Hundred  Thoufand  Marks,  but  not 
faid  how  j  alfo  an  Aid  of  five  Shillings  of  every  Plow- 
Land.  Great  Sums  were  alfo  raifed  by  Seifures,  Fines, 
and  Compofitions,  and  Sale  of  the  Demefne  Lauds. 
So  much  Money  went  out  of  the  Kingdom  on  this 
expenfive  Crujade,  and  for  the  King's  Ranfom,  that 
not  one  Genuine  Coin  of  this  King's  Stamp  is  to  be 
met  with  in  the  Collections  of  the  Curious. 

To  Richard  fucceeded  John  his  Brother,  the  young-  ^ 
eft  Son  of  Henry  the  Second  ;  whofe  Reign,  though 
it  proved   very  unhappy  and  troublefome  to  him- 
felf,  yet  it  chanced  to  be  of  infinite  Service  to  his 
Subjects  and  ail  their  Poller  ity. 

In  the  Year  1200,  the  firft  of  his  Reign,  he  Anno 
called  together  the  Eftates  of  the  Realm  to  meet  at 
Lincoln ;  where,  alfo,  fay  our  Hiftorians,  he  had  fum- 
moned  William  King  of  Scotland  to  appear  and  do  Ho- 
mage to  him  for  that  Kingdom.  The  Scotch  King 
came,  and  the  Ceremony  was  performed  on  a  Hill 
near  Lincoln,  in  the  Prefence  of  all  the  Noblemen  of 
both  Kingdoms,  and  all  the  People  (/).  This  Conven- 
C  %  tion 

KulU  i&mqttc  Esclefiti  nuUm  0r/>,  wmUks  Grafa  -otl  </I 
frjtttrm$u,  yui  fo»  u%eret*r  ai  Liberatum**  M,  Piris. 

<h)  One  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  of  Silver.  Ai  Pnndui  Colon  he 
Mcnett  pttblkt  prjLtM.  R-id.  dc  Diceto,  inter  Decern  Script. 

A  Pound  of  Silver  at  that  Time  was  a  Pound  Weight,  and 
equal  to  three  Pounds  Sterling  i  Confeqaently  the  Price  of  the  Kiag't 
Hinfomwras  300,000  I.  Modern  Money  j  a  prodigious  Sum  in  thofe 
Dajl  I 

(t)  Cafam  Ort  mMtUi  utriiifyHe  B.eg»'  et  timm  Pojwto, 

Knyjjhton,  inter  Decern  Script. 


Anno  Regni  14, 
1*13. 


At  London. 
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King  John.      tion  is  alfo  called  a  Parliament  by  fome  old  Writers  (k), 
tho*  for  what  Reafon  we  are  not  able  to  learn,  for 
there  were  no  Laws  of  any  Kind  enacted  at  it.  But, 
AnnoReRni  5.  in  the  Year  1204,  and  the  fifth  of  his  Reign,  we  find 
1*04.       a  Meeting  of  the  Nobles  called,  much  liker  a  Parlia- 
At  Oxford.      mem  than  the  laft  {I)  ;  They  met  at  Oxford  on  the  fe- 
cond  of  January,  but  by  what  Writ  they  were  fum- 
moned  is  not  fpeeifie'l.    Here  was  granted  to  the  King 
two  Marks  and  a  half  of  every  Knight's  Fee  ;  nor  did 
the  Bifhops  or  Abbots,  or  other  of  the  Clergy,  depart 
without  a  Promife  of  the  fame. 

The  Storm  betwixt  this  King  and  his  Barons  be- 
ginning to  grow  high,  Stephen  Langton,  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury  interpofed,  and  with  much  ado  prevailed 
upon  John  to  call  a  Parliament,  or  Convention  of 
Eft  a  tea,  which  met  at  London  in  St  Pauh  Cathedral. 
Here  the  Archbifhop  produced  a  Charter  of  King  Henry 
the  Firft,  by  which  he  granted  to  his  People  their  an- 
tient  Liberties,  which  had  been  violated  by  the  unjuft 
Exactions  of  his  Predeceflbrs,  fiich  as  were  according 
to  the  Laws  of  King  Edward,  and  with  thofe  Amend- 
ments which  his  Father,  by  the  Council  of  his  Ba- 
rons, did  ratify.  This  Charter,  which  is  ftill  extant 
in  M.  Paris ,  being  read  amongft  the  Barons,  they 
were  much  rejoiced  at  it ;  and  fwore  in  the  Prefence 
of  the  Archbifhop,  that  for  thefe  Liberties  they  would, 
if  Need  required,  fpend  their  Blood ;  and  making  an 
Agreement  with  the  Prelate  to  that  End,  they  broke 
up  without  any  Anfwer  from  the  King. 

Magna  charts  Now  we  come  to  the  Time  when  $agna  Cfjatta, 
or  the  Great  Charter  of  our  Liberties  was  granted,  or 
rather  forced  from  this  King  by  his  Barons.  This 
being  the  Fundamental  Part  of  our  Englijb  Laws, 
{lands  in  the  Front  of  all  our  printed  Statutes,  and  is 
the  great  Burwark  betwixt  the  Power  of  the  Crown 
and  the  Liberties  of  the  Subject.  For  having  been  fre- 
quently 

fh)  Rex  Johannes  in  Angliam  tx  Nornwnia  reverf*-',  TtAimaevtum 
putts  t-fqut  lincolniam  convacttverat. 

Ch< .».  J.  Brompton  inter  Decern  Script. 
(I)  R.cx  fl»  Mjgttates  Anglia  catrvt/rernnt,  *j>ud  Oxooiam  <*d  *  ttioqHiitm, 

U,  Paris* 
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quently  renewed  and  confirmed  by  feveral  Ac"te  of  Par-  King  John, 
liament,  it  is  by  the  ableft  Lawyers  called  UEilatutt 
de  Magna  Charts  Charta  Libertatum  Regtti,  Commu- 
nis Libertas,  and  Chartre  de  Franckifes  ;  the  Reafon  of 
its  being  called  Magna*  fays  one  (m)  great  Man  of  the 
Law,  is  becaufe  of  the  great  Weightinefs  and  weighty 
Great  nefs  of  the  Matter  contained  in  it. 

This  Charter  was  fir  ft  granted  in  Form  by  KingAano  Regni 
John,  in  the  fixteenth  Year  of  his  Reign  ;  after  a  long  i«5. 
Series  of  Civil  War  betwixt  him  and  his  Barons,  of 
which  our  Chronicles  give  a  melancholy  and  terrible 
Defcriptton.  The  King  being  at  la  ft  hard  put  to  it 
by  the  Barons ;  deferted  almoft  by  every  one  ;  and  ha- 
ving, as  M.  Paris  writes,  fcarce  feven  Hoifemen  left 
to  guard  his  Perfon,  thought  it  high  Time  to  tooth 
his  angry  Nobles,  and  therefore  fent  William  Marefibalt 
Earl  of  Pembroke*  with  fome  others,  to  the  Lords, 
then  at  London ,  to  tell  them  that  he  would  grant  the 
Laws  and  Liberties  they  defired.  The  Embaflador  and 
his  Menage  were  received  with  great  Joy  by  the  Ba- 
rons, who  appointed  a  Time  and  Place,  according  to 
the  King's  Defire,  for  the  Meeting. 

This  great  AfTembly  of  the  King  and  the  Barons  was 
in  a  Place  betwixt  Windfir  and  Stains*  called  lining*  At  Running 
met)€  ( n ),  which  is  interpreted,  fays  Mat.  We/lminfter9 
the  Meadow  of  Council ;  becaufe,  adds  he,  in  ancient 
Times  the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom  had  been  frequently 
treated  on  in  that  Place.  On  the  15th  of  June  1215, 
the  King  and  the  Nobles  met  in  this  Meadow  ;  on  the 
King's  Side  appeared  with  him  the  Archbifticps  of 
Canterbury  and  Dublin*  the  Bifhops  of  London,  Win- 
ehe/ler,  Lincoln*  Bath,  Worcejler*  Coventry*  and  Roche* 
fter ;  Pandulph*  the  Pope's  Agent  and  Matter  of  the 
Order  of  Templars  in  England :  Of  Noblemen,  William 
Marefchal  Earl  of  Pembroke*  the  Earls  of  Salisbury*  War- 
ren  and  Arundel ;  Alan  de  Galewey*  William  Fitzge- 
rald* Peter  Fitzberbert*  Thomas  Bajfet*  Matthew  Fuz- 
herbert*  Alan  Bajfet*  Hugh  de  Nevile*  Hubert  de 
Burg,  Robert  de  Roppelay*  John  Marefchall,  and  Philip 
de  Albiney.    On  the  Part  of  the  Barons,  fays  Paris, 

appeared 

fm)  Coke1  j  It#.  Lib.  a.  Cap.  y 

fn)  M#t,  Wtfmnjttr  (Ah  it  AnunmeJ  j  and  Mt  taris,  Rmiitigfl' 


King  Joha, 
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a  a   The  Parliamentary  History 

appeared  fuch  a  Number,  that  it  fccmcd  as  if  all  the 
Nobility  of  England  was  collected  into  one  Body.  At 
length,  adds  our  Author,  after  they  had  treated  on 
various  Subjects,  the  King,  knowing  full  well  that  Ms 
Strength  was  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  Barons, 
without  the  leaf!  ieeming  Reluctance,  agreed  to  ieveral 
Articles,  and  confirmed  <thcm  by  his  Charter. 

Next  follows  the  Charter  at  Length  in  M.  Pans, 
as  well  as  the  Ctjarfa  U  tfmtta,  granted  at  the  fame 
Time ;  which  Foreft-Laws  and  Cuftoms,  as  they  could 
not  be  infer  ted  in  the  fame  Schedule  with  the  former, 
by  Rcafon  of  their  Length,  fays  Paris,  made  a  different 
Inftrument,  and  was  witnefled  accordingly.  Both  thefe 
Charters  have  been  fo  often  printed  and  publimed  in 
various  Authors  and  Forms,  that  it  is  unneceflary  here 
to  fay  any  more  about  them  j  but  they  will  be 
found  frequently  quoted  by  many  fucceeding  Patri- 
ots in  the  Courfe  of  our  Parliamentary  Debates. 

That  our  Readers  may  the  better  underftand  to 
wbofe  Memories  they  are  indebted  for  great  Part  of  their 
prefent  Liberties,  it  will  not  be  amils  to  give  the 
Names  of  Twenty  five  Lords  who  were  chofen  by  the 
reft,  and  fworn  to  fee  that  this  Royal  Charter  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Pope's  Bull  for  the  greater  Security  of  it. 
The  Titles  and  Names  were  as  follows,  the  Earls  of 
Clare,  Albemerk,  Ghucefter,  Winchefler,  and  Hereford, 
Earl  Roger9  Earl  Robert,  Earl  Marshal  Jun.  Robert 
Fitzwalttr  Sen.  Gilbert  de  Clare,  Eujlace  de  Pefcyy  Hugo 
Bigst,  William  de  Murray,  William  de  Huntingfilde, 
Richard  de  Mountfitchet,  William  de  Jlbineto,  the  Mayor 
of  London,  Gilbert  Delaval,  Robert  de  Ros,  the  Confta* 
ble  of  Cbe/ier,  Richard  de  Percy,  John  Fitzrobert,  Wil- 
liam Mallet,  Geofry  de  Say,  and  Roger  de  Mulbroy.  To 
thefe  Lords  were  alfo  fworn  as  Coadjutors  and  fub- 
fervient  to  them,  the  Earls  of  Arundale,  and  War- 
ren, Henry  Doily*  Hubert  de  Burg,  Matthew  Fiizher- 
bert,  Robert  de  Ptnkeni,  Roger  Hufcarle,  Robert  de  New- 
bury, Henry  de  Ponte  Audomarli,  Radulph  de  la  Haict 
Henry  de  Brent/eld,  Garim  Fitzgerald,  Ihomat  Bajjet^ 
Widiam  de  Rokelant,  William  de  Saintjohan,  Alan  Bajjct, 
Richard  de  Ripariis,  Hugo  Beneval,  Jordan  de  Saukvili, 
Rad.  Muskard,  Rich.  Sibfleuvajly  Robert  de  R&pelay,  An- 
drew 
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drew  de  Beucamp,  Walter  de  Dunedahle,  Walter  Rliotb,  King  John* 
John  Faults,  John  Mare/chatty  Philip  de  Mem,  William 
de  Parcoy  Radulph  deNermanvile,  William  de  Perd*  WiU 
Ham  /fgailun,  Engerus  de  Pratefl^  William  de  Cirent, 
Roger  de Zuche> Roger  Fit-z-harnardy  Geefry  de  Cracumbe* 
Thefe  all  (wore,  fays  Paris,  to  obey  the  Commands  of 
the  aforefaid  twenty  five  Barons ;  and  all  thefe  toge* 
ihtt  make  up  the  Lift  of  the  principal  Pcrfons  that  com* 
pofed  this  Grand  Aflembly.  Tbe  King,  however, 
was  not  over-willing  to  ftick  to  thefe  Charters  of  Li- 
berties, but  had  many  Struggles  with  his  Barons  after- 
wards, in  order  to  difannul  them.  He  died  the  Year 
following,  and  left  his  Kingdom,  deeply  involved  in 
this  Civil  War,  to  his  eldeft  Son  He*try  (e), 

Henry  the  Third  began  his  Reign  in  the  Year  12 16,  King  Henry  u 
being  then  only  Ten  Years  of  Age.  At  a  very  danger- 
ous and  troublefome  Period  did  this  young  King  come 
to  the  Crown.  The  Kingdom  full  of  Inteftine  Broils, 
and  a*  Foreign  Enemy,  headed  by  Lewis  the  French 
Kmg's  Son,  in  the  Heart  of  it.  But  the  Barons,  foon 
after,  finding  it  their  own  Interelt  to  unite,  did  fo, 
and  drove  Lewis  out  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and  all  Things 
went  on  in  an  amicable  Manner  during  the  King's  Mi- 
nority. 

In  the  Year  1223,  a  Meeting  of  the  Barons,  or  a  Anno  Rrgnj7, 
Parliament,  was  fummoned  to  Loudon ;  where  the 
King  met  them,  January  13th,  the  fame  Year  At  London, 
At  this  Conference  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury ,  and 
other  great  Men  requefted  the  King  that  he  would  con- 
firm the  Liberties  and  free  Cuftoms  for  which  a  War 
was  made  with  his  Father  ;  urging,  moreover,  That 
when  Lewis  left  England,  both  the  King  and  all  the 
Nobility  had  fworn  to  obferve,  and  caufe  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  thofe  Liberties,  and  therefore  could  not  refufe 
to  do  it.  Upon  which  William  Briivere,  one  of  the 
King's  Council,  rcplyed,  *  That  the  Liberties  they 

*  defired  were  violently  extorted,  and  therefore  ought 

*  not  to  be  obferved.'   The  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury 


111 


(0)  There  were  feveral  Scutjgea  in  thU  King'i  Reign,  but  u  they 
were  arbitrarily  and  vafioufly  collcfled,  they  do  not  defuse  Notice 
(p)  Ktf  art  i.ondoni»>  vwtitt  mm  litrwit/**  *d  CQlloouiunj.  M,  Paxil. 
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Kb&Hearyin.m  a  Paflion  reproved  him,  and  laid,  '  That  if  he  loved 

*  the  King  he  would  not  hinder  the  Peace  of  the 

*  Kingdom/  The  King,  _  feeing  the  Prelate  much 
moved  on  the  Occafion,  alio  red  them,  *  That  he  had 

*  bound  himfelf  by  Oath  to  preferve  'their  Liberties* 

*  and  what  was  fworn  he  would  obferve.*  And  having 
called  a  Council  he  forthwith  fent  his  Letters  to  all 
the  Sheriffs  in  the  Kingdom,  to  make  Enquiry  by  the 
Oaths  of  twelve  Knights  or  legal  Men,  in  every  Coun- 
ty, what  were  the  Liberties  of  England  in  the  Time  of 
King  Henry  his  Grandfather,  and  to  make  a  Return 
of  them  to  Ltndm  fifteen  Days  after  Eajler. 

The  next  Year,  1224,  the  King  met  the  Arch- 
1124.    '  bifhops,  Bifhops,  Earls,  Barons,  and  many  others  {q  >g 
fummoned  to  appear  at  Northampton,  to  treat  about 


Nevftaop-  the  Affairs  0f     Kingdom.  _  The  King  being  willing, 


fays  Paris,  to  take  the  Advice  of  his  Great  Men  r), 
concerning  his  foreign  Dominions,  which  the  King  of 
Frame  had  then  in  his  Pofllffion.  But  their  Nego- 
tiations were  interrupted  by  a  fmall  Rebellion,  which, 
at  that  Time,  broke  out  very  near  them.  One  Faka- 
fius>  or  Fauke  de  Brent ,  had  feized  upon  Braibrooke^ 
one  of  the  King's  itinerant  Juftices,  for  fetting  a  Fine 
upon  him  for  commiting  much  Spoil  and  Rapine  in 
the  Country,  and  had  imprifoned  him  in  his  Caftie  at 
Bedford.  The  King  and  his  Great  Council  being  much 
fcandalifed  at  fuch  a  bold  Proceeding,  ordered  the  Caftie 
to  be  befieged;  which  it  was,  and  taken,  and  twenty -four 
of  the  Garrifon  hang'd  up  on  the  Walls  of  it ;  the 
Rebel  himfelf  found  Means  to  fly  into  Wales:  But  by 
the  Interceffion  of  a  Bifhop  he  was  introduced  to  the 
King,  fell  down  at  his  Feet  and  implored  his  Mercy  ; 
urging  his  former  Services  for  his  Pardon.  The  King, 
by  the  Advice  of  his  Council*  having  firft  taken  from 
him  his  Caftles,  Lands  and  Goods,  committed  him  to 
the  Cuftody  of  the  Bifhop  of  London  till  further  Orders. 
After  this,  the  Aflembly  granted  to  the  King,  for  his 
great  Trouble  and  Expences,  two  Shillings  of  every 
Plough- Land,  and  the  King,  in  Return,  granted  the 
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Barons  two  Marks  Sterling  of  every  Knight's  Fee,  to  Ki-g  Heary  n 
be  levied  on  their  Tenants. 

King  Henry  kept  his  Chriflmai  at  Weflminjler  in  the  Anno  R-gai  9. 
Year  1225,  where  it  appears  that  the  Barons,  fcfr.  "-s- 
■were  fummoned.    Here  it  was,  that  in  a  very  full  Af-  . 
ferobly,  («;  of  both  Clergy  and  Lai;y,  Hugo  <te  BurgbtAtWcAnutl{iett 
the  King's  Jufticiary,  in  the  Prefence  of  them  all,  de- 
clared, *  The  Damages  and  Injuries  the  King  fuftained 

*  in  his  Dominions  beyond  Sea  ;  wherein,  not  only 

*  the  King  but,  alfo,  fevcral  Earls  were  thrown  out 
«  of  their  Pofleflions.    That  feeing  many  were  con- 

*  cerned,  the  Affiibnce  ought  to  be  proportionable  ; 

*  he  therefore  required  their  Counfel  and  Aid,  that 

*  the  Royalties  of  the  Crown,  and  iheir  antient  Rights 

*  might  be  recovered  ;  for  the  retrieving  of  which,  he 

*  thought,  the  fifteenth  Pare  of  all  Moveables,  both  of 

*  Ecclefiaftics  and  Laics,  would  be  fufficient.*  This 
being  moved  by  the  Chief  Juftice,  the  Peers,  after 
feme  Deliberation,  returned  this  Anfwer  to  the  King, 
«  That  they  would  readily  fatisfy  his  Defues,  if  he 

*  would  grant  to  them  their  long  delired  Liberties.* 
To  this  the  King  confented,  and  Charters  were  forth- 
with writ,  and  Sealed  with  the  King's  Seal,  and  one 
directed  to  every  County  in  England.  To  the  Coun- 
ties, alio,  where  there  were  Forefts,  two  Charters 
were  directed  ;  one  concerning  their  common  Liber* 
ties,  and  the  other  the  Liberties  of  the  Foreft.  The 
Tenor  of  thefe  Charters  are  the  very  fame  with  thofe 
of  King  John,  A  Month  after  Hajlery  a  Day  was, 
k\  to  choofe  twelve  Knights,  and  legal  IVlen  (n)t  who 
upon  Oath  mould  diftinguifti  the  new  Forefts  from  the 
old  ones  j  and  whatever  Forefts  were  found  to  be  made 
after  the  Coronation  of  Henry  the  Second,  were  forth- 
with to  be  dififforefted. 

The  Council  being  ended,  Charters  were  carried 
to  every  County  $  and,  by  the  King's  Command,  e- 
very  one  fworn  to  obferve  them.  The  Wzy  and  Man- 
ner of  levying  this  Fifteenth  was  direcled  by  the  King  ; 
and  becaufe  it  is  very  particular  to  know  how  Fif- 

Vol.  I  D  teentbs 
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j  tettiths  were  raifed  in  thofe  Days,  Dr  Brady  has  printed 
the  Record  of  it  in  his  Jppendix  (0).  In  this  Parlia- 
ment, alfo,  the  Barons  granted  the  King  the  Wards 
and  Marriages  of  their  Heirs ;  which  proved  what  if 
was  then  called,  by  thofe  who  had  a  View  into  the 
Conferences  of  Things,  Mtium  Mali. 

The  fame  Year,  in  the  Month  of  Marth^  another 
Alfembly  of  the  great  Men  was  called  ;  but  nothing 
more  was  done  at  it  than  the  Tryal  of  Fakafm?  the 
Rebel  aforefaid  ;  when  the  King,  with  the  Co*  fent 
and  Advice  of  the  Nobles,  condemned  him  to  perpe- 
tual Banifhment.  This  Man,  fays  Paris  f  at  his  go- 
ing on  Shipboard  to  his  Exile,  with  Tears  in  his  Eyes, 
bid  the  Meflengers  that  conducted  him  tell  the  K'ng, 

*  That  whatever  he  had  done,  was  by  the  Inltigation 

*  of  the  EngUJh  Barons  (p). 

Thus  far  Matters  went  very  even  betwixt  this  King 
and  his  Bardns  ;  but  noW,  Henry^  being  arrived  at 
Manhood,  wanted  to  knock  off  the  Shackles  which 
were  impofed,  as  he  thought,  on  the  Royal  Preroga- 
tive, by  the  granting  of  the  Great  Charter toV.  not- 
with  Handing  he  had,  at  his  Coronation,  fworn  to  keep 
them  inviolably,  and  had  publickly  confirmed  this  Oath 
at  feveral  Times  after. 

To  this  Purpofe,  in  the  Year  1227,  at  an  AjTem- 
bly  of  the  Peers,  called  to  meet  together  at  Oxford? 
the  King  told  them,  *  That  iincehe  was  now  arrived 
(  at  a  lawful  Age,  for  the  future  he  would  be  releafed 

*  from  the  Government  of  others,  and  take  the  Reins 

*  of  it  into  his  own  Hands.*  He  then  by  his  Autho- 
thority  Cancel'd  ®agna  Cfjarfa  and  Cfiatrra  DC  $0* 
Tttta;  giving  this  Reafon,  *  That  thofe  Charters  of 

*  Liberties  were  made  and  figned  when  he  was  not 

*  his  own  Matter,  bur  under  ihe  Government  of 

*  others,  and  confequently  could  not  be  valid,  becaufe 

*  he  was  not  bound  to  keep  what  he  was  forced  to 

*  promife  (<?).'  This  Declaration,  fays  Paris*  made 
very  great  Murmuring  in  the  Afiembiy*;  and  all  afcri- 

bed 

(oj  See  the  AptenMx.  to  Dr  Brady's  Compleat  Hiftory.  from  Pat.  q. 
H.  3.  M.  7.  Dorfo. 

(f)  InJimftH  AljfoYtm  Rcgni  Anglic  fmjt.  M.  Part*, 

Cum  tree  J «  fopris  ant  %W  aiiywm  fatejiattm  Uhncriu  Ibid, 
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bed  this  Aft  of  the  King's  to  the  Advice  of  his  Prime  King  Henry  ni, 
Minifter,  Hubert  de  Burgh^  at  that  Time  Chief  Juftice 
of  England;  who,  adds  our  Authority,  was  grown 
fo  much  in  the  young  King's  Favour,  that  no  Advice 
but  his  own  was  the  Jeaft  regarded.  At  the  fame 
Time,  it  was  told  the  Churchmen,  *  That  the  King 
intended  to  maintain  their  Liberties,  provided  they 
would  all  take  out  new  Charters,  efteeming  the  old 
cues  s  no  ways  valid.  And  as  a  more  mortal  Wound 
to  tfy;  Clergy,  a  Fine  was  laid,  not  according  to  their 
AbiiAies,  but  what  the  Prime  Minifter  demanded,  that 
the*  were  obliged  to  pay. 

Id  the  Year  1232,  the  King  kept  his  Ckriflmas  at  Anno  Rcjmi  16, 
Winthefter*  and  upon  the  7th  of  March  following  he  "3*« 
met  the  Nobles,  as  well  Prelates  as  Laics,  at  JVeJlmin-  At  Weftminftert 
fier(r)  :  To  whom  he  declared,  '  That  his  late  Ex- 
1  pedition  abroad  had  involv'd  him  in  very  great  Debt, 
'  by  which  he  was  now  abfolutely  obliged  to  require  a 
■  general  Aid.'    To  this  Demand  Raxulpb,  Eari  of 
Chefter,  reply ed,  in  the  Name  of  the  Noblemen, 

*  That  the  Earls,  Barons  and  Knights  who  held  of 

*  the  King,  in  Capite,  had  perfonally  ferved  him,  and 
1  had  been  at  great  Expence  to  no  Purpofe ;  whereby 

*  they  were  reduced  to  Poverty,  and  therefore  of  Right 

*  tbey  owed  no  Aid  to  the  King  at  that  Time.* 
Then  the  Lay- Lords,  alking  Leave,  departed.  The 
Prelates,  &c  anfwered  for  their  Parts,  *  That  many 

*  Biihops  and  Abbots,  who  were  fummoned,  were 

*  not  yet  come  up  -  and  therefore  defired  that  it  might 
'  be  deferred,  and  a  Day  appointed  for  all  to  meet  to- 

*  gether,  and  confult  what  ought  to  be  done  in  that 

*  BufineiV   The  King  agreed  to  this,  and  the  Meet- 
ing was  fixed  to  be  fifteen  Days  after  Eafttr. 

Some  Time  after  this  a  great  Storm  was  raifed  2- 
gainft  Hubert  de  Burgh  y  the  King's  Prime  Minifies, 
and  Chief  Juftice  of  England :  He  was  accufed  of  lie- 
veral  very  high  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanours,  recounted 
at  large  by  M.  Paris ;  That  he  had  been  guilty  of  feveral 
treafonable  Practices,  and  given  treacherous  Advice  to 
;hc  King ;  much  to  the  Prejudice  of  both  him  and  the 
D  2  Kingdom: 

Af  gJ*.';<  AngY'.f..         Vr t'uti  ftum  Laid.  M.  Pttis, 
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Rjng  Henry  in.  Kingdom  v  That  he  had  procured  William  Earl  of  Sa- 
lisbury, JVilltam  Manfthal  Earl  of  Pembroke,  Falcafm 
de  Brent,  and  Richard  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury^  to  be 
poifoned  :  That  he  had  gained  the  King's  Affections  by 
Sorcery  and  Witchcraft.  He  was  accufcd,  alfo,  of 
In ju  ft  ice,  Extortion  and  Rapine.  Alt  which  extraor- 
dinary Crimes  were  urged  fo  home  agamft  the  Favou- 
rite, before  the  King,  that  he  caufed  it  to  be  publickly 
proclaimed  in  London,  that  whoever  had  any  Com- 
plaint again  ft  Hubert  mould  come  before  him,  and 
Juftice  mould  be  done  to  the  Offended. 
Anno  Rcgni  16.  On  the  14th  of  September ,  the  fame  Year,  1232, 
Ia3*'  the  King  fummoned  the  Bifliops  and  other  Prelates  of 
the  Church,  with  the  Nobility  of  the  Kingdom  (/)  to 
At  Lambeth,  meet  at  Lambeth  j  by  whom  the  fortieth  Part  of  all 
Moveables,  belonging  to  all  Bifhops,  Abbots,  Priors, 
Clerks  and  Laymen,  was  granted  to  the  King,  for 
the  Payment  of  the  Debt  which  he  owed  to  the  Earl 
of  Britain.  At  this  Convention,  alfo,  Hubert  de  Burgh 
was  required  to  give  in  his  Anfwer  to  the  feveralArtidea 
preferred  again  ft  him  ;  as  it  had  been  ftipulated  by  the 
King.  But  Hubert,  fays  Paris,  fearing  that  the  King 
would  put  him  to  fome  fhameful  Death,  thought  fit 
to  abfcond  and  fhut  himfelf  up  in  a  Sanftuary  amongft 
the  Canons  at  Meruit  (/) ;  waiting  for  a  Time  to  give 
in  his  Anfwer  when  the  King  was  in  a  better  Humour. 
Henry,  in  a  great  Rage  at  this,  fent  to  the  Mayor  of 
London  to  force  Hubert  from  his  Sanctuary,  and  bring 
him  before  him  dead  or  alive.  The  Lwdwiers,  glad  of 
this  Opportunity  to  be  revenged  of  Hubert,  for  hang- 
ing a  favourite  Citizen  of  theirs,  rung  the  Alarm  Bell, 
and  inftanily,  near  twenty- thoufand  of  the  meaner 
Sort  weie  collected  together,  to  whom  the  Mayor  read 
the  King's  Letter,  and  defired  them  to  be  all  ready  in 
the  Morning  to  perform  the  King's  Commands.  But 
fome  of  the  graver  Sort  of  Citizens,  and  richer  we 
fuppofe,  dreading  the  ill  Confequence  of  railing  fuch  a 
tumultuary  Mob,  went  to  the  Bifhop  of  Witichefter's 
Houfe  in  Sauthwark,  and  defired  his  Advice,  who  told 

them 


CO  Epifcnpiet  aUt  Ecdefijrum  Vrzhti^  cum  FnxsribHS  2tf£n«.    M.  P 
ft  J  Mai  11  in  Swrrty,  an  A  bby  Founded  by  Henry  the  Firrt,  for 
nofli  of  St  Jtfjlm9  Anitti  i  m. 
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them,  plainly,  that  whatever  came  of  it  they  mutt  King  Hemy  m. 
execute  the  King's  Precept.  Struck  with  this  ftrange 
Epifcopal  Advice,  fays  Matthew,  they  retired  j  and 
accordingly  next  Morning  the  fame  Number  of  Citi- 
zens, or  more,  appeared  in  Arms,  and  with  Colours 
flying,  marched  towards  the  Sanctuary.  Hubert,  when 
hie  heard  of  this,  gave  himfelf  up  for  loft,  and  throw* 
ing  himfelf  on  his  Knees  before  the  High  Altar  of  ihe: 
Church,  recommended  both  his  Soul  and  Body  to  God. 
But  Ranulpb  Earl  of  Chefler  had  hinted  to  ihe  King, 
that  if  fuch  tumultuous  Proceedings  were  countenan- 
ced, a  Sedition  might  be  raifed,  that  would  not  be  eafily 
appeafed  ;  adding,  that  it  would  be  a  great  Reproach 
to  the  King  abroad,  when  it  was  heard  that  he  thus 
treated  thofe  who  had  been  his  Favourites.  The  King 
was  ftagger'd  at  this,  and  immediately  difpatched  two 
Meffengers  with  Letters  to  the  Mayor  to  revoke  his 
former  Precept.  The  Citizens  were  amazed  at  thefe 
counter  Orders ;  but,  however,  notwithstanding  they 
mi  fled  of  their  Prey,  they  all  went  quietly  back  to  their 
own  Homes. 

Thefe  Things  happened  whilft  the  aforefaid  Con- 
vention of  the  Nobles  was  fitting  at  Lambeth,  in  order 
to  have  Hubert  brought  before  them,  which  makes  us 
fo  particular  in  the  Recital. 

Hubert,  however,  efcaped  the  Fury  of  his  Enemies 
for  that  Time ;  and  having  foon  after  delivered  up  all 
his  immenfe  Riches  to  the  King,  it  fo  foftned  Henry's 
Heart,  that  if  he  did  not  wholely  forgive  him,  yet  he 
granted  him  all  his  Lands  again  ;  and  Hubert  only  re- 
mained a  State  Prifoner  in  the  Cattle  of  Devizes  for 
fome  Time. 

In  the  Place  of  Hubert  de  Burgh,  Earl  of  Kent,  Henry 
foon  got  a  new  Favourite,  but  ten  times  more  obnoxi- 
ous to  the  Barons  than  the  former.  This  was  Peter 
Bifhop  of  IVinchefttr,  who  with  Peter  de  Rivail,  his 
Kinfman,  now  governed  the  King  and  all  the  publick 
Affairs  of  the  Kingdom.  Thefe  Men,  being  Foreigners* 
invited  over  into  England  feveral  Poiclevins  and  Britons, 
to  the  Number  of  2000  Knights  and  Servants,  who  were 
placed  as  Garrifons  in  feveral  Caftles ;  and  to  thefe 
ihe  eafy  Kmg  committed  the  Wardfliips  of  the  Nobi- 
lity, 
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king H«nry  hi.  lity,  which  afterwards  much  degenerated  by  being  ig- 
nobly matched  to  thefe  Foreigners.  And  when  any 
Englishman  complained  of  their  Burdens  and  Opprefll- 
ons  to  the  King,  they  were  hindered  from  any  Re- 
drefs  by  the  powerful  Influence  of  the  Bifhop  of  Win* 
chejler. 

By  thefe  Means  the  Flame,  that  burnt  fo  fiercely  in 
his  Father's  Time,  was  again  lighted  up  in  the  King- 
dom. For  Henry  having  lent  out  his  Letters,  lays 
Parish  to  call  the  Barons  together  to  a  Council,  to  be 

Anno  Rpgni  17.  held  on  the  Feaft  of  Zijshtiy  in  the  Year  1233,  at 
Il33-      Oxford,  the  Barons  absolutely  refufed  to  obey  the  King's 

At  Oxford.  Command  j  by  Reafon,  adds  our  Authors  that  they 
feared  the  Treachery  of  the  Foreigners,  who  then 
fwarmed  at  Court  ;  and  because  they  had  conceived  a 
juft  Indignation  againft  the  King  for  preferring  the 
P&ftevm  to  his  own  natural  Subjects,  This  Refuial 
they  had  delivered  to  the  King  in  a  very  folemn  Man  - 
ner  ;  who,  being  much  exafperaled  at  the  Barons  for 
this  Affront  offered  to  his  Authority,  took  Advice  of 
his  Lawyers  how  he  fliould  compel  them  to  obey. 
The  King  was  advifed  to  fummon  them  a  Second,  and 
a  Third  Time,  to  try  whether  they  would  appear  or 
not.  But  one  in  the  Council  being  fo  bold  as  to  tell 
him,  that  it  would  be  to  no  Purpofe,  nor  would  the 
Barons  ever  obey  his  Mandate,  or  he  enjoy  any  Peace, 
unlefs  he  would  remove  Peter  Bifhop  of  ffiinchefter>  and 
Peter  de  Rival!  his  Son,  (  or  bis  Nephew,  rather,  fays 
Peris  with  a  Sneer  J  from  his  Councils ;  the  King  fent 
And       again  to  his  Barons,  to  fummon  them  to  meet  at  Wcjl- 

AtWeftminfter.  minjler  on  the  Tenth  of  July  following,  and  there,  by 
their  Advice,  he  prom i fed  to  amend  whatfoever  was 
amifs,  or  by  Right  ought  to  be  amended.  But  when 
the  Barons  had  heard  that  the  King  only  fought  to 
enfnare  them  ;  that  he  had  actually  got  over  from 
Abroad  a  Set  of  Banditti,  or  Robbers,  with  Arms  and 
Horfes  for  that  Purpofe  ;  they  could  fee  no  Signs  of 
Concord,  and  again  refufed  to  come  to  him  ;  fending 
fpecial  Meflengers  to  the  King  with  this  pofiiive  De- 
mand, 41  That  if  he  did  not,  without  more  Delay, 

*  difmifs  Peter  Bifhop  of  Wintkefttr*  with  the  reft  of 

*  the  Psiftevins  from  his  Court,  they  would  never 

«  obey 

^  H 
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c  obey  any  of  bis  Summons,  but  intently  dtive  him  and  KiagHemj  lib 

*  bis  evil  Councilors  out  of  the  Kingdom,  and  elect 
«  a  new  King." 

/£r«ry  was  amazed,  and  his  whole  Court  much  ter- 
lify'd,  at  the  Haughtinefe  of  this  extraordinary  Mef- 
lags  •,  but  yet,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Biihop,  he  (ought 
to  repel  Force  by  Force,  ieiaed  upon  feveral  Manors 
belonging  to  thic  Barons  neareft  him,  declaring  the 
reft  of  them  Traitors,  and  that  he  would  give  their 
filiates  to  his  Foreigners. 

However,  the  Year  after,  1234,  the  King  Was  bet*  Anno  Regni  iS. 
ter  advifed,  and  the  Bifhops  and  Barons  met  him  at  xz34- 
Weftmlnfter,  in  order  to  fettle,  in 'this  General  Coun- At  Weftminfter. 
cil,  the  National  Difturbances.   The  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  with  the  reft  of  the  Prelates,  went  to  the 
King  and  his  Council,  and  told  him,  boldly  and  open- 
ry,  «  That  if  he  would  not  confent  to  the  Conditions  * 
■  the  Lords  had  already  propofed  to  him,  and  agree 
«  with  his  faithful  Subjects,  that  he,  with  the  Bifhops, 

*  would  immediately  excommunicate  him,  and  all  his 
«  evil  Counfellors.'  The  Thunder  of  the  Church  had 
a  better  Effect  on  the  King  than  the  BaronsThreats,  and, 
fays  our  Author,  he  humbly  and  meekly  anfwered  the 
Prelates,  That  he  utould  do  whatfiever  they  defired.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  a  Very  few  Days,  be  fent  Peter  Bimop 
Of  Wimefier  to  bis  Sec,  there  to  take  Care  of  his 
Flock,  and  never  more  to  meddle  with  State  Affairs. 
Peter  de  Rival!,  he  ftript  of  all  his  Caftles  and  Wealth 
which  he  bad  unjuftly  acquired ;  affirming  with  an 
Oath,  that  if  he  did  not  inftantly  go  into  Holy  Or- 
ders, and  take  a  Benefice,  he  would  order  both  his 
Eyes  to  be  put  our.  Moreover,  he  banifhed  all  the 
Foreigners  from  his  Court,  and  from  all  the  Caftles 
they  Were  po&is'd  of,  into  their  own  Country,  com- 
manding them  never  to  fee  bis  Face  again.  And  thu9, 
Ays  Parity  the  King,  having  difmifled  all  his  evil 
Counfellors,  recalled  to  their  Obedience  his  natural 
Subjects,  and  hoped,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Prelates 
aftre&id,  to  reftore  hb  harrafled  Kingdom  to  Peace 

and  Tranquility.  * 

Matters  continued  in  a  peaceable  State  after  this  but 
a  few  Years,  In  the  Year  1236  another  feleft  Coun- 
cil 
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King  Htwy  nr.  cil  of  the  Bifliops  and  Peers  was  called  to  Merton* 
Anno  Regni  10.  w^ere        King's  Marriage  with  Eleanor^  fecond 
1236.     *  Daughter  of  Raymond  Earl  of  Provence^  was  notified, 
At  Merton.     ant^  f°me  foreign  Affairs  t  ran  failed  of  no  Confequence 
to  our  Defign. 

We  call  this  a  felecl  Meeting  of  the  Peers,  becaufe, 
we  are  told,  that  it  was  only  compofed  of  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury j  the  Bifhops  of  his  own  Province, 
and  the  major  Part  of  the  Earls  and  Barons  (u).  It 
was  here,  however,  that  the  Statutes  of  Merton  were 
made  and  enafted,  which  have  ever  fjnce  been  a  Part 
of  the  Statute  Law  of  England  (v). 

At  this  Meciing,  alfo,  a  MefCige  from  the  Emperor 
was  considered,  wherein  he  requefted  the  King  to  fend 
him  his  Brother  Richard*  Earl  of  Cornwal,  to  make 
him  General  againft  the  French*  whereby  the  Englijh^ 
alfo,  might  recover  their  Rights.  But  the  Emperor 
was  defired  to  choofe  any  other ;  the  Peers  giving  for 
Reafons  to  the  Erabafladors,  that  the  Prince  was  but 
young,  and  next  Heir  to  the  Crown  if  the  King 
fhould  dye  without  Children,  and  therefore  it  was  not 
proper  for  them  to  hazard  his  Life  in  fuch  an  Enter- 
prize. 

Anno  Rcgmn.  But  the  next  Year  following,  1237,  whilft  the  King 
"37-  and  his  whole  Court  kept  Chrijlmas  at  JVtnckefier,  the 
(w)  Royal  Writs  were  fent  out,  fays  Paris,  to  every 
Part  of  the  Kingdom,  commanding  all  and  lingular 
Archbifhops,  Bifhops,  Abbots,  inftalled  Priors,  Earls 

At  London.  and  Barons  (#;,  to  appear,  without  Delay,  at  London^ 
on  a  Day  appointed,  there  to  treat  on  the  urgent  Af- 
fairs or  the  Kingdom.  Accordingly,  an  infinite  Num- 
ber of  the  Nobility,  (adds  our  Authority)  from  all  Parts 
of  the  Nation  came  to  London ,  imagining  fome  Mat- 
ters of  very  great  Moment  were  in  Agitation.  In 
Weft minfier- Hall  they  met,  in  order  to  know  the  King's 
Pieafure,  'when  a  certain  Prielt,  called  William  de  Kele, 

tun 


fu)  Coram  Dnwinn  Rf%e  Henrico,  et  cm-Am  vltmtitU  Tatre  Edmundo 
Cantuarienfi  Arrfxepifcop*,  ( *>  Epijcvph  ftd$t  et  cm-am  Msjtri  Parte  Q>mi~ 
tut/!  et  Batmum  Vf/Zfiv  1     Angliaf.  Amial.  Burton,  P.  i%J. 

(vj  See  Hawk  ins's  Edition  ot  the  Statutes  at  large,  Vol.  I.  P.  i3,*£\. 

Scr;pt a  KegaiLi.  M,  Paris. 

(x)  Ai-chiepif  tpiif  E^ifccps*  Ablatibttt,  Ptiwibut  injlallttis,  Gtmitibm 
et  Mwrii  ttt  Ibid. 
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a  Domeftkk  Chaplain  of  the  King's,  a  Man  very  dif-  KmtHewy 
creet,  and  learned  in  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  and  one 
who  was  a  Sort  of  Mediator  betwixt  the  King  and  Peers, 
flood  up  and  delivered  the  King's  Will  and  Purpofe  in 
this  Manner.  *  Our  Lord  the  King,  lays  he,  com- 
4  mands  me  to  acquaint  you,  that  he  will  entirely  fub- 
c  mit  himfelf  to  your  Advice,  both  in  the  prefent 
c  Affair  and  hereafter.   Nevertbelefs,  he  muft  inform 

*  you,  that  the  People  he  en  irufted  with  the  Manage- 
c  ment  of  his  Treafury,  have  given  in  falfc  Accounts 

*  of  trie  Receipts.    The  King,  therefore,  finding  bim- 

*  felf  deftitute  of  Money,  without  which  a  King  is  a 

*  Cypher,  craves  help  of  you  to  fupply  him.  In  this 
'  Manner,  however,  that  what  Money  you  pleafe 
€  tocolleci,  maybe  made  the  of  for  the  Kingdom's 

*  Service,  in  a  Way  that  fome  of  you,  chofen  for  that 

*  Purpofe,  may  think  proper/  Not  one  of  this  Af- 
fembly  expecting  tuch  a  Meflage,  it  was  received  with 
preat  Difcontent.  Alter  in  aherius  jaftantes  Lumma 
Vulius,  quoth  the  Monk  out  of  the  old  Poet,  faid  to 
each  other,  *  Fuderunt  Partum  Monies^  en  riditulut 
Mus.    The  Lords  aniwer'd  with  "great  Indignation, 

*  That  he  had  prom  s'd  and  broke  his  Word  many  and 

*  many  a  Time  with  them  ;  aflertmg:,  that  it  was  de- 

*  rogatory  to  their  Honour  ro  fuffcr  a  Kmgfo  eafilyfe- 
1  due'd,  who  never  ei;her  repulfeH  any,  or  the  mejneft 
4  of  the  Nation's  Enemies,  or  even  akrmed  them  j 

*  who  was  fo  far  from  enlarging  the  Bounds  of  his 
«  Kingdom,  that  he  rather  ftreightenM  and  fuhjefted  it 
1  to  Foreigners,  to  extort  from  them,  by  the  fame 

*  Arguments,  at  fo  many  different  Times,  fo  much 

*  Money,  to  the  greit  Detriment  of  his  own  Suoje&Sj 

*  and  the  Benefit  of  Strangers,'  The  King,  finding  his 
Nobles  in  this  Temper,  fought  to  foften  them,  left 
the  Difcontent  £hould  proi  e  more  gereral,  by  promif- 
fag  upon  his  Oath,  k  Never  more  to  injure  or  moleft 

*  them,  provided  they  would  kindly  grant  him,  for  bia 

*  prefent  Ufe,  the  thirtieth   Part  of  all  Moveables 

*  throughout  the  Realm.  He  laid  that  he  had  fent  a 
1  great  denl  of  Money  to  the  Emperor,  the  moft  of  ic 

Vol.  I.  E  «  out 

•  This  is  a  patch' d  up  V?rfe  of  the  Monk*3,  from  Partur  'tunt  M*tt- 
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King  Ktnty  nr. '  out  of  his  own  Treafiiry,  for  the  Marriage  of  hii 

*  Sifter**   To  this  it  was  loudly  anfwer'd,  *  That  he 

*  did  all  thofe  Things  without  the  Advice  or  Con  fen  t 

*  of  his  Subjects  ;  nor  was  it  neceflary  that  they  fhould 

*  partake  of  the  Punifhment,  who  were  no  ways  guil- 

*  ty  of  the  Crime.*  The  Lords,  after  this,  withdrew 
themfelves  into  a  private  Place,  that  they  rmgbt  be 
more  at  Liberty  to  confute  together  on  the  Exigency 
of  this  Affair,  and  the  King's  Demand,  Whilfl  the 
Lords  were  making  this  Seceffion,  Gilbert  Buffet ,  not 
careful  enough  of  his  Words,  adds  our  Author,  faid  o- 
penly  to  the  King,  *  My  Lord  the  King,  fend  fome  of 

*  your  own  Friends  to  go  along  with  the  Barons  to  their 

*  Consultation.*  He  fat  whilft  he  faid  this  very  near 
the  King-  On  the  other  Hand,  Richard  de  ' Percy  ^ 
much  moved  with  this  Saying,  flood  up  and  anfwer'd 
him,  *  What  is  it,  Friend  Gilbert,  that  you  fay?  Do 

*  you  take  us  for  Foreigners,  and   not  the  King's 

*  Friends?*  Baffet  was  reprov'd  for  his  rafti  and  in- 
djfcreet  Advice  :  Neverthelefc  by  thefe  Debates,  this 
Meeting  was  prolong'd  four  Days. 

At  length  the  King  again  confirm'd  to  alt  his  Subjects 
their  Magna  Charta,  and  fwore  to  keep  it  inviolable  j 
and  beeaufe,  fays  Matthew  Paris*  he  did  not  think 
he  had  canctiiM  himfelf  quite  free  from  a  Sentence  of  Excommunication, 
;fT£scom,nB  which  Stephen  Langton,  then  Archbimop  of  Canterbury ; 

with  the  reft  of  the  Brfhops,  had  denounced  againft  all 
Violators  of  that  Charter  when  it  was  made  j  he  there- 
fore declared,  *  That  if  he  went  about  to  break  this 

*  Promife,  by  any  new  mifebievous  Dtfign,  he  mould 

*  think  himfelf  under  the  full  Weight  of  the  Church's 

*  Sentence.'  By  this  Declaration,  adds  he,  the  Hearts  of 
the  whole  Audience  were  in  a  Moment  chang'd  to  the 
King7 s  Side  ;  and  having  appointed  the  Earl  of  JVarren9 
Wid'tam  Ferrers,  and  John  Fitz-  Geofryy  to  be  of  Council 
to  him,  he  made  them  fwear, 1  That  by  no  Gifts  or  Re- 
ward they  would  be  drawn  from  the  Truth,  but  that  they 
fhaold  at  all  Times  give  him  fuch  wholfome  Counfel  as 
wasi.nly  conducive  to  the  Good  of  himfelf  and  Kingdom.* 
After  which,  the  Kind's  Demand  was  granted,  and  the 
thirtieth  Part  of  all  Moveables  was  levied  thro'  the 

Realm 
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Realm;  the  Manner  how  this  Tax  was  gathered,  by  KJDg  Henry  in. 
Officers  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  may  be  feen  at 
large  in  M*  Paris,  to  which,  for  Brevity  fake,  we 
mull  refer. 

It  was  the  Cuftom  of  this  King,  when  be  wanted 
Money,  to  defcend  to  very  low  and  pitiful  Ways  to 
obtain  it  j  and  when  he  had  got  his  Wants  fupplied,  to 
fquander  the  Money  away  amongft  his  Favourites  with 
great  Profuienefs.  It  mud  be  obferved,  though,  by  the 
Way,  that  thcfe  Demands  of  Money  from  the  Nobility, 
on  the  Part  of  the  Crown,  were  the  Groundwork  of 
one  principal  Point  of  our  Liberties.    »  That  the 

*  Crown  cannot  levy  a  Tax  on  the  Subject  without 

*  the  Confent  of  Parliament.'  All  Taxes,  fuch  as  Scu- 
ttges,  Knights  Fees,  &c.  having  been  rais'd  before 
this  Reign  in  an  arbitrary  Manner. 

The  14th  of  September  in  this  Year  was  appointed  by  Anno  Regni  %u 
the  King  and  the  Pope's  Legate,  Ottoboni,  for  a  Meet-  1137. 
ing  of  the  Peers  at  York  \  to  treat  upon  fome  grear  Af-  ^  York, 
fairs  that  concerned  the  Kingdom.  The  King  of  Scots 
met  them  there,  to  make  an  End  of  the  Difference  de- 
pending between  Henry  and  him.  After  much  Con- 
sultation and  Debate,  it  was  agreed  that  the  King  of 
Scots  mould  have  three  hundred  Pound  Lands  by  the 
Year  in  England^  for  which  he  mould  do  Homage  to 
King  Henry ,  but  mould  not  build  any  Caftles  upon  it, 
and  was  to  quit  all  Pretences  to  any  farther  Claim.  We 
cannot  omit  a  remarkable  Anfwer  ihe  Scotch  King  made 
the  Legate  at  this  Meeting,  though  it  has  been  often 
copied  by  other  Hiftorians.  It  feems  the  Legate  told 
the  King  of  Scots,  "  That  he  intended  to  vifit  his  King- 
**  dom,  to  treat  upon  Ecclefiafticat  Affairs  there  as  he 
**  did  in  England"  Alexander  reply'd,  "  That  he  never 
*¥  remembred  a  Legate  call'd  into  his  Kingdom,  and 
**  he  thanked  God  there  was  no  Need  of  any  now  ;  for 
*c  neither  his  Father  nor  any  of  his  Anceftors  had  fuffer- 
*'  ed  any  to  enter,  and  as  long  as  he  was  in  his  Senfes 
**  he  mould  alfo  hinder  it.  Neverthelefs,  adds  he,  be- 
"  caufe  you  have  the  Character  of  a  very  holy  Man,  I 
"  will  give  you  this  Advice,  if  ever  you  enter  rriy 
w  Kingdom,  that  you  do  it  very  cautioufly,  left  any 
*e  Misfortune  happen  to  you.  A  great  many  fierce  and 
E  2  *e  lavage 
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King  Henry  Hi. "  fa  vagc  Men  inhabit  ihcre,  that  thirit  after  human 
f<  Blood,  which  I  my  fell  cannot  tame,  and  if  they  fet 
"  once  upon  you  I  cannot  prevent  them  from  doing 
"  you  a  Mifchief.  It  is  nor  long  fince,  as  you  may 
**  have  heard,  that  they  invaded  me  and  had  like  to 
**  have  drove  me  from  my  native  Kingdom."  The 
Legate  hearing  this,  fays  Paris,  laid  afide  his  covetous 
Delire  of  en  t  ring  Scot  land,  and  ftuck  the  clofer  lo  the 
Engtijb  King,  whom  he  lound  more  obfequious. 
Anno  Reeni  ax.  Henry  having  quickly  got  rid  of  his  laft  Supply,  was 
«37-  obliged  to  ufe  the  fame  Means  to  gain  another.  In  the" 
very  fame  Year,  another  Affembly  of  the  Peers  was 
AtWeilmmftcr.  called  to  mttxzl  JVcfl mi n ft er,  where  the  King  hid  before 
them  his  Grievances,  aliening  by  Oath,  That  his  Mo- 
ney was  all  gone,  and  that  he  was  fcarcely  worth  a 
Groat,  and  therefote  demanded  the  fame  Supply  as  the 
former.  After  fome  Dif'putes  and  much  Murmuring, 
this  Demand,  alfo,  being  the  thirtieth  Part  of  all  Move- 
ables, was  granted.  Which  Money,  fays  Paris,  was 
laid  out  in  the  fame  trifling  Way  as  the  former  :  and, 
tnfteadof  taking  the  Advice  of  his  Nobles  in  the  Diftri- 
bution  of  it,  he  again  fquander'd  it  away  amongft  his 
Foreigners. 

Thefe  Wcaknefles  of  the  King  put  his  Nobles  on 
fome  other  Means  of  Redrefs ;  and  finding  his  Extorti- 
ons to  have  no  End,  they  were  refolvcd  to  bring  him  to 
better  Terms  by  Force.  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall  the 
King's  Brother,  fcandalized  at  his  Proceedings,  was 
the  firft  in  this  League  againft  him.  After  fome  Strug- 
gles, Henry  was  compel  I'd  to  fubmit  lo  fuch  Terms  a* 
the  Barons  rcquir'd,  and  Matters  remain'd  in  a  peaceable 
State  betwixt  them  for  fome  Years. 
Anno  Regni  26.  We  meet  with  no  other  Convention  of  the  Eftates 
>*4*-  'till  the  Y'ear  1242,  when  by  the  King's  Writ  they 
At  London.  were  all,  as  before,  fummoned  to  appear  at  {y)  London, 
on  Wednefday  before  CandUmafs  Day.  The  old  Animo- 
ilties  were  here  rated  again  ;  the  Barons  engaged  one 
another  by  Oath,  not  to  confent  to  give  any  Money  at 
all  ;  and  when  the  King  demanded  it,  they  anfwer'd 

him 
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him  with  great  Bitternefs,  *c  That  fuch  were  his  Coun-  King  Henry  in, 
m  cils,  and  fuch  his  infolent  Manner  of  asking,  that 
**  they  would  not  do  it.    That  he  had  fleee'd  and  im- 
«•  poverifti'd  his  SubjeSs  fo  very  often,  drawing  his 
"  Exaftions  into  Confequences,  as  if  they  were  the 
"  mcaneft  Slaves;  and  all  this  Money  which  he  extort- 
"  ed  had  been  wafted  fcandaloufly  j  therefore  they  flatly 
"  told  the  King  to  his  Face,  That  they  would  not  be 
**  fo  robb'd  and  plunder'd  any  more."    The  King, 
fays  Pjw,  well  vers'd  in  Romijh  Tricks  and  (z)  Illusi- 
ons, commanded  them  that  they  mould  wait  to  know 
his  Pleafure,  on  the  Morrow,  on  this  and  other  Mat- 
ters.   But  in  the  mean  Time,  adds,  that  he  drew  them 
one  by  one  into  his  Clofet  fecretly,  in  the  Manner  that  J^E"!^ 
Penitents  go  to  Confeflion  to  their  Prteft,  and  there,  one  by  one,  to 
what  he  could  not  do  with  them  altogether,  be  ftrove        °n  tljem 
to  gain  by  fair  Speeches  to  them  fwgly.    Promifing,  *°yfant  a 
amongft  the  Clergy,  this  Man  an  Abby,  another  a 
Priory,  and  fo  on,  'till  he  found  he  could  make  nothing 
at  all  of  them,  for  not  one  of  them  would  recede  from 
the  Common  Anfwer  which  they  had  fworn  to  ftick 
to.    Henry  growing  angry  at  their  Obftinacy,  faid, 
tg  What  would  you  have  me  perjur'd  ?  1  have  fworn 
€t  by  the  Wefled  Sacrament  to  carry  my  Arms  agatnft 

the  King  of  Frame,  in  order  to  reclaim  my  juft 
"  Rights,  and  without  you  grant  me  an  ample  Sup- 
™  ply,  I  am  not  able  to  perform  it."  Yet,,  neither 
by  thefe  or  any  other  Words  could  he  gain  upon  them, 
notwithftanding  the  politic  Method  he  took  to  bring 
them  over  to  his  Intereft. 

He  then  thought  proper  to  call  before  him  thofe  of 
the  Barons  that  were  his  own  Officers  at  Court,  and 
fpoke  to  them  in  this  Manner,  What  a  pernicious  Ex- 
ample have  you  fit  to  others  f  You  whs  are  Earls,  and 
Barons,  and  mighty  Men  at  Arms,  ought  you,  tho'  others 
are  intimidated,  to  tremble  Hke  a  Set  of  Bijhops  and 
Priefts  ?  You  ought  to  be  more  eager  to  defend  the  Rights 
of  the  Crown ,  and  by  Deeds  of  Arms  oppsfe  your ft Ives 
ogaxnfl  all  its  Enemies,  1  called  this  Affembly  to Jirength- 
en  and  defend  my  Rights ,  with  a  Jure  Expectancy,  that 
they  vjould  fuffer  my  Affairs  to  go  on  projperoufy,  after 

the 


(z)  Ronunomm  nf«s  vcrfittis  FaHaciis. 
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KiagHttry  in.  the  Example  of  Wales,  where  of  late  we  fo  happily  tri- 
umphed. And  with  what  Face  can  you  leave  me  your 
Sovereign  Lord,  with  the  heavy  Burthen  of  State  vpon 
me,  fo  poor  and.  deflate  ;  cjpmaliy  when  you  know  my 
Promife  to  go  Abroad \  and  that  1  have  /worn  flriRly  to 
perform  it.  When  the  Purporr  of  ths  Speech  was 
made  known  to  the  whole  AfTembly,  they  returned 
the  King  this  Anfwer  ;  1  Your  Majeity  gives  us  great 

*  Occafion  to  wonder  into  what  Gulph  you  have 

*  thrown  that  vaft  Quantity  of  Money,  which,  by 
1  various  and  cruel  Extortions,  yon  have  raifed,  as 

*  well  from  Churches  kept  vacant,  as  from  the  Lands 
e  of  the  Nobility  j  creating  Horror  in  the  Minds  of 

*  the  Hearers.  Befides,  you  have  called  over  ceitain 
c  Legates,  or  thofe  that  did  the  Office  of  Legates, 

*  into  this  Kingdom,   that  like  Gleaners  after  the 

*  Vintage,  have  pluck'd  from  us   all  the  Money 

4  we  had  left.    It  is  therefore  lefs  to  be  wondered  at, 

■  that  without  the  Confent,  or  even  Advice,  of  the 

*  Nobility  of  England,  you  have  involved  yourfelf  in 

*  fuch  difficult  and  dangerous  Negotiations ;  flaking 

*  your  Faith  to  thofe  that  have  none;  and,  defpifing 

*  the  Favour  or  Efteem  of  your  own  Subjects,  you 

*  have  brought  yourfelf  into  a  very  doubtful  State  of 

*  Fortune.    The  League  that  was  made  betwbct  the 

*  King  of  France  and  you,  and  which  you  fworefrom 

*  your  Soul  to  keep  inviolably  to  the  End  ;  being 

*  tranfrcted,  alfo,  by  your  moft  noble  Brother  Earl 

*  Richard  and  Earl  Roger  Bygot  on  your  Part,  you 

*  have  molt  diflioneftly  and  fcandaloufly  broke.' 
Thefe,  with  fome  other  Matters,  being  urged  home 

to  the  King,  he  fell  into  a  very  great  Rage,  and  fwore 
bitterly,  '  That  he  would  not  be  hindred  of  his  De- 

*  fign  by  any  Thing  they  could  fay  or  do,  but  that 

*  he  intended  to  begin  the  War  in  Frame,  in  a  very 
1  fhort  Space  of  Time,  let  the  Confequence  be  what 

■  it  would.  *  And  thus,  fays  our  Authority,  this 
Council  was  diflblved  with  very  great  Heartburnings 
on  both  Sides.  However,  left  this  Anfwer  of  the  Ba- 
rons to  the  King  fhould  be  forgot,  or  mifconftrued, 
it  was  thought  proper  to  reduce  it  into  Writing  ; 
which,  being  in  the  Nature  of  a  Protest,  is  the  Fir  ft: 

of 
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of  that  Kind  we  meet  with  in  Hiftory  ;  we  fhall,  King  Hauy  m, 
therefore,  give  it  at  length  as  follows  : 

"  Since  by  the  King's  Command,  the  Lord  Arch- ThePa0TI,T 
**  biftiop  of  York,  the  reft  of  the  Biftiops,  Abbots  and  of  the  Bifhoj*, 
"  Priors  in  England,  by  themfelves  or  Proxies,  alfo,  A**00*  man, 
"  all  the  Earls  and  moft  of  the  Barons  of  Engbnd,„„t^J^ 
'*  have  met  at  Weftminjler,  on  the  Wednejday  before  King's  Demand 
"  the  Purification  ot  the  Blefled  Mary,  in  the  Year  offorMonei« 
**  our  Lord  One  Thoufand  two  hundred  and  forty 
"  two,  and  in  the  Twenty  fixth  of  the  Reign  of 
"  Henry  the  Third,  to  hear  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  '  • 
u  the  King,  for  which  he  fummoned  them.    And  the 
**  faid  Lord  the  King  fending  unto  them  the  faid  Arch- 
"  bifliop,  with  the  noble  Lord  Earl  Richard,  and  Ma- 
«*  fter  Walter  of  York,  Provoft  of  Beverley, '  as  his  fo- 
"  lemn  Meflengers  to  notify  to  them  the  King's 
"  Mind  and  Bufinefs,  and  to  ask  the  Advice  and  Affi- 
"  ftance  of  the  Lords  in  fuftaining  his  Hereditary  Do- 
"  minions  beyond  the  Sea,  that  regard  his  Kingdom 
(t  of  England  ;  Therefore,  the  faid  Biftiops,  Abbots, 
*«  Priors,  Earls  and  Barons,  taking  the  King's  Meflage 
"  into  their  ferious  Confideration,  returned  the  Kinf, 

by  the  fame  Lords,  this  Advice,  viz.  That  the 
"  King  mould  wait  until  the  Truce  betwixt  him  and 
"  the  French  King  was  expired  ;  and  if  the  faid  King 
"  of  France  fliould  chance  to  enterprize  any  Thing 
"  againft  the  Form  and  Tenure  of  the  faid  Truce, 
u  that  then  the  faid  King  of  England  mould  fend  unto 
w  him  folemn  Meflengers  to  ask  Advice,  and  to  put 
"  the  faid  French  King  upon  holding  the  laid  Truce* 
*f  anfl  forbeariog  thofe  Enterprizes,  if  they  were  made 
**  by  him  or  by  his  Subjects.  That  if  the  faid  French 
"  King  refufed  to  do  this,  that  then  they  freely,  to 
**  this  Advice,  would  lend  all  their  Aid  and  Afliftance, 
rc  which  they  all  unanimoufly  confented  to.  Like- 
"  wife,  that  fince  he  had  been  their  Sovereign  Lord, 
**  they  had  many  Times  granted  him  Supplies  ;  firft, 
"  the  Thirtieth  Part  of  all  Moveables,  after  that  the 
w  Fiftieth,  and  then  the  Sixtieth  ;  a  Fortieth  Part  on 
u  all  Carucats  and  Hides  of  Land  ;  many  Scutages, 
*'  and  one  very  great  Scutage  for  the  Marriage  of  his 

"  Siftec 
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King  Henry  111, "  Sifter  to  the  Emperor.  After  all  this,  truly,  Four 
Ie  Years  were  fcarce  elapfed,  but  he  again  fought  another 
*'  Aid,  and  at  laft,  after  much  Entreaty,  a  Thirtieth 
"  was  alfo  granted  him  ;  with  this  Condition,  hpw- 
'*  ever,  which  he  ratified  by  Charter,  That  neither 
"  this,  nor  any  former,  Exactions  fhould  ftand  as 
"  Precedents  for  others.  Befides  this,  the  King  then 
"  granted  to  them,  that  all  Liberties  contained  in 
t«  §£agna  €harfa  mould  in  a  more  ample  Manner  be 
*s  held  thro'  hii  Kingdom,  and  to  that  End  gave  the; 
**  a  fmaller  Charter  in  which  it  is  fo  included.  Add 
*f  to  this,  thai  our  fa  id  Lord  the  King  of  his  own  fn 
■*  Will,  and  by  the  Advice  of  his  whole  Aflembly  of 
H  Barons  (a)y  granted  to  them,  that  all  the  Money 
H  rifing  from  this  Thirtieth  Part  mould  be  laid  up 
"  fafely  in  the  King's  Caftles,  under  the  Guardianfhip 
*«  of  four  Englijh  Noblemen,  the  Earl  Warren  and  o- 
•*  thers,  by  whofe  Direction  and  Advice  the  laid  Mo- 
"  ney  fhould  be  difburfed  for  the  Service  of  the  King 
U  and  Kingdom  whenever  it  was  neceflary.  And  be- 
"  caufe  the  Barons  never  knew  nor  heard  that  the  faid 
**  Money  was  expended  by  the  Advice  and  Confent  of 
"  the  aforefaid  Lords,  they  do  verily  believe  that  the 
**  King  is  Itill  polTefs'd  of  that  Money,  and  therefore 
"  cannot  now  have  Occaiion  for  more.  They  are  like- 
"  wife  well  acquainted  that  fince  that  Time  he  has  had 
**  fo  many  Efcheats,  as  that  of  the  Archbiflioprick  of 
14  Canterbury,  and  other  rich  Bifhopncks  of  England, 
"  as  well  as  of  the  Lands  of  ihe  deccaild  Earls,  Ba- 
M  ions  and  Knights,  who  held  of  him  ;  that  even  by 
**  tbefe  very  Efcheats,  he  ought  to  have  a  large  Sum 
*'  of  Money  by  him,  if  it  was  properly  taken  Care  of, 
**  Befides,  from  the  Time  of  giving  that  thirtieth 
'*  Part,  his  itinerant  Juftiics  have  not  ceafed  to  make 
"  their  Circuits  thro*  all  Parts  of  England,  as  well 

ct  with 

(->)  The  Word  that  M  Pats  makes  ufe  of  here,  and  in  fome  other 
Places,  is  Banigiim:-,  <Wi'Jm  tolim  Ba  rnagii  svj  ;  the  Editor  there- 
of {Dr  fta.'  i)  fays  in  his  Gfojpir,  on  this  Word,  that  it  is  fomftimei 
wrote  Blum  which,  fays  he,  every  one  knows  to  mean  ftriftly  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  or  Upper  Houfe  of  Parliament.  Whether  they  are 
Dukes,  Mnsquijics,  Earls,  Vifcounls,  Barons  or,  alfo,  Bifliops,  and 
an  trendy  Abbots  and  Priors  who  held  their  Baronies  of  the  King.  This 
feemj  A  pretty  firong  Evidence,  that  the  Common*  of  I'v^und  had  no 
Share  in  thefe  Aflemblies  at  that  Time. 


Of 
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"  with  Pleas  of  Foreft,  and  with  all  other  Pleas,  fo  tcins  Henry  m, 
'*  that  every  County,  Hundred,  City,  Town,  and 
"  alraoft  every  Village  in  England  has  been  grievoufly 
**  amerced  ;  and  by  thefe  Circuits  alone  great  Sums  of 
"  Money  have  been  collected  for  the  King's  Ufe. 
«  From  all  which  they  can  well  aver,  that  the  King- 
**  dom  is  fo  burdened  and  impoveriflied,  that  they  have 
««  little  or  nothing  left  for  themfelves.  And  becaufe, 
«  that  our  Lord  the  King,  after  the  Grant  of  the  laft 
"  thirtieth  Parr,  never  kept  to  hi3  Charter,  therefore  it 
*f  more  than  ufually  troubled  them  ;  and  fince  by  ano- 
M  ther  Charter  he  granted,  that  thefe  Exactions  mould 
*e  not  be  made  Precedents  -}  therefore,  they  pofitively 
"  made  Anfwer  to  their  faid  Lord  the  King,  that 
"  they  would  not,  for  the  prefent,  grant  him  any  Aid. 
*'  Never thelefs,  as  they  acknowledged  him  to  be  their 
c*  Sovereign  Lord,  they  mould  be  willing  to  give  him 
the  beft  Advice  in  their  Power,  if  he  would  carry 
himfelf  well  towards  them  to  the  End  of  the  faid 
Truces." 

When  the  Lords  appointed  for  that  Purpofe  had 
waited  upon  the  King  with  this  Anfwer  to  his  De- 
mand, they  returned  to  the  Afiembly,  and  told  them, 
That  the  King  denied  to  know  of  them,  what  they 
propofe  to  do  if  the  French  King  mould  break  the 
Truce  before  the  Expiration  of  it  ?  They  promifed 
alfo,  on  the  King's  Part,  that  if  he  had  injured  any 
particular  Baron,  that  he  would  make  Reparation,  as 
the  Lord  Peter  of  Savoy*  and  others  of  his  Council, 
mould  think  fit  to  advife.  To  this  the  Lords  reply'd, 
That  if  the  King  of  France  mould  break  the  Truce, 
and  would  not  forbear  his  Enterprizes,  then  their 
Counfel  was  the  fame  they  had  given  to  be  done  at 
the  End  of  the  Truce,  provided  they  were  fatisfy'd 
of  the  Truth  of  thefe  Facts.  As  to  that  which  re- 
lated to  particular  Injuries,  received  from  the  King, 
they  would  not  at  that  Time  enter  into  Pleadings 
with  him  about  them.  That  on  the  Grant  of  the 
laft  Thirtieth  the  fame  Thing  was  promifed  on  the 
King's  Part,  as  well  and  faithfully,  by  Iftlliam  de 
Ktk  i  and  how  well  the  King  had  kept  his  Promifes, 
he  himfelf  beft  knew.' 

Vol.  I.  F  We 
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King  Henry  HI,  We  {hall  not  Hop  lo  make  any  Obfervations  on  thefe 
fevere  Remonft  ranees  of  the  Barons  to  their  Sovereign  ; 
let  each  Man  pafs  his  own  Cenfure.  It  mult  be  owned, 
however,  that  they  treated  their  King  very  cavalierly 
in  thoi'e  Days  3  and  the  Hiftorian  we  quote  from, 
does  not  all  mince  the  Matter  in  the  Recital  ( c). 

In  the  Year  1244,  this  King  fummoned  another 
AlTerably  of  the  great  Men  to  meet  at  Wejlminjler  ;  and 
fitting  in  State  amongft  them,  in  the  Refectory  of  the 
Abby,  there,  fays  Paris,  *  With  his  own  Mouth  aske 
*  a  pecuniary  Aid  from  them.'    The  King's  private 
Intention  was  ro  reduce  the  King  of  Scots,  but  he  open- 
ly pretended  that  having  by  their  Advice  pafFed  into 
Gafcoigtiy  the  Year  before,  by  that  Undertaking  he  had 
Amo  ReEd  a?,  contracted  great  Debt?,  from  which  he  defired  them  to 
1244,      relieve  him.     The  Barons  anfwered,  4  That  they 
At  Weibninftcr.  *  wo  aid  confult  about  his  Propofal.' 

The  Archbiftiops,  Biihops,  Abbots,  and  Priors, 
withdrew  by  thcmlelves  to  treat  of  this  AfTair  \  and 
then  they  asked  the  Earls  and  Barons  to  confent  to 
what  they  had  refolv'd  upon ;  who  anfwered,  that 
they  could  do  nothing  without  the  whole  Community. 
It  was  then  agreed  to  by  all,  that  from  the  Clergy 
fhould  be  chofen  this  Committee,  the  Archbp.  Elect, 
Boniface,  of  Canterbury,  the  Bifhops  of  IVincheJier ,  Lin- 
coin,  and  Worcefier :  On  the  Part  of  the  Earls,  were  Earl 
Richard,  the  King's  Brother,  Earl  Bygot,  the  Earl  of 

Lekejier 

(;j  MMthttv  Pxrii^  a  Monk  of  St.  Alhan's,  was  Hiftoriographcr  to 
Henry  the  Third,  and  receivM  an  annual  Stipend  from  him  $  he  died  in 
the  Year  1*59,  the  4.3d  of  that  King  ;  his  Hiftory  was  continued  to  the 
End  of  that  Reign  by  one  Wti'tfum  Ktjhan^er,  who  was  alfo  a  Monk  of 
that  Abby,  the  King's  Hiftoriographcr,  and  received  M*ttb<nx*&  Stipend, 
It  muft  be  owned  thst  thefe  Monks  have  done  great  Juftice  to  the  Hifto- 
ry of  iheir  oven  Tim/ts  and  have  neither  fpared  K»£  nor  tope  in  the  Couric 
of  it  5  a  Virtue  rarely  found  in  the  Hiftoriographcr  s  of  thefe  Days,  whe- 
ther Royal  or  Ecdefiaftical. 

Bat  Dr  Br*<fi»  oblcrves,  that  the  old  Monk  is  here  guilty  of  a  great 
Piece  of  Inconfiftcncy  in  his  Account  of  this  Meeting.  He  firft  men- 
tions much  ill  and  harfli  Language  which  was  given  the  King,  by  the 
great  Men,  HifrttVEiCf  ;  and  in  the  Relation  that  immediately  follows 
this,  which  Pari*  fays  was  vritten  as  a  perpetual  Memorial  of  the  Ba- 
rons Anfwer  to  the  King,  it  appears  that  they  never  fpoke  or  had  Con- 
ference with  the  King,  but  heard  his  f  leafure,  and  the  Bufiacfs  he  had 
with  them  from  his  Commiflioaers  there  n.imed, 

BsAOY'i  Compltat  Hijisry,  p.  581. 
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Leicefter  Simon  Montfort,  and  the  Earl  Marefchal: 
Of  the  Barons  Part,  Richard  de  Mtmtfiuhet,  John  de 
BmTiok  with  the  Abbots  of  Ramfiy-tna  Bury.  What 
thefe  twelve  fhould  do  was  to  be  communicated  to  the 
whole,  that  nothing  might  be  offered  to  the  King 
which  had  not  the  common  Aflent. 

Now,  becaufe  the  Charter  of  Liberties,  which  the 
King  granted  fome  Time  ago,  and  for  which,  Ed* 
murtd,  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  on  Behalf  of  the 
King,  had  fworn  to  obferve,  was  in  no  wife  kept  j 
and  becaufe  the  Aids  that  had  fo  often  been  given  be- 
fore were  not  ufed  to  the  Advantage  of  the  King  and 
Kingdom ;  and,  likewife,  by  Default  of  the  Chan- 
cellor, Writs  were  granted  and  iflued,  contrary  to  Ju- 
ftice  ;  therefore,  it  was  defired,  '  That  fuch  a  Chan- 

*  cellor  and  fuch  a  Juftice  might  be  chofen,  as  would 

*  fix  the  State  of  the  Kingdom  on  its  old  Bafis.*  The 
King,  leaft  he  fhould  ieem  to  do  any  Thing  new 
by  Compulfion,  would  not  grant  the  Petition  of 
the  Nobles,  but  promifed,  '  That  he  would  amend 

*  what  he  had  heard  was  amifs.*  Upon  this  the  Af- 
fembly  was  adjourned  for  three  Weeks ;  and,  if  in  the 
mean  Time  the  King  fhould,  of  his  own  Accord, 
choofe  fuch  Counfellors  that  would  manage  the  Laws 
and  Rights  of  the  Kingdom  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the 
Nobles,  then  they  delign'd  to  give  him  an  Aid  ;  yet 
lb,  that  it  fhould  be  expended  to  the  Advantage  of  the 
Kingdom,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Committee  of  twelve 
before  mentioned. 

When  the  King  faw  that  he  could  do  nothing  with 
them  altogether,  hetryed  the  Clergy  apart  again  ;  and 
having  got  the  Pope's  Letter  to  them,  in  which  he  re- 
quired, admoniflied,  and  exhorted  them  to  give  the 
King  a  liberal  Donation  of  Money ;  their  Anfwer  was, 

*  That  they  were  engaged,  and  could  do  nothing 

*  without  the  common  Confent  of  the  Eftates  con- 

*  cerned  with  them.'  An  Anfwer  Very  memorable, 
and  which  has  been  rarely  imitated  by  the  Clergy  in 
fucceeding  Ages  1 

This  great  Council  had  contrived  a  new  Kind  of 
Government,  which  they  intended  to  have  offered  to, 
and  put  upon  the  King  5  which  was,  that  four  of  the 
F  2  molt 
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King  Henry  Hi.  moft  potent  and  difcreet  Men  of  the  Kingdom  mould 
be  chofen  by  common  Aflcnt,  and  fworn  of  the  King's 
Council,  who  mould  iranfacT:  all  Affairs  of  the  King 
and  Kingdom,  and  (houJd  do  Juftice  to  all  without 
Refpeft  of  Perfons.  Thefe  Men  were  to  follow  the 
King,  and  two  of  them,  at  leaft,  were  always  to  be 
preient  with  him,  that  they  might  hear  the  Complaints 
of  all  Sufferers,  and  relieve  them.  The  King's  Trea- 
fury  was  to  be  managed  by  them,  and  all  Aids  were 
to  be  laid  out  as  they  thought  neceffary  for  the  com- 
mon Good.  They  were  to  be  Conservators  of  the 
Liberties  j  and  as  they  were  chofen  by  common  Af- 
fent,  fo  they  were  not  to  be  removed  out  of  their  Of- 
fice but  by  the  fame  common  Aflent ;  and  when  one 
dyed,  another  was  to  be  chofen  by  the  three  Survi- 
vors. Without  their  Con  fen  t  the  Great  Council  was 
not  to  meet ;  but  if  they  mould  think  it  convenient  or 
neceflary,  it  was  to  be  convened  at  their  Pleafure. 

This  Project  did  not  take  EfFecl,  becaufe  the  Coun- 
fels  of  the  Clergy  were  diftracled  by  the  Pope*s  Legate ; 
Martin*  who  came  accidently  at  that  Time  with  Let- 
ters to  require  a  great  Sum  of  Money  of  them,  in  or- 
der to  pay  the  Debt  which  had  been  contracted  by  his 
Predeceffor,  Pope  Gregory,  in  the  War  for  the  Catho- 
lic Faith,  Ecclefiaftical  Liberties,  and  the  Patrimony 
of  the  Church :  And  he  fufpended  all  Men  from  pre- 
senting to  Benefices,  which  were  thirty  Marks,  an- 
nual Value,  or  upwards. 

The  great  Men  and  Prelates  met  at  Lotid&n^  accor- 
ding to  the  Time  of  Adjournment,  to  treat  about  the 
The  Kmg  orders  Demand  of  an  Aid  ;  where  the  King  again  renewed 
the  Birtiops  to  to  them,  and  promifed  entirely  to  keep,  the  Charter 
aiZc™0tuidof  Liberties,  which  he  had  fworn  to  at  his  Coronation  % 
violas  Magna  and  gave  the  Bifhops  Leave,  in  their  refpective  Dio- 
Charta,  cefl'es,  to  excommunicate  himfelf  and  all  others  that 
fhould  aft  contrary  to  its  Intent  in  any  Article.  Yet, 
for  all  this,  he  could  only  obtain  twenty  Shillings  of 
every  Knight's  Fee,  of  ihofe  who  held  of  the  King 
in  Captte^  towards  the  Marriage  -of  his  eldeft  Daugh- 
ter ;  half  to  be  paid  at  Eajisr*  and  the  other  half  at 
Micbaclmai  following. 
Henry  met  with  fomewhat  worfe  Treatment  from 

another 
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another  Aflembly  of  his  Barons,  called,  alfo,  in  this  King  Henry  ~ 
very  Year,  1244,  when  ihe  King,  fays  Paris,  with 
great  Earneftnefs,  not  to  fay  Impudence  (d),  demanded 
a  pecuniary  Aid  of  thofe  whom,  adds  this  Author,  he 
had  fo  often  injur'd,  in  this  Manner,  and  laugrfd  at 
them  for  it.  But  this,  we  find,  was  as  refolutely  de- 
nied, with  one  Accord,  by  the  Barons,  even  to  his 
Face.  At  a  Time,  when  our  Author  owns,  that  the 
King  was  going  with  a  very  numerous  Army  to  re 
duce  JVaks  j  in  thofe  Days  a  very  troublefome  Neigh- 
bour to  the  Englijh  Borderers  on  that  Country. 

Denied  any' national  Afliftance,  it  is  no  Wonder 
that  this  King  became  fo  poor  and  indigent,  as  to  be 
obliged  to  Hoop  to  feveral  Meaneffes  for  fupplying  his 
Coffers  another  Way.  Paris  writes,  that  he  owed  fo 
much  Money,  and  to  fo  many  People,  for  even  the* 
very  Necefiaries  of  Life,  that  he  durft  fcarce  appear- 
in  Public  for  the  Clamours  of  his  Creditors  fc). 

In  a  Parliament  held  at  London  in  the  Year  1 246,  Anno 
there  were  fome  fevere  Laws  made  againft  fuch  as  1246- 
robbed  Parks  or  Warrens.  If  the  Malefactor  fled,  and  At  Loadon 
was  killed  in  the  Purfuit,  there  was  neither  Law  nop 
Appeal  allowed  for  his  Death.  If  any  Earl,  Baron, 
or  Knight  complained  to  the  King  that  bis  Deer  wero 
ftcl'n,  an  Inquifition  was  made  by  the  King's  Writ ; 
and,  if  he  that  was  indicted  was  convicted  of  the  fame, 
he  was  to  lie  in  the  King's  Prifon  a  Year  and  a  Day  f 
and  to  pay  three  Years  Value  of  his  Eftate,  having 
juft  fufficient  allowed  out  of  it  to  maintain  him  ;  after 
which  the  King  was  to  have  two  Parts,  and  he  that 
received  the  Injury  one  ;  then  the  Convict- was  to  find 
twelve  Sureties  that  he  mould  never  do  the  like  again, 
in  Parks,  Warrens,  nor  Forefts,  nor  do  any  other 
Thing  againft  the  King's  Peace  j  of  all  which  his  Sure- 
ties were  to  anfwer  for  his  Body  and  Tranfgrefiions. 

Alfo, 


(d)  IttftaHiiflimCi  fit  dicam  it*pudet>tijfimg.  M.Paris,  Stiff  A#m  1144.  * 
fe)  This  King's  Defence  againft  his  thirdy  Barons  was  undertaken  by  Sir 
Robert  Cotton  in  a  fmall  Treatife,  call'd,  A  Jhnrt  View  of'  the  hug  fieigtt 
(J  Kivg  Henry  the  Third,  London,  1641.  A  Time  when  Altercations 
of  the  fame  Sort  pafs'd  betwixt  King  Charles  and  his  Parliament :  Ami 
yet  thji  dine  Sir  Robert  Qtttmt  made  a  very  warm  Speech  in  the  firft 
Year  of  that  King's  Reign^  againft  the  Grievances  then  complaiti'd  of. 
«  This  Speech  will  appear  under  its  proper  Period, 
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KJng  Henry  III.  Alfo,  if  any  one  was  taken  in  a  Park,  or  Warren, 
without  the  King's  Writ  of  Inquifiuon,  he  was  to  be 
imprifoned,  fined,  and  to  give  Sureties  as  before. 

But,  in  this  fame  Year,  a  moft  {/)  General  Parlia- 
ment, fays  Paris,  of  the  whole  Kingdom  met  at  Lon- 
don, according  to  Summons,  about  an  Ecdefiaftical 
Affair  of  the  utmoft  Confequence  to  the  Nation.  It 
feems  the  Pope  had  been  ftrongly  folicited  by  the  King 
to  remove  feveral  Grievances  which  were  greatly  com- 
plain'd  of,  and  which  he  had  promifed  to  reform.  T, 
Subftance  of  thefe  Grievances  were  as  follows  { g) 
it  *  That  the  Pope,  not  content  with  the  Pay- 

*  ment  of  Peter-Pence,  opp relied  the  Kingdom,  by 
s  extorting   from  the  Clergy  great  Contributions, 

*  without  the  King's  Confent ;  againft  the  antient 

*  Cuftoms,  Liberties  and  Rights  thereof ;  and  againft 

*  the  Appeal  of  the  Pro&ors  of  the  Kingdom,  in  a 

*  General  Council  at  Lyons. 

2.  *  The  Church  and  Kingdom  were  greatly  injured 

*  in  that  the  Patrons  of  Churches  could  not  prefent  fit 

*  Perfons  to  them,  becaufe  they  were  given  by  the 

*  Pope's  Letters  to  Italians,  who  underftood  not  the 

*  Englijb  Language,  and  carried  all  the  Money  out  of 

*  the  Kingdom,  to  the  gteat  Impoverifhment  of  it. 

3.  *  The  Nation  was  opprefled  by  the  Pope's  Ex- 

*  aclion  of  Penfions  from  Churches,  and  by  Italians 

*  fucceeding  Italians. 

4.  '  The  Englijb  were  forced  to  profecute  their  Rights, 
**out  of  the  Kingdom,  againft  the  Cuftoms  and  writ- 

*  ten  Laws  thereof;  and  againft  the  Indulgences  grant- 

*  ed  by  the  Pope's  PredeceiTors  to  the  King  and  King- 

*  dom  of  England,  And, 
5*  *  The  Church  and  Kingdom  infinitely  fuffered 

*  by  Reafon  of  the  Claufe  of  non  obflante>  which 

*  weakened  and  enervated  all  Oaths,  antient  Cuftoms, 

*  written  Laws,  Grants,  Statutes,  and  Privileges.  And, 
6.  *  That  in  the  Pariflies  where  the  Italians  were 

*  beneficed  there  were  no  Alms,  no  Hofpitality,  no 

Preaching, 

(f)  Parfamcxtim  getieraiijjmimy  viz.   Freljtnruntt  t*t>t  EpfcofntHm' 
quam  Ai>brtnm  et  Pritnm,  Comttim  M80JM  tt  B.irowm.       M.  Paris. 

(g)  M.  Paris,  Anno  1*46.    Aniul.  Mw>.  Burton,  Page  307. 
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*  Preaching,  no  Divine  Service,  no  Care  of  Souls,  nor  King  Henry 

*  any  Reparations  done  to  the  Parfonage-Houfes. 
The  King,  in  Confideration  of  thefe  Papal  Ufurpa- 

tions,  had  fummoned  this  Parliament ;  and  at  the 
Meeting  conferred  with  the  Biftiops  apart,  the  Earls 
and  Barons  apart,  and  the  Abbots  and  Priors  apart.  In , 
order  to  find  out  their  Sentiments  and  the  propereft 
Way  to  get  thefe  Grievances  removed.  The  Refult  of 
all  was  to  try  the  mildeft  Way  with  the  holy  Father  ; 
and  if  was  agreed  that  the  King  fhould  write  fingly  to 
him,  the  Bimops  by  themfelve3,  the  Earls  and  Barons 
by  themfelves  (h),  and  the  Abbots  and  Priors  by  them- 
£Ives.  All  which  Letters  are  preferved  by  M.  Paris*- 
and  by  their  humble  and  fubmiffive  Stile,  evidently  fliew 
that  the  Fear  of  the  Vatican  Thunder,  Bulls,  and  In- 
terdicts, fcfr.  was  terrible  in  thofe  Days.  Notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  reafonable  Remonftrances  to  the  See  of 
Rome,  we  do  not  find  that  they  produced  any  Effect, 
for  the  Grievances  complained  of  continued,  through 
the  Courfe  of  this  whole  Reign. 

In  the  Year  1 248,  was  called,  by  the  King's  Writ,  Anno  Regni 
another  Affembly  of  the  Nobles  to  meet  at  London,  in  "48- 
order,  fays  our  Author,  to  treat  of  the  Affairs  of  the  At  London. 
Kingdom,  at  that  Time  fadly  difturbed  and  much  im- 
poverifhed.    There  came  to  this  Meeting,  befides  the 
Barons,  Knights,  Noblemen,  Abbots,  Priors,  and 
a  great  Body  of  the  Clergy,  nine  Bifhops ;  a!fo  Earl 
Richard  the  King's  Brother,  the  Earls  of  Gfoucefter> 
Leicejier,  Winchefler,  Hertford,  Roger  Bygot  Earl  Ma- 
refchal,  the  Earl  of  Oxford  v  likewife,  the  Earls  of 
Lincoln,  Ferrers,  Warren,  and  Peter  of  Savoy,  Earl  of 
Richmond.    Boniface,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  was 
not  at  this  Meeting,  he  being  engaged  at  that  Time 
Abroad  in  fame  Affairs  with  the  Pope.    The  old  De- 
mand, 

(h)  The  Preamble  to  the  Barons  Letter  runs  thut, 
Sort&tfiJm  Patri  in  i,hriflo  cari$rxi  t  J,  Dei  Gmtta  mivtrfaEs  Kcclefis 
pftmmo  J>vntifi:it  deimti  Tilii  Richard  us  Comes  Comubis,  Simo  de  Mor.te- 
forti  Comes  Leyceftri*,  WlJlielmus  de  Fcrrariis  Comes  Derbei.t?,  Hum- 
phredus  de  Bohun  6>ir>ti  Herefbrdiz  -t  Effexhe,  Rogenu  de  Bigot  Comes 
Norfolkiz,  Richardus  Cmts  Glouceftrise  et  Hertfordise,  Richardus  Cnmes 
Winton,  Willielmus  Comes  Atbetnarliae,  Henricus  Comes  Qxomx,  et 
alii  tattui  Anglix  iUvivKi,  JVoferer,  el  Magnate*,  ac  NobHist  fat-mum 
Maris  Habit *tm>y  nec  tiov  et  Clfiw  et  Foptdus,  Salute*** 

M.  Paris,    Antmi  Burton. 
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King  Henry  m,  mandj  the  Want  of  Money  was  urged  again  at  this 
Time,  and  the  fame  Murmurings  began  on  the  Part 
of  the  Barons  againft  it.    They  faid,  *  They  admired 

*  the  King  did  not  blufli  at  making  fuch  a  Demand  of 

*  them  ;  becaufe  he  had  gfven  them  his  Charter,  when 

*  the  laft  Demand  was  granted,  to  which  the  Lords 

*  fcarcely  confented,  that  he  would  not  again  load  his 

*  Subjects  with  fuch  Exactions :  That  he  was  greatly 

*  to  blame  for  his  indifcreet  calling  over  of  Foreigners, 

*  on  whom  all  the  good  Things  of  the  Kingdom  were 

*  fcandaloufly  and  prodigally  wafted  ;  That  even  the 
1  Daughters  of  the  Nobility  were  by  his  Means  mar- 

*  -  ried  to  ignoble  Strangers,  without  their  mutual  Con- 

*  fent,  which  is  the  Cement  of  Matrimony  ;  and  his 
4  own  natural  born  Subjects  fet  afide  and  defpifed.  He 
4  was  blamed,  alfo,  and  not  undefervedly,  fays  Paris, 

*  that  whatever  in  Eatables,  Drinkables,  or  even  in 

*  his  Robes,  but  particularly  in  Wines,  that  he  ufed, 

*  his  Cuftom  was  to  take  them  by  Force  from  the 

*  lawful  Owners  and  Venders  of  them  ;  by  thefe 

*  Means  greatly  injuring  his  own  Subjects,  as  well  as 

*  Foreign  Merchants  who  brought  Goods  into  this 

*  Kingdom,    And  thus  Trade,  by  which  Nations  en- 

*  rich  each  other,  would  be  ruin'd  ;  (i)  That  the  Nation 

*  was  fcandaliz'd  and  impoverifhed,  the  Merchants  got 

*  nothing  from  the  King  but  Law-Suits,  or  fome  mean 

*  Trifle  in  Return,  whence  Thoufands  of  terrible  Cur- 
c  fes  are  called  down  on  him,  to  the  Danger  and 

*  Difgrace    of  the   whole  Kingdom.  Moreover, 

*  that,  in  order  to  get  greater  Gifts  and  Premiums 

*  From  thefe  Merchants,  he  had  feiz'd  upon  their  Wax, 

*  Silks,  and  other  Merchandize,  in  order  to  make  them 

*  pay  for  the  Return  ;  to  the  Difhonour  of  himfelf 

*  and  the  whole  Kingdom  j  not  without  grievous  Of- 

*  fence  to  God.    That  in  all  thefe  Things  he  fo  ty- 

*  rnnized,  and  ftudy'd  to  be  cruel,  that  even  the  poor 

*  Fifhermen  on  the  Sea-Coafts,  who  take  Herrings,  or 
1  other  Fifh,  were  not  permitted  to  difpofe  of  them 

*  according  as  they  lik'd,  nor  dare  the  Inhabitants  of 
1  the  Towns  on  the  Sea-Coafts  purchafe  them,  but  the 

*  '  poor 

('■  A  remarkable  Notion  of  the  Advantage  of  Trade  even  in  thofa 
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*  poor  Men  thought  it  fafer  to  put  to  Sea  with  them,  King 

*  even  in  ftormy  Weather,  in  order  to  difpofc  of  them 

*  in  Foreign  Markets:  That  thefe  mifenble  Traders 
«  were  fo  cruelly  treated  by  the  King's  Collectors  that 

*  Punifbment  was  added  to  Lois,  for  after  receiving 

*  Injury  upon  Injury  in  their  proper  Perfuns,  their 

*  Carts  and  Horfes  were  taken  away  from  them, 

*  and  driven  into  fecret  Places.    That  he  kept  in  his 

*  Hands  feveral  rich  Bifhopricks  and  Abbacies,  founded 

*  by  their  pious  and  noble  Progenitors,  and  made  him- 

*  feJf  both  Guardian  and  Governor  of  them,  to  their 

*  utter  Deftru&ion  ;  contrary  to  the  folemn  Oath 
«  which  he,  principally,  fwore  at  his  Coronation.  Laft- 
«  ly,  the  King  was  very  much  blamed,  by  all  and 

*  angular  the  Complainants,  that  he  had  neither  Chief 
c  J u  ft  ice,  Chancellor,  nor  Treaiurer  in  his  Council, 

*  as  he  ought  to  have,  and  as  his  moft  noble  Predecef- 

*  fors  had  before  him  ;  but  thofe  Officers  he  had  were 

*  allowed  to  do  their  own  Will  and  Pleafure,  provided 

■  he  gained  thereby  j  not  promoting  the  public  Good, 
«  but  feeking,  only,  their  own  Preferment,  being  fuf- 

*  fered  to  get  as  much  Money  as  they  could,  provided 
«  his  Cuftoms  and  Rents  were  but  firft  paid.* 

The  King  when  he  heard  all  this  was  much  con- 
founded within  himfelf,  and  afhamed,  fays  Paris  f  be* 
caufe  he  knew  it  all  to  be  very  true.  He  promifed, 
therefore,  1  That,  certainly  and  truly,  alf  thefe  Faults 

*  fhould  be  amended  j*  Hoping  by  this  Humility, 
though  it  was  feigned,  to  bend  their  Hearts  to  the  grant- 
ing his  Demand  more  eafily.  But  the  Barons,  more 
exafperated  at  this  Teeming  Complaifance,  anfwered  a- 
gatn,  *  All  this  will  be  made  manifeft  in  a  little  Time ; 

*  we  have  waited  hitherto  patiently,  and  as  our  King 

*  carries  to  us,  fo  we  in  all  Things  will  behave  towards 

■  him.'  Thus,  adds  our  Author,  Matters  were  de- 
layed and  poftponed,  from  Candlemas*  when  this 
Convention  met,  to  the  Feaft  of  St  John  Baptijt>  to 
which  Time  they  were  prorogued. 

In  the  mean  while  the  King,  either  of  his  own  Head* 
or  by  the  Advice  of  his  Courtiers,  who  could  not 
bear  the  leaft  Retrenchment  of  the  Prerogative,  be- 
came more  haidcned  and  more  exafperated  n gain  ft  his 

Vol,  L  G  Barons  j 
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Ksg Henry  in.  Barons ;  fo  that  the  aforefaid  Grievances  Hill  remained 
linredrefs'd. 

Anno  Regni  32.     At  the  Day  appointed  all  the  Nobility  met  again  at 
"48*      London,  and  were  received  by  the  King  with  the  fol- 
At  London.     lowing  Speech  : 

My  Lords  and  Peers  of  England, 
\TOUare  all  of  you  willing,  I  find,  to  have  my  Mnd 
folate  speech"  X  bmt  *°  y°ur  mn  Wills,  and  have  not  treated  your  JSni 
againftthcRe-  at  all,  civilly,  in  this  Matter.    You  would  have  m  jub- 
monftrancesof  mjt  t0  ymr  Plea/ure,  and  yield  to  any  Terms  that  you 

the  Barons.  ^  ^  ^     ^  ^  yQU  vgfy 

dition  on  me,  and  deny  me  that  Liberty  and  Authority 
which  every  Mafler  exercifes  in  his  own  Family.  For 
furely,  every  Mafler  of  a  Family  may  ufe  whofe  and  what 
Counfel  he  pleafes ;  and,  %in  his  own  Hsuje,  put  in  or 
put  out  what  Officers  he  thinks  fit  ;  yet  all  thh  you  pre- 
fume  to  denf%o  your  Lord  and  King.  As  Servants,  there- 
fore, ought  not  to  judge  or  impofi  any  Difficulties  on  their 
Maflers,  fo  neither  Jbould  Vafjals  any  on  their  Prince4. 
The  Servant  is  not  above  his  Lord  nor  the  Difciple 
above  his  Matter  5  and  what  is  your  King  more  than  your 
Servant,  if he  is  to  obey  your  Commands  f  Therefore  my  Re- 
faction is,  neither  to  remove  the  Chancellor,  Jufticiary^ 
nor  the  Ireafurer,  at  your  Pieafure ;  nor  will  1  appoint 
■any  other.  I  expeff  a  Jufficient  Aid  of  Money  from  you 
for  the  Defence  and  Recovery  of  my  Rights  beyond  Sea, 
in  which  you  are  alfo  equally  concerned. 

To  this  fmart  Speech  from  the  Throne,  the  Baron* 
unanimouily  returned  this  mort  Anfwer,  /  That  they 

*  would  no.  longer  impovertth  themfelves,  to  enrich 

*  Foreigners ;  as  they  had  formerly  done5  when  they 
4  gave  Money  for  the  King's  Expedition  into  Gafcoigny 

*  and  Poifiou.*  And  thus  this  Parliament  was  diflolvei 
without  any  Satisfaction  either  to  their.  Sovereign  or 
themfelves  :  But  the  King  was  hereby  reduced  to  £o 
great  a  Neceflhy,  that  he  was  obliged  to  expofe  to  Sale 
his  Jewels,  Plate,  and  other  rich  Utenfik  of  his  Houiib^ 
which  Veuels,  though  they  were  curioufly  wrought 

'  and  gilded,  were  not  fold  according  to  their  Value  but 
.Weight.  The  King  had  the  Curiofity,  fays  Par:sr  to 
enquire  who  could  bqy  tfcofe  rich  Veffelsj  he  was  an. 

„        .  <.  ■  iwered, 
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fwered,  they  were  fold  at  London ;  «  Yes,  fays  the  King  Henry  I! £ 

*  King,  I  know  very  well,  that  it  the  Riches  of  ORa- 
«  w»J  G^fcr  were  to  be  fold,  the  City  of  London  is  able 
«  to  buy  it  all :  Thofe  Zwufar  Clowns,  who  call  them- 

*  felves  Barons,  add9  he,  are  fo  full  of  Riches,  that 

*  they  are  glutted  with  them ;  that  City  is  an  inex- 
«  hauftible  Spring  of  Wealth.'   Upon  this  Occalion, 
fays  our  Author,  the  King  took  it  into  his  Head  to  • 
fleece  them,  which  he  afterwards  did  moft  effectually. 

It  was  three  Years  after  this  before  the  King 
thought  fit  to  call  another  Parliament.  We  ftile  it  now 
a  ParhaJnent,  becaufe  our  Author,  Matthew  Paris, 
calk  it  here  fo,  for  the  very  firft  Time  (i).  From  , 
whence  we  may  reafonably  conclude,  that  this  Word 
Parliament,  of  'Norman  Ejftradtion,  was  juft  then 
come  into  Ufe  And,  indeed,  if  this  Appellation  is 
deriv'd,  as  the  Lord  Cote  fays,  from  fieaking  one's 
Mind,  it  could  not  be  applied  to  any  Period  of  Time, 
or  to  any  Reign,  more  properly  than  to  This  we  are 
now  treating  of. 

In  March,  1251,  a  Great  Parliament  was  held  Anno  Regni  3$. 
at  London,  in  which  Henry  de  Bath,  Chief  Juftice  of  n$u 
England,  was  called  upon  to  anfwer  to  feveral  Crimes  At  London, 
and  Mifdemeanors  alledged  againft  him.  The  King 
himfelf  was  his  Profecutor,  and  therefore  his  Adver- 
faries  loaded  him  the  heavier.  The  King  was  very  an- 
gry with  the  Juftice,  that  he  came  thither,  as  it  were, 
guarded,  by  a  great  Number  of  armed  Men  of  his 
Wife's  Kindred  and  his  own,  as  well  as  all  his  Ser- 
vants ;  he  accufed  him  more  highly  than  the  reft,  lay- 
ing to  his  Charge,  amongft  other  Things,  *  That  he 
was  a  Difturber  of  the  whole  Kingdom,  by  exafperat- 
ing  all  his  Barons  againft  him,  from  which  a  General 
Sedition  might  be  expected.'  Therefore  the  King  cau^- 
fed  it  to  be  proclaimed  by  the  common  Cryer  at  London^ 
and  in  Court,  that  if  any  Perfon  had  any  Caufe  of  Ac- 
tion, or  Complaint,  againft  Henry  deBatb,  they  mould 
come  into  Court  before  the  King's  Prefence,  and  there 
they  fliould  be  fully  heard.  By  thefe  Means  many 
Complaints  were  urged  againft  him  5  and  one  of  his 
G  2  own 

(k)  E0&0  Aim,  lal.  .1*51,  habitant  fjl  Parliamentum  Magna* 
Loodini.  M.  Paris. 
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KingHenr?  in.  own  Brother  Juftices  openly  protefted,  that  he  fufFered 
a  very  great  Villain,  impriioned  and  convict,  to  efcape 
unpun  lined,  having  received  feveral  very  rich  Gifts 
for  that  Purpofe  j  an  Offence  of  very  great  Prejudice 
to  the  King's  Authority,  and  no  fmall  Danger  and 
Scandal  10  the  relt  of  the  Juftices  his  Brethren.  Upon 
which,  fays  Paris,  the  King,  being  much  provoked, 
mounted  up  on  High,  and  called  out  with  a  loud 
Voice,  That  *  if  any  Man  whatsoever  will  kill  Henry 
«  de  Bath  he  mail  be  acquitted  of  his  Death,  and  I  pro- 

*  nounce  him  acquitted  accordingly  ; 1  and  then  the 
King  withdrew  haftily.  There  were  many  prefent, 
adds  Path)  that  would  have  done  this  Lord  of  Bath's 
Bufinefs  for  him  foon,  had  not  the  Lord  John  Manfel 
interpofed,  and  prudently  check'd  their  Fury,    *  My 

*  Lords  and  Friends,  fays  he,    lam  not  again  ft  pro- 

*  fecuting  him,  but  it  is  not  neceflary  at  all  to  be  thus 

*  in  Anger  j  perhaps  our  Lord  the  King* by  this  Time 

*  repents  his  thundering  out  this  ralh  Expreflion.  Be- 

*  fide*,  if  you  lay  violent  Hands  on  Henry^  behold  the 

*  Bifhop  of  London  will  excommunicate  you,  and  his 

*  Military  Friends  may  revenge  his  Death/  Thus,  in 
a  great  Meafure  their  Fury  was  appeafed  ;  and  Earl 
Richard,  with  the  aforefaid  Bifliop,  taking  up  the  Mat- 
ter, Thing*  were  carried  with  more  Moderation 
again  ft  him*  The  King  being  afterwards  privately  in- 
formed, that  there  might  be  fome  Gain  in  the  Cafe* 
and  a  certain  Sum  of  Money  being  promifed,  the 
Prifoner  was  releafed  both  from  Death  and  Bondage ; 
and  in  a  very  ftiort  Time  after,  on  the  Payment  of 
2000  Marks,  was  reconciled  to  the  King,  and  entered 
again  into  his  Office,  as  if  nothing  had  bappen'd. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  Demand  of  Money  was 
made,  or  any  other  Bufinefs  done  at  this  Parliament, 

In  another  great  Convention  of  the  Eftates  of  the 
Realm,  which  met,  by  Summons,  ar  lVtftminjiery  at 
>z/r 3   the  ^tter  End  of  the  Year  1252,  and  continued,  by 
Adjournment,  till  after  Ecjler,  in  the  Year  following ; 
AtWctonmfcr.  the  Exactions  of  the  Pope  on  the  Clergy  of  Eng. 

land,  was  the  great  Subject  of  Complaint  ;  in  regard 
that  befides  his  other  Claims,  he  had  now  demanded 
a  Tenth  of  all  the  Goods  of  the  Clergy  for  his  own 


Ufe.  The  Hiftory  we  quote  from  does  not  mention 
what  was  done  to  alleviate  this  Complaint ;  and  only 
adds,  that  at  the  next  Meeting,  by  Adjournment,  a 
Curie  was  denounced,  in  the  molt  iolemn  Maimer,  by 
the  Archbilbop  of  Canterbury ,  and  thirteen  otner  Bi- 
fliops,  in  PontifiwkbuS)  againft  all  and  lingular  Per- 
fons  that  fought  to  infringe  the  Liberties  of  Holy 
Church,  and  thofe  of  the  Great  Charters.  This  Ce- 
remony was  perform'd  before  the  King  in  the  Great 
HalJ  at  Wejlminftir  ;  the  Form  of  the  Anathema  it  felf 
is  preferved  in  the  Annals  of  Burton^  linger  this  Year, 
and,  no  doubt,  was  a  terrible  Piece  of  Church  Thun- 
der in  thofe  Days  (7/ 

The 


King  Hfnry  UJ. 


A  Atkmn  Ex- 
communication 
pronounced  by 
the  Bifliopi  in 
Parliament  a- 
gainft  fuch  as  vi- 
olate the  Great 
Charters, 


flj  We  IhalJ  give  it  In  its  own  Language  as  folio  wi : 

Amta  GrttU  if.  cc.  ill  I.  terth  ldui>  Mali,  in  mtjari  AhU  Kg» 
Wefhnonafteru,  fnh  Trdjetitia  6»  Ajjtttf*  Dontiui  H.  Det  Gratis  Atfii 
Asgliar  ilh$ritt  &  Vamiimri^m  R.  Cnmitii  Cornubia?  Jfrxtrii  Ji<i,  R.  Co- 
unt is  Norfoebiar  fr-  Suthfochia?,  Mxrtfalti  Auglun,  H.  Comiin  Hereford, 
H.  Comtii  Oxonic,  J.  Ctamiii  Ware  wick,  &•  aUantm  OptimatHm  RrgHt 
Anglfce,  «oi  B.  Mvtiu  MtferMioru  Cantuanenfis  Artbttpifcopm  totuu  An- 
f  !ia?  iVnwj,  P.  Londonicnfis,  H.  ElycnGs,  R.  Llncoiiuenfis,  W.  Wi- 
gornenfis,  W-  NorwicenAs,  F.  Herefordeniii,  W.  Sarcsbyrienfis,  W. 
Dunelmenfis,  R.  Exonienfu,  S.  Carleolenfii,  W.  Buthonienjis,  L.  Rof- 
hafts,  Tb.  Meneveniis  Hfifapi,  FontijicahiHU  wL*ti%  CanAelis  *ccei>fuy  in 
Trjnfgrefares  LiiterUtum  tjaU^U^karum^  fl*  LUerUtumi  Jem  tiberartom 
CmfmetHdmitm  Regti  AnglUe,  &*  p?t.'p*c  ejr*m  qut  tatttute*ttir  w  Chart* 
dc  Forefta,  ExBnmmnni:Mtn»ti  SetitoiU-n*  ftUemmter  txltmm  fubbxcFormi  : 

'  Aueloritate  Dei  omnipotentis,   Patris  &  Filti  te  Spiritus  fantlt,  fc 

*  gloriofar  Dei  Gemtrieis  femperqge  Virginia  M*n*t  beatorum  Aposrolo- 

*  rum  hetri&s  PjmIi,  omniumque  Apolrolorum,  beati  Thmt,  Archiepifcopi 

*  ArMartyrk,  omniumque  MartyTurn,  beati  EdwtrJi  Regis  Aiigiit^  otn- 

*  niumque  Confeflbrum    itque  Virginum,  omniumque  fanttorum  Dei, 

*  EKommunicarous,  Anathematizamu:,  te.  a  Liminibu*  fanfrae  Matria 

*  Ectlefije  fequeiiramuj  omnes  illoa  qui  unodo  fcienter  te  maiitiofe  Ec- 

*  clefias  privaverint  vel  fpoliavcrint  fuo  Jure  :  Item  omnes  illos  qui  Ec- 

*  defiafticas  Ljbertates,  vel  antiqussRcgni  Confuctudines  approbatas,  te 

*  prccipue  Ubertates  te  liberal  Confuctudines  quse  in  Chartii  communium 

*  Liberia  turn  Sc  de  Forefta  continentur,  concerns  a  Domino  Rege  Archi- 
'  epifcopis,  EpUcopis,  &  ceteris  Ar/giU  Prslatis,  Coroittbus,  Baronibos, 

*  Militibvu,  &  liberc  Tenentibui,  quacumque  Arte  vel  Ingenio  violave- 

*  rint,  infregerinr,  diminuerint,  feu  mutaverint,  dim  vel  palun,  Fac- 

*  to,  Verbo  vel  Confilio,  contra  illas  vel  earum  aliquam  in  quocumquc 

*  Articulo  temere  veniendo.    Item  omnes  illoa  qui  contra  illas  vel  earum 

*  attquim  Statuta  ediderint,  vel  edita  fervaverint,  Confuetudines  intro- 

*  duaerint,  vel  fervaverint  introduftai,  ScriptoreJ  Statutorum,  necnon 

*  Coafiliarioj,  &  Executores,  tc  qui  fecundum  ea  prjefumferint  judicare. 

*  Qui  omne*  &  finguli  fuperiui  Memorati  hanc  Sententiam  incurforoa  fe 

*  noverinc  ipfu  Faclo,  qui  fcienter  aliquid  commiferint  de  Frapiitlis. 
'  Qui  vero  igDoranter,  niu  commoniti^  infra  quindcaam  a  Tempore 
'  Cvmmpnitiooia  fe  correxcriatj  ieArbicrio  Ordinajiorwoplcocfatistece- 

*  riot 
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Ri%HenryiU.  The  next  Year  King  Hinry  went  with  an  Army 
into  Gafcoigny,  and  there  recovered  what  had  been  taken 
An™  Regni  38.  from  jjjm  m  t}iat  Country.  During  the  King's  Ab- 
feftce,  in  the  Year  1254,  another  Parliament  was  held 
in  London,  but  it  does  not  appear  how  fummoncd,  to 
which  came,  as  fpecial  Meflcngers  from  the  King, 
thefe  Noblemen,  (he  Earl  Marefchal  Roger  Bygot,  and 
Gilbert  de  Segrave  :  There  v/ere  prefent  at  this  Meeting 
the  Queen,  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall  the  King's  Bro- 
ther, the  Earl  of  Winchejler,  and  all  the  Bifliops  of 
England^  except  the  two  Archbrthops,  and  the  Bifhops 
of  Durham  and  Bath,  who  were  with  the  King  in 
Gafcoigny.  The  Aflembly  being  a  it  met,  the  King's  Pro- 
locutor and  Meflcnger,  rofe  up  and  laid, 

My  Lords  and  Friends, 
TV ^  com-  1N?W  Brtafls  the  King  our  Mnfter  places  his  Con- 
nuflkmen  Speech  JL  fidence,  nor  hath  he  any  other  Refuge  to  fly  to  hut  to 
in  tbe-  King's  bjs  faithful  Subjefls.  Jou  alt  knew  very  well  how  he  has 
Name,  f0f  an  exp^  himfelf^oith  Courage  and  Conliancy,  to  the  Dan- 
gers of  the  Sea,  and  to  the  uncertain  Fate  of  War,  for 
the  Good  of  bi*  Kingdom.  He  found  abroad  the  Enemy 
very  formidable  and  Jlrong  againfi  him  ;  feme  Part  of 
them  he  has  already  jubdued,  and  the  reft  he  hopes  to 
conquer*  7he  King  of  Cnftilei  whom  he  expelled  to  have 
found  his  very  good  Friend,  as  well  as  JGnfman,  was  his 
bitterefl  Enemy,  and  proved  very  unfaithful  to  him  j  to 
whom  the  Gafcoigns  were  greatly  inclined,  and  would 
rather  have  a  Spaniard  for  their  King,  than  their  own 
natural  Lord  ;  therefore,  the  King  being  in  a  great 
Strait,  demands  from  you  a  powerful  and  fufficient  Aid 
to  affift  him. 

Some  of  the  King's  Meflengers  brought,  alfo,  with 
them,  as  Proofs  of  the  King's  Danger,  Javelins  of  a 
monflrous  Size,  called  Quarrels,  which  were  thrown 
from  Crofs-bows ;  the  Arches  of  thefe  Bows  were 
proportionably  made  of  fmall  Timbers  put  together, 

and 

*  rint  de  Commiffis,  ex  nunc  tint  hue  Sentcntia  involuti.    Eadem  etiara 

*  Senrentia  innodamus  omncs  iilos  qui  Picem  Regis  8c  Rcgni  prelumfe- 

*  ferint  pertuibare.* 
1»  injitj  &ri  Memorial*  fcmfittrMm  Nos  Sgw*  wjlrn  ptj<ntibni  chm- 
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and  the  Hafts  of  the  Spears,  fays  our  Author,  alladihg  King  Henry  jOfc 
lo  that  of  Goliah,  like  a  Weaver's  Beam.  Earl  Rich* 
ardy  that  he  might  fet  an  Example  to  the  reft,  fir  ft 
anfwered,  and  teftified  his  Steadinefs,  fays  PartSi 
very  heartily  in  this  memorable  Saying,  «  I  that  am 
«'  more  powerful  and  more  obliged  than  the  reft  of 

*  you,  will  aflift  my  Lord  and  Brother  as  much  as  I 
*,  can,  and  therefore  I  will  keep,  at  my  own  Expence, 

*  three  hundred  Soldiers,  by  the  Year,  to  fight  for 

*  him.'  The  Earl  of  Glmcefter  promifed,  alfo,  an 
Aid  to  the  King  according  to  his  Power ;  adding, 
«  That  he  would  in  no  wife  help  the  King  to  conquer 

*  Countries,  but  would  aflift  htm  againft  the  King  of 
«  Cqjlik  if  he  aflaulted  hjm.'  In  this  Manner,  alfo, 
Earl  Richard  couched  his  Promife,  faying,  « If  Things 
«  really  be  as  they  are  reported.'  At  thefe  Words  the 
whole  Aflembly  took  Fire,  and  difcovering  the  Snare 
that  was  laid  for  them,  cried  out,  «  Oh  !  What  mean 
«  Arts,  and  fpecious  Pretences,  do  our  Superiors  make 
4  Ufe  of  to  deceive  Us  ?  Hath  not  the  King  called  the 
*.  Queen  and  his  eldeft  Son  and  Heir  both  weak  and 

*  cowardly,  becaufe  they  do  not  come  to  him  f  which 
<  by  no  Means  they  ought  to  do  if  the  King  of  Ca- 
*Jpilt  and  he  are  at  fucb  Variance ;  he  ought  rather,  if 
«  he  had  them  with  him,  to  fend  them  back  into  Eng- 

*  land  as  a  Place  of  Safety.  Has  he  not  fpoke  lately 
«  of  an  extraordinary  Marriige  to  be  contracted  be- 

*  tween  them  ?  ■        All  he  fpeaks  is  a  flat  Contra- 

*  diction.'  Thus  the  King  made  himfelf  appear  faith- 
lefs  to  all  the  Aflembly,  which  immediately  broke  up 
without  doing  any  Thing  ;  and  Earl  Richard  fent  an 
Account  of  it  to  his  Brother  (m). 

Not  long  after  this,  and  in  the  fame  Year,  another  Anno  Regni  3S. 
Aflembly  of  the  Nobles  was  called  to  meet  at  London,  "S4» 
to  whom  the  King,  under  his  Royal  Signet,  fent  an  At  LomkM, 
Account  of  his  extream  want  of  Money  ;  in  order,  as 
he  laid,  to  enable  him  to  wiihftand  the  Force  of  a  very 
great  Enemy  coming  againft  him.   To  this  he  was 
ajofwered  by  all  and  Angular,  fays  Paris,  '  That  they 

•had 

(•)  A  Copy  of  the  Earl's  Letter  to  the  King  is  preferred  ia  the 
Jbt&amcr**  of  M.  Pah*. 
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Hcniy  in. c  had  waited  now  full  three  Weeks  in  London,  in  Ex- 

*  peclation  of  feeing  Earl  Richard,  and  the  reft  of  the 
1  Nobles  who  were  gone  over  to  the  King  into  Gaf- 

*  coigw,  and  that  they  were  fo  often  grieved  with 

*  thefe  Exactions,  that  they  could  not  live  under  them, 

*  That  they  would  not  refufe  to  go  to  the  King's 

*  Afltftance  in  Perfon,  if  they  were  better  allured  that 

*  the  King  of  Caflile  was  coming  a  gain  ft  him  as  an 

*  Enemy.  Though  they  could  but  wonder,  that  when 

*  Simon  Earl  of  Leice/lir  went  into  Gafcoigm  and  fub- 

*  dued  a  great  Party  of  Rebels,  that  the  fame  King  of 

*  Caftile  did  not  at  that  Time  affift  them,  in  Oppofi- 
s  tion  to  the  Intereft  of  England,* 

With  there  and  many  mpre  fuch  Reafons  as  were 
urged  in  the  laft  Parliament,  as  well  as  being  told  the 
realTiuth  by  Simon  Earl  of  Lmtfler,  who  was  then 
come  back  from  abroad,  the  Nobles,  fays  Paris,  efca- 
ped  the  Snare  laid  for  them.  This  fubtle  Vapour, 
adds  he,  was  faid  to  a  rife  from  the  ftinking  fulphurous 
Spring  of  Paiftevin  Counfels  \  and  the  Nobles,  with 
great  Indignation,  though  very  forrowful  at  thefe  Pro- 
ceedings, retired. 

It  appears,  by  the  Courfe  of  this  Hiftory,  that  the 
Barons  were  right  in  their  Conjectures  about  the  King 
of  Caflile^  and  that  he  was  no  fuch  dangerous  Enemy 
as  finry  reprefented  ;  for  very  foon  after  this  Jalt 
Meeting,  a  Marriage  was  actually  confum mated  be- 
twixt Prince  Edward,  the  King  of  England's  eldeft  Son, 
and  the  Princefs  Eleanor,  Sifter  to  this  Alphonfm  King 
of  Caflile,  ttV.  The  Spamjh  King  gave  up*  all  Title 
whatfoever  that  he  had  to  Gafcoigny  j  and  Henry  fettled 
that  Province,  with  all  Inland  and  fVakst  &c.  upon 
his  Son  Prince  Edward  on  the  Marriage, 
/.mo  Regni  39.  In  the  fucceeding  Year,  1255,  about  Eajler,  foon 
"SS-  after  the  King's  Return  from  abroad,  another  Parlia- 
At  Loodoat  ment  was  called  to  meet  at  London.  Paris  writes  that 
there  never  was  feen  fuch  a  Number  of  the  Nobility* 
both  Eccleliaftics  and  Seculars,  as  were  met  together  at 
that  Time.  The  King  acquainted  them  with  the  great 
Debts  he  had  contra&e~Jv  and  that  without  their  Afli- 
ftance  he  could  not  difchargq  them,  and  therefore,  with 

much 
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much  Earneftnefs  demanded  a  pecuniary  Aid  for  that  King  Henry  i 
PurpofefcJ. 

This  Parliament  proved  full  as  refolute  againlt  the 
King  as  any  of  the  former.  They  began  with  recoun- 
ting old  Grievances  ;  and  withal  demanded  that  the 
Chief  Juftice>  Chancellor  and  Treafurer  might  be  chofea 
by  the  Common  Council  of  the  Kingdom  5  as  had  been 
juftly  and  anttently  ufed  ;  and  like  wife  that  they  might 
not  be  removed  but  for  the  moft  apparent  Crimes,  and 
by  the  Deliberation  and  Confent  of  the  whole  King- 
dom.   Concluding  with  this  extraordinary  Exprefiion, 

*  That  they  fhould  never  be  able  to  bind  their  Proteus 

*  of  a  King,  without  he  granted  all  that  they  deman- 
c  ded.*  But  this  the  King  refolutely  refufed  ;  on  which 
the  Barons  declared  that  Bufinefs  mould  be  deferred 
until  the  Michaelmas  following  5  and  this  Council  was 
diflblved  for  that  Time. 

The  fame  Year,  on  the  Feaft  of  St  Luke,  the  No-  Anno  Regni  39. 
biltty  of  the  Kingdom  met  again  by  Adjournment  at  ***** 
JVeJlminJler.    Here  the  King  firft  attack'd  his  Brother  At  Wcftmmfter. 
Richard  Earl  of  Carnival,  and  earneflly  prefled  him  to 
give  him  an  Aid  of  Money  ;  to  whom  the  Pope  alfo 
had  wrote,  requiring  him  to  lend  his  Brother  40000 
(without  faying  whether  Pounds,  or  Marks,)  that  he 
might  fet  a  pious  Example  to  others.    But,  Richard* 
regarding  his  Money  more  than  either  his  Brother's 
Wants,  or  the  Pope's  Letters  ;  and  being  vexed  at 
him  for  going  into  Apulia,  wheedled  thither  by  Italian 
Artifices,  without  the  Confent  of  htm  or  his  Baronage, 
fairly  refufed  him  the  LoanfoJ.    And  when  the  King 
moved  the  Matter  to  the  reft,  they  replied,  4  That 
■  at  that  Time  all  had  not  been  fummoned  according 

*  to  the  Tenor  of  their  great  Charter,  and  therefore 

*  they  would  then  make  no  Anfwer,  or  grant  any 
4  Aid  without  the  reft  of  the  Peers.  This  Parliament, 
fays  the  Monk,  by  many  fictitious  Delays,  was  con- 

Vol  I.  H  tinued 


M  The  Annals  of  Burton  call  the  Aid  that  the  King  demanded  at 
this  Meeting  Hornoelth  j  which  Skimer  defines  Tri'}«tMM  aim pnt  cor- 
wrtii  Ammjdibm  ;»  Regis  -Wl*  pajtis  p*»di  fMtwn,  Ab.A.S.  Hokn 
CofnMye;  GrLt>  Snbttio,    Skinner's  Dift.  Etym. 

ft)  Matt.  r*rit  relates,  that  this  Earl's  Treafure  was  fo  peat,  that 
fce  could  fjsend  i&)  Marts  every  Pay  for  ten  Years  together, 
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KijigHemy  Hi,  tinued  a  Month*  whilft  the  Nobles  were  emptying  their 
Purfes  at  London*  and  then  returned  Home  without 
doing  any  Bu finds. 
Anno Regn^i.  In  the  Year  1257,  another  Parliament  was  called 
"57'  to  meet  at  Wijfmnfter^  about  Eajler,  in  order  to  treat 
At  Wcftmin/kr.  °f  Bufinels  of  Apulia.  To  this  Meeting,  fays  Pa- 
'  rh*  came  fuch  a  Multitude  of  Perfons,  of  all  Sorts, 
that  London  fcarce  could  contain  them.  It  feems  that 
the  Crown  of  Sicily*  and  fmall  Territory  of  Apulia*  in 
Italy*  had  been  offered  to  Prince  Edmund  the  King's 
fecond  Son,  by  the  Pope  the  Year  before  ;  provided 
the  King  would  recover  Sicily  from  the  Hands  it  was 
then  in.  This  bad  been  refilled  by  the  States,  as  a  fo- 
reign Country,  not  worth  the  Trouble  and  Expence 
of  recovering  (p)  ;  and  Apulia  (q)  now  was  rejected  in 
the  fame  Manner,  though  the  King  came  in  Perfon 
to  this  Parliament  with  his  Son  Edmund*  clad  in  an 
Jpulian*  or  Italian  Habit,  fays  Paris*  in  order  to  in- 
duce their  Compliance.  In  this  Parliament  Richard 
Earl  of  Cormual*  the  King's  Brother,  took  Leave  of 
the  Peers,  and  icon  after  fet  out  for  Germany  to  be 
crowned  King  of  the  Romans ;  to  which  Dignity  he 
had  been  elected  fome  Time  before. 

The  Year  following,  1258,  and  about  the  fame 
Anno  Rtgnf  4*.  Time  a  Parliament  was  again  fummoned  to  meet  at 
Ia3g*       London,    The  King  was  prelTed  by  the  Pope  on  the 
At  London      Subject  of  Apulia,  for  it  feems  he  had  lent  a  kind  of  a 
Legate  to  demand  the  Money,  which,  upon  the  King's 
Requeft,  he  had  obliged  himfelf  to  pay  to  the  Mer- 
chants for  that  Bufinefs.    The  King  demanded  a  very 
large  Sum  to  clear  himfelf  of  this  Matter  ;  which 
the  Barons  ltifly  denied  to  aflift  him  with.    And  im 
this  Parliament  there  arofe  great  Heats  and  Contenti- 
ons between  the  King  and  the  Barons,  who  made 
great  Complaints  againft  htm.    *  They  faid  that  he 
*  flighted  the  KeysfrJ  and  Power  of  the  Church,  and 
'  'did 

ftj  The  TUafons  of  the  Peers  for  rejecting  this  Propofal  are  drawn 
up  by  Dr  Brady,  in  his  compleat  Hiftory  of  £#rgfW,  Vol.  1.  p,  616* 
from  the  Atpudiqf  Hitfpm* 

(q)  .'I'HiLi,  is  a  Diftiift  in  hal\\  now  called  Pjflj/rr. 
r;  The  Anathema,  denounced  in  Parliament  againft  the  Violators  of 
Magna  Chahta  [See  before,  p,  53 ,]  was  Confirmed  by  the  Bull 
•f  Pope  ii>M,etn  IV.  the  Y,'Jr  following.    Aimds  of  &wto»}  p.  331. 
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«  did  not  obferve  the  Tenor  of  his  great  Charter ;  that  King  Henry  nr. 

«  he  had  raifed  to  Dignities  and  Riches  his  half  Bro- 

«  thers,  againft  Law  and  Right,  as  if  they  had  been 

«  the  natural  People  of  the  Land,  and  would  not  fuf- 

«  fer  any  Writ  to  iflue  out  of  Chancery  againft  them. 

«  That  although  the  Pride  of  his  Brothers  and  other 

*  Poiftevim  was  intolerable,   vet  JPMicm  de  Valence 

*  exceeded  them  all.'  Simon  Mountf or Earl  of  Leice- 
fter9  taking  his  Advantage  of  thefe  Difputes,  cbm- 
plained  aloud,  not  to  the  King,  but  to  the  whole  A f- 
«  fembly,  *  Calling  for  Jujlice ;  and  charged  the  King 
«  with  promoting  and  enriching  Strangers,  defpifing 
«  and  wafting'  his  own  People,  to  the  Subverfion  of 

*  the  whole  Kingdom ;  by  which  Means  he  became 

*  unable  to  repel  the  Injuries  of  fo  inconfiderable  a  Peo- 
«  pie  as  the  Welch: 

Thefe  Heats  and  Debates  continued  for  fome  Time, 
-when  the  Parliament  was  adjourned  to  be  holden  at 
Oxford  on  the  Feaft  of  St  Barnabas  following.  But, 
before  the  Adjournment,  the  Barons  promifed  the 
King,  *  That  if  he  would  reform  the  State  of  the 

*  Kingdom,  according  to  their  Advice,  and  the  Pope 

*  would  make  the  Conditions  about  the  Affair  of  Sicify9 
?  &c.  more  eafy,  fo  that  it  might  be  profecuted  with 

*  Efteft,  they  would  then  endeavour  to  procure  him 

*  a  Common  Aid,  or  Taxi  for  that  Purpofe.'  The 
King  agreed  fo  far,  that  before  Chrijimas  next  coming, 
the  State  of  the  Kingdom  mould  be  rectified  by  them, 
and  the  Pope's  Legate  if  in  England.  And  for  the 
Performance  of  what  ihould  be  ordained,  he  put  him* 
felf  into  the  Pope's  Power,  fo  as  he  might  compel  him 
to  it,  which  Way  be  pleafed,  by  Ecclefiaftical  Cen-  . 
lure.  And  to  this  he  made  his  Son  Edward  fwear  that 
he  would  obferve  and  keep  what  he  had  granted. 

At  the  fame  Time  he,  likewife,  granted  to  the  Ba- 
rons, that  the  State  of  the  iCingdom  ihould  be  rectified 
and  reformed,  by  twelve  faithful  Perfons  of  his  Coun- 
cil then  chofen,  and  twelve  others  to  be  chofen  by  the 
Barons,  who  mould  meet  at  Oxford,  a  Month  after 
Whit-Sunday*  next  coming,  to  do  every  .Thing  that 
they  fhould  fee  fit  to  the  Honour  of  God  and  the 
Good  of  the  Kingdom.  The  King  promifed  inviolab- 
H  z  ly 


I 
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King  Henry  Hi.  ly  to  obferve  whatfoever  fhould  be  ordnined  by  thofie 
twenty- four,  or  the  Majority  of  them,  under  fuch  Se- 
curity as  they  fhould  direft.  He  made  his  Son  Ed- 
ward fwear,  alfo,  to  thefe  Articles,  and  that  he  would 
inviolably  keep  and  obferve  them  ;  whereupon,  fays 
Parts,  the  Earls  and  Barons,  on  their  Parts,  promifed 
to  endeavour  that  the  Parliament  fhould  grant  him  an 
Aid  (f). 

Thefe  twenty-four  had  Power  to  eleft  four  that 
Were  to  choofe  the  King's  Council,  which  was  to  re- 
clrefs  and  amend  all  Matters  appertaining  to  the  King 
and  his  Kingdom  ;  and  the  Council,  or  the  greaier 
Part  of  it,  was  to  choofe  one  or  more  in  the  Place  of 
fuch  as  mould  make  Default,  fcfr.  (/) 

On  the  Feaft  of  St  Barnabas  all  the  great  Men  and 
Nobles  arrived  at  Oxford,  according  10  iheir  A<Jjourn- 
ment ;  but  came  attended  by  all  fuch  as  owed  them 
Military  Service,  which  made  it  fee  in  as  if  they  ex- 
pected fome  extraordinary  Enemy  to  deal  with.  They 
fought  to  cover  this  Proceeding,  however,  by  faying 
that  they  came  thus  armed,  in  order,  afterwards,  to 
go  and  attack  the  King's  Enemies  the  Welfh  ;  But  their 
true  Reafon  was  for  fear  of  the  King's  half  Brothers, 
and  the  PoiRevins  drawing  them  into  a  Snare.  How- 
ever, Matters  went  better  than  they  imagined,  for  in  this 
Parliament  all  the  Elections  mentioned  before  were 
made  »  and  the  twenty-four  chofen  to  amend  and  re- 
form the  Kingdom  were,  Firft,  thefe  («), 

For  the  King.  For  the  Barons. 

1.  The  Bifhop  of  London,    1,  The  Bifhop  of  Wora* 

2.  The  Bifhop  Elect  of  Jler. 

2.  Simon  Mountfirtf  Earl 
of  Lekefler. 

3.  Richard,  Earl  of  Glou- 
cefler. 

5.  Cuido 


The  Bifhop  Elect  of 
Wtnchejler. 

Hmry%  the  King's  Ne- 
phew. 

John,  Earl  of  Warrsn. 


(s)  The  King's  Declaration  that  he  would  fubmit  to  fuch  Regula- 
tions in  the  State  as  twenty-four  of  the  Barons  fhould  agree  upon*  is 
printed  in  Rymer's  Fad.  Atig.  Vol,  i,  p.  655. 

(tj  A  Copy  of  this  original  Agreement  ia  F>t»cbt  is  printed  in  Dj 
Bkadt's  Appendix,  Vol.  1.  No,  190. 

(«;  The  fallowing  Lifts,  6pc  are  preferred  in  the  Annals  of  Bur- 
ton ;  T»tee  JitfL  Ang,  Sififi,  V.  2ft  Oxen,  16^4  j  and  copied  from 
thence  by  Pr  Bhadtt. 


Guido  de  Lufignan. 
William  de  Valine** 
7.  John,  Earl  of  Warwick. 
0.  Lord  John  Manfel. 

9.  Friar  John  de  DcrU?ig- 
ton. 

10.  The  Abbot  of  Weft- 
minjier. 

11.  Henry  de  Wengham* 
Dean  of  S,  Martins, 
London. 

The  1 2th  omitted  ;  but 
fuppofed  to  be  cither  the 
Abp.  of  Canterbury, 
Peter  of  Savoy,  or 
James  Audley. 


For  the  Barons. 
Humphrey,  Earl  of  He- 
reford* 

Roger,  Earl  of  Norfolk, 
and  Earl  MarefchaL 
Lord  Roger  Mortimer. 
Lord  John  Fitz-Geoffiy, 
Hugh  Bygot,  Brother 
to  the  Earl  MarefchaL 

9.  Lord  Richard  de  Gray. 

1 0.  Lord  William  Bard:jpb. 

1 1 .  Lord  Peter  Montfort. 

12.  Lord  Hugh  Defptnfer. 


6. 

I 


Thefe  Twenty -four  chofe  four  of  their  own  Num- 
ber who  were  to  name  the  King's  Council ;  and  were 
theie, 


The  Earl  of  Warwick* 
John  Manfel. 


Roger  Earl  MarefchaL 
Hugh  Bygot,  his  Brother, 


Thefe  four  named  the  King's  Council,  who  were 
fifteen  in  Number  5 


1.  The  Abp.  of  Canter- 
bury. 

2.  The  Bifliop  of  Weraf- 
ter. 

3.  The  Earl  of  Leicefler. 

4.  The  Earl  of  Gloucefter. 

5.  The  Earl  MarefchaL 

6.  Peter  of  Savoy,  Earl  of 
Richmond. 

7.  The  Earl  of  Albemarle. 


8.  The  Earl  of  Warwick* 

9.  The  Earl  of  Hereford, 

10.  John  Manfel, 

If.  John  Fitz-Gecffiy. 

11.  Peter  Montfort. 

13.  Richard  de  Gray, 

14.  Roger  Mortimer. 

15.  James  dttdley,  or  At- 
dithelege* 


The  Noblemen  that  composM  the  grand  Committee 
of  Twenty-four,  demanded  of  the  King, 

*  Firft, 
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King  Henry  in,    *  Firft,  his  Confirmation  of  the  Charter  granted  b 
4  King  John,  his  Father. 

*  Secondly,  They  require  fuch  a  JufHciary  to  be  con- 

*  ftuuted,  as  would  do  Juftice  to  fuch  as  fufferM 

*  Wrong,  as  well  to  the  Poor  as  the  Rich. 
8  Thirdly,  that  they  mould  chufe  the  Judges,  Cban- 

c  cellors,  Treafurers,  and  other  Officers  and  Minivers, 
«  from  Year  to  Year,  for  ever. 

■  Fourthly,,  that  they  tbernfelves,    or  Friends, 

*  fhould  have  the  Cuftody  of  the  King's  Caftles. 

*  Fifthly,  by  Edift  they  made  it  Capital  for  any  of 

*  what  Degree,  or  Order  foevcr,  to  refufe  to  con  fen  t 

*  to  thefe  Things  ;  and  againft  fuch  the  Archbifliops 
■  and  Bimops  alfo  pronounced  Sentence  of  Excommu- 

*  nication.' 

Thefe  Twenty-four,  alfo,  ordained,  that  there 
mould  be  three  Parliaments  in  a  Year,  and  when  and 
how  they  mould  be  holden  j  this  Order,  tranfkted  from 
the  Original  Fremh^  is  as  follows, 

*<  lS>t  it  remcmbereo,  that  the  Twenty- four  ha 
"  ordained,  that  there  mall  be  three  Parliaments  in  a 
*e  Year ;  the  firft  on  the  Otfaves7  or  eight  Days  after 
"  Saint  Michael ;  the  fecond  on  the  Morrow  after 
*fi  Candlemai  Day  ;  the  third  on  the  firft  Day  of  June9 
**  that  is  three  Weeks  before  Saint  Jshn.  To  thefe 
*'  three  Parliaments  mall  come  all  the  chofen  Counfel- 
*e  lors  of  the  King,  whether  fummoned  or  not,  to  pro- 
**  vide  for  the  State  .of  the  Realm  ;  and  to  treat  of  the 
"  common  Bufinefs  of  the  Realm,  when  Need  fhall 
M  be,  by  the  Command  of  the  King  or  by  his  Sum- 
"  raons." 

The  whole  Community  then  chofe  twelve  Perfons 
to  reprefent  them  in  thefe  Parliaments,  &c.  to  fave  the 
Charges  of  the  Community.  The  Entry,  or  Record, 
of  which  Election  was  to  this  Purpofe, 

"  Be  it  remPmrjerco,  that  theComrmmity  have  cho- 
fen twelve  wife  Men  to  come  to  Parliaments,  and 
at  other  Times  when  there  fhall  be  Need,  when  the 
King  and  his  Council  mall  command  or  fend  for 
them,  to  treat  of  the  Bufinefs  of  the  King  and 
Realm,  and  that  the  Community  will  hold  for  efta- 
blilhed  what  the  Twelve  fhall  do,  and  this  (ball  be 

"  done 


Of  ENGLAND.  63 

«  done  to  fpare  the  Coft  or  Charges  of  the  Communi- 
«  ty." 

Which  twelve  J^Obcjef  Igomm?*,  Vtri probi  velpru- 
denies,  as  the  Record  has  it,  were.entred  in  this  Form, 

«  Thefe  are  the  Twelve  which  are  chofen  by  the 
«  Barons,  £8iu  par  1C5  Z5arun#,  to  treat  in  the  three 
««  Parliaments  in  a  Year,  with  the  King's  Council,  for 
•*  all  the  Commons,  or  whole  Community  of  the  Land, 
*«  pur  tut  te  Comniun  oe  fa  K^rre,  upon  public  Bu- 
M  imefe.    Their  Names  were  thefe, 
The  Bifliop  of  London,        John  de  Gray. 
The  Earl  of  IPincbefter,      Roger  de  Sumery. 
The  Earl  of  Hereford,         Roger  de  Montalt, 
Philip  Bajfet.  Hugh  Dejpencer. 

John  BaiUoL  Thomas  de  Grejley. 

john  de  Verdun.  Sgidius  de  Argenton  (v). 

Many  other  Provifions  were  made  in  this  Parliament 
about  Feudal  Tenures^  Cuftody  of  Wards,  Marriages  and 
Efcheats ;  about  Suits  to  the  King's  Courts  before  Ju- 
fiices  Itinerant,  County  Courts,  Hundred  Courts^  She- 
rift  Turns,  IVrits  of  Right,  IVafie  of  Eflates  in  Cupdy, 
Taking  of  DijtreJJes,  &e.  all  in  Abatement,  adds  Dr 
Brady,  of  the  Rigour  of  the  Feudal  Law*  and  for 
their  own  Eafe  and  Benefit  [w)* 

All  this  was  done,  and  CommiHions  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  King's  Caftles  were  iflued  out  in  eleven 
Days  Time,  as  appears  by  the  Record  of  them,  print- 
ed in  Dr  Brady's  Appendix,  N°.  191,  2,  3. 
which,  for  their  extraordinary  Tenor,  are  worth  the 
Obiervation  of  the  Curious. 

The  laft  Thing  the  Barons  went  upon  in  this  Parlia- 
ment, after  they  had  gained  fuch  large  Concefllons  from 
the  King,  was  to  think  of  an  Aid  for  him.  According- 
ly the  whole  Body  ofthemchofe  twenty  four  Perfons 
who  were  to  treat,  feperately,  of  this  Affair  i  the  Names 

of 

fv)  Dr  Brtuty  obferVM,  that  thefe  twelve  and  the  Kmg*j  Council 
were  only  to  be  prefent  in  thefe  Parliaments.  That  they  were  all  Ba- 
roiw  and  great  Tenwn  ;  >  tWtc,  not  one  uunMOPfr,  fu*.h  as  are  Now  Jb 
reputed,  being  amongft  them, 

(»)  Vide  A»n*L  BuTton,  p  414,  Set.  Cltuf.  44,  H.  3,  M,  17,  Dcrfu, 
It  Pat.  47.  H,  3.  M»  14.  in  XbcfoU  Dcrfa. 


#4        ^Parliamentary  History 

Sbfc  Henry  in,  of  whom  are  prefenved  in  the  Annals,  before  quoted, 
and  are  as  follows : 


The  Bifhop  of  Mrtefter, 
The  Bifhop  of  London^ 
The  Bifhop  of  Salijbury, 
The  Earl  of  Leicefter* 
The  Jar  I  of  GlouceJlery 
The  fearl  Marejcbalr 
Peter  of  Savoy* 
The  Earl  of  Hereford^ 
The  Earl  of  Albemarle , 
The  Earl  of  Wimhefler% 
The  Earl  of  Oxford^ 
John  Fitz-Geefry, 


?ohn  de  Gray, 
phn  de  Baliol, 
Roger  Mortimer^ 
Rager  de  MontQlt^ 
Roger  de  Sumery^ 
Peter  Montforty 
Thomas  de  Grejley, 
Fukode  Kerdifhrij 
Mgidlm  de  Argenton* 

?obn  Kyriely 
hilip  BaJJet, 
JEgidms  de  Erdington. 


But  Matthew  Pans  writes,  that  inftead  of  granting 
or  providing  an  Aid  for  the  King,  now  when  they  had 
gor  their  own  Turn  ferved,  they  fought  to  diftrefs  him 
rriore,  by  driving  his  Brothers  from  him.  The  Names 
of  thefe  Uterine  Brothers  to  the  King  (x)  were  Ade- 
ma9v  or  Atbthw,  ele&  Bifhop  of  lVimheflery  Guy  de 
Lujigyan,  and  William  de  Valence  ;  nor  were  they  well 
plea  fed  with  the  Behaviour  of  Prince  Edward^  his  Son, 
yohn  E;u1  of  JVarrcn,  and  Henry  his  Nephew,  Son  to 
the  King  of  the  Romany  who  had  all  boggled  at  the 
AiTodation  Oath  which  the  whole  Community  of  them 
had  taken.  The  Form  of  this  Chin  to  be  taken  by  the 
whole  Body,  the  Oaih  of  the  Twenty  Four,  with 
thofe  of  the  Chief  Juftice  and  Chancellor  may  be  feen 
in  their  original  Language  in  the  Annals  of  Burton*  p, 
413,  Tranflared  by  Dr  Brady  in  his  Com  pleat  Hiftory 
of  England,  Vol  1.  p,  629,  and  are  therefore  unneces- 
sary here. 

Thus  ended  this  famous  Parliament  at  Oxford,  in  the 
Year  12585  which  afterwards  got  the  Name  of  Parlia- 
menturn 

fx)  Thefe  Princes  were  the  Children  of  Tfitbd  the  King's  Mother, 
afar  the  Death  of  King  fif»s  by  Hugh  U  JW,  Earl  of  March  3  to 
whom  flit  had  been  contrived  before  her  Marriage  with  ft^tt. 

Mat.  Weft.  An.  125$. 
Af.  Tarb  writes,  that  there  were  10700  Pounds  and  30000  Marks  fjrtrrt 
1  the  King's  Half  Brothers.    He  beg'd  feme  that  told  him  of  this  to 


fny  110  more  :  0>,  /nr  the  Ktsd  fGod,  his  Oath,  Jay  m  mart  of  it. 
the  «9  Rthtiivti  >»ak«  M<»  wander  and  jiand  ***icd. 
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wentum  lnfanum,  or  the  Mad  Parliament,  becaufe)Kjag  Henry  in 
lays  an  Hiftorian,  many  Things  were  there  enacted, 
which  caufed  the  Death  of  feveral  of  the  Nobility.  We 
{hall  not  flop  to  make  any  Reflections  on  the  Conduct 
of  either  Party,  our  Readers  are  at  Liberty  to  judge  for 
themfelves  ;  but  whatever  Concelfions  the  Barons 
wrefted  from  the  Crown,  at  this  Meeting,  they  quickly 
loft  again,  by  their  too  violent  Proceedings. 

Nor  were  the  Barons  that  were  added  to  the  King's 
Council,  by  thefe  Provisions,  over  hafty  to  execute 
their  Part  of  this  folemn  Agreeemem.  We  find  that 
the  Year  after,  1259,  whilft  the  King  was  keeping 
the  Feaft  of  S.  Edward,  at  J^efiminjitr^  in  a  very 
grand  Manner,  a  Deputation  from  all  the  Batche- 
lors  (y),  or  young  Men,  of  England,  came  to  Court 
and  reprefented  to  Prince  Edward,  the  Earl  of  Ghuce- 
Jhr,  and  others  of  the  Council,  fworn  at  Oxford, 

*  That*  the  King  had  actually  and  totally  fulfilled  and 

*  compleated  all  and  fingular  Acts,  Obligations,  &c. 

*  which  the  Barons  had  impofed  upon  him  at  Oxford  ; 
c  and  that  the  faid  Barons  had  done  nothing  on  their 
«  Parts  for  the  Good  of  the  Public,  as  they  had  pro- 

*  mifed,  but  only  minded  their  own  private  Interefts, 
c  and  had  every  where  diftrefs'd  the  King's  Affairs  j 
4  and  that  if  this  was  not  fuddenly  amended,  they 

*  would  fee  it  reformed  Tome  other  Way.*  To  which 
the  Prince  immediately  anfwered  for  himfelf,  c  That 

*  as  he  had  unwillingly  taken  a  certain  Oath  at  Oxford, 
<  yet  he  was  ready,  on  his  Part,  to  enforce  the  faid 
«  Oath,  and  to  venture  his  Life  for  the  Commonalty 

*  of  England,  and  the  general  Good,  according  to  the 

*  Tenor  of  the  faid  Oath."  Then,  turning  to  the  Ba- 
rons of  the  Council,  he  told  them,  *  That  unlefs  they 
«  would  immediately  fu!61  the  faid  Oaths,  he  would 

*  himfelf  ftand  by  the  Commonalty,  even  to  Death, 

*  and  force  them  to  it.*  The  Barons,  finding  at 
length  that  they  could  not  avoid  making  good  their 
Promifes,  and  chufing,  adds  our  Authority,  rather  to 
do  it  of  themfelves  than  be  compelled  to  it,  publifhed 
the  Body  of  Laws,  called  Provifionsi  Barwum. 

Vol,  I.  I  Thefe 

(y)  CommtmU**  Eachdaru  AngUe. 

Am*l.  Mormfi.  Burtwij  p.  427«  **  /*2**f*# 


The  Bjironi 
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King  Henry  in.  Thefe  Laws  in  the  French  Tongue  are  contained  in 
nineteen  Articles,  but  are  much  too  long  to  infert  in 
our  Hiftory.  The  Conclufion  of  them  runs  thus, 

Thefe  are  the  Purveyances  and  EJlabli/hments  made  at 
Weftminfter,  in  Parliament ,  by  the  King  and  his  Coun- 
cil, and  the  Twelve,  chofen  by  common  Affent  of  the  while 
Community  of  England,  which  zvere  then  at  Weft min- 
fier  in  the  Tear  of  the  Reign  oj  Henry  the  Sou  of  King 
John  forty  and  three. 

The  National  Bufincfs  went  on  under  this  Form  of 
Government  for  fame  Time  :  The  Barons  having  dri- 
ven the  King's  Brothers  and  all  the  Poiclovins  clear  out 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  excufed  the  Matter,  as  well  as  they 
could,  to  the  Holy  See,  in  a  fubmiflive  Letter  to  the 
Pope  for  that  Purpofe,  thought  now  they  had  the 
King  and  Kingdom  entirely  to  themfelves,  and  might 
rule  both  according  to  their  own  Will  and  Pleafure. 
But  the  King's  Affairs  were  not  in  fo  bad  a  State  as 
they  thought  on.  The  King  of  the  Remans,  his  Bro- 
ther, came  over  to  his  Afiiitance,  who  with  Prince  Ed- 
ward, and  many  Nobles  more,  maintained  the  Royal 
Caufe  ;  whillt  Simon  Mountfort^  Earl  of  Leicejler^  at 
the  Head  of  the  other  Barons,  endeavoured  to  fupport 
the  Oxford  Provisions  ;  which  occafioned  the  wafting 
and  burning  each  other's  Caftles,  Lands  and  Eftates, 
all  over  the  Kingdom.  However,  by  the  Mediation 
of  the  Queen,  a  Treaty  was  let  on  Foot,  and  Matters 
were  fbmewhat  accommodated  betwixt  the  King  and 
his  Barons ;  but  it  did  not  laft  long,  for  Henry  defpai- 
ring  to  gain  any  Aid  from  them,  and  willing  to 
fhakeoff  the  Yoke  ihey  had  impofed  on  him  aiOxford* 
lent  to  the  Pope  for  an  Abiblution  from  the  Oaths  he 
had  taken  on  that  Occafion.    The  Pope  grants  his  Re- 

Oath/tTken  to  wno  had  taken  Oaths  for  that  Purpofe,    giving  for 
fupport  their;.    Reafon,  that  by  this  Diilolution  of  all  that  had  palled 
they  might  (ooner  come  to  an  Accommodation  (sj. 
Upon  this  the  King  calls  another  Parliament*  at  Ox- 

prd> 


The  Pope  ab- 


Anno  Repnt  47. 
1263, 


At  Oxford. 


The  King's  Declaration  that  he  is  abfolved  from  his  Oath,  and 
A  •  no:  think  himfeli  undei  any  Obligation  toebfcrre  the  R*gul  aligns 
tp*&c  by  the  Baroni  at  QxjwJ,  is  printed  to  Rvmie'i  f«d.  VoJj  1.  p. 
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fordy  and  propofed  it  to  his  Nobles,  *  That  fince  both  King  Henry  nr, 

*  he  and  they  had  all  been,  too  warmly,  drawn  in 

*  to  make  the  former  Provisions,  and  fince  the  Pope 

*  had  abiblved  both  him  and  them  from  their  Oaths  ta- 
c  ken  on  that  Occafion,  he  hoped  they  would  take  hold 

*  of  the  Benefit  of  that  Abfolution,^ .  and  let  all  Things 

*  be  reftored  to  their  antient  Ufage.'  The  Lords  {a\ 
who  were  prefent  at  this  Meeting,  unanimoufly  reply- 
ed,  for  themfelves  and  their  Followers,  *  That  the 

*  Provisions  which  were  made,  and  which  they  were 

*  bound  by  Oath  to  keep,  they  were  refolved  to  ad- 
4  here  to,  to  the  End  of  their  Lives ;  looking  upon 

*  them  to  be  equally  conducive  to  the  Good  of  the 
«  King  and  Kingdom.*    Whilft  thefe  Things  were 
going  on  to  an  open  Rupture  betwixt  the  King  and 
bis  Barons,  ibme  Bifhops  interpofed,  who  with  fome 
other  common  Friends  to  both  Sides,  brought  Matters 
lb  to  bear  betwixt  them,  that  the  Decifion  of  the  whole 
Affair  was  left  to  the  Judgment  of  the  King  of  France.  JJ'J^^ 
Some  time  after,  in  the  fame  Year,  the  French  King       >JP  b»- 
called  a  Parliament  of  his  Eimops  and  Nobles  at  Ami-  rons  Paovnt- 
$ns  i  where  deliberating  gravely  on  this  Euiinefs,  he,0*8, 

at  laft,  gave  Sentence  for  Henry  againft  the  Barons, 
difanulled  the  Oxford  Provisions,  and  reftored  his 
Brother  King  to  his  priltine  State.  But  Simon  Mont- 
fort  ,  Earl  of  Leicejiery  taking  an  Exception,  *  That  he 

*  did  not  hereby  abrogate  King  John's  Charter*  de- 
clared, '  That  the  Provisions  were  founded  on  that 
Charter*  and  therefore  he  would  not  fubmit  to  the 
French  King's  Sentence  (b). 

The  Civil  War  now  broke  out  with  Violence,  the 
King  being  very  unfortunate  at  the  Beginning  of  it ; 
for  not  long  after  happened  the  Battle  of  hewei  in 
Sujfexy  where  the  King's  Army  was  routed,  and  he, 
with  his  Brother  RIchard9  King  of  the  Romans,  were 

I  %  taken 

f*J  Henry  KnyRhton  has  given  us  the  Names  of  fome  of  the 
Lords  that  competed  this  Meeting,  viz..  Aiwow,  Earl  of  Letctfer  -t  Gil&trt 
de  CUrm,  Earl  of  Giocttfler  ;  Humj>hrey  Bohnn,  junior,.  Earl  Rrrars  t 
amorgft  the  Barons  were  Jobn  Finjah»t  Henry  de  Msjiiug^  Geofry 
Lu-y-,  John  Kefcy,  junior,  Nisbnlat  &  Scgrave,  Jigfc  It  Sptnfay  and 
f.i'uTi  )  -punt.  Decern  Scriptores  H.  A.  Col.  2446. 

)  The  Award  of  Lxvii  the  French  King,  between  the  King 
fell  Bmqbf,  ii  alio  in  Rymeej  Vol,  1.  p,  776, 


him  and  the  Ba- 


The  Parliamentary  History 

King  Henry  in.  taken  Prifoners,  with  many  other  Barons.  This  Battle 
The  King  tak,owas  fou£ht  May  M>  1264.  M.  Wejhninpr  writes, 
prifoncr  at  the  that  King  ftfotf  had  a  Horle  kili'd  tinder  him  in  this 

Battle  between    Battle  (f). 

And  now  Montfort,  having  the  King  in  his  Pofief- 
fion,  did  with  him  as  he  plea  fed ;  he  caufed  him  to 
lend  out  Commiflions  to  conftitutc  and  appoint  Keep* 
ets  and  Conferva  tors  of  the  Peace  in  all  the  Counties 
of  England,    And  in  the  Body  of  thefe  Commiflions 
there  was  a  Precept  directed  to  every  one  of  thefe  Con- 
fer vators,  to  fend  four  of  the  moft  legal  and  difereet 
Knights,  of  each  County,  to  be  chofen  by  the  Aflent 
of  that  County,  to  ferve  for  the  Whole,  to  meet  the 
King  at  London  ;  to  be  there  on  the  Octaves  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  at  farther!,  to  treat  with  the  King,  his 
Prelates,  great  Men  and  others,  about  his  own  Bufi- 
nefi,  and  the  Buiinefs  of  the  Nation, 
fljpo  R«gn5  48.    As  this  is  the  firft  Time,  we  can  with  Certainty,  find, 
1264,      when  the  Gentry, or  Commons  of  England,  were  called 
to  Parliament,  to  confult  with  the  King,  the  Bilhops, 
and  Barons,  on  the  State  of  the  Kingdom,  it  will  not  be 
amifs  to  be  a  little  particular  about  it.    King  Hen?"} 
was  then  in  the  Cuftody  of  the  Earl  of  Leicefi^  and 
under  his  Power  ;  Richard,  King  of  the  Ramans,  a 
Prifoner  in  the  Tower  ;  t,heir  two  eldeft  Sons  Prifoners 
Parliament,  in  and  Hoftages  in  Dover  Cattle  5  the  Barons  that  adhcr'd 
NjW8'5      10  the  R°yal  Caufe,  for  that  Time  fubdaed  i  fo  that  the 
whole  Power  of  the  Kingdom  was  then  in  the  Earl  of 
Lmefitr  and  his  Abettors  (4).  It  feems  the  Earl  and  his 
Friends  had  projected  a  new  and  ftill  a  ftronger  Scheme 
for  the  Reformation  of  the  Government ;  and  they 
feemed  to  want  the  Con  fen  t  of  the  whole  Nation  to 
-give  it  a  Sanction.     For  which  Reafon  thefe  four 
Knights,  to  be  chofen  out  of  each  County,  were  jfirft 
thought  of.    Dr  Brady  and  other  Writers,  on  the 
Side  of  Prerogative,  call  this  an  Innovation  into  the 
antient  Cuilom  of  fitting  in  Parliament  ;  and  abfolute- 
3y  deny  that  the  Commons  were  ever  called  before. 

The 

(cU  Rtx  Angliae,  tq**  elfffifltm  /«i  fe  wir/Jjjp,  elfins  «/?. 
(dj  Mr  Ryner  hai  taken  Care  to  diftbguifH  the  A£h  of  State  the'King 
tvas  obligM  to  make  during  his  Captivity,  (a  as  to  be  eafily  known  from 
the  others  j  from £.  790  to  Sij.  v  Fjedeha  Awe,  Toa,  I. 


S.  Mountfort 
ftimmons  the 
Commons  to 
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The  Drfeys,  that  the  Scheme  of  Government  here  in-  King  h«u7  in, 
vented  was  no  kfo  than  to  unking  (he  Ktng  ;  and  there 
if  as  an  Inftrutnent  ready  drawn  agsinft  the  Meeting  of 
this  Parliament  for  that  Purpofe.  The  Inftrument  it- 
ffif  is  printed  in  Dr  Brady's  Appendix  (e),  and  an  Ab-» 
itract  given  of  it  in  his  Hiftory  (f)\  to  both  which  we 
refer  thofe  that  will  concern  themfelves  in  the  Contro- 
versy. It  is,  however,  undeniable  that  if  this  Form 
of  Government  had  taken  Effect,  the  regal  Power 
would  have  been  entirely  eclips'd  ;  and  the  King 
in  a  worfe  State  of  VaiTalage  than  the  meaneft  Sub- 
ject. 

On  the  other  Hand,  Mr  Prynn  and  Mr  Pstyt  are 
ftrenuous  Advocates  for  the  Rights  of  the  Commons  of 
England  y  aiTerting,  that  they  were  always  confulted 
from  the  earlieft  Account  of  Government  in  this  Ifland. 
But,  as  we  have  touched  upon  this  Controverfy  in  the 
Exordium  to  this  Work,  we  (hall  content  ourfelves,  and 
we  hope  our  Readers,  with  noting  that  the  Arguments 
on  both  Sides  are  bell  drawn  up  by  the  aforefaid  Dr 
Brady  (g)  and  Mr  Petyt  (b)>  to  which  we  refer.  Ob- 
ferving  farther,  that  we  lhould  have  been  glad  to  have 
cleared  up  this  Matter  oh  the  Side  of  the  Commons  in 
the  former  Part  of  this  Work  ;  had  we  but  met  with 
any  authentic  Teflimony  of  it  from  theConqueft  to  this 
Period.    To  proceed  then  with  our  Htftory. 

It  cannot  be  amifs  in  this  Part  of  it,  to  give  our  Rea- 
ders, at  length,  the  Form  of  the  Writ  of  Summons  di- 
rected to  the  refpective  Prelates,  Abbots,  Priors,  and 
Barons,  which  were  to  conftitute  this  Parliament.  As 
alfo  the  Subftance  of  the  Precept  directed  to  the  Sheriffs 
for  the  electing  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgfffes^ 
that  were  to  fit  amongft  them  ;  for  it  does  not  yet  ap- 
pear, that  the  latter  made  then  a  feperate  Houfe,  or 
acted  accordingly.  This  then  being  the  firft  Precedent 
we  have  upon  Record  of  a  Parliament,  conftituted  as 

at 


(t)  No.  at3.  Pat.  48.  H.  3.  M.6.  Dorfo. 
(  f)  P.  643.  644. 

(r)  In  his  Introduction  to  the  old  Er$ljfl;  Hiftory  j  from  f.  136.  to 
j4J.  *  Fol.  W16S4- 

(hj  Petyt'j  Jus  FmlitmtHarim, ,  I 73-f- 
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KInz  Hcmy  hi.  at  this  Day,  a  Copy  of  the  Summons  from  the  Feeds* 
ra  Anglitana  deferves  particular  Notice  (/). 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  Parliament  fo  called,  with 
the  Commons  included,  who  were  to  fit  to  do  Bufinels, 
on  the  2  2d  of  June?  1264,  at  London^  did  ever  meet 
for  that  Purpofe.    It  is  probable,  the  inteftine  Troubles 

at 

(i;  Ad  Co/'fuharJutw  cum  eadem  Simone  Rtgem  taptivum  ducente,  qui- 
dam  Epifcopi ,  iiotiiixlii  Baroprs,  Abbatum  &>  Frtorunt  htattdtt*  turba^neinm 
&>  Specialises  per  Comkatus  &*  Burgas  u/qnequaque  fcie&i  GmpUces  cosva- 
(Mttur,  per  hoc  Simonis  mavdatnmi  m  Aomue  Regit. 

Henrkuj,  Dei  Gratia t  Rex  Anglic,  Domitms  Hibenuat,  &•  Di< x  Aqui- 
taniac,  Vevcrabili  in  Chrijio  Petri  R.  eade>a  Gratia  t  Epifcopo  Dunel- 
njenfi,  SaUttem. 

Citm  p$  gravia  Twbatiaiiuia  Difcrimina  dudum  habita  in  Rrgvn  n^irot 
Ckarifimnti  tiRws  Edwardus,  Frimr^emtns  noJlert  pro  Pace  in  Regno  mfho 
ajfeatrJuda  &>  fnra.au/ia  (bjcf  tradttns  exthiljet  j  &>  jam  fedata,  (  Eeoe- 
di&ui  DiKi)  Turbatkne  prtditla  f*per  Deliberations  rjnfdern  fahtbriter  Jra~ 
tUe»Ja  &  plena  Secnritate  &>  Trasqtdlitate  Pads  ad  Hwvrem  Det  fi* 
Utilitatem  Wins  Rrgtri  »t$ri  firman  4»  d>  tot  alitor  compknda  ;  a*  fnper  qui- 
bufdant  etliis  Rtgm  wjhi  Nrgntm  qstt  five  Coisfilio  veji'-o  dp  aliisrnn  Prrta- 
tormx  S>  Moguotiim  nqjh-ort<Ti)  NttLovNS  expedtrt  cum  eifJem  Traffotum  babcr* 
mi  apt* teat. 

Vtibti  JW Juda  w),'t.!,  mgaptes  in  Tide  ©•  DUeHiaie  qinbus  nobis  tenemnil  quod 
cmtii  Occjjioue  p<$pnf:tit  &  Negotijs  aliis  pr<£terrn{jjis  fitii  ad  noi  London* 
in  OBalii  SamHi  Hillarii  proxime  futuris  ,  nabijetm  &*  cum  prjtdi&is  Fr&- 
latis  &>  Magpatibus  nojirts  qms  ibidem  vocari  Jecimus  fuper  pr&m$is  trmz- 
tatitri  &>  Cottfilium  mpenfuri :  Et  bocficut  Nos  &*  Honor  ens  nojirum  &* 
jhttm  ttetnan  Op  comrmtnem  Rtgm  wopri  Trapc^itilitatem  diligitis  tiullMeiws 
wmttmw. 

Ttfit  Rege  apitd  Wigorniam,  a+  Die  Deccmbris. 

Eodejn  Moio  Mundxtmn  A 

Epif:*po  Karliolenfi,  Abhati  S.  Maris  Eboraci,  Frioribm  Dunclmenfi, 
G=  SznAi  Trinitatis  Eboraci,  Abbntibui  de  Seleby,  Furnes,  Foatibus, 
IRyevallc,  Melfi,  Rupr,  Bejla  Landa,  Prhribas  de  Bridlington,  &>  San£ii 
Ofwaldj^  <iiijxu  4t  Rufrord,  Frianbus  de  Blyda,  Thurgarton,  &*  Carleo- 
lenit^  AObati  de  Wluteby,  Priori  de  Gifeburn,  Anbtepifcopn  Eboraccnfij 
Priori  de  Parco,       Deiatio  Eboracenll. 

Eodtm  Moth  Mandatuni  ejl  Sitbfiriptisf  viz, 
Epifcnpis  London,  Winton,  Exon.  Wygorn.  Lyncoln.  Elien.  Sarumj 
Covent.  es»  Lich.  &>  Ciceftern.  EU80  Bath.  &>  Welles,  Decants  Exon, 
de  Welles,  Sarum,  &>  Lyncoln. 

Jit  Forma  pr£diRa  Scrihitnr  Ahbatibm  S»  FriaribuS  Subfmptis 
fab  bac  data, 

Tefte  Rrge  apud  Wodeftoclce  uiVr/Ju*?  quarto  Die  Decerobris. 

Ahbitihus  Sanfti  Edmundi,  de  Waotham,  6»  de  Sanflo  Albano,  Tdr&n 
A  Evefbam,  Abbatms  WcOjiHJnaftcricjin,  Claftonenji,  d<  Reding,  <fe 
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at  that  Time  prevented  it.    But,  in  the  next  Year,  King  Henry  m 
1265,  and  the  49th  of  King  Henry  the  Third,  was  the 
famous  Parliament  called  ;  which,  with  another  in  the 
1 8th  of  Edward  the  Firft,  were  certainly  the  Models, 
or  Paterns,  of  our  prefent  EngUfi  Parliaments. 

The 

CSrencefter,  4>  de  Waverle,  Pricribxs  Elienil,  Norwic.  6*  de  Merton. 
Abbott  de  Ofeney,  Pnori  S.  Fridefwidm  Oxon.  Ab'jatide  Meftendcn, 
friori  de  Lenton,  Abbati  de  BcUo,  Triariims  Orduds  de  Sempringham,  de 
Watton,  6°  Hoffitalis  S,  Johannii  Jerofalem  in  Anglia,  Magtfho  Mi- 
hti*  Templi  i»  Anglia,  ^Marital  Ramenenfi,  <fc  Burgo,  de  Thorney, 
de  Crouland,  Ceftriie,  Salop,  de  Hnlmo,  de  Bardenei,  6»  de  Colceftre, 
Pfiori  Dunftaplc,  AbbatibHS  de  Bella  loco,  Parco  lude,  Stanlegh,  Lih 
lefliul,  &*  Bittlefden,  Friori&us  de  Beuver,  &>  de  Lenton,  Abbott  de 
Clervaus,  Trim  de  Stodeley,  Abbatibut  S.  Anguftini  Cantuar.  6>  de  Cer- 
teflie,  Prion  S.  Trinitatis  Cantuar.  Abbatibta  de  Htda  juxtaWinton. 
Middleton,  Cerne,  Abbotcftmrie,  6*  Taviltoke,  Trim  de  Huntingdon, 
Abbatibut  de  Su!eby,  War  Jon,  S.  Jacob!  Northamp.  Letceftre,  &  Kirfcc- 
ftet,  frivribus  de  Eton,  &*  Cruce  Royfia,  Abbatibta  de  Kirkeftal,  6* 
Tame,  P*ioribus  de  BcrmandeiTie,  6*  Bcmwell,  Abbatifws  de  Meriavall, 
S.  Auguftini,  Briftol.  de  Malmeflburie,  Michaelnui,  Abindon,  S.  Petri 
Glouc.  de  Perihore,  de  Wynchecumbe,  Prinnbus  de  Covenrr.  Sanfto 
Neoto,  &>  S.  Svrithint  Wynton,  Abbati  da  Lefnes,  Prioribtts  de  Leedes, 
]  jnda,  Spalding,  S.  Barthol.  London,  tip  d*  Kcnelworth,  AbbMibm  de 
Ofolveftooe,  fi»  de  Tcukefburie,  Tnori  de  Fiafljevcd,  Abbstibiu  Middle- 
tone,  de  Vailed ci,  6>  de  Croxton. 

Iters,  in  Forma  prsMBa  Mandatum  eft  Cimtibns  Sfl  alHs  fubferiptis. 
Vat.  apnd  Wodcftocke,  24  Die  Decembrii* 

Comitibks  Leiceflr.  Glouccflr.  Norfolc,  fr  Marefcallo  Anglic,  Oxonl- 
enfi,  8"  Derb.  Rad.  de  Camoys,  Rogero  de  S.  Johannc,  Hugotii  le  de 
Spenfer,  fnftic.  AngHae,  Johanni  turn  Johannis,  Wjllieimo  ae  Mun- 
chenfy,  NichoJao  de  SegTave,  Johanni  de  Vefcy,  Radulpho  Baflet,  {de 
Dnyton)  Henrico  de  Haftings,  GaliHdo  de  Lucy,  Roberto  de  Ros,  Jo- 
hanni de  Eyvill,  Ads  de  Novomercato,  Waltero  de  Cole vj  11,  Willieirno- 
Marmyun,  Rogero  Bertram,  Radulpho  Bailee,  (de  Sopcote)  Gilberto  de, 
Cauat. 

Item  Mandaturn  eft  fiugulis  Trcecimntibas  per  Angltam,  g«oJ  vtmrefs- 
emu!)  Ditos  Mi  lit  is  de  Legttlioribus  Sf>  Dijcreliorib^i  Miittttmi  fihgatoritM 
CemtaiKmn,  ad  Regent  London,  in  0£Ub.  prddtitis  in  Form*  JupradiBam 

Ifm  ht  Forma-  prju&cJa  ftribitw-  CiviltMS  Ebor.  ttvihus  Lincoln.  6»  cce- 
ten*  Jimgts  Angliz  quad  mittata  h  Forma  ptf..ii£ta  Duos  de  Difcretimbits 
6»  LtgalimbHi  &*  Probioribus  tarn  Civibus  jm»  Buaoengi  bus  fait. 

Item  in  Forma  pr*di£lm  Mandjtttm  eft  Larmribm  &*  Prabis  Homiiiibxs 
SlHitHptt  Ttirtmtm,  pront  cmthtetsr  in  Lrevi  itTathiato  ttijcrini. 

Jitx  Vicecoaili  SulTex,  Sahdem. 

SummoHttn  per  quatvr  Legalists  Militea  i;  Gmitatx  two  prAdtffo  Pctrum 
de  Snubadia  spud  Pevciifeiam,Johann«u  de  Warrcna  apad  Lewes,  &*  Hu- 

goncm 


King  Henry  HI. 

Anno  Rcgm  4g  , 
JZ65. 


A  fecond  Battle, 
in  which  the  Ba- 
cons are  routed, 


The  Ktng  caTIi 
a  Parliament  ac 
Wincbefter. 

Anno  Regni  49, 
1*65. 
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The  BuJinefs  of  this  Parliament  was  chiefly  to  treat 
about  Prince  Edward's  Reieafe,  at  that  Time  a  Prifo- 
ner  in  Dover  Caftle.  But,  whatever  elfe  was  done  at 
it,  this  was  not. effected,  for  he  was  not  releas'd  until 
fome  Time  following,  and  then  was  but  a  Prifoner  at 
large,  carried  about  by  Montfirt9  with  his  Father, 
wherefoever  he  went  ;  who  now  directed  all  the  Af- 
fairs of  the  Kingdom  at  his  own  Plealure.  But,  Prince 
Edward  having  found  Means  to  efcape,  foon  raifed  an 
Army,  and  by  a  m?tchlefs  Piece  of  Conduct,  came  up- 
on the  Ear]  of  LeiceJIsr,  and  his  Forces,  near  Evefbamy 
\i\WorcefierJhire^  routed  them,  flew  the  Earl  and  his 
eldett  Son,  with  many  more  Barons,  and  releas'd  his 
>Faiher  from  a  Bondage  worfc  than  Death 

Thus  did  this  ambitious  Earl  and  his  Adherents,  by 
grafping  at  too  much  lofe  all  ;  and  the  great  Concep- 
tions they  had  gain'd  were  levell'd  with  the  Ground. 
The  Battle  was  fought  on  the  5th  of  Jfuguft,  this  Year, 
and  on  the  8th  of  September  following,  the  King  called 
a  Parliament,  to  meet  at  Winchejler  ;  where,  by  their 
Advice,  the  Liberties  of  the  City  of  London  were  feized, 
and  the  greateft  Offenders  committed  to  Prifon  to  be 
punifhed  at  the  King's  Pleafure  (I).  This  Parliament 
gave  the  King,  alfo,  all  the  Rebels  Lands ;  and  by 
their  Advice,  he  appointed  two  CommiffioneTS  in  each 

County* 

fonam  Re  Bigod  apttR  Bofeham,  qmi  Jtct  coram  Nabii  &>  Qufiiio  n^iroy 
in  pruxmo  fatlumivto  »$to  London,  friwo  Die  Junii,  $tjlitt*m  fagitri 

&>  reujtturi. 

£t  tn  pltflO'CnmtatN  tw  pfdtlawsvi  facias  quod  quimrtque  tut  Opus  pr&- 
JiRarum  Petri  Jofcannis  5p  Hugoius  interim  precurare  fen  impttr,ire  voCt&it 
JalvMm  Gp  fecarum  Lwiw&itm  ttrtftrttm  ad  N.as  vetnendi  wrjnai  &*  ft  Audi 
re&o  i»  Curia  nnffra,  Ji  ijtris  verfns  %s  loani  •Dfltitrit  feenre  vc»i jJ,  £r  Aor 
C<utdn8itm  bajajjututirti  fieri  facianms.  jtt  have**  ill  AwtitM  tytatuvr  Jdili~ 
turn  Gr>  hoc  breve. 


ed 
eir 

be 


%fte  Regs  aprd  Wdhrjon* 

£er  ConjUiiitn. 

FoJem  IM  MairistuM  §  Vicecmiti  Hertfbrdi*  A  W.  W, 
Valence  apt  J  Brekendon. 

J'er  tntHfn  Con/ilium. 

(fc)  The  King  had  like  to  have  been  fbin  himfelf  at  this  Battle,  b  _ 
grievoufly  wounded  by  a  Djrt  thrown  at  him  by  Miftake  j  the  Earl  ha*I 
ang  caua'd  him  to  be  drefs'd  that  Day  in  a  Suit  of  his  o*n  Armour. 

U)  thfamRibtUiwrm.  M.  Parls^ 
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Counfy,  who,  with  the  Sheriffs,  were  to  extend  King  Henry  ] 
them,  and  return  the  Extent,  with  the  Names  of 
the  Lands,  and  their  Owners,  to  him  at  Wefiminjler* 
by  the  13th  of  OMer  following  {m)  The  Comroiffion 
bears  Date  at  fVimhefler,  Sept.  21  ;  and  Parti  adds, 
that  the  King  disinherited  all  thofe  that  flood  for  frknt- 
fort  againft  him  ;  and  gave  their  Lands  to  thofe  who 
had  faithfully  ferved  him. 

This  fevere  Sentence  on  the  Earl  of  Leice/ier's  Fol- 
lowers was  ftriclly  put  in  Execution  ;  but  the  Cry  of 
the  Sufferers  was  fo  great,  that  it  indue'd-the  Pope's 
Legate,  Ottokni,  then  in  England,  to  take  their  Cafe 
into  bis  Protection  To  this  Purpofe  he  requefted  the  Anno  Regal 
King  to  call  a  Parliament,  which  he  granted,  and  it  II66, 
was  fummoned  to  meet  at  Kenekuorth,  Auguft  the  2 2d,  At  Kenelwortfa. 
1266  (n).  Here  it  was  agreed,  by  the  common  Af~ 
fent  of  the  Bifmps,  Abbots,  Priors,  Earli,  Barons,  and 
ail  Others  (we  find  the  Commons  here,  if  they  met, 
but  flighty  mentioned,)  that  fix  Perfons,  vi&.  the  Bi- 
fliop  of  Exeter,  the  BiOoop  of  Bath,  the  Bifhop  EkcT: 
of  fVarcejler,  Sir  Alan  Zoucb,  Sir  Roger  dt  Sumery,  and  Sir 
Robert  Walerand,  by  their  Oaths  there  made,  mould  chufe 
fix  others,  who  would  according  to  their  Judgments  do 
the  beft  for  the  Security  and  Peace  of  the  Land.  To 
thefe  Twelve  was  committed  the  Cafe  and  Fa&s  of  the 
disinherited,  with  full  Power  from  the  King  and  Parli- 
ament to  hear  and  determine  all  Matters  concerning  it ; 
which  Determination  was  called  the  Btttum  De  %l* 
neltoortl).  If  there  arofe  any  Difference  between  the 
Twelve,  that  was  only  to  ftand  good  and  firm  which 
received  the  Affentand  Approbation  of  the  Legate,  and 
Henry,  Son  to  the  King  of  the  Romans ;  and  they  were 
to  nnifli  their  Work  by  the  Feaft  of  All  Saints. 

This  Determination  and  Award  was  made  to  better 
the  Condition  of  the  difinherited,  and  to  turn  the  For- 
feitures and  Lofs  of  their  Eftatea  into  a  Compofition  for 
them  ;  and  therefore, 

«*  All  who  began  the  War  and  perfever'd  in  it  % 

"  All  who  violently  and  maliciouily  kept  Northamp- 
H  ton  againft  the  King  ; 

Vol,  I.  K  "  All 

(mt  See  the  Form  of  the  Writ  of  Summons  at  Urge  in  Jh  B*ady*i 
Afttndtx.  No,  213.    Ex  Pat.  49.  H  3,  JW,  8.  Dorfa 
Ptt,  59,  H.  3.  M.  9.  JV/o. 
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**  All  that  fought  again  ft  the  King  at  Lewes  j 

*'  All  that  were  taken  at  Kenelworth  under  the  Com- 
"  mand  of  young  Simon  Montfort,  had  plunder' d  Win- 
"  cbejht\  or  were  in  any  other  Place  againlt  the  King, 
"  which  he  had  not  pardon'd  ; 

U  All  fighting  againft  him  at  Evejham  ; 

■*  AH  that  were  in  the  Fight  at  Chejhrfieid  ; 

'«  All  that  freely  fent  their  Service,  that  is,  Hon 
"  and  Arms,  againft  the  King  or  his  Son  ; 

"  AM  Bailiffs  and  Servants  of  the  Earl  of  Leueftery 
M  that  plundered  their  Neighbours,  burnt  their  Houfes, 
*c  or  blTd  them,  or  did  any  other  Mifchief ; 

Should  pay  five  Years  Rents  of  their  Lands,  and  it 
they  paid  it,  they  were  to  have  their  Land  again.  The 
Money  was  to  be  paid  at  two  or  three  Ihort  Payments, 
and  if  they  paid  the  who!e  then  all  their  Land  was  de- 
livered -,  if  half,  then  half ;  if  a  third  Part,  then  equal ; 
and  if  they  were  not  able  to  pay,  the  Lands  were  to  re- 
main in  the  Hands  the  King  had  given  them  to,  'till  the 
Money  was  raifed  j  and  out  of  thefe  Compositions,  by 
the  Perfwailons  of  the  Arbitrators,  the  King  was  to 
gratify  his  own  Friends, 

The  Earl  Ferrers  and  Henry  Hajlings  were  to  pay  fe- 
ven  Years  Profits  of  their  Lands. 

Thofe  who  had  committed  lefler  Crimes  than  the 
above  recited,  compounded  ;  or  were  fined  three  Years, 
two  Years,  one  Year,  or  Half  a  Year's  Rent  of  their 
Lands,  according  to  the  Nature  of  their  Offences ;  thofe 
that  had  no  Lands  were  fined  in  Goods. 

All  Obligations,  Writings,  or  Inftruments,  made  by  the 
King,  or  his  Son,  concerning  the  Oxford  Provisions, 
or  made  or  entred  into  by  any  of  the  King's  faithful  Sub- 
jects, by  Reafon  of  the  Troubles,  were  made  NuU  and 
hid  by  this  Award  :  Whereby  it  was  declared,  that  the 
King  might  and  ought  to  exercife  his  Royal  Power  and 
Authority  without  the  Let  or  Contradiction  of  any  one  ; 
by  which,  contrary  to  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  the 
Land,  which  had  long  fub lifted,  his  Royal  Dignity 
might  have  been  injur'd ;  yet  the  Great  Charter^  and 
the  Charter  of  the  Forejl,  were  to  remain  in  full  Force 
by  this  Judgment. 

The  Commiflloners  abo  requeued  the  King  and  Le- 
gate 
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gate,  that  under  Danger  of  Corporal  Punifhment  and  King  Henry  in. 
Ecclefiaftick  Cenfure,  they  would  ftriftly  forbid  any  to 
fpeak  of  Simon  Mount/or t  as  a  Saint,  or  to  fpread  the  vain 
and  foolifh  Miracles  reported  of  him. 

They,  alfo,  humbly  befeech'd  the  Legate  to  abfolve 
the  King,  and  all  others  of  the  Kingdom  both  great  and 
fmaU,  from  the  Oaths  they  had  taken  to  obierve  certain 
Charters,  concerning  the  Oxford  Provisions  j  to  the 
Observation  of  which  they  were  bound  by  the  Sentence 
of  Excommunication,  pronounced  againlt  iuch  as  did 
not  obferve  them. 

This  Award,  or  Bitfum  »e  ftmdtoortlj,  was  fi- 
nifhed  in  the  Cattle  of  Kenehvwtb,  on  the  31ft  of  OElo* 
ber>  in  the  Year  of  Grace  1266,  and  the  fiftieth 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Henry, 

The  Year  after,  1267,  Henry  called  another  Parlia-  Anna R«gni  51 
menr  to  meet  at  St  Edmund/bury^  where,  fays  the  Con-  ,l67* 
tinuator  of  Matthew  Paris,  were  fummoned  to  appear  At  St  Edmundf. 
the  Earls,  Barons,   Archbiftiops,  Bifhops,  Abbots,  bur7- 
and  all  that  owed  him  Military  Service,  with  their 
Horfe  and  Arms,  to  go  againft  thofe  Rebels  who  had 
got  into  the  Me  of  Eb/^  and  ftili  held  it  out  againft 
him-   This  is  a  prepofterous  Way  of  fummoning  a 
Parliament,  which  the  Monk  fpeaks  of  j  however,  it 
is  certain  there  was  fome  other  Bufinefs  intended  to  be 
done  at  this  Meeting  more  than  going  to  Fight.  For  the 
lame  Author  has  given  us  an  exact  Account  of  the 
King,  with  the  Pope's  Legate  who  was  then  with 
him,  and  what  Demands  they  made  for  a  Supply  from 
the  Clergy,  with  their  Anfwer  to  each  Article. 

1.  It  was  demanded,  *  That  the  Prelates  and  Rec- 

*  tors  of  Churches  mould  grant  them  the  Tenths  of 

*  their  Churches,  for  three  Years  next  to  come,  and 

*  for  the  Year  laft  part,  as  they  gave  the  Barons  for 
1  keeping  the  Coafts  againft  the  Invafions  of  Strangers.' 
To  this  it  was  anfwered,  *  That  the  War  began  by 
'  unreaibnable  Defires,  and  did  then  continue,  and 

*  therefore  it  was  neceflary  to  forbear  repeating  the 

*  like  Demands,  and  treat  of  the  Peace  of  the  King- 

*  dom  ;  and  make  Ufe  of  the  Parliament  to  the  Bene- 

*  fit  of  the  Church  and  Kingdom  ;  and  not  to  extort 

*  Money,  efpecially,  when  the  Nation  was  fo  much 

K  2  4  deftroyed 
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Bn%  Henry  hi.  '  deftroyed  by  the  War,  that,  if  ever,  it  muft  be  a 
long  Time  before  it  could  recover  itfelf. 
2.  They  required,  «  That  the  Churches  might 
be  taxed  by  Laymen  according  to  their  true  and 
higheft.  Value.'  To  this  it  was  anfwered,  *  That 
it  was  not  reafonable,  but-  contrary  to  Juftice,  that 
Laymen  mould  meddle  with  collecting  of  Tenths  ; 
nor  would  they  ever  content  to  a  new  Way  of  tak- 
ing, but  that  the  old  ihould  ftand. 
c  3.  That  the  Bifliops  and  Abbots  fhould  pay  the 
Tenths  of  their  Baronies  and  Lay- Fees,  up  \6  their 
true  and  higheft  Value.'  Anfwered,  *  That  they 
were  imrjoverimed  by  Depredations  and  Plundering ; 
that  they  followed  the  King  in  his  Expeditions,  and 
fpent  fo  much  Money  that  they  were  grown  ver£ 
poor,  and  that  their  Lands  laid  uncultivated  by  Rea- 
fon  of  the  War. 

4.  It  was  demanded,  «  That  the  Clergy,  in  com- 
mon, ihould  give  to  the  King  thirty  thdufand  Marks* 
for  the  aforefaid  Tithes,  which  a  certain  Legate 
had  claimed  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Court  of  Rmt±  for 
the  Debts  contracted  in  Sicify,  Apu&a  and  Cak^ric^ 
in  the  Name  of  the  Lord  Edmund^  the  King's  Son 
then  prefect.'  Anfwer,  *  That  they  would  give  nfr 
thin£,  becaufe  all  thefe  Taxations  and  Extortions 
firft  made  by  the  King,  were  never  expended  to  tip 
Ufe  of  the  King  and  Realm  (p). 

5.  They  required*  «  That  all  Clerks  holding  Baro- 
ronies  or  Lay-Fees,  (hould  go  armed  in  their  own 
Perfons  againft  the  King's  Enemies,  or  find  fo  much 
Service  as  belongs  to  their  Lands  or  Tenements.  To 

this  they  anfwered,  «  That  they  ought  not  to  fight 
with  the  material  but  fpiritual  Sword,  that  is,  with 
their  Prayers  and  Tears.  And  that  by  their  Bene6 
fices  or  Fees  they  were  bound  to  maintain  Peace-, 
not  War.  That  they  held  their  Barony  in  tfxttib 
3LImotgn,  ki  pure  Alms,  and  therefore  owed  no  Mi- 
litary Service;  but  what  was  certain ;  and  would  not 
perform  any  that  was  new. 

6.  They 

(0)  Dr  Brady  has  omitted  this  Whole  Demand  and  Anfwer,  in  his 
Tranflatioh  of  thefe  Article*,  p.  661  $  making  the  fifth  Article  the 
fourth,  and  fo  on.  But  whether  by  Gefign  or  not  let  the  Reader 
judge  I 
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6.  They  required  on  the-  Pope's  Behalf,   *  That  KingHwiy  in. 

*  with  all  Speed  the  Expedition  of  the  Crofs  might  txf 

*  preached  through  the  whole  Kingdom."  To  this  it 
was  anfwered,  *  That  a  great  Part  of  the  People  had 

*  been  killed  by  the  War  j  that  if  now  they  mould 
«  undertake  the  Crufade,  few  or  none  would  be  left  to 

*  defend  the  Nation. 

7.  At  laft  it  was  faid,  4  That  the  Prelates  were 

*  abfolutely  bound  to  comply  with  all  thefe  De- 

*  mands,  on  the  Oath  which  they  had  taken  at  Co- 

*  ventry,  that  they  would  affift  the  King  bf  all  ttft 
1  Ways  they  were  able/  To  this  they,  alio,  anfwer- 
ed, ■  That  when  they  made  that  Oath  they  only 

*  meant  it  of  Spiritual  Help  and  wholibme  Counter.* 
What  was  done  further  at  this  Parliament  we  can- 

not  learn  j  it  does  riot  appear  that  there  was  any  At- 
tempt made  againft  the  Difinherited  in  the  lile  of  Ely ; 
only  they  were  reftraihed  from  making  Excurfions  by 
the  Forces  the  King  kept  with  him  at  Cambridge.  It 
muft  be  owned  that  the  Clergy  behaved  themfelves 
very  ftoutly  againft  the  King  and  Legate  at  this  Meet- 
ing i  but  they  found  Means  afterward  to  bend  them 
by  an  exprefs  Bull  from  the  Pope*  whereby  he  granted 
the  King  the  Tenths  of  all  Ecdefiaftical  Benefices  w hat- 
foe  ver  for  three  Years.  This  Bull  was  dated  at  Vtttr- 
ha%  June  9.  in  the  fecond  Year  of  his  Pontificate, 
A.  D.  1267,  the  fifty- fir  ft  of  King  Henry  the  third, 
and  directed  to  his  Legate  Otubsni  ( p). 

In  the  Year  1269,  King  henry  call'd  the  laft  Par-  Anno  Regni  53* 
1  iament  in  his  Reign,  being  fummoned  to  meet  at  II6* 
Marlburgh  the  19th  of  November  ;  in  which,  by  the  At  M.rlbort)U£hi 
Aflent  of  the  Earls  and  Barons  were  made  the  Statutes 
of  Marlburgh  (f ). 

In  the  Year  1273,  died  Henry  the  third,  King  of 
England^  after  having  reigned  fifty-fix  Years  and  twen- 
ty Days,  and  was  buried  at  IVeJlminfter^  *  A  Reign,  fays 

*  an  Hiftorian  (r),  fo  full  of  remarkable  Contingents, 
9  partly  through  the  IVeaknefs  and  Inconflancy  of  the 

*  Prince,  and  partly  through  the  Pride  and  Impatience 

«  of 

fp)  Cart,  51.  ff,  3.  M.  10.  in  Scht&tl* 

(qj  AJftufn  Otmitum  et  Bammm.  M.  Paris.  See  the 5 TATS T*s  at  largp, 
(Vj  SaM.  Daniei/s  Hiftorj  of  EflgUmi. 
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•  of  a  Stuhfarn  Nobility,  that  it  takes  up  a  tentfi  Part 

*  of  the  EngHJh  Hiftory  from  the  Norman  Conqueft. 

TAXES  in  this  King's  Reign. 

T H  E  Parliament  called  at  Northampton*  in  the 
Year  1224,  granted  the  King  two  Shillings  of 
every  Plough  Land  ;  and  the  King  granted  the  Barons 
Scutage,  two  Marks  of  every  Knight's  Fee.    M.  Paris. 
T«m during  the    The  Parliament  called  at  Wejiminder y  granted  the 
Reign  of  King   King  a  Fifteenth  of  all  Moveables,  as  of  Clergy  as 
Henry  in,      Laity,  in  the  whole  Kingdom,  for  the  Grant  or  Con- 
firmation of  Magna  Chart  a.    The  fame  Year  there 
was  a  Fortieth  Part  of  all  Moveables  granted.  M.  Paris* 
In  the  Year  1226,  the  King  wrote  to  his  foreign 
Bifhops  and  Clergy  to  give  him  a  Fifteenth  of  all  their 
Moveables,  as  the  Bifhops  and  Clergy  of  England  had 
then  done.  Pat.  11.  if.  3.  M.  ju 

The  next  Year  he  compelled  the  City  of  London  to 
pay  him  5000  Marks,  becaufe  they  had  given  as  much 
to  Lewis  *  late  King  of  France*  when  he  left  England ; 
and  levied  a  Fifteenth,  M,  Paris. 

At  the  fame  Time  he  took  from  the  Burgefles  of 
Northampton  an  Aid  of  1 200  Pounds,  befides  one  Fif- 
teenth, 

He  likewife  forced  all  religious  and  beneficed  Clerks 
to  pay  a  Fifteenth,  as  well  out  of  their  Spirituals  as 
Temporals  ;  and  they  who  were  unwilling  to  pay, 
were  compelled  either  by  the  King's  Authority  or  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Cen  Lures. 

Soon  after  this,  the  Religious  and  others  had  No- 
tice* that  unlefs  they  renewed  their  Charter,  the  old 
ones  fhould  be  of  no  Advantage  to  them  j  and  for 
the  Renewal  every  one  paid  according  to  his  Faculty, 
at  the  Difcretion  of  the  Jufticiary.  A/.  Paris, 

In  the  Year  1230,  Archbifhops,  Bifhops,  Abbots 
and  Priors  gave  a  great  Sum  of  Money  for  recovering 
his  Rights  beyond  Sea.  At  the  fame  Time  he  put 
the  Citizens  of  London  to  grievous  Redemption  ;  and 
forced  the  Jem  to  pay  him  a  Third  Part  of  what  they 
were  worth.  M.  Paris. 

In 


uces  nidi  uuiejs 
ones  fhould  be 
the  Renewal  evt 
at  the  Difcretion 

In  the  Year 
and  Priors  gave  i 
his  Rights  beyo 
the  Citizens  of 
forced  the  Jews 
m         were  worth. 
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In  the  Year  1231,  the  King  required  a  Scutage  ofj^ 
three  Marks  of  every  Knight's  Fee,  of  all  that  held  * 
Baronies,  as  well  Prelates  as  Laics :  This  was  oppofed 
by  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  and  fome  other  Bi- 
fhops,  but  agreed  to  by  all  others.  M.  Paris. 

In  a  Parliament  held  at  Lambeth ,  in  the  Year  1232, 
a  Fortieth  Part  of  all  Moveables,  as  well  of  Ecdefia- 
ftics  as  Laics,  was  granted  to  the  King,  and  was  col- 
lected very  foon  after.  M.  Paris. 

In  the  Year  1235,  he  had  two  Marks  of  every 
Plough- Land,  for  the  Marriage  of  lj'abel  his  Sifter  to 
Frederic  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  gave  with  her 
30000  Marks  for  her  Portion. 

Cldtif.  21,  H.  3.  M.  1.  tt  M.  21.  Dorfo. 

In  the  Year  1237,  a  Thirtieth  Part  of  all  Move- 
ables was  granted  to  the  King.  .   M.  Paris. 

In  the  Year  1242,  the  King  required  a  Scutage  of 
three  Marks  from  every  Knight's  Fee  through  all  Eng- 
land. So  M.  Parisf  but  others  fay  only  twenty  Shil- 
lings. 

In  a  Parliament  held  at  London,  in  the  Year  1244, 
twenty  Shillings  of  every  Knight's  Fee  was  granted  to 
the  King  for  the  Marriage  of  his  eldeft  Daughter. 

M.  Paris. 

In  the  Year  1253,  the  Clergy  granted  the  Tenth  of 
all  Ecclefiaftical  Revenues  for  three  Years,"  and  the 
Nobility  three  Marks  of  every  Knight's  Fee,  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Hofy  Land,  on  the  King's  Confirmation 
of  Magna  Charta.  M.  Paris, 

In  the  Year  1267,  Three  Years  Tenths  of  all 
Church  Revenues  were  granted  to  the  King  by  the 
Pope.  Cart.  51.  H.  3.  M.  10.  Seed. 

And  in  the  Year  1270,  a  Twentieth  Part  was 
granted  the  King. 

CI.  54.  H.  3*  M.  11.  Dorf 
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King  Edward  I.  J?  DWAP.D,  the  firft  of  that  Name  after  the 
J-4  Conqueft,  was  in  the  Haly  Land  at  the  Time  of 
the  Death  of  his  Father  King  Henry  the  third.  How- 
cveF,  he  was  peaceably  proclaimed  and  recognized  King 
pf  England*  &c.  and,  at  his  coming  into  the  Kingdom, 
Was  crowned  at  Weflminftcr*  with  the  ufua|  Ceremo- 
nies, Augufi  19,  1274;  near  a  Year  and  a  half  after 
tftc  Death  of  his  Fattier  j  he  being  then  juft  thirty - 
feven  Years  of  Age. 

Wc  now  begin  with  a  Hiftory  of  real  Parliaments* 
recognized  as  fuch,  by  this  King  and  his  Succef- 
fors:  What  have  been  before  were  only  Conventions 
of  the  higher  EfUtes  of  the  Realm,  excepting  Mount - 
fort's  ;  where,  tjio*  the  Commons  were  intro- 
duced to  make  his  Caufe  more  popular,  yet  we  doubt 
whether  that  Meeting  can  be  ftiled  a  Parliament*  which 
was  called  together  by  the  Earl  of  Lekefter'%  own  Au- 
thority, the  King  a  Prifoncr,  and  the  Realm  under  an 
abfolute  Ufurpation.  But,  however  that  Meeting  may 
be  thought  of  by  fome,  yet  all  muft  grant  that  Mmi- 
fifft  Con  duel,  in  this  Particular,  was  highly  approved 
of  ;  fince  to  what  he  then  did  may  be  owing  the  Rife 
and  Model,  with  fome  Alterations,  of  all  fucceeding 
Parliaments. 

To  fliew  how  far  this  Spirit  of  Liberty  had  infufed 
it felf  into  the  Patriots  of  that  Age,  no  fooner  was  King 
Henry  dead,  but  a  great  Aftembly  of  the  States  con- 
vened  t hem fdves,  in  the  fame  Manner  they  were  fum- 
moned  before  by  the  Earl  of  Likelier \  and  met  at  Lon- 
don to  commit  the  Regency  of  the  Kingdom  to  fuch 
as  were  efteemed  mod  capable  to  govern  it  ($},  The 
Archbifhop  of  Ylrkr  with  the  Earls  of  Cornwal  and 
GhutejUf*  were  emrufted  with  this  Power  \  and  this 
fame  Convention  confirmed  all  the  Meafures  that  had 
been  taken  for  the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom. 

M.  Rapin  obferves  here,  That  neither  this  Aftembly 
nor  that  of  Mwntfirth  were  convened  by  a  lawful 

Au  the- 
ft,} Walter  Gijfard  Archbishop  of  Torkt  Edttutnd  FlantagttMt  Earl  of 
Ctnr*;U,  Son  to  Richard  who  was  Brother  Jo  King  Henry  the  Third, 
»td  GMert  4*  Clare  Earl  of  GloKctftr.  Mat.  Wm, 
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Authority  'K  tho*  the  latter  as  well  as  the  former  was  King  Edwir d  u 
compofed  not  only  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tempo* 
ral,  but  alfo  of  the  Knights  of  the  Shires,  and  the  Re- 
prelentatives  of  the  principal  Cities  and  Borroughs.  The 
fame  Author  goes  on  and  writes  what  is  a  little  remark- 
able from  the  Pen  of  a  fuppofed  Republican  i  *  I  flialt 
c  not,  fays  be,  ftay  to  examine  whether*  before  the  Time 

*  lam  now  lpeaking  of,  the  Commons  had  a  Right  to 

*  fend  Rcprefentatives  to  Parliament.  This  is  a  Point 
c  full  of  Difficulties,  and  not  yet  cleared  thoroughly.  I 
c  fhall  only  fay,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they  enjoyed 

*  this  Privilege  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  I.  and  from 

*  thence  forward  to  this  Day  have  preferved  it  without 

*  Interruption !' 
The  firft  Parliament  called  by  Royal  Authority  in 

this  King's  Time,  was  in  the  third  Year  of  his  Reign.  Anno  Rcgnl  %, 
They  met  at  Wejlminflsr  in  the  Beginning  of  May*  1*75* 
An.  1275  i  the  chief  Occafion  of  their  being  called  to-  At  WeftminAer. 
gether,  was  to  fettle  the  Affaiis  of  the  Kingdom,  be- 
fore that  Edward  made  War  upon  the  Weljh  ;  whofe 
Prince,  Lewellyn,  was  fummoned  to  appear  at  it,  and  do  ^wdiyn,  P^nce 
Homage  to  the  King,  as  his  Vaflal  and  Subject    The  ^'JVT" 

„.  ,  rT  1     1  .11,        moned  to  Harlia- 

JViijb  Prince  neglected  the  bummons,  as  he  had  donement  to  doHo- 
feveral  before,  and  fent  for  Excufe,  *  That  the  King  m?Ee  *°  the 
having  {hewn,  on  many  Occafions,  an  extreme  Ani-1^"8* 
mofity  to  him,  he  would  not  truft  his  Perfon  with  his 
declared  Enemy.  Neverthelefs,  he  offered  to  do  him 
Homage  in  his  own  Country,  if  the  King  would  fend 
Commiflioners  thither  to  receive  it ;  or  elfe  in  fome 
third  Place  where  he  might  be  without  Danger.  He 
offered,  like  wife,  to  come  into  the  King's  Territories, 
provided  he  would  give  him  the  Prince  his  eldeft  Son  in 
Hoftage,  with  the  Earl  of  Gloutejlir,  and  the  Lord 
High  Chancellor.'  This  arrogant  Anfwer  greatly  pro- 
voked the  King  ;  but  yet  he  dilTembled  his  Relentment 
for  ihe  prefent,that  he  might  not  interrupt  the  necefiary 
Bufinefs  of  the  Seffion.  And,  indeed,  this  Parliament, 
was  employed  in  Affairs  of  great  Importance  i  'that  is* 
in  enacting  excellent  Laws  for  fecuring  the  Peace  and 
Liberties  of  the  People,  as  well  as  the  Immunities  of 
the  Church,  and  Privileges  of  the  Clergy  ;  thefe  were 


Vol..  I. 


L 


called 
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King  Edward  I,  ca!]ed  the  Statutes  of  IVeftntinfler  the  Firft,  and  contain 
in  the  whole  .Fifty  one  Chapters  (/J. 

The  fame  Year,  1275,  another  Parliament  was  cal-. 
Aoaa*^? 3'  led.  to  fit  at  mjlminjler,  OMer  6th,  in  which  Statutes 
At  wtft^inftcr.  were  made  to  reftrain  the  exceflive  Ufury  of  the  Jews ; 

and  it  was  alfo  enacted,  that  ihey  fhould  wear  a  Badge 
upon  their  Upper  Garments,  in  the  Shape  of  the  two 
Tables  of  Mofes's  Law  (u).  On  the  1 8  th  of  the  fame 
Month  they  met  again,  and  granted  the  King  a  fif- 
teenth upon  the  Clergy  and  Laity,  by  the  common 
Con  fen  t  of  the  Archbimops,  Bithops,  Earls  and  Ba- 
rons (v).  This  Money,  or  Subfidy,  was  given,  lays 
one  Author  (u>),  to  defray  the  Expence  of  the  King's 
Crufade :  Another  writes,  that  it  was  fa  id  by  fome  to  be 
for  Novelty  Sake,*  or  for  a  good  Beginning  (x).  How- 
ever, Dr  Brady  has  publim'd  an  Act  of  the  King's, 
whereby  he  declares  that  this  Gift  of  the  Clergy  pro- 
ceeded only  from  their  free  Good-will,  and  that  it 
mould  not  be  drawn  into  Confequence  for  the  fu- 
ture. 

AnnoRegni4.      The  next  Year,  1276,  this  King  conveened  his 
1*76.       Nobles,  fcfr.  again  to  Weftmtnfler^  on  the  Affair  of  Lt- 
At  Wdhmofter,  we]fyn  .  when,  upon  an  open  Hearing  of  the  Matter, 

tl 


;he 

the 


(t)  The  Preamble  to  thefe  Statutes  is  as  follows  •   f  Thefe  be  the 

*  Afis  of  King  Edtvard,  Son  to  King  Henry,  made  at  Wrftmnficr,  at 

*  his  firft  Parliament  general,  after  his  Coronation,  on  the  Monday  ai 

*  Eajicr-Ututy  in  the  third  Year  of  his  Reign,  by  his  Council,  and  by 
'  the  AlTent  of  the  Archbifhops,  Bifhops,  Abbots,  Priors,  Earls,  Ba- 
4  rDns,  and  all  the  Commonalty  of  the  Realm,  being  thither  fummoned  ; 
'  becaufe  our  Lord  the  King  had  great  Zeal  and  Dcfirc  ro  redrefi  the 
1  State  of  the  Realm  in  fuch  Things  as  required  Amendment,  for  the 

*  common  Profit  of  Holy  Church  and  of  the  Realm.    And  becaufe  the 

*  State  of  Holy  Church  had  been  evil  kept,  and  the  Prelates  and  Relf- 

*  gioui  Perfons  of  the  Land  grieved  many  Ways,  and  the  People  other- 

*  wife  intreated  than  they  ought  to  be,  and  the  Peace  lefs  kept,  and  the 

*  Laws  lefs  ufed,  and  the  Offenders  lefs  punifhed  than  they  ought  to 

*  be,  by  Reafon  whereof  the  People  feared  lefs  to  offend  j  the  King 

*  hath  ordained  and  eftablifhed  thefe  Alts  underwritten,  which  lie  in- 
'  tendeth  Ihould  be  neceffary  and  profitable  to  the  whole  Realm. 

Vtiti  Cbrcn.  T,  Wykcs,  fub  bee  Anne. 
Bcfides  the  Statutes  at  large,  fee  a  Detail  of  thefe  Laws  in  Lord  Cokx'j 
Tnjii'tutes,  Part  s.  P.  ij6,  CSV. 

(it)  Ad  um'ui  Palm*  Longitudinem.  Mat.  Weflminfter. 

(v  ,  Annul.  Wiverl.    Tinda!  in  his  Notes  on  Rafu'n,  calls  this  Two 
diftinct  Parliaments,  but  it  codd  be  no  more  than  a  Ft 
ff*;  Qbron.  T.  Wikes, 
(a)  wtmUiU  Caufa.   Annul*  Warcrl. 


Iff,    IJtB     LIU)  XWV 

Prorogation, 


the  Prince  was  judg'd  guilty  of  Felony,  and  War  was  King  Edwird  I, 
immediately  proclaimed  againft  him.  At  this  Juncture 
the  King  gave  Orders  for  levying  the  Fifteenth,  granted 
in  the  laft  Parliament,  on  the  Clergy  and  Laity:  And 
i  fiued  out  his  Orders  for  rhe  exact  Obfervance  of  the 
Charter  of  Liberties,  and  the  Charter  of  the  Forefts  (y). 

The  fame  Parliament,  or  another,  met  again  at 
Jffinchefler  this  Year  ;  and  again  at  Weflminjler  on  the 
4lh  of  Oftober,  when,  amongft  other  Laws,  the  Sta- 
tute of  Bigamy  was  enacted  (z).    Tho*  this  laft  feems The  St»fite « 
not  to  have  been  done  in  full  Parliament,  the  Preamble  B,£an,y  caa£kdf 
to  the  Statute  running  thus, 

*  In  the  Prefence  of  certain  Reverend  Prelates,  Bi- 

*  (hops  of  England,  and  others  of  the  King's  Council, 

*  the  Conftitutions  under-written  were  recited,  and  af- 

*  ter  heard  and  publifhed  before  the  King;  and  his  Coun- 

*  cil,  for  as  much  as  all  the  King's  Council,  as  well 

*  Juftices  as  others,  did  agree  thaL  they  mould  be  put 
'  in  Writing  for  a  perpetual  Memory,  and  that  they 

*  fliould  be  ftedfaftly  obferved.' 
At  this  Parliament,  at  fPlncheJltr,   however,  theAnnoRe  . 

King  confirmed  the  Charters  of  Liberties  and  Forefts,      n76. ' 
and  ordered  that  it  fliould  be  proclaimed  all  over  Eng-  At  winchefttr. 
land,  that  they  mould  be  ftrictly  obferved  (a). 

There  is  Mention  made  of  another  Parliament  faid  Anno  Regni  5, 
to  be  held  in  the  Year  1277,  after  the  King's  Expedi-  la77« 
tion  into  JVales,  in  which  the  Laity  granted  the  King 
a  Thirtieth  Part  of  their  Moveable  Goods,  towards  his 
Charges:  Tyrrel  obferves,  that  this  Parliament  is  not 
exprefly  mentioned  on  the  Rolls,  which  Ihews,  adds  he, 
that  there  were  many  more  Parliaments  than  we  can 
Dow  find  upon  Record  {&). 

The  Statutes  of  Ghutefler,  faid  to  be  made  OSlober 
4th,  1278,  occur  next  amongft  the  Statutes  at  large  jAnno12^m6, 
but  as  we  cannot  find  any  Mention  in  Hiftory,  of  any  At  cioucefier. 
Parliament  being  then  called,  we  fuppofe  ihde  Laws 
were  made  and  publiihed  as  above. 

L  2  The 

(y)  Annal.  Wavetl. 

(x)  Annal.  Wifcoro.     The  Statute!  at  large.    See  alfo  TjrrtTi  Hiih 
of  England,  Vol.  3.  P.  *6. 


U\  TjrrcVi  Hiftory  gf  England  Vol.  J.  P.  ag. 
(*)  JJm,  Pig,  »9» 


Anno  Regni  7. 

1179. 
At  WeftOTinfter. 


King  Edward  I.  The  Annals  of  IVaverley  mention  a  Parliament  to  be 
held  at  JVeftminjler  in  the  Middle  of  0 fisher  [his  Year, 
where  it  is  faid  that  the  King  of  Scots  came  and  did  Ho- 
mage to  King  Edward  at  that  Meeting. 

The  next  Year,  1279*  another  Parliament  was 
fummoned  to  meet  at  Ifejiminfier  when  an  Affair 
of  great  Importance  to  the  Intereft  of  the  whole  Na- 
tion came  before  them.  It  is  very  well  known,  to  an 
Englijh  Hiftorian,  that  the  Clergy ,  ever  fince  the  firft 
Introduction  of  Chrijlianity  into  this  Ifland,  had  been 
accumulating  Lands  and  Riches  ;  infomuch,  that  they 
had  fwelled,  what  was  at  firft  but  a  Molehill,  into  a 
huge  Mountain.  The  enormous  Bulk  of  their  prefent 
Pofieffions,  and  what  they  were  daily  acquiring  from  the 
miflalcen  Charity  of  that  Age,  made  it  jutlly  fufpicious 
that,  in  another,  they  might  engrofs  the  whole.  Be- 
lides,  it  was  well  known  that  whatever  Lands  they 
gained  this  Way,  they  were  from  thenceforth  unalien- 
able, and  a  Dead  Hand  laid  on  them  for  ever.  The 
Laity  had  been  long  defirous  to  flem  this  Torrent  ; 
but  wanted  a  King  of  Refolution  enough  to  defpife  the 
Vatican  Thunder,  and  effectually  put  a  Slop  to  thefe 
dangerous  Proceedings.  Such  a  King  they  found  in 
Edward  the  firft  ;  and  a  Parliament  was  called  in  this 
Year  for  that  Purpofe.  They  met  at  Ifejiminfier  in 
the  Beginning  of  November  y  by  the  King's  Appoint- 
ment, and  when  he  made  the  Propofal  it  was  received 
by  the  Laity  with  univerfal  Joy,  nor  durft  the  Clergy 
oppofe  it  for  fear  a  heavier  Blow  fhould  fall  upon 
them.    In  fine,  it  was  enacted,  '  That  from  hence- 

*  forth  none  mould  either  give,   fell,  bequeath  or 

*  change,  or,  by  any  Title  whatfoever,  fhould  afligrv 
c  any  Lands,  Tenements,  or  Rents  to  any  religious 
1  Body  without  Licence  from  the  King  had  for  that 

of'  Purpofe  (c).'  This  Statute  was  called  the  Statute  of 
StBorttnam  j  becaufe  it  was  intended  to  prevent  Eftates 
from  falling  \mo  Dead  Hands ;  that  is  Hands  of  no  Ser- 
vice to -the  King  or  the  Public,  without  Hopes  of  ever 
changing  their  Owners.    Nor  did  the  King  end  here, 

for 


The  Stamte 
Mortmain 
enaaed. 


(t)  H.  Krrygbtrn,  inter  Deem  Script  ant  y  Col.  2461. 
See  Statutes  at  targe,  P.  83  j  where  the  Reafons  for  making  Uuj  I*W 
will  beft  appear  by  the  Recital  of  the  Statute  itfelf* 
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for  in  the  fecond  Statute  of  Weftminfier,  he  confined  kingEdwarti/ 
the  Jurifdidtion  of  Ecclefiaftical  Judges  to  narrower  Li- 
mits (d) ;  and  required  one  half  of  all  their  Goods,  both 
Temporal  and  Spiritual  for  one  Year  j  at  which  though 
they  were  very  much  vex'd,  yet  they  were  forced 
to  comply  with  the  King's  Demand ;  becaufe,  their 
Difcontent  being  difcovered,  a  Knight  called  Sir  John 
Havering  (e)  came,  by  Authority  no  doubt,  amongft 
them  into  the  Monk's  Hall  at  Wejiminfler^  and  faidj 

*  Reverend  Fathers,  if  any  of  you  dare  to  contra- 
f  di&  the  King's  Demand  in  this  Bufinefs  let  him  ftand 

*  forth  into  the  midft  of  this  Afle'mbly,  that  his  Perfon 

*  may  be  known  and  taken  Notice  of,  as  a  Breaker  of 

*  the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom.'  At  which  Speech  they 
all  fat  filent,  and  made  no  Oppofition  to  the  King's 
Demand  as  they  had  often  done  in  the  Time  of  his  Fa- 
ther (/}. 

About  this  Time  Edward  was  bufy  in  his  Conqueft  Anno  Regni  I0, 
of  Walesa  which  he  foon  after  fully  accompliftied.  i»8». 
Lewelfyn,  their  Prince,  was  flain  in  the  open  Field,  andAtShrewsburv< 
bis  whole  Army  routed  upon  the  Spot :  David  his  Bro- 
ther was  Joon  after  taken  Prifoner  and  brought  to  the 
King  to  Shrewsbury.    Here  it  was  that  a  Parliament  watf  J^^J^' 
called  on  that  Occafion,  Sept.  30,  1282,  who  condem-  ther  executed.  * 
ned  David  to  die  the  Death  of  a  Traitor.    This  ri-. 
gorous  Sentence,  was  executed  with  all  the  Circumftan- 
ces  attending  that  infamous  Puniihment.    His  Head 
was  fixed  near  that  of  the  Prince  his  Brother,  and  his 
four  Quarters  were  fent  to  York,  Briftol^  Northampton 
and  Winchejler  (g).    The  firft  Example  of  this  Man- 
L  3  ner 

(d)  This  was,  that  noPrieft  convift  of  Theft,  or  other  Capital  Crime, 
Jhould  be  purged  by  his  Biffiop,  as  before,  but  delivered  over  to  the  Se- 
cular Arm  for  Punifhment.    Poly  dore  Vergil,  P.  323. 

(e)  Governor  of  Guiemte.  Matt.  JVeJlminfler, 

(f)  William  Montfort,  Dean  of  St  Paul's,  had  prepared  a  Speech  to 
work  the  King  to  a  milder  Refolution.  The  Man  feem'd  to  be  very* 
well  when  he  came  to  Court,  but  after  he  was  brought  into  the  Prefence,  • 
and  had  begun  his  Harangue,  he  funk  down  and  expired. 

.Collier's  Ecclefiafi.  fflft*  P.  493.  • 
(&)  0  mors  mifera  Proditoris  !  ad  Caudat  E  quorum  per  Municipium 
Salopian  fiat  tratlus,  dein  fufpeitfus,  poftea  decollates,  pojlmodum  Truncus 
Corporis  in  quatuor  Partes  fuit  divifus,  Jtnafiter  Cor  ejus  cum  hteftims  fuit 
tombuRum,  Caput  Londini  portaiatur,  quod  fuper  Turrim  Lonainenfem 
eftgebatur  fuper  Pafuin,  e  Regione  Capitis  Fratris  fui  j  Quatuor  Partes 
Corporis  ipjius  acepbali  ad  Briftoliam,  Northampton,  Ebor,  Winter 
mttcbantur.  Mat.  WeftminiLer. 
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Edward  l  ner  of  Execution  done  on  Traitors,  but  which  has 
been  commonly  continued  ever  fince. 

The  King,  in  fummoning  this  Parliament  was  more 
explicit  than  ever  he  had  been  before.  The  Writs  of 
Summons  are  ftill  extant  on  Record  ;  the  firft  of  which 
is  to  the  Lords  to  meet  the  King  at  Shrewsbury,  on 
Sept ember  30,  The  fecond  Writ  is  directed  to  the 
Sheriffs  of  every  County  in  England^  to  caufe  to  be 
chofen  two  Knights  for  the  Commonalty  of  the  fame 
County  ;  as  alfo  a  Third  directed  to  feveral  Cities  and 
Borroughs,  and  a  Fourth  Writ  to  the  Judges  (b). 

This 


(b)  Rot.  Wallsa  it.  E.  u  M,  4,  Dorfe,  Ry  me»  r:  Fa&ra, 

Tom.  i,  P.  347,  &t. 

Mr  Tyrrrl  obfervn,  that  neither  Mr  Pryttne  nor  Dr  Brady,  with  all 
their  Diligence,  have  taken  any  Notice  of  thefe  Writs  to  fummon  this 
Pari iament  :  He  accufes  the  latter  of  Partiality  in  this  Matter  j  acid  in. 
his  Introduction  to  his  Hiftory  has  given  the  Reafon  why  the  Daftor 
might  not  think  fit  to  mention  them. 

The  Writs  are  dire£ted  to  all  the  Earls  and  Barons  by  Name,  to  the 
Number  of  no  \  hut  the  Writs  to  the  Cities  and  Borroughs  being  more 
remarkable,  cfpecially,  as  thefe  Writs  are  the  firft  upon  Record  re- 
quiring the  Attendance  of  the  Commons,  except  thofe  iflued  in  the 
Name  of  the  late  King  Henry  III,  under  flfontfart*s  Ufurpation,  wc 
think  proper  to  gi*r  a  Tranfcript  of  them  as  follows  j 

REX  Major's,  Civibus  &  Vtcrconitibus  London, 
S^uet  Fraudum  &  Machinationum  gtneribm  Lingua  iVahnfium^  ad  in~ 
fiar  •vulpium,  progtnitorrs  vojlros  £jf  Regrtum  xojlrum  invaferit,  a  tetKpore, 
quo  potefi  Hominis  memoria  recordari  :  i^uot  St  rages  Magnatum,  Nobilium, 
&  altorum,  tats  Anglicorum,  qusm  alhntm  yuvcmmt,  atque  Senum,  8cc 
Mt  in  Brevi  Superiori  uftjue  hsec  verba. 

Vobis  Mandamus  quad  duos,  dt  fapitntioribtis  Gf  aptfaribus  Civibus  pf£- 
iiSee  Crvitatis,  eligi  facialis,  &  M  ad  not  mittatjs,  ita  quod  Jsr.t  ad  not, 
apud  Salopiam,  in  Crafttno  SanSi  Micbaelis  proximo  future,  mbifctim 
fuper  hoc  £f  aula  Jocuturi  j  &  hoc  nuVatenus  omittatis. 
Tcfie  Rage  apud  Rothrhnd,  a8  die  Junii. 

Eadum  modq,  Mandatum  tfl  omnibus  Subfcriptis. 
Afajort  &  Civibus  Winton.  BaUi-uss  Nottingham* 

Majcri  &  Balhiih  Villa:  Novi  Ca-    Ballivis  de  Scardeburg. 


ftri  fuper  Tynam. 
Majors  &f  Civibus  Eborum. 
Majori  &  Ballivis  Briftol. 
Majori  Sf  Civibus  Eton. 
Majors'  {&  Civibus  Lincoln, 
Majfri  fsf  Civibus  Cantuar* 
Majori  &  Civibus  Karlcoi. 
Ballivis  Norwici, 
Majors  &  probis  Honn'r.ibut  Nor 
thampton. 


Majors  &  Ballivis  de  Grimefby. 
Majori  C$  Ballivis  de  Linn. 
Ballivis  de  Colecefter. 
Ballivis  &  probis  Hominibsa  de  Ger- 

nemue.  [TinntfofiJ 
Majori  &  probis  Homimbui  de  He- 
reford. 

Majori  &  probis  llomUibui  Ccftri^. 
Ballivis  tsf  probis  Hoir.itiibus  Sallop. 
Majori  &  probis  tfmi tubus  Wj garn. 

Sui 
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This  Piece  of  Conduct  was  very  wife  in  Edward,  to  Kbg  Edward  i, 
have  the  Sanction  of  the  whole  Kingdom  in  adjudging 
to  Death  this  PPel/b  Prince,  who  was  the  laft  of  his 
Family,  and  which  was  one  of  the  moft  antient  Royal 
Families  in  Europe. 

Very  foon  after  another  Parliament  was  called, 
the  better  to  fecure  the  Pofleffion  of  this  conquered 
Country  ;  which  had  bravely  defended  itfelf  for  feveral 
Ages,  againft  the  Power  of  the  Englijh  Kings,  both  Anno  Regoi  10. 
Saxons  and  Normans.  4  The  Parliament  met  May  24,  ,28*- 
1282,  at  Rothiand  5  and  it  was  there  refolved,  that  At  Rothiand. 
WaUs  mould  be  infeperably  united  to  the  Crown  of 
England  j  which  it  has  ever  fince  continued  to  be.  1  It  Wales  united  to 

*  was  certainly  of  great  Benefit  to  the  Nation,  fays  an  ^  Cro*n  of 
«  Hiftorianf/),  for  the  miferable  Con  tells  and  bloody  EnEland# 

'  Mifchiefs,  which  often  happened  to  both  Nations, 
'  Were  hereby  extinguiflied,  and  they  became  one  Peo* 

*  pie,  govem'd  by  one  Law,  and  under  one  Prince, 

*  as  may  be  feen  by  the  Statute  of  Rutland,  A.  Reg. 
10.  (i/  At  this  Meeting,  alfo,  the  Laity  granted  to 
the  King  a  Thirtieth,  and  the  Clergy  a  Twentieth,  to- 
wards the  Expences  of  the  War  (/J. 

King  Edward  having  fettled  all  Matters  in  Wales, 
came  about  the  Middle  of  December  to  Briflol\  where 
be  kept  his  Chrifimafs,  and  held  a  Parliament.  Not  a 
general  one,  but  a  particular  Parliament,  fays  an  old 
Writer  (m)  ;  but  what  was  done  at  it  he  is  not  fo  par- 
ticular as  to  mention.  ,  Anno  Regni  xi. 

The  next  Year  another  Parliament  met,  in  Oftober,  At  jgj**  Bur- 

at  nell. 

Sub  forma  pra*di&a  Mandatvm  eft  Univerfit  &  Singulis  Vieeeomitibus 
per  Anglian),  quod,  ip  quolibet  Comitate,  eligi  faciant  duos  Milites,  de  dt- 
Jcretioribtu  &  aptioribus  Comitates  illius  ad  Regent  pro  Cmntknitate  ejuf- . 
dan  Comitates,  venteros  }  ita  quod  Jint  ad  Rtgcm  in  Craftino  Santli  Mi- 
chaelis  preeditlo,  apud  Salopian),  cum  Rege  fuper  hiis  &  aliis  locuturi :  * 
St  hoc  nuUatenut  mittatis. 

Item,  fub  eadem  Forma,  Mandatvm  eft  omnibus  fubfcriptit,  quod  Jint 
ad  Regem,  ad  Diem  pradiBum,  cum  Rege  fuper  hiis  &  aliis  locuturi. 
Richardo  de  Holebrck,  &c.  Judicibus. 

(i)  Sam.  Daniel 'in  Kcntut**  Hiftory  of  England,  p.  194. 

(k)  See  Statutes  at  Large,  wherein  it  is  called  Rutland,  tho*  others 
OM  it  Riydland. 

(1)  Walfingbam,  p.  51. 

(m)  Non  univerjali,  feu  general!,  Jed  tanquam  particular!  et  Jpcciaft 
Tarliamcnto.  Ciron,  T.  Wykes,  p.  xia. 


King  Edward  I. 

A 

Anno  Regni  13, 
1185. 

At  Wcftminfter. 


Anno  Regni  17 
At  London, 
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at  Aftm  Burned  in  Shropjhire  \  where  was  made  the 
Statute  of  Afton  BurneL(n) 

In  the  Year  1285,  we  meet  with  another  Parlia- 
ment call'd  to  Weflminfler,  after  Ea/Iet\  where  were 
made  fome  Additions  to  the  antient  Statutes  of  the 
Realm,  which  bear  the  Title  of  the  Statute  c/Weft- 
minfter  the  Second (0).  The  Statute  call'd  Circumjpetfc 
agatis  was,  alfo,  made  at  this  Sefiion,  which  gave  ano- 
ther Blow  to  the  Power  of  the  Clergy,  as  is  men- 
tioned above  (p). 

The  next  Year  King  Edward  went  over  into  France^ 
on  fpecial  Occafions,  which  detained  him  three  Years 
in  that  Kingdom.  In  his  Afafence,  we  find  that  a 
Parliament  was  held  at  London^  in  February 1288, 
wherein  John  de  JGrby>  Lord  Treafurer,  demanded,  as 
he  faid,  by  the  King's  Orders,  an  Aid  for  the  King's 
Charges  in  France.  But  the  Parliament  anfwered,  by  the 
Earl  of  Ghucejier^  their  Spokefman,  '  That  they  would 

*  grant  nothing  unlefs  they  faw  the  King  perfonally  pre- 

*  fent.*  Hereupon  the  Treafurer  impoied  a  Tallage  on 
the  Cities  and  Borroughs  of  the  King's  Demefnes  (a). 
At  his  Return,  which  was  in  Auguft,  1289,  his  fir  ft 
Care  was  to  reform  feveral  Abufes,  introduced  in  his 
Abfence,  particularly,  in  the  Adminiftration.  To  that 
End  he  called  a  Parliament  (r)  foon  after  his  Arrival  to 
meet  at  Wejlmhifter  in  January  following  ;  where  the 
Neceflity  of  reforming  fuch  great  Abufes  being  pro- 
pounded, the  Judges  were  had  all  under  Examination, 
?,nd  upon  a  plain  Proof  of  their  Extortions,  they  were 
fined  to  pay  thefe  following  Sums. 

Sir  Ralph  de  Hengham9  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's 
Bench,  Seven  Thoufand  Marks  {5). 

Sir 

(*)  See  Statutei  at  Large.  Called  the  Statute  Merchant  for  the  Re- 
covery of  Debts. 

Tyrrel  fays,  the  Aids  mentioned  in  the  laft  were  given  in  this  Par- 
liament.   Hift.  Eng.  VoJ.  III.  p.  47. 

(0)  Statutes  at  Large.    Coke's  Inft.  Part  II.  p.  331.  £ft. 

In  Aula  WeftmonaAeriehfij  Prstftntia  Mint  Fapuli  divulgari  ftsit 
e*  legi  in  publico.  Cbron.  T.  Wikes. 

(p)  See  Collier's  EccWUfb  Hiftory,  p.  4S;. 

(a)  Chron.  f.Wiitt,  y.  117. 

(r)  The  Writs,  Returns  and  Indenture*  of  this  Parliament  are  ftill 
extapt.       See  Willis's  Net.  Parlicmcntaria. 

(1)  Chron.  T.  Wikesy  p.  Chron.  de  DunJiaMe,  MSS.  Da^ 
pjjfl  HLftury.     TMfTl  Notes  on  Rapirt, 
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Sir  John  Lovrtot>  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  King  Edward  I. 
Three  Thoufand  Marks. 

Sir  William  Brampton,  Juftice,  the  fame  Sum.         The  judgei  finM 

Sir  Sohmm  Rschefiery  Juftice  of  Affize,  Four  Thou-  f»r  Extortion, 
fand  Marks. 

Sir  Richard  de  Boyland,  Four  Thoufand  Marks. 

Sir  Thomas  Sodington,  Two  Thoufand  Marks* 

Sir  Walter  Hopton,  Two  Thoufand  Marks. 
The  four  laft  were  itinerant  Juftices. 

Sir  William  de  Sabam,  three  Thoufand  Marks. 

Robert  Utbebury,  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  one  Thou- 
fand Marks.  i 

Roger  Leuejler,  one  Thoufand. 

Henry  Bray,  Efcheator  and  Judge  for  the  J&vsf 
one  Thoufand. 

Sir  Adam  de  Strattw,  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer 
according  to  fome,  to  others  only  Chief  Clerk  of  the 
Courts,  no  lefs  than  thirty  four  Thoufand  Marks. 

And  Sir  Ikomas  Wayland,  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Com- 
mon Pleas,  who  was  found  the  greateft  Delinquent, 
had  all  his  Goods  and  whole  Eftate  confifcated  to  the 
King,  and  was  alfo  banifhed  for  ever  out  of  the  King- 
dom. 

An  ingenious  Hiftorian  (t)  obferves,  that  if  the  laft 
Forfeiture  was  but  equal  to  Sir  Adam  Stratton\  Fine, 
all  the  Fines  together  make  near  one  hundred  Thoufand 
Marks ;  a  mighty  Treafure,  adds  he,  to  be  gotten 
out  of  the  Hands  of  fo  few  Men,  if  it  were  not  pro- 
bable that  the  Fewnefs  of  Lawyers  in  thofe  Days  made 
their  Practice  more  advantageous  even  in  thofe  lefe 
litigious  Times  (a). 

From  this  Time  the  Judges  were  obliged  to  fwear  at 
the  Entrance  into  their  Offices,  that  they  would  take 
no  Money  or  Prefent  of  any  Kind,  except  a  Break- 
fijl,  from  iuch  Perfons  as  had  Suits  depending  before 
them. 

Another 

(t)  Sam*  Daniel, 

(ft)  There  were  but  two  Judges  out  of  the  whole  Bench  that  were 
rot  found  faulty,  John  dt  Mttirghaa,  and  Elias  de  Bekingham, 

Hotting Jfcad's  Chron. 

A  more  particular  Account  of  this  judging  the  Judges,  is  Li  the 
CtircnicU  of  T.  Wikt}  &  1*89. 
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King  Edwird  I,     Another  Affair  of  Confequetice  came  before  this 
Parliament,  which  was  the  entire  Banifliment  of  the 
Jews  out  of  the  Kingdom.    The  Nation  had  long 
defired  it,  but  the  Jews  ftill  found  Means  to  divert  the 
The  Tem  bani  ^ow  ky  ^rge  Prefents  to  the  King,  and  his  Minifters. 
fhdJ  They  wanted  to  play  the  fame  Game  again  now, 

but  could  not  do  it  ;  the  King  being  unable  to  pro- 
tecT:  them  any  longer,  and  unwilling  to  rifque  the 
difobltging  his  Parliament  on  their  Accounts.  Accor- 
dingly, the  Act  of  Banifliment  was  palled,  whereby 
their  immoveable  Goods  were  confifcated  \  but  they 
had  Leave  to  carry  away  the  reft  with  them  (x).  To 
gratify  the  King  for  this  Piece  of  Service  to  the  Na- 
tion, in  general,  the  Parliament  willingly  granted  a 
Fifteenth,  It  was  at  this  Time,  alfo,  that  the  Statute 
called  Weftminjhr  the  Thirds  oiherwife,  from  the  hrft 
Words  of  it,  $uia  Emptores  Terrarum,  was  enaft- 
ed  (y). 

Edward  having  now  his  Coffers  full  of  Money  by 
all  the  aforefaid  Fines,  Con fixations,  and  Taxes,  began 
fhe  Scotch      to  turn  his  Thoughts  on  gaining  a  Conqueft  much 

cribEX!!IdSreater  liian  lhe  ^  and  t0  unite  the  Crown  of  Sw- 
ifts the*  Arhi-  ldn&  t0  his  own.  Upon  the  Death  of  Alexander  the 
fcieor.  Scotch  King,  and  his  Grand  aught  er  Margaret ,  without 

Heirs,  the  Crown  of  that  Kingdom  fell  into  Contro- 
verfy.  No  lefs  than  twelve  Competitors  iter  ted  at 
once  ;  who  were  all  defcended  from  David ,  Earl  of 
Huntington,  the  younger  Brother  of  JVilHam  King  of 
Sects  *  who  was  Grandfather  to  the  late  King  Alex- 
ander. Edward,  pretending  a  Right  of  Superiority 
over  that  Kingdom,  from  his  Anceftors,  undertakes 
to  decide  the  Quarrel,  The  Regency  of  Scotland) 
to  avoid  greater  inconveniencies,  were  forced  to  make 
him  Arbitrator,  and  the  fix  Chief  Competitors  to  ftand 

to 

(x)  The  Number  of  thefe  bani/hed  Jem  were  Sixteen  Thoufand 
one  Hundred  and  fixty.  Matt,  Wtj^minjttr. 

(y)  Sec  the  Statutes  at  Large.  There  are  no  lefs  than  Forty-fix 
different  Pleadings  in  Rytty,  on  Petitions,  &c.  on  private  Bufioeft, 
tranfacicd  in  this  Parliament,  *nd  a*  two  Adjournments  of  it,  to  Clif- 
ficn  and  jfjkruggi.  The  fame  Author  has  given  feveral  Pleadings,  On 
private  Proper% ,  at  a  Parliament  held  at  LarMn-,  the  Day  afrer  Epi- 
fbopyt  in  the  20th  Year  of  this  King  ;  but  we  find  no  Mention  ot  it 
in  any  Historian  whatfoever. 

See  Ry?<y*s  Placlt.  Pari,  An,  \%  and  19*  Ed. 
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to  his  Award.  John  Baliol,  Lord  of  Gekway,  and  Ku,g  TU 
Robert  Bruce,  both  defcended  from  the  aforefaid  Da- 
t>id9  had  the  plaineft  and  moft  indifputable  Claim. 
How  Edward  play'd  his  Cards  in  the  managing  his 
real  Intention  betwixt  thefe  two  Claimants,  is  told  at  • 
large  in  moft  or  all  of  our  Hiftorians,  and  is  need- 
lefs  here.  But  fomewhat  is  neceflary  to  premife, 
concerning  this  Scotch  Affair  ;  becaufe  the  Courfe  of 
our  Parliamentary  Enquiries  is  very  much  concern'd 
in  it. 

The  firft  Step  that  Edward  took  in  this  Matter  was 
a  peaceable  one,  which  was  to  enfure  the  Succeflion 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland  to  his  Pofterity,  by  a  Mar- 
riage betwixt  his  eldeft:  Son,  Prince  Edward,  and  Mar- 
garet, Daughter  of  Erie  King  of  Norway,  by  Mar- 
garet, the  only  Daughter  of  Alexander,  who  was  at 
her  Grandfather's  Death,  the  undoubted  Heirefs  to  the 
Crown  of  Scotland  (z).  The  King  fent  Mefiengers 
into  Norway  to  treat  about  this  Marriage,  and  Eric 
gave  his  Confent,  fo  far  as  it  was  conliftent  with 
the  Defires  of  the  Scotijb  Nobility,  &c.  and  the  Good 
of  that  Kingdom.  The  Articles  on  which  this  Mar- 
riage was  to  have  been  confummated,  are  at  Length 
in  Dr  Brady,  and  are  unneceflary  here.  This  grand 
Defign  was  totally  fruftrated  by  the  Death  of  the 
young  Queen  of  Scotland,  in  her  Voyage  towards 
England  for  that  Purpofe,  which  left  the  Field  open  for 
the  reft  of  the  Competitors  to  purfue  their  ieperate 
Claims. 

Edward  now  had  another  Game  to  play  ;  and  that 
was  to  pretend  a  Right  to  an  abfolute  Dominion  over 
the  Crown  of  Scotland,  in  Cafe  of  fuch  an  Accident,  AnnoR^ 
and  to  fet  up  himielf  as  Umpire  in  the  feveral  Con- 
tcfts  for  that  Crown.  To  that  End  he  fummoned  a  At  Norhwn. 
Parliament  to  meet  at  Norbam,  on  the  Confines  of  the 
two  Kingdoms  ;  and  on  the  ioth  of  May,  1291,  by 
the  King's  Command,  the  Nobility,  Prelates,  Knights, 
and  many  other  of  both  Kingdoms,  met  at  that 
Place  {a)  ;  where  Roger  Brabanzon,  Chief  Juftice  of 

England, 

(z)$htwis  called  the  Mild  of  Norway,  Queen  of  Seotlatta*.  Sucban. 

(a)  Cottgrtgatii  j^drfNorham,  ad  Regis  Manistvm,  utriufque  Regni 
Niiititai  fif  {um  PrtUtiif  Mititibut  et  ferphnbus  elm  in  Muttitttdtne 
tyisfa,  MaU  Wcftrn.  fub  bos  Axno* 


pi   The  "Parliamentary  History 

King  Edward  L  England,  in  the  Prefence  of  a  public  Notary,  and  Wit- 
nefles  purpofely  called,  in  the  King's  Name,  told 
them,  that,  *  He  taking  Notice  in  what  Confuiion 

*  the  Nation  had  been,  fince  the  Death  of  Akxander 

*  their  laft  King  and  his  Children,  (out  of  the  Affec- 

*  tion  he  had  for  them  and  all  the  Inhabitants  theieof, 
1  whofe  Protection  and  Safeguard  was  well  known  to 
'  belong  to  him,  and  for  the  doing  Right  to  all  that 

*  claimed  the  Kingdom  and  the  public  Peace  ;  to 

*  fhew  them  his  Superiority  and  direct  Dominion, 

*  out  of  divers  Chronicles  and  Monuments,  preferved 

*  in  fever al  Monaftries)  purpofed  to  ufe  his  Right  ; 

*  but  yet  to  do  Juftice  to  all,   without  Ufurpation 

*  or  Diminution  of  their  Liberties,  and  to  demand 

*  their  AiTent  to,  and  Recognition  of  his  Superiority 

*  and  direct  Dominion  over  them.' 
The  Chief  Juftice  having  ended  his  Harangue,  and 

the  Scctijh  Lords  there  prefent  understanding  his  Mean- 
ing, they  required  Time  to  confult  with  fuch  of  their 
feveral  Orders  as  were  abfent,  which  the  King  granted 
l hem  to  the  next  Day  only.  Accordingly,  fhe  next 
Day,  May  1 1.  they  all  met  again,  in  the  Church  of 
Norhamy  and  then  they  earneftly  prefs'd  the  King  to 
give  them  longer  Time  to  coniult  with  fuch  as  were 
abfent,  and  anfwer  to  his  Demands  concerning  their 
Recognition  of  his  Superiority  and  direct  Dominion 
over  the  Realm  of  Scotland  which  he  had  claimed  as 
his  Right  Upon  Deliberation,  the  King  gave  them 
Time  'till  the  2d  of  June  next,  and  on  that  Day, 
preciiely,  they  Were  to  anfwer  to  his  Demand ;  and 
if  they  had  any  Evidence,  Writings,  or  Antiquities, 
which  could  exclude  him  from  his  Right  aforefaid,  or 
overthrow  his  Reafons  and  Arguments  for  it,  they 
were  then  to  exhibit  and  fhevv  them  j  protefting  he 
was  ready  to  allow  them  what  the  Law  permitted,  and 
would  do  what  was  juft  and  equitable. 

And  that  they  might  the  better  underftand  his  Title, 
and  make  their  Objections  againft  it,  the  Bifhop  of 
Durham  was  appointed  to  declare  it  to  the  Nobility, 
and  Prelates  there  prefent.  The  Declaration  he  made 
and  the  Arguments  he  ufed  were  Hiftorical,  and  taken 


from 


(h)  Slued  dicefot  rffe  Jut  fuuiit. 


Matt,  WeftminJler. 
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from  the  Manufcripts  of.  Marianas  Scotus*  William  of  yao% 
Malmsbury*  Roger  de  Heveden*  Henry  de  Huntingdon , 
Ralph  de  Diceto*    and  the  Chronicle  of  St  Albans* 
[which  is  M.  Paris,]  4  That  the  Scots  had  been  con- 

*  quered  by  feveral  of  our  Saxon  Kings ;  that  feveral 

*  of  their  Kings  had  fubmitted  to  them,  fwom  Feaky, 
1  done  Homage,  and  received  the  Crown  and  King- 

*  dom  from  them  ;  and  that  the  Seats  had  alfo  fubmit- 

*  ted  and  been  governed  by  fuch  Kings  as  the  Englijh- 

*  Saxon  Kings  had  given  that  Kingdom  to,  and  placed 

*  over  them  ;  that  after  the  Conqueji  the  very  fame 

*  Things  had  been  done,  fubmitted  ro,  and  complied 

*  with  in  the  Reigns  of  William  the  firft  and  fecond* 

*  Henry  the  nrft,  Stephen*  Henry  the  fecond,  Richard 

*  the  firft,  John*  and  Hemy  the  third.* 

After  the  King  of  England's  Title,  to  the  Dominion 
of  Scotland,  had  been  thus  declared  and  publifhed ;  on 
ihe  2d  of  June*  the  Bifhops,  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons, 
tafe.  reprefenting  the  whole  Community  of  Scotland^ 
met,  in  order  to  fell  their  Country,  fays  our  Authority, 
in  a  green  Plain,  on  the  Banks  of  the  Tweed*  directly 
oppofite  to  the  Caftle  of  Norham*  where  Edward  then 
tended  (c).  To  them  was  fent  the  Biftiop  of  Bath 
and  Wells*  to  demand  in  the  King's  Name,  '  What 

*  they  had  done  lince  the  laft  Meeting ;  and  whether 

*  they  would  fay,  exhibit,  propound,  or  fhew  any 

*  Thing  that  could  or  ought  to  exclude  the  King  of 
'  England  from  the  Right  and  Exercife  of  the  Superi- 

*  ority  and  diredt  Dominion  over  the  Kingdom  of 

*  Scotland  •*  and  that  they  would  there  and  then  exhibit 

*  it,  if  they  believed  it  was  expedient  for  them  ;  pro- 

*  telling,  in  the  King's  Name,  that  he  would  favou- 

*  rably  hear  them,  allow  what  was  juft,  or  report 

*  what  was  faid  to  the  King  and  his  Council  ;  that 

*  upon  their  Deliberation  they  might  do  whafc  Juflice 

*  required.* 

Upon  repeated  Demands  on  this  Matter  the  Scots 

anfwered 

(c)  Cangrtgatis  ex  Oppojito  Cafiri  de  Norham,  ex  alia  Parte  Flwmim's 
Twcdje  in  quodain  Area  viridi,  Mpifcopis,  Prelatitt  Com,  rt  Bat,  aliifqut 
KMiibui  Virht  Jus  ad  di&um  Regrnim  vendicantibus,  &c. 

Rot,  de  Superior jtate  Regix  Anp.  iitfurre  Lond. 

p'idt  Brsdy'j  Gump .  Wfi.  Vol.  ii.  p.  19. 
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King  idward  i.  answered  nothing  \  whereupon,  the  Bifhop  recapitu- 
lated all  that  had  been  faid,  at  the  Jaft  Meeting,  rela- 
ting to  the  King's  Claim  ;  and  a  public  Notary  be- 
ing prefent,  the  Right  of  deciding  the  Controverfy 
between  the  feveral  Competitors,  for  that  Kingdom, 
was  entered  in  Form  for  the  King  of  England. 

After  which,  the  faid  Bifhop,  beginning  with  Robert 
Brut,  Lord  of  Annandaley  and  one  of  thofe  that  chim- 
ed the  Right  of  Succeflion  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland,  he 
asked  him  in  the  Prefence  of  all  the  Bifhops,  Earls,  Ba- 
rons, fcfr.  *  Whether  in  demanding  his  faid  Right,  he 
c  would  anfwer  and  receive  Juftice  from  the  King  of 

*  England^  as  Superior  and  direct  Lord  over  the  King- 

*  dom  of  Scotland  ? y  Who  prefently,  publickly,  openly, 
and  exprelly,  in  the  Prefence  of  them  all,  and  the  Pub- 
lick  Notary,  none  contradicting  or  gainfaying,  anfwer- 
ed,  *  That  he  did  acknowledge  the  King  of  England* 

*  Superior  and  direct  Lord  of  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland y 

*  and  that  he  would  from  and  before  him,  as  fuch,  de- 

*  mand,  anfwer  and  receive  Juftice.' 
The  Bifhop  then  proceeded  with  all  the  other  Com- 
petitors, in  like  Manner,  who  had  the  fame  Qu  eft  ion 
put  to  them,  and  received  from  them  the  fame  Anfwer; 
and  they  did  not  only  make  this  publick  Recognition, 
but  they  all  joined  in  Letters  Patents  to  the  King  to 
corroborate  the  fame  (d). 

The  Confluence  of  all  this  was,  that  the  Affair  of 
the  Succeflion  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland  was  debated  by 
Commifiioners  of  both  Nations,  to  the  Number  of 
Fourfcore  in  all  ;  and  the  King  was  to  give  Judgment 
according  to  Equity  and  Juftice.  The  Difquifiiion  of 
thts  Matter  is  amply  taken  Notice  of  by  moft  of  our 
more  modern  Hiftoriam  j  and,  as  the  Englijh  Parlia- 
ment had  yet  nothing  to  do  with  the  Controverfy,  it  is 
unneceflary  here.  But  at  the  Time  that  Edward  had 
An™  Rcgni  ao.  appointed  to  give  Sentence  in  this  weighty  Affair,  a  full 
Parliament  was  fummoned  to  meet  at  Bertuick  upon 
At  Berwkk.   Tweed  pj,  where  all  the  Commifiioners  appeared,  as 

well 

(J  )  Thtfe  Lctten  Patents  are  prcferved  in  Mat ,  Wcflm.  and  ia  Bradf\ 
Comp.  Hift.  Vol.  1.  App.  No.  ii, 

(t)  See  tbe  Sentence  at  large  in  Rymer'j  F trier  a  Anpjije  Tom.  i* 
P.  588.  Apvd  Berwyk  ftfer  Twedattj,  in  Aula  Cajlri  rjujdem  Filte,  in 
pltno  Parliamento,  <sJV» 
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Well  as  all  tfce  Candidates,  by  thcmfelves  or  Proxies :  Edward  I. 
The  Competitors  were,  Florence^  Earl  of  Holland  ; 
fpilliam  de  Vefey  ;  Patric  de  Dunbar  ;  William  de  Ros  % 
Robert  de  Pynkeny  \  Nicholas  de  Saules  j  Patric  Golythly  $ 
John  Baliol,  and  Ruber t  Bruce.  All,  except  the  two 
laft,  declared  that  they  did  not  intend  to  profecute  their 
Claims  any  further,  and  withdrew  their  Petitions. 
Upon  this  the  King  declared  that  ihey  had  no  Preten- 
Cons  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland*  John  Comyn>  and  Ro- 
ger de  Mandeville,  not  appearing  to  maintain  their 
Ciaims,  they  were  likewife  rejected.  After  which  the 
King  pronounced,  that  John  Hajlingi  and  Robert  Bruce 
had  no  Right  to  the  Third  Part  claimed  by  each  of 
them,  becaufe  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland  could  not  be 
divided. 

There  were  now  no  Claimants  remaining  but  only 
John  Baliol ;  and  he  was  accordingly  declared,  in  full 
Parliament,  to  be  the  only  Perfon  that  had  a  Right  of 
Pofisflion  (J).  ■  Edward  therefore  adjudged  the  Crown £^d^rJa; 
of  Scotland  to  him  ;  faving,  however,  to  himfelf  andm/nt  KingMf" 
Succeflbrs,  the  Right  of  profecuting  their  Pretentions  toScoUand, 
the  faid  Kingdom,  whenever  they  thought  proper  (  g ).  . 
Then  he  addrefs'd  himfelf  to  the  New  King,  and  told 
him,  *  That  he  fhould  take  Care  to  govern  his  People 
'  with  Equity,  left,  for  want  of  executing  Jullice,  the 

*  Sovereign  mould  be  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  his  Right  to 

*  redrefs  their  Grievances.    After  this  he  appointed  him 
the  Vwrfday  following  to  fwear  Fealty,  and  Chrijlmas 
Day  next  to  do  Homage  to  him  at  Newcaftle  ;  which  £nd  ?^(ozm 
were  both  accordingly  done  in  very  ftrong  Terms,  and  ^JJX  that  " 
with  great  Solemnity  (h).  Kingdom. 

But  the  Majority  of  the  Scotijb  Nobility,  fcfc  was  by 
no  means  pleafed  with  the  Award  of  the  King  of  Eng- 
latid9  and  blamed  him  highly  for  his  Partiality  in  the 

Affair. 

(f)  Baliol  was  defcended  from  the  eldtft  Daughter  of  David  Earl  of 
Huntinrtott)  whereas  Bruce  fprung  only  from  the  Second.  The  Cuftoro, 
as  well  of  England  as  Scotland,  wai,  that  the  Defcendant  of  the  eldeft 
Daughter,  though  marc  remote,  was  preferable  to  the  Nearer  coming 
from  the  Younger.  Rap  in. 

(g)  Salve  Jure  tjufdm  Domini  Regis  Anglic,  Sf  Hxredam  fuerum  evm 
wlturvnt  indt  loqui,  Rym  tn's  Ford.  Ang.  Tom.  z.  P.  5S9. 

{b)  Af>*d  Novum  Caftellutn  fupcr  Tyryim,  in  Aid*  Ptlatii  ifjuts  Demi' 
fix  Regit  infra  Co/hum ,  flff,    Ltd.  <P.  593* 
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King  Edward  I.  Affair.  Befides,  they  began  now  to  fmel]  out  Edward's 
Defign  ;  which  was  to  embroil  their  Nation  in  a  Civil 
War,  and  to  make  his  own  Advantage  of  it.  Though 
Batioh  Title  to  the  Crown  Teemed  to  be  the  ftrongeft, 
yet  Bruce  was  the  greater  Favourite  of  the  Nation  ; 
and  the  more  fo,  becaufe  he  had  refufed  to  accept  of  the 
Crown  from  Edward,  on  the  flavifh  Conditions  the 
other  agreed  to.  But,  whether  Ediuard's  firft  Defign 
was  an  entire  Conqueft  of  Scotland,  or  only  to  eftablim 
the  Supremacy  of  the  EngUJb  Kings  over  that  Nation,  we 
find  is  a  Qyeftion  not  clearly  anfwered  by  our  Hiftorians. 
Mr.  Rapin,  from  the  Collection  of  Publick  Ms,  has  gi- 
ven us  a  Proof,  that  Edward's  Claim  to  Supremacy  over 
Scotland  was  not  well  grounded.  For  except  the  Ho- 
mage done  by  William,  the  Scots  King,  to  Henry  II. 
as  mentioned*  before,  there  was  never  any  other  Proof 
of  Homage  being  done  by  the  Kings  of  Scotland  for  the 
whole  Nation.  As  a  Teftimony  of  this,  the  Collection 
aforefaid,  gives  us  an  Inftrument  whereby  we  find  that 
Edward's  High  Chamberlain  having  demanded  of  Baliol 
the  Fees  due  from  the  Vaflals  when  they  did  Homage, 
there  was  no  Precedent  of  them  to  be  found  :  So  that 
Edward  was  forced  to  call  a  Parliament  at  Pteftminjier 
foon  after,  where,  by  their  Advice,  he  fixed  the  Fees 
at  Twenty  Pounds  Sterling  ;  which  was  double  the  Sum 
paid  by  an  Earl  on  the  like  Occafion  (i). 

It  was  not  long  after  this  that  Baliol  found  the  bad 
Effects  of  his  Subjection,  being  often  fummoned  to  ap- 
pear before  Edward  in  Perfon,  on  the  bare  Complaints 
of  private  People ;  by  which  he  W2s  become  rather  the 
abfolute  Slave  than  Vaflal  to  the  King  of  England* 
And,  in  a  Parliament  held  about  Michaelmas,  1293, 
this  King  of  Scotland  was  obliged  to  ftand  at  the  Bar, 
like  a  private  Perfon,  and  anfvver  to  an  Accuiatioa 
brought  againft  him  for  denying  Juftice,  and  imprifon- 
ing  the  Earl  of  Fife  (k).  This  was  a  great  Mortificati- 
on 

^'JRvMii'a  Feed.  Tom.  i,  P.  600. 

There  aie  (trml  Pleadings,  in  Rvirr,  fald  to  be  made  at  a  Parlia 
TOent  heJd  this  Year  after  Eafier,  afud  London  itt  Man**  10  jfnbiepif- 
topi  Eborutn  j  but  whether  they  were  done  at  this  Parliament  or  anoth<r5 
is  uncertain.  1      Rylit's  Plac,  Pari.  P.  114* 

(4)  Buchanan,  pretends  that  it  was  by  Accident  that  Baliol  happened  to 
be  in  that  Paxiiamcntj  hb  Words  are,  «  As  Balidviit  cafualfj  fitting 
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on  for  a  Crown'd  Head,  but  Edward  was  bent  upon  Kfoj  Ed*at4  1 
Slewing  him  by  this  Conduft  what  he  was  to  expect 
from  him  for  the  future.  BaHot\  in  Plea  to  the  Accu- 
tar  ion,  alledged  that,  as  it  concern 'J  his  Crown,  he 
could  not  anfwer  to  it  without  firfl:  advifing  with  his 
Subjects  /).  This  Excufe  being  not  deemed  valid,  the 
Parliament  order'd  that  three  of  his  principal  Carries 
mould  be  feized  into  the  King's  Hands  till  he  gave  full 
Satisfaction  (m).  The  Englijb  Authors  affirm,  that  be- 
fore the  Sentence  was  pronounced,  BaUol  prefented  a 
Petition,  acknowledging  the  Sovereignty  of  the  King 
of  England  over  Scotland,  and  praying  Edzvard  to  allow 
him  Time  'till  he  could  confult  his  Parliament  (n).  As 
ioon  as  he  had  ftoop'd  fo  low  as  to  Petition,  his  De- 
mand was  granted,  and  a  certain  Day  was  afltgned  him 
to  appear.  The  Scots  King  went  back  into  his  own 
Country  ;  but  fo  incenfed  at  the  Affront  he  had  receiv- 
ed, that  he  was  bent  upon  trying  all  Means  to  free  him- 
ielf  from  fo  intolerable  a  Yoke. 

About  this  Time  an  Accident  happened  that  feemed 
favourable  to  BaHvh  Defign.  The  King  of  Frame  had 
by  a  Stratagem  feized  upon  the  Diftrict  of  Guienne,  in 
Normandy,  on  fo  flight  an  Occafion  as  a  private  Quar- 
rel betwixt  fome  Englijh  and  French  Mariners.  Edward  Anno  Regni  tu 
therefore  fummoned  his  Parliament  to  meet  at  Wejlmin-  **$4< 
fkr,  foon  after  IVhitfuntide  f»,  An.  1 294  j  whom  he  At  Wefbninicer, 
acquainted  with  the  Lofs  of  Guienne,  and  the  ill  Ufage 
he  had  received  from  the  French  King.  John,  King 
of  Scotland,  was  alfo  prefent  at  this  Parliament  >  and, 

Vol.  I.  M  when 

*  bf  Edward  In  the  Partiament-Houfe,  and  when  he  Wa«  calPd  would 
have  anfwered  by  a  Procter,  it  was  denied  him,  fo  that  he  was  forced 
t>  rife  from  his  Seat,  and  to  plead  his  Caufe  from  a  lo-wtr  P?ace\ 

Buckanart's  Hiftory  of  Scotland. 
(I)  The  whole  Proeefs,  after  the  Summons,  of  this  Matter,  relating 
to  Af*cduf,  the  Son  of  Malcolm  Earl  of  Fife,  it  at  large  in  Rytys  P/*- 
fiat  Parti amcntaria,  P.  ioi>  &c. 

(m)  The  Caftles  were  thofe  of  Jtdburgb,  BcrtaUki  and  Roxburgh, 

RYMZI4 

(n)  The  Petition  was  made  by  his  own  Mouth,  before  the  King  and 
Council,  and  delivered  in  Writingj  The  Form  of  it  is  in  Rytys  Placiti 
P«r/.  P.  155.  in  Tratcb,  tranllated  by  Tyrret,  Vol.  z   P.  76. 

{t>)  The  Writ  for  Summoning  the  Clergy  to  this  Parliament  is  extant  in 
Xymer**  Publick  A£H,  P.  65a.  Vol.  z.  Wherein,  bcfidei  the  Biflwps 
«iid  Abbots,  the  whole  Coavocitiwj  i»  fummoned. 
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Kn%  Edward  !.  when  they  were  told  by  Edward's  Ambafladors  the 
muffling  Anfwers  they  bad  from  the  French  King,  it 
was  unanimcufly  refolved  to  recover  the  Duichy  of 
Gutinne  by  Force  of  Arms  (p).  John  Baliol  granted  to 
Edward^  towards  the  Expence  of  this  War,  ihe  Reve- 
nues of  his  Paternal  Eftate  in  England  for  three  Years; 
a  Copy  of  his  Countenance,  only,  for  that  Time. 

The  Earls  and  great  Men  then  prefent  in  Parliament, 
promifed  alfo  to  contribute  liberally  towards  the  fame  ; 
but  we  find  nothing  come  from  the  Clergy  at  this 
Meeting  {q). 

StoUami  revolts.  Notwithftanding  this  Conceffion  of  the  Scotch  King, 
he  hoped  for  greater  Advantages  from  this  Rupture  ; 
and  accordingly  he  concluded  a  fecret  Alliance  with 
the  King  of  France,  and  promifed  to-  invade  England 
as  foon  as  Edward  tranfported  his  Armies  abroad.  Ed- 
Amo  Regni  *j.  ward  got  Intelligence  of  this  Plot,  contrived  againft 
him  at  Paris,  and  called  another  Parliament  at  Weft 
AtWcjimMer.  minfier^  in  order  to  lay  before  them  the  State  of  his  Af- 
fairs (r).  Here  the  Laity  agreed  to  allow  the  King 
the  Eleventh  Part  of  their  Goods,  the  Clergy  the 
Tenth,  and  the  Merchants  a  Seventh. 

Edward  having  got  this  Supply,  neglected  his  more 
foreign  Concerns,  and  entirely  bent  his  Mind  on  the 
Conqueft  of  Scotland  ;  which  would  be  of  much  greater 
Importance  to  him  than  the  other.  But  to  prevent 
the  King  of  Scotland's  Deligns,  he  demanded  of  him 
the  three  Caftles  aforementioned,  which  Baliol,  to  a- I 
mufe  and  gain  Time,  actually  delivered  him  (s).  How- 
ever, being  aflur'd  of  his  Revolt,  Edward  loft  no  Time 
with  him,  but  marched  his  whole  Army  direftly  for 
Scotland  ;  and  Baliol,  being  certain  of  Afliftance  from 
Frjmee,  bids  Defiance  to  King  Edward,  renounced 
his  Oath  and  his  Allegiance,  as  unlawfully  promifed  \ 
rlledging  that  it  was  not  in  his  Power,  without  th 
Confent  of  the  States,  to  do  any  fuch  Acls. 

|'t4r  *  ♦*  Md 

{f>)  Mat,  Weftminfter,  fub  hat  Aum. 

(q)  Their  are  many  Pleadings,  on  private  Property,  in  this  Parlia- 
ment, in  By!ty'i  Placit,  Pari.  Sub  hoc  Anno, 
(r)  In  Figilio  S.  Andreae,  acctrfiio  Cltro,  Magnjtibui  et  Populo. 

Mat,  Wvitminfar, 

Sec  I' -r\  I « ,ft  TtUQi  a.  P.  69Z. 
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<  And  now,  fays  an  Hiftorian  (/),  began  the  Contefts  Ki\i^ 

*  between  the  two  Nations,  which  (pile  more  Chri-  V^. 
'  ftian  Blood,  did  more  Mifchief,  and  continued  long- 

*  er,  that  any  Wars,  that  we  read  of,  between  any 
1  two  People  in  the  World.    For  all  the  Kings  which 

*  fucceeded,  for  three  Hundred  Years  together,  even 
1  to  the  blefled  Union  of  them  by  King  Jama  I.  had 

*  their  Share  more  or  lefs  in  this  Qparrel.    And  though 

*  England,  being  much  the  greater  and  ilronger  Nation, 

*  had  the  good  Fortune  often  to  overcome,  yet  it  was 
1  with  fo  great  Expence  of  Blood,  Time,  and  Trea- 

*  fure,  that  what  {he  got  colt  more  than  it  was  worth* 

*  and  was  foon  loft  again  ;  the  Scots  being  never  fo 

*  fully  fubdued,  but  that  they  were  foon  for  recovering 

*  their  Liberties  again,  and  that  with  Succefs.  So 

*  that  Providence  may  feem  to  decree  no  Union  firm 

*  between  thefe  two  Nations,  that  was  made  by  Force* 
'  but  by  the  milder  Way  of  Peace  and  Succeffion.* 

We  (hall  purfuc  thefe  Scotch  Wars  no  farther  thanfiut  Js 
iscoofirtent  with  our  Defign  ;  lufficient  it  is  to  fay  ^c^l 
that  Edward,  in  a  very  fmall  Space  of  Time  overrun 
all  Scotland,  and  reduced  Balid  with  the  reft  of  the 
Nobility  to  fue  to  him  for  Peace.    After  which,  Ed- 
ward called  a  Parliament  to  meet  at  Berwick^  Aug* 
24,  1296,  which  upon  this  extraordinary  Occafion  Aaoo  Re&ni-  3 
W38  very  numerous ;  thither  came  all  the  SatiA  No-  1196. 
biliry,  and  did  their  Homage  and  Fealty  to  him  in  a  At  Berwick* 
molt  fubmiflive  Manner ;  Binding  themfelves  by  Let- 
ters P3 tents,  ftgned  with  their  Seals,  to  ferve  him  faith- 
fully againlt  all  Nations,  and  to  come  to  his  Aflift- 
aoce  at  any  Time  and  Place  he  mould  require  them  i 
moreover,  they  all,  upon  the  Blefled  Evangeli/is,  fo- 
'emnly  fwore  to  obferve  all  this  before  the  whole 
^nglifb  Parliament.    The  Form  of  thefe  Letters  Pa- 
ents,  which  were  fworn  to  fingly  by  all  the  Scotijh 
obihty,  is  preferved  by  Hairy  Knyghton^  Canon  of 
'aj}er  (u)f  in  the  old  Norman  or  Ft  inch  Language, 
hich  we  judge  deferves  a  Fl.tce  in  our  Hiftory.  And 
the  rather,  becaufe  we  find  them  taken  Notice  of  by 
few  modern  Hiltorians,  not  even  by  the  celebrated  and 


\Att!  in  K(nner, 

tfitut  Angli*,  inter  Decern  Script,  C.7,  24S2. 
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Kins  Edward  I.  copious  M.  Papin  ;  out  of  Regard,  we  fuppofc  to  the 
Scotch  Nation,  to  which  this  French  Author  always 
pays  a  great  Deference. 

The  Tranflation  of  it  is  as  follows  ; 
The  Oath  of      *        a"  l^0^e  wnorn  r^efe  Letters  mall  either 
Fealty,  taken  w  *  or  hear,  &c.  Greeting.    Becaufe  that  we  are  at  pre- 
King  Edward,  *  feot  under  Subjection  to  the  thrice  Noble  Prince,  and 

p«r!!  bdM^L '  our  dear  Lord  Sir  Edward>  bY  thc  Grace  of  God» 
Engulh  Partia-  *  King  of  England,  Lord  of  Ireland,  and  Duke  of 
incut,  «  Aquitain,  we  do  faithfully  promife,  for  our  felves 

*  and  for  our  Heirs,  upon  Pain  of  Body  and  Eftate, 

*  that  we  will  ferve  him  truly  and  loyally  againft  all 

*  Manner  of  People,  that  may  live  and  die,  whenever 

*  we  mall  be  required,  or  commanded,  by  our  (aid 

*  Lord  the  King  of  England,  or  his  Heirs  ;  that  we 

*  will  hinder  them  from  Damage  as  much  as  we  can, 

*  and  fet  upon  his  Enemies  with  all  our  Forces  where* 

*  ever  they  may  be  found.    And  to  the  End  that  we 

*  may  firmly  keep  and  hold  thefe  Prefents,  we  do  bind 

*  ourfelves,  our  Heirs,  and  all  our  Goods;  and  we  have 

*  fworn  to  this  upon  the  Blefled  Evangelifts.  Befides, 

*  all  we  that  are  prefent,  and  every  of  us  feperately, 

*  have  done  Homage  to  our  Lord  the  King  of  Eng- 

*  land,  in  thefe  Words, 

2  will  be  true  and  loyal,  and  bear  true  Faith  and  Alle- 
giance to  Edward,  King  of  England,  and  bis  Heirs,  and 
ferve  him  with  Life  and  Limb,  and  do  him  all  earthly 
Honour,  again/l  all  Manner  of  People  that  may  live  and 
die  ;  and  from  henceforth  I  will  not  bear  Armsz  nor  be 
aiding  in  Councel,  againft  him,  or  again fl  his  Heirs,  on 
any  Caufe  whatsoever.    So  help  me  God  and  all  the 


Saint 


S, 


In  mtnefs  of  thefe  Things  we  have  made  thefe  Letters 
Patents,  and  jeakd  them  with  our  Seals. 

Given  at  fficrfotcfc  upon  %toetD,  this  idth  Day  of 
Auguft,  in  the  Tear  cf  the  Reign  of  our  faid  Lwd 
King  of  England  twenty-four. 


The  Charter  of  Robert  Erus,  and  fome  other  Lo 
begins  thus, 

■  To  all  thofe  to  whom  thefe  prefent  Letters  fhall 


fthe 
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*  come,  or  hear  5  Patric,  Earl  of  Marcbe  and  Dun-  King  Edward  I. 

*  bar,  Gilbert  de  Umfrevile,  Earl  of  Angus,  Robert  de 

*  Brus  the  Elder,  Robert  de  Brus  the  Younger,  the 

*  young  Earl  of  Carryk,  Greeting.    Becaufe  that  we 

*  now  are,  and  ever  mall  be,  in  the  Faith  and  Power 

*  of  the  thrice  Noble  Prince,  and  our  dear  Lord  Sir 

*  Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England, 

*  &c.'  The  reft  in  near  the  fame  Terms  as  the 
former. 

Edward  received  all  their  Submiflions  to  him  in  The  King  of 
the  Manner  above;  after  which  he  conftituted  a  new  ^d™*  appoints 
Iwfirtr  for  Scotland,  and  ordered  a  new  Great  Seal  j  LswU^nd^ 
he  alfo  named  a  new  Chancellor,  and  Judges,  and  or- 
dained that  all  thofe  who  held  any  of  the  Royal  De- 
mefnes  mould  be  called  upon  to  do  Homage  for  the 
fame  j  and  all  other  Tenants  whatfoever  fhould  fwear 
Allegiance  to  him,  and  own  themfelvesr  his  Subjects ; 
and  this  to  be  done  by  every  Man's  written  Deed  in 
perpetual  Memory  of  this  Conqueft.    The  King  alfo 
willed  and  ordained,  in  this  prefent  Parliament,  that 
John,  late  King  of  Scotland,  both  the  John  Comynes,  with 
the  reft  of  the  Scotijh  Nobility,  mould  go  with  him 
back  into  England,  and  remain  in  thofe  Parts  of  it 
which  are  beyond  Trent  ;  and  mould  not  return  from 
thence,  on  Pain  of  lofing  their  Heads,  until  the  War 
betwixt  him  and  the  King  of  France  was  entirely 
finifhed  (v). 

The  Conqueft  of  Scotland  being  thus  made,  and  that 
Kingdom  fettled  to  his  Mind,  Edward  called  before 
him  all  the  Chief  Officers,  &c.  of  the  Welch,  Irijh, 
and  Englijh  Armies,  who  had  afiifted  him  in  this  grcac 
Expedition  5  he  returned  them  his  Thanks  in  a  pub- 
lic Manner  ;  and  added,  that  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land was  much  beholden,  and  eternally  obliged  to 
them  for  their  Services:  He  afterwards  difmuTsd 
them  to  go  to  their  own  Homes.  The  King,  alfo, 
ordained,  that  all  the  Lands  which  John  Baud,  and 
other  Lords  held  on  the  South  of  Trent,  mould  be 
feized  into  his  Hands,  untill  the  French  War  was 
ended.  Afterwards,  Edward  put  an  End  to  this  Par- 
M  3  iwmc:i:> 

(*)  AJh<  H,  Knyghtor-,  Cel.  i\% j. 


Anno  Regni  14. 
JZ96. 

At  St  Edmondf- 
burjr. 
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\  Edward  t.  foment,  and  iflued  out  Writs  immediately  for 

ing  another  (w),  which  was  to  meet  at  St  Edmondjbury 
in  November  following.  Laftly,  the  King  took  his 
Journey  into  the  South,  and  the  Scotch  Lords  along 
with  him. 

On  the  third  of  November^  in  the  fame  Year,  King 
Edward  met  his  Parliament  again  at  St  Edmondsbttty. 
They  were  called,  in  order  to  raife  Sublidies  for  car- 
rying on  the  War  againft  France^  which  this  victorious 
King  had  determined  to  profecute  with  the  utmoft  Vi- 
gour. The  Laity  contributed  chearfully  to  this  Ex- 
pedition, and  taxed  themfclves,  the  Citizens  and  Bur* 
gefles  an  Eighth  Penny,  the  reft  of  the  Laity  a 
The  Clergy  re.  Twelfth.  The  Clergy,  however,  openly  refufed  to 
SubndS^  g've  "any  Thing,  and  return 'd  the  King  this  Anfwer 
Leave  fiom  thl  lo  ^  Demand,  *  That  they  could  neither  give  nor 
pope,  «  grant,  neither  could  the  King  receive  any  Subfidy 

*  from  them,  without  both  incurring  a  Sentence  of 

*  Excommunication,  which  was  included  in  the  Pope's 
'  Bull  to  that  Purpofe.'  (x)  The  King  was  much 
difpleafed  at  this  Anfwer,  but  neverthelefs  gave  them 
Time  to  think  upon  it  ;  and  required  them  to  meet 
him  again  the  Day  after  St  HMaryy  [Jan.  14J  at  Lon- 
don \  to  which  Time  and  Place  this  Parliament  was 
adjourned  [y). 

The  Day  being  come,  and  the  Parliament,  with 
the  Clergy,  met,  Robert  de  Wtnckilfta,  Archbiftiop  of 
Canterbury,  made  the  following  Speech  to  his  Bre- 
thren. 

My  Lords, 

'  It  is  very  well  known  to  you  and  all  the  World, 
'  that  under  the  Almighty  God  we  have  both  a  Spi- 

v  ritual 


fie  Arclitnjjjop 
of  Canterbury's 
Speech  on  that 
Occafit-n. 


(wj  Dated  at  Berwick  upon  Twfdt  Aug.  2,6.  An  .Keg,  24. 

\x  The  Papal  BuU,  de  non  daada  aitfuid  Latch,  had  been  procured 
from  Pnpe  Boniface  Vlll.  and  wa»  publiihed  by  Robert  Archbifiiop  of 
Canterbury t  a  ihort  Time  before  this  Parliament  ravi. 

Cbron,  W.  Thorn,  inter  Decern  Script. 

The  whole  Bull  is  at  length*  trnnlbred  by  Dr  Bwiy,  in  his  Cotnp. 
Hiji.  Vol.  2.  P.  41.    Dired  at  flow?,  Feb,  04-  An  1194. 

fy)  It  is  froper  to  ohferve  here  that  Tyrret  calls  this  Meeting,  onJ 
3  great  Council  of  the  Btftiup],  Earis  an '.  Barons,  becaufc,  he  fays,  he 
decs  not  find  that  the  Commons  were  lummoned  to  it  :  And  yet  he 
allows  that  Aids  were  demanded  at  it,  both  from  Clergy  and  Laity. 
Vol,  a.  P.  too. 
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*  ritual  Lord  and  a  Temporal  one.   The  Spiritual  King  Edward  I. 
'  Lord  is  our  holy  Father  the  Popt9  and  the  Tcmpo- 

*  ral,  our  Lord  the  Ring.   And  though  we  owe  them 

*  both  Obedience,  yet  we  are  under  more  Subjection 

*  to  the  Spiritual.    But  to  do  all  that  is  in  our  Pow- 

*  er  to  plcafe  both,  we  are  w  illing  to  fend  fpecial 
c  Mefiengers  to  our  holy  Father  the  Pope,  at  cur  own 
'  Expence,  to  delire  that  he  would  grant  ls  Leave  to 

*  oblige  the  King  in  this  Matter  j  or,  at  leaft,  wq 
c  fhall  have  an  Anfwer  from  him  what  we  ought  to 

*  do.  We  do  believe,  that  our  Sovereign  LoM  the 
c  King  is  as  fearful  of  incurring  this  Sentence  of  Ex- 
'  communication  as  we  our  iclves  can  be.    So,  my 

*  dear  Lords,  we  defire  that  ycu  would  fend  fome 
.*  feleft  Pcrfons  out  of  your  Body,  to  inform  the 

*  King  of  this  Matter,  for  we,  verily,  notwithstanding 
c  we  know  the  King's  Anger  to  be  ratfed  agahut  us, 
1  dare  to  ipeak  the  Truth  at  all  Times/ 

We  find  that  the  King  was  not  fo  much  afraid  of  The  King  pun 
the  Pope's  Bull  as  the  good  Archbifhop  pretended.  For,  Jc clergy  out  of 
he  had  no  fooner  heard  the  Clergy's  Anfwer  to  his  De-a„d  fi2?£g 
wand,  but  he  thundered  out  an  Excommunication^  in- Lands, 
deed,  againft  them  all.    He  immediately  put  the  Arch- 
hifliop,  and  the  whole  Body  of  the  Etiglijb  Clergy,  out 
°f  his  Protection  and  Defence ;  and  ordered  that  all 
their  Lands  and  Pofleflions,  throughout  the  whole 
Realm,  Ihould  be  feized  to  his  Ufe  (2;).    This  Edict 
had  the  Confent  of  the  Earls,  Baron3,  and  Others  who 
conftituted  this  Parliament,    which  continued  to  fit 
whilft  all  the  Bifhops  were  excluded  [a).   The  Chief 
Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  fitting  in  his  Tribunal, 
lays  Knygbton,  pronounced  Sentence  againft  the  Clergy 
in  thefe  Words, 

'  You  that  are  the  Procters,  or  Attornics,  for  the 
c  Archbifhops,  Bifhops,  Abbots,  and  Priors,  with  the 

*  reft  of  the  Clergy,  take  Notice  to  acquaint  all  your 

*  Mailers,  that,  for  the  future,  no  Manner  of  Juftice 

*  fliall 

(*)  Fecit  Rex  figiUari  omnia  Ecdejiafticorum  OJiia  Herrromm. 

Mat.  Weftmir.ftei, 

(•*)  Et  kabito  Rex  Parliamenfo  cum       Rarcnibus ,  Ciero  exclufo. 

Cbron,  Cul.  Thorn,  inter  Dceea*  Scriptores,  Col.  19S5. 
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RingEdwaidi.  €  fliall  be  done  them  in  any  of  the  King's  Courts,  on 

*  any  Caufe  whatfoever ;  but  Juftice  (hall  be  had  a- 
4  gainft  them  to  every  one  that  will  complain  and  re- 

*  quire  it  of  us ! 

O  mirabUe  &  inauditum  Auribus  horribile  !  crys  the 
Canon  of  Leicefler  :  And  others  of  the  Monkifti  "Writers 
of  thofe  Times  exclaim  as  loud  againll  this  Proceeding 
{b).  The  Miferies  that  the  Clergy  fuffered,  along  with 
their  Archbifhop,  on  Account  of  the  aforefaid  Sen- 
tence againft  them,  were  very  great  ;  infomuch  that  a 
poor  Parfon  or  Vicar,  when  they  had  Occafion  to  go 
abroad,  .were  glad  to  cloath  themfelves  like  Laymen, 
to  pafs  through  the  Country  with  Safety.  For  if  they 
were  rob'd  or  fpoiled  on  the  King's  Highway,  they 
could  have  no  Reftitution  or  Redrefs.  Indeed,  the 
whole  Body  of  them  were  ftruck  into  a  dreadful  Panic 
by  this  Blow  ;  but  moft  of  them  compounded  theMaN 
ter  with  the  King  for  a  Fine,  and  received  the  King's 
Letters  of  Protection  ;  which  mult  have  railed  a  vaft 
Sum  of  Money  in  thofe  Days  (c). 

But,  before  King  Edward  iranfported  himfelf  and  his 
Army  into  Flanders,  to  profecute  the  War  againft 
France,  he  fummoned  all  Men  that  owed  him  Service, 
and  all  others  that  were  polFe/Ted  of  twenty  Pounds  a 
Year  Lands,  let  them  hold  it  from  whom  they  would, 
to  meet  him  at  London.  They  were  to  come  ready  pre- 
pared with  Horfe  and  Arms  to  go  over  with  the  King, 
and  this  without  any  Excufe  or  Delay.  But  this  being 
fomewhat  foreign  to  our  Inquiries,  would  not  have 
found  a  Place  in  our  Hiftcry,  had  not  the  Annotator 

on 

Knyghtcn  goes  on,  and  fays,  Communis  "Juflitia  qua  omnibus  J>atere 
debcrrt,  turn  Incclis  quam  Alienigcnis,  quo  Spiritu  ncjeio,  Clero  Chrifti  dene- 
gatur  5  antilaturquc  &  fervit  ac  fubpeiiitatur  ip\a  Mater  Ecclefia,  qua 
jdi  l.it  antiquitus  liliis  dominari  :  Pedes  fupcr  Caput  clcvantur,  fisf  qua  fn- 
itb.it  cuist'iis  fplcndejccre,  fomcrto  Mijeratiovis,  jam  a  Mijericordia  Dei  a\ 
tur  of  cbf. fcatur  tlmbracuL  Crudcliratis. 

Knyghton  inter  Decern  Scriptores,  Cel.  2492. 
(1)  IVUHatr.Tkorn,  a  Monk  of  S.  Augvftiri's  in  Canterbury ,  fays,  that 
their  Monaftery  compounded  lor  Two  Hundred  1'ounds,   and  Two 
Hundred  Quarters  of  Corn  ot  JiflLrent  Kinds  of  Grain, 
if*  Decern  Scriptores,  Col.  1 96  5. 

The  Archbiftiop  Mood  out  againft  the  King  in  this  Matter  j  left  hit 
Palace,  and  retired  with  two  Servants  only  to  Gbartbam,  Idem. 


on  Rapin  called  this  Meeting  a  Parliament  (J).  Knyghton  King  E4*t 
fron  whom  the  Annotator,  alfo,  quotes,  plainly  proves 
that  it  was  no  more  than  a  Military  Summons ;  in** 
deec  he  adds,  that  the  great  Men  then  prefent  thought 
proper  to  reprefent  to  the  King,  that  it  was  not  advife- 
able  for  him  to  go  abroad  without  being  firft  reconciled 
to  the  Archbifhop.    Some  Authors  write,  that  he  took 
their  Advice,  and  was  fa  far  reconciled  to  the  Prelate, 
that  he  made  him  Guardian  to  his  Son  the  Prince,  and 
aindy,  with  Sir  Reginald  Grey,  left  him  Regent  over 
England.    But  this  is  ablblutely  falfe,  for  Edward 
^limited  him  too  much  to  grant  him  any  fuch  Power, 
«3  will  better  appear  in  the  Sequel,  and  left  the  Re- 
gency in  other  Hands  (e).    Nevertheless,  he  reftored 
iiim  all  his  Lay- Fees,  Goods,  &c.  at  the  earnelt  Re- 
queft  of  the  Prelates  of  his  Province. 

Edward  did  not  pro fper  fo  well  in  this  French  War  ™.  - 
as  he  had  done  in  the  laft.    The  Scm  took  the  Ad-  ^2 
vantage  of  his  Abfence  to  revolt ;  and,  under  the  Con- 
duft  of  TVtlliam  Wallatey  committed  great  Ravages  in 
England.   Things  were  not  quite  well  at  Home  nei- 
;  Edward  before  his  Departure  had  greatly  difcbli- 
Ke<3  fome  of  his  Lords ;  of  which,  Humphry  de  Bchurt, 
Earl  of  Hereford,  High  Conftable  of  England,  and 
gtr  Bygot,  Earl  Marefchal,  were  the  Chief.  Thefe 
at  Men  raifed  an  Infurrection  in  the  King's  Abfence  ; 
ty  which  Means,  and  b^  the  Revolt  of  the  Scotsy  the 
Peace  of  the  Kingdom  was  much  endangered. 

The  Occafion  of  this  Quarrel  is  fnid  by  fome  Wri-  Anno  Regni  aj, 
fcra  to  happen  at  a  Parliament  called  to  meet  at  Sa-  lz?7' 
Hlburjy  at  which  Meeting  the  Clergy  were  totally  ex-  At  SahAury*  „ 
cJuded  (/).  The  King  infifted  that  moil  of  the  Nobili- 
ty, there  prefent,  fhould  attend  him  to  the  French 
Waj>  but  many  excufed  themfelves,  whereat  Edward 

being 

{d)  Titt&iPt  Notes  tin  Rapin,  Folio  Edit.  P.  379. 
\*}  See  Rymer%%  Fed.  P.  791,  BfEdwardo  Fill*  Regis  Locum  tentnte  m 
AngJia, 

(?)  Hoiiingjbead  Chron.  from  N  Trivet. 

FoJydore  Vtrgii,  Iik*  a  good  Cacholick  Writer,  afcribes  thefe  Comma  - 
«'oiu  to  the  King's  had  Uiage  of  the  Archbiihop  of  Canterbury  and  the 
Clergy.  His  Words  are,  ^hi&us  Rebut  ita  omnium  Animi  iitcitati  junt, 
9*  nef*r  11  Agris  ntque  in  Uribibus  JiUrtnt  :  At  Optiwates  imprimis  incU- 
mthtflt  Polydoie  Vergil,  P.  338. 
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King  Edwari  I.  being  greatly  moved,  he  plainly  told  them  that  the 
mould  go,  or  he  would  give  their  Lands  to  thofe  that 
would.  The  Nobles  were  very  much  offended  at  this 
Bluntnefs  in  the  King ;  and  feme  of  the  chiefeft,  viz. 
the  Earls  of  Hertford  and  Marefihal,  told  the  King 
that  they  were  ready  to  attend  him,  if  he  went  in 
Perfon,  otherwife  they  would  not  go.  The  Maref- 
chal  added,  that  if  the  King  went,  he  fhould  willingly 
attend  him  in  his  Wars,  and  take  his  Hereditary  Poft  in 
the  Vanguard  of  the  Army.  But,  fays  the  King,  You, 
Jball  go,  whether  I  do  or  not.  I  am  not  fo  bound,  quoth 
twwT^JSg  the  Earl,  neither  do  I  purpofe  to  go  without  yoi.  The 
and  bis  Barons.  King,  then  in  a  great  Rage,  faid,  By  God,  Sir  Earl* 
you  jhall  either  go  or  hang.  And  Sir  King,  by  the  fame 
Oat  hi  reply  M  the  Earl,  boldly,  /  will  n either  go  nor 
hang.  And  fo*  they  both  left  the  King  abruptly,  with- 
out taking  any  Leave,"  and  the  Parliament  broke  up, 
without  doing  any  further  Bufmefs.  Edward,  after 
this,  reiblved  to  go  ever  in  Perfon,  but  the  Lords  would 
not  go  along  him,  fo  haughty  and  ftubborn  were  the 
Nobility  in  thofe  Days.  Yet,  notwicb (landing  the  ill 
Correfpondence  between  the  King  and  thefe  great  Men 
at  this  Airembly,  it  feems  they  agreed  well  enough  how 
to  proceed  with  the  Clergy  ;  for  Tyrrel,  from  an  ano- 
nymous Chronicle  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  relates, 
'  That  the  King  and  his  Barons  and  Knights  there  af- 
fembled,  pafsM  an  Ordinance,  that  if  the  Clergy  did 
not  make  their  Peace  with  the  King*  within  a  certain 
Time  then  limited,  they  fiiould  lofe  all  that  was  alrea- 
dy feiz'd  by  the  King,  and  it  mould  not  be  lawful  for 
any  one,  from  thenceforth,  to  have  any  common 
Dealing  with  them.  This  fevere  Ordinance  brought 
many  of  them  to  their  Compolitions  immediately  (g). 

But,  to  clofe  up  the  Differences  with  the  difcon- 
tcnted  Lords  in  Time,  the  Regents  thought  proper  to 
call  a  Parliament  in  Prince  Edward's  Name,  and  to 
fummon  them  to  meet  at  London,  on  the  Tenth  of 
Ofiober,  in  the  Year  1297.  The  Lords  paid  a  wil- 
ting Obedience  to  this  new  Summons  from  their  future 
King,  and  came  at  the  Time  and  Place  appointed. 

How- 


Anno  Regni  25, 

W97. 
At  London. 


(?)  1yrrer&  Hiftory  of  Er.^Und,  Vol  3.  P.  107, 
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owevcr,  they  did  not  come  without  a  flrong  Guard  King  Edwarf  i. 
10  fecure  their  Perlbns ;  having  500  Horfemen,  well 
armed,  and  a  large  Body  of  choice  Foot  to  attend 
them.    Nor  would  they  enter  the  City,  until  they 
were  allowed  to  place  a  fufficient  Number  of  their  own 
Men  at  each  Gate  of  it  for  their  better  Security.  This 
being  granted,  the  Lords  came  quietly  to  their  Seats  in 
Parliament ;  where,  after  many  and  various  Conmlrati- 
oris  and  Debates  (A)>  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  being 
Mediator  in  thefe  Differences,  the  Lords  would  agree 
to  no  Reconciliation,  unlefs  the  King  would  confent  to 
confirm  Magna  Charta,  and  the  Charter  of  Fore/Is,  Additional  At- 
v itb  Tome  Additional  Articles.    And  tha t  he  wou 'd  nei-  £cl"  toM*c>'A 
Ihrrdetire  nor  exaft  any  Aid  or  vexatious  Tax  either  prop«™' 
from  the  Clergy  or  the  People,  for  the  future,  with- 
out the  Advice  and  Confent  of  his  Great  Men.  Fur- 
ther, that  all  Rancour  an  .1  Malice  might  from  hence- 
forth be  removed  from  th?  Minds  of  them  and  all  others 
tVir  Aflbciates,  the  following  Writing  was  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  be  drawn  up  in  thefe  Words, 

No  Manner  of  Tax  or  Aid  foal]  either  be  imfofed  or 
fathered  by  us  or  our  Heirs,  for  the  future,  en  our  King- 
mthtut  the  common  Confent  and  Free-Will  of  the 
Mhhijhopt,  Bijhopu  and  other  Prelates,  the  Earls,  Ba- 
rons, Knights,  Bwgeffes,  and  other  free  Men  of  this  Realm. 
Wt  will  not  take  to  ourfelf  any  Corn,  Wool,  Hides,  er 
cm  other  Kind  if  Goods  whatjoevtr,   without  the  C  ;:~ 
pit  of  the  Perjon  to  whom  fveh  Goods  belong.    We  will 
mt  take,  for  the  future,  in  any  Name,  or  on  any  Qcca- 
tm  whu  cever,  <£Ml  SToltf  (i)  of  any  Pack  of  W00L 
Wt  will  and  grant  for  us  and  cur  Heirs,  that  all  the 
Clergy  and  Laity  of  the  Kingdom  Jhall  have  all  their 
Laws-,  Liberties^  and  Cufloms,  at  freely- and  fulh  as  ever 
they  enjoyed  them  at  any  Time.    And  if  any  Thing  be 
ena&ei  or  ordained  againjl  any  Article  in  this  prefent 
iting  ky  Ui  or  our  Antejlors,  or  any  new  Cujloms  intro- 
'J,  we  will  and  grant  that  fuch  CujUms  'or  Statutes 

be 

{t)  UU  tgndrm  pofi  Coitjilta  muka  &  TraHatui  varies,  &c. 

Knyghtoo,  Cel.  19Z3- 

M.u.  f  Toiia,  Evil  Toll. 

SL-e  Sfmlma^i  Ghjfaritm  ad  Decern  Scriptorel. 
Twcvvm  r>rty  Shillings  for  every  Sack  of  Wool, 

Sec  Statutes  at  large ,  and  Coke's,  id  Inji,  P.  5*6,  for  this 
fnciQorable  Statute. 
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Kiag  Edward  L  be  for  ever  null  and  void.  We  do  remit  alfo,  to  Hum- 
phry de  Bohun,  Earl  of  Hereford  and  Eflex,  Conflable  of 
England ;  Roger  Bygot,  Earl  of  Norfolk,  Marefrhal 
of  England  ;  and  others  the  Earls%  Barons,  Knights, 
'Squires,  and  to  John  de  Ferrars,  and  to  all  other i  his 
Colleagues  and  Confederates,  and  alfo  to  all  thofe  that 
hold  twenty  Pounds  Lands  either  of  us  in  Chief  or  of 
others  in  our  Kingdom  who  were  fummoned  to  go  into 
Flanders  and  did  not  appear,  all  manner  of  Rancour  and 
lll-Will  which  for  the  aforefaid  Caufes  we  might  have 
taken  again}}  them,  and  a'tfo  all  Kinds  of  Tranjgrejftons 
which  to  us  or  ours  may  have  been  done,  to  the  making 
of  this  prejent  IVriting.  And,  for  the  greater  Security 
of  this  Matter,  we  will  and  grant,  for  us  and  our 
hieing  that  all  Archbijhops  and  Bijhops  of  England  Jhall 
for  ever  in  their  Cathedral  Churches  have  this  prejent 
Writing  read,  and  Jhall  publickly  excommunicate  as  well 
there  as  cau/e  it  to  be  done  in  the  feveral  Parijh  Churches 
throughout  their  Diocefes.  twice  in  a  Tear,  all ^  thofe  wh 
Jhall  feek  to  weaken  the  Force  of  thefe  Prefents  in  any  Ar- 
ticle, or  in  any  Manner  whatfoever. 

In  Teflimony  of  which  we  have  put  our  Seal  to  this 
prejent  Writing,  together  with  the  Seals  of  the  Archbi- 
jhops, Bijhops,  Earls,  Barons,  and  others,  who  of  their 
own  Accord  jwore  to  obferve  ftriftly  the  Tenor  of  thefe 
Prefents,  in  all  and  every  Article,  to  the  heft  of  their 
Powers.  And  for  the  due  Obfervance  of  which  they  pro- 
m  fed  all  their  Aid  and  Advice  (or  ever,. 


We  think  it  intirely  confident  with  the  Subject  of 
our  History,  that  every  Word  of  the  preceding 
Charter,  as  near  as  it  can  be  tranflated,  mould  find  a 
Place  in  this  Work.  It  is  a  Step  into  the  Prerogative 
much  bolder  and  wider  than  what  was  made  by  the 
gaining  of  the  Great  Charter  or  that  of  the  Forefls ;  and 
may  be,  truly,  faid  to  be  the  Foundation  of  our  prefent 
Parliamentary  Grants  to  the  Crown,  The  young  Prince, 
did  not  befitate  at  all  to  confirm  the  Decree,  as  far  as  it 
was  in  his  Power  j  and  gave  the  offending  Lords  his 
Letters  Patents  to  them  and  all  their  Followers,  that  no 
Manner  of  Harm  fhould  come  to  them  ;  and  promis'd 
alio  in  the  faid  Letters  that  he  would  do  his  utmoft  to 

induce 


induce  his  Father  to  confent  to  all  their  Demands.  ^  E^a*!  u 
Lixewife,  all  the  King's  Council,  that  were  prefent  at 
this  Parliament,  promiied  under  their  Hands  to  a£t  ac- 
cordingly. 

This  Concord  of  Peace  and  Unity,  fays  our  Au- 
thor (J),  gave  an  univerfal  Joy  to  all  the  Kingdom. 
The  Prelates,  Earls,  and  Barons,  adds  he,  that  were 
Commiflioners  for  the  King  in  this  Matter  were,  Robert 
dt  Winchelfea,  Archbifbopof  Canterbury  ,  Henry  Mur- 
dae,  elect  Archbifhop  of  York ;  the  Bifhops  of  London, 
E/j,\  Bath  and  Coventry  ;  the  Earls  of  Cornwall,  JVar- 
Ptn,  Warwick  and  Oxford ;  the  Barons  were  John  Gyf- 
JFard,  Henry  de  Percy,  and  Reginald  dt  Grey  ;  with  ma- 
ny other  Clerks  and  Laymen. 

All  thefe  Lords,  fcrV.  fwore  upon  the  blefled  Evan- 
geli/Is,  for  the  greater  Security,  that  the  aforefaid  re- 
volted Earls  and  their  Followers  mould  be  entirely  in- 
demnified by  them  againft  the  King.  To  which  thofe 
Lords  anfwered,  in  like  Manner,  that  if  the  King 
would  ratify  and  confirm  all  the  aforefaid  Articles,  they 
would  be  entirely  at  his  Command,  either  to  go  over 
into  F/anders,  or  march  againit  the  King's  Enemies  in 
Scotland. 

Meflengers  were  immediately  difpatched  to  the  King  Which  are  coo- 
in  Flanders,  with  Letters  to  him  from  his  own  Secre-  bX  *h 
taries,  intimating,  that  if  he  regarded  his  own  Honour KmB" 
and  Safety,  or  hoped  to  prefeive  his  Kingdom,  he 
fhould  fend  back  the  Writings  confirmed  and  fealed. 
The  King  being  driven  to  a  Strait,  took  three  Days 
Time  to  confider  of  this  Meflage  j  and  then,  that  he 
might  gain  the  Hearts  of  the  Revolters  once  more  to 
him,  wifely  confented  to  all,  and  confirmed  them  ac- 
cordingly. For  this  extraordinary  Conceflion  of  the 
King,  the  Parliament  granted  him  a  Ninth  Penny  on 
the  Laity  j  and  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  with  his 
Clergy  a  Tenth ;  the  Archbifhop  of  York,  with  his  Cler- 
gy, who  were  more  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Danger, 
a  Fifth  Penny,  as  a  Subfidy  to  carry  on  the  War  againit 
Scotland.  The  Wool  which  the  King  had  already  ta- 
ken from  the  Religious  Houfes,  and  others  of  the  Peo- 
ple, he  promifed  fhould  be  accounted  for  in  the  Collec- 
tion of  this  Fifth, 

Edward 

(i)  //,  ttfcitr*,  Col,  *9M- 
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KJng  Edward  I.     Edward^  After  thisj  fent  his  Letters,  particularly, 
to  require  the  aforefaid  revolted  Lords,  as  well  as  all 
the  reft  of  the  great  Men  who  were  then  in  England '* 
that,  as  they  regarded  him,  or  the  Honour  of  the  Eng~ 
Ufa  Nation,  they  mould  march  directly  into  Scotland^ 
under  the  Command  of  the  Earl  of  Warren,  who  he 
had  conftituted  his  Vicegerent  for  that  Expedition. 
He,  alfo,  appointed  a  Day  for  them  to  meet  at  Tork  (I), 
and  in  the  mean  Time  to  get  themfelves  in  Readinefs, 
to  proceed  from  thence  and  chaftife  the  Scotijh  Rebels. 
This  Meeting  Ktiyghton  calls  a  Parliament  (to),  and 
therefore  we  do  the  fame  ;  though  no  farther  Bufinefs 
was  done  at  k  than  to  try  whether  the  Scotch  Lords 
would  come  to  this  Meeting,  as  Edward  by  his  Letters 
had  fummoned  them  to  do,  without  any  Excufe  ; 
otherways  they  mould  be  taken  for  public  Enemies. 
At  the  Day  prefixed  the  Engltjb  Lords  appeared  at 
Tork ;  there  were,  particularly,  the  Eart  of  Warren* 
the  King's  General ;  the  Earl  of  Ghucefter ;  the  Earl 
Marefchal the  Earls  of  Hereford  vaftArmd&l*  Guy,  Son 
to  the  Earl  of  Warwick  John  de  Scgrave*  and  many 
other  Lords.    The  firft  Thing  they  went  upon  was 
the  Confideration  of  themfelves ;  and  accordingly  they 
had  Magna  Cbarta*  the  For  eft  Charter \  with  all  the 
additional  Articles,  read  publickly  in  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  Tork  ;  and  the  Bilhop  of  Carlip^  in  Pon- 
tijjcalibus,  pronounced  the  Sentence  of  Excommunica- 
tion on  all  thofe  that  offended  againft  them.  And, 
as  the  Scotijh  Lords  did  not  think  fit  to  appear,  accor- 
ding to  Summons,  nor  fend  any  one  to  anfwer  for 
them,  it  was  agreed  that  in  eight  Days  following  every 
one  Ihould  appear  in  Arms  at  Newcajfle  upon  Tyne, 
and  fo  to  march  againft  the  Enemy. 

In  the  mean  Time  Edtuard  having  concluded  a 
Truce  for  two  Years  with  France,  turned  all  his 
Thoughts  on  Scotland*  and  fent  Wosd  to  the  Earl  of 
Warden,  hb  General,  not  to  proceed  with  the  Army 
any  farther  than  Berwick  'till  his  Return.  He  arrived 
there  in  Perfon  fome  fhort  Time  after  i  and  the  firft 

Thing 

(/)  Oliavit  S.  Hillarii,  Jan.  ±1.  Knyghtoo- 

[m)  Tjt  ret  is  again  in  a  Pet  for  the  Canon's  calling  this  a  Paifo&icnt* 
tt  wanting  the  Sanftwn  of  the  Ccmmtm  >t  it* 
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Thing  that  the  King  did  aiier  his  coming  back  to  Kbg Edward  I. 
England was  to  remove  the  Courts  of  Exchequer  and 
King's  Bench  from  London  to  TerJt(n)  ',  and  then  he  AnD0  Regni  l6, 
called  a  Parliament  to  meet  m  that  City,  where  the  1*98. 
Scotch  Lords  were  again  fummoned  to  appear  at  it  -t 
which  they  not  regarding,  he  ient  out  his  Commiflion 
of  Array,  ordering  all  his  Subjects  to  be  ready  with 
Horfe  and  Harneis,  at  Rohjborough^  on  the  Feaft  of  Th«  Scots  are  * 
St  John  Baptijl  following,  which  was  done  according-  gain  routed, 
ly.    After  this  happened  the  fatal  Battle  of  Falkirk ; 
in  which  the  Enghjh  gained  a  compleat  Victory  over 
the  Scotch  Army,  and  retook  all  the  Towns  and  For- 
trefles  which  had  been  loft  in  the  King's  Abfence. 

Soon  after  this  victorious  King's  Return  into  Eng-  AnnoRcgnW 
lond,  he  called  a  Parliament  to  London  (0)  to  meet  in      1*99.' 17 
Ltnt)  1299.    The  firft  Thing  that  was  done  at  this  At  I(Omi0B 
Meeting  was  to  read  before  them  the  Pope*s  Inftru- 
mcnt  of  Award,  between  the  two  Kings  of  France 
and  England^  wjio  had  agreed  to  make  him,  as  a  pri- 
vate Perfon,  only,  under  the  Name  of  Benedicl  Caje- 
gfff,  the  amicable  Compofer  and  Arbiter  of  all  Wars,  T^tJ^hi*£ 
Controversies,  Differences,  and  Caufes  whatever  mo- foTbetwccnSe 
ved  between  them.    This  Character  was  worthy  of  Kings  of  England 
the  Cbrijlian  Pontiffs  and  accordingly  he  did  award  and  France* 
and  pronounce. 

I.  That  there  Ihould  be  a  firm  and  (table  Peace 
between  the  two  Kings.  II.  That  the  voluntary  for- 
bearing of  Hoftility,  and  the  Truce  lately  made  and 
confirmed  between  the  two  Kings,  fhould  be  in- 
violably obferved.  III.  That  the  King  of  England 
fhould  marry  Margaret  the  King  of  France's  Sifter, 
and  endow  her  with  15,000/.  Turnois  (/.  3750/. 
Sterling)  per  Annum.  IV.  That  Ifabeh  the  Daughter 
of  the  King  of  France*  not  then  feven  Years  old, 
(hould  at  convenient  Time,  be  married  to  Edward  the 

King 


(«)  The  Ordinance  for  removing  the  Courts  of  Juftice  to  York,  n  faid 
by  Ryl<y  to  be  made  in  a  Parliament  at  London,  in  E offer,  thu  Year  j 
tt  qu«d Scaccarius  et  Bancus  tint  infra  CallcUutx  fcbor,  & *■ 

RjUj.  P.  215. 

[e>\  Tliis  Parliament,  as  Starve  writes,  was  heM  at  StchetdnaiL,  [S/r/- 
I»9jJ  a«ar  Linden,  in  UiC  Houfe  of  Utnry  rVjllin,  tben  Mayor  ot  L»«- 


iSfMtv's  Cbran. 
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King  Edward  I.  King  of  England's  Son,  then  thirteen  Years 

with  the  Dower  of  1 S,ooo  /.  Turnois  per  Annum.. 
V.  That  all  Goods  on  either  Side,  Ships  efpecially, 
taken  before  the  War,  and  then  not  imbezeled  orde- 
ftroyed,  mould  be  reftored  ;  and  if  deftroyed  and  not 
to  be  found,  then  either  King  to  make  Satisfaction  at 
the  Requeft  of  each  other.  VI.  That  all  the  Lands, 
Vaflals,  and  Goods,  which  the  King  of  England  had 
in  France  before  the  War,  which  he  may  have  reftored 
to  him  by  virtue  of  this  Compromife,  he  {hould  have 
and  enjoy  under  Juch  Conditions  and  Security  as  {hall 
be  awarded.  VII.  That  all  the  Lands,  Vaflals,  and 
Goods,  which  the  King  of  France  was  then  polTefled 
of,  that  were  the  King  of  England's  before  the  War, 
and  thofe  the  King  of  England  was  then  poflefied  ofs 
{hould  be  put  into  the  Hands  and  Pofleffion  of  the  Pope, 
and  fo  to  remain  until  the  Kings  themfelves  agreed  a- 
bout  ihem,  of  he  {hould  order  what  was  therein  to  be 
done,  without  Prejudice  to  the  Lands,  Vaflals,  and 
Goods ;  or  the  Kings*  as  to  the  Pofleflion,  Detention 
or  Property  of  them. 

This  Pronunciation  or  Award  was  dated  at  the 
Pope's  Palace  at  Rome,  on  the  20th  of  June,  1298 
26th  of  Edward  I. 

To  which  Award,  when  it  was  read  in  Parliament, 
alt  the  Clergy  and  Laity  gave  their  Confent  (p). 

And  now  the  Lords  and  Commons  {q)  prefled  the  King 
to  ratify,  in  Per  fen,  the  Great  Charter i,  with  the  addi- 
tional At  ticks ,  which  he  had  only  done  by  Commifliori 
before.  Edward  was  very  fliy  in  this  Matter  j  loth" 
he  was  To  grant  their  full  Requefts,  and  as  unwilling 
to  deny  them.  To  gain  Time  he  made  no  prefent 
Anfwer ;  and  when  he  was  yet  more  urged  to  per- 
form bis  Promife,  he  left  the  City  without  their  Know- 
ledge, which,  they  finding  out,  followed  him,  and 
feemed  much  difcontented  at  his  Conduct.  Edward 
excufed  himfelf  to  them,  by  complaining  that  the  Air 
of  the  City  was  prejudicial  to  his  Health,  and  came 
but  into  the  Country  for  a  Time  to  recover  it  i  he 
defired  that  they  would  go  back  10  the  City,  and  they 

{houli 


; 


(p)  PLh  omnt's  &  Cleruu 
(f  )  Pnterti  et  CmmnfU 
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lhould  have  an  Anfwer  by  his  Council,  Co  far  as  it  King  Edward  I. 
Ihould  ftand  with  Reafon  to  content  them.  They  re* 
turned  to  the  City,  and  foon  after  the  Charters  were 
fent  them  confirmed  according  to  their  Requefts,  ex- 
cept that  at  the  latter  End  of  them  were  added  thefe 
Words,  Salvo  femper  Statu  Corona,  faving  always  the 
Rights  of  the  Crown.  But  this  Addition  fo  offended 
the  Lords,  that  they  broke  up  and  returned  Home  in 
as  great  a  Difpleafure  againft  the  King  as  before. 

(r)  The  Council  doubting  fome  feditious  Practices 
might  enfue,  delivered  the  Charters,  fealed  and  figned 
as  they  were,  to  the  Sheriffs  of  London,  that  the  fame 
might  be  read  openly  before  the  People.    This  was 
accordingly  done  at  PauTt  Crofs>  in  the  Prefence  of  a 
great  Aflembly  there  met  for  that  Purpofe.   The  Peo- 
ple, before  they  heard  the  additional  Words%  gave  many 
Bleflings  to  the  King  for  thefe  Grants ;  but,  they  no 
looner  heard  the  Conclufion,  than  they  curfed,  fays 
our  Authority,  as  faft  as  they  had  bleiTed,  However, 
the  King  finding  no  other  Way,  before  this  Parlia- 
ment was  diffolved,  gave  Notice  to  the  Lords  to  meet 
again  after  Eafttr,  and  then  he  granted  them  all  they 
had  defired.    The  Perambulation  of  Forefts  was  ap- 
pointed to  three  Bifliops,  three  Earls,  and  three  Ba- 
rons ;  and  this  was  the  lafting  Confirmation  of  Magna 
Charta  (f). 

The  Scots  having  again  bred  a  great  DifturbanCe, 
and  brought  the  Englifo  Garrifons,  left  in  their  Towns, 
to  much  Diftrefs  j  the  King  found  himfelf  obliged  to  %1* 
march  his  Army  once  more  againft  them.  In  his 
Way  thither  he  held  a  Parliament  at  Torky  at  Mar-  At  York» 
tinmafi  ;  but  no  Mention  is  made,  that  we  can  find, 
of  any  Thing  done  at  it.  The  Winter  being  exceed- 
in  fharp,  the  King  was  obliged  to  ftay  in  that  City 
until  the  Spring  following. 

But,  very  early  in  that  Seafon  he  made  another  The  Scott  again 
Inroad  into  Scotland,  and  again  fubaued  thofe  refo-  tcv?uj  »d  «* 


lute  Spirits,  and  obliged  them  to  fue  to  him,  in  a  moft 
Vol.  I.  N  fubmiflive 


again  fuWueJ, 


(r)  Hotting /bead's  Chron.  from  the  Chron.  of  Abiftgten* 

(i)  There  are  feveral  Statutes  extant  fiid  to  be  made  in  this  Year, 

*7th  Edward  I.  of  which  the  Statute  dt  falfa  Mwta  is  the  moft  rc# 

nurkable.   See  Statures  at  large ,  An.  1299. 
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King  Edwud  I*  fubmiffive  Manner,  for  Peace.  At  his  Return,  the 
King  iflued  out  Writs,  dated  at  Berwick,  for  calling  a 
Ann\foo!"  l8'  Parliament  to  meet  him  at  Wtftminficr  the  fecond  Sun- 
Jay  in  Lent ;  in  which  the  Great  Charters  were  re- 
AtWeftminfter.  newe(j  amj  connTrne(],  and  a  new  Statute  was  made  for 
the  better  explaining  them,  called  Articuli  faper  Char- 
tas,  (t)  or  Articles  upon  the  Charters* 

Mr  Tyrrell,  the  Follower  and  Detector  of  Dr  Brady, 
will  not  allow  that  the  King  made  thefe  Conceflions 
alio,  to  the  Public,  without  great  Relu&ancy.  He 
fays,  *  That  though  pur  'Printed  Hiftorians  do  not 
mention  it,  yet  a  Manufcript  Author  of  that  Time 
relates,  concerning  this  Tran faction,  That  the  King 
MagnaChas.  was  at  firft  loth  to  grant  this  Requeft  of  the  Archbi- 
ta,&c  ferVrftiop  and  Barons,  and  therefore  to  avoid  it,  tryed  10 
f  atiBedin  Par-  work  upon  each  of  the  Lords  apart,  ibme  by  fair 
,l3mEnt-  Words  and  Promifes,  and  others  by  Prefents,  to  put 
off  this  Bufinefs  'till  the  next  Parliament  after  Mi- 
chaelmas ;  and  therefore  now  defircd  no  more  Aid  of 
them,  than  a  twentieth  Part  of  their  Goods  ;  and 
through  thefe  fubtile  Methods  he  prevailed  with  great- 
er Part  of  them  :  Yet,  notwithstanding  this,  the  Bi- 
ihops.  and  many  of  the  molt  confider able  Noblemen, 
ftill  periifted  in  their  firft  Demand  of  having  the  Char- 
ters confirm'd,  and  that  the  Bilhops  and  Earls  mould 
rJfo .  put  their  Seals  to  them  ;  at  which  Propofals  the 
King,  much  offended,  afked  them,  If  they  took  him 
fir  a  Deceiver  ?  Whereupon  the  Lords  defifted  for  a 
few  Days  from  their  Petition  ;  yet  at  laft  the  King  be- 
ing prevail4*!  on,  by  the  Perfuafions  of  fome  that  were 
near  about  him,  went  into  fFejiminfter-Hall,  and  there 
confirm'J  the  Great  Charter,  with  the  Articles  upon 
it,  which  he  cauied  to  be  read  before  all  there  prefent, 
and  then  ordered  his  Great  Seal  to  be  put  to  it;  and, 
i'peaking  in  Ettgl}Jht  commanded  the  Archbifliop,  If  he 
knew  the  faid  Articles  to  be  deficient  in  any  Point% 
that  he  Jhould  declare  it9  and  they  Jbmld  be  prefentfy 
amended:  Then  he  permitted  the  Archbifhop  and  Bi- 
fhopsto  denounce  all  thole  Excommunicated  that  mould 
prefume  to  break  or  infringe  the  faid  Charters,  or  any 
Thing  therein  contain'd.    This  prudent  Adl  was  very 

feafonable 

0)  Statute*  at  larpk  4nt  t$QQt   Cekth  »d  foft,  537, 
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feaforfable,  and  quieted  the  angry  Minds  of  the  No-  Kir*  Edwd  1 
bility,  efpecially  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  the  Lord 
Walter  Beauchamp,  Steward  of  the  King's  Houfliold, 
who  were  like  to  have  gone  into  their  Countries  to 
have  raifed  Forces  to  compel  the  King,  had  he  not 
voluntarily  agreed  to  do  it, 

The  next  Year  King  Edward  called  a  Parliament  Anno  TLcgoi  zg. 
to  meet  at  Lincoln  (u),  on  the  Eve  of  St  Hillary,  or  fa-  liQ1> 
fmary  iz.    The  Writ  for  the  calling  of  this  Parlia-  At  Lincoln, 
ment,  with  the  King's  Reafons,  being  very  extraor- 
dinary, we  fhall  here  give  the  Subftance  thereof. 

After  a  Recital,  1  That  the  King  had  granted  the 
1  Charter  of  the  Foreft,  and  had  afligned  Commiffio- 

*  Tiers,  in  every  Country  where  there  were  Forefts,  to 

*  make  Perambulations,  and  to  report  them  to  him- 

*  felf  before  any  Execution  was  done  thereon,  that 

*  bis  own  Oath,  the  Rights  of  the  Crown,  his  Rea- 

*  fons  and  Claims,  as  well  as  thofe  of  all  others  might 

*  be  faved;  and  though  the  faid  Commiflioners  had 

*  already  returned  to  him  what  they  had  done,  yet 
'  becaufe  the  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  and  Great  Men 

*  of  the  Kingdom,  in  whole  Prefence  he  would  have 

*  his  own  and  the  Reafons  of  all  others  propofed  and 

*  heard,  were  not  then  prefent  with  him  ;  fince  there 

*  were  others  who  were  bound  with  himfelf  to  ob- 

*  ferve  and  maintain  the  Laws  and  Rights  of  his 

*  Crown  ;  and  farther,  that  thofe  who  ought  to  pro- 
'  pound  their  Reafons  concerning  this  Matter,  had  no 

*  Notice  of  it,   without  whofe  Advice  a  good  End 

*  could  not  be  put  to  it :  Therefore,  becaufe  this  Bu- 
'  linefs  might  be  difpaiched  without  Delay,  he  was 

*  willing  to  have  a  Conference  and  Treaty  with  the 
'  Prelates,  Earls,  and  Barons,  and  Great  Men  afore- 

*  faid,  and  others  of  the  Community  of  the  Kingdom ; 
concerning  this  Affair,  and  other  arduous  Matters 
touching  himfelf  and  the  State  of  the  Kingdom  ; 
he  therefore  commanded  and  firmly  enjoin'd  him  the 
faid  Sheriff  of  Cumberland,  to  caufe  to  appear  before 
the  King  at  bis  Parliament  at  Lincoln^  on  the  Oc- 
taves of  St  Hillary  next  coming,  two  Knights  of  his 
County,  viz.  Thofe  who  tame  for  the  Communis 

N  z  1  ty 

(*)  Mat.  JVefttaitiftef.  Knyghton  fays  Stamfiri.    The  Statute^ 

Ejfbettorikutwis  made  at  this  Time,   Sterna  at  iargt,  An.  ijei, 
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Kiflg Edward  I.  *  ty  of  the  County  by  his  Precept  to  the  laft  Parliament, 

*  am  alp  the  fame  Citizens  and  the  fame  Burgeffes  for 
4  all  the  Cities  and  Est roughs   within  his  Bailiwick  ; 

*  and  if  any  of  them  were  dead,  or  infirm,  then  to 

*  caufe  others  to  be  chofen,  and  come  in  their  Stead  ; 
«  fo  that  they  might  be  prefent  at  the  Day  and  Place 
«  aforefaid,  with  full  Power  to  hear  and  do  what  mould 
«  be  then  ordained  for  the  common  Profit  of  the  King- 
«  dom.'  , 

Then  the  Writ  concludes  with  a  Claufe  of  allowing 
the  Knights  and  Citizens  reafonable  Expences  in  com- 
ing to,  flaying  at,  and  returning  from  the  Parliament ; 
and  with  a  farther  Command  to  the  Sheriffs,  to  make 
Proclamation  in  their  Counties,  *  That  all  thofe  who 

*  would  put  in  any  Exceptions  againft  the  faid  Peram- 

*  bulations,  mould  appear  before  him,  and  exhibit 

*  them  in  Parliament/  JVttnefs  the  King  at  the{v) 
Rofe  the  fix  and  twentieth  of  September,  in  the  eight 
end  tzientieth  Tear  of  his  Reign. 

The  like  W rirs  were  fent  to  al!  other  Counties  of 
England,  except  Chefnre  and  the  Bimoprick  of  Dur- 
ham {iu). 

This  is  the  Subftance  of  the  Writ  of  Summons  in 
Engliflt  wherein  the  Reafons  are  given  why  the  Per- 
ambulations could  not  be  received  and  confidered 
fooner :  And  the  Writs  to  the  Biihops,  Earls,  and 
Barons,  were  in  the  fame  Form  and  Words,  as  to  the 
Reafons  of  it,  as  thofe  to  the  Commons, 

The  King  wrote  alfo  to  the  Commiflioners,  that 
had  made  the  faid  Perambulations,  to  be  at  this  Par- 
liament, and  bring  with  them  thofe  Perambulations, 
;;nd  all  Things  that  concern'd  them. 

At  the  Opening  of  this  Aflembly,  Roger  de  Braba- 
zon,  the  King's  Chief  Clerk,  or  Secretary,  and  Privy 
Councellor,  made  them  an  excellent  Speech  on  the 

King's 

(v)  Raff  Cnjllt  in  Cumberland  }  now  the  Biihop  of  CarliJWt  Palicc. 
i'^uj  Dr  Brady  fays  Cbcjbhe  only,  but  it  is  bis  Miftalte,  for  Dur- 
La>r  fent  no  Members  till  the  25th  of  Charles  II,    See  Stet.  at  large. 

Tyrre!  obferves,  that  the  Dotfor  hath,  in  hi§  IntroJuelim,  drawn 
fume  Arguments  from  this  Wrir,  to  prove  that  the  King  might  antr- 
enrJy  have  tan  fed  what  Meiers  be  pleeffd  to  be  returned  to  Parlia- 
ment .-  But  that  he  had  tulJy  anfwerM  thofe  Argument  j  and  prints 
4he  Writ  t'trbsttim  from  the  Record  in  Support  of  the  contrary  Opinion, 

Tjrrtl,  Vol.  3 
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King's  Behalf,  to  this  Effect.    *  His  Majefty  has  or-  King  Edward 

*  dered  me  to  let  you  underftand,  That  whatever  he 
4  hath  done  in  his  late  Wars,  hath  been  perform'd  by 

*  your  joint  Confent  and  Allowance  ;  but  that  lately, 

*  by  Reafon  of  the  fudden  lncurfion  of  the  Scots,  and 

*  the  malicious  Contrivances  of  the  French,  the  King 

*  hath  been  put  to  fuch  extraordinary  Expences,  that 

*  being  quite  deftitute  of  Money,  he  therefore  defires 
c  a  Pecuniary  Aid  of  You,  viz.  a  Fifteenth  of  your 

*  Temporal  Eftates.'  Hereupon  the  Nobility  and 
Commons  began  to  murmur,  and  complained  griev- 
©ufly  again  ft  the  King*s  menial  Servants  and  Officers, 
for  feveral  violent  Deprecations  and  Extortions.  Af- 
terwards, they  defired  that  the  liberties  contained  in 
the  Great  Charter  mould  remain  for  ever  in  rull  Force. 
Alfo,  they  requefted  the  King  that  the  Disforeftings, 
by  which  the  richer  Sort  had  encroached  much  upon 
the  Poor,  and  which  he  had  often  promifed  mould  be 
amended,  might  be  now  ordered  to  be  done  without 
more  Delay.  Thefe  and  fome  other  Articles,  which 
they  eameltly  prefs'd  the  King  to  grant,  protracted 
this  Seflion  feveral  Days.  At  laft,  fays  our  Authority, 
the  King  perceiving  that  they  would  not  defift  from 
their  Demands,  nor  would  fupply  his  Neceflities  with- 
out they  were  granted  ;  he  anfwered,  that  he  was 
ready  to  do  what  they  would  have  him,  and  if  they 
had  any  Thing  elfe  to  alk,  it  mould  be  granted.  Then 
the  Charter  of  Liberties  and  that  of  the  Forefts  were 
again  renewed,  and  feard  with  the  King's  Seal ;  they 
were  afterwards  carried  into  every  County  in  England* 
and  when  read  before  the  People,  the  Sentence  of  the 
greater  Excommunication*  as  ordained  by  the  Archbi- 
fliop  of  Canterbury*  and  the  reft  of  the  Bifhops,  a- 
gainft  the  Violators  of  them,  was  proclaimed  amongft 
them.  For  this  Confirmation  of  their  Liberties,  this 
Parliament  granted  the  King  a  Fifteenth  of  all  their 
moveable  Goods  to  take  Place  at  Michaelmafi  follow- 
ing* But  the  Archbiftiop  of  Canterbury  again  refusd  to 
lay  any  T;ix  upon  his  Clergy,  or  on  any  of  the  Tem- 
poralities annexed  to  the  Church,  without  a  fpecial 
Licence  from  the  Pope. 

Mi  Tyrreh  tho'  no  Friend  to  the  Prerogative,  has 
N  3  S*v«i 
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KiogldwwdL  given  us  an  Abftratt  from  an  old  Manufcript  Chro- 
nicle, wherein  the  infolent  Demands  of  the  Baror.s 
run  near  as  high  againft  this  great  King,  as  they  did 
againft  his  weak  Father  :  The  great  Council  of  the. 
Nobility  being  continued,  after  the  Commons  were 
ri/en,  ttll  towards  the  latter  End  of  Lent,  they  began 
to  fall  upon  feveral  ra£h  and  imprudent  Projedb  and 
Demands ;  as,  That  the  Chancellor,  Chief-  Jufticc, 
and  Treafurer  mould  be  chofen  and  appointed  by  the 
Community  of  the  Kingdom  ;  which  To  far  provoked 
the  King,  that  he  return'd  them  this  refolute  Anfwer, 

The  King's  re-   T  Perceive  vou  would  at  your  Pleafure  male  your  King 

ih^DctlTU0-1  iruck{<  *****  md  hrini  bim  under  Subjett.on.  Why 
the  Barons,  to  have  you  not  aiked  the  Crown  of  me  alfof  whiljl  at  the 
which  they  i^o- fame  lime  you  look  upon  that  as  very  fit  and  neieffary 
for  your  felves,  which  you  grudge  me  that  am  your  King  ; 
For  it  is  lawful  fir  every  one  of  you,  as  Majler  of  bis 
own  Family,  to  take  in,  or  turn  out  what  Servants  he 
pleafei  \  but  iff  may  appoint  my  Chancellor^  Chief- 
Jufim,  f  ujiiciary,  and  Treajurer,  I  will  he  no  longer 
your  King  ;  yet  if  they,  or  any  other  Officers  jhall  do 
yon  any  Wrong  or  InjuflUe,  and  Complaint  be  made  of 
it  to  me,  you  pail  then  have  fame  Reafon  to  complain  if 
you  are  not  righted. 

This  fo  reafonable  Anfwer  of  the  King's,  made 
thofe  aftiamed  that  were  for  thefe  Alterations  ;  and 
though  leveral  of  them  defired  Trouble  and  Diftur- 
bance,  rather  than  Pence  and  Quietude,  yet  me  major 
Part  of  the  Nobility  feeing  thefe  Defigns  to  be  vain 
and  frivolous,  humbly  begged  the  King's  Pardon  for 
their  Preemption, 

The  King  and  his  Barons  being  thus  perfectly  re- 
conciled, an  elegant  Epiftle,  as  Matthew  Wtftminjler 
calls  it-  was  wrote  to  the  Pope,  fealed  with  one  Hun- 
dred Seals,  in  order  to  prove  the  Right  which  the 
gnglijb  Kings  had  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland,  from  the 
earlieft  Times,  againft  the  falfe  Suggeftions,.  adds  he, 
of  the  perjured  Scots,  who  had  avouched  otherwife. 
In  this  Parliament,  alfo,  the  King  created  his  eldeft 
Son,  Prince  Edward,  Prince  of  Wales  and  Earl  of 

Chtfier-, 
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Chcftet  j  to  the  no  fmall  Joy  of  the  Welch,  as  this  King  Edward  J. 
Prince  was  born  amongft  them. 

One  great  End  of  a  Parliament's  being  called  by*rbe  Pope  daimt 
the  King  at  this  Time  was,  to  lay  before  them  a  Let- the  Kingdom  of 
ter  he  had  received  from  the  Pope  ;  wherein  his  Ho- jg^*' 
linefs  claimed  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland,  as  a  Right  $«. 
belonging  to  the  See  of  Rome  (w) ;  and  for  that  Rea- 
fon,  when  be  iflued  his  Writs  for  the  Calling  of  this 
Parliament,  the  King;  wrote  alfp  to>  fome  of  his  own 
Clerks,  fevera!  Deans  of  Cathedral  Churches,  feveral 
Archdeacons,  Officials  and  Others,  that  had  the  beft 
Reputation  for  Lawyers  in  thofe  Times,  to  come  to 
this  Parliament,  for  he  lhould  then  have  Occaiion  to 
treat  particularly,  with  Lawyers  and  Others  of  his 
Council,  abom  the  Right  and  Dominion  he  and  his 
Anceftors  had  to  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland.  To  the 
lame  Purpofe  he  wrote,  alfo,  to  the  Chancellors  of 
both  Univerlkies,  to  fend  to  this  Parliament  the  moft 
expert  and  knowing  Men  in  the  Written -Law.  And, 
further,  he  lent  his  Writs  to  feveral  Deans  and  Chap- 
ters, to  feveral  Abbots,  Priors,  and  their  Convents, 
to  fearch  their  Archives,  and  fend  all  their  Chroni- 
cles, in  which  was  to  be  found  any  Thing  relating  to 
his  Title  to  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland. 

The  Pope  alledged,  in  his  Letter,  that  the  King  .of 
England*  both  againft  Reafon  and  Juilice,  had  made 
that  Claim  ;  for  which  he  gave  the  following  Reafons. 

*  That  King  Henry  III.  had  aficed  Aid  of  Alexander, 
-  King  of  Scotland,  againft  Simon  Alontfort,  and  his 

*  other  rebellious  Barons ;  and  the  fame  King  Henry 

*  acknowledged  by  his  Letters,  that  he  fought  not  this ' 

*  Aid  from  the  faid  King  Alexander,  as  a  Service  due 

*  to  him,  but  merely  out  of  Favour.    Secondly,  When 

*  the  faid  King  ^Alexander  came  to  the  Coronation  of 

■  the  faid  King  Henry,  he  came,  only,  as  a  Friend 

*  and  out  of  Kindnefs,  &c.    And,  as  Edward  King 

*  pf  England,  after  the  Death  of  Alexander had  at- 

■  tacked  and  fubdued  the  Realm  of  Scotland^  for  want 

*  of  a  Governor,  to  himfelf,  He  declared  it  was  con- 

*  trary  to  Juftice  and  the  Liberty  of  the  See  of  Rome. 

♦  *  And 


£jr)  B*  Brady,  Vgl.  a.  p.  7 1,  frem  th*  fuhlic  Recmfj, 
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KJngtdwarar.  c  And  that  the  faid  King  Edward  had  fupprefied  all 

*  the  Scotch  Bifhops,  and  held  them  under  Subjection 

*  to  him,  againft  the  Cortftitution  of  the  Catholic 

*  Church  in  general,  and  the  See  of  Rome  in  par- 

*  ticular.* 

The  King,  by  the  Advice  of  his  Parliament,  return* 
ed  this  Anfwer  to  that  Part  of  the  Letter  wherein  the 
Pope  commanded  Edward  to  fend  his  Proftors  and 
Meflengers  to  the  Court  of  Rome*  to  (hew  what  Right 
he  had  to  claim  the  Realm  of  Scotland,  That  he  did  not 
think  fit  to  fay  any  thing  to  it  him/elf,  tut  that  the  whole 
Barony  of  England  would  write  to  his  Holinefsy 
that  their  King  could  not  ael  in  that  Manner ,  nor  refer 
a  Rights  which  was  fo  clear  and  opent  to  the  doubtful 
Judgment  of  another  Court  (%). 

However,  the  King  hunfelf  thought  proper  to  dif- 
femble  his  Anger  againft  the  Holy  Father,  for  this  ex- 
traordinary Stretch  of  Papal  Authority  againft  him  ; 
and  accordingly  anfwered  the  Pope's  Letter  in  a  very 
fubmifiive  Manner  [a):  He  was,  alfo,  very  copious  in 
the  Declaration  of  his  Right  that  he  had  to  Scotland* 
and  began  his  Claim  from  King  Brute  and  his  Trojans ; 
and,  no  doubt  to  amufe  the  Italians  who  could  not 
contradidt  it,  carry 'd  his  Title  clear  thro*  the  fabulous 
Hiftory  of  Gcsfry  Monmcuth^  &c.  But  the  Lords  were 
more  explicite  in  theirs,  and  made  out  their  Meaning 
very  plain  to  his  Holjnefs ;  which  Letter  as  it  is  fin- 
The  whole Bar»-  gular  in  its  Kind,  preserved  in  the  Collection  of  Publick 
mge  of  England,  A tls  fb],  and  was  entirely  a  Parliamentary  Proceeding, 
?Ja£'  muft'find  a  Place  in  our  Hiftory.  Be  fides,  the  Names 
of  thole  Lords,  whom  Dr  Hmcl  calls  A  Lijl  of  thofe 

worthy 


(s)  The  Pope's  Letter  to  the  King  containing  this  Demand,  the  King's 
Anfwer,  with  his  Claim  to  Scvtlandt  and  the  Baroru  Letter  to  the  Holy 
Father,  but  without  all  their  Names,  are  preferved  in  Mat,  Wtfminjkr. 
The  King's  Claim  is  alfg  in  Rjnxr'*  Fad.  fitb  Anno  J301,  Tom.  a. 
P.  B63. 

(a)  This  Moderation,  on  fuch  an  Occafion,  when  the  King  was  high- 
ly provoked  at  the  Pope's  Pretenfiona,  muft  be  afcribed  to  the  Need  ho 


had  of  him  in  the  Affair  relating  to  the  Reftttutiofi  of  the  Dutchy  of 
Gvjrxne,  Rapji\. 

{b)  Xjmcr's  Ftcdera,  Tom.  ».  Page  873,  4,  5,  Edtt.  fecund*. 
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worthy  Patriots  who  withjlood  Papal  UJurpation,  de-  KIjls 
ferves  to  be  carried  down  10  laieft  Pofterity  (c). 

The  Tranflation  of  this  Letter  is  as  follows: 

To  the  moft  holy  Father  in  Chrift,  Boniface,  by  Divine 
Providence*  Sovereign  Pontiff'  of  the  See  of  Rome, 
his  obedient  Sons, 

*  William  de  Breufe,  Baron 
of  Gower  ; 

<  Robert  de  Monthault,  Ba- 
ron of  Hawardyn  ; 

c  Robert  de  TateJhaU,  Baron 
of  Buckenbatn  % 

*  Remold  de  Grey,  Baron 
of  Ruthin ; 

<  /fr/rry  dSr  Grvy,  Baron  of 
Codnore  ; 

4  Hugh  Bardolph,  Baron 
of  Wirmgeye  ; 

*  -Rtf^r/  <fr  Baron 
of  Caftle-Mawde ; 

'  Robert  de  Clifford,  Chat- 

tellaine  of  Appleby ; 
1  P*fcr  rf*  ^fo/i?  Z-jrz/,  or 
Mawley,  Baron  of  i&W- 

*  William  de  Ros,  Baron 
of  Hamlake  [Helm/ley) ; 

■  Philip,  Baron  of  Awk-  ; 
«  £M*r/  Fitz-Rtger>  Bar- 
ron of  C lover i ng  j 

*  ^  Aftf*tf»,  Baron  of 
Duneftar ; 

*  Jimerick  de  St  Amand, 
Baron  of  Widehay ; 

■  William  de  Ferrers,  Ba- 
ron of  Groby  j 


1        Earl  JPirrM  ; 

*  Thomas  Earl  of  L*ncafler\ 

*  4«  Mount-hermer; 
Earl  of  Ghucefter  and 
Hereford ; 

1  Humphry  de  Bohun,  Earl 
of  Hertford  and 
and  Conftable  of 

*&^r  Earl  of 

Norfolk,  and  Marefchal 
of  England  \ 

*  Gk?  Earl  of  Warwick ; 

*  Richard  Earl  of  Arundel ; 

*  Adomer  de  Valence,  Baron 

of  Menterney  j 

*  /fairy  <fc  Lamajter,  Ba- 

ron of  Monmouth  ; 

*  j^ifej;  <fc  Hajlings,  Baron 

Of  Bergtvenny ; 

*  Henry  de  Percy,  Baron  of 

*  Bdmond  de  Mortimer,  Ba- 
ron of  Wigmore  ; 

*  fofcrf  Fitz-Walter,  Ba- 
ron of  Wodham ; 

1  William,  Baron  jl/tf#w  i 

*  7«5w  <te  Sf  7^«,  Baron 
of  Hannah ; 

*  <fc  ^r/,  Baron  of 
Swane/lampe ; 


(0  ttwoiWs  Medulla  Hift.  Anglican*. 

Thi:,  Catalogue  of  the  Nobility  u  atfb  printed  in  Helling /bead 't  Chro* 
bjcIl  j  but  they  arc  ftrangeiy  called  out  of  their  Names  and  TitJtt  in 
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King  Edward  I.  *  Alan  de  Zouch,  Baron  of 

Theobald  de  Verdun,  Ba- 
ron of  Webberley ; 

*  Thomas  de  Fumival,  Ba~ 
ron  of  Sheffield; 

*  Thomas  de  Mulun,  Baron 
of  Egremont ; 

*  JVilliam  le  Latimer,  Ba- 
ron of  Torby  \ 

*  Thomas  Baron  Berkley ; 

*  Fowlk  Fitz-Wamny  Ba- 
ron of  Mttington ; 

*  7^/1,  Baron  Segrave ; 

*  Edmund  de  Eimourt,  Ba- 
ron of  Thargarton  ; 

*  Corbet  y  Baron  of 

*  William  de  Cantdupe,  Ba- 
ron of  Ravenfthorpe ; 

*  Beauchamp,  Ba- 
ron of  Hacehe  ; 

*  .K^r  ^  Mortimer,  Ba- 
ron of  Penkethlin ; 

'  y«8«  Ftz-R eimld, Baron 
of  Blenleveny  ; 

*  cfr  A^/V,  Baron  of 

*  ^Wff  Fitz-Alane,  Baron 
of  BedaU ; 

*  William  Marfhal,  Baron 
of  Hengham ; 

*  Baron  of 
ter combe ; 

*  William  Martin*  Baron 
of  Camcis  ; 

e  ^         Baron  of 

Chilton; 
1  i?<#<r  &  Warre,  Baron  of 

*  y«/w     Rivers,  Baron  of 


■  7«Aa  A  Lantafler%  Baron 

of  Grifedale  j 
«  -litffcr/  Fitz-Paiti,  Ba- 
ron of  Lainnier ; 

*  ift«?7  Tregoze,  Baron  of 
Garinges ; 

c  &3#A  P^ri,  Baron  of 
Lunford ; 

*  Walter Baron  Faucon- 

berge; 

4  ysAfl  /*  Strange,  Baro 
of  Cmkyn ; 

*  -fi^^r  &  Strange,  Baro: 

of  ElUfmtre  ; 

*  Thomas  de  Chaurcis3  Ba- 
ron of  AV/fl« ; 

'  Walter  de  BeauchamPy 
Baron  of  Jlee/hr ; 

*  itaMri  Baron  of 

Ealefwell ; 
c  5*aA«  Boitefflrt,  Baron  of 

Mendjbam ; 
c  J^s  Engain,  Baron  o 

Colum  ; 

*  Pam,  Baron  of 
Cary-Mdlet ; 

*  j&^j  Baron  of  Well ; 

*  Simo/i9  Baron  of  Mont  a 
cute ; 

c  7?M,  Baron  of  ; 
'  jo^n       Moelles,  Baron 
of  Candihury  ; 

*  Edmund,  Baron  Stafford 

t  John  Uve/I,  'Baron  of 
Berehingy ; 

*  Edmond  de  Raftings,  Ba- 

ron of  Enchimthelmok  \ 
«         Fitz-William,  Ba- 
ron of  Grimthorpe ; 1 
1  ifo/tf/v  ^  Sfljfo,  Baron 
of  Neujells  s 


!r 
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<  William  Tuchet,  Baron  of 
Lewenhales  j 

*  John  ap  Adam*  Baron  of 

Deverflone ; 

&  Havering*  Ba- 
ron of  Grafton  •* 
1  £fl&rf  la  Ward*  Baron  of 
Whitehall;  - 

*  Nicholas  de  Segrave,  Ba- 

ron of  S/««  i 
1  Kffer  if  Teyy  Baron  of 
Stontgrave; 

*  7?^n  A?  Z/^r,  Baron  of 
IVadton  ; 

1  Euflace,  Baron  Hacche ; 
'Gflfcrf  i**^,  Baron  of 
Corby; 

*  William  Painell,  Baron  of 

Trackington  ; 
'  ifyjffl    Knovilh  Baron  of 
IVhtte-MinJler  ; 

*  &  Strange,  Baron  of 
Cor/ham 

'  i&wry  <fc  Pynhny,  Baron 
of  /ift^A ; 

*  de  Hodelefion*  Baron 
dAneys; 


<  3^*  *  Huntingjield*  Ba- Jiing  Ed^rd  j 

ron  of  Bra&enlxim ; 
8  ffitfi  Fiiz- Henry  ^  Baron, 
of  Ravenjwath ; 

*  /f  Breton,  Baron  of 

c  Nicholas  de  Carrue*B2ron 
of  Muktford ; 

*  Thomas,    Baron    if  /<» 

'  Walter  de  Muntie9  Baroa 
of  Thornton  j 

*  Jtf^i  Fitz-Marmadukty 
Baron  of  Hordcne  ■> 

*  W«»  Baron  of  Kingjlon ; 

*  xb££r/  Hafilngs,  Baron  of 
Defrree  ; 

*  fo/kp,  Baron  Gr  endow ■* 
1  ffifliam tBaron  Leybourne; 
1        df  Greyftock*  Baroa 

of  Morpeth  ; 
1  Matthew  Fitz-John,  Ba- 
ron of  Stotkenham * 

*  Nicholas  Meynill*  Baron 
of  Wherlton ; 

And 

W«  A  Painell*  Baron  of 

c  Devoutly  Kifs  his  blefled  Feet  : 

OUR  Holy  Mother,  the  Church  of  £*w<?»  by  Their  utttr  e» 
whofe  Miniftry  the  Catholick  Faith  is  govern-  the  Pdpe. 
ed,  as  we  firmly  hold  and  believe,  proceeds  upon 
mature  Deliberation  in  her  Refolutions ;  takes  Care 
to  prejudice  no  Man ;  and  is  as  folicitous  to  preferve 
the  Rights  of  other  People  as  of  her  own.  Verily, 
being  Summoned  by  our  molt  Serene  Lord,  Edward* 
by  the  Grace  of  God*  the  illultrious  King  of  Eng- 
land* to  his  General  Parliament  holden  at  Lincoln* 
the  fame  our  Lord  the  King  fhewed  us  fome  Apo- 
ftolic  Letters,  which,  upon  certain  Affairs  touching 
*  the  Condition  and  State  of  the  Realm  of  Scotland*  he 

*  had 
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*  had  received  from  your  Holinefc,  and  ferioufly  com- 
'  municated  them  to  us  all. 

*  Which  Letters,  having  heard  and  diligently  CCttfi- 

*  dered,  we  were  extremely  fliockM  at  the  Contents  o ' 

*  them,  being  altogether  new  and  unprecedented. 

*  It  is  well  known,  moft  Holy  Father,  both  in  thefe 

*  Parts,  and  other  Countries,  that  the  Realm  of  Eng- 

*  land,  from  its  firft  Inftitution,  with  the  Kings  there- 

*  of,  as  well  in  the  Times  of  the  Britons  as  Saxons, 
*'had  an  abfolute  Dominion  over  that  of  Scotland  ; 

*  and,  in  fucceeding  Times,  have  always  kept  the  Pof- 

*  feffion,  or  the  Superiority  over  the  faid  Realm.  Nor 

*  in  any  Times  did  the  faid  Realm,  by  any  Right  what- 

*  foever,  belong,  in  Temporals,  to  the  See  of  Rome. 

*  But  rather  the  faid  Realm  of  Scotland  was  always 

*  feudal  to  the  Progenitors  of  our  Lord  the  King,  from 

*  all  Antiquity.    Nor  were  the  Kings  of  Scotland*  or 

*  their  Kingdom,  ever  fnbject  or  accuftomed  to  fub- 

*  mit  to  any  other  than  to  the  Kings  of  England. 

*  Neither  have  the  Kings  of  England*  in  their  faid 

*  Kingdom,  ever  fubmitted  their  Rights,  in  Tempo- 

*  rals,  to  any  Ecclefiaftical  or  Secular  Court  i  have  ne- 

*  ver  anfwered  to  them,  nor  ought  to  anfwer,  but  have 

*  inviolably  obferved  to  keep  up  the  free  Prehemi- 

*  nence,  State  and  Dignity  of  the  fiid  Kingdom,  at  all 

*  Times. 

*  Whence,  upon  a  due  Deliberation  and  Treating 

*  upon  the  Contents  of  your  memorable  Letter,  the 

*  common  and  unanimous  Conient  of  all  and  lingular 

*  was,  is,  and  will  be,  God  willing,  for  ever. 

*  That  our  aforefaid  Lord  the  King  ought  not  to 

*  anfwer  judicially  before  you,  nor  fubmk  his  Rights 
«  over  the  Realm  of  Scotland,  nor  any  other  of  his 

*  temporal  Rights  what  foever,  to  your  doubtful  Judg- 

*  mem.    Neither  has  he  any  Reafon  to  fend  his  Mef- 

*  fengers  or  Proctors  to  plead  for  him  in  your  Pre- 

*  fence ;  particularly,  when  the  Premifles  Will  moft 

*  manifcfUy  tend  to  the  disheriting  of  the  Right  of 
■  the  Englijh  Crown,  and  its  Royal  Dignity  ;  and  the 
'  utter  Subversion  of  the  State  of  the  laid  Kingdom  ; 
c  and  be  a  Prejudice  to  our  Liberties,  Cuftoms  and  pa- 
c  ternal  Laws  j  the  Obfervation  and  Defence  of  which 

*  we 
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we  ftand  obliged,  by  our  Oaths,  to  defend  ;  and  mng 

*  which,  by  the  Help  of  God,  we  will  with  all  our 
'  Power  and  Strength  maintain.    Neither  (hall  we  hi 

*  any  wife  permit,  as  we  can  and  ought  to  hinder, 
£  fuch  unaccuftomed  Doings ;  nor  (hall  we  fuffer  our 

*  aforefaid  Lord  the  King  in  any  Manner  to  attempt 
'  to  do,  if  he  would,  fuch  undue,  prejudicial,  and, 

*  heretofore,  unheard  of  Aftions. 

1  Therefore,  we  humbly  and  reverendly  oefeech 
1  your  Holineis,  that  you  would  kindly  permit  our' 
4  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  (who,  amongll  other 

*  Princes  of  the  Earth,  mews  himfelf  a  true  Catholic, 

*  and  devoted  to  the  See  of  Rome)  to  poflefs  quietly, 

*  all  his  Rights,  Liberties,  Cuftoms  and  Laws  with- 
1  out  Diminution  or  Difturbance. 

*  In  Teftimony  of  which  we  have  put  our  Seals  to 
'  thefe  Prefents,  as  well  for  our  felves,  as  for  thewhle 
1  Community  of  the  afore/aid  Realm  a/England.* 

Mat,  Wejlminfler  mentions  two  Parliaments,  or  a 
Prorogation  of  the  lame  Parliament,  to  be  held  in 
the  next  Year ;  the  firft  on  Jufy  i ,  and  the  other 
Qclober  1 3  (c).  The  Buiinefs  they  were  both  called  for 
was  in  order  to  be  confulted  about  making  a  Peace 
with  France,  which  was  then  upon  the  Carpet*  In 
the  firft,  it  was  the  Commiflioners  Defjre  that  the  King 
himfelf  mould  go  into  France,  and  treat  perfonally 
with  the  French  King  about  it ;  a  Refolutipn,  add 
they,  that  the  great  Men  of  both  Kingdoms  would 
applaud,  and  what  the  middle  and  loweft  Sort  of  Peo- 
ple could  not  be  grieved  at.  But,  at  the  next  Meet- 
ing, this  Motion  being  ag.un  made,  it  was  ftrenuoufly 
oppofed,  and  a  Refolution  quite  contrary  was  taken 
by  the  whole  Body,  viz.  That  the  King  mould  re- 
main 

(c)  A  new  Statute  of  quo  ffarranto  is  faid  to  be  made  at  Glauajitrt 
An.  1301  j  it  probably  was  cna&ed  at  one  of  thefc  Meetings. 

Statutes  at  large.    Coke's  id  Inft,  279, 

There  are  alfo  force  Pleadings  in  Ryley  faid  10  be  made  in  Parliamen- 
ts afud  Welhn.  in  08abit  S.  Johannis  Bapt.  An,  Reg.  R.  Ed,  Fffii 
R.  Hen.  triifjimo.    P.  23 I. 

Tjrrtlf  gives  us,  alfo,  another  great  Council,  not  a  Parliament,  br- 
tauje  no  Cemmnt  were  furnrnoned,  at  StamfarJ  this  Year,  in  MiHitnt  j 
where  fomc  Complaints  were  made  that  the  Foreft  Laws  were  not  jet 
put  in  Execution,         Vol.  3,  p. 
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Edwud  I.  main  in  his  own  Dominions,  and  not  go  abroad  out 
of  England^  on  any  Command  or  Pretence  of  the 
French  King's  whatsoever  (d).  The  Annotator  on 
Rapin  mentions  another  Parliament  to  be  held  in  No- 
vember, this  Year ;  but  we  mould  rather  think,  it  muft 
be  mil  an  Adjournment  of  the  laft,  tho'  as  to  what 
was  done  at  it  Hiftory  is  filent. 

The  fame  Annotator  has  ft  ill  another  Parliament, 
not  mentioned  by  the  Hiltorians  of  the  Times,  which 
met  in  July,  An.  1305  ;  and  was  prorogued  to 
Auguji,  15*  and  again  to  September  15  ;  but  no  Ac- 
count of  any  Bufmefs  tranfacted,  unlefs  the  Orders  for 
the  CpmmiiTion  of  SraptebaGon  were  irTued  at  it. 
For  the  Etymology  of  which  Word,  and  the  Reafon 
of  this  Law,  we  muft  refer  to  the  Law-Di£tionaries 
and  Law-Books  for  Explanation. 

There  is  fome*  Notice  taken  of  a  Parliament  in  the 
Public  Attiy  faid  to  be  called  in  Lent  this  Year,  where- 
in the  King  ordains  four  of  his  Chaplains  to  be  Re- 
Anno  Regru  53.  ceivers  of  Petitions  at  it.  But,  Ryley  has  prelerved  a 
I3°S-  great  Deal  of  a  Parliament  which  his  Authorities  fay 
At  Wcfcninfter.  was  held  at  IVejlminjler  ^  on  the  Sunday  after  the  Feaft 
of  St  Matthew  the  Apoftle,  in  the  thirty-third  Year 
opcnin/aPa'rJL  of  this  Reign.  The  primary  Ceremonials  of  which, 
mcnt  in  this  as  they  are  very  circumitantial,  may  give  our  Readers 
King's  Reign.  a  Notion  of  the  whole  Proceedings  of  fuch  an  Aflem- 
bly  in  thofe  Times;  tranllated  from  the  old  French* 
■  as  follows.  Firft,  it  was  ordained  by  the  King,  that 
Sir  Gilbert  de  Roubiry,  Matter  John  de  Caam,  Sir 
John  de  Kirkeby,  and  Matter  John  Bufih  mould  be 
Receivers  .of  all  the  Petitions  of  thofe  who  mall  be 
Petitioners  of  this  Parliament,  at  IVejlminfter.  And, 
upon  this,  Proclamation  was  made,  by  the  King's 
Command,  in  the  great  Hail  at  Ifcjlnnnjlery  at  the 
Chancery-Bar,  and  before  the  Courts  of  the  King's 
Bench  and  Exchequer,  in  the  Guild- Hall  of  London* 
and  in  IVcftchepe^  in  thefe  Words, 

1  Know  all  thofe  that  come  with  Petitions  to  this 
*  approaching  Parliament,  that  they  deliver  them, 

*  from 

[J)  Tttittt  Rtgvi  Conjslio  Jefm'tum  eft,  Xegm  in  Regno  priprio  comma- 
ntrc,  nee  pro  Mandate  %'tl  Suggcftionc  Reg'i  Franconmi  ab  Anglja  tgredi 
rfi  fermijfvt*  Matt.  Wetfnwifltfr,  fui  he  Jbw*. 
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*  from  Day  to  Day,  betwixt  this  Time  and  the  firft 

*  Sunday  in  Lent,  at  the  fartheft,  to  Sir  Gilbert  it 
4  Rmtbiry*  Mailer  John  de  Caam*  S3c.  or  to  any  of 

*  them,  who  are  appointed  to  receive  them,  to  the 

*  aforefaid  Time,  at  the  fartheft.    And  by  this  Ordi- 

*  nance  and  Proclamation  all  Petitions  fliali  be  given 

*  in  accordingly.* 

After  this  the  King  affigned  Sir  William  Ing*  Ma- 
tter Richard  de  Havering,  Sir  John  de  GUdeford* 
"^famti  de  Dalikigh*  and  Mafter  John  de  Weftsn%  to 
receive  all  the  Petitions  which  concerned  the  King- 
dom of  Scotland.    He,  alfo,  affigned  the  Bilhop  of 
Chefler*  the  Earl  of  Lincoln*  Sir  Jymere  de  Valence* 
Sir  John  de  Bretaign*  Sir  John  de  Havering  (e)*  Sir 
jfrncU  de  Canpenn,  the  Prior  of  Majey  Mailer  Peter 
Arn*\d  de  Bit*  Mafter  Peter  Emeriti,  and  Sir  John 
de  Sandale  to  receive  and  anfwer  all  the  Petitions  that 
concern  the  People  of  Gafioigny*  which  may  be  an- 
fwered  without  the  King.    The  King,  alfo,  appoin- 
ted Sir  John  de  Berwyn*  Sir  Hemy  de  Stainton*  IVilliam 
de  Dene*  IVilliam  de  Mortimer*  and  Roger  de  Beanfin 
to  receive  all  the  Petitions  from  Ireland  and  the  file 
of  Gernfey*  and  to  anfwer  all  thofe  that  may  be  anfwer- 
ed  without  the  King.    And  all  Petitions  that  either 
concern  Scotland*  Gafcoigny*  Ireland  and  Gernfey  mull 
be  firft  delivered  to  thole  appointed  by  the  afore&id 
Gilbert  de  Roubiry*  Mafter  John  de  Caam,  John  de 
Kxrkeby,  and  Mailer  John  oufsh*  in  the  Manner  a- 
forefaid. 

The  Bufinefs  of  the  Seftion  being  over,  this  follow- 
ing Proclamation  was  made  by  the  King's  Command  ; 
which  feems  to  be  the  Method  of  diffblving  a  Parliament 
at  that  Time.  • 

*  AI!  Archbifhops,  Biihops,  and  other  Prelates* 

*  Earls,  Barons,  Knights  of  Shires,  Citizens  and  Bur- 

*  gefles,  and  all  other  of  the  Commons  which  are 

*  come,  by  the  Command  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the 

*  King  to  this  Parliament,  the  King  gives  them  many 

*  Thanks  for  their  coming,  and  wills  that,  as  they 

*  have  defired,  they  may  return  into  their  own  Coun- 

*  try ;  going  forthwith  and  wkhout  Delay,  notwith- 

*  Handing  other  Commands,  except  the  Biihops,  Earls-, 

*  Barons, 

(/)  See  bffort,  p.  %$* 
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KiftE  Etoird  U  *  Barons,  Juftices,  and  Others,  who  are  of  the  King's 


*  Counfel,  and  thofe  muft  not  depart  without  fpecial 
1  Leave  from  the  King.    Thofe,  alfo,  who  have  Bu- 

*  iinefs  have  Leave  to  follow  it.    And  the  Knights 

*  which  are  come  for  the  Shires,  and  others  for  the  Ci~ 

*  ties  and  Borroughs,  may  apply  themfelves  to  Sir  fohn 

*  de  KirJtehy,  who  will  give  them  Briefs  to  receive  their 


'  Jot,,  de  Kirkeby,  is  hereby  commanded  to  deliver,  to 

*  the  Chancellor,  the  Names  of  all  the  Knights  of 

*  Shires,  and  the  Names  of  all  the  Citizens  and  Bur- 

*  gefles  that  come  for  fuch  Briefs  for  their  Expences.* 
Many  are  the  Petitions  which  Ryley  has  given,  with 

the  Anfwers  to  them,  in  his  Collection,  the  greateft 
Part  of  them  are  private  Concerns  and  Complaints ; 
there  is  one,  however,  of  a  public  Nature  which  can- 
not be  pafied  by  without  Notice  (f).  The  King  had 
enjoined  the  Bimop  of  Glafcowy  the  Earl  of  Carrick,  and 
John  de  Moubray  to  enquire  into  the  prefent  State  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  what  Perfons  mould 
come  from  thence  to  reprefent  that  Country  in  Parlia- 


pdnte?to?cpa£ menr-  The  Commiffioners  reported  to  the  King,  a- 
fent  the  Scots  ia  mongil  other  Matters,  that  they  thought  ten  Perfons 
the  EngUfh  Par-  Were  fufficient :  That  is  to  fay,  two  Bimops,  two 


Abbots,  two  Earls,  two  Barons  and  two  Commoners, 
one  for  this  Side  of  the  Sea,  and  one  for  the  other  (g)9 
to  be  chofen  by  the  whole  Community  of  Scotland*  on 
a  Day  the  King  mould  pleafe  to  appoint-  The  King 
agreed  to  this,  and  that,  as  thefe  ten  were  to  be  elected 
by  the  whole  Community,  the  Community  mould 
bear  their  Expences ;  and  that  two  fit  Men  for  each 
Part  of  the  Kingdom  aforefaid,  mould  be  chofen,  and 
have  Power  to  raife  the  Money  to  defray  this;  by 
and  with  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  the  Guardian  of 
Scotland  and  the  Chamberlain. 

To  keep  up  the  Thread  of  our  Hiftory,  we  muft 
relate  fome  Facts,  which  happened  at  this  Time,  and 
tho'  they  are  not  ftrittly  Parliamentary,  yet  they  bear 


(/)  The  * hole  Proceedings  of  thu  Parliament  nukes  Bo  Pages  t& 

{g)  We  fuppdfe  the  Ifles.  The  old  French  hf  Un  de  et*  ia  Mere,  Cf 
pr  jutn  dt  ia.   Ryley,  243. 


a 
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a  ftrong  Reference  to  what  was  done  in  former  Par-  Ring  Edsrarf 1 
laments. 

King  Edward  had  been  long  uneafy  in  his  Mind, 
and  looked  upon  the  confirming  the  Liberties,  con- 
tained in  the  two  Great  Charters,  as  a  Dimunition  of 
the  Royal  Prerogative ;  as  appears  by  a  Complaint  Smt2?w 
which  he  made  to  the  Pope  on  that  Occafion.    Cle-  from  the  Oath  he 
mentV.  who  expected  to  find  his  Account  in  difen-  J**  taken  to  ob- 
tangling  the  King,  made  ufe  of  the  Plenitude  of  his{^„*°i* 
Power,  and  by  a  Bull  abfolved  him,  in  Form,  from  ' 
all  Oaths  and  Excommunications  which  he  lay  under 
for  the  Obfervance  of  thefe  Charters  (k).   And  becaufe 
the  Prelates  had  obliged  themfelyes,  by  A3  of  Par- 
liament, to  publifh  an  Excommunication  againft  thole 
that  broke  the  Charters,  to  avoid  the  Tenor  of  this 
Cenfure,  alfo,  the  fame  Hbfy  Father,  in  another  Bull 
fent  to  the  Bifliop  of  JVorcefier,  pronounces  all  fuch 
Excommunications  void  and  of  none  Effefc.   In  the 
former  Butt  the  Pope  declares,  That  in  Cafe  the  King 
bad  fworn  to  keep  the  Charters  above-mentioned ;  yet 
Jmce  be  had  alfo  fworn,  at  his  Coronation  to  maintain 
the  Rights  of  the  C  rown,  //  was  reafonable  a  Regard 
flmdd  be  had  to  this  prior  Engagement ;  and  therefore 
his  Holinefe  gives  him  a  Releafe  from  all  Promifes  pre* 
judicial  to  bis  antient  Prerogative. 

Tyrytl  takes  Notice,  upon  this  Occafion,  that  at 
the  lame  Time  the  King  obtained  this  Bull  from  the 
Pope  for  himfelf,  he  complain'd  to  the  Pontiff  for 
granting  the  like  Abfolution  for  the  Scots,  upon  their 
Sledging  that  their  Oath  of  Fealty  had  been  obtained 
from  them  by  Cpmpulfion :  And  from  thence  he  draws 
this  Remark,  *  That  Princes,  as  well  as  ordinary  Per- 

*  ions,  are  often  fo  tranfported  by  Self-Love,  that 

*  they  judge  of  their  own  Anions  by  one  Rule,  and 

*  of  thole  that  are  any  ways  fubjett  to  them,  or  un-r 

*  der  their  Power,  by  another.' 

The  King^s  Conference  being  now  at  Eafe,  he  puts 
■  in  Execution  a  Projedt  that  had  long  lain  revolving  in  hjs 
Mind :  This  was  to  make  a  ftridt  Inquiry  into  the 
Mutiny  and  Behaviour  of  the  Barons,  during  his  Ab- 
Vol.  I.  O  #  fence 

(A)  Fmd,  Aug.  torn,  ».  p.  979.  Dat,  Lugduni,  4  Kal.  Jan.  Ptntim^ 
Jftat.  ftri  frim* 
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King  EdwarA.  fence  in  Flanders  ;  as  is  above  related.    He  began  with 
the  Earl  Mar/haJ,  who  being  now  in  no  Condition, 
•  either  to  deny  the  Faft,  or  juftify  it,  cafts  himfelf " 
upon  the  King's  Mercy  ;  made  him  Heir  to  all  his  -j 
Lands  and  Pofleffions,  and  even  his  Titles,  and  ob — 
tained  a  Pardon  (J).    The  reft  of  the  Confederates* 
were  alfo  examined,  confefled,  and  were  deeply  fin- 
ed.   At  laft,  the  King  fends  for  the  Archbifhop  oF" 
Canterbury,  expoftulates  with  him,  as  being  at  the  Heacf 
of  the  Malecontents,  and  lays  High  Treafon  to  his 
Charge.    Particularly,  that  when  the  King  was  abfent 
on  the  Score  of  the  War  in  France,  the  Archbifhop  ert- 
tered  into  a  Confederacy  with  the  Earls  and  Barons, 
to  depofe  his  Majejly,  to  imprifon  him  for  Life,  and  to  • 
fet  up  his  Son  Edward  in  his  Place. 

The  Prelate  now  loft  all  his  former  Courage,  and 
being  feverely  reproached  by  the  King  for  his  Perfidy, 
he  offere^nothing  in  his  Juftification,  but  threw  him- 
felf at  the  King's  Feet,  wept,  and  implored  his  Par- 
don (k).  Nay,  he  was  fo  far  confounded,  that,  Au- 
thors fay,  he  offered  the  King  his  Pall,  and  defired  his  - 
Bkjfmg.  The  King  replyed,  that  he  forgot  his  Cha- 
ra^pr,  and  that  it  was  more  proper  for  himfelf  to  re- 
ceive than  to  give  a  Blefling.  In  ftiort,  the  King  de- 
livered the  Prelate  over  to  the  Pope's  Mercy  ;  who  on 
a  Hearing  of  the  whole  Matter  at  Pome,  fufpendfedhim 
ab  Officio  et  Beneficio ;  under  which  Sufpenfion  he  con- 
tinued all  that  Reign. 

Anno  Regni  35.     We  come  now  to  the  laft  Parliament  called  by  this 
13°7,       King,  which  was  to  meet  at  CarliJU  on  the  21ft  of 

AtCarli/k^     January  in  the  Year  1307  (/).   The  firft  Bufinefs  of 
this  Aflembly  was  to  confider  of  Means  to  fecure  the 
1  Poffeffion 

(;)  Pro  obtir.enda  Gratia  conjiituit  Rcgm,  Haredm  fuumtlni'verfortm. 

Matt.  Weftminfter,  jub  Anno  1305. 

(*;  Matt,  Weftm.  Walfingham,  p.  91.  Chron.  W  Thorn.  Col.  1003. 
Tyrrel  fays,  that  the  laft  quoted  Author  is  partial  in  his  Account  of  thig 
Matter  ;  becaufe  the  Archbifhop  had  invaded  certain  Rights  and  Privi- 
leges belonging  to  the  Abby  of  St  Auftin  in  Canterbury,  of  which  he  was 
/  a  Monk.    But  if  Thorn  was  partial,  the  aforecited  Authors  could  not  be 

fo  on  the  fame  Occafion  $  who,  both  agree  near  in  the  fame  Story.  ■ 

(/)  In  Ombit  S:  imiarii.  The  Writ  for  fummoning  Thomas  Esrl 
of  Lancafter,  with  the  icft  of  the  Lords,  is  in  Rymtr't  F«d.  Toxa*  %, 
p.  104*, 
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^ofleffion  of  Scotldnd,  by  uniting  that  Kingdom  to  Eng-  King  Edward  I. 
iand^  as  appears  by  the  Writs  dated  at  Lanercojl,  No- 
Member  3.  preceding.  Edward  was  refolved  to  fpare 
nothing  to  keep  the  Scots  in  Awe,  and  even  to  ufe 
the  molt  rigorous  Methods.  But  the  Face  of  Affairs 
Was  much  altered  in  that  Kingdom  before  any  fixed 
Refolution  could  be  taken  about  it. 

At  this  Meeting,  glfo,  great  Complaints  were  made 
by  the  Barons  againft  one  William  7ejlay  an  Italian  Complaints  of 
Prieft,  fent  by  the  Pope,  for  feveral  Oppreffions  and  fteJZ. '  P* 
Extortions  of  Money,  from  the  Churches  and  Mona- 
-  fteries  of  this  Kingdom,  not  heretofore  ufed.    It  was 
therefore  prohibited  the  faid  Prieft,  by  the  Confent  of 
the  Earls  and  Barons  (»),  to  do  any  Thing  of  the 
.  like  Nature  for  the  future ;  and  MelTengers  were  or- 
dered to  be  fent  to  the  Pope  to  prevent  iuch  Proceed- 
ings from  that  See  (0).    In  the  fame  Parliament  fome 
Statutes  were  enacled  touching  thole  Religious  Socie- 
ties that  had  their  principal  Monafteries  beyond  Seas  (p). 

At  this  very  Time  it  was  that  the  Bifhop  of  Litchi 
field.  High  Treafurer,  put  the  King  in  Mind  what  a 
pernicious  Favourite  the  Prince  his  Son  had  got  of 
Pierce  Gavefton,  a  debauched  young  Man  ;  and  of  the  . 
bad  Confequences  that  might  enlue  from  that  Familia- 
rity.   Edward  refolved   to  apply  a  Remedy  ;  and 
therefore,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Parliament,  Gavefton 
was  banimed  the  Realm,  as  a  Corrupter  of  the  young 
Prince.    Moreover  the  King  caufed  his  Son  to  fwear 
,  never  to  recall  him,  and  Gavefton  to  fwjear,  alfo,  ne-Pierce  Gatefttfo 
ver  more  to  return  to  England.    Upon  that  Condi-  banUVd. 
tion  he  allowed  him  a  Penfion  of  100  Marks,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  Dutchy  of  Guienne {d).    This  Favou- 
O  z  •  rite 

(»)  De  AJfenJu  Comitum  et  Barottum.  M.  Weftm. 

_  (0)  The  Articles,  feven  in  Number,  drawn  up  againft  the  Court  of 
*o»*e,  at  this  Time,  are  in  Ryty*  Placit.  Pari.  F.  380  ;  and  in  Col* 
^i'EccUf.  Hift.  Vol.  t.  p.  500.  The  fame  Authorities,  alfo,  ( give 
V8  *  Remonftrance  againft  the  Oppreffions  of  the  faid  Court,  which  was 
*rr°P'd  in  the  Parliament  Houfe  at  this  Meeting  :  Both  thefe  are 
00  long  for  our  Purpofe.  See  alfo,  Brady\  Compleat  Hiftory,  Vol.  2. 
***  $7,  &c. 

r  {j>)  Statutum  de  afportatis  RelLiofoium,  in  the  Statutes  at  targe} 
**°Vs  2d  Inft.  580,  and  in  Ryley's  Placit.  Pari.  p.  312. 

(?)  The  Sentence,  in  old  French,  is  in  Rymer's  Feed,  Torn,  u 


King  Edward  I. 


Biz  Death, 
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rite  was  the  Occafion  of  much  Difturbance  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  Reign. 

There  came,  alio*  to  the  faid  Meeting  a  Roman 
Cardinal,  one  Peter  of  Spain,  fent  as  an  Ambaf- 
fador  by  the  Pope  into  England,  in  order  to  conclude 
n  Marriage  betwixt  the  King's  eldeft  Son,  Edward, 
Prince  of  Waki^  and  Ifabelh,  daughter  of  the  King 
of  France^  which,  for  the  fake  of  Peace  between  the 
two  Crowns,  had  before  been  projected  by  Bsmfaee  the 
laft  Pope(r).  The  King,  on  his  Part,  faid  be  was  ready 
to  ftand  to  the  Agreement,  if  the  French  King  would 
fulfill  all  the  Articles  on  his  Side.  A  fmall  Cattle  in 
Guknnt,  which  the  King  of  Frame  had  not  yet  de- 
livered up,  obftmfted  the  Marriage  for  this  Time ;  and, 
1  hough  it  foon  after  took  Place,  yet  Edward  never 
lived  to  fee  it,  dying  this  Year  of  a  Dyfentery,  at 
Burgh  upon  Sands,  in  Cumberland,  and  left  his  eldeft 
Son  Edward  Heir  to  his  Kingdoms,  with  all  his  Glo- 
ries and  all  his  Conquefts  (j). 

To 


(r)  £*utdam  Cardinafu  Sabmenfis  PetruJ  Hifpanus.  Mat.  Wcflminfttr. 
It  it  cms  that  the  Bufinefs  of  this  Cardinal  was  not  Co  much  to  conclude 
this  Marriage  as  to  enrich  him  fell  by  the  Plunder  of  the  Churchci,  tstt: 
For  the  old  Monk  of  JVeJiminfitr  tells  us  that  this  Cardinal,  at  hit. 
Return  from  Cariijh  to  Lcndon,  produced  a  Bull  by  which  he  was  un- 
dowered to  pi u nder »  depiiart  EttUjta*  Angli'tanas,  exacting  from  all 
Cathedral,  Conventual,  Regular  or  Irregular  Churches ,  and  Priories, 
twelve  Marks  Sterling ;  and  from  every  Reftory  eight  Pence  from 
each  Mark,  *TiJI  at  J 2 ft  the  King  and  Council  thought  fit  to  ordain ^ 
that  the  faid  Cardinal  mould  have  no  more  than  what  was  allowed  to 
Cardinal  Ottobor.t,  which  was  juft  the  Halt  of  what  the  other  demanded* 

(1)  This  Year,  alfo,  according  to  the  Archbilbop  of  Ca/hePt  Englijk 
.fjijfarkai  Library ,  died  our  Cotemporary  Hilton  an  MattEtw  of  Wtji- 
•^:injicr}  (tiled,  tor  his  admirable  Collections  f  Fieri kgui. 

There  are  fereraj  Statutes,  made  at  different  Times,  extant  111  the 
Staitrics  at  large,  whith  Meetings  are  not  taken  Notice  of  by  Hifto- 
rians,  vix. 

Stat,   ds  TroteRicnibvti   at  We^minpty  Nw.  iS.     32  Edward 
A*.  1304. 

ADefinitiofiof  Confpirator  s  • 
The  Statute  of  Champerty t  Sept.  iS,  1305. 
An  Ordinance  for  InqudVs. 
An  Ordinance  for  Mfca  faring  of  Land. 

The  Statute  dc  Feeffatii,  May  27,    34  Edivard  X.  Att,  1306. 
Articles  of  Jnquilitnin  on  the  Statute  at  Wincb:fiert  &ct 
A  Statute  of  amtrtijtug  Ljnds. 
A  Statute  of  Libirtitiy  f£c* 
QrdJwtio  Forefidet  &c. 
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To  conclude  our  Hiftorical  Account  of  Parliaments)  King  Edward  I. 
in  this  King's  Reign,  it  cannot  be  amifs  to  infert  the 
Names  of  the  Bifhops,  Abbots,  Priors  and  Barons,  that 
were  called  and  appeared  at  this  laft  Parliament  held 
at  Carhfle.   John  St  owe  fr),  who  has  preferred  this 
Lift,  in  Part,  writes,  That  he  had  feen  an  Old  Re- 
gifter,  of  good  Authority,  containing  the  Names  of 
eighty-feven  Earls  and  Barons,  twenty  Bifliops,  fixty- 
one  Abbots,  add  eight  Priors;  befides  many  Deans, 
Archdeacons,  and  other  inferior  Clerks  of  the  Convo- 
cation ;  the  Mailer  of  the  Knights  Templars :  And  of 
every  County  two  Knightt,  of  every  City  two  Citizens 
and  of  every  Borough  two  Burgeffes,  &c .    But  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  compleat  Lift  of  the  Prelates,  Abbots  and 
Barons  in  this  Parliament,  taken  from  the  Record  it- 
felf. 

rHE  Names  of  thofe  who  were  Jummon'd  to  Parlia-  lift  of  the  Pat. 
ment  in  the  thirty-fiftb  Year  of  King  Edward  the  K*»«>t  hdd  at 
firft,  at  Carlule,  in  the  Oclaves  of  St  Hillary,  [Jan.  ^ 
a  1.]  in  order  to  treat  upon  the  Affairs  of  Scotland,  and 
other  Matters  Specially  relating  to  this  Kingdom. 


Barons. 
Edward  Prince  of  Woks. 
Henry  Lacy  Earl  of  Lin- 
coln. 

Ralph  Mounthermer  Earl 
of  Qlmcefier  and  Here- 
ford. 

Thomas  Earl  of  Lancqfter. 

Humphrey  Bobun  Earl  of 
Hereford  and  Effex. 

John  Warren  Earl  of  Sur- 
rey. 

Bdmond  Earl  of  Arundak. 
Jtbn  de  Britain  Earl  of 

Richmond. 
Guy  Beauchamp  Earl  of 
,  Warwick, 

Robert  Vera  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford. 

O 


Gilbert  UmfreviUe  Earl  of 

Angos. 
Henry  of  Lancafterm 
Aymer  of  Valence. 
John  Ferrers. 
Henry  Piercy. 
Hugh  Spencer. 
Robert  Fitz-Walter. 
William  Latimer. 
Robert  Clifford. 
Robert  Mont  alt  e. 
Hugh  de  Veer. 
Walter  Faulconberge. 
Ralph  Bajfet  of  Draitont 
Roger  la  Warr. 
John  Paynell 
Alexander  Balliol. 
Hugh  Pointz. 
Roger  Mortimer. 

Barons, 


W  to  ft*N't  Chron.  p.  an,  tyq,  £.  }t%* 
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•  Barons. 
William  Ritber. 
Reginald  de  Grey, 
Walter  de  Muncy. 
Hubert  de  Sidles.' 
Adam  de  Well, 
Almaric  de  St  Amand. 
William  Cantalupe. 
John  Engaigne. 
Gilbert  Peche. 
John  dt  Clavering, 
William  de  Leyburn. 
John  de  Beauthamp  of  Se- 
nt er/et, 
Willi  jm  Grandifon* 
'John  HajVtngs. 
fohn  le  Mar 
fohn  de  Rivers* 
fohn  de  Mohnn. 
'Peter  de  Mawley. 
Helen  Fitz-Pain. 
Hugh  de  Courtney. 
Edmund  Deyncourt. 
John  St  John  of  Lageham. 
Geoffrey  de  GeynuaL 
Thomas  de  Furri.val, 
Robert  de  7ony. 
Thomas  de  Berkeley  * 
William  de  Brewje. 
Peter  Corbet. 
William  Martin. 
Thomas  de  Mutton, 
John  ap  Adam. 
Phiip  de  Kyme. 
John  de  S eg  rave. 
Robert  Fitz-Roger. 
John  UEflrange. 
John  UJJle. 
John  de  Sudley. 
Simon  Mountacute^ 
Walter  de  Tey.  t 
Edmund  de  Haflings* 


John  de  Lancajler. 
John  de  St  John. 
Henry  Tregoze.^ 
John  Level  de  Tithmttc* 
Alan  la  Zouch. 
Henry  Teyes. 
Nicholas  Segrave. 
Fulke  Fitz-  Waren. 
John  Fitz-Reignald. 
Geoffrey  Cam  vile* 
William  le  Vavafour, 
William  de  Ferrers. 
Robert  Grendon. 
Edmund  Baron  of  Stafford, 
Ralph  Fitz-WMiam. 
Thomas  de  la  Roche. 
Iheobald  de  Ferdon,  Jun. 
William  Tuchet. 
Henry  HuJJey. 

Bishops. 
Archbiftiop  of  York. 
Bifhops  of  Lincoln. 

London. 
Chiche/ler. 
Exeter. 
Hereford. 
Sahfbury. 
Landaff. 
St  Afaph. 
Bangor. 
St  Davids. 
Coventry  and 

Litchfield. 
Bath  and  Wells, 
Norwich. 
Rochejier. 
Durham, 
Carlijle. 
Ely. 

Wvcejler. 
Winchefier. 

Abbots. 
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Abbots. 
Of  St  Augujiine  in  Canter- 
bury' 

Of  St  Edmund*  s-Bury. 
St  Alban. 
IVe/lminfler. 
Waltham. 
Eve/bam. 

St  Mary  at  York. 

Peterborough. 

Ram  fey. 

Wincbecomb. 

GlouceJlerm 

Briftol. 

Malmesbury. 

Glaftenbury. 

Selby. 

Cirencejler* 
Reading. 
Furneys. 
'  Sewley. 
Alnwick. 
St  Ofith. 
Barfinges. 
Tupholm. 


Of  B'iley. 
Dale. 
Newhus. 
Croxton. 
Cockerfand. 
St  Radegound. 
Ticbfrld. 
^orre. 

tblmecolthram. 

Welbeck. 

Hales. 

New  Minfler. 

Joreval.  „ 

Fountaines. 

Byland. 

Maux. 

Kyrkeftall. 

Roche. 

Rufford. 

Valdieu. 

Grendon. 

Stanley  in  Arden. 

Pipewell. 

Combe. 

Bafingwerke. 


King  Edward  U 


Stow  adds  the  Names  of  fome  other  Abbots,  of 
which  the  Record  takes  no  Notice :  Thofe  are  therefore 
omitted. 

.  The  King  commanded  the  Bijhops  to  give  Orders  to 
their  Deans  and  Chapters,  and  to  the  Clergy  of  their 
refpe&ive  Diocefes,  to  fend  Proctors  for  the  fame  Pur- 
pose ;  all  whofe  Names  are  inferted  in  the  fame  Re- 
cord, hut  too  numerous  to  be  recited. 

Writs  alfo  were  UTued  to  the  Sheriffs  of  every  Counr 
ty,  to  fend  for  each  Shire  two  Knights,  for  every  City 
two  Citizens;  and  for  every  Borough  two  Burgeffes,  Ad 
&ftum  Parliamentum  venire,  ad  Traclandum,  &c.  But 
their  Names  are  wholly  omitted  in  the  Record. 

The 
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King  Edward  I,  The  following  Account  of  the  Price  of  Provijwis  in 
this  Reign  will  help  to  afcertain  the  Amount  of  the 
Taxes  in  Modern  Money.   In  the  Year  1288,  Wheat 

jbw  was  fol<i  at  Lmdan  for  Three  and  four  Pence  a  Qs"" 

£*ign,  ter,  when  it  was  deareft  ;  and  in  other  Parts  abroad 

for  Twenty  Pence,  Sixteen  Pence,  and  for  Twelve 

Pence  the  Quarter ;  and  in  the  Weft  and  North  Parts 

for  Eight  Pence  5  Barley  for  Six  Pence,  and  Oats  for 

Four  Pence  the  Quarter.   And  in  the  Year  1299,  a 

fat  Cock  was  fold  tor  Three  Half  Pence,  two  Pullets 

for  Three  Half  Pence,  a  fat  Capon  for  Two  Pence 

Halfpenny,  a  Goofe  Four  Pence,  a  Mallard  Three 

Half  Pence,  a  Partridge  for  Three  Half  Pence,  a 

Pheafant  Four  Pence,  a  Heron  Six  Pence,  a  Plover 

One  Penny, ,  a  Swan  Three  Shillings,  a  Crane  Twelve 

Pence,  two  Woodcocks  Three  Half  Pence,  a  fat 

Lamb  from  Ghriftmafs  to  Shrovetide  Sixteen  Peace, 

and  all  the  whole  Year  after  for  Four  Pence  («), 

Taxes  in  this  King's  Reign. 

tm»  granted  to  TN  his  fourth  Year,  A.  D.  1 276,  he  had  a  Fifteenth 
Kbg  Edward  i,  granted  him  by  the  Earls,  Barons,  Great  Men,  and 
.Community  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and  by  the  ArchbHhop 
of  Canterbury  and  his  Suffragans,  a  Subfidy  of  their 
Goods  (not  faid  how  much)  as  a  free  Gift  only,  not 
to  be  drawn  into  Example  (a). 

In  the  fifth  Year  the  Laity  gave  him  the  Twelfth 
Part  of  their  Goods,  towards  carrying  on  the  War  in 
Wales  (b). 

In  the  eleventh  Year,  toward  the  War  againft  the 
Wel/b,  the  Laity  gave  him  a  Thirtieth,  and  the  Clergy 
a  Twentieth  Part  of  their  Goods.  Pope  Nicholas  IV. 
granted  him  the  Tenth  of  all  Ecclefiaftical  Benefices, 
according  to  their  true  Value,  upon  Oath,  through- 
out all  England  j  to  be  received  for  the  Space  of  fix 
Years  next  enfuing,  for  the  Relief  of  the  ffoly-Land 
againft  the  Turks  (<), 

In  the  eighteenth  Year  the  Archbifhops,  Bifhcfps, 

-X'  Abbots, 

(as)  S«bVChronf 

(a J  Rot.  Pat.  4.  Edw.  I. 

U)  tbo.  Wikex  Hift.  Ang.  fub.  An.  1*77. 

{<)  lb.  An.  1283.  And  the  Chroakic  of  Lantrcoft  quoted  by  TjrrtU, 
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Abbots,  Priors,  Earls,  Barons,  and  all  Others  of  ihe 
Kingdom  or  Government,  granted  a  Fifteenth  of  all 
their  moveable  Goods  (d). 

In  the  twenty  fecond  Year  the  Prelates  and  Clergy 
granted  the  Moiety,  or  Half  of  their  Benefices  and 
Goods,  to  be  taken  one  Third  Part  at  the  Feall  of 
All-Saints  next  coming,  the  other  Third  Part  fifteen 
Days  after  Eafter^  and  the  laft  Third  Part  fifteen 
Days  after  St  John  Baptifi  then  next  coming.  And 
in  the  fame  Year  at  a  Parliament  holden  on  the  nth 
of  November  at  lVejlmhifler>  when  four  Knights  were 
fommon'd  from  every  County,  to  confuh  and  con  fen  t 
to  fuch  Things  as  the  Earls,  Barons,  and  Great  Men 
fliould  ordain,  for  themfelves  and  the  Communities  of 
the  Counties  f>)  ;  they  gave  the  King  a  Tenth  Part  of 
their  moveable  Goods  (fj.  In  the  fame  Month  the  City 
tfLendm  granted  a  Sixth  Part  of  their  moveable  Goods, 
as  a  Sublidy  toward  the  War.  About  the  fame  Time 
there  were  Commiflioners  appointed  to  require,  in  Per- 
*°n,  the  Men  of  all  his  Demefne- Cities  and  Towns  in 
al!  the  Counties  of  England,bv  aJl  Ways  they  mould  fee 
expedient,  to  grant  a  Sixth  Part,  as  London  had  done, 
that  it  might  (hew  Example  to  others  of  bis  Demejne- 

In  his  twenty-third  Year  the  Clergy  gave  the  King 
a  Tenth  ;  the  Earls,  Barons,  Knights,  and  Others  (h) 
°f  the  Kingdom,  gave  an  Eleventh ;  and  the  Citizens 
and  Burgefles,  and  other  good  Men  of  his  Demcfnes, 
gave  him  a  Seventh  of  their  moveable  Goods  (i), 
,  In  the  twenty- fourth  Year,  the  Earls,  Barons, 
Knights,  and  Others  of  the  Kingdom,  gave  a  Twelfth 
fttf ;  the  Citizens,  Burgefies,  and  Tenants  of  his  De- 

mefnes, 

.(</)  This  appear*  bf  the  Chequer-Roll  In  the  19th  of  Edward  I. 
*llh  the  King's  Remembrancer.  Inter  Carnmunia  de  Term'  Midi.  Rot. 
™.  5. 

(0  Ret.  Ctauf.  zz.  Ed.  I.  M.  6.  Dorf.  de  Mititibus  etigend.  &  mittm 
*J  ad  Concilium. 

(fj  This  appears  by  the  Writ  for  apposing  Afleflbrs,  Taxors,  and 
^oile&ors  for  the  fame  Tenth,    a*.  Ed,  I.  M.  6.  Dnrf.  in  Ceduk. 

(f)  Inter  Record,  de  An,  11.  Ed-  1.  Rot.  73.  de  fexta  Parte  Regi  can-, 
ttjfi  in  London. 

(A)  Alii  de  Regno. 

(0  gft  Clavf,  13,  E4,  h  At  4.  Dorf.  &.  M.  ft 
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King  Edward  I.  mefnes,  gave  ae  Eighth  Part(*).  ^  The  Clergy  gave 
nothing,  by  Reafon  of  an  Inhibition  the  Archbifhop 
had  obtained  from  Pope  Boniface  ;  which  he  caufed  to 
be  publifhed  at  this  Time  in  all  the  Cathedrals  (I), 

In  his  twenty,  fifth  Year  he  had  an  Eighth  of  all  the 
Laity,  and  a  Tenth  of  the  Clergy,  for  the  Confirma- 
tion of  the  Gi  eat  Charter,  and  the  Charter  of  the  Fo- 
rejfs.  The  Clergy  of  the  Province  of  Canterbury  gave 
a  'Tenth ;  and  the  Province  of  York  a  Fifth  (m). 

In  his  twenty-ninth  Year,  upon  his  Confirmation  of 
die  Perambulations  of  the  Forefts,  the  Laity  gave  him 
a  Fifteenth  of  their  Moveables  (»).  Robert  Archbtthop 
of  Canterbury,  would  grant  nothing  for  the  Clergy 
without  the  lpecial  Licence  of  the  Pope. 

In  his  thirty -fecond  Year,  the  King  being  in  Scot- 
hnd,  Commiffioners  were  appointed  to  tax  Cities, 
Borroughs,  and  his  Demeihes  in  Cities  and  Borroughs, 
either  Capitation  by  Poll,  or  in  Common,  as  it  might 
turn  moil  to  his  Advantage  (o). 

In  the  thirty-third  Year,  the  King  having  fummon- 
ed  a  Parliament  at  Weflmhifter,  to  raife  Money  for  the 
War  againft  the  Scots,  there  was  given  him  by  the 
Clergy,  Nobility,  and  Knights  of  the  Shires,  the  Thir- 
tieth Penny  of  all  their  moveable  Goods ;  and  at  the 
fame  Time  the  Citizens  and  Burgeues  gave  a  "Twentieth 
Part  of  the  fame  Eftates.  In  this  Parliament,  alfo, 
the  Archbifhops,  Bifhops,  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  and 
Other  Tenants  of  his  Demefnes,  petition'd,  That  they 
might  have  Leave  to  taliate  their  Tenants  of  the  fame 
Demefnes,  as  he  had  taliated  them  ;  and  it  was  gran- 
ted (p).  And  about  this  Time  he  had  a  Fifteenth 
granted  to  him  in  Parliament  (VJ. 

In  his  thirty -fourth  Year  the  King  intending  to 
knight  his  eldeft  Son,  fummoncd  the  Archbifhops, 

Biihops 

(*J  Inter  CammurAa  deTerm.  St,  Mich.  25  Ed.  It  Rot.  flf,  5,  Pchci 
Bemtm,  Rfg. 

U)  Matt.  mjlKififttr. 

(«)  25  Edw.  1.  M.  6.  Dorfo.  » 
(«)  Rot.  Per  ami.  Fonjl.  29  Ed.  1.  in  Turret 
(0)  Rot.  Pat.  3a  Ed.  I.  in  Ccdula. 
(/>)  Rot.  CLiuj.  33.  Ed.  I.  Af.  9.  Dsr/ff, 
RyJcy's  Ptacit.  Pari,  f,  246.  to 
fmj  Ibidem  fat,  $Q, 
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Bifliops,  Abbots,  Priors,  Earls,  Barons,  and.  other  Great  £i„g  Edward  I, 
Men  to  grant  an  Aid  upon  that  Occafion.  He  alfo 
fcnt  to  all  the  Sheriffs  of  England,  to  caufe  to  come  two 
Knights  of  every  County,  and  of  every  City  two  Citi- 
zens, and  of  each  Borough  one  or  two  Burgefies,  as  the 
Borough  was  greater  or  lefs.  Thefe  Prelates,  ,Earls,  Ba- 
rons, and  other  Great  Men,  and  alfo  the  Knights  of 
Shires,  unanimoufly  granted  to  the  King  for  themfelves 
and  the  whole  Community  of  the  Kingdom,  a  Thirti- 
eth Part  of  all  their  Temporal  moveable  Goods,  &c. 
for  a  competent  Aid  toward  the  Knight-hood  of  his 
Son,  and  alfo  for  an  Aid  toward  his  Expences,  which 
he  was  to  be  at  in  the  War  with  Scotland.  The 
Citizens  and  Burgefles  alfo  unanimoufly  granted  a 
Twentieth  (r). 

By  the  Summoning  of  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Bur- 
gefles to  Parliament,  in  this  King's  Reign,  the  Go- 
vernment became  a  Compound  of  three  principal 
Kinds  :  The  King,  as  Sovereign,  reprefented  Monar- 
chy,'the  Lords  Ariftocracy,  and  the  Commons  De- 
mocracy :  The  Executive  Power  was  folely  in  the 
King  by  liis  fworn  Officers,  from  whence  came  the  • 
two  Grand  Maxims  of  the  Law  of  England,  Firft, 
•  That  the  King  of  England  is  always  a  Minor  t  *  And, 
Secondly,  *  That  he  can  do  no  Wrong.'  The  Ballance 
and  Meafure  of  Power  in  the  Government  was  in  the 
King,  Church  and  Nobility,  to  the  Proportion  of  a- 
bove  two  Thirds  of  the  Landed  Intereft :  But  not  one 
Third  in  the  Commons  (s). 

(r)  Inter  Commum'a  Term.  S.  Trill.  34  Ed.  I.  JV.  40*  Penes  RemOti. 
JVinred  in  Mr  Petyt's  Append,  to  his  Rights  of  the  Commons  of  England 
aflerted.  'See  alfo  Jus  Parliamentarium  by  the  fame  Author,  ftl.  Aim 
1736. 

(s)  Garden's  Hiftory  of  Parliaments,  Vol.  2. 
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Anno  Regni  1. 
130S. 


King  Edward  II,  TH*  D  WAR  D  the  Second,  furnamed  of  Caernarvon* 

Civeiten/^  "Twenty  Three  Years  :  Never  did  Prince  come  to  the 
Crown  under  more  favourable  Circumftances ;  or 
was  receiv'd  with  more  general  Joy  and  Applaufe.  Yet, 
thts  King's  firffc  Step,  in  the  Government,  blafted  all 
their  Hopes j  for  he  had  fcarce  done  the  laft  Offices 
to  that  great  Prince  to  whom  he  Owed  his  Birth,  when 
forgetting  his  Oath  concerning  Gaveflon*,  he  recalled 
that  Favourite  \  and,  in  an  Infant,  as  it  were,  made 
him  one  of  ihe  richeft  and  greater!  Men  in  the  King- 
dom (u). 

The  firft  Parliament  we  meet  with,  called  by  this 
King,  was  at  Northampton,  in  the  firft  Year  of  his 
Reign,  and  before  his  Coronation,  wherein  it  was  en- 
AtNor^amptona<cled}  That  thebafe  Coin  ufed  in  his  Father's  Reign 
fhould  not  be  refufed  upon  Pain  of  Life  and  Limb.  Here 
the  Clergy  granted  a  fifteenth  of  their  Goods,  and  the 
Laity  a  Twentieth  ( x). 

An  Order  was  made  at  this  Time  for  the  Burial  of 
the  late  King,  who  was  folemnly  brought  from  Wal- 
thamy  and  interr'd  at  Weftminfter  with  much  Funera 
Pomp  and  Ceremony.  But  to  allay  the  young  King*; 
Grief  for  the  Lofs  of  his  Father,  a  Marriage  was*  al- 
fo,  concluded  in  this  Parliament  between  Pierce  Gave- 
Ji&n  the  new  Earl  of  Cornwall,  and  the  Daughter  and 
Heir  of  Gilbert  de  Clare,  Earl  of  Glauee/ler,  which  he 
had  by  Joan  de  Acres  the  King's  Sifter  (y). 

Our  modern  Hiftorians  are  full  of  Inveclrves  againlt 
the  King's  Favourite,  Gave/ion ;  and  every  frefti  Fa- 
vour granted  to  this  Foreigner,  by  the  King,  increas'd 
the  Hatred  of  the  Lords  apainft  him.    Rapin  obferves, 

*  That  hardly  would  an  BngHJhman  raifed  to  fo  high  a 

*  Station  have  been  endured,  much  lefd  a  private  Gabon 
'  Gentleman,  in  whom  they  difcovered  no  other  Merit 

*  than 

fa)  He  made  him  larl  of  CormoaH,  and  gave  him  all  the  Linda  de* 
vclved  to  the  Crown  by  the  Death  of  the  fete  Earl,  Son  to  Richard,  King 
of  the  Remans  |  with  many  other  Lordfhips  and  Poffdiions,  all  mentioned 
in  a  Charter  for  that  Purpofc  5  and  which  (lands  as  the  firft  publick  Aft 
of  his  Reign.  Feed,  Al)g*  7™.  J-  P.  U 

fx)  Rot.  Gtutf.  1  Ed.  II,  M.  ij.      Walfi^ham,  J>,  96. 
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«  than  a  handfome  Face,  an  cafy  Shape,  and  a  quick  King  Edward  U, 

*  Wit  j  very  agreeable  in  Convention,  but  little  pro- 
'  per  to  govern  a  State.'  On  the  other  Hand,  Dr  Bra- 
dy, from  Sir  Thomas  it  b  More>  who  was  Servant  to 
Edward  II.  and  wrote  his  Life,  adds  to  the  Character 
of  Perfon  and  Senfe,   which  the  Monfuur  gives  him, 

*  That  he  was  a  great  General  and  furhciently  fkilful  in 

*  Military  Affairs ;  which  appeared  by  his  Management 

*  of,  and  keeping  in  due  Subjection  the  Scots,  when  he 

*  commanded  the  Engiijb  Forces  in  that  Kingdom; 

*  and  for  which,  adds  our  Jutboriimy  he  was  much  en- 
«  vied  by  thoie  who  faw  his  happy  Succefs  (z)* 

However,  lince  the  Lords  plainly  faw  that  it  was 

in  vain  to  prefe  the  King  to  part  with  his  Favourite, 

and  that  he  would  never  confent  to  it  unlefs  he  was 

forced,  they  conveened  themfelves  at  Ware>  and  from 

thence  went  to  Northampton ;  and  the  King,  having  no  .     „^  . 
tf  .  r„  ^Y.„.a  —  r..^  n_  Anno  ReKm  l- 


Forces  to  oppofe  them,  was  obliged  to  fummon  a  Par- 
liament to  meet  Fifteen  Days  after.  Which  being  met 
accordingly,  at  London  (a)y  divers  Articles  were  laid  to 
ihe  Charge  of  the  Favourite,  *  As  abufing  the  King's 

*  Ear  by  obtaining  immoderate  Grants  to  himfelf  $  his 

*  embezling  the  Treafure  of  the  Kingdom,  and  taking 

*  the  belt  Jewels  of  the  Crown  to  his  own  Ule  {b)\ 
Thus  far  Mr  Tyrrel ;  but  he  omits  what  y.  Stowe  adds 
in  their  Complaint,  tho*  he  quotes  the  very  Paflage 
from  that  Hiftory,  viz.  That  the  Lords  told  the  King, 

*  That  Gave/Ion's  Father  was  executed  for  being  a 

*  Traitor  to  the  King  of  France  j  that  his  Mother  was 

*  burned  for  a  Witch ;  and  that  the  faid  Peirse  was  ba- 

*  xitfhed  for  confenting  to  his  Mother's  Witchcraft ; 

*  and  that  he  had  now  bewitched  the  King  him- 

*  felt"  (0 ' 

The  King,  as  is  faid,  hoping  to  divide  the  Barons, 
and  takeoff  lome  that  had  been  the  leaft  provoked,  pro- 

pofed 

(*)  Brady's  Com  pleat  Hiftory  of  Engl.  Vol.  i*  P.  ioi. 

(*)  On  Hoc  day,  fars  Stowe.  This  Day  was  called  HocH-Tt/n- 
.  cay,  being  the  fecond  Turf  Jay  after  Eafier  Week,  A  Fcftival  antientJy 
kept  ai  a  Memorial  for  the  Engiijb  mattering  the  Danes. 

Jacob' $  Lam  DiHionarj* 

(*)  lyrrePl  Hiftory  of  England,  Vol.  3.  P,  227, 

(t)  Sltswe'i  Hiftory  of  England,  P.  113.  Tyrr*/,  we  fuppofe,  not 
Jw»iog  apy  grea;  Faith  to  this  laft  Accufatioo,  wholly  omitted  it. 


1308. 
At  London, 
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King  Edward  ft  pofcd  it  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury^  the  Bifliop 
of  Durham,  the  Earls  of  Laneajfer  and  Hereford,  that 
he  would  refer  all  Differences  to  them,  and  confirm 
whatfoever  they  fhould  judge  moft  fit  to  be  done  on  this 
Occafion.    But  the  Biftiops  and  Lords  would  not  un- 
dertake the  Odium  of  fuch  an  Arbitration  ;  and  Jaid, 
■  They  would  ad  nothing  without  the  general  Confent 
Gavcfionbanifh. *  of  all  the  reft  of  the  Barons,  who  would  not  be  fa- 
^a^by  Or-  *  tisfied  with  any  Thmg  lefs  than  that  the  Earl  of  Corn- 
j  *  wall  {hould  immediately  quit  the  Kingdom.'  This 

the  King  delaying,  to  grant,  they  were  about  to  take  up 
Arms ;  hut,  he,  fearing  the  ill  Confequence  of  a  down- 
right Beniai,  after  many  Altercations  with  his  Nobles, 
was,  at  laft,  obliged  to  part  with  hi3  Favourite,  and  to 
banifh  him  from  England  for  ever.  This  Sentence  had 
the  Ratification  of  all  the  Eftates :  And  to  make  it 
ftronger  on  the  King's  Part,  he  confirm'd  it  by  Letters 
Patents  under  the  Great  Seal.  But  all  this  was  not 
thought  Jufncient  ;  for  at  the  fame  Time  the  Archbi- 
fhop  of  Canterbury,  with  the  other  Bifhops  and  Prelates 
of  the  Church,  being  ailembled  in  a  Synod,  thundered 
ou  t  their  Se n  tence  o f  Ex  com muni  cation  a ga  i  n  ft  the  faid 
AnA  his  Adlie-  Pierce  Gave/Ion,  if  he  mould  remain  in  England  beyond 
Seated*"1™"1-  prefixed ;  and  agninft  all  fuch  as  fhould  pre- 

fume  to  advife,  aflift,  l'uftain,  receive,  or  adhere  to 
him,  or  do  any  Thing  whereby  his  faid  Pailage  over 
fhould  be  hinder'd  j  with  the  like  Claufe  ag^inft  all 
who  {hould  favour,  advife,  or  procure  his  Return  (d). 

All  the  Mitigation  the  King  could  gain  his  Minion, 
in  this  Matter,  was  to  fend  him  into  /re/and,  over 
which  Kingdom  he  made  him  Governor ;  and  the  King 
himfelf  bore  him  Company  as  far  as  Brijlol. 

But  there  were  other  Matters,  than  this  Affair  of 
Gavtjbn,  tranlacted  at  this  Parliament.  The  Lords 
had  a  mind  to  fall  upon  new  modelling  the  Govern- 
ment again ;  and  accordingly  prefented  an  Addrefs  to* 
the  King,  complaining,  e  That  the  State  and  his  own 

*  Houfhold  were  fo  ill  managed,  that  it  was  abfolutely 

*  neceflary  to  find  Means  to  prevent  the  Conlequences 

'of 


{d  The  Form  of  thefe  Letters  Patent;,  uA  the  Sentence  of  EatiiU^ 
mejjE  are  to  be  ignj*d  at  targe  in  Tyrrci's  lltftory,  Vol.  3.  P,  z*9* 
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*  of  this  Diforder/   They  added,  *  That  the  only  pro-  King  Edward  nt 

*  per  Method,  as  they  thought,  was  for  the  King  to 

*  leave  to  certain  Lords,  appointed  by  .the  Parliament, 

*  the  Care  of  well  governing  the  Kingdom,  and  his 
-c  own  Domeftic  Affairs.'    This  very  modeft  Addrefs, 
"Which  his  Father  would  have  made  them  fmart  for,  this 
-weak  Prince  gave  his  Confent  to ;  and  without  confi- 

dering  the  Confequence,  fays  M.  Raping  of  a  Conde-A  committee, 
fcenfion  fo  pernicious  to  his  Authority  and  Quiet,  he  appointed  by 
permitted  the  Parliament  to  chufe  feven  Bifhops,  eight  fJ^JaJJJ to 
Earls,  and  fix  Barons,  to  make  the  propofed  Regula-  Kbg"  Affairs. 
tion(*}. 

It  mull  appear  plain,  to  an  impartial  Reader,  that 
the  Republican  Scheme,  broached  in  his  Grandfather's 
Time,  was  again  fet  on  Foot  under  this'King's  Govern- 
ment ;  and,  that  the  Banifhment  of  Gaveflon  pro- 
ceeded not  fo  much  from  the  Love  they  bore  to  the 
King's  Perfon,  as  that  they  thought  his  Councils  and 
Influence  would  be  a  great  Obftrudion  to  their  Defigns. 
No  fooner  were  thefe  Commiflioners  conftituted,  but 
they  all  took  an  Oath,  That  they  would  make fucb  Ordi- 
nances as  Jhould  be  to  the  Honour  of  God,  the  Honour 
end  Profit  of  Holy  Church,  to  the  Honour  of  their  Lord 
the  King,  and  to  the  Profit  of  him'  and  his  People,  CsjV. 
After  which  they  made  ieveral  Ordinances,  to  the  Num- 
ber of  forty  one,  which  Dr  Brady  has  tranfcribed  from 
the  Parliament  Roll,  and  is  printed  in  his  Appendix. 
The  fame  Author  has  given  us  a  Tranflation  of  them,  in 
Effect,  with  the  King's  Confirmation  of  them,  both  of 
which  are  too  long  for  our  Purpofe  (f).  But  the  Pre- 
amble to  thefe  Ordinances,  to  {hew  the  good  Defigns 
of  the  Patriots  in  thofe  Days,  may  not  be  unacceptable 
to  our  Readers. 

*  For  that  the  King  was  deceived  by  evil  Council ; 

*  and  the  Nations  of  Gafcoigne,  Ireland,  and  Scotland 

'in 

(e)  They  were  the  .Archbifliop  of  Canterbury  j  the  Bifliops  of  London, 
Saliflmry,  Chichejler,  Norwich,  St  David's,  and  Landaff ;  the  EarJs  of 
Gloucefier,  Lancajier,  Lincoln,  Hereford,  Pembroke,  Richmond,  Warwick, 
and  Arundel  j  and  thefe  Barons,  Hugh  de  Vere,  William  le  Marjhal,  Ro- 
bert Fitz- Roger,  Hugh  Ceurtnay,  William  Martin,  and  John  de  Grey. 

.  Brady. 

See  the  King's  Letters  Patents  for  conftituting  thefe  Commiflioners  ia 
Bradf  sHib.  V0I.2.  P.  202.  and  in  Appendix,  No.  50  • 
(/)  Brady  6  Hift,  P,  103  to  no. 


King  Edward  11. £  in  Danger  to  be  loft  ;  and  the  Realm  of  England  to 

*  to  be  ruined  by  Oppreflions,  Prizes,  Takings  and 

*  Deftruftions ;  therefore  Robert  Archbifhop  of  Can- 

*  ter 'bury \  the  Bifhops,  Earls  and  Barons,  chofen  ac- 

*  cording  to  the  King's  Commiflion,  did  ordain,  to 

*  the  Honour  of  God  and  Holy  Church,  and  the  Ho- 

*  nour  of  the  King  and  his  Realm*  in  manner  follow- 


ing, 


Anno  Re&ni  x> 
1309- 
At  Staratbrsk 


Anno  Regni  3, 
1310.  , 
At  York. 


It  appears  by  the  Courfe  of  our  Hiftory,  that  this 
Seffion  of  Parliament  was  very  long,  and,  perhaps  by 
Prorogation,  continued  'till  the  next  Year.  For  they 
were  Turn moned  to  meet  on  the  ioth  of  Augnfi^  and 
the  King's  Letter  to  conftiture  the  Commiflioners, 
bears  Date  the  zoth  of  March  following. 

Not  Jong  after  this,another  Parliament  occurs,  which 
met  at  Stamford,  July  26  :  It  was  fummoned  to  fup- 
prefs  the  ill  intentions  of  the  Scots ;  but  we  do  not  find 
any  Thing  done  to  that  Purpofe  (g).  Here  the  King 
fo  far  prevailed  with  the  major  Part  of  the  Nobility, 
there  prefent,  that  they  were  content  Pierce  Gave/Ion 
fhould  enjoy  the  Earldom  of  Cornwall  during  Life.  This 
Condefcention  of  the  Nobility  was  owing,  fays  an  Au- 
thor, to  the  King's  confirming  the  Decree  of  the  Com- 
miflion a  fore  fa  id  (by. 

On  the  1 8  th  of  Oelober^  the  next  Year,  the  King 
held  another  Parliament,  or  rather  a  Piece  of  a  Parlia- 
ment at  York  ;  for  here  feveral  difcon tented  Lords  re- 
fufed  to  come  ;  being  greatly  diflatisfied  at  what  was 
done  at  the  laft.  At  this  Meeting  the  renowned  Pierce- 
Gavejlon  appeared  again,  and  took  his  Place  as  Earl  of 
Cornwall  \  but  he  had  much  better  have  ftaid  where  he 
was,  as  the  Conference  will  mew.  The  Heads  of 
the  Opposition,  who  refufed  their  Attendance,  were 
the  Earl  of  Lancafer,  the  King's  Cou  fin -German  ;  and 
the  Earls  of  Warwick>  Oxford-,  Lincoln,  and  Arundale  \ 

whom 


(g)  A  Statute  made  tt  Stamford,      of  Edward  IL  being  a  Confirma- 
tion of  s8rh  Edward  1.  rs  crt-int  in  the  Stafura  at  L4rget  fub  btx  A/Mf* 
(b)  Tyrrd'i.  Hiltwry  oi  Engiund,  Vol.  3.  P.  134. 
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whom  Dr  Brady  puts  under  the  fignificant  Name  of  KingEdwari  H. 
the  Ordainers  (i). 

The  chief  Bufinefs  that  was  done  at  this  Meeting* 
was,  firft  the  King  publigved  his  Reafons  for  the  recal- 
ling his  Favourite,  which  ipbfc,  *  That  he  was  baniih- 

*  ed  contrary  to  the  Laws  and  Ufages  of  the  Kingdom, 

*  which  he,  the  King,  was  bound  to  maintain  by  the 

*  Oath  he  took  at  his  Coronation  ;  and  feeing  he  was, 

*  in  the  Inftrument  of  Exile,  filled  no  otherwise  than  • 
4  Good  and  Loyai,  he  returned  at  his  Commandment  s 

*  and  was  ready  to  ftand  Trial  before  htm,  and  an- 
1  fwer  to  all  fuch  as  would  accufe  him ,  every  Thing 

*  that  mould  be  objected  agahift  him,  according  to  the 

*  Laws  and  Ufages  aforefaid.*  This  Declaration  was 
dated  at  Torkt  January  18,  and  directed  to  the  SheriiF 
of  Yorkjhire  and  all  the  Sheriffs  in  England  (&). 

The  Lords,  who  were  affembled,  neglecied  not  this 
Opportunity  offered  them,  and  reprefented  to  the  King, 

*  That  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Kingdom  were 

*  not  obferved,  nor  the  late  made  Ordinances  regard - 
'  ed/  Upon  which  the  King,  to  obviate  fuch  Reports, 
iifued  out  another  Declaration,  by  which  he  commanded 
and  firmly  enjoined  the  Sheriffs  of  all  Counties  to 
proclaim  in  full  County,  and  in  all  Cities,  Borroughs 
and  Market  Towns,  and  in  other  Places  which  they 
ftould  think  expedient,  *  That  it  was  his  great  Care 

*  and  chief  Defire,  his  Peace  fhould  every  where  be 

*  obferved ,  and  that  all  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  the 
1  Kingdom,  ufed  and  approved  in  the  Time  of  his 

*  Progenitors,  and  alfo  all  the  Ordinances  lately  made 
1  to  the  Honour  of  God  and  Hofy  Churchy  and  Jits  own» 

*  to  the  Profit  of  him  and  his  People,  which  were  not 

*  'ff  the  Damage  or  Prejudice  of  him  and  his  Crown ,  or 

*  contrary  to  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  aforefaid,  fhould 
Vol.  I.  P  «  be 

(')  The  Barons  now  ufed  Co  come  to  Parliament,  themfelve*  and  At- 
tentats armed  ;  there  is  a  general  inhibition  /rum  the  King,  and  a  par-* 
ficalv  one  to  the  Earl  of  LancaJ}erf  to  forbid  this  Practice. 

Feed.  Angl.  Torn.  HI.  P.  loo. 
Wfyrrtl  has  quoted  in  one  Page,  Vol.  3.  P.  2  34,  two  Paflages  from 
fltmingford's  Chronicle,  a  Af.  5.  in  his  Time  ;  but  his  Quotations  muft 
certainly  be  erroneous,  fincc  by  the  learned  Dean  Gale's  printed  Edition 
of  that  Author,  that  Hiftorian  comes  down  only  to  the  Year  1173,  an4 
fie  D«th  of  Htmy  the  Third. 
(k)  Brady  %  Afttndi*,  No.  $1* 
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Witnefs  the  Ki 


TorL 


King  Edward  11.  *  be  maintained  and  ke 

*  Jan.  2*/  (/) 

The  difcontented  Lords  were  then  in  London*  and 
the  King,  fearing  fome,  Drllurbance  might  happen, 
fent  an  Order  to  the  MayjiryrAldermen,  and  Common 
Cbuncil  of  London*  *  To  fecure  the  City,  fo  as  by 
'  the  Meetings  uf  the  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons  and 

*  Others,  there  might  happen  no  Hurt  or  Danger  to 

*  him,  or  the  City'  (jw). 
The  Declaration  and  Order  above  availing  nothing 

to  better  the  King's  Caufe  nor  another  j  wherein  he 
fets  forth,  *  That  he  was  refolved  to  preferve  the 
*    *  Rights  of  his  Crezvn  and  Royal  Dignity,  the  Peace 

*  and  Tranquility  of  Hly  Chunk*  and  the' whole  Peo- 

*  pie  committed  to  his  Charge  in  all  Things in  or- 
der to  proceed,  amicably,  with  the  diflatished  Bifhops 
and  Barons,  and  according  to  the  Power  referred  in*  the 
Proteftation  he  made  when  he  confirmed  the  Ordinan- 
ces, the  King  appointed  Commifljoners  out  of  thole 
PteUies  and  Barons  he  had  with  him  at  Tork9 
to  treat  with  thole  of  the  Seceffion  at  London*  about 
the  Obfervatiorr  of  the  Ordinances*  upon  which  were 
grounded  all  their  Pretences  of  Dilcontent  j  and  to  re- 
form and  correct,  by  their  good  Advice,  all  iuch  Things 
in  them  as  were  prejudicial  or  injurious  to  him,  or  con- 
trary  to  the  Form  of  the  Commiflion,  before  granted, 
if  any  fuch  Ihould  appear  fw)- 

fartherDiffrrcn-    The  Prelates,  Earls  and  Barons,  who  were  then  at 
«s  between  the  Latuion,  excufed  themfelves  from  treating  concerning 
King  an(i  fa»Ba-thc  Ordinance?,  in  the  Abfence  of  the  King,  and  fent 
him  this  Anfwer,  1  That  in  his  Prefence,  whenever 

*  he  pleas'd  to  call  them  together,  'they  would  treat 

*  upon  the  Ordinances,  and  mould  be  ready  to  do  all 

*  Things  according  to  his  own  Proteftation,  and  alio 

*  according 


ft)  Brady s  Append! x.,  No.  54, 

(nj  Idevt,  P.  113.  Ex,  Pat,  Ed.  II.  P.  *.  M.  «*. 
Ttjie  Begt  apud  Ebor.  Feb.  S. 

( n)  The  King's  Commifiionrrs  were  the  Bifliop  of  Norvtiebi  Gvy 
Tcrre,  Jebn  dt  fntmLfOxll,  Hvgb  de  Audtty,  William  Dtyncoart,  Henry 
Spigamtl,  Henry  It  Strap,  Knights  ;  the  two  la  ft  Juftices  }  and  Thomas 
dt  Cebbam,  Bniert  de  Piiktring,  Walter  dt  Thorp,  Gilbert  dt  Middltttm, 
J*hn  Frauttctys,  and  Adam  Brt'sgi,  Clukfa  Idem  in  Append.  No.  «c. 
Dauu  nt  Vcrk,  Martb  S. 
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*  according  to  the  Proteftation  they'made  at  the  Time  King  Edw«d  ir. 

*  of  publifhing  thefe  Ordinances,  (o) 
It  appears  by  the  Dates  of  thefe  Writs,  Declarati- 
ons, C5V.  that  the  King  continued  feveral  Months  in 
York,  whilit  thefe  Difputes  were  in  Agitation,  betwixt 
him  and  the  feceding  Lords.  -And  thefe  Tranfadlions, 
in  feveral  Circumftances,  bear  a  (bong  Analogy  tdjjfbme 
in  a  much  later  Reign  ;  as  the  Reader  will  find  in  the 
Courfe  of  thefe  Inquiries.  Nor  were  the  End  of  them 
lefs  fatal  in  one  Reign  than  the  other,  lince  they  both 
terminated  in  dreadful  Cataltrophies,  the  private  Mur- 
der of  one  King,  and  the  public  Execution  of  ano- 
ther. 

The  feceding  Lords  began  now  to  pull  off  the  Mafquc, 
and  to  declare  openly,  that  they  would  by  Force  drive 
Gavefton  kom  the  King  ;  and  accordingly  raifed  an 
Army,  over  which,  by  common  Con  lent,  Thomas  Earl 
of  Lancafter  was  made  General.  After  which  they 
fent  a  MefTage  to  the  King,  worded  humbly  enough, 
■  That  they  befought  him  either  to  deliver  Peine  Ga~ 

*  vefton  to  them  ;  or,  as  it  had  been  ordained,  com- 
c  mand  him  initantly  to  depart  the  Kingdom/  The 
King,  putting  his  Favourite's  Prefervation  on  a  Foot- 
ing with  his  own,  retired  with  him  from  York  to  New- 
cajlle  ;  where  the  Barons  and  their  Army  followed 
them.  From  thence  they  went  to  Tmmouth^  where 
the  King  talcing  Shipping,  carried  Gavefton  with  him 
to  Scarbrougb,  and  placing  him  in  the  ftrong  Caftle 
there,  he  himfelf  left  him  and  went  to  York,  The  Earl 
of  Lanca/fcr  and  his  Army  Hill  followed  them,  and 
coming  before  Scarborough  Caftle  they  befieged  it; 

which,  after  fome  Time,  capitulating,  Gave/ion  ren-  They  order  c»- 
dred  himfelf  upon  Condition,  *  to  ftand  to  the  Judg-  J^J0  bcbD? 

*  ment  of  the  Barons,  and  that  he  might  once  more  " 

*  fpeak  with  the  King.'  But  now,  having  him  at 
their  Mercy,  he  found  but  a  fmall  Share  of  it  from 
them  i  for  they  foon  after,  without  much  Procefs,  be- 
headed him,  as  a  public  Emmy  to  the  Kingdom,  (p) 

To  dole  up  this  Man's  Gitaltrophe,  take  Mr 
Daniel  Character  of  him  in  thefe  Words,  '  He  was 


(.)  ftlrp'i  Plac.  Pari.  P.  541. 

(?)  Q/u  a  Hill  ocax  rVtrwtkt  Jwi  19,  131* 
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Itini  Edward  II, 1  a  Native  of  Gafco'igny^  and  for  the  great  Service  his 

*  Father  had  done  to  this  Crown,  was  educated  by 

*  King  Edward  I.  with  the  Prince  his  Son,  by  which 

*  Means  he  gain'd  ib  great  an  Intereft  in  his  Favour. 

*  He  was  a  goodly  Perlbn,  of  undaunted  Courage,  as 
'  he  fhewed  himfelf  at  a  Tournament  at  fVallw^ford^ 

*  wfere  he  challenged  the  beft  of  our  Nobility,  and 

*  is  &id  to  have  foiled  them  all,  which  inflamed  their 

*  Malice  againft  him.    In  Ireland^  during  the  ihort 

*  Time  he  was  Lieutenant  there,  in  his  Bjanifhment, 

*  he  conquered  the  Rebels  in  the  Mountains  of  Dub- 

*  lifiy  built  Newca/iUy  in  the  Kern's  Country,  and  re- 

*  paired  Kauni  Cattle,  and  afterwards  pafled  up  into 

*  Munjltr  and  Thomond^  doing  great  Service  to  his 
■  Ma  iter  with  much  Valour  and  Bravery.    He  feems 

*  to  have  been  a  Perfon  who  could  not  faw^  or  ftoop 

*  to  thofe  he  loved  not,  nor  difguife  his  Nature  fo  far 
'  as  to  temporife  with  his  Enemies.    But,  prefuming 

*  upon  his  Fortune,  he  grew  in  the  End  to  be  arrogant 
'  and  proud,  and  was  lb  intolerable,  as  nothing  but 

*  his  Ruin,  which  it  produced,  could  eafe  the  Subjects 

*  of  that  heavy  Burden*.' 
Gavejhn  being  thus  cut  off,  the  Lords  in  the  Confe- 
deracy lent  a  very  haughty  Mcflage  to  the  King,  proud- 
ly demanding,  fays  an  Hiftorian  (f),  that  their  Ordi- 
7tancei  mould  be  confirmed  and  put  in  Execution, 
Threatening,  *  That,  if  it  was  not  done  fpeedily,  they 

*  would  come  and  compel  him  to  do  it.*  And  they 
united  all  their  Forcess  aud  quartered  themfelves  in  the 
Country  about  Dunftabiet  the  King  being  then  at  Lon- 
don. But  lbon  after  a  Treaty  was  fet  on  Foot  be- 
twixt the  Kin^  and  his  Borons,  by  the  Mediation  of 
fnme  Hifnops ;  and  Articles  of  Agreement,  eight  in 
Number,  were  fettled  betwixt  them  (r).  By  theFirft,. 
it  was  ftipulated,  4  That  the  Earls. and  Barons,  con- 

*  cerned  in  the  Affair  above,  mould  come  before  the 

*  King  in  IVeflminjlcr-Hdl^  and  with  great  Humility, 

*  on  their  Knees,  make  their  Submiffion,  and  fwear, 
1  if  he  io  defir'd,  that  what  they  did,  and  for  which 

*  they  had  incurred  his  Difplea lure,* was  not  done  in 

4  Defpight. 

(f)  Prot<-f"f  paftulitr,tti.  Walfingham. 
{t j  Sec  BrMi/t  *a4  Tjirtl'i  Htftouesj,  P,  117,  «a3  455. 
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*  Defpight  of  him,  and  they  mould  humbly  pray  his  King  Edward  H. 

*  Forgivenefs,  and  receive  it  with  a  good  Will,  &c. 
This  Submiffion  was  to  be  made  publickly,  at  the 

next  Parliament.   But  for  all  that  the  King  took  the 
Death  of  Gavefton  fo  heavily,  that  he  never  forgave- 
the  Authors  of  it ;  and,  when  he  had  it  in  his  Power, 
revenged  it  feverely  on  them. 

In  the  Year  1313,  after  an  Expedition  into  France^  Anno  Regni  c. 
where  Edward  had  been  with  his  Queen  to  pay  a  Vi-  'J'S- 
fit  to  their  Brother  the  French  King,  he  fummoned  aAtWeftnunftm 
Parliament  to  meet  at  Wejiminjier^  on  the  2 1  ft  Day  of 
Septmber  next  enfuing  (s).    The  Earl  of  Lancajler 
came  thither  attended  with  a  great  Number  of  armed 
Men,  raifed  from  his  own  Tenants ;  notwithlhnding 
the  King  had  fent  him  a  pofitive  Inhibition  againft  it, 
as  well  as  to  fome  other  Lords  of  the  fame  Party  (/). 
When  they  were  met  the  King  renewed  his  Complaints 
before,  the  Clergy  and  Laity,  c  Concerning  the  Affronts 

*  and  Injuries  he  had  lately  received  from  the  Barons ; 

*  of  their  taking  Pierce  Gaveflon  and  cutting  off  his 
'  Head,  contrary  to  the  Articles  he  had  made  at  his 
€  Surrender.'  The  confederate  Lords,  on  the  other- 
Side,  unanimoufly  anfwered  to  thefe  Accufations, 
'  That  they  had  in  no  wife  offended  the  King  in  what 

*  was  laid  to  their  Charge,  but  rather  deferved  Thanks 

*  and  Good  Will  from  him  3  fince  they  did  not  bring 

*  an  Army  thither,  in  Contempt  of  his  Authority,  but 

*  only  to  deftroy  a  public  Enemy  of  the  Kingdom, 

*  who  had  been  often  banifhed  by  the  Community 

*  thereof,  and  which  Sentence  had  been  confirmed  by 

*  die  King  himfelf,  as  being  a  Perfon  who  had  not 

*  only  injured  the  King's  Reputation,  but  had  robb'd 

P  %  *  the 

(s)  TjrrcTt  Hift.  of  Eng.  Vol  3.  P.  »<$.  From  the  Claufe  Rolls  of 
Ed.  II.  and  fome  MSS.  Chronicles.   Dr  Brady  takes  no  Notice  of  this 

W^  , —  A- 

When  the  King  went  to  France  he  left  a  Commifiioo  directed  to  the 
Biftops  of  Bath  and  Worcejlcr,  the  Earls  of  Gkctfer  and  Richmond  to 
open  and  continue  a  Parliament,  which  he  had  fummoned  to  meet  at 
W$mnfler  fifteen  Dap  after  Midfununer  ;  hot  whether  tbey  met  or  no 
is  uncertain.   Fad.  J%.  Tom.  III.  P.  422. 

ft)  There  were  Letters  of  fafe  Conduct  directed  to  the  Earls  of  La*~ 
Hereford  and  Warwick,  the  'Barons  Percy,  Clifford,  Holland  and 
Tm^hUrmadukt,  with  their  Attendants  and  Servants. 

Idem,  P. 


King  Edward  II. 


i  jo  TIw  Parliamentary  History 

the  Crown  of  its  Revenues,  and  had  railed  perpetual 
Diffentions  betwixt  the  King  and  his  natural- born 
»  Subjefts/    They,  alfo,  boldly  declared,  *  That  they 
'  would  no  longer  truft  to  his  vain  Promifes,  or  be 

*  deferred  any  longer  of  their  Securities.*  The  Queen, 
the  Bifhops,  and  the  Earl  of  Gkcefler,  who  was  a  neu- 
tral Lord  in  this  Matter,  undertook  to  fettle  thefe  Dif- 
ferences, to  mitigate  the  Difpleafuresofboth  Parties,  and 
to  make  Peace  between  them.  By  their  Mediation,  there- 
fore* the  King  was  to  remit  his  Difpleafure  towards  the 
Lords,  provided  that  they  and  their  Adherents,  did  in 
JPe/tmin/fer-Hall,  in  full  Parliament  perform  the  Sub- 
miflion  which  had  been  before  agreed  on,  viz*  *  That 

*  they  mould  humble  themfelves  before  him,  and  beg 

*  his  Pardon  in  whatever  they  had  offended  him,  and 
riJ2j?2Jj3f! c  thereupon  the  King  mould  again  receive  them  into 
floaT*  U  Wl  'his  Grace  and  Favour,  and  fhould  look  upon  them 

*  for  the  future  as  his  Liegemen  and  Subjects  ;  and, 

*  confirming  all  the  Articles  required,  (hould  never  a- 

*  gain  queftion  any  Man  for  the  Death  of  Gsveflmty 

*  but  fhould  grant  hts  Charter  of  Indemnity  to  ail  that 

*  lhoutd  deftre  it/  All  which  Particulars  being  agreed 
to  by  the  King  and  performed  by  the  Confederacy,  they 
with  the  reft  of  the  great  Men  of  the  Kingdom,  con- 
fidering  the  King's  Neceflities,  granted  him  a  fifteenth 
of  all  their  moveable  Goods  ;  and  then  the  Parliament 
was  diJlblved,  every  Man  going  Home  with  Joy  and 
Satisfaction  [u). 

The  Affairs  in  Scotland,  at  this  Time,  went  worfe 
than  at  Home  j  Robert  Bruce*  their  new  King,  taking 
,  Advantage  of  the  Civil  Diflentions  in  England*  had 
^ao^C.now  reduced  moft  Part  of  that  Country  to  his  Obedi- 
Bockbutn.       ence.    To  recover  what  was  loft,  Edward  railes  a 
vaft  Army  and  marches  again  ft  the  Scotch  King  j  but 
met  with  fo  great  an  Overthrow  at  Bannukburn,  that, 
after  leaving  the  greateft  Part  of  his  Army  dead  be- 
hind him,  he  retired  with  much  Precipitation  toTork(w), 

Here 


{u)  The  Charter  of  Pardon  is  preferred  amongft  the  Publie  ABt,  in 
Ftentb  j  and  there  ore  near  500  Name*  of  Lord*  and  private  Gentle- 
fnen,  the  latter  moft  of  them  North,  that  took  out  their  Pardons. 

Kmd*  Jxg,  Tom,  3.  P,  443. 

{w)  Thn  Battle  was.  fought  Jane  25,  1314, 


Of  ENGLAND.  iji. 

Here  it  was  that  he  called  a  Parliament,  or  a  Council,  King  Ejwani  11. 

of  his  fluttered  Nobility,  to  meet  on  the  15  th  of  Ju- 

gu/i  i  but  the  Nation  being  in  much  Conftcnntion,  by  AnnoRfgni  7. 

their  late  great  Lofs,  though  this  Aflembly  late,  from  l3I+- 

the  Time  aforefaid  until  Michaelmafs,  yet  nothing   At  York. 

but  the  Exchange  of  the  Lady  of  Robert  Bruce,  and 

feme  other  Prifoners  was  concluded  at  it  (*). 

This  Deva  flat  ion  of  Men  was  followed  by  a  dread- 
ful Famine  which  lafted  three  Years  and  deftroyed  an 
infinite  Number  of  People.   To  remedy  which,  and 
to  fettle  the  Price  of  Provifions,  which  were  grown 
exceffive  dear  at  that  Time,  the  King  fummoned  a 
Parliament  to  meet  at  We(lm\nfter,  on  the  20th  of  At  Weftminften, 
Damtor  this  Year.    When  the  Prelates,  Peers  and 
Commons  were  there  aflembled,  they  took  into  Confi- 
deration  the  fad  Condition  of  the  Kingdom,  and  how  The  Price  oflPro- 
to  abate  the  exceffive  Price  of  Victuals,  which  by  Rea-  fettled 
ion  of  the  late  bad  Years  was  grown  fo  fcarce  that  the  52^f°thT 
ordinary  People  had  much  ado  to  live.   The  Archbi-  scarcity  thereof, 
fhops,  Bifhops,  Earls,  Barons  and  others  of  the  Com- 
munity of  the  Kingdom  prefented  a  Petition  to  the 
King  and  his  Council,  praying,  that  a  Proclamation 
might  be  iflued  out  fettling  the  Price  of  Provifions  in 
the  Manner  following,  '  Becaufe,  fay  they,  that  Ox- 
en, Cows,  Muttons,  Hogs,  Geefe,  Hens,  Capons* 
Chickens,  Pidgeons  and  Eggs,  were  exceffive  dear, 
-that  the  beft  Ox,  not  fed  with  Corn,  fhould  be  fold 
for  fixteen  Shillings  and  no  more ;  and  if  he  was  fed 
with  Corn,  then  for  twenty-four  Shillings  at  molt 
The  beft  live  rat  Cow  for  twelve  Shillings.   A  fat 
Hog,  of  two  Years  old  for  three  Shillings  and  four 
Pence.    A  fat  Weather,  or  Mutton,  unfhorn  for 
twenty  Pence,  and  {horn  for  fourteen  Pence.    A  fat 
Goofe  for  two  Pence  half  Penny.   A  fat  Capon  Tor 
two  Pence.   A  fat  Hen  for  a  Penny.   Two  Chick- 
ens for  one  Penny.   Four  Pidgeons  for  a  Penny,  and 
twenty  four  Eggs  for  a  Penny.   And  thofe  who 
would  not  fell  the  Things  for  thefe  Rates  were  to 
forfeit  them  to  the  King.'    Proclamation  was  made 
in  every  County,  in  England  accordingly,   Mr  Tyrrel 
obferves  that  Silver  was  then  at  twenty  Pence  the 

Ounce  i 

(*)  Tjrrel  and  SrtJj. 
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King  Inward  U.  Ounce ;  which  mull  argue  a  great  Allay  in  it  at  that 
Time. 

This  Petition  being  made  by  a  Parliament,  from 
thence  it  became  a  temporary  Statute  (y)  ;  yet  it  did 
not  take  fufficient  Effect,  by  Reafon  that  the  Scarcity 
of  all  Provifions  {till  increafed.  A  Quarter  of  Corn, 
being  fold  not  long  after  for  twenty  Shillings,  and  Bar- 
ley for  a  Mark  ;  the  Sheep  being,  alio,  moftly  dead  of 
the  Rot,  and  Corn  being  fo  very  dear,  Hogs  and  Poul- 
try could  not  be  kept,  whereby  all  Manner  of  frefh 
Meats  became  fo  fcarce,  that  the  King,  going  to  St 
Mans  in  November  this  Year,  had  much  ado  to  get 
Bread  to  fuftain  his  Family. 

This  Parliament  however,  granted  the  King  a 
Twentieth  Part  of  their  Goods  or  Moveables;  but  in 
Stafford/hire  and  Sbropjbire  fome  refufed  to  pay  it,  and 
hindered  the  Collectors,  appointed  by  the  King,  from 
gathering  it.  Their  Pretence  was'  that  this  Tax  was 
granted  on  certain  Conditions ;  viz.  that  the  King 
Ihould  caufe  the  great  Charter  of  the  Liberties  of  Eng- 
iand,  the  Charter  of  the  Foreft,  the  Ordinances  made 
by  the  Prelates,  Earls  and  Barons,  and  the  Perambula- 
tion of  Forefts  to  be  obferved,  which  had  not  then  been 
duly  put  in  Execution.  The  King  was  much  furpri- 
fed  and  difpleafed  at  this  Remonftrance,  fince  he  had 
flxie~lly  commanded  that  all  thefe  Laws  mould  be  kept, 
and  had  afligned  Commiflioners  in  all  Counties  to  make 
the  Perambulations  \  whereupon  that  he  might  be  tho- 
roughly fatisfied  about  the  Nature  of  the  Action,  and  have 
the  Names  of  the  Actors,  he  appointed  one  of  his 
Clerks  to  go  with  the  Collectors,  and  to  make  Enquiry 
by  themfelves,  or  by  the  Oaths  of  lawful  Men  of  thofe 
Parts,  if  it  was  needful,  concerning  the  Particulars, 
and  certify  them  diftinctly  to  him  (2). 

The  next  Year,  1315,  the  King  fummoned  a  Par- 
liament to  meet  at  Lincoln,  fifteen  Days  after  St  Hila- 
rv,  or  Jan.  28 ;  where  being  met,  the  King  deferred 
going  upon  any  Bufmefs,  becaufe  his  Uncle,  Thomas 

Earl 

(y)  Per  PttUknem  Arcbieftifcoponim,  Epjjcsporum,  Cmitum,  Bat-ovum 
tt  altorum  dt  Covmunitate  Regnif  coram  nobis  et  Conjilio  nofiro  exbibitam. ' 
£«•  Pari.  &  tSj  36. 

f»)  Tyrrd  and  Brajj.  **  * 
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Earl  of  Latuajltr,  and  other  great  Men  were  not  yet  King  Edward 
arrived  ;  according  to  whofe  Advice  he  intended  to 
proceed.  But,  in  the  mean  Time,  the  Chancellor, 
Treafurer,  and  Juftices  of  both  Benches,  were  enjoin- 
ed to  bring  in  Briefs  of  fuch  Matters  depending  before 
them,  in  their  feveral  Places,  which  could  not  be  de- 
termined out  of  Parliament,  that  here  in  this  Seffion 
they  might  proceed  m  them  as  they  ought  (a), 

A  few  Days  after  the  Earl  of  Lanca/hr  and  the  other. 
Peers  being  come,  the  Caufe  of  fummoning  this  Par- 
liament was  declared  ;  being  for  their  Advice  and  A  Al- 
liance againft  the  Scots,  who  had  pollened  themfelves 
of  the  greateft  Part  of  that  Nation,  and  thrown  off  all 
Allegiance  to  England  j  the  King,  *  befeeching  and  en- 
1  joining  all  his  Leige  Subjects,  there  prefent,  to 
*  advife  and  affift  him  in  this  Matter  [b).*    Upon  this 
it  was  agreed  to  meet  the  next  Day  and  treat  about 
Parliamentary  Bufinefs ;  when  being  affembled  they- 
debated  many  Things,  which  took,  up  all  that  Day, 
and  the  King  commanded  they  ihould  come  together 
again  the  Day  following.    Here  it  was  agreed,  that 
the  AcVpafled  the  laft  Parliament  relating  to  the  Pro- 
clamation for  the  Prices  of  Victuals,  fhould  be  repealed, 
arid  that  they  mould  be  fold  as  formerly  at  as  reafonable 
Rates  as  they  could  be  afforded.    For  a  very  good 
Reafon,  lays  Walfingham^  becaufe  that  after  that  Sta- 
tute, Provilions  were  grown  much  dearer  ;  the  Dearth 
ftUl  continuing  in  a  greater  Degree. 

Two  or  three  Days  after  the  King,  by  the  Bilhop 
of  Norwich^  declared  to  the  whole  Body  aflembled, 

*  That  he  would  obferve  all  the  Ordinances,  formerly 

*  made  by  the  Prelates  and  great  Men,  and  alfo  the 
Perambulations  of  Forejls  made  in  his  Father's  Time  $ 

Waving  to  the  King  bis  Reafins  againji  them*  And 
rits  were  made  out  accordingly. 

The 

faj  The  Statute  called  ArtieuU  Cteri ,  and  the  Statute  of  Sheriff*  were 
^de  in  this  Parliament,    Stat,  at  Largtt  Art.  9.  E.  ». 

For  the  former,  fee  a  Tranflation  of  them  in  Cottier's  Eccl.  BtJI, 
Vol,  J,  P.  s io. 

(0)  Supplicant  &  injungcrs  Prelatii,  Prteeribus  et  caeteris  /idelibus  et 
Subditis  luis,  ibidem  exijlcntrbuit  ut  Jibi  in  Pr^emijfit  tonfubrtnt ,  et  fact' 
ft*t  Jibi  Auxiiium  eppwunum.  Ret,  Part,  No,  1,  An.  1  jlj. 
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Csg  Edwar J  ii.  The  next  Day  the  Parliament  granted  to  the  King, 
in  Aid  for  /his  War  with  Scotland,  of  every  Village  in 
the  Kingdom  $ne  ftoui  Footman,  except  Cities,  Bor- 
roughs  and  the  King's  Demefnes(f)  ;  and  thefe  Foot- 
men were  to  be  armed  and  furnifhed  with  Swords, 
Bows,  Arrows,  Slings,  Launces  and  other  Armour  lit 
for  Footmen,  at  the  Charge  of  the  Towns,  and  their 
Expenses  to  he  paid,  until  they  came  to  the  Place  of 
Rendezvous,  and  their  Wages  for  (ixty  Days  after4  and 
no  longer  unlefs  the  King's  Service  required  it,  at  foi 
Pence  a  Day.  Market -Towns  that  were  able  to  1 
chained  further  with  Men,  were  fo  to  be  charged 
the  Ring  promifing  to  give  his  Letters  to  the  Peers  and 
Commons  and  to  their  Heirs,  That  this  Grant  Jhould  be 
no  Precedent  nor  drawn  into  Example  for  the  future. 

The  fame  Day,  by  the  Advice  of  this  Parliament, 
the  King  ordered  all  the  Military  Service  due  to 
him,  which  was  the  whole  Militia  of  England,  to  be 
Summoned  to  appear  at  Newcaflle  upon  Tyne  fifteen 
Days  after  Midfummer.  Then  the  Knights,  Citizens 
and  Burgefies  granted  the  King  an  A  id  to  carry  on  this 
Expedition  into  Scotland,  which  was  a  Fifteenth  Part 
of  ail  moveable  Goods,  on  Citizens,  Burgefles,  and 
Men  of  Cities  and  Borroughs  and  the  King's  Demes- 
nes, which  they  were  poflefled  of  at  Michaelmas  laft. 

Before  this  Parliament  was  diflblved,  the  King,  to 
(hew  his  Sincerity  towards  his  Coufin  Thomas  Earl  of 
Lancajler,  fent  the  Bifhop  of  Norwich  to  tell  him, 

*  That  he  defired  he  would  caft  away  all  Fears  and 

*  Doubts  on  his  Account,  afluring  him  that  he  bore 

*  the  Earl  a  hearty  Good-Will,  with  the  reft  of  the 

*  Nobles,  and  held  them  to  be  his  faithful  Leige-men  ; 
'  and  further  toH  him  that  the  King  defired  to  have 

*  him  the  Chief  of  his  Council ;  requeftmg  him,  in  Be- 

*  half  of  the  King,  Prelates  and  Great  Men  there  pre- 

*  fent,  to  take  upon  him  and  aflift  and  advife  in  the 
«  Affairs  of  the  King  and  Kingdom.'  The  Earl  thank- 
ed the  King  and  humbly  requeued  Time  to  give  in  his 
Anfwer,  and  after  a  very  fhort  Paufe  he  coniented  to 

the 

(c)  Cities  and  Borroughs  were  net  exempted,  for  we  find  that  the  City 
cf  Lot: Jen  lent  two  Hundred,  Canttrbury  forty,  St  j&k&ni  ten,  and  fo 
in  Proportion  to  ill  the  reft*         JSam.  Dtniti. 
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the  Propofal,  and  was  fworn  of  the  King's  Council.  KiogEiwwi  it 
Our  Records  have  preferved  the  Form  of  this  Oath, 
or  Proteftation,  which  fince  it  is  Angular,  done  in  Par- 
liament, and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Roll,  claim*! 
Place  in  our  Hiftory. 

■  Whereas  our  Lord  King  Edward*  by  the  Grace 
of  God  King  of  England*  hath  with  the  Prelates, 
Earls  and  Barons  of  the  Land,  in  full  Parliament, 
requefted  his  dear  Coufin,  the  Lord  Thomas*  Earl  of 
Lamafier^  That  he  would  be  Chief  of  his  Council  in 
all  great  and  weighty  Affairs,  touching  himfelf  and 
his  Realm  ;  together  with  other  Prelates,  Earls  and 
Barons,  who  (hull,  between  the  King  and  him,  take 
care,  that  it  may  be  for  the  Profit  of  the  King  and 
the  Realm  ;  the  faid  Earl,  for  the  great  Love  he 
hath  for  his  Lord  the  King,  and  for  common  Profit 
of  the  Kingdom ,  and  the  Ordinanw,  which  he  had 
entirely  granted  to  obferve,  and  the  right  Laws  to 
maintain  in  all  Points,  and  in  hepes  to  make  Amend- 
ments in  fuch  Things  as  had  been  ill  done  in  his 
Court,  and  the  Eftate  of  his  Realm,  did  yield  to  be 
of  the  King's  Council,  with  the  Prelates,  Earls  and 
Barons  j  fo  as  at  any  Time,  if  the  King  (hall  not  do 
according  to  his  Directions,  and  thofe  of  his  Coun- 
cil, concerning  the  Matters  of  his  Court  and  King- 
dom, after  fuch  Things  have  been  mown  him  ;  and 
that  he  will  not  be  directed  by  the  Council  of  him, 
and  others,  the  Earl  without  Evil  Will,  Challenge, 
or  Difcontent  may  be  difcharged  from  the  Council ; 
and  that  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Realm  concerning  him, 
lhall  not  be  done,  or  perform'd  without  the  Afient  of 
him  and  the  other  Prelates,  Earls  and  Barons,  which 
ihall  be  ordain'd  or  appointed  to  advife  him  ;  and  if 
any  of  the  Prelates,  Earls  and  Barons,  mall  advife 
the  King,  or  do  other  Thing,  which  lhalt  nor  be 
for  the  Profit  of  him  and  his  Renlm,  then  at  the  next 
Parliament,  by  the  Advice  of  the  King  and  his 
Friends,  they  mall  be  removed  ;  and  fo  it  ftiall  be 
from  Parliament  to  Parliament,  as  to  them,  and  e- 
very  of  them,  according  to  the  Faults  found  in 
them. 

In  Witnefs  hereof  this  Bill  was  to  be  enterM  on 
the  Parliament  Roll. 


It 
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Kbs  Edwird  ii.  It  is  very  plain  by  ibefc  Proceedings  that  the  King 
did  as  much  as  he  coutd  to  bring  over  and  eftablifli  his 
Kinfman  in  his  Intereft  ;  and  further  he  created  him 
General  over  the  Forces  that  were  to  march  againft 
Scotland  j  but  Dr  Brady  obferves  that  no  Hiftorian 
makes  mention  of  any  great  Thing  he  did  by  this  Com- 
mand. Mr  Tyrrd,  indeed,  excufes  him,  and  fays  the 
Fault  lay  in  the  Diltruft  the  Earl  ftill  had  of  the  King, 
which  made  the  whole  Expedition  mifearry.  But  the 
Cotemporary  Hiftorians,  with  more  juftice,  fix  it  on 
the  horrible  Famine  which  raged  in  the  Land  and  de- 
ftroyed  fo  many  People,  that  no  Army  of  any  Confe- 
quence  could  be  railed  arnongft  them  (d)  However  it 
was.  we  may  believe  that  the  Fire  was  not  quite  ex- 
tinguifhed  between  thefe  two  near  Relations,  fince  in 
a  fmall  Time  after  it  broke  out  to  the  Deftmction  of 
them  both. 

So  great  were  the  Confufions  that  followed  the  laft 
Parliament,  by  the  Scotijh  Invafions,  that  tho'  more 
Parliaments  were  called,  yet  none  fat  to  do  any  Buii- 
nefs  to  the  Purpofe  ;  and  one,  particularly,  which  was 
fummoned  to  meet  at  Lincoln,  in  the  Year  1318,  the 
Writs  being  revoked  for  this  Reafon,  *  That  his  Ene- 

*  mies  and  Rebels  the  Scots  had  invaded  England  and 

*  come  into  Yerifbiret  committing  many  Murders* 

*  Plundering,  Wafting  and  Burning  the  Country ;  lb 

*  that  the  King  refolved  fuddenly  to  march  againft  them 
'  with  an  Army  to  reftrain  their  Incurfions  and  bring 

*  them  to  a  SubmuTion  j  and  therefore  this  Parliament 
'  was  put  off  (e). 

In  the  Midft  of  thefe  Tumults,  the  King  found  an 
Opportunity  to  meet  his  Parliament  at  Tark\  which 

had 

(J)  The  Farm ae  is  reported  to  be  fo  great  and  endured  fo  long  ai  it 
almoft  incredible.  The  near  cotemporary  Hiftorians,  Knighton  and  Wal- 
Jtngbam,  give  dreadful  Accounts  of  the  Scarcity  and  the  Mortality,  both 
of  Men  and  Cattle,  which  mur>  neceflarily  enfue.  A  Quarter  of  Wheat", 
the  Canon  writes,  was  fold  in  Leiceftcr  Market  for  forty- four  Shilling";  j 
twenty  Times  above  its  ordinary  Value  ;  for  the  very  next  Year 
there  wag  foch  a  Harveft,  that  a  Bufhel  of  Wheat  which  fold  before  for 
ten  Shillings  was  fold  for  tea  Pence  \  Oats  that  were  eight  Shillings  lor 
as  many  Pence,  &c,    Cbrott.  y.  Sttnve. 

0)  Srmfy  and  Tyrrel,  from  Rot,  Clauf.  Ii,  Kd.  IT.  M,  3.  Dorfo. 
The  Writ  to  the  Esrl  of  Lancafier  is  publifhed  in  fy/fy's  The,  P*k 
4f$>  **■  5S9*   A*A  <d*%*  Tw.  3.  P.  7*a* 
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had  been  fummoned  to  come  to  that  City,  three  Weeks  King  Edward  t% 
after  Michael  was  (f),  in  the  Year  13 19.  Here  it  was 
that  an  Indenture,  made  betwixt  the  Earl  of  Lancafter 
and  certain  Prelates,  Earls  and  Barons  who  were  fent 
by  the  King  to  Northampton,  to  confult  with  the  Earl 
about  the  better  Regulation  of  the  Government,  was 
read  in  Parliament,  and  all  Things  in  it  diligently 
confident  fg).  Upon  which  the  Parliament  agreed  to 
petition  the  King,  1  That  for  the  Honour  of  himfelf 

*  and  the  Profit  of  him  and  the  Realm,  that  for  the  great 

*  Affairs  which  concern  him  .ind  which  do  daily  happen 

*  he  would  pleafe  to  aflent  that  twv  Bijbops,  one  Earl, 

*  one  Barmy  one  Baron  or  Banneret  of  the  Pamify  of 

*  the  Earl  of  Lancafter,  in  his  Name  ana  for  him%  mould 

*  be  prefent  and  remain  with  him  by  Turns,  or  Quar- 

*  ters  of  the  Year,  to  deliberate  with,  and  advife  him 

*  in  due  Manner  j  and  that  they  might  deliberate  and 

*  advife  about  all  confiderable  Matters  out  of  Parlia- 

*  ment,  until  a  Parliament  fhou'd  otherwiie  determine 

*  concerning  them  ;  foas  none  of  thefe  Things  mould 

*  be  debated  without  the  Counfel  or  Aflent  of  the  Pre- 

*  lates,  Earls  and  others  which  remained  with  the  King 
1  according  to  the  Form  of  the  faid  Indenture ;  and 

*  if  any  Thing  was  done  otherwife  it  fhou'd  be  void.* 
The'  King  understanding  this  Requeft,  and,  fays 

our  Authority,  defiring  to  be  advifed  what  to  do  or 
ought  to  be  done  for  the  Honour  and  Profit  of  him  and 
the  Realm  j  and  confidermg  that  when  he  received  the 
Government  he  found  Scotland  in  War  againft  him, 
and  fmce.  there  had  been  Wars  in  Ireland,  and  many 
other  Dtfturbances  had  happened  in  his  Dominions, 
for  which  he  thought  it  necefiary  to  have  with  him  the 
greateft  and  mod  fufficient  Advice  he  therefore  agreed 
to  have  the  faid  Prelates,  Earls  and  Barons  to  advife 
him  in  the  Form  aforefaid ;  yet  fo  as  his  Mmifters 
fhould  always  perform  their  Offices  according  to  the 
Law  and  Ufage  of  the  Kingdom. 

And  whereas  it  was  contain'd  in  the  faid  Index- 
ture,  4  That  the  Prelates,  Earls  and  Barons  there 

*  named, 


tf)  Oet.  to,  Stat,  at  large,  n.  Ed  Hi 

\g)  See  the  Indenture  at  large  in  Brady  and  fyrrth 

Fuel  4ng.  'Tom,  3.  P.  7*2.  flrV. 
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xir.&  Edward  ii.  *  named,  had  undertaken  by  the  Aflent  of  the  King, 
4  that  he  mould  make  to  the  Earl  of  Lanca/ier,  his 

■  People,  or  Party  and  Followers,  Releafes  and  Ac- 

*  quittances  of  all  Manner  of  Felonies  and  Trefpafles 
4  againft  his  Peace,  until  St  James's  Thy  this  Year  ; 

*  and  that  the  Charters  of  Releafe  and  Acquittances 

*  fhould  be  ablblute  without  Condition,  and  if  better 

*  Security  could  be  found  for  them  in  the  next  Par- 

*  Jiament,  they  mould  have  it,  and  alfo  confirmed  by 

*  the  King  and  his  Baronage  j  the  King  by  the  Af- 

*  fent  of  the  Prelates,  Earls  and  Barons,  and  Commo- 

*  nalty  of  his  Realm  in  his  faid  Parliament,  granted  a 

*  Pardon  to  the  Earl  of  Lantafter  and  his  Followers,  for 

*  the  Breach  of  his  Peace,  and  whatever  belonged  to 

*  him,  by  Reafon  thereof;  and  of  all  Manner  of  Felonies 

*  and  Trefpafles  committed  againft  the  Peace  unto  the 

*  feventh  Day  of  Augujl  la  it  paft,  and  a  Pardon  of 

■  Outlawry  to  thofe  that  fhould  demand  it,  if  any  had 

*  been  pronounced  againft  them,  before  the  making  of 

*  their  Charters ;  and  commanded  the  Bifhop  of  Elyy 

*  then  his  Chancellor,  That  he  fhould  make  Charters 

*  under  his  Great  Seal,  ablblute  and  without  Conditi- 

*  on,  for  the  Earl  of  Lantaftery  and  fuch  as  he  fhould 

*  by  his  Letters  name  to  the  Chancellor. 
*  Alfo,  whereas  in  the  fame  Indenture  it  was  con- 

'  tatn'd,  That  the  Ordinances  mould  be  holden  and 

*  kept  as  they  had  palled  the  Great  Seal,  the  King  now 
'  willed  and  granted,  That  they  mould  be  fo  obferved, 
'  and  that  all  theie  Things  fhould  be  entrcd  upon  the 

*  Parliament  Roll,  and  fent  to  the  Chancery  to  be  en- 
'  rolled  there,  and  from  thence  to  both  Benches,  to  be 

*  like  wife  enrolled  in  them 
At  this  Parliament,  alfo,   the  Defpen/ers,  Father 

and  Son,  came  firlt  upon  the  Stage  j  Hugh  Dejpenfer 
the  Younger,  being  by  Confent  of  this  Aflembly  made 
the  King's  Chamberlain.  Sir  Thomas  de  la  More,  the 
Cotemporary  Htftorian  of  this  King's  Reign,  writes, 
That  he  was  put  upon  the  King  becaufe  they  knew 
he  hated  him.    But  the  young  Man  foon  play'd  his 

Cards 

{b)  Another  Pardon  pafled  the  Great  Seal  at  this  Parliament,  to  thii 
Patii..r  £it\  and  his  Accamplices,  there  named,  dated  at  York,  sad 
Djy    Qa<ibtr)  An,  Reg.  i»,  Fxd,  dt>g*  Tmt  3,  P,  733,  734. 


Cards  fo  well  that  he  quickly  changed  the  King's  Mind  King  Ed ward  li. 
towards  him,  and  he  became  as  great  a  Favourite  ae 
Gave/Ion  ;  for  which  he  was  persecuted  with  equal  Fu- 
ry by  the  Ordainers. 

We  have  not  met  with  any  Parliamentary  Aids  given 
by  the  Clergy  for  Tome  Time ;  but  at  a  Prorogation 
of  this  laft  Parliament  to  meet  again  after  Eajltr  a  a 
Aid  was  demanded  of  that  Body  :  They  excufed  them- 
'  felves  from  granting  any,  without  the  Pope's  Licence  » 
but  allowed  that  a  Me  ffenger  mould  be  lent  to  Romg9 
at  the  King's  Expencc,  for  that  Purpofe.  Ar  his  Re- 
turn he  brought  a  Licence  from  his  Hohnefs*  that  th* 
Ck-rgy  mould  grant  a  Ttuth  for  one  Year,  whicji  was 
done  accordingly  (ij. 

Another  Confederacy  of  the  Barons  now  ftarfed  up  The  Baron*  de- 
again  (I  the  Defpenjers^  Father  and  Son,  whofe  Lands Bund  that 
and  Lordfhips  they  burnt  and  deftroyed  all  over  Eng-        J!  * 
land.    Tfamas  Earl  of  LancajUr  was,  alfo,  at  the  Head  them* 
of  this  League  ;  and  they  h:id  bound  ihemfelves  by  cer- 
tain written  Inftruments,  or  Indentures,  to  purfue  both 
Father  and  Son  to  Deftruction  (i).    After  many  law* 
lefs  De vacations,  in  which  the  Innocent  were  involved 
with  the  Guilty,  they  marched  to  St  Albany  from 
whence  they  lent  five  Biihops  (/)  to  the  King,  *  To 

*  demand  in  their  Names  that  the  two  Dtfpenftn^  Hugh 

*  and  Hugh,  as  Traitors,  mould  be  baniflied  from  his 

*  Court  and  Kingdom.'  The  King  anfwered  the 
Meilengers,  mildly,  1  That  hlugh^  the  Father,  was 

*  beyond  Sea,  in  his  Service,  and  Hugh  the  Son  was 

*  at  Sea,  for  the  guarding  the  Cinque- Ports,  according 

*  to  his  Duty ;  and  that  according  to  Right  and  Cu- 

*  ftom  they  ought  not  to  be  banifhed  without  anfwer- 

*  ing  for  themfelves.* 

This 


(f)  The  Writ  to  the  ArchhUhop  of  Canterbury,  feff,  for  colle&ing  thi* 
Snbfidy,  is  in  the  Public  AR*  ;  in  the  lame  Writ  U  mentioned  an  Aid 
from  the  Commons  of  an  Eighteenth  Part,  and  a  Tvurij'k  from  the  Cities 
»nd  Burroughs  in  the  King's  Demcfna.  Feed.  Eng.  'Tom.  3.  P,  787. 
Dated  at  York,  Jufyzo,  An.  Reg.  13. 

{k)  See  the  Indentures  at  large,  with  the  Names  of  the  principal  con- 
federate Lords,  in  Brady  and  tyre/,  under  the  Year  1320. 

Ford.  Ang.  Tom.  3.  P.  868,  913. 

(I)  The  BiJhops  of  London,  Sa/ijfrury,  Ely,  Hereford  and  ChicbtfitrM 
who  were  come  to  the  Confcdeiate  Barons  at  St  Albert's,  to  procure  a* 
^ccomaodaiioj),         Walftngbam,  p,  114, 
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This  Anfwer,  tho*  it  feemed  To  fair  and  reafonable?, 
fays  TyrreU  yet  did  but  the  more  enrage  the  angry 
Barons ;  who,  taking  up  Arms  again,  marched  di- 
rectly for  London ,  where  the  King  then  was,  and 
where,  in  order  to  fettle  thefe  Differences  and  Difor- 
ders  he  had  called  a  Parliament  to  meet  on  July  1 5, 
I32r. 

Anno  Regni  i+t    The  Parliament  met  at  Weftmlnpr,  on  the  Day  ap-  . 

»3«*  pointed;  but  the  difcontented  Lords,  ihop  they  were 
At  WeAminAer,  fo  near,  came  not  according  to  the  Summons,  but  re- 
mained in  London,  in  an  armed  Pofture,  in  direft  De- 
fiance of  the  King  and  Laws,  for  fifteen  Days  after 
the  Parliament  was  begun,  without  once  appearing  at 
it  (m).  They  held  Councils,  however,  by  themfelves, 
and,  without  ever  confulting  the  King  about  it,  they 
drew  up  a  Sentence,  or  Judgment,  againft  the  two 
DifpenftrS)  and  brought  it  down  to  Wejlminfler,  with 
Force  of  Arms,  which  the  King,  being  in  no  wife 
able  to  oppofe,  they  got  pafled  into  a  Law  and  enrol- 
led accordingly.  This  Sentence,  or  Statute,  being  in 
the  Line  of  our  Hiftory,  muft  find  a  Place,  tranflated 
from  the  old  French ,  as  follows, 

*  To  the  Honour  of  God  and  Holy  Church,  and 

*  of  our  Lord  the  King,  for  the  Profit  of  him  and 

*  his  Realm,  and  to  maintain  Peace  amongft  hisPeo- 

*  pie,  and  the  Eftate  of  the  Crown,  the  Prelates,  Earls, 
■  Barons,  and  other  Peers  and  Commons  of  the  Realm, 

*  do  mew  againft  Sir  Hugh  Defpenfer*  Father  and  Son, 

*  That  whereas  Sir  Hugh  the  Son,  at  the  Parliament 
'  held  at  Tori,  was  appointed  to  be  Chamberlain  to 

*  the  King,  in  which  Parliament  it  was  agreed,  That' 

*  certain  Prelates  and  other  Great  Men  mould  be  with 
«  the  King  by  Turns,  at  fevera!  Seafons  of  the  Year, 

*  the  better  to  advife  him,  without  whom  no  great 

■  Bufinek 


(mi  In  Order  to  keep  Peace  in  the  City,  the  Mayor  cm  fed  daily  & 
Thoufand  Men,  weJl  armed,  to  watch  in  the  feveral  Wards  and  at  the 
Gates  of  the  City,  which  began  at  four  o*Clock  in  the  Morning,  and 
fo  conriuued  till  fix.  at  Night.  They  were  then  relieved  by  the  like 
Number  for  the  Night  Watch,  Two  Aldermen  rode  nightly  about  the 
City,  attended  with  a  Number  of  Officers  to  fee  the  Watch  well  kept. 
The  Gatei  wert  Ihutat  nine  o'clock  and  open'd  at  feven  ;  and  every  Citi- 
cea  w*s  tigered  to  have  his  Harueis  ready  on  the  k-aft  Warning, 

Fabian* tCbrmtltm 
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BufineCi  ought  to  be  done now  the  Did  Sir  Hugh  Ki„s  Edward  ir, 

*  the  Son,  drawing  to  him  his  Father,  who  was  not 
1  by  Order  of  Parliament  to  be  near  the  King,  or  to 

*  be  one  of  thofe  Counfellors,  between  them  both  have 

*  ufurped  Royal  Power  over  the  King  and  his  Mini*- 

*  Iters,  and  the  Government  of  the  Kingdom,  to  the 
1  DUhonour  of  the  King,  the  Injury  of  the  Crown* 
1  and  the  Deftruc"tion  of  the  Kingdom,  Great  Men  and 
'  People,  and  have  done  the  Wickedness  under  writ- 
'  ten,  in  contriving  to  turn  the  Heart  of  the  King 

*  from  the  Peers  of  the  Land,  that  (6  they  (the  De- 
1  fpenfers)  may  have  the  ib!e  Government  thereof. 

4  That  Sir  Hugh  the  Son  made  a  Bill  or  Writing* 

*  whereby  he  would  have  had  Sir  John  Giffsrd  of  Brim* 

*  mesfieidi  Sir  Richard  de  Greye ,and  Others,  enter  into 

*  a  Confederacy,  to  have  forced  the  King  to  do  what 
4  he  would  have  him,  and  had  almoft  done  it  |  the 

*  Tenor  of  which  Bill  is  underwritten, 
*  I.  Homage  and  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  is  morexrticlw  again** 

*  due,  by  Reafon  of  the  Crown,  than  of  the  Pcrfon  tht  ThfftaUm 

*  of  the  King,  and  is  more  ty*d  or  fixed  to  the  Crown, 

*  than  to  the  Perfon ;  and  this  appears,  for  that  before 

*  the  State  of  the  Crown  defcends,  there  is  no  Allegi- 

*  ance  due  to  the  Perfon  expectant ;  wherefore  if  the 
1  King  does  not  govern  himfelf  by  Reafon,  according 
1  to  the  Right,  or  Law,  of  the  Crown*  his  Lieges  are 

*  then  bound  by  their  Oath  taken  to  the  Crown,  to 
1  remove  the  King,  and  to  take  Care  of  the  State  of 
1  the  Crown,  by  a  due  Admimftration  for  otherwife 
1  that  Oath  could  not  be  obferved.  Now  if  it  be  de- 
'  manded,  how  the  King  is  to  be  dealt  with,  whether 
c  by  Suit  of  Law,  or  by  Rigour  r  not  by  the  former, 
c  for  no  Man  can  be  red  relied  that  Way,  becaufe  he 

*  can  have  no  Judge,  unlefs  it  be  from  the  King  him* 
1  ielf ;  in  which  Cafe,  if  the  King  will  not  be  guided  , 

*  according  to  Reafon,  he  wilt  then  be  obftinate  in  his 

*  Error :  Wherefore  he  ought  to  keep  his  Oath7  and 

*  when  the  King  will  not  relieve  him,  but  is  outra- 

*  gious,  and  will  do  that  which  is  injurious  to  his  Peo- 
1  pie  in  general,  and  withal  is  prejudicial  to  his  Crown* 
1  then  is  it  Time  for  them  to  proceed  againft  him  witll 

*  Rigour ;  for  he  is  bound  by  his  Oath  to  govern  his 
Vol.  h  <i  «P«opfa 
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King  Idvw4  II.  *  People  and  his  Lieges y  and  they  are  bound  to  go- 
1  vcrn  in  Aid  of  him,  in  Cafe  of  his  Default. 

'  II.  Upon  any  Application  of  the  great  Men  and 
1  People  unto  him*  the  King's  Anfwer  ftiil  was  accor- 
{  ding  to  the  Pleafure  of  thefe  Two,  in  turning  the 
1  King  from  his  Duty  againft  his  Oath,  and  the  Hearts 
of  the  great  Men  and  People  againft  their  Liege 
Lord. 

*  III.  By  their  evil  Contrivance,  they  v*ouM  not 
;  fuffer  the  great  Men  of  the  Realm,  nor  good  Coun- 

fellors  to  fpeak  with,  or  corne  near  the  King  to  ad- 
vife  him,  nor  the  King  to  fpeak  with  them,  unlefs 
in  their  Prefence,  or  in  the  Hearing  of  one  of  them, 
1  and  that  too  but  when  they  pleafed  ;  thus  uiurping 
Royal  Power  and  Sovereignty  over  the  Perfon  of  the 
King,  to  the  great  Difhonour  and  Peril  of  Him,  his 
Crown  and  Kingdom. 

*  IV,  To  attain  their  Wickednefs,  Covetoumefs, 
and  to  the  difinheriting  of  the  great  Men,  apd  the 
Deftrudiion  of  the  People,  they  had  pur  out  good 
and  agreeable  Minifters  who  had  been  placed  by  Al- 
fent,  and  put  in  others  falfe  and  wicked,  that  were 
of  their  own  Party,  who  would  not  fuffer  Right  to 
be  done;  as  Sheriff's,  Eicheators,  Conftables  of  Ca- 
bles ;  and  made  thofe  J  u  ft  ices,  who  underftood  not 
the  Law,  as  Sir  Hugh  the  Father,  Sir  Ralph  Bajity 
Sir  Ralph  Cam&t\  and  Sir  J&bn  Ingey  and  divers  o- 
thers  their  Friends,  who  caufed  by  falfe  Jurors  of 
their  Alliance,  the  Peers  of  the  Land  to  be  indited  j 
as  the  Earl  of  Hereford,  the  Lord  Giffcrd  of  Brim- 
nmfieHi  the  Lord  Robert  de  M<mthalty  and  other 
good  People  to  get  their  Lands  from  them. 

*  V.  They  falfly  and  maiiciouiiy  adviied  the  King 
to  raife  Arms  againft  his  People,  in  Ghutejitrjtire,  con- 
trary to  the  Great  Charter,  and  the  Award  of  the 
Peers  of  the  Land  ;  and  by  their  falfe  and  evil  Ccun- 
fel,  would  have  made  War  in  the  Land,  for  their 
own  proper  Quarrel,  to  the  Deftru&ion  of  Holy 
Church,  and  the  People. 

'  VI.  Whereas  the  Earl  of  Hereford,  and  the  Lord 
Mortimer  of  JVigmore,  by  the  Kind's  Command,  wera 
afligned  to  make  War  upon  LUudyn  Brtn>  who  had  Ic« 

•  vied 
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*  vied  War  againft  him  in  Glamorganjjnre,  when  the  King  Edward  IL 

*  Earl  of  G/ouce/ter's  Lands,  by  Reafon  of  his  Death,  were 

*  in  the  King's  Hands  ;  this  Lleuelyn  had  render*d  him- 

*  felf  into  thofe  Lords  Hands,  tt>  the  King's  Grace  and 

*  Pleafure,  and  upon  that  Condition  was  delivered  to 

*  the  King,  who  received  him  accordingly  :  But  when 

*  thefe  Lords  were  out  of  the  Country,  thefe  two  Sir 

*  Hughs,  the  Father  and  Son,  ufurping  Roval  Power, 

*  took  Lleuefyn,  and  carried  him  to  Caerdiff*  After 

*  which,  Sir  Hugh  the  Younger  being  feized  thereof, 

*  and  pretending  to  a  Jurifdiction  where  none  was  in 

*  this  Cafe,  there  caufed  the  faid  Lkueiyn  to  be  drawn, 

*  hang'd,  beheaded  and  quartered,  felonioufly,  forThingg 

*  done  in  the  Time  of  King  Henry  j  and  they  alfo  took 

*  upon  them  Royal  Power  and  Juriftiidlion,  which  was 

*  appendant  to  the  Crown,  in  Diftieriibn  thereof,  and 

*  to  the  Difhonour  of  the  King,  the  faid  Lords  of  J§!r- 

*  refvrd  and  Mortimer,  and  in  ill  Example  and  great 

*  Peril  m  the  like  Cafe  for  Time  to  come, 

*  VII.  They  ill  advifed  the  King,  to  take  into  his 

*  Hands  the  Lands  and  Goods  of  Sir  Hugh  Audley  the 

*  Son,  who  was  fore- judged  without  due  Procefs,  con- 

*  trary  to  the  Law  of  the  Land,  by  the  Covetoufnefs 

*  of  the  faid  Hugh  to  get  fome  of  thofe  Lands,  and 

*  by  other  falfe  Pretences,   contrived  to   get  the 

*  Lands  of  Sir  Roger  Dammery,  having  attainted  htm 
4  Upon  his  entering  into  Ghueejierjhirc,  to  the  Difhe- 

*  ritance  of  the  Peers  of  the  Land. 

*  VIIL  That  whereas  the  King  had  granted  by  his 

*  Letters  Patents  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  in  full  Par- 

*  liament  at  JVeftminfter,  that  after  his  Death,  his 

*  Executors  mould  have  his  Lands,  until  his  Heir  was 
«  of  full  Age  ;  which  Grant,  after  the  Earl's  Death, 

*  was  confirmed  by  the  King  at  Limobt,  at  the  Requeft 
4  and  Afient  of  the  Peers  of  the  Land  in  Parliament : 

*  Yet  the  faid  Sir  Hugh  the  Father  procured  his  Son 
4  to  caufe  the  King  to  repeal  this  Grant,  without 
4  Caufe  j  and  to  give  the  Gujrdianfhip  of  the  faid 
4  Lands  to  the  faid  Hugh  the  Father,  for  his  own 
4  Profit  ;  and  alfo  Imd  defeated  by  evil  Counfel,  what 
4*the  King  had  granted  in  his  Parliaments,  by  good 

*  Advice,  and  by  Afl'ent  of  the  Peers  of  the  Land  j  to 

Q.2  4  the 
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tciwirdil.  *  the  Diftionour  of  the  King,  and  a  gain  ft  Right  and 

*  Reafon. 

*  IX.  That  they  would  not  furTer  the  King  to  take 

*  reafonable  Fines  of  the  Peers  of  the  Land,  and  others- 

*  when  they  entered  upon,  and  received  their  Fees 

*  as  it  had  been  ufed  before  that  Time ;  flut  by  Cove- 

*  toufnefs,  to  obtain  fuch  Lands  by  the  Royal  Power, 

*  they  had  caufed  undue  Impeachments  to  be  brought, 

*  furmifing  the  Land  to  be  forfeited,  as  were  thofe 

*  of  Sir  John  de  Mvwbray  and  others,  to  the  Damage 

■  and  Diihonour  of  the  King,  and  contrary  to  the  Law 
4  of  the  Land,  in  Diflieri ranee  of  the  great  Men  and 

*  others  1  and  alfo  making  the  King  do  againft  his  Oath 

*  in  Parliament. 

*  X.  By  wicked  Cbvetoufnefs,  and  engrofing  of 

*  Power- Royal,  they  would  not  fuffer  the  King  to 

■  hear  or  do  Right  to  the  great  Men,  upon  what  they 

*  prefented  to  nim>  on  Behalf  of  himielf  and  them* 

*  felves,  touching  the  Difheriting  the  Crown  and  them, 

*  concerning  the  Lands  which  were  the  Templars : 

*  Alfo  by  ukirping  Power- Royal  they  governed  the 

*  King,  his  Council,  and  Prelates  j  fo  that  in  Matters 

*  concerning  them  and  their  Friends,  or  which  they 

*  undertook,  no  Right  could  be  obtained,  but  accord- 

*  ing  to  their  Pleafures ;  to  the  Damage  and  DUhonour 

*  Of  the  King,  the  Peril  of  his  Oath,  and  Difheritance 

*  and  Definition  of  the  People  of  his  Realm. 

*  XI.  Bifhops,  Abbots,  and  Priors  Elect,  who  ought 

*  to  be  received  of  the  King,  when  duly  elected,  could 

*  not  come  near  him,  nor  fpeak  with  him  to  obtain 

*  his  Favour,  until  they  had  agreed  and  made  Fine 

*  with  Sir  Hugh  the  Son,  according  to  his  Pleafure  ; 

*  nor  thofe  that  had  any  Grant  to  afk  of  the  King, 
4  could  obtain  it,  before  they  had  made  their  Agree- 

*  ment  or  Fine  with  him. 

*  Which  Wickednefles  being  notorious  and  true*  as  it 

*  is  found  by  the  Examination  of  the  Earls,  Barons, 

*  and  other  Peers  of  the  Land  j  Thtrtfm  we  the  Peers 

*  of  the  Land%  Marls  and  Barons,  in  the  Preftnce  of  our 


■  the  and  Hugh  le  Defpenfer  the  Father,  /ball  h* 
1  dijhtrited  far  roer>  as  Di/heritm  cf  the  Crcwrt,  and 
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Enemies  to  the  King  and  his  People ;  and  Jhall  be  King  Eawird  n, 
bamjbed  the  Kingdom  of  England,  never  to  re' 
turn  again,  unlefs  it  be  by  the  Ajjent  of  the  King^  Th*  Award  in 

*  and  by  Ajjent  of  the  Prelates,  Earls  and  Barons  fojtfcwc.*** 

*  Parliament  duff  fumtnoned;  and  to  quit  the  Realm  °* 

*  between  the  Time  of  the  Date  of  this  Statute,  and 

*  the  Feaft  of  the  Decollation  of  St  John  Bapti/l  for 

*  nine  and  twentieth  of  Augujl)  next  coming;  and  if 

*  found  in  England  after  the  Day,  or  if  they  return 

*  after  that  Day,  then  to  be  dealt  with  as  Enemies  of 

*  the  King  and  Kingdom/ 

This  in  the  printed  Copy  of  Old  Statutes,  is  called 
the  Banifhment  of  Hugh  Vejpenfir,  Father  and  Son. 
Yet  it*s  remarkable  that  thefe  Articles  were  admitted 
and  taken  for  granted,  without  any  direct  Proof,  as  the 
Manner  then  was  to  proceed  in  Parliament. 

After  this  Sentence  was  publickly  read  and  agreed 
to,  the  confederate  Lords  had,  yet,  another  Game  to 
play  ;  which  the  fame  Force  would  eafily  carry  them 
through.  They  bethought  themfelves  that  it  was  ntv 
ceflary  to  have  fome  Security  tor  what  they  had  done ; 
and  in  Order  to  it  they  addrefled  a  kind  of  a  Petition » 
or  rather  a  Remonftrance,  to  the  King  fetting  forth* 

*  That  the  two  Defpenferst  ufurping  Royal  Power, 

*  and  having  the  King  and  his  Mini  iters  and  the  Di~ 

*  rection  of  the  Law,  at  their  Devotion,  or  in  their 

*  Power,  the  Great  Men  of  the  Land  made  a  Confe- 

*  deracy  by  Oath,  Writing,  and  in  other  Manner, 

*  without  the  King's  Leave  j  and  then  they  and  others, 

*  with  Horfe  and  Arms(s),  had  marched  againft  them, 

*  and  took  and  feized  divers  Caftles,  Towns,  Manors 

*  Lands,  Tenements,  Goods  and  Chattels  of  the  King's 

*  Liege* Subjects ;  and  fome  of  them  they  took  and 
c  imprifoned,  and  others  they  ranfom'd,  and  fome  they 

*  kill'd,  and  did  many  other  Things,  in  deftroying  the 

*  faid  High  and  Hugh*  and  their  Allies  and  others  in 

*  England,  JValet  and  the  Marches,  of  which  fome 

*  may  be  called  Felonies ;  which  Things  having  been 

a?  «*> 

(r.)  The  Confederate  Lonts  came  to  this  Pj-lurnent,  they  and  their 
Retiruie,  chd  in  odd  Party  coloured  HibitJ,  Yellow  and  Green,  with 
■  Win-  Band  a-crofs  their  Breafta  }  for  which  Realbn  thit  Parliament 
jrts  wiled  igfij  after,  Tbt  fgriietrtcxt  of  l^bitc  Bandt. 
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King  Edvrard  II, 1  fo  done  by  Neceflity,  ought  not  to  be  taken  Notica 
'  of,  nor  punifhed  by  Law  j  nor  can  be  without  great 

*  Trouble  or  Hazard  of  War.    The  Barons  therefore 

*  pray  the  King,  for  Peace  Me,  for  the  aflwagingof  An- 

*  gerand  Rancour,  and  making  Unity  in  the  Land  ;  and 

*  that  he  rnay  more  entirely  have  the  Hearts  and  Good- 

*  Will  of  his  People,  to  defend  his  own  Countries,  and 

*  offend  his  Enemies ;  that  it  might  be  accorded,  and 

*  alfented  to  in  full  Parliament,  by  the  King,  Prelates, 

*  Earls,  Barons  and  Commons ;  That  no  Great  Men  of 

*  the  Realm,  Prelate,  Earl,  Baron,  Knight,  Clerk,  or 

*  Efquire,  for  the  Confederacy  made  by  Oath,  Wri- 

*  ting,  or  in  other  Manner ;  or  for  riding  with  the 

*  King's  or  other  Sanners  difpIayM  ;  nor  for  the  taking 
c  or  detaining  of  any  Caftles,  Towns,  Manors,  Lands, 

*  Tenements,  Goods  or  Chattels ;  the  feizing,  impri- 

*  forung,  and  ranfoming  the  King's  Liege-People  ;  or 

*  for  killing  of  Men,  and  other  Robberies,  Felonies, 

*  or  other  Things  done  againfl:  the  King's  Peace,  which 
4  may  be  judged  Trefpafles  or  Felonies  j  from  the  Be- 

*  ginning  of  the  World  to  that  Day  j  nor  that  any  People 
c  of  what  Condition  foever  they  were,  for  the  Trel- 

*  paffes  and  Felonies  aforelaid,  committed  fince  Cau- 

*  dlemas  laft  pair,  to  that  Day,  fbould  be  impeach- 

*  Vj*  jgTJevexJ,  or  molefted  at  the  Suit  of  the  King,  or 
1  any  other.    But  of  ail  fuch  Things,  by  this  Statute 

*  and  Accord,  mould  be  quit  for  ever  ;  faving  to  every 

*  one,  except  the  fa  id  Hugh  and  Hugh,  their  Right  to 

*  demand,  and  recover  their  Frank-Tenement  and  their 

*  Right  $  without  Puniftiment  from  the  King,  or  gi- 

*  ving  Damages  to  the  Party.    And  alfo  that  it  might 

*  be  granted  by  the  King  in  the  faid  Parliament,  That 

*  if  any  Earl,  Baron,  or  any  Great  Men,  for  them- 

*  fdves  or  others,  whom  they  fliall  name  to  the  Chan- 

*  cellor,  between  this  and  St  Michael  next  coming, 
.*  will  have  the  King's  Pardon  for  Suit  or  Procefsof 

*  the  Peace,  or  what  pertains  to  him,  of  all  Manner 
'  of  Felonies  and  Trefpafles  done  contrary  to  the  Peace  % 

*  or  of  any  Difobediences,  Contempts,  Confpiracies, 

*  Confederations,  Privy  Covenants,  and  Obligations 

*  made  againft  the  King,  they  fliall  have  their  feveral 
'  Charters  of  Pardon,  under  the  Great  Seal,  without  pay- 
ing 
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in 


Chancery  :  And  that  all  fuch 
4  Writings  to  the  contrary,  wherever  found,  ihail  be 
null  and  void. 

After  this  follows  the  Form  of  the  Charter  of  Par- 
don, that  was  taken  out  by  the  Earl  of  Hereford  and 
the  reft  of  the  Barons  and  Great  Men,  who  had  been 
Confederates  in  thus  violent  Undertaking.  It  bears  Date 
at  JVejlminfter  the  twentieth  of  Augufl,  in  the  fifteenth 
Year  of  this  Reign. 

When  all  thefe  Things  were  tranfatteo'  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  Confederate  Barons  had  got  their  Char- 
ters of  Pardons  in  their  Pockets,  they  broke  up  and 
returned  Home  (0).  Yet,  upon  better  Consideration, 
they  were  not  mighty  well  fatisfied  with  what  they 
had  done  j  and  fearing  that  they  had  provoked  the 
King  beyond  all  Poflibility  of  a  thorough  Reconcilia- 
tion, they  kept  always  armed,  and  never  trufted  them- 
lelves  bur  in  Jecure  Places  ;  which,  fays  Tyrril,  are  the 
vjual  Configuences  cf  urijuft  and  violent  Actims.  But, 
not  long'after,  there  happened  an  Accident,  which  pro- 
ved of  fatal  Confequence  to  the  Barons  Party,  and 
gave  the  King  an  Opportunity  to  recall  the  Dejpenfers, 
the  elder  of  whom  continued  Hill  abroad  ;  but  the 
vounger  lay  for  fome  Time  concealed  in  England,  yet 
afterwards  went  to  Sea  and  turned  Pyrate,  robbing 
whatever  Eoglijh  Merchants  he  could  meet  with. 

It  feems  that  Queen  Ifabel9  whom  all  Authors  al- 
low^to  he  the  chief  Promoter  of  Peace  and  good  Har- 
mony between  the  King  and  his  Barons,  intended  to 
make  a  Progrefs  to  Canterbury  ;  and  in  her  Journey 
thither  purpofed  to  lodge  at  Ledes  Ciftie  in  Kent,  over 
which  Bartholomew)  de  Badlefmore,  had,  by  the  King, 
beta  made  Governour  (p),  This  Man  was  a  rich  and 
potent  Baron,  and  one  of  the  Confederacy,  and  when 

the 

(0)  Th>  »  the  only  Parliament  which  Ryty  has  given  the  Procecdbgi 
(if  in  this  King's  Reign.  Here  ire  a  great  many  Petitions  on  private 
Affairs,  and  the  Petitioners  were  obliged  to  deliver  them  to  Cornm-iTm* 
nets  ajjpninrcd  for  that  Purpofc       Rtht's  Pl*e,  Pari.  P.  &c, 

if)  He  had  brcn  a  long  Time  Steward  of  the  King's  Houlhold,  and,  for 
1't.t  itcrviccs  the  King  gave  him  tin?  Caftle  in  Fee  \  and  had  been  lent  l*y 
the  King  to  t!«c  Baron,  to  defuc  they  would  Jrfiil  from  then  outragiouF. 
FroccMirnp*  arainft  the  Dtfpenfas,  wh'jjn  he  talHy  dcierted  *nd  joined 
wrh  At  Baffin.!,  Mtm, 


King  Edward  ff. 
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.King  Edward  ii.  the  Queen's  Marfhal  came  to  the  Caftle  to  provide 
Lodgings  for  her,  it  was  flatly  denied  with  this  faucy 
Anfwer,  '  That  they  would  not  fuffer  the  Queen  or 

*  any  other  to  enter  there  without  Command,  or  Let- 
,#  ters,  from  the  Lord  of  it.'  She  after  came  herfelf 
and  demanded  Entrance  into  the  Caftle  and  was  ftill 
denied,  by  which  flie  was  forced  to  feek  Lodgings  elfe- 
where.  At  her  Return  to  the  King  {he  complained 
to  him  of  the  Affrqnt  offered  to  her :  This -moved  bim 
to  a  great  Degree,  infomuch,  that  he  raifed  Forces  im- 
mediately, went  down  to  Ledes  Ca/lls,  befieged  and 
took  it,  and  hang'd  up  the  Deputy -Gove rnour  of  it, 
with  many  of  the  Garrifon,  upon  the  Spot. 

This  Digreflion  is  thought  neceiTary  to  give  our 
Readers  a  View  of  the  Rife  of  the  inteftine  Troubles 
which  followed.  The  Barons,  being  provoked  at  this 
Step  of  the  King's,  refolved  to  revenge  it,  which  the 
King  was  as  ready  to  vindicate :  And  thus  followed  the 
Cjvil  Wars  between  them,  which  all  our  Hiftorians 
have  fufficiently  defcribed,  and  is  foreign  to  our  Pur- 
pofe.  The  Earl  of  Lamafter  was  taken  Prifoner  at  the 
Battle  of  BsroughhidgSi  brought  before  the  King  and 
feveral  of  the  Nobility,  at  his  own  Caftle  of  Pontefracl ; 
,  when  Articles  of  High  Treafon,  for  divers  heinous 
Crimes,  were  exhibited  again  ft  him  and  he  adjur- 
ed by  thole  Peers  to  dye  the  Death  of  a  Traitor.  The 
King,  by  Reaion  of  Proximity  in  Blood,  remitted  the 
drawing  and  hanging,  and  he  was  beheaded  on  a  Hill 
near  Panttfra8y  March  2$t  1.322  (VJ.    With  this  Earl, 

m 

(f)  Sec  the  Articles  at  length  ia  Tyrrcft  P.  z$qt  &e. 

Fad.  Jrsg.  Tom.  3.  P.  936. 
(r)  Tills  Attainder  was  revoked  in  Parliament  in  the  futcer ding  Reign, 
on  the  Petition  of  Henry  Earl  of  Lantaflcr,  his  Broth cj  and  Heir,  Tho 
Hill  on  the  UoribEafi  Side  of  the  Town  is  called  St  TZvum't  Hill  « 
this  Day  ;  hk  Body  w  as  buried  in  the  Priory  Church  there,  which  is  now 
the  old  decayed  Psrifli  Church,  on  the  Eight  Hand  of  the  High  Altar, 
and  many  Miracles  were  reported  to  be  done  at  hii  Tomb.  Dr  Brady 
has  printed  an  old  Legend  of  them.  Mr  Tyrrel  beftows  a  whole  Page  on 
the  Truth  of  thefe  Miracles,  and  concludes  thus,  <  I  have  no  more  to 
'  fay  concerning  the  intended  Sainting  of  this  great  Nobleman,  but  that 

*  the  People  of  England,  when  excited  by  the  Monks,  have  been  very 

*  prone  to  count  thofe  for  Saints  whom  they  fuppofed  laid  down  tbein 

*  Lives  m  Defence  of  tbt  Libtrtia  of 'tit  Cbvreb  and  Nation  j  as  appears 

*  by  the  Hymns  and  Prayers  that  were  addrefled  to  Simon  Mantfort  Earf, 

*  of  Lcittjltr,  mentioned  in  the  Reign  of  Jfcaqi  the  Third, ' 


I 


11  many  of  the  confederate  Barons,  taken  at  the  fame  King  Edwird  B 
Time,  who  were  executed  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  King- 
dom j  amongft  whom  was  Berth \  de  Ba  die/more,  the 
Author  of  all  this  Mifchief.  * 

The  King  being  at  Derby,  juft  before  the  Defeat  of  Anno  Regni  15. 
the  Barons  Army,  ifliied  his  Summons  for  a  Parliament,  I3«» 
dated  from  the  fame  Place  March  14,  in  the  1 5  th  Year   At  Yor^ 
of  his  Reign,  to  be  h olden  at  York  (s).    They  met  in 
that  City,  according  10  Summons,  three  Weeks  after 
Eafler  j  when  upon  the  Petitions  of  the  Defpenfers^  Fa- 
ther  and  Son,  to  the  King,  the  Procefs  and  Judgment 
again  ft  them  for  their  D  inheritance  and  Exile  were 
brought  into  Parliament ;  and,  upon  mewing  divers 
Errors  in  them  (t),  they  were  revoked  and  made  null. 
All  which  Procefs  and  the  Statute  made  thereupon,  being 
(til]  on  the  Rolls  in  the  Tower,  are  tranHated  at  large 
by  Dr  Brady,  becaufe,  fays  he,  *  they  contain  fome 

*  of  the  Hiftory  and  much  of  the  Practice  and  Man- 

*  ner  of  Great  Men's  living  in  thofe  Days/  As  we 
have  given  the  Articles  exhibited  againft  the  Defpenfers, 
it  would  be  inconfiftent  with  the  Impartiality  wc  pro- 
fefs,  to  omit  the  Statute  for  revoking  their  Sentence  of 
Banifhment ;  fince  it  may  juftly  Hand  as  a  Summary  of 
the  Defence  they  were  not  allowed  to  make  at  the 
Time  of  their  Accufation. 

This  Statute  of  Revocation  firft  relates  to  Hugh  the 
Son,  and  begins  with  the  Recital  of  the  Sentence  or 
Award  made  at  a  Parliament,  held  threq  Weeks  after 
Midfummer  ]aft  paft,  agairft  the  faid  Defpenfers,  Fa- 
ther and  Son  ;  as  alfo  a  Petition  which  the  Son  had 
Ibme  Time  before  given  to  the  King,  mewing,  *  That  The  Petition  of 

*  while  he  was  in  his  Service,  as  his  Chamberlain,  the*hc  two.  5erPea" 

*  Lords  Mortimers,  Uncle  and  Nephew,  with  divera^ 

*  Barons  there  named,  made  a  Confederacy  by  Oath 

*  and  Writing,  to  purfue  and  deftroy  him  :  By  Virtue 

4  of 


(*)  The  King's  Writ  to  the  Eirl  of  Arundah,  Chief  Juftice  of  Wales, 
commanding  him  to  fend  14  Members  from  South  Wales  r  and  as  many 
from  North  Wales,  to  this  Parliament  at  TV*,  is  in  Rytys  T{ae,  Part 
Atf.  P.  570. 

(t)  One  Kcafon  afljgned  for  the  reverting  them  waj,  that  none  of  the 
BiJhcps  aflented  to  the  ^ward  of  BaniJhmcnt,  but  enter'd  into  a  Pro- 
tpftation  aifcainft  it. 

Gdlias  EctU  ftifi%  P.  516.  FromCkw/  15  Ed*  II,  ilf.  14.  Dorjb, 
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Kiag  Edward  a. 4  of  which,  they  with  their  Retinues,  confifting 

'  800  Men  at  Arms,  500  Hoblers,  or  Light  Horfe, 
*'  and  1  o,oao  Foot,  came  to  Newport  in  IVaki ;  and 

*  from  thence  marched  forwards  to  take  his  Towns  at 

*  Caftles  ;  and  entering  upon  his  Lands,  they  kille 

*  Part  of  his  Tenants  or  People ;  fome  of  which  were 
'  Knights,  therein  named,  befides  others  of  the  lame 
1  Degree,  who  were  made  Prifoners;  and  they  took 

*  and  carried  away  his  Goods  and  Chattels.   Then  it 

*  proceeds  to  recoimt  every  Thing  in  particular;  as 

*  how  much  Provifions  of  all  Sorts,  what  Horfes,  Ar- 
■  mour,  and  other  Things,  were  loft  5  as  alfo  how 

*  many  Oxen,  Cows  and  Sheep,  to  a  vaft  Quantity, 

*  they  then  plunder'd  and  carried  away  ;  together  with 

*  the  Lofs  of  his  Charters,  Writings,  and  ready  Money  \ 

*  as  alfo  the  burning  his  Granges,  deftrpying  his  Crop 

*  upon  the  Ground,  feizing  of  his  Rents  and  Debts 

*  and  difparking  his  Parks  ;  all  which  Damages,  as  ap 

*  pear'd  by  cafting  up  the  Particulars  therein  mentioned, 

*  amounted  to  the  Sum  of  near  Twenty  Thouiand 

*  Pounds. 

Then  it  further  recites,  *  That  they,  the  faiq1  Earls 

*  and  Borons,  with  ai!  their  Force  and  Power  came  tc 

*  the  Parliament  at  IVejlminfter  \  and  there,  upon  falJi 

*  A  ecu  fations,  without  calling  the  laid  Hugh  to  anfwer, 

*  againft  all  Manner  of  Right  and  Reafon,  and  againf 

*  the  Law  of  the  Land,  erroneoufly  awarded  him  to 

*  be  difinherited,  and  exiled  England ;  Wherefore 

*  prays  the  King,  as  he  is  bound  by  Right  of  his 

*  Crown,  and  by  the  Oath  he  made  at  his  Coronation 

*  to  maintain  all  People  in  their  Rights,  that  he  would 

*  pleafe  to  caufe  to  be  brought  before  him  the  Procefi 

*  of  the  Award  made  agiinlt  him,  that  it  may  be  exa- 

*  mined  ;  and  that  the  laid  Hugh  may  be  admitted  to 
c  (hew  the  Errors  in  it,  and  if  there  mail  beany  found f 

*  he  would  pleafe  to  repeal  and  redrefs  them;  with  a 

*  Proteftation  that  he  will  be  hereafter  ready  to  anfwer 

*  any  Complaint  according  to  Reafon/ 
Next  it  proceeds  to  fhew  the  Errors  of  the  faid  Pre 

cefsj  as,  *  I.  That  the  Great  Men  who  purfued  and 

*  deftroyei  him,  prayed  Pardon  of  the  King  for  all 
'  thofc  Things  which  might  be  judged  Felonies  or 

*  Trefpajfas 
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*  Trefpafles.  in  that  Purfuit,  which  they  made  by  tbeir      Edward  i|. 

*  own  Authority  j  by  which  they  wrongfully  made  them- 
4  felves  Judges  of  him,  where  tney  could  not,  nor  ought- 

*  to  be  Judges.   II.  That  the  faid  Hugh  was  not  call'd 

*  into  Court,  to  anfwer  when  the  Award  was  made ; 
4  alfo,  that  the  Sentence  was  given  without  the  Aflent 

*  of  the  Prelates,  who  wete  Peers  in  Parliament 

*  III.  That  there  was  no  Record  of  their  Purfuit,  or 

*  the  Caufes  contain'd  in  the  Award ;  alfo,  that  the 

*  Award  was  made  againft  the  Form  of  the  Great 

*  Charter ;  wherein  is  contain'd,  That  no  Man  Jball 
4  be  forejudged^  nor  in  other  Manner  deflroyed,  unlefi 

*  b  Judgment  of  Us  Peers,  or  by  the  Law  of  the  Land. 
Then  he  requefts  the  King  to  take  Notice,  '  That 

*  the  Great  Men  were  fummoned  to  come  duly  to  the 
4  Parliament,  yet  did  not,  but  came  with  Horfe  and 
4  Arms,  and  all  tbeir  Force  :  After  which  he  the  (aid 

*  Hugh  came  in,  and  furrender'd  himfelf  Prifoner  to 

*  the  King;  praying  to  be  received  into  his  Protection, 

*  to  profecute  his  Complaint,  and  that  Right  might  be 
'  done  him  in  thefe  Matters  :  That  the  King  received 
c  him  as  he  ought  to  do ;  and  caufed  his  Petition  to 

*  be  carried  to  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  the  Bi- 
4  mops,  and  other  Prelates  and  Clergy  in  the  Province 
4  of  Canterbury,  then  being  in  a  Provincial  Council  at 

*  London  \  charging  them  by  the  Faith  they  owed  to 

*  him,  toadvife  about  the  Petition,  and  let  him  know 
'  their  Thoughts  concerning  it.   And  when  they  had 

*  well  advifed  thereupon,  they  anfwered,  That  it  feem- 

*  ed  to  them,  that  the  Procejs  and  Award  of  the  Exile, 

*  and  Difinheritance  of  Hugh  the  Son,  and  Father,  were 
4  erroneous  and  wrongfully  made ;  wherefore  they  a- 

*  greed,  and  unanimoufly  aflented  as  Peers  of  the  Land, 

*  and  prayed  as  Peers  Spiritual,  that  the  Award  which 
4  was  made  wickedly  and  wrongfully  againft  God  and 

*  all  Manner  of  Right,  might  be  by  the  King  repeaPd, 
4  and  annull'd  for  ever.   And  they  faid  further,  that 

*  they,  nor  any  of  them  ever  aflented  to  the  faid  A' 
'  ward :  But  that  every  one  of  them,  at  the  Time 

*  when  the  Award  was  made,  did  make  Protection  in 

*  Writing,  that  they  could  not,  nor  would  aflent  to  it 
4  for  fevcral  Reafons.    And  the  Earl  of  Kent,  the 

•  m 
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Kbg  Edward  II.*  King's  Brother,  the  Earls  of  Richmond^  Pembrok 

*  and  Arundel,  with  the  Prelates,  being  before  the  Kin; 

*  laid,  the  Award  was  wrongful,  and  againft  Law  and 

*  Right ;  and  prayed  him,  as  the  Prelates  had  done 

*  before*  to  null  and  make  void  the  Award:  And  the 

*  fa  id  Earls  aflrrm'rf,  lhat  for  fear  of  the  Force,  which 

*  the  Great  Men  fuddenly  brought  to  the  Parliament, 

*  in  order  to  make  the  Awards  which  was  to  then 

*  unknown  and  unexpected,  they  gave  their  Affent  to 

*  it,  and  atfo  advifed  the  King  to  fuffer  it  to  pafc ; 

*  for  which  Offence  and  Miflake  they  prayed  his 

*  Pardon. 

We  have  been  the  .more  particular  in  the  Recital  of 
thefe  Proceedings  mention  *d  in  this  Statute  i  becaufethey 
do  not  Only  ferve  to  confirm  what  our  Hiftorians  have 
related  concerning  thefe  Matters ;  but  may  alfo  inform 
fucb  as  are  curious  in  the  anrient  Proceedings  of  Par- 
liament i  and  what  was  then  looked  upon  fufficient  to 
render  any  Procefs  begun  there  erroneous. 

Then  immediately  follows  in  the  lame  Record,  a 
like  Petition  delivered  in  Parliament  by  Hugh  k  De- 
fptnfer  the  Father,  being  to  the  fame  Effect  with  that 
of  his  Son's ;  fetting  forth,  4  That  the  fame  Great 

*  Men  before  named,  and  other  Adherents  and  ,Con» 

*  federates,  with  Force  and  Arms,  on  the  Day  of 


One  in  Cambridge/hire,  Two  in  ltunt\ngdo)JUrey  Five 

*  in  Lehejiitjhhe^  One  in  Torkfhirey  One  in  Lincoln- 

*  jlh  e^  Five  in  Cbcjbire,  and  Five  in  tVarwick/hlrt ; 
9  In  all  Sixty- three  Mannors  there  named  ;  which  {hews 

*  the  vaft  Eftates  the  two  Lords  Defpmfen  had  in  thole 

*  Days.    Bui  as  for  the  Deftrudtiun  and  Havock  the 

*  Barons  made  upon  the  Lands  of  Hugh  the  Father, 

*  they  were  much  to  the  kme  Efieft  with  thofe  that 

*  wetedone  to  the  Son,  only  greater;  as  the  driving 

*  away  of  Twenty- eight  Thou  fa  nd  Sheep,  Twenty- 
1  two  Thou  land  Oxen,  Heifers  and  Cows,  befides  the 

*  fpoiling 
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4  fpoilingof  Two  Crops,  one  in  the  Barn,  and  the  King  Edward  il  , 

*  other  upon  the  Ground  ;  the  taking  away  above  Six 
4  Hundred  Horfes  aqd  Mares,  befides  a  vaft  Quantity 
'.of  Provifions  of  all  Sorts,  and  Armour  for  Two 

•  Hundred  Men ;  and  the  Deftrudtion  of  his  Homes 

*  and  Goods  to  the  Value  of  above  Thirty  Thoufcnd 
4  Pounds ;  as  alio  the  taking  away  out  of  the  King's 
4  Caftle  at  Marlborough,  Thirty-fix  Sacks  of  Wool,  a 

•  Chalice  and  Crofs  of  Gold,  divers  rich  Veftments  and 

•  other  Ornaments  belonging  to  the  Chapel 5  befides 
9  other  Goods  and  Furniture,  to  the  Damage  of  Five 

*  Thoufand  Pounds  more. 

This  may  fuffice  to  give  the  Reader  a  true  Notion 
of  the  great  Power  and  Riches  of  the  Enghjb  Barons  in 
thofe  Day*>  as  alfo  of  their  antient  Manner  of  Living, 
and  the  Reafons  why  they  were  then  able  to  keep  fuch 
great  Hofpitality,  fince  they  manag'd  their  Eftates  or 
Sememes  by  the  Stewards  or  Bailiffs  of  their  Mannors, 
who  fold  or  fpent  the  Live  Stock  and  Hufbandry  upon 
them,  as  was  moft  for  their  Lord's  Advantage ;  there  be- 
ing then  few  or  no  Farmers  or  Huftnndmen  able  to 
take  Leafes  of  Lands  for  Years,  much  lefs  at  a  Rack- 
Rent,  paying  a  yearly  Sum  of  Money  for  them,  as  is 
pra&ifed  at  this  Day. 

Then  excepting  the  Difference  of  the  Lofles,  fet 
forth  in  the  Fathers  Petition,  being  of  much  greater 
Value  than  thofe  of  the  Son's,  the  Conclufion  of  it  is 
alike  Word  for  Word  ;  and  the  fame  Errors  are  affign'd 
as  in  the  former  Procefs  or  Award,  with  a  like  Recital 
of  Hugh  the  Father's  rendering  himfelf  Prifonef  to  the 
King,  and  being  alio  received  into  his  Protection. 

Next  follows  the  King's  Judgment  in  this  Form,  The  Profs  ka* 
*:  We  afterwards  at  our  Parliament  held  at  York  three  Award  again* 

•  Weeks  after  E<fler%  in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  our^JSj^1* 

*  Reign,  caufed  to  come  before  us  the  Procefs  of  Parliament. 
4  the  Award  j  as  alio  the  Petition  of  the  laid  Hug b  the 

4  Son,  and  Hugh  the  Father,  in  tbefe  Words ;  To  the 

•  Honour  of  God,  and  Holy  Church,  tiff.  At  which 
4  Parliament  at  Tork9  the  laid  Hugh  the  Son,  and  Hugh 
4  the  Father,  being  brought  before  us  in  Court,  pro- 
4  fecuted  their  Complaints,  and  prayed  us  to  do  them 

*  Right  i  when  toe  ftW        toe  Son  for  himfelf  al- 

4  ledged 
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ledgcd  the  Errors  in  the  Procefs,  as  afbrefaid  ;  and 
alfo  Hugh  the  Father  alledged  the  fame  Errors,  and 
prayed  feverally  and  jointly,  that  as  the  Award  was 
made  erroneoufly  and  wrongfully,  againft  the  Laws 
and  Ufages  of  the  Realm,  and  againft  Common  Right 
and  Reafon,  that  We  would  annul  and  defeat  the  faid 
Award,  and  that  they,  the  Complainants,  might  be 
remitted  and  reconciled  to  our  Faith,  and  to  fuch  E- 
ftate  as  they  had,  and  were  in  before  the  Awards. 
And  hereupon  hearing  the  Reafons  of  the  iaid  Hugh 
and  Mughy  we  caufed  the  Procefe  to  be  examined  in 
full  Parliament,  in  trje  Prefence  of  the  Prelates,  Earls, 
Barons,  Knights  of  Counties,  and  the  People  that 
were  come  by  Reafon  of  the  Parliament ;  and  we 
found  the  faid  Award  was  made  without  calling  them 
to  anfwer,  and  wirhout  the  Aflent  of  the  Prelates, 
who  are  Peers  of  the  Realm  in  Parliament,  and  a- 
gainft  the  Great  Charter  of  the  Franchifes  in  Eng- 
land j  which  fays,  No  Freeman  fhall  be  bam(hed>  or 
otherwife  defrayed^  but  by  lawful  Judgment  of  his  Peers 7 
or  the  Law  of  the  Land  \  and  for  that  they  were  not 
called  tn  Court,  to  make  Anfwer,  CsV.  for  thefe  Er- 
rors, and  for  that  the  Caufes  of  the  faid  Award  were 
not  duly  proved  :  As  alfo  having  Regard  to  this,  that 
we  caufed  the  Parliament  at  IVejlminjier  to  be  fum- 
montd  m  due  Manner,  and  commanded  by  our  Writs 
the  faid  Great  Men,  who  made  the  faid  Award,  not 
to  make  Aflemblies  and  Alliances,  or  come  with 
armed  Men  j  yet  they  came  with  all  their  Force  to 
that  Parliament,  notwithftandingour  Command  ;  and 
when  they  came  to  London  in  that  Manner,  they 
held  their  Councils  and  Aflemblies  without  coming 
to  us  at  Weftminfler  according  to  Summons ;  and  when 
we  fent  to  them  to  come  to  the  Parliament  at  Weft- 
minflery  as  they  ought,  they  would  not  come,  nor 
let  us  know  their  Mind,  nor  the  Caufe  of  the  Award, 
tho1  we  had  begun  and  held  the  Parliament  for  fifteen 
Days  and  more,  and  caufed  to  come  before  us  the 
Prelates,  and  fome  Earls  and  Barons,  Knights  of 
Counties,  and  others,  who  came  for  the  Commons 
of  the  Realm  ;  and  caufed  it  to  be  publifhed,  that 
thole  that  had  Feu  lions  to  promote,  mould  deliver 

*  them 
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them  :  And  after  Proclamation  thus  made,  no  Peti-  King  Edvrard 
tion  was  deliver'd,  or  Complaint  made  againft  the 
laid  'Hugh  and  Hugh,  until  they,  the  Barons,  came 
as  afore  laid  ;  and  the  Contrivance  of  the  faid  Award 
they  wholly  conceal'd  and  kept  from  us,  unto  the 
very  Hour  they  came  10  Wefiminjler,  with  Force 
and  Arms,  and  made  their  Award  againft  Reafon,  as 
a  Thing  treated  and  agreed  on  araongft  themfel  ves, 
by  their  own  Authority,  in  our  Abfence  j  En- 
croaching upon  the  Regal  Power,  Jurifdiclion  and 
Connufance,  and  Judgment  of  thofe  Things  which 
belong  to  our  Royal  Dignity  :  Wherefore  we  could  • 
not  at  that  Time  Hop  the  <aid  Award,  nor  do  Right 
to  the  faid  Hugh  and  Hugh,  as  it  belonged  to  us. 
And  further  taking  Notice,  that  thofe  Great  Men* 
after  the  Award  made,  prayed  our  Pardon  and  Re- 
leafe  for  Confederating  themfelves  by  Oath,  Writing, 
or  in  other  Manner,  without  our  Leave  ;  in  purfuing  , 
the  Dejpinfers,  and  marching  with  our  Banners,  and 
their  own  Enfigns  difplay'd  ;  and  taking  and  poflef- 
fing  Caftles,  Towns,  Mannors,  Lands,  Tenements, 
Goods  and  Chattels  j  and  alfo  taking  and  imprifonmg 
People  of  our  Allegiance*  and  others  ;  fome  they 
wounded,  and  fome  they  killed,  and  many  other 
Things  they  did  in  order  to  deftroy  the^  faid  Hugh 
and  Hugh,  in  England,  Wain,  and  other  where ;  of 
which  fome  might  be  called  Trefpaflb,  and  others 
Felonies.  Alfo  it  appear'd,  that  thofe  Great  Men 
were  Enemies  to,  and  hated  them  at  the  Time  of 
the  Award,  and  before  ;  wherefore  they  ought  not  to 
be  their  Judges,  in  their  own  Profecution  of  them, 
nor  have  Record  upon  the  Caufes  of  the  laid  Award. 
And  we  are  bound  by  Oath  made  at  our  Coronation, 
and  obliged  to  do  Right  to  all  our  Subjects,  and  to 
redrefs  and  caufe  to  be  amended  all  Wrongs  done  to 
them,  when  we  are  required  ;  according  to  the  Great 
Charter,  by  which  we  are  not  to  fell  or  delay  Right 
and  Juflice  to  any  one:  And  at  the  prefllng  Advice 
and  Requeft  of  the  Prelates,  given  us  for  the  Safety 
1  of  our  Soul,  and  to  avoid  Danger,  and  to  take  away 
1  an  evil  Example  for  the  Time  to  come,  of  fuch  Un- 
1  dertakings  and  Judgments  in  the  like  Cufc,  againft 

*  Reafon; 
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King  Edward  11. 4  Reafon  :  Wherefore  we  feeing  and  knowing  the  (aid 
1  Procefs  and  Award,  made  in  the  Manner  aforefaid, 
«  to  be  as  well  to  the  Prejudice  of  us,  the  Blcmifh  of 
our  Crown  and  Royal  Dignity,  againft  us  and  our 
Heirs,  as  againft  the  faid  Hugh  and  Hugh,  and  for 
other  reafonable  Caufes :  We  by  our  Royal  Power, 
in  a  full  Parliament  at  York,  by  tbe  Advice  and  Af- 
fint  of  the  Prelates,  Earls  and  Barm,  Knights  of  Coun- 
ties^ and  Commons  of  the  Realm,  and  others >  being  at 
our  Parliament  at  Tori,  do  wholly  annul  and  defeat 
the  faid  Award  of  the  Exile  and  Difheritance  of  the 
faid  Hugh  and  Hugh,  and  all  Things  in  the  Award  ; 
and  do  fully  remit  and  reconcile  the  faid  Hugh  the 
Son,  and  High  the  Father,  to  our  Faith  and  Peace, 
and  to  the  Eftate  they  had  and  were  in,  before  the 
making  that  Award  in  all  Points.  And  we  adjudge, 
That  they  have  again  Seifin  of  their  Lands  and  Te- 
nements,'Goods  and  Chattels,  £sV.  And  we  Will 
and  Command,  that  wherever  the  faid  Award  is  en- 
rolled in  any  of  our  Courts,  it  be  cancel!* d  and  an- 
null'd  for  ever.' 

Ani  the  Roil      Accordingly  the  Roll  was  Cancelled  and  remains  fo 
tbweof c.uiceird.at  tnis  Day,  with  this  Memorandum  written  under  the 
faid  Award  :  *  Thefe  Things  above  written  are  Nulled 

*  and  CancclPd  by  the  Force  of  the  Award,  and  De~ 

*  cree  made  in  the  Parliament  at  York,  held  Three 

*  Weeks  after  EajierY  in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  the 

*  Reign  of  our  Lord  King  Edward,* 

In  this  Parliament  alfo  at  York,  the  Prelates,  Earls, 
Barons,  and  the  Commons  of  the  Realm  there  aflem- 
bled  by  the  King's  Command,  caufed  to  be  rehear  fed 
and  examined  the  Ordinances,  dated  the  5  th  of  Octo- 
ber, the  Fifth  of  Edward  the  Second ;  and  for  that, 
by  Examination  thereof,  it  was  found  in  the  faid  Par- 
liament, '  That  by  the  Things  which  were  formerly 
ordained,  the  King's  Power  was  reftrained  in  many 
Things  contrary  to  what  was  due  to  his  Seigniory 
Royal,  and  contrary  to  the  Slate  of  the  Crown  ; 
and  alfo  for  that  in  Times  part,  by  fuch  Ordinances 
and  Provifions  made  by  Subjects  over  the  Power 
Royal  of  the  Anceftors  of  our  Lord  the  King, 
Troubles  and  Wars  came  upon  the  Realm  5  by  which 

•  ifat 
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'  the  Land  or  Nation  was  In  Danger ;  it  was  accorded  King  Edwud  11, 
'  and  eftablifhed  in  the  faid  Parliament  by  our  Lord 

*  the  King,  the  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  and  all  the 
1  Commonalty  of  the  Realm  at  that  Parliament  aflem- 

*  bled,  That  all  thofe.  Things  ordained  by  the  former 

*  Ordainers,  and  contained  in  thofe  Ordinances  from 
1  thence  forth  for  the  Time  to  come,  mould  ceafeand 

*  lofe  their  Force  and  Effect  for  ever  -y  and  that  from 
1  thence  forward  in  no  Time,  no  Manner  of  Ordinances 
1  or  Provisions  made  by  the  Subjects  of  our  Lord  the  King  The  Ordinan- 
4  or  his  Heirs,  by  any  Power  or  Commiflion  what-  j£ 3 J'c}anr„dflQto 

*  ever,  over  or  upon  the  Power  Royal  of  our  Lord  the  0f  tah"  p«7oJ;*I 
'  King,  or  his  Heirs,  oragainft  the  State  of  the  Crown,  tire  Royal. 

*  fhall  be  of  any  Value  or  Forur,  but  all  Things  that 
1  ftall  be  eftablifhed  for  the  Eftate  of  the  King  and  his 

*  Heirs,  and  for  the  State  of  the  Realm  and  People  may 

*  be  treated,  accorded,  and  eftablifhed  in  Parliament 

*  by  the  King,  with  and  by  the  Afient  of  the  Prelates, 

*  Earls,  Barons,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Realm,  as 
'  hath  been  accuftomed.' 

At  this  Parliament  all  fuch  as  had  taken  Part  with 
the  Earls  of  Lancajter  and  Hereford  were  diftierited  of 
*U  their  Lands  and  Pofleflions,  except  the  Lord  Hugh 
Dudley  the  Younger,  and  fome  few  more ;  the  faid 
Lord  was  pardoned  becaufe  he  had  married  the  King's 
Neice,  Siller  to  Gilbert  Earl  of  Ghucefter^  flain  at  the 
Battle  of  Bannoikburn  in  Scotland.    Here,  alio,  the 
King's  eldeft  Son  was  created  Prince  of  Waki  and  Duke 
of  Aquuain\  Hugh  Dejpenjer,  the  Elder,  Earl  of  IWn- 
cbejier  ;  and  Andrew  de  Barkeley,  who  commanded 
**art  of  the  King's  Forces  at  the  late  Battle  of  Bur* 
^zegbbridge.  Earl  of  Carlijle.    The  King  caufed  the 
Ordinances  made  by  the  Lords  to  be  examined,  by  Men 
Judgment,  and  fuch  as  were  thought  necelTary  to 
ke»  eftablifhed  he  commanded  mould  be  called  Statutes. 
large  Subfidy  was  granted  by  the  Laity  to  the  King  j 
Clergy  of  the  Province  of  Canterbury  gave  five 
*_^nce  of  every  Mark,  and  thofe  of  the  Province  of 
orh  four  Pence  (tt). 

Vol.  I.  R  King 

ifi)  Knygbton  and  Hulling jhcad*s  Chron. 

There  is  a  Statute  extant  laid  to  be  made  at  Carlijttt  1 5  Ed,  lit  but 
not  find  any  Summons  t0  it,   Stat,  at  Large, 
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King  Edward  having  thus  intircly  fubdued  all  his 
Enemies  it  might  reasonably  be  thought,  that  the  reft 
of  his  Reign  would  have  been  profperous  and  happy 
to  himfelf,  whatever  it  might  prove  to  the  reft  of  the 
Kingdom.  But  Fortune  did  not  long  continue  his 
Friend,  but,  on  the  contrary,  raifed  him  up  a  near  do- 
meftic  Enemy ;  and  one,  who  by  her  Place  and  Sta- 
tion feemed  deftined  for  his  chiefeft  Support. 

About  this  Time  the  King  of  France  had  fummoned 
his  Brother  of  England  by  two  Embafladors,  to  come 
over  to  him  and  do  Homage  for  the  Territories  which 
the  latter  held  in  that  Kingdom.  His  two  Minifters, 
the  Dtjpenfen,  difiuaded  Edward  from  going  in  Perfon  ; 
and  after  the  Time  prefixed  was  elapfed,  the  French 
King  feized  upon  all  Guienne  and  Gajiaigny*  as  forfeit- 
ed to  him  by  Edward's  No n- Appearance. 

But  before  that  could  happen,  *  the  King  thought 
proper  to  take  the  Senfe  of  his  Parliament  about  this 
Embafly  ;  and  one  was  accordingly  fummon'd  to  meet 
at  London*  the  Beginning  of  Lent,  in  the  Year  1323. 
They  were  called  together  to  treat  of  divers  public 
Affairs,  but,  particularly,  what  A nfwer  was  to  be  giv- 
en to  the  EmbalTy,  concerning  the  King's  going  over 
to  do  Homage.  The  Lords  and  Others  were  unani- 
mous in  their  Opinions,  *  That  the  King  fhould  not 

*  go  in  Perfon,  butfhould  fend  certain  Embafladors  on 

*  Purpofe  toexcufe  his  coming  over  at  all,  or,  at  leaft, 

*  to  delay  it  for  a  Time.'  Accordingly,  two  Perfons  of 
great  Difttn&ion,  the  Earl  of  Kent,  Brother  to  the  King, 
and  the  Archbifhop  of  Dublin*  were  then  nominated 
for  that  Employ. 

At  this  Parliament  alfo,  the  King  demanded  a  pecu- 
niary Aid  from  the  Clergy  and  Laity,  to  difcharge  the 
Ran  lorn  of  John  Earl  of  Richmond ,  who  had  been  taken 
Prifonerby  the  Scots*  at  the  Battle  of  Byland,  in  Tork- 
jbire.  But  this  Propoi'al  was  refuted  by  the  Barons,  for 
this  Reatbn,  *  That  no  fuch  Tax  ought  to  be  raifed, 

*  but  only  for  the  Ranlbm  of  the  King,  Queen,  and 
c  their  cldeft  Son,  if  they  mould  happen  at  any  Time- 

*  to  be  taken  Prifoners.'  "And  fo  that  Demand  fell. 
In  this  Parliament  Adam  de  Orkton*  Bifhop  of  He- 
rtford, was  arretted  of  High  Trcafen^  to  the  great  Scan- 


dal  and  Prejudice  of  the  Clergy,  fays  the  Canon  of  King  Edward*!!, 
Leicefter^  and  was  examined  before  the  King  and  Lords, 
on  divers  Articles.    It  was  laid  to  his  Charge,  *  That 


'  he  had  entertained  certain  of  the  King's  Enemies,  had 

*  appeared  in  the  Field  with  them,  had  furniflied  them 

*  with  Arms,  and  had  given  them  hb  Affiftance,  Fa- 

*  vour,  and  Advice  (#).'    The  Biftiop  being  a  fhrewd  Adam  ic  0rjeto» 
and  learned  Man  (j),  <aid  little  at  firft  to  this  Accufati-  S^SS- 
on,  but  being  further  urged,  he  anfwered,  1  My  Lord  Hi£fi  Treafjn. 

*  the  King,  faving  all  due  Reverence  to  your  Majefty, 

*  I  being  an  humble  Minuter  of  God's  Church,  and  a 

*  confecrated  Bifliop,  tho*  unworthy,  ought  not  to  an- 
c  fwer  fuch  high  Matters,  without  the  Licence  and 

*  Authority  of  my  Lord  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury \ 

*  who  next  to  the  Pope  is  my  proper  Judge  ;  as  alfo 

*  with  the  Confentof  the  reft  of  my  Fellow-  Biftiops/ 
The  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  with  his  Suffragans,  ri- 
ling up,  implored  the  King's  Mercy  for  him  j  and  he 
was  deliver'd  to  the  Cuftody  of  the  Archbiihop  'till  the 
King  mould  refolve  when  to  fummon  him  again,  to  an- 
fwer  to  what  might  be  farther  laid  to  his  Charge.  Soon 
after  the  King  iiimmoned  him  again  to  anfwer  in  his 
Court  of  Juftice,  [Now  the  King's  Bench]  which  the 
Archbifhops,  &c.  hearing  of,  they  came  in  great 
Form,  with  their  Crofles,  and  took  him  away  from 
the  Bar,  threatening  to  excommunicate  all  that  with- 
itood  them.  Upon  which  Edward  caufed  a  Bill  of 
Indidment  (z)  to  be  preferred  againft  him  to  the  Grand 
Jury  of  Hereford/hire,  which  being  found,  the  King 
immediately  ieizedon  all  his  temporal  Pofleflions :  And 
if  he  had  taken  his  Life  too,  in  all  Probability  he  would 
have  faved  his  own  ;  for  to  this  very  Man  was  owing 
all  the  Misfortunes  that  befel  the  King  afterwards,  even 
to  his  Murder ;  the  fcandalous  and  ambiguous  Latiri 
Sentence  (a)  hefent  to  his  Executioners,  being  faid  to  be 
iheCaufe  of  it. 

R  2  In 

(x)  He  had  fupported  the  Morttmtrs,  in  their  rifing  in  Walts t 

SpeuTtCbrsti. 

(y)  Says  TyrrtL  But  Sir  Tbomai  At  h  More,  who  knew  the  Man, 
fey*  he  was  wife,  fubtil,  and  leara-d,  but  otherwife  wilful,  prefumptu- 
cos,  and  extreme  f.idtious,  and  that  at  firft  he  difdain'd  tu  make  an/ 
Anfwer  at  all,  &c. 

(x)  An  Inqueft  to  be  impannell'd.  P*  I*  Mtrtt 

(*)  Edv«duja  ttcidtrc  wlitc  timci  t  h*m  efi* 
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i  Ed^rd  tU  jn  this  parliament  al{0j  ^  t}lc  Mannors  and  PoiTef- 
fions  of  the  Knights  Templars,  were  by  the  common 
Confent  of  both  Clergy  and  Laky  granted  to  the 
Knights  Hofpitalers  of  St  John  of  Jerufafem,  for  ever  ; 
as  appears  by  the  Statute^  at  large,  made  for  that  Pur- 
pofe,  under  this  Title,  Statutum  de  lerris  Templario- 
rum  (b). 

It  was  now  that  the  King's  domeftick  Grievances, 
hinted  above,  began  to  appear.  The  Queen  had  found 
Means,  under  Pretence  of  fettling  fome  Differences,  to 
get  the  King's  Leave  to  go  into  France,  as  alfo  to  take 
her  only  Son  the  Prince  with  her.  She  ftaid  fo  long  that 
the  King  began  to  be  very  uneafy  at  her  Abfence,  and 
wrote  ieveral  Letters  to  her  to  return,  to  which  fhe  al- 
ways gave  evafive  Anfwers.  At  laft  being  much  folici* 
ted,  flie  faid  it  was  the  Fear  me  was  in  from  the  young- 
er Defpenfer  was  the  Occafion  of  her  Delay,  And  what- 
ever Letiers  and  Mediators  the  King  made  Ufe  of  to 
prevail  on  her  to  come  to  him,  or  to  fend  the  Prince 
his  Son,  they  were  all  to  no  Purpofe. 

This  Lady  had  formed  a  Scheme  of  a  very  fcanda- 
lous  and  dangerous  Nature,  and  (he  deferred  coming 
over  'till  fhe  could  put  it  in  Execution.   The  diicon- 
TheKmg'a  Do-  tented  Barons,  who  ftill  hated  the  Dejpenfers,  had,  by 

coms  c  Intereft.     And  Roger  Mortimer,  her  Favourite* 

having  efcaped  out  of  the  Tower  into  France,  fhe  had 
the  lefs  Occafion  for  her  Husband's  Company.  In 
fhort,  (he  found  Means  to  raife  an  Army  of  two  or 
three  thoufand  Men,  with  whom  fhe  tranfported  her- 
felf  and  her  Son,  and  landed  at  Harwich  ;  where  fhe 
was  immediately  join'd  by  the  Earl  Marifchal,  the  Earl 
of  Leicejier,  and  other  Barons  and  Knights  who  had 
been  Rebels  to  the  King;  and,  to  give  the  greater  Sanc- 
tion to  her  Caufe,  with  no  lels  than  four  Bifhops  and 
all  iheir  Attendants. 

It  is  certain  the  Church  had  a  great  Hand  in  this  Re- 
volution, for  except  one  Loyal  Bilhop,  Walter  Stapleton> 
Bifliop  of  Exeter,  we  do  not  find  another  of  the 

whole 


(b)  There  is  a  Statute  extant,  called  .the  Statute  ef  Extra&t,  mad* 
this  Parliament.  See  Stat,  at  Large,  16.  Edt  \\t  JBut  (jie  TeiPfUrT5  Sta- 
tute »  put  down  in  the  Vcv  ft  lie  wing. 
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whole  Bench  untainted  with  the  Times.  This  Prelate  King  Edward  Ifc 
was  murdered  by  the  Mob  in  London  ;  for  which  the 
City  fearing  Ecclefiaftical  Cenfure,  forced  the  Arch-  ( 
bifhops  of  Canterbury,  York*  and  Dublin,  with  the  o- 
ther  Bifhops  that  came  to  the  next  Parliament,  to  go  to 
Guildhall,^  when  they  all  fwore  to  defend  the  Rights  and 
Liberties  of  the  City.  In  Prefentia  Comitis  Cantiae,  et 
Multitudinis  immenfa>  qui  ad  videndum  Fatuitatem  E- 
pifcoporum  quo  Mods  Mahometo  facrificabant,  confluxe- 
runt  (c). 

The  King's  Affairs  were  now  in  a  miferable  Way : 
He_made  fome  Struggles,  'tis  true,  to  withftand  this 
Tempeft,  but  all  too  weak,  and  he  foon  found  himfelf 
overborn  by  it.  The  two  Defpenfers  were  taken  and  ex- 
ecuted, without  either  Hearing  or  Trial  (d)%  and  the  Store.  * 
King  himfelf  made  a  Prifoner  in  Kenelworth  Caftle. 

As  our  Defign  is  entirely  to  purfue  this  Hiftory  in  a 
Parliamentary  Way  Only,  we  muft  refer  our  Readers  to 
the  more  general  Hiftorians  of  thofe  Times  for  the  Par- 
ticulars of  the  Facts  above.  But,  no  fooner  was  the 
Queen  fecure  in  her  new  got  Pofleflion,  when  (he 
thought  to  eftablifh  it  by  a  Sanction  of  that  Nature.  A 
Writ  was  iflued  out  for  proroguing  a  Parliament  which 
was  to  meet  on  the  15th  of  December,  as  fummoned  by 
the  King,  (lejle  Rege  apud  Lidbury,)  but  this  Writ  it 
not  on  Record  ;  and  it  is  more  likely  that  it  was  a 
trump'd  up  Writ  for  Form  Sake,  and  to  ground  their 
Prorogation  upon  ;  for  both  Tyrrel  and  Brady  agree 
in  this,  that  the  unfortunate  King  could  know  nothing  of 
thefealing  this  Writ  fince  he  had  fent,his  Great  Seal  jta 
the  Queen  and  Prince  fome  Time  before.  The  Tenor  * 
of  the  Queen's  Writ  for  that  Parliament  was  4  To  be 

*  holden  by  I/abel,  Queen  Con  fort  of  England,  and 

*  Edward  the  King's  eldeft  Son,  Guardian  of  England, 

*  he  being  then  out  of  the  Land,  to  be  holden  by  the 

*  King,  if  perfonally  prefent,  or  in  his  Abfence  by  the 

*  faid  Confort  and  Son,  &c*  Here  now  is  the  Policy  ; 

R  3  .  they 


{<)  Wharton^  HiJK  Sacr.  Vol.  I.  p«  367. 

Igc 
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(<0  The  Son  bad  a  Sort  of  a  Tryal  before  Judge  Truflet,  but  he  was  not 
allowcdto  plead  but  only  to  hear  his  Acculation,  which  was  very  long. 
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Kinj Edward  H.  they  make  the  King  call  a  Parliament,  and  ar  the  fame 
Time  declare  he  was  out  of  the  Kingdom,  which  they 
imagined  might  be  true,  for  he  was  not  then  in  their 
Hands.    The  Writ  of  Prorogation  itfelf,  which  evi- 
dences this  extraordinary  Affair,  Dr  Brady  has  printed . 
Mr  Tyrrel  fays  it  is  very  uncertain  where  thefe  Writs 
were  feaJed,  tho'  the  Matter  is  not  much,  adds  he, 
fince  there  is  no  Averment  againft  the  Record  (e). 
But,  by  what  Authority  foever  called,  this  Parlia- 
AnDOiuT,a0'  ment  met  at  ^e  Time  appointed,  viz.  Jan.  7,  1327, 
at  tVejlminjler  (f).    The  firft  Thing  that  was  moved 
At  WeOmiaflrr.  there  was  by  the  aforefaid  Adam  de  Orleiott,  Bifliop  of 
Hereford,  who  put  this  memorable  Queftion,  *  Wke* 
The  Parliament  «  thtr  King  Edward  the  Father,  or  bis  Son  Edward  Jhou/d 
him!TCt0d,:pof<:<  reign  over  them  f  He  was  feconded  by  feveral  other 
Bimops,  and  it  was  not  long  before  they  all  agreed  the 
Son  {hould  hnve  the  Government  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
be  crowned  King  ;  for  the  Rcafons  following, 
Their  Reafons.     L  That  the  Perforj  of  the  King  was  not  fufficient 
to  govern  ;  for  in  all  his  Time  he  was  led  and  gover- 
ned by  others,  who  gave  him  evil  Counfel,  to  the  Dif- 
honour  of  himfelf,  and  Deftru£tion  of  Holy  Church 
and  all  his  People,  not  confidering  or  knowing  whether 
it  was  good  or  evil  j  nor  would  remedy  thefe  Things, 
when  he  was  requefted  by  the  great  and  wife  Men  of 
his  Realm,  or  fuller  them  to  be  amended. 

II.  That  in  all  his  Time  he  would  not  give  him- 
felf to  good  Counfel,  nor  take  it,  nor  to  the  good  Go- 
vernment 


nt 


And  in 

:he  Con  ftabte  of 
:  of  the  Mannor 
ori  Jftfiemri  nof- 


(c)  See  the  Writ  in  Bradft  Appendix,  No.  70. 
Plac.  Pari.  Jtf.  P.  5831, 

if)  There  is  a  Writ  in  the  PuiUck  A3i  diretfed  to  the  Con  (la  We 
Dover  Cdflie,  to  take  and  fait  fixty  Do«,  out  of  the  Park  of  the  Mantii 
of  Br. 1  bur ?t,  in  order  to  be  fent  up  t.>  JVeflminjier ,  '  Receptori  lvjiauri  nof- 
tri  ibidem  Jiberandas/  againft  the.  Meeting  of  tbe  Parliamfnt, 

Teftt  Rcge  apud  Kenelwgrth  Jccimo  quarto  Die  Dccembrif , 

Feed.  Ang.  Tom.  IV.  P.  240. 

Another  Writ  is  extant  in  the  fame  Collection  to  Rkbard  Damtreyt 
Juftice  of  North  IVakt,  to  fend  up  14  Members  t  ram  Anglicus  fitam  Wal- 
Unis?,  to  the  prefent  Parliament,  Dated  at  Kmcl-worth,  January  11, 
when  the  King  was  »  Prifoner  in  that  Caftle,  which  is  the  laft  A£l  of 
State,  but  one,  dated  the  iztb,  which  was  in  this  King's  Name. 

Idem  P. 
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vernment  of  his  Kingdom;  but  always  gave  himfelf ^Edward m 
to  Works  and  Employments  not  convenient,  neglect- 
ing the  Bufinefs  of  his  Realm, 

III.  That  for  want  of  good  Government  he  loft  the 
Kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  other  Lands  and  Dominions 
in  Gafccigne  and  Ireland,  which  his  Father  left  him  in 
Peace  and  Amity  with  the  King  of  France,  and  many 
other  great  Perfons. 

IV.  That  by  his  Pride  and  Cruelty  he  deftroyed  Holy 
Church,  and  ihe  Perfons  of  Holy  Church,  putting  fome 
in  Prifon,  and  others  in  Diftrefs ;  and  alfo  put  tq  Same- 
ful  Death,  and  imprifoned,  banifhed,  and  difherited 
many  great  and  noble  Men  of  the  Land. 

V.  That  whereas  he  was  bound  by  his  Oath  to  do 
Right  to  all,  he  would  not  do  it,  through  his  own  Lucre 
and  the  Covetoumefs  of  him  and  his  evil  CounfeHors 
which  were  with  him  ;  neither  regarded  the  other 
Points  of  the  Oath  which  he  made  at  his  Coronation, 
as  he  was  obliged. 

VI.  That  he  abandon'd  his  Realm,  and  did  as  much 
as  he  could  to  deftroy  it  and  his  People  ;  and  what  is 
worfe,  by  his  Cruelty  and  the  Default  of  his  Perfon, 
he  was  found  incorrigible  without  Hopes  of  Amendment. 

And  that  all  the'fe  Things  were  notorious  beyoni 
Contradiction. 

Thefe  Articles  arc  faid  to  have  been  diftated  by  Tobit 
de  Stratford,  Bithop  of  Winchefttr,  Treasurer  of  Eng* 
land ;  they  were  written  by  his  Secretary,  and  a  pub- 
lic Notary  having  put  to  them  his  Probat,  they  were 
by  common  Confent  of  Parliament  fent  to  the  King 
then  a  Prifoner  at  Kenehvorth  Caftle.    The  Committee  A  Cf,mmi«« 
chofen  for  that  Purpofe,  were  the  aforefaid  Bifhop,  g^* *dinto £d 
with  Adam  de+Orkton,  BiOiop  of  Hereford^  and  Henry  demand  !mrL 
Burwajl),  Bifliop  of  Lincoln  ;  together  with  two  Earls,  fisnat5«n  of  the 
four  Barons  {g),  and  three  Knights  of  every  County  ;Cl0Va' 
as  alfo  ibme  of  the  Citizens  and  Burgefles  for  London, 
the  Cinque  Ports,  and  other  Cities  and  Towns  in  Eng- 
land,  Thefe  Commilfioners  had  a  Power  given  them 

«  to 

[g)  The  Title,  and  Names  were  the  Saris  of  Ltierfter  and  Warren f 
Riger  Grey  and  Hugh  Courtney  t  Baron?  j  Sir  Geffrey  Script  and  y^bn  He 
Stmba-jr^  JufHces ;  tu  »U  were  added  the  Abbms  of  Glafteniury  a:-l 
i>f«   Sttnot'i  Cttfn, 
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King  Edward  11.  *  to  refign  their  Homage  and  Fealty  to  the  King,  in 

*  the  Name  of  all  the  reft,  to  give  him  Notice  of  the 
1  Election  of  his  Son,  and  to  procure  his  voluntary  Re- 

*  Agnation  of  his  Crown  ;  or,  if  he  refufed,  ro  give 

*  up  their  Homages  and  proceed  as  they  thought  tit.' 
The  Reafon  of  this  mild  Proceeding,  fays  Waljmgham^ 
was  becaufe  the  Queen  felt  a  Qualm  of  Confcience  a- 
bout  the  Depofiiion  of  her  Hulband ;  and  the  young 
Prince,  affe&ed  with  this  feeming  Concern  of  his  Mo- 
ther {h)y  declared  he  would  not  accept  the  Title  againft 
his  Father's  Will ;  therefore  the  King's  abfolute  Re- 
iignaiion  was  thought  neceflary  for  their  better  Satis- 
faction. 

Another  Author  (/),  and  Cotemporary  with  this 
Revolution,  hath  told  us  by  what  Means  this  Resig- 
nation was  obtained.  He  writes  that  the  Bifhops  of 
IVinchejlcr  and  Lincoln  came  before  the  reft  to  the  King 
to  frnooth  the  Way ;  and  that  thefe  Prelates,  along 
with  the  then  Earl  of  Lancafter  his  Keeper,  perfuaded 
his  Majefty  to  relign  his  Crown  to  his  Son.    *  Pro- 

*  mifmg  him  as  much  Honour  after  his  Regfination 

*  as  before  j  and,  on  the  other  Hand,  threatning  him 

*  that  if  he  would  not,  the  People  would  yield  up 

*  their  Hormge  and  Fealty,   pafs  by  his  Sons,  and 

*  chufe  a  King  out  of  the  Royal  Line         Mr  Tyr- 

nl 

(b)  Ur  fin's  apparuif.  WaJGngham. 
m  Sir  Ihomas  de  la  More. 

(A)  The  Manner  of  the  two  Bifhops  addrefiing  the  King  on  thti  ex- 
traordinary Occafinn,  is  very  politely  drawn  up  by  Pere  Dy  Orleans,  in  hit 
HifVory  of  the  Revolutions  of  England,  in  thefe  Words,  *  Lei  Evcfqsta 

*  dc  Lincoln*?  et  de  WincheJrre  prirent  Its  devants  patir  rmpre  la  glace. 
4  lh  b fir en t  avee  affix  tf.adrtffe.    Apres  luy  avoir  infinite  le  fujet  die  leur 

*  Deputation,  iis   commencerent  par  raff  ewer  qu*on  1uy  conjervenit  let 

*  litres  fsf  ks  Hcnwurs  de  la  Royaute.    Puis  toumant  la  cbofe  du  cofie  de 

*  Diets i  &  faifant  lei  Predicateursf  ils  luy  reprtfentertnt  de  quel  merite  il 
■  luy  feroit  pour  F  autre  vie,  d*  avoir  facrifie  av  repes  public  une  eouronne 
'  que  fes  annees,  qui  £ avancoient  infenfiblement,  Pavertiffaient,  qifil  fat- 

*  kit  quitter.  Enfin  venant  au  Point  ejfentiet,  ils  luy  fir  eat  uakir  la 
4  grace  que  luy  faifoit  h  Parlement,  de  conferfcr,  malgre  fes  fujets  qu'on 

*  tsvoit  3e  fe  plair.dre  de  luy,  la  Royaute  dans  fa  maifcti,  &  de  permettre 
'  que  fin  fang  rtgnafi  dans  la  Perjoane  de  fon  fits.    lis  concturent  par  luy 

*  /aire  entendre,  que  s^il  ne  prenoit  ce  parti,  if  atiroit  le  cbagrin  de  voir 

*  une  nswutUt  famille  &  un  Roy  /lev  cbajfer  les  Phntagencttti  du  Trofne, 

*  qu'ils  cccupoicnt  depuis  Ji  fang  temps  j  qu'il  efioit  refponfable  de  la  cost- 
«  ronne  <f  Anglcterre  a  fes  ayeux  &  a  fes  defcendans,  ST  quit  ne  t  ensue 

*  qti1  a  lay  de  anferviT  a  unf  psflcritt  plus  bcurcufc  cette  htlle  PoJfejpQ* 

*  drfii  Peres, 
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rel  fuppofes  thefe  Arguments  not  very  probable  to  come  YAmxl  \\ 
from  the  Earl  of  Lancajler,  who  was  himfelf  Heir  to 
ihe  Crown  on  Failure  of  Edward's  Iflue.  But,  be 
tfcat  as  it  wilb  they  promifed  him  Safety,  as  to  his 
Perfon,  with  a  large  and  handfome  Allowance  as  to 
the  Support  of  his  Dignity.  All  thefe  Arguments  we 
may  fuppofe  had  Weight  enough  in  them  to  move  the 
King  to  comply,  and  to  make  his  Refignation  accor- 
dingly. The  Manner  and  Form  of  which,  fays  lyrrel, 
being  rery  grave  and  folemn,  and  we  may  add,  of  the 
utmoft  Confequence  to  the  Nation,  fince  it  is  the  fir  ft 
Inftance  in  Englljb  Hillory  of  this  Kind,  we  think  pro- 
per to  give  from  the  forecited  Author,  along  with 
Walfingham,  who  lived  in  the  next  Century,  as  the  belt 
Authorities  to  dire£  us. 

After  this  Deputation  from  the  Grand  Committee  had 
foftned  and  brought  the  King  to  their  own  Temper, 
the  whole  Body  of  ihem  was  introduced.  The  King 
came  out  of  his  Bed-Chamber,  in  a  Morning-Gown,  Which  he  «- 
to  meet  them  ;  but,  no  fooner  had  he  heard  their  Mef-  H™  accordinBly 
fage,  than  he  fwooned  away,  and  had  fallen  to  the 
Ground,  had  he  not  been  fupported  by  the  Earl  of 
Lancafter  and  the  Bifhop  of  JVimhejler*  However, 
coming  to  himfelf*  he  anfwered,  with  Tears  in  his 
Eyes,  That  be  was  very  ferry  be  bad  fe  mifbebaved  him- 
felf towards  bis  People,  and  asked  Pardon  for  it  of  all 
that  were  prefent,  but,  feeing  now  it  could  not  be  other- 
wife,  be  returned  them  Thanh  for  ehufing  bis  firft-hom 
Son  in  bis  Room.  He  then  made  his  Refignation,  by 
delivering  up  the  Royal  Enfigns  of  Sovereignty,  the 
Crown  and  Scepter,  which  the  Commiflioners  had  ta- 
ken Care  to  bring  for  that  Purpofe  ;  after  which,  one 
Sir  William  frxiffel,  fupplying  the  Place  of  Chief  Juftice 
of  England,  and  chofen  as  Procurator,  was  ordered,  by 
the  whole  Committee,  to  pronounce  their  Refignation  p/™)*'" ^ 
of  Homage  to  the  King,  which  he  did  in  th's  Form,  nowkTSirHb- 

1  I  William  Tntjfel,  Procurator  of  the  Prelates,  Earls,  mage  and  Feain 

*  and  Barons,  and  other  People  in  my  Procuracy  na- 

*  med,  having  for  this  full  and  fufficient  Power,  do 

*  furrender,  and  deliver  up  to  you  Edward,  King;  of 

*  England,  before  this  Time,  the  Homage  and  Fealty 

*  of  the  Perfons  in  my  Procuracy  named,  in  the  Name 

*  of 


King  Edward  II, 


1  chufe  his 
Son  Edward  in 
his  Stead. 
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*  of  them,  and  every  of  them,  for  certain  Caufes  there- 

*  in  mentioned  ;  and  do  return  them  up  to  you  Edr 
1  wardy  and  acquit  or  difcharge  the  Perfons  aforefaid, 
c  in  the  beft  Manner  that  the  Law  and  Cuftom  an 

*  give  it ;  and  do  make  this  Proteftation  in  the  Name 

*  of  all  thofe  that  will  not  for  the  future  be  in  your 

*  Fealty,  or  Allegiance,  nor  claim  to  hold  any  Thing 

*  of  you,  as  King ;  but  account  you  as  a  private  Per- 

*  fon,  without  anyJManner  of  Royal  Dignity.* 

The  Ceremony  ended  with  Sir  Thomas  Bluni\  the 
High  Steward's,  breaking  his  Staff,  declaring  all  the 
King's  Officers  difcharged  from  his  Service,  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  if  the  King  was  actually  dead. 

The  Commiffioners  returning  to  Parliament  with  the 
King's  Anfwer  and  the  Royal  Enfigns,  made  the  Com- 
mon People  (I)  rejoice  ;  and  prefently,  the  whole  Com- 
munity  of  the  Kingdom  admitted  Edivard,  a  Youth  of 
fourteen  Years  of  Age,  to  be  their  King- 
After  this  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  preached 
a  Sermon,  before  the  whole  Affembly  ;  his  Text  was 
Vox  Pcpuli  Vox  Dei ;  exhorting  his  Audience  to  pray 
for  the  King  whom  they  had  chofen.  Thus,  fays  an 
Author,  the  Lawyers  found  out  a  legal  Method  to  de- 
prive their  King  of  Sovereignty  ;  and  the  Divines  con- 
secrated their  mighty  Power  in  calling  their  Voice  a 
Divine  Ekclion  (m). 

All  this  was  done  on  the20th  ot  January  1327,  and 
which  is  called  the  firft  Day  of  his  Reign  ;  for  from 
that  Time  he  afted  as  King*  as  appears  by  the  Writ 
to  all  the  Sheriffs  of  England  to  proclaim  his  Peace, 
dated  two  Days  before  his  Coronation.  Which  Act 
of  State,  as  it  is  lingular  in  its  Kind,  and  tho'  not  Par- 
liamentary, yet  deducing  his  Title  from  that  Authority, 
we  fliall  give  in  Dr  Brady  $  Tranflation  as  follows  (/?)* 

*  The  King  to  the  Sheriffof  Yorhjhire,  Greeting:  Be- 
eaufe  Edward,  late  King  of  England,  our  Father,  by 

Common 


(l)  Dr  Brady  has  rranflated  the  L*tin  Word  Pkbs  into  Rabble,  for 
which  he  is  girded  at  by  Mr  TymL 

(tnj  Hiflorical  Obfervrtions  cn  the  Reigns  of  Ed,  It  Ed.  XI.  *ti4 
Rich.  II.  By  a  Perfon  of  Honour.    London,  1689,  fitw- 

(n)  From  Ckuf.  1.  Ed.  HI.  F.  1.  M.  a*.    In  Jlftni*  No.  74. 
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'am man  Council  and  Ajfent  of  the  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons , 
and  other  Great  Men,  and  alfo  of  the  Communities  of  the 
fiid  Kingdom,  of  his  sum  free  Will  removed  himfelf from 
the  Government  of  the  [aid  Kingdom,  willing  and  granting. 
That  we  as  his  Fir fl -born  and  Heir  of  the  Kingdom,  Jhuld 
take  upon  us  the  Rule  and  Government :  And  we  yielding 
to  the  gocd  Pieafure  of  our  Father,  by  the  Cotmfel 
and  Advifement  of  the  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  Great 
Men,  and  Communities  afore  [aid,  have  taken  upon  us  the 
Government  of  the  [aid  Kingdom,  and  received  the  Hama- 
ges  and  Fealties  of  the  faid  Prelates  and  Great  Men  ac- 
cording to  Cuftom.  Therefore  de firing  our  Peace  for  the 
Quiet  and  Tranquility  of  our  People  to  be  inviolably  ob~ 
ferved,  we  command,  T'hat  prefentfy  after  Sight  of  thefe 
Prefints,  you  caufe  our  Peace  publickiy  to  be  proclaimed 
through  your  whole  Bailiwic,  forbidding  all  and  ftngular, 
under  the  Pain  of  difmheriting,  and  hfing  Life  and  Mem- 
her,  That  they  prefame  not  to  infringe  or  violate  our 
Peace,  but  that  all  Men  do  profecute  their  Suits  and  Ac- 
tions without  Violence,  according  to  the  Laws  and  Cujlms 
of  the  Land,  &c.  Wttnefs  the  King  at  Weftmmfter 
the  zQth  of  January. 

We  {hall  conclude  this  Monarch's  unfortunate  Reign 
and  moft  tniferable  End  in  Dr  Brady's  own  Words. 
*  The  King  was  all  this  Time  Prifoner  in  Kenel- 

*  worth  Cattle,  not  knowing  what  further  they  were 
c  doing.    The  Nation  obferving  what  had  been  done, 

*  feeing  the  Queen  engaged,  and  the  Prince  carried  along 

*  with  them,  not  then  perhaps  fufpecling  the  Defigns  of 

*  the  Heads,  began  to  be  fenfible  of  the  King's  Condi- 

*  tion,  and  to  confider  the  Pretences  of  his  Enemies, 

*  and  to  think  how  they  might  be  kind  to  him,  and 

*  prevent  further  Mifchief.    His  Keeper  alfo,  the  Earl  , 

*  of  Lancafer,  began  to  be  every  Way  obliging  to  him, 

*  much  pitying  and  commiferaiing  his  deplorable  Cafe. 

*  Many  Lords  and  others  began  to  think  how  they 

*  might  deliver  him  out  of  Captivity  ;  the  Notice  or 

*  rather  Sufpicion  whereof,  much  ftartled  Mortimer,  the 

*  Biftiop  of  Hereford,  the  Queen,  and  Chief  Aftors  in 

*  this  Tragedy,  reflecting  upon  what  they  had  done, 

*  and  fearing  if  the  King  mould  get  his  Liberty  they 

*  could  not  be  fafe,  or  at  leaft  their  Defigns  mull:  come 

*  to 
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jng  Edward  II.  *  to  nothing,  which  earned  them  to  think  of  removing 
1  him  from  Kenelworlb,  and  appointed  him  new  Keep- 
N  *  ers,  who  were  Thomas  Gournay  and  John  Mahravers, 

*  Knights ;  thefe  receiving  him  xiKertelworth  Caftle  by  (o) 

*  Principal  Authority,  hurried  him  up  and  down  the  Na- 

*  tion,that  it  might  not  be  known  where  he  was ;  and  at 

*  laft  brought  him  to  Berkley  Caftle  in  Gtouctjler]h\re% 

*  where  he  was  inhumanly  treated  by  his  Keepers,  who 

*  attempted  to  deftroy  him  by  all  Ways  of  horrid  In- 

*  dignities,  brutifli  Ufages,  and  before  uncontrived  and 
'jumhought  of  Affronts :  Bui  having  been  fruftrat 

*  in  their  Intentions,  by  his  natural  Strength  of  Bod 
1  and  Fortitude  of  Mind,  on  the  2zd  of  September 

The  Murder  of'  at  Night  in  ^s         tney  Med  and  fmothered  him 

Edward  these-'  with  large  and  heavy  Bc!fters  and  Pillows,  and  pu 

«nd.  *  up  a  red-hot  Iron,  through  a  Du&il-pipe,  into  his 

*  Guts  at  his  Fundament ;  and  in  this  moll  cruel  Man- 

*  ner  murdered  him,  that  no  Wound  or  Mark  of  a 

*  violent  Death  might  be  found  upon  him  (p),* 


Taxes  in  this  King's  Reign* 

IN  his  firft  Year  the  Earls,  Barons,  Knights,  and  a 
others  of  the  Kingdom,  granted  a  Twentieth  Fart 
Rei^.0a"CEDl5°f  their  Moveable?,  except  their  Armour,  War-Horfes, 
Jewels,  Robes,  and  Veflels  of  Gold  and  Stiver,  of 
Knights  and  other  Freemen,  and  of  their  Wives.  An 

th 


(a)  jft/tboritate  Print  ipati,  Sir  Tbmai  de  la  More  phrafeth  it. 

(p)  This  Kir.g  in  his  Confinement  is  faid  to  have  wrote  fome  lj/ 
Verics  an  his  Misfortunes,  which  uW  that  he  was  a  Scholar  ;  A  grea 
Harity  in  any  Layman  r.t  that  Time  !  Two  Cardinals  came  from  Rome 
in  the  Midft  of  thefe  Civil  Wars,  and  brought  Letters  from  the  Pope  to 
the  Barons  to  perfwade  them  to  be  reconciled  to  thtir  King,  but  they 
excufed  thtmfelves  from  hearing  or  feeing  them,  by  faying  that  Tbey 
Wire  unlearned  and  brought  up  to  nothing  tut  the  Sivard.  Fabian 
had  feen  the  King's  Verfes,  and  has  given  us  a  Specimen  of  them  ;  by 
which  it  appears  that  A  Monk  was  his  Schoolmafler. 

Dantfnim  mi  hi  cotrtuHt  Temper t  hrtmaUt 
Fort  una  fat  is  ajptra  vehement  it  Afaii, 
jVv/Afj  eft  tarn  fapieni,  mitii,  ant  formofui, 
Tam  prudent  yiriutiius,  atcrifque  fam?fust 
i$viti  fluitui  rcputa&itur,  et  ftitis  dcf{xt~iut, 
Si  Fortum  pnfperei  ova  tat  F.jfetlu** 

Fabian's  C 


1 

1 

1 
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the  Citizens,  Burgefles,  and  Tenants  of  the  AntientKin«Edw»r*1'- 
Demefnei  of  the  Gown,  granted  a  Fifteenth  Part  of 
their  Moveables ;  ns  alio  did  the  Clergy  (q). 

In  his  lecond  Year  the  Laity  granted  a  Twenty-fifth 
of  their  Moveables  (r).  , 

In  his  fevemh  Year  -the  Earls,  Barons,  Knights, 
Freemen,  and  Commons  (j)  of  Counties,  gave  a  Twen- 
tieth Part  of  their  Goods ;  and  the  Citizens  and  Bur- 
gefles, and  Communities  of  Cities,  and  Boroughs  gave 
a  Fifteenth  (t). 

In  his  eighth  Year  he  had  a  Twentieth  Part  of  the 
Moveables  of  the  Lai iy,  granted  by  the  Commons  of 
the  Counties  of  the  Kingdom  (u)  alTembled  in  Parlia- 
ment (x). 

In  his  ninth  Year  he  had  granted  a  Fifteenth  Part, 
of  the  Citizens,  Burgefles,  and  Tenants  in  Ancient  De- 
mefnes,  for  his  War  with  the  Scotsy  in  the  Parliament 
held  at  Lincoln  ;  the  fame  Year,  the  Community  of 
the  Kingdom,  or  the  Military  Men,  were  then  alfo 
fummoned  to  do  their  Service  (y). 

In  his  fifteenth  Year  the  Prelates  and  Clergy  of  both 
Provinces  met  in  two  Synods  or  Convocations,  the 
one  at  Lincoln,  the  other  at  lork ;  the  former  of  which 
the  Arehbifhop  of  Canterbury  was  immediately  to  fum- 
mon,  to  treat  of  a  competent  Aid  to  be  granted  to 
him  towards  his  Expedition  againft  the  Scots,  who  had 
then  invaded  England.  In  which  Writs,  as  it  were  for 
a  Direction,  he  recites  that  the  Pi  elates,  Earls,  Barons, 
Noblemen,  and  the  Commons  granted  him  a  Tenth 
Part  of  the  Goods  of  the  Community  or  Body  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  a  S  xth  Part  of  the  Goods  of  Citizens, 
Burgefles,  and  Tenants  of  Antient  Demefnes. 

Mr.  Tyrr*/ observes,  4  Thar  in  this  King's  Reign  we 
'  find  few  or  no  Complaints  of  any  Taxes  impes'd  by 

*  Colour  of  his  P»erog:itive,  contrary  to  Law,  not- 

*  withftanding  the  exorbitant  Power  of  the  two  De- 

*  frnferi : 

(q)  Inter  Rot.  Comput.  in  Cujlod.  Cler.  Pip*,  Tempore,  Ed.  II. 

Clauf.  I.  Ed.  II.  M  12.  intus, 
(r)  Rot.  Clauf.  a.  Ed.  II.  M  23.  in  Seed, 
(t)  Commum tales. 
(f)  In  Rot.  Comput.  ut  fupra, 
\u   Ctmmunitates  Comitatuum  Regnit 
(x)  Rot.  Pat.  8  Ed.  II.  M.-iz.  Dorf.  P.  a. 
(y)  Rot.  Pari.  9  Ed.  II,  M.  z. 
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King  Edwird  XI.  c  jj^nCfrs ;  But  this  might  be  owing  to  their  Policy, 

*  who  having  made  themfelves  fo  obnoxious  to  the 

*  Nobility,  would  do  what  they  could  to  make  the 

*  Common  People  their  Friends.   But  towards  ihelat- 

*  ter  End  of  his  Reign,  the  Confifcatioa  of  the  Eftates 

*  of  the  Earl  of  Lancajler,  and  the  reft  of  the  Barons 

*  attainted,  were  fo  confiderable,  that  tho*  he  gaye  a- 

*  way  a  great  deal  of  Lands  to  the  Dejpenfers  and  their 

*  Adherents,  yet  that  which  ftill  remained  in  the  Crown 

*  made  him  to  have  a  greater  Revenue  than  any  of  his. 
1  Predeceflbrs  fince  King  Henry  the  Second's  Time/ 

Prke  of  Provifions  in  lbs  Reign  of  Edward  II; 
In  the  Year  1309(a),  Wheat  fold  for  js*  2d.  a 
Quarter  ;  and  Malt  for  6 1.  Wine  at  about  43 s,  jd. 
»  Tun,  Oata  41.  a  Quarter.  A  Hog  about  31,  zdm 
A  Mutton  about  31.  A  Goofe  about  3^.  A  Fowl 
about  3  d.  A  Pig  6  d.  A  Shield  of  Brawn  4  s.  But 
ihefe  being  for  a  Prior's  Feaft  feem  to  be  charged  high. 

In  1314  (b)%  a  Corn-fed  Ox  for  1  /.  4 s.  and  a 
Grafs- fed  Ox  for  its.  A  fat  Mutton  for  1  j.  Sd. 
And  four  Pigeons  for  1  dr 

In  13 15  (*)»  Wheat  fold  for  20  J.  a  Quarter;  Malt 
13/.  \d.  and  Salt  for  iL  15  s.  od. 
In  1 :j  16  (d)y  Wheat  fold  for  iL  12s.  the  Quarter, 
In  1317(f),  Wheat  fold  at  Leicefler  for  zl.  4/.  a 
Quarter,  being  exceflive  fcarcej  and  in  the  fame  Year 
fell  to  1 4  j. 

But  all  thefe  Parrculars  will  be  found,  drawn  out 
with  the  utmoft  Nicety,  in  Bifhop  Fleetwood's 
Chrwthon  Pretiofum. 

(a)  GuL  Thorite  inter  Djecsm  Sc*  irxQRts,  pt  ioto. 
(A)  Stvweys  Chronicle, 
(c)  fValftngbam. 
(J J  Fafit'gn's  Chronicle. 
{ej  K»ygbtan  Can.  Leiccjf. 
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FROM  the  Depofition  of  Edward  the  Second  we  k.  Edward  ill. 
muft  date  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Third ;  for, 
purfuant  to  the  Proclamation  which  had  been  made  of 
his  Election  to  the  Crown,  his  Coronation  was  per- 
formed with  great  Ceremony,  on  the  firft  of  February* 
1327 ;  the  Parliament  which  had  depofed  his  Father 
frill  fitting. 

The  young  King  being  then  but  fourteen  Years  of 
Age,  his  Hands  were  thought  too  weak  to  manage  the 
Reins  of  Government:  Accordingly  the  Parliament 
affigned  him  twelve  Guardians,  which  were  five  Bi* 
{hops,  two  Earls,  and  five  Barons.  .  Their  Names  Twelve  Ovarii* 
were,  Walter  Reginald,  Archbiwop  of  Canterbury ;  f^S*^—** 
mi&am  de  Melton,  Archbifhop  of  York;  John  Strat- 
ford,  Bifhop  of  JVinchejler ;  Thomas  Cobham,  Bifhop 
of  Worcefler,  and  Adam  de  Orleton,  Bifliop  of  Hereford  5  * 
the  two  Earls  were  Thomas  deBrotherttn,  Earl  Marifchal, 
and  Edmund  of  WoodJlocJt,  Earl  of  Kent,  both  the  King's 
Uncles ;  the  Barons  were,  John  Lord  Warren,  Thomas 
Lord  Wale,  Henry  Lord  Percy,  Oliver  Lord  Ingham, 
and  John  Lord  Rofi.  Over  all  thefc,  by  general  Con- 
fent  of  the  Parliament  and  of  the  twelve  Guardians 
themfelves,  Henry  Earl  of  Lancajler,  Lincoln,  Leice- 
fier  and  Derby,  the  King's  Coufin*  was  deputed  to  have 
the  chief  Care  of  his  Perfon  (a).  But  this  was  all  a 
fine, Shew  only,  for  Roger  Mortimer,  the  Queen's  Fa- 
vourite, moved  the  whole  Machine  at  that  Time, 
whatfoever  Parts  thefe  Puppets  were  appointed  to  play 
in  it. 

On  the  third  of  February,  two  Days  after  the  Co- 
ronation, a  Petition  was  prefented  to  the  King  and 
Parliament  from  all  thofe  that  had  been  any  Ways 
concerned  in  the  Quarrel  of  Thomas  Earl  of  Lancqfter  (6), 
4  praying  to  be  rellored  to  their  Eftates  with  Profits  of 

*  them 

(a)  Jojbua  Barneft  Hlft.  of  Ed.  III.  P.  4.   Tyrrel,  P.  338. 

(b)  The  Record  of  thii  Petition  in  old  French,  is  at  length  in  the 
Puttie  ABi  \  the  Preamble  to  it  i»  is  follows,  Fait  a  Remember  jet  U 
tierce  Jear  Feverer  VAn  du  Regne  le  Roi  Edward,  Fitse,  au  Roi  Edward, 
Fit*  au  Roi  Henri,  primer,  furent  monftrex  en  Parlement,  adonqes  tern* 
a  Wefhnonftier,  afcun  Petitions,  par  let  Cbivalers,  et  la  Comunes,  de  U 
Hjxrtk  dt  Count  dt  laucaftjrc  en  la  Forme  que  enfuit,  &c. 

fad,  Anj.  Tm,  IV, 


i  $  i    The  Parliament ary  H  i  s  t  o  r  r 


jogEdwarUiii.  *  them  frdm  the  Time  they  had  been  wrongfully  dif- 

oufly  agreed  by  the  Aflent  of 
all  Ldhds  and  Tenc- 


*  ieifed.'  It 


i  unanimou 
the  whole  Parliament,  1  That 


ments  which  had  been  feized,  by  Reafon  of  the  faid 
4  Quarrel  or  Contention,  mould  be  reftored,  as  well 

*  in  Ireland  and  Waks  as  England^  together  with  their 

*  Profits  and  Arrears  of  Rent,  except  thofe  that  had 

*  been  received  to  the  King's  Ufe.'  And  this  Quarrel 
was  affirmed  to  be  juft  by  the  whole  Body  aflembled. 

On  the  fame  Day  all  thofe  that  came  over  with  the 
The  Adherents  Queen  and  the  Prince  her  Son,  and  thofe  that  joined 
ofilnJfter^r-  W^h  them  after  their  Arrival,  were  alfo  pardoned  and 
doncd,  *nd  their  indemnify 'd.  Tbe  Preamble  to  this  Pardon  is  very 
Eftatcs  reftored  long  and  remarkable  ;  containing  all  the  Caufes  and 
ofpiflia-  Reafons  of  the  late  Revolution,  according  to  Tyrrtl  j  or 
the  Cover,  Pretences,  and  Suggeftions,  of  all  the  Con- 
trivances and  Defigns  again  ft  Edward  the  Second,  as 
Dr  Brady  terms  it  j  but  fince  it  is  printed  in  all  our  Sta- 
tute Books,  we  mail  only  give  the  Reader  Mr  Tyrr^s 
Ahftratf:  of  it,  and  refer  the  more  curious  to  the  Statute 

*  It  firft  recites  the  Banimment  of  the  two  LcsDifpen- 

*  fers>  Father  and  Son,  by  At\  of  Parliament :  Second- 

*  ly,  Their  Return  without  the  Confent  of  the  Com-' 

*  munity  of  the  Realm  :  Thirdly,  Their  caufing  the 

*  King  to  purfue  Thomas  Earl  of  Lantajler^  and  other 

*  Barons  and  Commons  that  endeavoured  to  oppofeit; 

*  in  which  Purluir,  the  faid  Earl,  and  divers  other 
'  Great  Men  and  People  of  the  Realm,  were  put  to 

*  Death  and  difinherited,  and  others  imprifon'd,  out- 

*  law'd,  or  baniflied.    Fourthly,  That  after  thefe 

*  Mifchiefs,  Rsbert  Baldock,  and  Edmund  Earl  of  A- 

*  rundf}9  ufurp'd  to  themfelves  Royal  Power,  fo  that 

*  the  King  could  do  nothing  but  as  they  counfell'd  him, 

*  were  it  never  fo  wrong.    Fifthly,   That  after  the 

*  Queen's  going  into  France,  by  the  King's  Will,  and 

*  Common  Council  of  the  Realm,  the  Perfons  above 

*  mention'd  excited  the  late  King  againft  his  Son  Ed* 
e  ward)  and  the  Queen  his  Ccrrfort,  fo  that  they  re- 
'  main'd  in  a  Manner  exii'd  from  the  faid  King  Edward 

*  and  the  Realm  of  England  j  wherefore  it  wasnecella- 

{tj  See  Statutts  at  I^rge,  An,  Rt£.  Ed,  III.  im, 
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c  ry  for  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  chat  now  is,  and  k* 

*  the  Queen  his  Mother,  being  in  fo  great  Jeopardy  of 
c  them fe Ives  in  a  ftrange  Country,  feeing  the  Deftruc- 
K  tions,  Oppreflions,  and  Difherifons,  which  were  no- 
c  toriouflv  committed  in  the  Realm  of  England,  upon 

*  Holy  Church,  the  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  &c.  and 
6  other  Great  Men,  and  the  Community,  by  the  faid 
c  Perfons  abovementioned,  by  engrofling  Royal  Pow- 
\  er  to  themfelves,  to  take  as  good  Council  as  they 
c  might ;  and  fince  they  could  not  remedy  the  fame  un- 

lefs  they  came  into  England  with  an  Army  of  Men 
1  of  War,  and  had  by  the  Grace  of  God  with  that  Pu- 
i  fiance,  and  the  Help  of  the  Great  Men  and  the  Com  - 
e   mons  of  the  Realm,  vanquifh'd  and  deftroy'd  the  faid 
F*arties abovementioned,^.*  Then  follows  the  enacl- 
Part,  viz.  *  That  therefore  our  Sovereign  Lord 
1  the  King  that  now  ts,  upon  certain  Petitions  and  Re- 
1  c^uefts  made  to  him  in  this  Parliament,  upon  fuch 
Articles  as  are  there  above  rehearfed,  by  the  Common 
|    Council  of  the  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  and  other 
(   Great  Men,  and  by  the  Commonalty  of  the  Realm 
tljere  prefent,  by  his  Commandment  hath  provided, 
ordained  and  eftablifhed,  in  Manner  following : 
*  That  no  Great  Man,  nor  other,  of  what  Eftate, 
XDigpity  or  Condition  he  be,  that  came  over  with  the 
Hud  King  that  now  is,  and  with  the  Queen  his  Mo- 
ther, into  the  Realm  of  England^  nor  any  other  then 
<d welling  in  England,  that  came  with  the  laid  King 
that  now  is,  and  the  Queen  in  Aid  of  them,  to  pur- 
sue their  faid  Enemies,  in  which  Purfuit  the  King 
lits  Father  was  taken,  and  put  in  Ward,  and  yet  re- 
*maineth  in  Ward  j  fcall  be  impeached,  molefted,  or 
^grieved  in  Perfon,  or  in  Goods,  in  the  King's  Court, 
*ar  any  other  Court,  for  the  Purfuit  of  the  faid  King* 
"*he  taking  and  with-holding  of  his  Body,  or  Purfuit  of 
=any  other,  or  taking  of  their  Perfons,  Goods,  or 
Death  of  any  Man,  or  any  other  Thing  perpetrated 
^r  committed  in  the  faid  Purfuit  j  from  the  Day  that 
"*he  faid  King  and  Queen  did  arrive,  'till  the  Day  of 
"the  Coronation  of  the  fame  King.' 
It  appears  by  the  Collection  of  PMck  Afts^  that 
*■  5i  Parliament  continued  fitting  for  above  a  Month  af- 

vol.  r.  s 
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k,  Edward  in.  ter  ilie  Kilig's  Coronation  ;  in  which  Time  many  Ads 
of  State  were  palled  relating  to  different  Countries  and 
Afhirs,  "for  the  greater  Security  of  the  preient  Pofleflbrs. 
As,  a! lb,  feveral  Grants  of  Money,  he.  beftowed  on 
the  Queen  and  her  Accomplices ;  belides  Pardons,  and 
Indemnifications,  to  a  vaft  Number  ofPeople,by  Name, 
who  had  been  concerned  in  the  late  Commotions,  un- 
der the  Earl  ol  Lmcajhr^  and  the  other  Barons.  The 
Titles  of  the  moft  figuincarft  of  which  the  Reader  will 
find  under  this  Note  (d).  , 

The  Parliament  being  at  laft  diflblved,  Commiffio- 
ners  were  lent  to  the  Borders  of  Scotland  to  treat  of 
a  Peace,  but  the  Scots  reful'ed  to  treat  with  them  ;  not 
only  fo,  but  they  broke  the  Truce  which  had  been 
made  with  King  Edward  II.  and  railing  an  Army,  in- 
vaded England.  The  young  King  and  his  Mother 
made  ready  to  oppofe  them,  and  with  the  Mercenary 
Soldiers  that  came  over  with  her,  they  marched  againlt 
them*  The  Scots  were  fo  regardlefs  of  the  Englijb  at 
that  Time,  that  they  fullered  themfelvesto  beinclofed, 
by  their  Enemies,  in  a  Place  called  Stanhope-Park,  in 
the  Bifhoprick  of  Durham  \  and  might  every  Man  of 
them  been  dcflroy'd  or  taken,  but  they  found  Means  to 
efcape,  in  the  Night  Time,  and  get  fajeback  into  their 
own  Country.  Therefore,  it  was  thought  proper  to 
Anno  Re^ni  i.  call  a  Parliament,  to  confult  about  the  Safety  of  the 
•3*7*  Kinguom  and  other  Matters,  which  was  to  meet  Stp- 
At  Lincoln,     t  ember  the  15  th  at  Lincsin.   The  Writ,  in  which  moft 
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(d)  Df  Tcmperalibus,  ad  Procurationem  HugoniS  le  Defpenfer  jtmioris, 
citK  ctairttit,  EpijnpoHoTvriceni\  ]am  Jenuo  rejlituendii ,  F(rd.  Aug.  T.  IV. 
P.  24S . 

Ve  Expcnjii  Serine  in  Pariibtis  Francis,  P.  249. 

Pro  Mist  qui  futrtt*t  de  Querela  Corm'tii  Lancaftriar,  juptr  Finibis% 
Afftnfu  Pat  hamenti ,  relaxants,  P.  7.  $6, 

De  PrccfJ/ii  vtrjat  £fifctpum  Herefordcnfem,  AHam  de  Orleton, 
quid  Thou  a:  Qtmhit  Lftao&nc  *di\tjitt  habilo,  mdmJlttndo,  &  Terris, 
frvptcrea  in  Miirn-tfi  Regis  rupts,  nj'rititcndis,  P.  257. 

AdLuc  pre  iUitt  oui  fucrntit  de  Querela  mtfer  Comitii  Lancaftflse  de 
RtftfttfthtH  parittr  facienda,  Lit  tree  ad  Vicecomita  camplttriuxt  Comita* 
t*utt:,  P.  158,  259,  260,  261. 

Pro  IfflbtlLi  Regiita  nd  Dtbita  fckenda.  A  Grant  of  20,000  L  P.  262,  . 

jidCufodes  quaru>;i!avt7errarumt  bra  Margarets,  qu0  fuitUxor  Bar* 
tliolomwi  de  Bjoekfinicre,  &  aliis  de  Querela  anteditla.  Eodem, 

Sldlbefaurariiim,  de  Fttnii,        ceteris  Redewptuiubuif  Mil  de  fupra- 
ds'ela  Querela  rctaxandit,  P.  264. 

M  Papam,  pro  Cationixatiwt  Thorns  nupcr  Comitis  Lancaftrisc.  Ute» 
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of  the  Relation  above  is  contained,  bears  Date  at  Stan-  K>  Edward  III. 
hopey  Auguli  7,  in  the  firft  Year  of  his  Reign  (e).  But 
trio'  this  Parliament  met  at  the  Time  appointed,  yet 
we  cannot  find  what  was  done  at  it ;  certainly  nothing 
confiderable,  fince  our  Hiftorians  and  Records  are  fo 
filent  about  it  (/). 

Not  long  after  the  King's  Return  to  London  he  held  Anno  Regni*# 
a  Parliament,  or  rather,  fays  Tyrrel,  a  great  Council  13*8. 
of  the  Nobility  at  IVejlmhfter,  November  13,  the  fame 
Year.    In  this  the  only  Matter  that  we  can  find  AtWeftniinft«» 
tranfa&ed,  was  confirming  the  Privileges  of  the  City  of 
London*  and  ordaining  feveral  new  Honours  to  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen ; .  which,  with  fome  other  par- 
ticular Grants,  we  may  fuppofe  was  conferred  on  them, 
by  Advice  of  the  Queen,  and  the  King's  Guardians,  for 
their  remarkable  Attachment,  in  the  late  Revolution, 
to  her  Intereft  (g). 

This  Year,  alfo,  another  Parliament  was  fummon'd 
to  appear  at  Fork,  on  Sunday  after  Candlemas  Day,  to  At  York, 
treat  of  certain  Articles  of  Peace,  which  had  been  pro- 
pounded between  the  two  Nations  at  Newcaftle.  But 
nothing  was  done  at  it  becaufe  feveral  Biftiops  and 
other  great  Men  did  not  come  to  this  Meeting  (b). 
Therefore  Writs  were  iflued  out  for  calling  another 
three  Weeks  after  Eajler  to  Northampton.  In  this  Par-  AtNorthampton, 
liament  a  fcandalous  Peace  was  trump'd  up  between 
the  Bngfi/b  and  Scots,  contrived  and  directed  by  the 
Queen  and  Roger  Mortimer,  the  Articles  were,  Firft, 
•That  Prince  David,  Son  and  Heir  to  Robert  King  of 
S  2  Scots 

tit)  Prt  Parliament 0  babendo  fuper  Defenfione  Regni  contra  Scotos. 

*  F«d.  Ang.  Tom.  IV.  P.  301* 

(f)  There  is  Mention  made  of  a  Parliament  held  at  New  Sarum,  in  a 
Writ  to  the  Sheriffs,  &c.  to  provide  Horfes,  &c.  for  the  Members  that 
were  coming  to  it.  Ibid.  P.  315. 

Tefle  Rege  afud  Novum  Sarum  vicefimo  Die  O&obris. 

This  Parliament  is  alfo  taken  Notice  of  by  Knigbton,  Col.  2553,  but 
it  was  hindered  from  meeting,  he  fays,  Nam  Parte*  obviaverunt  jfbi  fu- 
fer  Pla'nam  de  Salisbury,  ibique  fe  ad  Pugnam  paraverunt  j  Jed  fer  alios 
de  Regno  impedtti  fuht,  Rcque  Parliament™  dilatum  eft  ad  Fejfum  Purifica- 
tionii  ceUbrandum,  at>ud  Wefhnonafterium. 

(r)  Sana**,  Bd.  III.  P. at. 

ft)  There  is  in  the  Publick  A&s  a  Summons  to  Adam  Orleton,  the  late 
Prt&tical  BeSweatber,  to  appear  at  this  Parliament,  to  anfwer  for  fome 
mfcfal  proceedings  he  bad  been  guilty  of,  wUtUtt  to  the  Bi&opruk  H 

WStftw,  hi  to.  nr.  p.jjo,  ai*.  *  . 
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k.  Edward  III.  *        mould  marry  the  Princefs  Joanna  (g),  Edward's 

*  eldeft  Sifter ;  in  Confederation  of  which  he  was  to 
A  Treaty  with  '  £rant  thz  Scottijh  King  a  Charter,  to  releafe  all  his 
the  Scots,  by  *  Claim  to  Superiority,  which  Edward,  or  his  Ance- 
whtch  the  claim  '  ft0rs  na{j  or  could  pretend  to  have  over  Scotland ;  and 
wSSfr* *  to  de^ver  UP  Charters  and  Inftruments  concerning 
dom  is  given  up. 1  the  fame  {h),y  This  Charter,  it  feems,  by  the  Con- 
trivance of  the  Powers  above  mentioned,  was  actu- 
ally granted  to  the  Scutch  King  ;  and  fince  it  was,  in 
Part,  a  Parliamentary  Proceeding,  we  fhall  give  Mr 
TyrreVz  Abftracl  of  it,  from  a  Manufcript  Chronicle* 
with  the  further  Afts  of  this  Parliament  in  his  own 
Words  {/;. 

*  It  begins  with  a  Recital  of  the  dangerous  Wars, 
'  and  great  Mifchiefs  that  had  for  a  long  Time  fallen 

*  upon  both  Kingdoms  by  Reafon  of  that  Claim  of 

*  Superiority  which  he,  the  King  of  England^  and  his 

*  PredecelTors  had  made  over  that  of  Scotland :  To  put 

*  an  End  to  which,  he,  by  the  Confent  of  the  Bifhops, 
1  Earls,  Barons,  and  Commons  of  his  Kingdom  af- 

*  fembled  in  Parliament,  grants  to  Robert  King  of  Scot~ 
1  land,  his  Heirs  and  Succellbrs,  that  they  mail  hold 

*  their  Kingdom  free,  and  for  ever  diicharge  it  of  all 

*  Subjections,  and  all  Claim  and  Demand  thereof  from 

*  the  King  of  England,  his  Heirs  and  SucceiTois,  and  fur- 

*  ther  renounce  for  himfelf,  Cifc.  by  theft;  Prelents  all  for- 

*  mer  Obligations,  Agreements  or  Compacts  made  by, 

*  or  vv'uh,  any  t  or  either,  of  their  PredeceiTors  concerning 

*  the  Subjection  of  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland,  or  its  Peo- 

*  pie  both  of  the  Clergy  and  Laity  ;  and  that  if  any 

*  fuel;  Charters  or  Inftruments  {hall  be  found,  he  wills 

4  that 

(gj  Called  by  thf  &wfr  in  Derifion,  Joan  Mackpeact*  Knighton  calls 
tier  Joara  4e  Tunit  Sorer  Regs';  EJivii>dr.    Cel.  3558, 

(b)  With  the  famous  Evidence,  called  Ragman  Roll,  and  many  Jew- 
f       eh  and  Monumcats  $  amoniift  which  was  one  of  great  Value,  called,  the 
Black  RmJ;  or  Croft  of  Sathnd.    Danitri  Hiji.  of  Eng.  in  Keener, 
P.  an. 

In  Confidenutcn  of  which  David  was  to  pay  thirty  Thoufand  Marks, 
Knyghton  fays  twenty  ThouUnd,  and  that  Mortimer  had  the  Money. 
1dm. 

{')  TjfrriT*  Hift.  P.  350,  from  the  Chronicle  of  Lanercofi,  Th\$ 
Charter  is  printed  at  large  in  his  Appendix,  and  is  in  Rymcrt  Fftdera, 
Tom.  IV.  P.  337.  Being  dated  at  7V>,  the  Annotate*  on  Rapin  con- 
dudes,  that  this  Parliament  was  held  in  that  City,  Fot.  Ed,  P,  4.09. 
But  both  that  Au'.hor  and  bis  Anaoutor  have  jumbled  the  Parliaments 
ftiangcjy  ia  thi*  Reign, 
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*  that  they  mall  for  the  future  be  accounted  as  null,  K.Edward  in. 
c  void  and  of  no  Value :  Dated  at  Tork  the  firft  Day  of 

*  JMarcb,  An.  Reg.  Secundo* 

So  that  all  original  Inftruments  of  Homage  from  the 
Crown  of  Scotland  being  now  loft  and  deftroyed,  if  that 
the  Charters  of  Homage  made  by  King  John  Baliol 
^ere  not  recorded  on  our  .Rolls  in  the  Tower,  we 
could  not  be  able  to  prove,  unlefs  by  the  Teftimony 
°F  our  Hiftorians,  that  fuch  Charters  had  ever  been 
***ade. 

In  this  very  Parliament  alfo  the  Defpencers,  Father  and 
Son,  Edmund  late  Earl  of  Arundele,  who  had  been 
Executed  by  the  Queen's  Party,  without  any  legal  Pro- 
pels made  againft.  them  ;  Walter  Stapleton,  late  Bifhop 
Of  Exeter,  and  Sir  Richard  Stapleton  his  Brother,  both 
kebeaded  in  the  Infurreclion  at  London,  were  attainted 
Of  High  Treafon,  by  the  Direction,  fays  Jojhua  Barnes, 
of  the  Queen  Mother  and  the  Lord  Mortimer.  Whether 
this  Proceeding,  adds  he,  was  out  of  implacable  Ma- 
lice which  purfued  them  beyond  the  Grave  ;  or  to  co- 
ver their  late  unjuftifiable  Actions  againft  thefe  Perfons 
by  a  Parliamentary  Sanction  ;  'tis  certain  that  in  all  the 
Proceedings  of  this  Parliament,  the  Honour  and  Profit 
of  the  King  and  Realm  was  not  fo  much  regarded,  as 
t?Ke  enriching,  Security,  and  Advancement  of  Lord 
JMortimer(k). 

.  Some  Matters  of  Moment  happening  foon  after  this  Anno  Regni  a. 
laft  Parliament,  new  Writs  were  iflued  out,  bearing  J3*8. 
Date  Aug.  28,  for  anocher  to  meet  at  Salifbury,  the  At  saii&ury. 
Sunday  next  after  the  ^uindene  or  fifteenth  of  St  Mi- 
chael (I).    The  Earl  of  Lancafier,  the  Lord  Wake  and 
lome  other  Noblemen  refufed  their  Attendance  at  this 
Meeting  5  the  Earl  giving  for  Reafon,  *  That  being 

*  appointed  by  Parliament  the  King's  Chief  Counfellor 
*■  and  Guardian  of  his  Perfon,  the  Lord  Mortimer  had 

*  now  taken  to  himfelf  the  regal  Power,  and  would 

*  not  permit  him  to  come  near  the  King,  fo  as  to  ad- 
Vvife  and  protect  him  according  to  his  Trufl.  That 
'  tho'  it  had  been  decreed  that  no  Perfon  whatfoever 

S  3  «  mould 

(*)  Barnes's,  Ed.  III.  P.  28. 

(l)  The  King  himfelf  appointed  Deputies  to  open  this  Parliament,  as 
appears  by  a  Precept  to  the  Prelates,  Barons,  &c.  Dated  at  MarHrwgb 
08*  5.   FwA  Ang.  Tom,  IV.  P.  37*. 


■ 
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Edward  in.  *  fhould  prefume  to  come  armed  to  this  Parliament,  yet 
■  the  Lord  Mortimer  came  with  a  great  many  armed  Men, 

*  by  which  he  the  faid  Earl  did  not  think  his  Perfon 

*  in  Safety.*  This  being  certified  to  the  King  and 
Parliament,  it  was  thought  very  reasonable  by  feveral 
Lords ;  and  the  King's  two  Uncles,  Thomas  of  Bro- 
therton,  and  Edmund  Earl  of  Kent,  went  over  to  the 
Earl  of  Lan(ojhr\  Purty.  It  was  not  long,  however, 
before  they  deferred  him,  and  the  Earl  of  Lancajier 
was  reduced  to  fuch  Straits,  that  to  make  his  Peace  he 
was  obliged  to  afk  Pardon  of  the  Queen  and  Mor- 
timer^ at  the  Head  of  his  Army. 

At  this  Parliament  the  King's  own  Brother,  John 
of  Eltkam,  was  created  Earl  of  Connval,  and  Sir  James 
Bottekr,  or  Butler,  of  Ireland,  Earl  of  Qrmsnd :  Ro- 
ger Mortimer,  Baron  of  TVigimre,  was  alio  made  Ear! 
of  March  {m). 

The  aforefaid  Lord  Mortimer  being  now  in  the  Ze- 
nith of  his  Power,  fought  to  eftablifti  it  by  the  bafetl 
Means ;  and  judging  that  Edmund  Earl  of  Kent^  the 
King's  Uncle,  ftood  in  his  Way,  he  fubtilly  drew  him 
into  a  ftiam  Plot  in  Order  to  deftroy  him.  Tto 
Manner  of  it  is  difcourfed  at  large  by  the  learned  Jo- 
Jhua  Barnes,  in  his  elaborate  Hiftcry  of  this  King*; 
Reign,  and  is  not  to  our  Purpofe.  '  Sufficient  it  is  to 
fay  that  Mortimer  knowing  he  had  Proof  enough  a- 
gain  ft  him,  fummored  a  Parliament  to  meet  at  U-.n- 
ihejiety  on  the  13  th  of  March  1329.  Here  the  nob] 
Earl  was  attainted  of  High  Treafon,  and  by  the  una' 
ntmous  Ccnfent  of  his  Peers  adjudged  to  Death.  Hi- 
ftorians  do  not  agree  in  their  Accounts  of  the  Caufe 
of  it  [tt)  j  but  think  that  it  was  for  defigning  to  fet 
his  Brother  King  Edward  the  Second  at  Liberty  ;  be- 
ing made,  thro'  Artifice,  to  believe  that  he  was  then 
alive  and  a  Prifoner  in  Corf-Cafile  in  IVaks  (0).  No 

other 


mo  Regni  3 . 
1329. 

"Winchefter, 


(«}  BarneSs,  Ed,  III.  P,  3d    Vyrrel  and  Brady, 

(b)  Holiittgjbead  writes  that  the  Earl  coofefled  before  the  Pariiameat, 
that  he  was  about  to  feftore  his  Brother  to  the  Crown,  hy  Command 
hum  the  I'ope,  and  in  Conjunction  with  divers  Lords  and  others  whom 
he  there  named.    Cirort.  P.  34S. 

(0)  Knighton,  Col,  2559.  The  Earl  ftood  till  the  Everting  before  the 
Caltte  Gate*  of  Pf  lfici-e/itr,  and  no  Man  could  be  found  to  do  the  Exe- 
cution J  Proffer  Fietatm  quam  tobtbant  de  f#,  nam  damnatus  er 

alff 
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other  Bu finds  that  we  can  find  was  done  at  this  Par-  K.  Edward  m. 
liament  (p). 

But  it  was  not  long  before  tjie  Death  of  this  Prince 
was  amply  revenged  on  the  Authors  and  Contrivers  of 
it   The  young  King  being  now  come  to  a  more  ma- 
ture Age,  and  being  made  a  Father  by  the  Birth  of 
a  Son,  which  his  Queen  brought  him  at  IVoodJlock^ 
afterwards  called  Edward  the  Black  Prince,  began  to 
look  more  about  him,  and  endeavour  to  (hake  off  the 
Fetters  which  his  Mother  and  her  Minion  had  put  upon 
him  (q).    To  that  End  he,  of  his  own  Accord,  fum- 
moned  a  great  Council,  or  a  Parliament  to  meet  at . 
'Nottingham,  on  the  14th  of  OcVober,  in  the  fourth  * 
Year>of  his  Reign  (r).    It  was  here  that  the  King's 
Eyes  were  more  open,  and  he  was  better  informed  a- At  Nottu,8ham« 
bout  the  Praclifes  of  his  Mother  and  Mortimer  ;  and  The  Earl  of 
that  he  himfelf  was  in  no  fmall  Danger  if  Things  con- Mortimer,  Prim* 
tinued  in  the  fame  State.    All  which  being  reprefented  J*'1^."' apprc*" 
to  him,  by  feme  well  affe&ed  Lords ;  the  King  gave  cn  c  * 
Orders  to  them  to  feize  Mortimer  and  bring  him  to:  » 
public  Tryal  and  Juftice.    The  Manner  how  this  Ar- 
reft  was  executed  is  largely  told  by  all  our  Hiftorians, 
but,  particularly,  Mr  Barnes ;  the  Earl's  Perfon  was 
feized*  as  well  as  all  his  Adherents,  in  the  Caftle  and- 
Town  of  Nottingham,  and  fent  Prifoners  to  the  Tower 
of  London?.    After  which,  the  King  being  at  Leicefter% 
.  adjourned  the  Parliament  from  Nottingham  to  tvcjl- 
tnmjler,  there  to  fit  on  this  extraordinary  Affair,  the 
26th  of  November  following.    The  Writ  for  fum- 
rooning  a  new  Parliament,  or  adjourning  the  laft,  be- 
ing in  a  Form  very  unufual,  Dr  Brady  has  given  us  at 

Length- 

abfque  commini  Cohfenfu.  At  laft  a  Villain,  to  fave  his.  own  Life,  be- 
headed him.  See  Rapin  and  his  Annotator  for  the  Earl's  Confeffion, 
at  lar^e,  before  the  Parliament,  P.  410,  411. 

'*)  In  the  Public  Ails  there  is  a  Letter  directed  to  the  Archbifliop 
of '  Canterbury,  demanding  an  Aid  from  him  and  his  Clergy,  in  Auxilfo 
contra  Guerram  Francia,  which  is  faid  there  to  have  been  granted  in  a 
Parliament  utEJtbam,  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1330,  but  no  fur- 
ther Account  can  we  meet  with  about  it.  Acta  Publica,  Vol.  IV. 
P.  4»»,  443. 

(q)  Frtifart  writes  that  it  was  fufpefted  the  Queen  was  with  Child  by 
Mortimer.    Froifart'a  Hift.  Fol.  xiiii. 

(r)  Deinde  Rex  tenuit  Conjilium  fvttm  apud  Nottingham,  itr  quindtn* 
S,  Michaelis,  cum  pene  omnibus  Magnatibut  Regnit   Knyghton,  Col. 
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K.  Edward  III.  Length  in  his  Appendix,  and  an  Abftract  of  it  in  his 
Hiftory.  But  a  much  more  Angular  Writ  than  th.s  that 

%  was  directed  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  was  fcnt 

to  all  the  Sheriffs  in  England ;  in  which  the  evil  De- 
figns  of  the  late  Minifter,  in  packing  of  Parliaments 
to  his  Purpofe,  is  openly  declared,  and  fhews  that  this 
Practice  has  a  much  earlier  Date  than  either  of  this 
the  laft  Century.  A  Tranflation  of  which  out  of  thi 
Public  Acts,  in  old  French,  claims  a  Place  in  our  En- 
quiries (;). 

The  King  to  the  Sheriff  of  Lancashire,  Greeting. 
Tht  King's  Writ  Since  we  have  been  lately  informed  that  feveral  Op- 
*f  £l^"ShariffVr#**"  artd  Hardjhips  have  been  put  upon  many  of  the 
being  » theX  People  of  this  Realm,  by  fame  that  were  our  Miniflers  in 
Icaing  Kjughts  diverfe  Offices,  aided  by  fome  of  our  Nobility,  as  well 
of  shir«,  for  a  pf-lvy  Councilors  as  Others,  fo  that  our  Affairs,  by  Rea- 

Parlumcnt  to  be  .-      *>  1     cr     i        r    j*  *  t  i      i  r 

holden  on  that       *f  ™e  Tendernejs  of  our  Age,  were  managed  hy  thefe 
Qccafion,        People  to  our  great  Damage  and  Dijhonour  ;  which  Things 
we  can  no  longer  fuffer  j  it  is  our  greatefi  Defire  that  all 
Matters  may  be  put  in  their  due  Ejlate,  and  thefe  Wrongs 
and  Mifpriftons  redreffed. 

We  therefore  charge  and  command  you,  on  the  Faith 
which  you  owe  us,  that  immediately  without  Delay  you 
proclaim  in  your  Jurifdiclion,  as  well  within  Liberties  as 
without^  that  ait  thfe  who  can  make  Complaint  of  any 
Oppreffions,  Hardfhips,  or  other  Grievances  to  them  done, 
contrary  to  Right,  and  the  Laws  and  Ufages  of  our 
Realm,  jhould  appear  at  Weftrninfter,  at  our  enfuing 
Parliament,  and  make  their  Complaints  to  us,  or  to  our 
Deputies \  and  we  will  fee  that  they  have  as  good  and  fpee- 
dy  Relief  as  in  Reafin  they  can  defire. 

And,  becaufe  that,  before  this  Time,  feveral  Knight  s> 
Reprcfentatives  for  Counties,  were  People  of  ill  Dejigns, 
&nd  Maintainers  of  falfe  Quarrels,  and  would  not  fuffer 
that  our  good  Sub/eels  fhouB  Jhew  the  Grievances  of  the 
common  People,  nor  the  flatters  which  ought  to  be  re- 
drefjed  in  Parliament,  to  the  great  Damage  of  us  and 
our  Subjects  ; 

We,  therefore,  charge  and  command  that  you  caufe  to 
be  elected,  with  the  common  Confent  of  your  County \  two^ 

the 

(0  Acta  Publicaf  Tom.  IV.  P.  45  j. 


Of  ENGLAND. 


201 


tl*e  tmji  prefer  and  mofl  fufficient  Knights,  or  Serjeants  (t)  k, 
of  the  faid  County,  that  are  the  haft  fufpefled  of  ill  De- 
jW*m,  or  common  Maintainors  of  Parties,  to  be  of  our 
zd  Parliament,  according  to  the  Form  of  our  Writ  which 
you  have  with  you. 

And  this  we  expecl  you  Jhall  do,  as  you  will  efchue  our 
*&*iger  and  Indignation* 

Given  at  Woodftock,  November  the  third. 

by  the  K  I  N  G. 

The  Parliament  being  aitembled  at  Wejlminjler  (u), 


*iot  knowing  well  what  to  make  of  it,  'Jacob  fays  this  Word  fometimes 
fignifics  an  Officer  belonging  to  a  County,  the  lame  which  Braaon  calls 
Servievtem  Hundredi,  fo  the  Steward  of  a  Manor  is  called  Servieta  Ma* 
w««V.    lACO»'i£dw  Dictionary. 

f»;  The  Names  of  the  Peer*,  fummonedl  to  this  famous  Parliament,  ex- 
tracted from  Cotton'*  Abridgment  of  Parliamentary  Records,  wili  not  be 
Unacceptable  to  a  curious  Reader.    P.  5. 


"Weftra.  die  Luna?  prox.  pofl  Ftfum  S.  Catharine,  fsV.  Tefle  apudLckcA. 
per  Reg.  73  October. 

Ctnjimi'ts  Liter*  diriguntur  fabferiptis 


Johanru  Com.  Cumbiie,  Fratri  Re- 


fohanni  de  Haverington  , 
ohanni  de  Clave  ringe, 
lenrico  de  Cobhojn, 
Rogero  de  Grey, 
Henrico  de  Grey, 
Step ha no  de  Cobhanr> 
Richardo  de  Grey, 
Thorns  Bardolfe, 
Rado.  Baflet  de  Draiton, 
Rado.  de  Camoyi, 
Humfredo  de  Ponnitz, 
Henrico  Dandle, 
Phil.  Darcye, 
WUlielmo  de  Eymr. 
Roberto  de  Ifle, 
Johanni  de  Marmion, 
Phihppo  de  Col  umber, 
Tho,  de  Furnivall,  fen. 
Tho.  de  Furnivall,  jun» 
Jahanni  dr  Mohun, 


Henrico  de  Lane.  Cam.  Lane. 
Johanni  de  Warren  Com.  Sur. 

Johanni  de  Britannia  Com.  Richm. 
toberto  Vere,  Com,  Oxon, 
Johanni  de  Bohun,  Com.  Heref.  & 


ElTer, 

Tho.  de  Bello  Campo,  Com.  Warr. 
David  de  Strabolgi,  Com.  Antieth. 
Henrico  de  Percie, 
Roberto  de  Clifford, 
Willielmo  de  Latimer, 
Henrico,  Filh  Hugonis, 


[ohanni  Petehe, 


Johanni  de  Mowbray, 
Rado.  de  Nevil, 
A  nth.  de  Lacie. 

Willie!,  la  Zouch  de  Mortuo  mart, 
Williel.  la  Zouch  de  Harnng worth, 
Ranaolfo  de  Da* re, 
Richardo  dc  Damoroy, 
Roberto  de  Morley, 
Hugoni  de  Courtney, 
Johanni  de  Bello  Campo  d<  Somer- 


fet, 


Bartbo.  de  Rurghetflie, 


Henrico  de  Ferrariis, 
Johanni  le  Strange, 
Johanni  le  Sherleton, 


Johanni  de  CromweJ, 


Shnaoi  Warde, 
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k.  Ej»ard  hl  on  the  Day  appointed,  the  young  King,  it  is  faiJ, 
made  a  Speech  to  them,  complaining  much  againft  the 
Anno  RegnJ  4.  Conduct  of  the  Queen  and  Mbrtvner  ;  and  that  with 
133°'  the  Confent  of  hie  Subjects,  he  defigned  to  afl'ume  to 
At  Weftminfler,  himfelf  the  Reins  of  Government,  tho*  he  was  not  yet 
arrived  to  the  Age  prefcribed  by  Law.  The  Parlia- 
ment gladly  confcnted  j  all  the  Members  being  equally 
ready  to  fecond  his  Defigns.  For  this  Hint  of  a  Speech 
we  have  no  better  Authority  than  M.  Rapm  ;  where 
he  had  his,  the  Marginal  Notes  do  not  declare ;  it  is 
likely  that  the  Matter  was  propofed  to  the  Parliament 
by  ioine  of  the  Miniftry,  it  notfbeing  the  Cuftom  in 
thofe  Days  to  fpeak  from  the  Throne,  as  the  Reader 
will  plainly  find  in  the  Sequel.  Mr  Timlal,,  indeed, 
has  added,  from  good  Authority,  that  the  King  re- 
fumed  into  his  Hands,  in  this  Parliament,  all  the  Grants 
that  had  been  made  during  his  Minority  (iv). 

The  next  Thing  we  find  done  at  it,  was,  the  exhi- 
biting the  following  Articles  againft  the  Lord  Mortimer* 
which  we  (hall  here  give,  tranflated  from  the  French 
Original,  now  on  the  Rolls  in  the  Tower,  and  are  it] 
Dr  Brady's  and  Mr  Tyrrcl's  Hiftories,  with  the  latter'a 
Reflections  on  the  further  Proceedings  of  this  Parlia- 
ment (*). 

-  Thefe  are  the  Treafins,  Felonies  and  Mi/chiefs  done  to 
cur  Lord  the  King,  and  his  People*,  by  Roger  Mortimer* 
and  others  of  his  Company, 


Im- 


ATtictes  of 
peaebment  a-  • 
gain  A  Lord  Mur-  c 


•  I.  Whereas  in  the  Parliament  holden  at  Weftminfler 
next  after  the  King's  Coronation,  it  was  ordained, 
That  four  Kifhops,  four  Earls,  and  iix  Barons  mould 
remain  with  the  King  to  advife  him,  and  that  four 
ihould  Hill  be  with  fnm,tws.  One  Biftiop,  one  Earl, 
two  Barons  at  leait,  and  that  no  great  Bufinefs  mould 
be  done  without  their  Aflent  \  after  which  Parlia- 
ment the  faid  Roger  not  having  Regard  to  the  faid 
Aflent,  ufurped  to  himfelf  Royal  Power,  and  the* 
Government  of  the  Realm,  above  the  State  of  the 
King,  and  put  out  and  placed  Officers  in  the  King's 
Houle,  and  other  where  throughout  the  Kingdom, 

1  at 

ftoj  Rymer"i  Fotd^  Tws.  IV.  P.  476. 

{x)  See,  alfo,  a  Copy  of  thefe  Articles,  in  JCnygbtott,  Col,  1556. 
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at  his  Pleafure,  fuch  as  were  of  his  Party,  and  fet  k.  Edward  in. 
jfobn  Wyward  and  others  about  the  King,  w  obferve 
tiis  Anions  and  Words ;  fo  as  he  vyas  encompailed 
by  his  Enemies,  that  he  could  do  nothing  as  he  would, 
bat  only  as  a  Man  under  Guard  or  Reltr.iint. 
4  II.  Whereas  the  Km^s  Father  was  at  Kiitdworth, 
by  Order  and  Allen t  of  the  Peers  of  the  Lands  bo 
Uay  there  for  his  Eafc,  and  to-  be  fcrved  as  fuch  a 
great  Perfon  ought  to  be ;  the  laid  Reger  by  his  uiurp- 
«d  Power,  which  he  exercifed  over  him  at  his  Plea- 
lure,  ordcr'd  that  he  fhould  be  fent  to  Berkley  Caftle, 
where,  by  him  and  his  Confederate,  he  was  traite- 
roufly,  felonioully,  and-  falily  murihcred  and  kill'd. 
%  111.  The  faid  Roger  by  his  ufunped  Royal  Power, 
forbad  by  the  King's  Writ  under  the  Great  Seal, 
That  any  fhould  come  to  the  Parliament  at,  Salijbu:y 
with  Force  and  Arms,  under  Pain  of,  forfeiting  what- 
ever they  had  to  the  King ;  yet  thither  he  came  with 
others  of  his  Party  with  Force  and  Arms  to  the  laid 
Parliament,  contrary  to  the  Prohibition  afore  laid  ; 

*  wherefore  divers  Peers  of  the  Land,  as  the  Earl  of 
;  Lancafier  and  others,  knowing  the  Manner  of  his 

coming,  would  not  he  there  :  And  whereas  the  Pre- 
1  lates  were  aflembled  in  one  Houfe,  to  confult  about 
6  the  Bufinefs  of  the  King  and  Realm,  the  faid  Roger 
L  broke  open  the  Doors  of  the  faid  Houfe  with  aimed^ 
c  Men,  upon  the  Prelates,  and  threatned  them  with 

*  Life  and  Member,  if  any  of  them  ihould  be  fo  har- 
fc  dy  as  to  fpeak  or  do  any  Thing  con'rary  to  his 

*  Pleafure  in  any  Point.    And  in  the  fame  Parliament 

*  by  the  faid  Ufurped  Power,  he  caufed  the  King  to 

*  make  him  Earl  of  March,  and  to  give  him  and  his 

*  Heirs  feveral  Lands  in  Difherifon  of  the  Crown  ; 

*  and  afterwards  the  faid  Roger*  and  thofe  of  his  Party, 
■  led  the  King  armed  againft  the  Earl  of  Lancafier^ 

*  and  other  Peers  of  the  Land,  as  far  z^Winthtfler^ 

*  when  they  were  coming  to  the  Parliament  at  €aiif 
s  bury,  fo  that  the  Earl  and  other  Peers,  to  avoid  the 

*  Evils  that  might  have  happen'd,  out  of  Regvrd  to 

*  the  King,  departed  and  went  toward  their  own  Coun- 

*  tries,  grieving  that  they  could  not  fpeak  with,  or  ad- 

*  vife  their  Liege  Lord  as  they  ought  to  do* 

!  IV. 


ao4  The  Parliamentary  History 


Edward  in.     *  IV.  The  faid  Roger,  by  the  faid  Ufurped  Power, 

*  caufed  the  King  to  march  forcibly  againft  the  faid 

*  Earl,  and  other  Peers  of  the  Land,  who  were  ap- 

*  pointed  to  be  with  the  King,  to  advife  him  ;  and  lb 
■  profecuted  them  with  Force,  that  the  faid  Earl  and 
«  fome  others  of  his  Company,  that  wifhed  well  to 

*  the  Kingdom,  fubmitted  to  the  King's  Grace,  .faving 

*  to  them  Life  and  Member,  and  that  they  might  not 

*  be  disherited,  nor  have  too  great  a  Fine  fet  upon 

*  them  ;  yet  he  caufed  them  to  be  fined  fo  grievoufly, 

*  that  half  their  Lands,  if  fold  outright,  would  only 

*  pay  it  ?  and  others  he  caufed  to  be  driven  out  of  the 

*  Nation,  and  their  Lands  to  be  feized,  againft  the 

*  Form  of  the  Great  Charter,  and  Law  of  the  Land. 
.  *  V.  Whereas  the  faid  Roger  knew  well  the  King's 

*  Father  was  dead  and  buried,  he  by  others  of  his  Par* 

*  ty  in  deceivable  Manner,  inform'd  the  Earl  of  Kenty 

*  that  he  was  alive  ;  wherefore  the  Earl  being  defirous 
'  to  know  whether  it  was  fo  or  not,  ufed  all  the  good 
e  Ways  he  could  to  difcover  the  Truth,  and  fo  long, 

*  till  the  faid  Roger  by  his  ufurped  Royal  Power,  caufed 

*  him  to  be  apprehended  in  the  Parliament  holden  at 

*  Wejlminjler,  and  fo  purfued  him,  as  in  that  Parlia- 
5  ment  he  procured  his  Death. 

*  VI.  The  faid  Roger,  by  his  ufurped  Royal  Power, 

*  caufed  the  King  to  give  to  him  and  his  Children, 

*  -and  Confederates,  Ca  files,  Towns,  Mannors  and 

*  Franchifes  in  England,  Ireland and  IPales,  inDecreafe 

*  of  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown. 

*  VII.  The  faid  Roger  in  deceiveable  Manner  caufed 

*  the  Knights  of  Shires,  at  the  Parliament  at  Wincbe- 
, '  Jler,  to  grant  to  the  King  one  Man  at  Arms  out  of 

*  every  Town  of  England*  that  anfwered  in  the  Court 

*  of  the  Eyre  by  four  Men,  and  the  Provolt,  (/,  e. 
«  the  Rieve  or  Bailiff  of  the  Lord  of  the  Man  nor)  to 

*  ferve  at  their  own  Coft,  for  a  Year  in  his  War  in 
4  Gafeo'tgne  j  which  Charge  he  contrived  for  the  Ad- 
c  vantage  of  himfelf  and  Party,  in  Deftruttion  of  the 

*  People. 

*  VIII.  The  faid  Roger,  by  his  faid  ufurped  Royal 

*  Power,  caufed  Summons  to  be  fent  to  many  great 
c  Knights  and  Others,  that  they  fliould  come  to  the 

'  King 
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*  King  wherever  he  was ;  and  when  they  came,  he  r,  Edward  III, 

'  caufed  them  to  be  charged  to  prepare  themfelves  to 

*  go  into  Gafcoigne,  or  fine  at  his  Pleafure  ;  which 

*  Fines  were  for  the  Benefit  of  him  and  his  Party.  ; 
'  IX.  The  faid  Roger  falfly  and  malicioufly  made 

*  Dilcord  between  the  King's  Father  and  his  Queen  ; 

*  and  pollefled  her,  that  if  me  went  to  him,  (he  mould 

*  certainly  bckilled  with  a  Dagger,  or  otherwife  mur- 

*  thered  ;  and  by  this  Way,  and  his  other  Subtleties, 
'  he  fo  ordered  it,  that  me  would  not  come  to  her  Liege 

*  Lord  and  King,  to  the  great  Difhonour  of  her  Son 

*  and  Self,  and  great  Damage  of  the  whole  Realm 

*  per  Chance  in  Time  to  come,  which  God  forbid. 

'  X.  The  faid  Roger  by  his  faid  ufurped  Royal  Power, 

*  had  caufed  to  be  taken  for  him  and  his  Party,  the 

*  King's  Treafure,  as  much  as  he  pleafed,  without 

*  Tale,  in  Money  and  Jewels,  in  Deftruction  of  the  ' 

*  King,  fo  that  he  had  not  wherewithal  to  pay  for.  his 
c  Viauals. 

«  XI.  The  faid  Roger,  by  the  faid  ufurped  Power, 

*  caufed  to  be  fhared  between  him  and  his  Confede- 

*  rates  the  twenty  thoufand  Marks  which  came  out  of 
«  Scotland,  for  the  Articles  of  Peace,  without  any 

*  Thing  received  by  the  King. 

«  XII.  The  faid  Roger,  by  his  above- mentioned* 

*  Royal  Power,  received  the  King's  Duties,  and  Pur- 
«  veyance  throu'gh  the  Kingdom,  as  if  he  had  been 
4  King ;  and  he  and  his  Party  Had  with  them  double 

*  the  Company  of  Men  and  Horfe  that  were  with  the 

*  King,  in  Deftruclion  of  the  People,  not  paying  for 

*  their  Quarters  any  more  than  they  themfelves  pleafed. 
4  XIII.  The  faid  Roger,  by  his  faid  Royal  Power 

*  caufed  the  King  to  agree  to  the  mounting  of  two 

*  Hundred  Irijb  Chevaliers,  or  Horfe,  being  of  thofe 

*  that  killed  the  great  Men  of  Ireland  and  others,  who 

*  were  in  the  King's  Faith ;  whereas  the'King  ought 

*  immediately  to  have  revenged  their  Deaths,  rather 

*  than  pardoned  them,  contrary  to  the  Statute  and 

*  Afient  of  Parliament. 

«  XIV.  The  faid  Roger  contrived  to  have  deftroy'd 

*  the  King's  fecret  Friends,  in  whom  he  had  moft 

*  Confidence  $  and  he  furmifed  to  the  King,  in  the 

*  Prefence 
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Pre  fence  oF  the  Queen  his  Mother,  the  Bifhops  of 
Lincoln  and  Salifbury,  and  others  of  his  Council,  that 
4  his  laid  fecret  Friends  had  excited  him  to  combine 

*  with  his  (the  faid  keger's)  Enemies  beyond  Sea,  in 

*  Definition  to  the  Qlieen  his  Mother,  and  of  him 

*  the  faid  Roger  ;  an  J  this  he  affirmed  fo  impudently 

*  to  the  King,  that  he  could  not  be  believed  againft 
1  what  he  had  faid  ;  and  for  tftefe  Things,  and  many 

*  others,  not  as  yet  fit  to  be  declared,  he  had  been  ap- 

*  prenended :  Wherefore  the  King  charged  the  Earls 

*  and  Barons,  the  Peers  of  the  Land,  as  thefe  Things 
'  concern'd  himfelf,  themfelves,  and  all  the  People  of 

*  the  Realm,  to  do  Right  and  true  Judgment  upon 

*  him  for  the  Qim'es  above  written,  as  being  noto: 

*  nous  and  known  to  be  true,  to  themfelves,  and  all 

*  the  People  of  the  Kingdom.* 


Thefe  Articles,  tlio*  fomewhat  long,  are  here  given 
at  hrge,  becnufe  they  give  greater  Light  to  divers 
Trnn (actions  in  the  three  firil  Years  of  this  King's 
Rrigrt,  than  is  to  be  had  any  where  elie. 

Then  the  EarU,  Barons,  and  Peers,  having  examin- 
ed 'hefe  Articles,  came  into  Parliament  before  the  King, 
and I  hey  all  deliver'd  their  Opinion,  by  one  of  their  Body, 
1  That  all  Things  contained  in  the  faid  Articles  were 

*  notorious,  and  known  to  themfelves,  and  all  the 

*  People  j*  wherefore  they,  r.s  Judges  in  Parliament, 
by  Aflent  of  the  K:ng,  did  award  and  judge  the  faid 
Alger  as  a  Traitor  and  Enemy  to  the  King  and  King- 
dom, to  be  drawn  and  hang'd,  and  commanded  the 
Ear!  Merefthel  to  execute  the  Judgment,  and  the  May- 
or, Aldermen  and  Sheriffs  of  London^  with  the  Con- 
liable  of  the  Tower,  an  J  thofc  who  had  the  Guard  of 
him,  to  be  aiding  and  afliiUng  with  the  £arl  Maref 
chal  at  the  Execution  ;  which  was  performed  accor- 
dingly on  the  2gtfi  of  November,  at  a  Place  then  called 
the  Elms,  and  now  Tyburn  :  His  Body,  after  it  had 
hung  two  Days,  and  two  Nights,  was  granted  to  the 
Fryar- Minors,  who  buried  it  in  their  Church,  now 
calkd  Cbrlji  Church  (y). 

The 
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The  King  in  this  Parliament  charged  the  Earls,  Ba-  k.  Edward  in/ 
rons  and  Peers,  to  give  right  and  true  Judgment  againft 
Simon  de  Bereford,  Knight,  who  had  been  aiding  and 
advifing  with  Roger  Mortimer  in  ail  the  Treafons,  Fe- 
lonies, fcfr.  for  which  he  was  afterwards  adjudged  to 
die,  as  was  notorioully  known  to  the  faid  Peers ; 
whereupon  they  came  before  the  King  in  Parliament, 
an<i  faid  all  with  one  Voice,  *  That  the  laid  Simon 
'  was  not  their  Peer,  and  therefore  they  were  not 
'  bound  to  judge  him  as  a  Peer  of  the  Land  :  *  ButAsareaifofeye- 
fince  it  was  a  Thing  fo  notorious  and  known  to  all,"1  others  of  h» 
that  he  was  advifing,  aiding  and  affifting  the  faid  JR^Confedcratc*' 
in  all  the  Felonies,  Treafons  and  Villanies  aforefaid, 
which  were  to  the  Ufurpation  of  Royal  Power,  the 
further  of  their  Liege  Lord,  and  Destruction  of  the 
Jfcoyal  Blood  ;  and  that  he  was  guilty  of  divers  other 
^Felonies  and  Robberies,  and  a  principal  Maintainer  of 
JRobbers  and  Felons  ;^  they  as  Peers  and  Judges  of 
^Parliament,  by  AiTent  of  the  King,  do  award  and  ad- 
judge him,  as  a  Traitor  and  Enemy  to  the  King  and 
Jteahn,  to  be  drawn  and  hang'd  ;  and  the  Earl  Ma- 
refibal  was  commanded  to  do  Execution  j  which  was 
done  accordingly  on  Monday  next  after  the  Feaft  of 
St  Thomas  the  Apoftle. 

But  it  appears  by  the  fame  Parliament-Roll,  that 
it  was  then  alfo  declared,  That  tho*  the-  Lords  and 
Peers  in  Parliament  had  for  this  Time,  in  the  King's 
Prefence,  proceeded  as  Judges  to  give  Judgment  upon 
thofe  that  were  no  Peers ;  yet  hereafter  this  mould  be 
no  Precedent  to  draw  them  to  give  Judgment  on  any 
other  but  their  Peers,  in  Cafe  of  Treafon  or  Felony. 

Then  the  Peers  proceeded  and  pafled  Judgment  upon 
the  principal  Adtors  in  the  Murther  of  the  late  King 
Edward^  and  the  Death  of  Edmund  Earl  of  Kent ;  and 
for  the  latter  of  thefe,  Sir  John  Maltravers  being  found 
guilty  in  making  him  falfly  to  believe,  that  the  faid 
King  was  alive,  the  faid  John  was  fentenced  to  be 
drawn,  hanged  and  beheaded  as  a  Traitor,  when  and 
Wherever  he  mould  be  found  5  and  the  Peers  prayed 

the 
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,  Edward  in,  the  King  to  iflue  forth  his  Proclamation,  That  any 
one  who  could  take  him  alive,  and  bring  him  to  the 
King,  {hould  have  a  thou/and  Marks ;  and  if  he  could 
not  be  taken  alive,  he  that  {hould  bring  his  Head, 
(hould  have  five  Hundred  Pound  of  the  King's  Gift. 

But  it  feems  ftrange,  that  this  Man1  who  is  reported 
by  all  our  Hiftorians,  to  be  as  much  concerned  as  any 
in  the  Murther  of  King  Edward \  fhould  not  be  now 
condemned  for  that,  but  another  lefs  Crime ;  which 
makes  me  fuppofe,  fays  Tyrrel,  that  there  was  not  fuch 
fuffirient  Proof  made  out  againft  him  of  that  Munher, 
as  there  was  of  the  other :  But  notwithstanding  this  Price 
which  was  put  upon  his  Head,  it  is  certain  he  was  ne- 
ver taken,  but  lived  a  banilhed  Man  in  Germany ,  at 
the  Time  when  our  Author  wrote  this  Chronicle  (z). 

Further,  the  fame  Judgment  was  given  againft  Boga 
ds  Bayons,  and  John  DaviriU  for  the  fame  Caufe,  and 
he  that  could  take  Bngo  alive,  and  bring  him  to  the 
King,  mould  have  a  Hundred  Pounds ;  or  if  he  brought 
his  Head,  he  fhould  have  a  Hundred  Marks ;  and  he 
that  could  take  John  Daveril  alive,  and  bring  him  to 
the  King,  fhould  have  a  Hundred  Marks;  or  if  he 
could  bring  his  rfead,  he  Ihould  have  Forty  Pounds. 

The  fame  Judgment  was  given  likewife  againft  Iho- 
mas  de  Gurneyf  and  William  de  Ode,  for  the  Death  of 
King  Edward^  '  That  they  had  falfly  and  traiterouJIy 
*  murthered  -him  j '  and  he  that  could  take  Thomas  a- 
live,  was  to  have  a  Hundred  Pounds  j  or  if  he  could 
bring  his  Head,  a  Hundred  Marks  :  He  that  could 
bring  William  de  Ode  alive,  was  to  have  a  Hundred 
Mark*,  or  his  Head,  forty  Pounds. 

What  became  of  this  De  Ock,  we  don't  find,  but  as 
for  Gurney,  he  was  not  long  afrer  feized  at  Marfeilles 
in  Frunce^  and  being  put  on  board  a  Ship,  in  order  to 
be  brought  over  to  England ',  was  by  Order  of  the  Cap- 
tain beheaded  at  Sen,  left  if  he  arrived,  he  fhould  accufe 
ibme  Prelates  and  oiher  Great  Men,  as  being  privy  and 
contenting  to  the  fame  Crime. 

Likewife  amongft  the  Pleas  of  the  Crown  of  this 
Pfirliamcnt,  there  is  recorded  the  Arraignment  of  the 
Lord  Thomas  de  Berfole,  for  the  Death  Qf  Edward  the 

Second, 
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'&Cofid,  to  this  Effect;  for  that  the  laid  King  waiK.  tumi  ttr# 

Committed  to  the  keeping  of  the  faid  Thomas,  and 

Matravers,  in  the  Caftle  of  the  faid  Sir  Thomas  at 

kele,  when  he  was  murthered  j  the  faid  Sir  TZww** 

fcith,  «  That  at  the  Time  of  the  Death  of  the  faid 

«  King,  he  was  fick  at  Bradtbfe,  without  the  laid  Ca- 

*  file,  and  knew  not  what  was  done  there,  not  Waft 

*  confenting  thereunto  j  *  and  thereupon  put  himfelf 
uponhis  Trial  by  twelve  Knights,  named  in  the  Re- 
cord, who  found  him  Not  guilty,  nor  that  he  fled,  or 
withdrew  himfelf  upon  it ;  but  fince  he  had  placed 
under  him  Thomas  dt  Gurney,  and  William  de  Ode  to 
keep  the  King,  by  whom  be  was  murthered,  he  had 
a  Day  given  him  to  hear  his  Judgment  in  the  next 
Parliament  *  and  in  the  mean  Time  he  was  committed 
to  Sir  Ralph  Nevill,  Steward  of  the  King's  Houihold. 

In  this  Parliament,  Edward  the  young  Earl  of  Kent* 
was  alfo  reftored  to  his  Father's  Honours  and  Eftate,  , 
as  hath  been  already  obferved ;  for  being  encouraged 
thro'  the  Clemency  as  well  as  Juftice  (hewn  by  the 
King,  to  Richard Son  of  the  late  Earl  of  Arundel,  he 
alio  prayed  to  be  reftored  to  his  Blood,  Lands  and 
Goods,  feeing  his  Father  was  put  to  Death,  not  being 
try*d  by  his  Peers,  according  to  the  Great  Charter  ana 
the  Law  of  the  Land  ;  but  becaufe  the  Attainder  wa* 
confirmed  by  Parliament  at  Northampton,  he  mended 
his  Petition,  and  prayed  to  be  reftored  of  the  King's 
meer  Grace,  which  was  granted  accordingly. 

Alio  in  the  lame  Parliament,  the  Prelates,  Earls  and 
Barons,  prayed  and  advifed  the  King  to  give  and  grant 
a  Thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum  to  Sir  William  Monta- 
iute,  and  his  Heirs,  for  his  Service,  in  taking  Roger 
Mortimer,  Earl  of  March,  and  his  Confederates,  with* 
out  Blood-  feed  ;  a  Thoufand  Marks  whereof  was  to 
he  out  of  the  Lands  of  Mortimer,  And  upon  the  like 
Prayer  and  Advice,  his  Afliftants,  viz.  Edward  Bohun 
had  four  Hundred  Marks  per  Annum  to  him  and  his 
Heirs  ;  Robert  de  Ufford  three  Hundred,  and  John  Ne~ 
vUi  two  Hundred.  * 

The  reft  of  the  moft  confiderable  Transactions  of 
this  Parliament  are,  that  tVtlliam  Archbilhop  of  Tork% 
Stephen  Bifhop-of  London  WilBam  Abbot  or  Langden, 
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1C  fciward  in.  IVittam  Lord  Zsu/b  of  Mortimer,  and  many  other 
who  had  agreed  with  Edmund,  tare  Earl  of  Kent,  for 
the  Delivery  of  the  late  King  Edward*  and  been  there 
of  impeached,  were  now  wholly  acquitted,  and  full) 
reftor'd  to  all  their  Goods  and  Pofleflions. 

It  was  alfo  ordered,  that  thofe  who  had  taken  up 
Arms  with  Henry  Earl  of  tamafter  at  Bedford*  or  ha5 
been  coneern'd  in  the  Matter  of  Edmund  late  EnrJ 
of  Kent,  (hould  be  releafed  of  all  "Fines  impofed  or 
that  Account ;  and  that  their  Lands  which  we 
therefore  feized  into  the  King's  Hands,  mould  be  re 
ftored  with  the  Mefne- Profits,  &c.  and  therefore  xl 
jKing  pardoned  Henry  Earl  of  Lamafler,  and  all  thr>f 
who  took  Part  with  him,  all  Fines  and  Ranfoms  what- 
foever. 

And  farther,  we  find*  that  foon  after  the  News 
Mortimer' 's  Fall,  and  the  Knowledge  of  this  Pardon, 
Thomas  Lord  Wake*  Hugh  Lord  Audthy^  Henry  Lord 
Beaumont*  Sir  Thomas  Roffe/in3  Sir  William  TraJJel^ 
Sir  *Tkomas  Withers,  and  the  reft,  whom  Mortimer's 
Power  had  forced  beyond  the  Seas,  returned  from 
France,  and  were  received  as  their  Loyalty  deferved  ; 
being  by  the  King  freely  rcftored  to  all  their  Lands  and 
Pofleflions. 

This  Parliament  having  difpatched  a  great  deal  of 
Bufinefs  in  a  fhort  Time,  was  duTolved  a  little  before 
Ch'i/Ima/s;  when  the  King  went  down  into  the  Cot 
try  to  divert  himfelf,  and  kept  that  Feftival  at  Wells. 
.  Wiih  Mcrtimer  fell  alfo  the  Queen  Mother's  Power 
and  Authority  at  Court  3  and  tho*  we  find  nothing  k 
'  the  Records  of  this  Parliament  relating  to  her,  we  maj 
fuppofe  it  was  in  Refpeft  to  the  King,  who  dutifull 
dectip'd  calling  her  into  Qneftion.  He  thought  props 
npwever  to  confine  her  for  Life,  and  fhe  continued 
State  Pi  ifoncr,  in  the  Cattle  of  Rifm&y  near  LondK>n) 
all  the  reft  of  her  Days. 

In  the  fifth  Year  of  this  King's  Reign  he  called 
Parliament  at  Wtjlmhijler,  to  meet  tlriDay  after 
"chdsimas  D,iy  ;  in  which  the  Bjfhop  of  Winchefi 
Chancellor,  declared  the  Caufe  of  the  Summons  tc 
be,  *  Concerning  the  Dutchy  of  Aquitatn*  and  it 
\  King's  Pofleflions  fccypnd  Sea,  whether  Peace  fliould 
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*  be  made  or  other  IfTue  put  to  the  DhTentions  between  ^  Edwwd  III* 
4  the  Kings  of  England  and  France%  by  Reafon  of  the 

*  laid  Territories.    As  alio  about  Affairs  in  Ireland, 

*  concerning  the  King-s  going  thither,  to  ordain  how 

*  Peace  might  be  the  beft  kept  in  that  Nation/  It  was 
agreed  that  the  King's  Bufinefs  mould  be  preferM  be* 
fore  any  other. 

Upon  this,  the  Chancellor  applied  himfelf  to  the 
Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  and  other  Great  Men,  for 
their  Advice,    *  Whether  they  thought  it  beft  for  the 

*  King  to  proceed  by  Way  of  Procefs  of  War,  or  by 

*  an  amicable  Treaty  with  the  King  of  France,  for  the 

*  Reftitution  of  Aquitain  ?  *  The  Parliament  agreed  to 
the  laft,  as  the  lealt  dangerous  Way  of  Proceeding ; 
and  theBilhopsof  Winchefler,  Worcejler,  and  Norwich, 
with  the  Lords  Beaumont,  Percy,  and  Montague,  Sir 
J effry  le  Scroop,  and  Sir  John  de  Skoreditch,  were 
fenttothe  French  King  for  that  Purpofe.  As  to  Ire- 
land^ it  was  refolv'd,  *  That  the  King  in  Perfon  mould  go 

*  thither ;  but,  to  prepare  his  Way,  a  certain  Number 

*  of  Forces,  under  able  Commanders,  Ihould  be  fent  be- 

*  fore  him  ;  and  that  thofe  efpecially  that  held  any 

*  Lands  there,  Ihould  go  fpeedily  over  for  the  Defence 

*  of  that  Kingdom/  Alfo  it  was  ordained,  6  That  all 
4  learned  Men  in  the  Law,  who  mould  be  appointed 

*  as  Juftices,  Ihould  by  no  Means  be  excufed  on  any 

*  Pretence  whatfoever.'     And  further  it  was  ordered, 

*  That  Search  Ihould  be  made  into  his  Majefty's  Re- 

*  cords,  to  fee  what  Methods  had  been  formerly  taken 
f  for  the  civilizing  and  well  governing  the  People  of 

*  Ireland r 

In  this  Parliament  Sir  Hugh  Defpenfir,  Grandfon 
and  Son  to  the  two  former  Hughs,  put  to  Death  by  Several  Pardoni 
Queen  1/abel  and  Mortimer,  having  obtained  the  King's  srantcd* 
Pardon,  for  valiantly  defending  his  Caftle  from  the 
Queerf,  was  now  wholly  acquitted  of  that  Crime  (c). 
Thmas  Lord  Berkeley,  who  was  acquitted  laft  Year, 
petition^  to  have  hjs  Manuprifors  dilcharg'd,  and  it 
was  done  accordingly.  Mr  Barnes  obferves,  that  it  was 
T  2  the 


{ej  The  Bones  of  his  Grandfather  and  Father  were  alfo  granted  to  tuna 
to  be  takendflwo and  buried  in  Ctuftun  Burial. 
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K.  Edwwd  ln»  the  Cuftom  In  thofe  Days,  when  any  one  had  been 
tryed  as  an  Offender  againft  the  King*  and  was  acquit- 
ted, or  had  his  Pardon,  yet  never  the!  efs  he  was  to  pro- 
vide twelve  of  his  Peers  to  be  Sureties  for  his  forth-com- 
ing during  the  King's  Pleafure.  The  Difcontinuance 
of  which  Cuftom,  adds  he,  has  been  too  ufeful  toT ray- 
tors  in  our  Days  ( d). 

It  was  here  alfo  moved  in  full  Parliament*  either,  faf  s 
our  Author,  in  Companion  of  Innocence,  or  becaufe 
all  their  Refentment  was  fatisfied  in  the  Execution  of 
Mortimer,  that  the  King  would  be  gractoufly  pleafed  to 
extend  fome  Favour  to  Edmund*  eldeft  Son  to  the  late 
Earl  of  March,  At  which  bold  Requeft  the  King  being 
offended,  as  imagining  that  they  petition'd  for  a  full  Re- 
flection of  his  Father's  Lands  and  Honours,  asked 
them  with  fome  Emotion,  *  What  they  would  have, 

*  fmce  his  Father  had  been  murthered  by  the  Procure- 

*  mem  of  the  faid  Earl  f  The  Parliament's  Anfwer  was, 

*  That  they  only  fpoke  in  the  young  Man's  Behalf  for 

*  fome  certain  Lands  entailed.*  To  which  the  King 
reply'd,  *  that  he  would  do  in  that  Matter  what  he 

*  himfelf  thought  fit.'  This  Severity  is  faid  to  have 
broke  the  young  Lord's  Heart ;  but  his  Son,  then  a 
Child,  was  reftored  to  all  his  Grandfather's  Honours  and 
Pofleflions  three  and  twenty  Years  after. 

In  this  Parliament  it  was  agreed  that  all  Feats  of  Arms 
fhould  be  defended,  as  well  by  the  Juftices  as  others, 
until  the  King  and  his  Council  fhould  otherwife  ap- 
point. 

Alfo  that  Ifabely  the  Queen  Mother,  fhould  have 
yearly  three  thoufand  Pounds,  in  Rents  and  Lands,  al- 
lowed her  for  her  Maintenance. 

And  that  none  of  the  Eftates  in  Parliament  fhould 
retain,  fuftain,  or  avow  any  Felon,  or  other  common 
Breaker  of  the  Law.  Laftly, 

It  was  enafted,  that  no  Purveyance  of  Victual  mould 
be  made,  but  for  the  King,  Queen,  and  Royal  Fa- 
mily, and  that  by  good  Warrant  and  ready  Payment  [e ). 

The  Neceffity  of  the  King's  Affairs  obliging  him  to 
have  frequent  Parliaments,  another  was  fummoned  by 
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Writ  to  meet  ztWiflminfter,  March  is,  133a ;  recit-  k.  Edwarf in. 

kig  in  the  Summons  the  King's  Reafons  for  calling 

them.   Where,  that  we  may  fee,  fays  Jojbua  Barms, 

what  prudent  Care  was  then  taken,  by  thefe  Auguft  j^6' 

Anemblies,  that  their  Debates  (hQuld  not  be  awed  by 

Fear,  or  difturbed  by  Tumults;  it  was  firft  by  the  At  Wefcainto* 

King's  Order  proclaimed,  *  That  no  Man,  upon  Pain 

1  of  forfeiting  all  his  Subftance,  mould  prefume  to  ufe 

4  or  wear  any  Coat  of  Metal,  or  other  Weapon  offen- 

*  five  or  defenfive  in  London,  Wejlminfttr,  or  the  Sub- 

*  urbs  of  the  fame.   And  alfo,  that  during  the  Time 

*  of  this  Seffion,  no  Games  or  other  Plays  of  Men, 

*  Women,  or  Children,  mould  be  ufed  in  Weftwinfttr^ 

*  to  the  Difturbance  of  the  Parliament*  Here  alfo, 
adds  he,  we  (hall  mention  the  laudable  Cuftom  of 
Parliaments  in  thofe  Days,  whereby  certain  Commit- 
tees were  appointed  not  only  to  be  Receivers,  but  alfo 
Tryers  of  Petitions,  who  were  to  inquire  of  the  Mat- 
ter of  Fad,  exprefs'd  in  the  Petition  j  that  fo  it  might 
be  cleared  and  rightly  ftated  before  it  came  to  be  debat-  ' 
cd  in  full  Parliament.  But  of  this  we  have  more  large- 
ly treated  in  a  former  Reign. 

At  the  Meeting  of  this  Parliament  the  Chancellor 
opened  the  Seffion  with  a  Speech,  more  fully  declaring 
the  King's  Reafons  for  calling  them.  The  Purport  of 
it  was  to  acquaint  them,  *  That  his  Majefty  had  re- 

*  ceivM  a  Menage,  that  the  King  of  France,  with  ma- 

*  ny  other  Kings  and  Princes,  bavins  appointed  to  go 

*  to  the  Ho&  Land,  in  the  prefent  Month  of  March, 

*"  they  much  defired  the  Company  of  the  King  of  Eng~       $  . 
«  land,  for  the  better  ftrengthening  themfelves  againft  {g*^ 

*  the  common  Enemy  of  Chriftendom.    The  King  France,  to  got* 

*  therefore  defired  the  Advice  of  this  Parliament,  whe-d»Hoiy  Land. 

*  tber  it  was  proper  to  accompany  them  in  this  Expe- 
«  dition  or  not.'  Then  Sir  Jejfffy  Scroop  of  Majbam, 
in  the  King's  Prefence,  and  at  his  Command,  declared 
further,  *  That  this  Meeting  was  called,  as  well  to  re- 

*  drefs  the  Breaches  of  the  Laws  and  his  Peace,  as  for 

*  the  Voyage  to  the  Holy  Land.   That  the  King  was 

*  informed,  and  it  was  notorious  to  all,  that  divers  Peo- 

*  pie  defying  the  Law,  were  gathered  together  in  great 

*  Companies,  to  the  Deftru&km  of  the  King's  Subjects, 

T  3  *  the 
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K.  Edward  in.  '  the  People  of  Holy  Church,  and  the  King'*  Juftices  ; 

*  taking  and  detaining  fome  of  them  in  Prifon,  until, 

*  to  fave  their  Lives,  they  had  received  great  Fines  and 

*  Ranfoms,  at  the  Pleasure  of  the  evil  Doers  j  putting 

*  fome  to  Death,  robbing  others  of  their  Goods  and 

*  Chattels,  and  doing  otbef  Mifchiefs  and  Felonies.* 
Therefore  he  the  faid  Sitjeffry,  on  Behalf  of  the  King, 
charged  the  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  and  others  there 
aflembled,  on  their  Faith  and  Allegiance,  1  That  they 

*  ihouid  advife  him  concerning  his  Voyage  to  the  Hrfy 

*  Landy  which  he  very  much  defired  to  undertake  ;  as 

*  alfo  how  the  Peace  might  be  kept,  and  how  ihefe 
c  Rioters  might  be  chattifed  and  reftrained  from  their 

*  Wicked  nefs.' 
After  thefe  Speeches  were  ended,  the  Archbimop  of 

Canterbury  flood  up  and  faid,  '  That  it  did  not  proper- 

*  ly  belong  to  their  Function  to  be  prefent  at  criminal 

*  Debates and  with  a  Provifi  of  referving  their  Rights 
ft  ill  to  themfelves  and  Succeflbrs,  withdrew,  with 
the  Proctors  of  the  Clergy,  to  confult  by  themfelves. 
The  Earls,  Barons,  and  other  Grandees,  confulted  alfo 
apart ;  and  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Commons  apart ; 
they  at  that  Time  having  no  particular  Speaker. 

The  Refultof  thele  feperate  Con  fu  I  tat  ions  was,  that 
the  Lords  and  Great  Men  returnM  into  the  King's  Pre- 
fence,  and  by  the  Mouth  of  Sir  Henry  Btaumonty  whom 
they  had  chofen  for  their  Speaker,  declared  that  their 
Advice  to  the  King  was,  *  That  he  mould  ordain  Juf- 

*  tices  in  every  County  of  the  Kingdom,  for  the  Con- 
the '  fervation  of  the  Peace  agaitift  Offenders,  with  Pow- 
*p"  c  er  to  punifh  and  reprefs  them.    And  further,  that 

'  certain  Officers  mould  be  appointed  for  apprehending 

*  Malefactors,  and  levying  the  Hue  and  Cry  J  Accor- 
dingly Coramifiions  were  iflued  out  to  the  Sheriffs,  and 
beft  Men  of  every  County,  to  apprehend  andimpriibn, 
and  raife  the  Pqffe-Gemitatus  againft  them  j  and  caufe 
them  to  be  indicted  and  punifhed  according  to  their 
Deferts. 

The  Prelates  and  Clergy  had  drefs'd  up  a  Sentence  of 
Excommunication  againft  thefe  Malefactors,  which  was 
agreed  to  by  the  King,  Earls,  Barons,  Knights  of 
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Shires,  and  Commoners  (f),  and  ordered  to  be  pronoun-  K*  Mwi  **** 
ced  againft  them  in  the  Church  of  St  Pau!>  London  j 
and  afterwards  fent  to  all  theBifhops  in  England^  to  be 
publifhed  in  their  refpective  Dioceffes.   In  which  Sen- 
tence were  included,  *  All  thofe  who  difturbed  the 

*  Peace  and  Quiet  of  Holy  Church  and  the  Realm  ; 

*  efpecially  fuch  as  made  Alliances  and  Aflbciations,  by 

*  Covenants,  Obligations,  or  Confederacies :  All  the 
4  Receivers,  Favourers  or  Defenders  of  them  :  An4 

*  all  fuch  Covenants,  Obligations,  Confederacies, 
c  and  Alliances,  were  declared  void.'  To  which  the 
Prelates  added,  «  That  if  any  Oath  had  been  taken  to 

*  confirm  them,  that  alfo  was  annull'd  and  made  of  no 

*  EflfecV 

Thefe  domeftick  Difturbances  had  been  occafioned  by. 
Defect  of  good  Government,  during  the  King's  Mino- 
rity ;  by  which  a  great  many  bold,  difiblute  Fellows, 
had  aflbciated  themfelves  in  great  Companies,  and  keep- 
ing the  Woods  and  Forefts,  robb'd  all  that  pafs'd  thole 
ways.  Theirlrifolence  was  at'  that  Time  grown  to  fuch! 
a  Heighth, .  that  they  took  Sir  Robert  Willoughby,  the 
Lord  Chief  Juftice,  then  travelling  towards  Grantham^ 
to  put  the  JStatute  of  Trail-Ballon  in  Execution  againft 
fUch  Malefactors,  and  forced  him  not  only  to  pay  a 
Ranfom  for  his  Life,  but  to  fwear  never  to  difcover 
them.  However  he  complained  to  the  King  and  Par- 
liament of  this  Villainy,  which  occafion'd  the  foregoing 
Regulations  to  be  made. 

After  fettling  their  Domeftick  Concerns,  this  Parlia- 
ment went  upon  the  Confideration  of  Foreign  Affairs ; 
and  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed,  that  the  Time  mentl- 
on'd  by  the  French  King  for  Edward  to  join  with  him> 
in  the  Crufade  was  too  little  for  that  Purpofe. 

Then  Sir  Jjfiry  Scrope,  by  the  King's  Command, 
told  them,  *  That  whereas  in  the  laft  Parliament  at 
'  tVeJlminfler^  it  had  been  agreed  that  the  Differences" 
'  cm  Foot  between  the  Kings  of  England  and  Eranct% 
*  concerning  the  Territories  beyond  Sea,  fhould  be  re- 
conciled by  Treaty,  by  Way  of  Marriage,  or  by' 

fofhe 
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*  fame  other  amicable  Manner  ;  that  thereupon  the 

*  King  had  fcnt  his  Commiflioners  to  the  French  King, 

*  who  had  treated  with  them,  and  reported  back,  that 

*  his  Majefty  of  Frantt  told  them,  that  if  it  pleas'd 

*  their  Matter  to  come  over  in  Perfon,  he  would  ftiew 

*  more  Favour  to  him  than  to  any  other.  Wherefore 

*  it  was  neceflary  to  fend  fpeedily  to  the  faid  King,  and 

*  for  this  End  the  Advice  of  the  Parliament  was  de- 

*  manded,  whether  the  King  fhould  go  over  in  Perfon 

*  or  not.'  The  Parliament  confented  to  his  going, 
in  hope*  that  all  Obftacles  towards  an  Agreement  be- 
tween them  might  be  thereby  removed,  and  much  Ad- 
vantage accrue  to  the  Realm.  They  advifed  alfo,  that 
the  hijh  Expedition  might  be  poftponed  for  this  Year, 
but  that  an  Army  mould  be  fent  over  into  that  Coun- 
try (*)« 

There  are  fome  Obfervations  which  muft  neceflarily 
be  made  on  the  Conduct  of  this  particular  Parliament, 
in  order  to  illuftrate  our  Hiftorical  Proceedings.  It  is 
remarkable  that  this  is  the  firft  Time  that  we  can  fir 
that  the  Cmmns  ever  feperaied  from  the  Lords  and 
made  a  diftindf.  Houfe  by  themfelves,  tho*  without ; 
Speaker.  Alfo  that  the  Lower  Clergy  were  prefent 
this  Parliament  represented  by  their  Proctors,  fat  by 
themfelves,  the  Biftiops  included,  and  not  with  the 
Lay- Commons,  as  fome  Writers,  without  any  jufl 
Grounds,  have  afferted.  It  feems  here  like  wife,  that 
Juftices  of  Peacey  fuch  as  we  have  at  this  Day  in  Power, 
were  firft  appointed.  And  hilly,  that  tho*  this  Parlia- 
ment did  not  fit  a  whole  Week,  yet  it  fhews  how 
much  Bufinefs  was  difpatched  in  a  few  Days,  when  al; 
Things  were  drawn  up  and  ready  prepared  by  the  Kir 
and  his  Council  beforehand.  Yet,  tho'  the  King  gave 
Leave  for  the  Knights  of  Shires,  Citizens  and  Burgef- 
fes,  with  thofe  of  the  Lower  Clergy,  to  return  Home _ 
he  ordered  the  Lords  and  his  Counsellors  in  Parlia- 
ment to  tarry  longer,  to  have  their  Advice  in  fome  othe . 
Matters  of  great  Moment  which  he  had  to  propofe  to 
them. 

About  this  Period  an  Opportunity  offer'd  for  this  King 
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Edward  to  recover  all  in  Scotland  which  his  Father  had  k.  Edwwd  i\ 
loft.   Some  Engtijh  Lords  who  were  Borderers  to  that 
Kingdom,  judg'd  this  a  fit  Time  to  revenge  late  In- 
juries on  the  Scots,  becaufe  David  Bruce  their  King  was 
a  Minor,  and  their  two  great  Generals  Douglas  and 
Randolf  both  dead  :  Having  made  the  Lord  Batiol  their 
General,  they  firft  invaded,  and  then  carried  on  their 
Conquefts  in  that  Kingdom  with  great  Succefs.  The 
News  of  thefe  Exploits  had  not  yet  reach'd  England  Anno  Regni  6. 
and  Edward  had  called  another  Parliament  to  meet  on  'M*- 
the  Ninth  of  September  at  Weftminfter,  where  the  Bi-  AtWcftminfttT 
Ihop  of  IVimbtjler,  Lord  Chancellor,  declared,  *  That 
'  the  Caufe  of  their  Meeting  was  about  the  Affairs  of 

*  France?  and  the  King's  Expedition  thither,  to  put  a 

*  Stop  to  the  Succeis  his  Enemies  gained  in  thofe  Pans.' 
The  Parliament  being  adjourned  to  Tburfday  following, 
they  were  alarmed  with  fome  fudden  News  out  of  the 
Nortb>  which  made  them  fear  an  Invafion  from  the 
Scots }  whereupon  the  Lords  and  Commons  did  each 
by  their  feveral  Petitions  advife  and  requeft  the  King 
not  to  go  into  France,  or  Ireland,  but  to  fend  to  the 
latter  a  fufficient  Supply  of  Men  and  Money,  whilft 
himfelf  marched  a  ftrong  Army  towards  the  North,  in 
order  to  watch  the  Motions  of  the  Scots.  For  this 
Expedition  the  King  had  granted  him  a  Fifteenth  of  all k  %ply 
thePerfonal  EfUtetof  the  Prelates,  Lords,  and  Knights  SJiftoEZ 
of  Shires  ;  and  a  Tenth  of  the  Cities  and  Boroughs : 
But  they  defired,  «  That  the  King  would  pleafe  to 

*  live  of  his  own,  without  grieving  His  Subjects  by  out- 

*  ragious  Prizes,  or  fuch  like  illegal  Taxations.* 
Hereupon,  the  King  revoked  the  late  New  Com  million 
for  railing  of  certain  Tallages  or  Cuftoms,  and  promi- 
sed from  henceforth  to  fettle  the  fame  according  to  the 
old  Rates. 

Very  foon  after  this  Parliament  was  diflblved,  the 
JCing  removed  his  Court  to  Tori,  in  order  to  receive 
*hc  fpeedier  Account  of  the  Pofture  of  Affairs  in  Scot- 
land. Here  it  was  that  he  met  the  agreeable  News  of 
Xhc  Succefs  gained  by  the  Lords  aforefaid ;  and  that  they 
liad  actually  gone  fo  far  as  to  bring  about  a  Revolution 
in  that  Kingdom,  and  fo  crown  Baikl  Kin^  of  Scot- 
land at  Scone.   Edward^  upon  this,  immediately  fum- 

of 
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Edward  in,  moned  a  new  Parliament  to  meet  at  York,  a  few  Day% 
before  the  Feafl:  of  St  Michael ;  but  they  did  not  meet 
'till  the  ad  of  December  following  (/).  We  find  that  Sir 
Jeffry  Scrope  was  again  the  King's  Prolocutor  on  this 
Occafion  ;  and  declared  the  Reafcn  of  that  Meeti 
was,  1  That  the  King  having  having  lately  underfto 

*  that  the  Lord  Ballot  had  caufed  himfelf  to  be  pro 

*  claimed  King  of  Scotland^  and  the  Trace  with  Davi 

*  Bruce  was  newly  expired,  he  demanded  their  Advi 
At  York.     *  whether  he  fhould  fall  upon  Scotland^  in  his  ow 

■  Name,  and  claim  the  Dominion  thereof  as  his  ow 

*  Right  ;  or  elfe,  by  joining  with  King  Baliol%  fhoul 
1  take  the  Advantage  of  recovering  the  Homage  an 

*  Services  his  Ancefturs  had  enjoyed/    But  becaufi 
great  Part  of  the  Prelates  and  Clergy  were  abfenr,  n 
ihing  was  then  refolved  on,  but  the  Parliament  w 
adjourned  to  the  Oclaves  of  St  Hilary  y  or  the  5  th 
January  following ;  the  King  being  obliged  to  fe 
out  frefh  Summons,  ilrictly  enjoining  all  Perfons  to  at 
tend,   and  to  delay  no  longer  or  hinder  the  King" 

The  Parliament  weighty  Affairs  on  any  Pretence  whatfoever. 
'adioarnM  on  This  hft  Difappoimment  was  entirely  owing  to  Spi 
Account  of  a  ritual  Pride  j  the  two  A rchbimops  difputed  about  bear 
S^^EE"*  of  thefc.Cfoffes  in  each  other's  Province.  Canter 
bifiiopi,        bury  and  all  his  Clergy  refufed  to  come  thither,  becau 

th 

(f)  The  King's  Letter  to  the  Archbifiiojw,  Bifliops,  &c,  appotn  ' 
certain  Pcdom  to  open  this  Parhsmeot  in  his  Stead,  is  as  follows  • 

Rex  Arckiepi  ccf/is,  Epift'opis,  /fbbatibus,  Priori  bus,  Cotttitibus,  Baron, 
bits,  Militibitst  6?  omrJous  aliis>  od  infians  Par  It amentum  pojlrvm  fumm*- 
nitim,  cmtvtnturis,  fahttvt, 

Quia  propter  aliquot  ctrtai  Caufas  fuma  ad  ptxjensprafedH),  quemiitut, 
ijla  Die  Venciis,  epud  locum  praditium  perfon'aliier  aicedere  valeamut, 

™°*> 

De  Circumfptfiicnji  &  Jndujrrier  Magnitudinc  dihclontm  &  fdclhan  no- 
firorum  Vencrabilii  Pafrii  W.  Eborum  Arcbifpifcopi,  Anglic  Prima  fit, 
Magifiri  Roberti  de  Stratfotd,  taf  Galfridi  le  Scrope,  plenam  Fidwiam 
i>bti*cntes  ;  Eit,  &  duobus  Ear utu  t  ad  incboandumt  Ntmine  nojlro,  Ptirlia- 
mentumpradictuir.^  &  ad faciendum  Ea  qua  pro  nobis  &  per  trot  fariendtt 
fuerint,  ufqut  Advent  urn  nofiruts  ibidem,  plenam  lenore  PYtfttuiltm  commit* 
timm  Pot Jfta tern. 

Et  idea  vcbit  mandamus  quo  eifdent  Arehiepifcopo,  Roberto,  G?  Galfrido> 
Wduobvt  esrumt  intevdentes  fttis  in  Prjtmijj'ti  in  Forma  pradieta. 
In  ct.j-.fs,  (Jc. 

7  ijh  Rtgt  afud  Kiurefljui  gh ,  prim  Die  Decc mbris. 

Per  Breve  de  Private,  Sigiffom 

Fcpd.  Aug,  Tom.  IV.  p,  539, 
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the  Metropolitaa  of  York  claimed  to  bear  his  Crofs  equal  k.  Edward  utf 
with  the  other  in  his  own  Diocefe.  This  Obftinacy  in 
the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury  loft  the  King  a  fine  Op- 
[  portunity  of  marching  his  Forces  againft  Scotland ;  be- 
I  fides  the  Indignity  offered  to  the  King  himfelf,  and  the 
[  infupportable  Trouble  and  Expence  which  mull'  accrue 
I   to  the  whole  Kingdom  by  a  New  Meeting. 

However,  at  the  Time  of  Adjournment,  all  appear- 
ed ;  and  on  the  firft  Day  of  their  Sitting  Command- 
ment, was  given  to  the  Mayor  of  York,  in  Pre- 
fence  of  the  King  and  all  his  Parliament,  to  fee  the 
King's  Peace  kept  in  the  faid  City  and  Suburbs  thereof, 
and  to  arreft  all  that  offended  againft  it.  Alfo,  Pro- 
clamation was  made  againft  Weapons  and  Plays,  by  the 
Steward  and  Marefchal,  before  the  Hou/e  where  the 
Parliament  fat,  and  by  the  Mayor  and  Bailiffs  in  the 


After  all  this  Formality,  our  Records  are  fhort  as  to 
any  notable  Tranfaftions  of  this  Parliament.  Some 
Chronicles  tell  us,  that  the  Lord  Beaumont,  the  Earl  of 
JUbeli,  with  feveral  other  Lords,  who  bad  been  engag- 
ed with  King  Baliol  in  the  Scotch  Affair,  appeared  at  it ; 
being  fent  by  the  laid  King  to  ufe  all  their  Intereft  to 
engage  Edward  and  the  Parliament  to  declare  in  his  Fa- 
vour. At  the  fame  Time  came  certain  Envoys  from 
King  David  Bruce,  «  To  befeech  the  King  that  he 
would  give  no  Afliftance  to  his  Enemy,  but  rather  to 

*  aid  him  who  was  his  Brother  in  Law,  and  Ally, 

*  with  whom  alfo  he  was  then,  at  Amity.' 

.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  diredt  Anfwer  was  given 
to  either  of  thefe  Petitions ;  it  is  only  faid  that  the  King 
was  advifed,  4  Not  to  alt  againft  his  own  Subjects, 

*  who  had  loft  all  their  Eftates  in  Scotland,  by  the  late 

*  Articles  of  Peace,  and  who  had  taken  up  Arms  only 

*  to  regain  them  (by  - 

Irmay  readily  be  imagined  by  the  Confequences  of 
Affairs,  that  the  Politics  of  thofe  Times  inclined  the 
King  to  take  this  Advice.  For  tho'  he  religiouffy  kept 
the  late  Treaty  with  Scotland,  on  his  own  Part ;  yet, 
bo  fooner  was  the  four  Years*  Truce  expired,  but  ho 


fent 


{b)  TjrrtI,  Barm  and  Bradj% 
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mi- 

At  York . 
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K.  Edwirf  ill.  fcnt  Ambafladors  to  David  the  young  King,  demand- 
ing a  Reft  i  tut  ion  of  Berwick  y  and  that  he  Ihould  come 
and  do  his  Homage  to  the  King  of  England.  This  be- 
ing utterly  denied  hy  David  and  his  Nobility,  they  de- 
clared War  againft  them,  and,  according  to  their  In- 
ftrudtions,  defyed  their  King. 

For  the  more  effectual  carrying  on  of  this  War,  Ed- 
ward had  fummOned  a  Parliament  to  meet  at  Turk* 
about  the  Beginning  of  March,  1333  (i).  Here  he  ac- 
quainted them  with  his  Deilgn  of  marching  directl" 
into  Scotland,  in  Perfon,  to  afilft  King  Baliol,  and  r- 
duce  BerwicJt  to  his  Obedience  ;  which  the  whole  Af- 
fembiy  readily  agreed  to*    They  gave  their  Opinion 

*  That  the  King  could  no  longer,  with  Honour,  pu 

*  up  the  Wrongs  and  Injuries  daily  done  to  him  an 

*  his  Subjects  by  the  Scots ;  and  therefore  they  humbl 

*  advifed  his  Majefty  to  provide  fuch  Force  of  " " 

*  and  Arms,  as  might  not  only  reduce  Berwick  to  h? 

*  Obedience,  but  alfo  compel  the  King  of  Scots  to  fee 

*  his  Peace,  by  rendering  unto  him  the  accuftom 

*  Homage  for  that  Kingdom :  And  in  this  Enterpri 

*  they  all  promifed  to  aflift  him  in  Purfe  and  Perfon. 
To  this  Parliament  King  Bali  si  had  been  fummon 

as  holding  of  Edward  ;  but  he  undemanding  that 
Enemies  had  laid  Wait  for  him  in  his  Journey,  du 
not  come  ;  but  fent  a  fufficient  Excufe  by  the  Lo 
Beaumont  and  others,  declaring  the  Reafons  of  his  Non 
Appearance  at  that  Time  :  The  Apology  was  accept 
by  the  King  and  Parliament. 

We  {bail  refer  our  Readers  to  Mr  Barnes's  H" 
ftory  of  this  King's  Reign,  and  the  more  general  EngU 
*«*5J  t^lin-  Hiftorians,  for  the  Progrefs  of  this  War.    We  need  on 
Sliioi  do«ifo-ly  fay>  tf»t  Edward  furpafied  his  Grandfather  in  xY 
mage  to  Edward.  Rapidity  of  his  Conquefts  ;  for  in  a  very  fhort  Tir 
he  had  over-run  all  Scotland  \  and  foon  after  receiv 
Ballet's  Homage  to  him,  in  a  Parliament  at  Edinburgh^ 
as  Sovereign  Lord  of  that  Kingdom, 

Edward  at  his  Return  into  England,  held  another 
Parliament  at  Torkr  which  had  been  fummoned  to  meet 
Feb.  zi,  1334.(4).   The  chief  Matters  there  enafted 

were 


Anno  Regni  3 , 
'334- 

At  York. 


(»)  On  Monday  in  the  feeo&d  Week  of  tent.  lVa!fngbamt  p.  * 
(k)  Ret.  Pul  %£d.  III. 
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were,  c  That  the  Great  Charter  and  the  Fertfl  Liber-  K.  Edwwl  in 

*  tiesy  and  other  good  Statutes,  mould  be  duly  obferved  ; 

*  and  what  Claufes  therein  were  obfcure  ihould  by 

*  good  Advice  be  explained.'    There  were  alfo  feveral 
other  Acts  made  in  this  Parliament  (/), 

In  the  fame  Year,  after  a  great  Council  held  at  Not- 
tinghamt  a  Parliament  was  fummoned  to  meet  at  Weft-  At  Wcftmioft* 
minjiery  on  the  Exaltation  of  Hoty  Crop,  or  the  14-th 
of  September*    The  Choice  of  this  Feftival  almoft  de- 
clared the  Occafion  of  the  Summons  5  which  was, 

*  That  the  King  being  thereunto  invited  by  his  Coufin 

*  the  Duke  of  Bretaigny  who  came  lately  on  an  Em- 

*  baflfy  from  France,  had  formed  a  Refolution  to  take 

*  a  Voyage  with  his  Brother  of  France  and  other  Chri- 

*  fiian  Princes  to  the  Holy  Land.  He  told  them  the 
1  Reafon  he  had  not  anfwered  King  Philip  before* 

*  when  he  applied  to  him  for  this  Expedition,  wast 

*  that  he  had  learn'd  the  French  King  had  fitted  out 

*  ten  great  Ships,  defigned  to  aflilt  King  David's  Party 

*  in  Scotland.    Yet,  as  thefe  Ships  had  been  miferably 

*  mattered  at  Sea,  and  were  forced  to  return  Home 

*  without  any  Effect ;  and  alfo  that  Scotland  feemed 

*  pretty  well  fetted,  under  the  Government  of  King 

*  Baliol,  he  was  the  more  willing  to  partake  with  the 

*  reft  of  the  Princes,  in  this  pious  and  honourable  En- 

*  terprife  \  tho*  he  had  fet  no  Time  for  the  doing 

*  of  it. 

We  cannot  leam  what  Anfwer  the  Parliament  gave  The  St*t« 
to  the  King  on  this  Declaration;  but  whether  they  a-  »tv*' 
greed  to  this  romantick  Project,  or  not,  it  was  fruft ra- 
ted by  Advices  out  of  Scotland  which  came  at  that 
Time,  intimating  that  the  Scots  had  again  rebelled  a* 
gainft  King  Baliol,  had  taken  fome  Englijb  Lords  Pri- 
soners, and  defeated  their  Forces.    Upon  this  News 
the  Parliament  granted  the  King  a  Fifteenth  from  th& 
•Lords  and  Knights  of  Shires,  a  Tenth  from  the  Clergy, 
^nd  the  like  from  the  Citizens  and  Burgefies,  After 
\vhich  the  Parliament  broke  up  (m). 

The 

{l)  See  Statutes  it  Large,  tniCetten**  Abridgment  «f  Record*. 
\m)  Knigbtm  writes,  that  Edward  Baliol  came  to  this  Parliament,  and 
*4id  Homage  to  the  King  of  England  for  the  Realm  of  Swiand*  Col.  1565, 
Wdjivgham)  P.  13^, 
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ft.  Edward  IlL 


Anno  Regni  9, 
»335> 
At  York. 


The  King  ibon  turned  all  his  Thoughts  towards 
Scotland^  and  coming  to  Nottingham ,  uTued  out  Writs 
for  calling  a  Parliament  to  meet  at  York  about  Whit*- 
juntide,  in  the  Year  1335 ;  there  to  treat  how  to  car- 
ry on  the  War  againft  the  Scots.    What  was  done  in 
that  Affair  we  know  not ;  for  at  the  Interceffion  of  a 
Btfhop,  lent  by  the  French  King  for  that  Purpofe*  a 
Truce  was  granted  for  fix  Weeks.    At  this  Parlia- 
ment feveral  more  Statutes  were  enacted,  very  fervice- 
able  to  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of  the  Realm  (n). 

The  Time  of  the  Truce  being  concluded  the  Scotch 
War  began  again,  and  continued  with  great  Fury  and 
^imS*1  IO'vari°us  Succcfs  till  the  next  Year.    When  at  a  Parlia- 
ment called  at  Northampton,  June  25,  the  King  re- 

AtNorthan>pton.ceived  Advjce  tnat  lhe  fr£n(h  King  had  fy  faf  efpoU/ed 

the  Scctch  Quarrel,  as  to  engage  bimfelf  to  protect  and 
a'JM  them ;  and  to  that  Purpoie,  had  fent  over  feveral 
And  arc TuppnTted  eminent  Commanders,  with  confiderable  Supplies  of 
fey  the  French.  Men,  Money,  and  Ammunition.  Edward  was  not 
at  all  difpleafed  with  the  News,  becaufe  it  gave  him 
now  a  juft  Occaiion  to  turn  his  Arms  againft  France  \ 
and  he  hoped  alfo  that  as  foon  as  ever  the  French  and 
S  titch  were  joined  they  wcu'd  give  him  Battle,  which 
lhe  l  itter  had  hitherto  induftrioufly  avoided,  Fluflied 
with  ihefe  martial  Thoughts,  Edward  privately  ftole 
away  from  his  Parliament  whom  he  left  at  their  De- 
bates ;  and  with  wonderful  Expedition  arrived  at  3t 
Jchn's-Town  in  Scotland,  where  he  found  King  Baliol 
ready  at  the  Head  of  the  Forces  of  both  Nations  (0). 

Here  we  are  obliged  again  to  leave  this  Warlike 
King  to  his  Conquefts,  having  no  Bufinefs  with  him 
but  in  his  cooler  Hours  of  Parliamentary  Councils  ; 
and  as  great  P,irt  of  his  long  Reign  was  fpent  in  the 
Scotch  and  French  Wars,  kfs  Matter  will  accrue  to  us 

to 


(h)  See  the  Preamble,  and  thefe  A&%  in  the  Statutes  at  Large. 

A.  Reg.  Ed.  III.  9  1335. 
{0}  The  Writ  for  conftiruting  Jobt<  Arc h btfhop  of  Canterbury  >  then 
Chancellor  of  England  \  Henry  Bifhnp  of  Lincoln,  Trcafurer  j  John 
Earl  of  Carnival,  the  King's  Brother,  hi3  Substitutes'  to  hold  this  Par- 
liament, or  Council,  as  it  ii  here  cilled,  in  the  King's  Stead,  is  dated 
at  NctLttJllt  tipan  Ty*t,  Junt  the  *oth,  1336. 

Symir't  Ford.  Tun.  IV,  P.  70L 
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relate,  but  much  more  to  the  general  Hiftorians  of  K.  Edward  HI* 
"tie  Times.    However,  having  again  ravaged  all  Scot- 
&&nd  over,  from  Sea  to  Sea,  and  finding  nothing  to  re- 
fill him  he  returned  into  England  (p),  to  a  Parliament 
-which  met  at  Nottingham,  Sept.  25,  this  Year.    Here  At  No^ng^ 
-Edward  obtained  a  new  Grant  to  carry  on  his  Wars  in 
Scotland  and  Gafcoigny,  of  a  Twentieth  Part  from  the 
"^Tobility  and  Gentry,  a  Tenth  from  the  Citizens  and 
□Burgefles,  and  a  Sixth  from  the  Clergy.    Befides,  the 
^Merchants  of  England  were  taxed  to  pay  forty  Shillings 
a  Sack  for  all  Wool  tranfported  5  and  Foreigners  three 
J?ounds, 

The  next  Year  we  find  that  another  Parliament  was  Anno  Regni  iu 
iummoned  to  Wefiminjler  about  the  Middle  of  March,  *337» 
*337  (ih    It  was  here  enaded,  4  That  no  Wool  ofAtWefeninfler. 

*  Englxlb  Growth  mould  be  tranfported  beyond  ,  the 

*  Seas.;  and  that  all  Cloth- Workers  mould  be  received 

~*  from  whatever  foreign  Parts  they  mould  come,  and  A£b  for^the  En- 

*  fit  Places  mould  be  alfigned  them,  with  divers  Li-  couragement  of 

*  berties  and  Privileges,  and  that  they  mould  have  a*^dWoollan~ 

*  certain  Allowance  from  the  King,  till  they  might  be  nt' 

*  fixed  in  a  Way  of  living  by  their  Trade.' 

It  was  alfo  ordain'd,  4  That  none  mould  wear  any 

*  Cloaths  wrought  beyond  Sea,  or  hereafter  to  be  im* 

*  ported,  except  the  King,  Queen  and  their  Children  :* 
Alio,  *  That  none  mould  wear  foreign  Furs  or  Silks, 

*  unlefs 

(f)  Et  cum  ntminem  invenijfet  impedientm,  rediit  apud  Nottingham, 
vbi  conctjfa  eft  Regi  nova  Contribution  ice. 

*  Knygpton,  Col.  2568. 

Roh  Clauf.  10  Ed.  III.  M.  16. 

(q)  The  Writ  for  fummoning  John  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury  to  this  Par- 
liament; declaring  the  Reafon  to  be  becaufe  the  Pope  had  fent  two  Cardinals 
into  England  to  treat  of  a  Peace,  &c.  is  in  the  Public  Acls,  Vol.  IV. 
P.  83a.  By  this  it  appears  that  the  Meeting  was  appointed  to  be  the 
Day  after  CandJemafs,  and  was  dated  at  Weftminftcr,  December  to. 

Polydor  Vergil  mentions  an  A&  pafled  this  Parliament,  not  taken 
Notice  of  by  any  other  Hiflorian  j  his  Words  are,  Pojl  bac  et  alia  multa 
€X  Reipublic*  ufu  conftitutat  placuit  providere  ne  Opes  qua  Mercium  Ufu 
in  Dies  fingulos  in  Infulam  inferebantur,  aliquando  dijjiparentury  Itaque 
Leg*  exceptant  eft  ut  nmini  Homini  neque  Anglo  neque  Externo  liceret  in 
ptfterum  tempos  Aurum,  Argentum  calatum  five  fgnatum,  de  Regno  in- 
Conthtentem  exportare,  S^uo  faclum  eft  ut  Mercatores  extranei  Mercium 
fuartan  pretia  coaili  fint  in  alias  Mercedes  infumere,  Decretum  iftud 
<tf**t  nunc  (troatuty  perpttuatum  uti  Regno  utile  "ab.  alii:  qui  ftcuti  funt 
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j II,  *  unlefs  he  was  worth  one  Hundred  Pounds  annual 

*  Rent/    Mr  Tyrrel  obferves  here,  '  That  tho'  for 

*  the  prefent,  thefe  and  fuch  like  good  Laws,  made 
1  by  this  King  and  Parliament,  took  little  or  no  EfFeft, 

*  by  Reafon  of  the  enfuing  French  Wars,  yet,  by  De- 

*  grees  they  revived  the  Woolen  Manufacture,  after 

*  it  had  been  loft  for  many  Years  to  this  Nation  ;  from 
■  which  Time  it  hath  ftill  increafed  to  the  general  Ad- 

*  vantage  of  the  whole  Kingdom  (r).' 

Befides  taking  Care  of  the  great  Intereft  of  the  Na- 
tion, in  the  abovelaid  Particulars,  the  King  was  mind- 
ed to  reward  pad  Services,  and  therefore  fever al  new 
Honours  and  liberal  Grants  were  conferred  on  thofe 
Noblemen  who  had  ferved  him  faithfully  to  that  Time. 
Accordingly,  in  full  Parliament  the  King  created  his 
eldeft  Son  Prince  Edward  Duke  of  Cornwall  being  the 
firft  that  ever  wore  that  Coronet  in  England.  And 
fix  Earls,  Henry  of  Laneeflery  Earl  of  Derby  j  William 
Montacute>  Earl  of  Saliflury  -t  Hugh  de  Judley,  Earl  of 
Giocefler ;  William  Clinton,  Earl  of  Lincoln  ;  William 
Bohun*  Earl  of  Northampton,  and  Robtrt  Ufford,  Earl 
of  Suffolk  (j). 

The 

ft)  Tyrrel*  s  Wftorj  of  England,  Vol.  Ill,  P.  395* 

The  Art  of  Weaving  Wcolett  Cloth  had  been  brought  from  Flanders  into 
England  by  one  Jvhn  Kmpt  about  a  Year  or  two  before  j  to  whom  the 
King  granted  his  Protection,  and  at  the  fame  Time  invited  over  Fullers, 
Dyers,  Sec.  Ftrd.  Ang.  7™,  IV,  P.  496, 

The  Enqlijb  had  then  Plenty  of  Wool,  hut  no  Skill  to  employ  it. 
Wherefore ,  as  by  this  A&  Encouragement  wu  given  to  fuch  as  had 
Skill,  hut  no  Stoclu*  to  come  out  of  Flanders  and  fettle  here  ;  fo,  ac- 
cordingly, many  glad  of  thii  Opportunity  to  advance  their  Fortune^ 
came  into  England  and  fettled  in  great  Farmers  Howies  at  firft,  and 
after  removed  into  Towns,  from  whence  ft  vera)  Sorts  of  Woolen  Mana- 
failures  were  made  amongft  us  }  as,  at  Sudbury,  Bays  ;  at  Colchejter, 
Says  and  Serges  j  in  Kent,  Broad  Clot  hi  J  in  Devon/hire,  Kerfin  j  in 
Wales ,  Frizes  j  in  rVefhncrland,  Kendal  Cloth*,  &c.  Kennet,  oa  Sam, 
DamePs  Hiji,  of  Eng,  P.  115;  Note  (a). 

Set,  alio,  an  Order  for  erecting  Looms  at  Briftsl, 

Feed.  Ang,  Tm.V.  P.  t|7. 

(1)  All  thefe  Creations,  with  the  Grants  of  federal  Lordfhtps,  Ca- 
bles, Rents,  &c.  for  the  better  Support  of  theft  new  Diguiitie5T  are 
largely  treated  of  ill  Sana's,  Ed.  Ill,  P.  us,  113,  This  Writer 
from  Knyghton,  Cot.  1569,  has  alfo  added  another  Earl,  the  Lord  Hugh 
Courtney,  an  old  Soldier,  near  fourfrore,  made  Earl  of  Devon/hire. 
Twenty  Knights  were  alfo  then  created,  amon^ft  whom,  fayt  Spud9 
wu  Sir  T&mai  de  la  Meret  the  Author  of  *  Hiftorj  of  bis  owe  TitoeS, 
often  <juoUd  by  Hiflorian*. 
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The  French  War  comes  now  upon  the  lapis,  in  our  k.  Edward  in, 
Hrftoriam,  and  does  fo  employ  their  Heads  and  Pens, 
in  the  defcriptional  Part  of  Battles,  Sieges,  £sV.  that 
it  is  difficult  to  fift  out  a  Parliamentary  Proceeding  a- 
mongft  them.    However,  we  may  judge  that  Edward 
thought  it  neceflary,  before  he  entered  upon  this  Grand 
Deiign,  to  raife  Money  for  that  Purpofe.    And,  ac-  Aano  ReP"  tu 
cordingly,  a  Parliament  was  fummoned  to  meet  this  1337' 
lame  Year,  about  Mitbaelmafi  (t),  at  Wejlminfie r,  At  Wdtabte, 
where  his  Intention  of  going  over  into  Frame  was  de- 
clared/ The  whole  Nation  was  then  very  hearty  in 
the  Caufe,  and  their  Reprefentatives  cbearfully  con- 
tributed towards  it.    The  Laity  granted  a  T rntb  Penny 
from  the  Community,  and  a  Fifteenth  from  the  Qti-  t^thfm^l 
zens  and  Burgefles.    The  Clergy  were  not  backward  gainft  Fnaot* 
in  the  Matter,  for  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  and 
his  Convocation  gave  a  Tenth  of  their  Temporalities 
for  three  Years. 

Some  further  Regulations  were  made  in  this  Parlia- 
ment for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Woollen  Manu- 
iaftury ;  where  it  was  enacted,  that  all  Flemijh  Weavers^ 
and  thofe  of  other  Countries  Ihould  have  free  Liberty 
To  come  over,  and  inhabit  in  England,  and  exerciJe 
"*heir  Trade.    From  whence,  Mr  Tyrrel  again  obferves,  % 
*  That,  even  in  thofe  Times,  the  coming  of  Foreign- 
ers into  England^  who  brought  over  with  them  any 
uieful  Trade  or  Manufacture,  was  encouraged  by  a 
Law  (a). 

The  laft  Parliamentary  Aids  granted  to  the 'King 
eing  not  thought  fufficient  for  the  mighty  Affair  he  Anno  Rcgni  n. 
^**vas  about  to  undertake  j  another  was  called,  early  the  J338- 
^ext  Spring,  which  met  at  Weftm'mjler,  Feb.  j,  1 338.  At  Wcftmkfter. 
•tiere  the  Laity  granted  to  the  King  one  Half  of  their 
^Wools,  throughout  the  whole  Realm,  for  the  next 
Summer.   He  alfo  levied  of  the  Clergy  the  whole  Tentht 
sauting  them  to  pay  nine  Marks  for  every  Pack  of  the 
beft  Wool ;  but  one  Half  he  took  of  all  Perfons,  whe- 
ther Merchants  or  others,  according  to  the  aforefaid 
Grant.    And  he  took,  alio,  a  Fifteenth  of  all  the  Com- 
monalty in  the  Realm,  in  Wool,  the  Price  of  every 
Vol.  I  U  Stone, 

(r)  Sept.  27.    Statures  at  Large ,  /f«,  1337, 
(u)  Tjrrit,  Vfll,  111*  F,  3?* 
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k.  Edward  in.  Stone,  at  fourteen  Pounds  the  Stone,  being  rated  at 
two  Shillings  (x). 

The  King,  alio,  ifiued  out  a  Commiffion  for  feizing 
upon  the  Eftates  of  the  Lombard  Merchants,  then  in 
London^  who  by  reafon  of  their  Extortion  in  Ufury, 
were  become  odious  and  a  public  Grievance  to  the  Na- 
tion.  AU  their  Jewels,  ready  Money,  fcfr.  were  to  be 
delivered  to  the  Conftable  of  the  Towir,  to  be  kept 
for  the  King's  Ufe.   About  the  fame  Time  he  feized 
into  his  Hands  the  Goods  and  Revenues  of  all  AKen 
and  Foreign  Priories,  efpecially  of  the  Gluniat  and 
Ciflercian  Orders,  which  were  immediately  let  out  to 
Farm  to  thofe  Monks,  who  paid  a  fufficient  Rent  for 
them  during  thefe  Wars(vj.   The  Wools  which  were 
gathered  for  the  King's  Ufe,  were  lent  into  Brabant, 
amounting  to  10000  Sacks,  under  the  Direction  of 
two  noble  Merchants  (z),  the  Earls  of  Northampton  ant 
Suffolk,  who  ibid  the  fame  in  Upper  Germany  for  for- 
ty Pounds  a  Sack,  amounting  in  afl  to  400,000  Bounds 
Sterling  (tf). 

fx)  HoUittgjbtad's  Cbran.  from  Caxton,  P.  354, 
Rapin,  and  his  Annotator  Mr  Tindal,  blunder  fo  backwards  and  for- 
wards with  their  Parliaments  about  this  Time,  that  there  is  no  rnakisg 
any  Thing  of  them  ;  the  Annotator  places  the  King's  Coflumffieo,  »- 
gainft  the  Lombard  Merchants  at  the  Beginning  of  the  laft  Year.  P.  417*. 

(y)  Mr  Daniel  has,  alfo,  made  an  odd  Miffake  here.  He  writes 
that  the  King  feized  into  his  Hands  the  Goods  of  three  Orders  of 
Monks,  vim.  Lombards,*  Cluniacs  and  Cifiercians  ;  and  his  Annotator,  Bp* 
Kama,  gravely  fcys,  [at  the  Note  (*)  p.  215]  *  That  thefe  were  Cells  to 
4  the  Great  Monafteries  in  France,  But  where  either  of  them  fayxl. 
the  Religious  Society  of  Lombards,  in  England,  we  know  not.  It  1* 
certain  thefe  Lombard  Merchants,  by  the  Account  given,  of  them,  were 
of  no  Religious  Society.*— From  hence  is  deriv'd  the  Name  of  Lombard', 
fireet,  London. 

(x)  It  is  evident  from  hence,  that  the  Nobility  of  thofe  Dip 
thought  it  no  Disgrace  to  be  Traders. 

(a)  Jojbua  Barnes.  But  Knygbtov,  with  more  Probability,  (vft$ 
that  the  Wools,  were  fold  for*  20/.  a  Sack,  and  the  Money  was  dV- 
yofed  of  to  pay  for  the  Levies  then  making  in  Germany.  The  fame 
Author  has  joined  Henry  de  Burgbwap,  Btfhop  of  Lincoln,  to  the  two 
Saris,  as  another  proper  Merchant .  for  this  Purpofe.   Col.  2570. 

It  feems  alfo  that  the  King  raifed  Money  another  Way,  for  he  took 
from  every  County  a  certain  Quantity  of  Bread-Corn,  Oats  and  Bacon, 
of  each  Town  according  to.  the  Largeqefs  of  them.  He  alfo  took  the 
rich  Vdfcnents,  Silver  Plate,  and  other  Ornaments  from  the  Abbiei. 
•Vf.  in  order  for  this  foreign  Expedition.  From  which,  fays  the  Cs- 
son,  arofe  great  Clamour  amongft  the  People,  and  Mifchief  would 
have  enfued  if  the  King  had  not  been  guided  Vy  better  Counfel. 

Knygiton,  Oil.  *7£I«  ■ 
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By  thefe  Means  the  King  became  exceeding  ftrpng  k,  Edward  ill* 
in  the  Sinews  of  War,  but  the  Country  was  thereby 
fo  exha ufted  of  Money  that  Victuals  and  other  Com- 
modities became  exceeding  cheap.  A  Quarter  of  Wheat 
was  fold  at  London  for  two  Shillings,  a  fat  Ox  for  fix 
and  eight  Pence,  a  fat  Goofe  for  two  Pence,  and  fix 
Pidgeons  for  a  Penny.  On  the  16th  of  July  this  Year,4 
King  Edward  embarked  at  Harwich,  with  a  Royal 
Navy  of  500  Sail,  accompanied  with  many  Earls, 
Barons,  &e.  to  the  Number  of  twenty  of  the  chief 
Nobility  of  the  Kingdom,  (all  named  by  Barnes,)  and 
in  a  Ciort  Time  after  arrived  at  Antwerp^  belonging 
then  to  the  Duke  of  Brabant ;  and  whilft  he  refided 
there,  People  came  flocking  from  all  Parts  to  obferve 
the  Magnificence  and  Splendor  of  the  Englijh  Court. 

We  now  take  our  Leave  of  this  great  King  for  fomc 
Time;  our  Hiftory  ftriftly  confining  us  to  Matters  on  • 
This  Side  the  Water ;  and  fince  his  Actions  and  Con- 
•quefts  in  France  are  abundantly  defcribed  by  all  Writers 
of  Englijh  or  French  Hiftory,  we  have  lefs  Occafioa 
to  mention  them  here. 

Whilft  the  King  was  abfent  in  Flanders,  the  young 
^Prince  Edward,  Duke  of  Cornwall  as  Guardian  of  the  Anno  Regui  is* 
Xingdom,  by  Commiffion  from  his  Father,  called  a  133s- 
Parliament  to  meet  at  Northampton.  The  Writs  were  AtNorthampton. 
elated,  Aug.  25,  and  the  Meeting  was  appointed  to  be 
fifteen  Days  after  Michaelmafs  following  (b).  Here 
was  granted  fuch  an  Aid  as  never  had  been  given  to 
any  King  before  j  and  fhews  how  well  this  King,  and 
the  Caul'e  he  was  engaged  in,  was  rclifhed  at  that  Time 
by  his  Subjects.  Upon  every  Town  a  Tax  was  laid 
of  a  Twentieth  Part  of  their  Goods,  where  the  Value 
amounted  to  Twenty  Shillings.  He  had,  alfo,  granted 
him  all  the  Wool  in  the  Kingdom,  to  be  bought  at  a 
low  Price ;  which  mult  needs  amount  to  a  vaft  Pro- 
portion, fince  only  the  three  Counties  of  Leiceftir^ 
Lincoln  and  Northampton  afforded  no  lefs  than  12 11 
Sacks  of  Wool.  The  Bifhops,  Abbots,  Priors,  Rec- 
tors, Vicars,  Juftice3,  and  the  Noblemen,  &c.  who 
held  of  him,  in  Capite,  and  went  not  with  him  to  the 

U  2  Wars, 

(b)  Kfiyglton  fay*  that  this  P«lupi«at  ww  \kU  io  jf*lJt  in  Cr#- 
fiiw  S.  JiKibU  Celt  *57>t 


Anno  Rtgni  13 


a  2  8   The  Parliamentary  History 

K.  Edward  in.  Wars,  were  taxed,  fome  one  Hundred,  others  two 
Hundred  Pounds  a-piece,  according  to  their  Eftates  and 
Abilities.  At  a  Convocation,  alfo,  held  the  firft  of 
October,  a  Tenth  was  granted  from  the  Clergy  for  two 
Years  to  come  (c). 

The  next  Year  the  young  Prince,  being  But  then 
ten  Years  of  Age,  caJled  another  Parliament  to  meet 
at  Ifejlminjlcr,  having  received  an  exprefs  Commiffion 
Atwcfcninflcr.  f0r  ;t  from  his  Father    On  the  13th  of  Oclebtr  they 

met,  and  a  further  Aid  was  demanded  to  carry  on  this 
important  and  expenfive  War. 

The  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury*  the  Bifliop  of  Dur- 
ham^ and  Sir  Michael  de  la  Pole,  were  fent  by  the 
King,  then  in  France^  to  fhew  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mon?, c  What  he  had  done  beyond  Sea,  with  his  Con- 

*  dition  there,  and  the  Mifchiefs  that  had  befallen  him 

*  and  his  Followers,  for  want  of  Supplies  from  Eng- 
4  land.  That  he  and  others  who  were  with  him  were 
e  entered  into  Obligations  for  300,000!.  Sterling,  and 

*  more,  towards  the  Charge  of  his  Auxiliaries,  and 

*  that  he  could  not  handfomly  march  from  thence  with- 
c  out  giving  his  Creditors  Satisfaction.    Laltly,  for 

*  this  Caule,  and  for  the  Maintenance  of  him  and  his 

*  Quarrel,  which  was  undertaken  by  the  common 

*  Content  of  them  all,  and  that  the  Bufinefe  he  came 

*  about  might  be  the  more  effectually  done,  he  ought 

*  to  be  iupplied  with  a  very  large  Sum  (J). 
a  farther  Grant     This  Remonftrance  was  anfwered  effectually,  for  the 
for  the  fwaePur-  Aid  granted  by  this  Parliament  was  as  large  as  the 
p°rc'            King's  Demands.    The  Nobility  immediately  gave 

him  every  Tenth  Sheaf,  Fleece  and  Lamb  of  their  De- 
mefim^  except  of  their  Bond- Tenants,  to  be  paid  for 
two  Years  3  defiring  at  the  lame  Time  th-it  the  illegal 

Duties 


(r)  Knyghton,  Cat.  1571,  This  Year  the  fame  Author  writes, 
that  a  Qjuuter  of'  Wheat  was  fold  for  Forty  Pence,  and  fometimes  lefs  j 
Barley  ten  Pence,  Bcan3  and  Peas  at  twelve  Pence,  and  Oats  at  ten 
Pence    Cot.  2573. 

(ef)  As  ha  Expences  were  very  grcat>  f0  tne  Kinz  endeavoured,  du- 
ring ihat  Time>  to  borrow  Money  or  all  the  foreign  Princes*  He  dji 
not  faupie  even  to  apply  to  private  Perfons,  and  taie  up  fuch  Sums  as 
they  were  willing  to  lend,  though  never  lo  fmall.  Nay  he  pawned  hit 
Crown  to  the  Aichbiflicp  of  Trias  for  fifty  Thailand  Florins. 

Ravix,  Fvi,  £d.  P.  4W'   Rymiu'i  Act.  Pub.  V.  p.  K 
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Duties  fet  upon  Wool  {hould  be  revoked,  and  that  thisK.  Edward  m. 
Grant  ftiould  not  turn  into  a  Cuftom  (t).    The  Com- 
mons, tho'  they  declared  themfelves  very  forward  and 
willing  to  afiifr.  the  King,  yet  prayed  the  Regent, 

*  That  he  would  fummon  another  Parliament  in  a 

*  Convenient  Space,  and  in  the  mean  time  they  would 

*  take  the  Senft  of  their  Conflttuenti  about  it,  defiring 

*  likewife  that  two  Knights  of  the 'belt  Eftates,  in 

*  their  feveral  Counties,  mould  be  chofen  in  that  Par- 

*  liament'  Accordingly  Writs  were  iJTued  our,  dated 
Nwembgr  16,  for  another  Parliament  to  meet  the  20th 
Of  January  following. 

Prince  Edwwd,  being  called  over  by  his  Father  to 
Antwerp,  fix  Commifliorx-rs  woxs  appointed  to  hold 
the  enfuing  Parliament  in  his  Stead.  The  Parti- 
culars of  this  Parliament,  with  their  Proceedings,  are 
fo  exaclly  defcribed  by  Mr  Barnes,  wherein  the 
great  Care  which  they  took  of  the  Kingdom  in  their 
Monarch's  Abfence  will  evidently  appear,  that  we  think 
proper,  tho'  fomewhat  long,  to  give  in  his  own  Words 
as  follows, 

*  When  the  Time  of  the  next  Seffion  of  Parlia-  Anno  Regni  14. 

*  ment  approached,  there  were  appointed  to  prelide  in  134°* 

*  it  John  Stratford  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  Lord  At  weiWfkr. 

*  Chancellor,  and  Ifflliam  de  la  Touch,  Archbifliop  of 

*  Ysrk,  Lord  Treafurer,  with  the  Dean  of  Tori,  and 

*  Sir  JzhnWilhughby,  Deputy  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  Sir  Regulatiommade 

*  John  Smore  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  Sir  John  J?  f^^' 

*  $/  Paul,  any  Four,  Three,  or  Two  of  thefe,  were  J  \hl  Nation 

*  by  the  King's  Letters  Patents  appointed  to  begin,  during  the  Kin^n 

*  continue,  and  end  the  Parliament,  for,  and  in  the  Abftnce« 

*  Name  of  the  King,  and  the  Lord  Warden  of  Eng- 

*  land,  and  there  to  do  all  Things,  which  the  faid 

*  Guardian  mould  do,  until  his,  or  the  King  his  Fa- 

*  ther's  coming.    The  Commiflion  began  Edvardus, 

*  D,  Gr.  faff,  and  ended  —  Tejle  Edvardo,  Duce  Cor- 

*  nubia:  &  Com.  CeJIr.  FiUo  noftro  iharijjimo,  Gardia- 

*  no  de  Angl. 

*  Thefe  Commiflioners  aforefaid  caufed  fundry  of 

*  the  Lords  and  Commons  to  aflemble  in  the  Preience 

*  Chamber,  before  whom,  becaufe  feveral  of  both 

U  3  ■  Houfes 

(0     P*ri.  13  Ed.  nr.  p,  1.  m,  as.  cotton       p.  i?r 
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Houfes  were  not  yet  come,  they  continued  the  Par- 
liament from  Day  to  Day,  till  the  20th  of  January^ 
during  which  Time,  Merchants,  Owners  of  Ships, 
and  Mariners,  did  attend.  The  Caufes  of  afiembling 
the  Parliament  were  declared  to  be  for  granting  the 
King  an  Aid,  for  keeping  of  the  Sea,  and. for  De- 
fence of  the  North  Marches  (f) :  Hereupon  the  Com- 
mons requir'd  Time  to  coniider  thereof  till  the  19th 
of  February  5  and  then  they  unanimoufly  offer'd  to 
the  King  for  Aid  30,000  Sacks  of  Wool,  on  certain 
Conditions.  But  for  the  better  Expedition,  after 
fome  Debate,  they  yielded  to  give  the  King  pre- 
sently 2500  Sacks  of  Wool ;  fo,  as  if  the  King  Irked 
the  Conditions  aforefaid,  the  fame  mould  go  in  Part 
of  Payment,  if  not,  they  were  freely  offefd  unto 
him.  The  Lords  promifed  to  fend  unto  the  King  to 
know  his  Pleafure,  and  in  the  mean  Time,  they  al- 
fo  for  their  Parts,  grant,  that  fuch  of  them,  or  of 
their  Peers,  as  held  by  a  Barony,  mould  give  to  the 
King  the  Tenth  of  their  Grain,  Wool,  and  Lambs, 
and  of  all  their  own  Demefnes. 
c  The  Mariners  of  the  Cinque  Ports  promiifed.to 
make  ready  their  Ships  before  Midlent,  viz.  twenty- 
one  Ships  of  their  own,  and  nine  of  the  TbaWes% 
and  to  bear  Half  the  Charges  themfelves  ;  the  otner 
Half  the  Prhsy  Council  promifed  to  bear  of  their  Own 
goodWill  to  their  King  and  Country,  but  not^f 
Doty,  or  that  it  mould  ftand  for  a  Precedent.  The 
Mariners  of  the  /^promis'd  to  fet  form  ninety ^il, 
and  ten  Ships  of  the  Burthen  of  one  Hundred  Ton 
or  more,  and  to  bear  the  whole  Charges,  if  tfeey 
could.  Two  fufficient  Scholars  Were  appointed  to 
compute  the  Charges,  the  One  for  the  Weft,  and 
the  otjier  for  the  Cinque  Ports.  It  Was  here  order'd, 
that  all  Ships  of  Portfmouth,  and  from  thence  towards 
the  Wefty  of  the  Burthen  of  one  .  Hundred  Ton,  or 

*  upward?, 

(f)  Wc  *°  not  fi"*  the  Clergy  gave  any  Thing  at  this  Time, 
and  Ptifdere  Vergil  has  taade  an  odd  Sort  of  an  Extwfe  fork,  Tribttum 
fiattpt  cun8i  fobuerunt,  prater  Sacerdotes,  quibtts  farjum  $  quo  alia* 
iUi  ampliora  erorarent  Pectmias.    Lib.  XIX.  P.  369. 

See  Knighton  for  the  Guards  to  the  Sea  Coafts. 

See  the  Statutes  at  Large  for  all  tbefe  Subfidies. 

4*i         14.  Ed.  III.  1340, 
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c  upward,  fhould  ride  at  Dartmouth  ;  the  Admiral  to  K.  Edward 

*  be  Richard  Fitz-Jtlan,  Earl  of  Arundel :  And  that 

*  the  Ships  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  the  Thames,  being 
«  of  that  Burtnen,  Jhould  ride  at  Wmchelfia  \  the  Ad- 

*  mtral  to  be  IfttBam  Clinton>  Ear]  of  Huntingdon"- 
c  The  w  hole  Fleet  to  be  ready  before  the  End  of  Lent, 

*  Command  was  given  to  the  Admirals,  to  ftay  all 

*  other  Ships  which  might  pafs  the  Seas,  and  to  warn 
*  *  them  to  go  into  fafe  Harbours  :  And  to  furnifh  this 

*  Fleet  with  Soldiers,  befide  thofe  whofe  Duty  was 

*  to  attend,  and  alfo  thofe  who  were  preft,  general 

*  Proclamation  was  ordered  to  be  made,  that  all  Per- 

*  ions  who  had  received  of  the  King  Charters  of  Par- 

*  don,  mould  now  repair  to  the  Sea  Coafts  for  the 

*  King's  Service,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  fame. 
*  The  Lord  Richard  Talfot  having  in  Parliament 

*  undertaken  for  the  Security  of  the  Town  of  South- 

*  ampton,  was  appointed  Captain  of  the  Town,  and 

*  allowed  for  that  Service  twenty  Men  of  Arms,  and 

*  one  Hundred  Archers  extraordinary  at  the  King's 

*  Wages,  and  more  upon  Occafion.    All  which  Soi- 

*  diers  to  have  one  Month's  Pay  before-hand,  and  Sir 

*  Richard  one  Hundred  Pounds  by  Way  of  Gratuity  j 

*  being  alfo  appointed  to  fee  the  faid  Town  forthwith 

*  fortified,  according  to  Covenants  in  a  Pair  of  Irv 

*  dentures ;  and  to  levy  the  Charges  on  the  Neigh- 

*  hours  bordering  thereabouts,  and  if  that  mall  not  fuf- 
<  fice,  on  the  Inhabitants.  The  Bilhop  of  JVinchefier^ 
c  Adam  dt  Orktcn  (g)>  the  Prior  of  St  Swithem,  and 

*  the  Abbot  of  Hyde,  were  order'd  to  keep  at  their 

*  Manors  near  Southampton^  with  all  their  Powers,  to 
c  be  ready  to  amft  the  faid  Sir  Richard  at  his  Call  j  and 

*  that  all  the  Inhabitants  mould  remain  ft  ill  upon  the 

*  Place  to  defend  the  fame,  on  Pain  of  lofing  all  they 
4  had.    Sir  Ruhard  was  to  have  all  the  Ammunition 

*  and  Warlike  Furniture  of  the  fame  Town,  to  be  de- 

*  liver'd  into  his  Hands  by  Indenture  j.  the  Sheriff  of 

*  Southampton  having  a  Writ  of  Attendance  on  him  for 

•Viftuals 

(g)  Who  though  principally  concerned  in  the  Murder  of  King  Ed- 
ward the  Second,  yet,  like  a  true  Courtier,  hid  pbyTd  bit  Cards  fo 
well,  U  to  be  tranilated  to  the  rich  See  of  iFtucbiftar  by  hi*  Son  Bd- 
ei-W  the  Third.      Stihftre,  f,  179, 
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K.  Edward  tll«  '  Vi&uals  and  other  NecefTaries  ;  and  two  Serjeants  at 

*  Arms  were  to  provide  Timber. 

*  Thus  much  for  the  Sea,  and  the  Coafts.    As  to 
4  the  Marches  of  Scotland  two  Merchants  of  Lynn- 

*  Regis,  and  two  others  of  Barton  upon  Humber,  un- 

*  dertook  to  deliver  10,000  Quarters  of  all  Kind  of 

*  Grain  at  the  Town  of  Berwick,  and  in  the  Road  of 

*  Leith  i  every  Quarter  of  Wheat  and  Malt  at  nine 

*  Shillings,  and  Oats,  Beans  and  Peafe  at  five  Shillings  : 

*  To  which  there  was  added  a  Caution,  that  under 

*  Colour  of  this  Licence  they  fhould  not  ferve  the 

*  King's  Enemies.  Sir  Thomas  Rokeby  took  upon  him 
«  the  Defence  of  the  Caftles  of  Edinburgh  and  Stir- 

*  ling. 

'  To  preferve  the  Ifle  of  IVight,  the  Inhabitants 

*  thereof,  during  the  War,  were  refpited  the  Payment 

*  of  any  Aid  to  the  King ;  and  that  none  of  them 

*  fhould  by  any  Means  be  difpenfed  with  to  travel  a- 

*  broad,  or  to  abfent  themfelves  out  of  the  laid  Ifle ; 

*  nor  mould  be  impannel'd,  or  warned  at  any  Aflize, 

*  or  Inqueft,  during  the  faid  War  ;  And  that  due  Pro- 

*  vifion  be  made  of  Wine,  Grain,  Coals,  and  other 

*  NecefTaries  for  the  Caftle  of  Carisbrook* 

*  Sir  John  Ferrers,  Captain  of  Jerky  Ifland,  was  now 
e  appointed  to  fend  thither  a  fufficjent  Deputy  ;  to 

'*  *  whom  like  Rules  were  fet,  and  Provifion  allow'd  for 

*  Defence  of  the  fame. 

*  On  the  Back -fide  of  this  Roll  are  feen  the  Num- 

*  bers  of  fuch  Soldiers  as  were  arrayed,  and  fet  out  by 

*  certain  Nobles,  Knights,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Cbun- 

*  ties  of  York?  Nottingham ,  Derby,  Lancafler,  Weft* 

*  moreIandt  and  Cumberland,  by  their  particular  Rat 

*  which  in  the  whole  amounted  to  feven  Thoufan 
c  four  Hundred  Men  of  Arms,  two  Hundred  Arche 

*  on  Horfeback,  and   two  Thoufand  Halberdiers. 

*  Thofe  of  the  three  firft-  named  Counties  were  or- 

*  dered  at  the  Cofts  of  the  Country  to  march  to  New- 

*  caftle  upon  Tyne  only ;  and  they  of  TVeJlmoreland, 

*  Cumberland,  and  Lancajler,  to  Carlijle  only.  And 

*  the  Captains  and  others  being  together  to  lie  and 

*  forage  upon  SctUn.!,  and  not  upon  the  Marches 
«  of  England.' 
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No  fooner  had  King  Edward  carried  his  Conquefts  k.  Edward  m. 
fo  far  as  to  aflume  unto  himfelf  the  Style  and  Arms  of 
ihat  Kingdom,  but  he  caufed  bta  Great  Seal  to  be 
changed,  and  added  the  Flews  de  Lis  of  f  ranee  to  He  aflume*  the 
the  Lions  of  England.  Finding  it  neceflary  for  his  sJy'f and  Arms 
Affairs  to  return  into  his  own  Country,  to  raife  more  fancc* 
Money  on  his  Subjects,  he  called  a  Parliament  imme- 
diately after,  when  the  Writs  of  Summons,  directed 
to  all  the  Sheriffs  in  England^  were  fealed  with  his 
New  Bread  Seal ;  they  were  dated  at  Harwich,  Feb.  21, 
being  the  very  Day  of  his  Landing  {b). 

On  the  29  th  of  March  next  following  the  King  Anno  Regni  14, 
met  his  Parliament  at  Wejlminfter^  and  it  appears  by  1340. 
the  Date  of  the  Writs  that,  in  Cafe  of  abfolute  Ne-At  Wclbn^ef- 
cefllty,  a  Parliament  might  be  then  called  within  lefs 
than  forty  Days,  tho'  the  Ufage  is  otherwife  now. 
The  Caufe  of  their  Summons  was  declared  to  be, 
c  For  granting  him  a  great  Aid  or  elfe  he  fhould  be  Another  Supply 

*  for  ever  difhonoured,  and  his  Lands,  as  well  on  tn^'j^^heStt- 

*  Side  as  beyond  the  Sea  in  great  Danger,  if  he  fhould  JoVft^Sf  that"1" 

*  lofe  his  Allies.    That  he  was  in  his  own  proper  Kingdom. 
c  Perfon  obliged  to  return  to  Brujfth,  and  ftay  there 

*  as  a  Pledge,  until  the  Sum  he  was  engaged  for  was 

*  all  paid.    But,  in  Cafe  be  might  have  a  fufJicient 

*  Aid,  all  thefe  Mifchiefs  would  be  prevented,  and  his 
*•  Defign,  by  the  Help  of  God,  have  a  good  IfTue/ 
"Wherefore,  at  the  King's  Rcqueft  the  Parliament  ha- 
lving Regard  to  his  Declaration,  granted  him  the  Ninth 
SSheaf,  Fleece  and  Lamb,  and  the  Citizens  and  Bur- 
3*effes  the  Ninth  Part  of  all  their  Goods  and  Chattels, 
according  to  the  true  Value*,  for  two  Years  next  com- 
ing.   They,  alfo,  granted  a  Fifteenth  on  all  foreign 

.  Merchants  that  did  not  refide  in  Cities  and  Towns ; 
likewife  upon  thofe  People  that  dwelt  in  Forefts  and 
Waftes  i  and  upon  all  thofe  that  lived  by  labouring  at 
Hufbandry  ;  Beggars,  Cottagers  and  Slaves,  only,  ex- 
cepted : 

(S)  Rymir'!  Feed,  Ang.  Tom.  V.  P.  170.  In  the  Writ  is  thi»  ex- 
traordinary Claufe,  Nca  Mir  ant  n  quod  St  Hum  nofirvm  confuctwm  mutavi- 
ww,  et  Regent  Francise  not  facimut  nminsri  j  nam  diwrfie fu&funr  Caufa;, 
per  quat  hoc  facer  t  nccejfario  rot  ofnrtet,  et  qiuis  vobit  rf  altis  FraUtis  tt 
Magnaiibtit,  recnon  Comrnaaiutibus  ejufdem  Regm  xoffri  Anglis  fid  Jittuti 
Parliamcntum  fierrm  erpenemu. 


as 4  The  'Parliamentary  His  tort 

K.  Edward  in.  cepted :  Upon  Condition  that  the  King  wou'd  confent 
to  enact  and  eftablifh,  that  from  thenceforth  no  Cuftom 
fhould  be  taken  for  one  Sack  of  Wool  but  half  a  Mark  * 
and  of  Lead,  Tin,  Hides,  Leather,  or  Wools,  no- 
thing but  the  antient  Cuftom.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
they  made  this  Requeft  to  the  King,  this  Parliament 
unanimoufly  granted  him,  of  every  Sack  of  Wool 
forty  Shillings,  of  every  Laft  of  ^Leather  four  Pounds, 
of  every  three  Hundred  of  Wool-fells  forty  Shillings, 
and  of  every  other  Sort  of  Merchandize,  to  be  expor- 
ted, according  to  their  Weight  or  Meafure ;  to  com- 
mence at  Eafter  this  Year,  being  the  1 4th  of  the  King's 
Reign,  to  Whitfuntide  in  the  Year  enfuing.  trom 
which  laft  Date,  and  forwards,  the  King  granted  that 
neither  he  nor  his  SucceiTors  fhould  defire,  take,  nor 

'  permit  to.  be  taken  more  than  two  Marks  for  Cuftom 

on  a  Sack  of  Wool,  belonging  to  the  Englijh  ;  and  of 
Skins,  Leather  and  other  Merchandizes,  according  to 
antient  Cuftom.  Our  Author  (/),  who  is  very  expjef~ 
five  in  thefe  Taxations,  goes  on  and  writes,  that  a 
Sack  of  Wool  ought  to  weigh  twenty-fix  Stone,  every 
Stone  being  fourteen  Pounds  ;  and  that  every  Etjgfyb- 
man  or  Foreigner,  going  out  of  England  into  foreigg 
Parts,  mould  find  good  and  fufficient  Security,  for  the 
Payment  of  thefe  Cuftoms,  before  his  going'  abroad 
viz*  That  heibould  bring  back  with  him  a. Piece  of 
Silver  or  Gold  Plate,  to  the  Value  of  two  Marks  for 
each  Sack  of  Wool,  and  fo  for  other  Merchandize,  as 
aforefaid,  at  his  Return.  The  fame  Piece  of  Plate  to 
be  carried  to  the  King's  Exchange  there  to  receive 
the  Overplus  of  it  in  coined  Money.  For  this  extraordi- 
nary Grant  to  the  Crown,  the  King  on  his  Part,  adds 
our  Authority,  granted  many  Things  for  the  Eale  of 
the  Public ;  as  pardoning  Offenders  in  Foreft  Laws* 
giving  Felons  Goods,  and  many  other  Matters  as  are 
contained  in  a  Charter  made  for  that  Purpofe.  The 
Clergy,  alfo,  granted  the  King  a  T mth  in  their  Con- 
vocation, held  at  London,  October  ift,  for  three  Years; 

.  and 

(r)  Knygbto*.  CslztfG, 

\k)  Kxygbton't  Words  ait  here,  ad  Efcambinm  Itigk,  which  we  tuf- 
pofc  was  the  Exchange,  or  Minf  j  and  that  this  Law  was  made  in*Or- 
dcr  to  encourage  Plate  or  Bullion  to  be  hroaght  into  the  Kingdom. 


Of  E  N  GLAND.  235 

and  that  the  Tenth  of  the  prefent  Year  fliould  fee  paid  k.  Edward  Hi. 
In  a  {horter  Time  than  was  appointed.    But  they  flat- 
ly denied  to  give  their  Wools,  as  the  Laity  had  done 
to  their  no  fmall  Damage,  for  that  Commodity  rofe  to 
Double  the  Value  in  a  very  (hort  Time  (I). 

Another  Author  (/w),  is  ftill  more  particular  in  the 
King's  Conceffions,  and  after  faying  that,  betides  theie 
Supplies,  the  King,  for  his  prefent  Gccafions,  borrowed 
of  divers  wealthy  Perfons  what  Sums  they  could  fpare, 
and  that  the  City  of  London  lent  him  twenty  Thou- 
land  Marks  (n),  he  adds,  '  That  in  Confederation  of 

*  thefe  Grants  and  Contributions,  the  King,  befides 

*  his  Pardons  to  diverfe  Kinds  of  Offenders,  remitted 

*  all  Amerciaments  for  all  Tranlgreflions  in  his  Forefts, 

*  Reliefs,  and  Scutage  unto  the  firft  Time  of  his  go- 

*  ing  into  Flanders ;  befides  all  Aids  for  the  Marria- 

*  ges  of  his  Sons  and  Daughters,  during  his  Reign :  Par- 

*  doning  aBd  remitting  all  antient  Debts  and  Arrearages, 

*  both  of  his  Farmers  and  others,  any  ways  due,  both 

*  in  the  Time  of  his  Anceftors  and  his  own,  'till  the 

*  tenth  Year  of  his  Reign,  excepting  fuch  as  Were 

*  compounded  for,  and  ordered  to  be  paid  into  Vis  Ex- 

*  chequer*  And  now  likewife  he  confirmed  Magna 
Cbarta. 

Edward  having  ftiled  himfelf  King  of  France  and  al- 
tered his  Arms,  his  Englijh  Subject  thought  themfelves  in 
Danger  of  becoming  a  Province  to  France,  as  being  the 
greater  Kingdom.   The  Lords  and  Commons  there-  2^ Jjj^JJ 
fore  befought  him,  *  That  they  might  be  bound  to  o-tSt  h"  would8 

*  bey  him,  only  as  King  of  England  ;  and  that  this  not  make  Eng- 
«  Nation  mould  not  be  put  in  Subje&ion  to  him  as  ^^coviQCC 

*  King  of  France'    The  King  to  give  his  Subjects  en-  rancc* 
tire  .Satisfaction  in  that  Matter,  and  to  remove  that 
Tearoufy,  gave  this  Parliament  his  Letters  Patents  of 
indemnity ;  which  being  lingular  in  their  Nature,  we 

{hall  give,  tranilated  from  the  Latin  Original,  as  fol- 
low* (o) ; 

"  Edward 

(l)  HottingjbeacTi  Cbron.  from  Adam  Myrimutb.    P.  355. 
\nt)  Sam.  Daniel  in  Kennet.    P.  a  16. 

(n)  Fabian,  in  his  Chronicle,  has  given  us  the  Manner  how  this  Money 
5Mf  railed  thro*  the  fcvtrai  Wards  of  the  City,  and  die  Names  of  the 
Leaders.  This  Loan  was  to  be  repayed  out  of  the  Money  arifiog  from 
the  aforefitid  Grant.   Fabian*  &  Cbron. 

(a)  It  wh  alfo  made  into  a  Statute,  Sec  Statutes  at  Large,  An.  1341. 
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K.  Edward  III.     46  Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England 
"  and  France,  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all  tbofe,  who  thcfe 
The  King's  De- ««  Letters  mall  hear  or  fee,  Greeting.    Know  ye,  that 

xriSSri  foStf  "  whereas  fome  Pe°Ple  do  think»  that  by  Reafon  that 
ftUi  continue  in- "  the  Realm  of  France  is  devolved  Unto  Us,  as  right 
dependent.  «  Heir  of  the  fame,  and  forafmuch  as  We  are  King 
««  of  France,  our  Realm  of  England  mould  be  in  Sub- 
"  jedtion  to  the  King  and  Realm  of  France  in  Time 
«'  to  come,  We  having  Regard  to  the  Eftate  of  our 
«c  Realm  of  England,  and  namely,  that  it  never  was, 
"  nor  ought  to  be  in  Subjection,  nor  in  the  Obeifance 
«c  of  the  Kings  of  France,  which  for  the  Time  have 
««  been,  nor  of  the  Realm  of  France:  And  willing  to 
«  provide  for  the  Safety  and  Defence  of  the  faid  Realm 
«*  of  England,  and  of  our  Liege  People  of  the  fame, 
c<  do  will  and  grant,  and  eftablifh-  for  Us,  and  for  our 
«  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs,  by  Afient  of  the  Prelates,  Earls, 
4<  Barons  and  Commons  of  our  RealU  of  England,  in 
*«  this  our  prefent  Parliament  fummon'd  at ttVeflm\n- 
*c  fier,  the  Wednefday  next  after  the  Sunday  in  Mid- 
"  lent,  the  fourteenth  Year  of  our  faid  Reign  of  our 
"  Realm  of  England ',  and  the  firft  of  France,  that  by 
"  the  Caufe  or  Colour  of  this,  that  We  are  King  of 
ct  France,  and  that  the  faid  Realm  to  Us  pertainetb, 
"  as  aforefaid  ;  or  that  We  caufe  Ourfelves  to  be 
*c  named  King  of  France  in  our  Stile,  or  that  We 
"  have  changed  our  Seals  or  our  Arms ;  nor  for  Cbm- 
"  mands  which  We  have  ,  made,  or  hereafter  lhall 
"  make  as  King  of  France ;  neither  our  faid  Realm 
.  <c  of  England,  or  the  People  of  the  fame,  of  what 
"  Eftate  or  Condition  they  be,  (hall  in  any  Time 
«'  to  come  be  put  in  Subjection,  or  in  Obeifance  of 
Us,  nor  of  our  Heirs  nor  Succeflbrs,  as  Kings  of 
"  France  as  aforefaid,  nor  be  fubiect,  nor  obedient, 
"  but  (hall  be  free  and  quit  of  all  Manner  of  Subjec- 
«6  tion  and  Obeifance  aforefaid,  as  they  were  wont  to 
<e  be  in  the  Time  of  our  Progenitors,  Kings  of  Eng- 
««  land  for  ever.    In  Witnefs  whereof, 

Mr  Tyrrel  has  an  ingenious  Obfervation  on  fome  fur- 
ther Transitions  in  this  Parliament :  He  takes  Notice, 
*  That  fince  the  Aids  given  in  the  laft  Parliament 
«  were  not  duly  anfwered  to  the  King  by  thofc  who 
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had  the  Care  thereof,  certain  Perfons  were  appointed  k,  Edward  IH, 
to  take  the  Accounts  of  Sir  William  de  la  Pole,  Sir 
1  John  Ckarnel^  and  others,  who  had  received  the  Mo- 

*  ney  and  Wool  formerly  given,  and  they  had  a  Day 
1  aifigned  them  to  produce  their  Accounts ;  and  in  the 

*  mean  Time  feveral  Noblemen  and  others  became 

*  bound  for  the  Accountants,  that  they  mould  anfwer  for 

*  what  they  had  received.'  *  This  deferves  our  Notice, 

*  adds  he,  becaufe  it  is  the  firft  Example  that  we  can 

*  find,  that  any  Money  given  in  Parliament  was  by 

*  them  ordered  to  be  accounted  for  to  Perfons  appoin- 
'  ted  by  themfelves.* 

There  was  little  elfe  material  done  in  this  Parlia- 
ment, except  that  the  Marquifs  of  JuHers,  who  had 
done  Edward  great  Service  in  Frame*  was  created  Earl 
of  Cambridge,  with  a  Penfion  of  a  Thoufand  Pounds  a 
Year. 

In  a  fmall  Time  after  this  Parliament  the  King  went 
abroad  again ;  and  whilft  he  lay  at  the  Siege  of  Tour- 
nay,  another  Parliament  was  held,  by  Commiflion,  on 
the  7  th  of  July,  the  fame  Year,  at  JVeJlminJier,  The  At  Wefiminfleri 
Reafons  of  their  Meeting  being  declared  by  the  Arch- 
biihop  of  Canterbury  then  Chancellor,  to  be,  '  Firft, 

*  to  confult  what  further  Courfe  was  bell  for  the  King 

*  and  his  Allies  to  take  againft  France.  Secondly,  To 
c  provide  for  the  Common  Peace,  and  how  to  keep 

*  good  Order  at  Home.  Thirdly,  To  take  Care  for 
K  the  Defence  of  the  Northern  Parts.    Fourthly,  For 

*  the  Dominion  at  Sea.    Fifthly,  How  to  anfwer  to 

*  the  King  the  Subfidy  laft  granted  him.* 
On  the  next  Day,  being  Ihurfday,  the  great  Victory 

-which  the  King  had  lately  obtained  at  Sea  was  openly 
declared  in  Parliament,  and  it  was  moved  by  the  Chan- 
cellor, *  That  to  go  on  fo  as  to  per  feci;  thefe  happy  Farther  Grant* 
4  Beginnings,  he  muft  be  further  enabled  with  great for  tte  Fr=ack 
4  Supplies  of  Money  :  That  the  King  delired  their  Ad-  War* 
4  vice  how  it  might  be  raifed  with  the  leaft  Grievance 
4  to  his  People.'.  The  Anfwer  to  this  was  poftponed 
till  Saturday  ;  at  which  Time  the  Lords  and  Commons 
granted  the  King,  as  in  the  laft  Parliament,  the  Ninth 
of  their  Corn,  fPcol  and  Lamb,  and  many  other  ufeful 
Provifoes  were  made  fojr  anfwering  the  fame. 

The 
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k.  Edward  1IJ.  The  fame  Day  came  the  Earls  of  Arundele  and  Gh* 
after ',  wkh  Sir  William  Trujfel(p),  from  the  King  with 
Letters  flgned  with  the  Privy  Seal,  and  directed  to  the 
Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament  aflembled  ;  purpor- 
ting his  great  Naval  Victory  near  the  Port  of  Szvyne  ; 
and  preffing  for  a  fpeedy  Supply  of  Money  to  carry  on 
the  War  this  Summer. 

In  Obedience  to  thefe  Demands,  the  Parliament 
went  immediately  upon  Ways  and  Means  to  fupply 
him  ;  and  John  Stratford  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury^ 
Ralph  Stratford  Bifhop  of  L&ttdm,  with  other  Bifhops, 
Abbots  and  Knights,  [all  named  by  BarneSy]  freely  un- 
dertook, on  their  own  Credit,  to  raife  the  King  twen- 
ty Thou  fa  nd  Sacks  of  Wool.  So  that  for  every  Sack, 
of  the  belt  Sort,  the  King  Ihou'd  receive  fix  Pounds ; 
for  others  five,  and  for  the  worft  four  Marks ;  befidea 
his  Cullom  of  forty  Shillings  on  every  Sack  s  and  of  all 
this  Money  a  fpeedy  Return  to  be  made  to  the  King- 
It  was  llipulated,  however,  that  the  Subfidy  of  next 
Year  fhould  be  employed  for  the  Payment  of  this  Loan , 
and  this  to  be  confirmed  by  the  King's  Letters  Pa- 
tents. 

Mr  Barnes  has  given  us  an  Account  of  a  large 
Quantity  of  Provifions,  which  were  ordered  for  the 
Uicof  the  King's  Army  by  this  Parliament,  viz,  2000 
Quarters  of  Wheat,  500  of  Beans  and  Peafe,  800 
Flitches  of  B  icon,  1  Tun  Weight  of  Cheefe,  and  100 
Tuns  of  Wine.  Two  Perfons  there  named  were  ap- 
pointed Purveyors  General  of  the  Ports  of  Sandwich 
and  Southampton  ;  and  4400  /.  were  afllgned  out  of  the 
Aida  of  the  Counties  of  Ejjex  and  Oxford  for  the  King's 
Butler. 

This  Author  is  alfo  very  particular  in  the  Names  of 
the  Merchants,  who  were  ordered  by  Writ  to  attend 
Commtflioners,  iibout  the  Purchafe  of  the  Wools  a- 
forefaid,  &c.  But  as  this  is  too  prolix  for  our  Defign, 
we  fhall  give  the  Reader  Mr  Tyrrel's  AbftracT;  of  the 
reft  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Seflion  :  And  the 
rather  becaufe  it  tends  to  illuftrate  fome  Paffages  that 
will  come  before  us  in  the  Hiftory  of  fucceeding  Par- 
liaments. *  Then 

if)  Procurator  to  the  Parliament  that  dcposM  Edivjrd  the  Secorrii 

See  before,  P.  185, 
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*  Then  it  was  farther  agreed  in  Parliament,  That 

*  for  the  fpeedy  Sale  of  this  Wool,  and  turning  it  into 

*  Money,  as  alfo  the  Ninth  Fleece  which  had  been 

*  given  in  the  laft  Parliament,  the  Sheriffs  fhould  be 

*  commanded  to  fend  up  from  all  Cities  and  Boroughs 

*  of  their  feveral  Counties,  certain  Merchants,  to  ap- 

*  pear  before  the  King's  Council  at  Wejlminjler^  on  the 

*  15  th  of  Auguft  next  enfuing  ;  to  treat  with  them  a- 

*  bout  the  buying  the  faid  Wool  in  all  Counties. 

*  Where  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  with  fome 

*  other  Bi&ops,  Earls,  and  Barons  of  the  King's  Coun- 

*  cil,  there  named,  treated  with  them,  and  contracted 

*  for  a  great  Number  of  Sacks  of  Wool ;  the  Money 

*  to  be  paid  at  Bruges  within  three  Weeks  after,  or 

*  upon  the  8th  of  September*  or  elfe  upon  the  Feaft  of 

*  St  Michael  next  enfuing  at  the  far  theft.    The  Mer- 

*  chants  of  Bardeton  and  Prufjia  contracted  for  a  great 

*  deal  of  this  Wool,  and  engaged  to  pay  the  Money  to 

*  thofe  of  Lsuvain  and  Malines ;  and  feveral  particular 

*  Perfons  are  there  named,  both  Almam  and  others, 

*  that  had  been  retained  by  King  Edward.  The 

*  Lojds  of  the  Council  fent  for  divers  Perfons  to  ac- 
'  count  before  them,  and  order'd  them  to  return  this 

*  Money  to  the  King  beyond  Sea  :  But  what  the  Rea- 

*  fon  was  that  the£e  Returns  were  not  made  to  the  King 
'  accordingly,  is  hard  to  determine  j  for  fome  of  our 
c  Writers  lay  the  Fault  upon  the  Merchants  that 

*  were  to  return  the  Money  \  and  others,  upon  the 
%  Knavery  or  Negligence  of  the  King's  Officers,  who 

*  having  got  tbeie  Wools  into  their  Hands,  did  not 

*  deliver  them  to  the  Merchants  accordimg  to  Agtee- 

*  ment.' 

Purfuant  to  what  Mr  Tyrrel  relates,  the  King  find- 
ing himfelf  pinched  for  want  of  Remittances,  and 
having  contracted  great  Debts  abroad,  in  order  to  carry 
on  the  War  this  laft  Campaign  j  he  determined,  within 
himfelf,  to  go  privately  back  into  England  to  find  out 
the  Defaulters,  and  punilh  them  according  to  their  De- 
ferts.  Accordingly,  he  took  Sniping  in  Zealand^  with 
only  his  Queen  and  eight  more  Perfons  of  Quality ;  and, 
after  riding  out  a  furious  Storm,  which  held  them  for 
three  Days  together,  he  landed  fafe  at  the  Tower,  a- 

bout 
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k.  Edward  in.  bout  two  o'Clock  in  the  Morning,  November  30,  in 
the  Year  1340. 

The  King  re-  Upon  the  King's  entering  the  Tower,  he  found  no 
«!eiyhSuiwGuard  there  uP°n  DHt5r'  and  only  bis  Chadren  and  a 

into  the  Mifap- 

few  Servants  that  waited  on  them  ;  for  which  he  pre- 
pUcatjon  of  the  iently  fent  for  the  Conftable  and  committed  him  to 
Supplies.        cjofe  Confinement  in  his  own  Prifon.   In  the  feme 
Manner  he  ferved  the  Mayor  of  London,  the  Keep- 
er of  the  Great  Seal,  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the 
King's~Bencbrrtixee  Clerks  of  the  Chancery  and  one  of 
the  Exchequer^  who  having  all  been  concerned  in  railing 
or  receiving  the  late  Subfidies,  Toon  found  Lodgings 
in  the  fame  Prifon.    The  Bifhops  of  Ctichefter,  and 
Litchfield  and  Coventry,  the  one  his  Chancellor,  the  o- 
ther  Lord  Treaforer,  he  turned  out  of  their  Offices 
and  imprifoned  for  a  Time  ;  but  durft  not  detain  them, 
for  fear  the  Clementine  Cqnflitutiom  forbidding  Bifhops 
to  be  imprifoned,  mould  affect  Him.   But  the  greateft 
Ecclefiaftical  Perfon  he  had  to  deal  with,  in  this  Affair, 
was  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  who  he  well  knew 
was  as  culpable  as  any.    Many  fevere  Meflages  were 
fent  from  the  King  to  the  Prelate,  who  had  retir'd  to 
his  own  Palace  at  Canterbury,  and  fome  as  haughty 
Anfwers  were  returned.    At  laft  the  King  refolved  to 
lay  the  whole  before  his  Parliament,  and  to  take  their 
Opinions  how  he  ought  to  proceed. 
•        Accordingly,  a  Parliament  was  fummoned  to  meet 
i34??,5'at  Wcftminjter  ofr  E after- Monday,  April  23,  1341, 
a  wJi.  the  Caufes  whereof  was  declared  to  be,  *  How  the 
At  weftminfter.  t  King  might  be  fpeedjly  fupplied  with  the  Grants  gi- 

*  ven  him  laft  Year,  upon  his  going  over  in  Perfon  a- 
s  gainft  his  Enemy  Philip  of  Valois,  great  Part  of 

*  which  was  detained  from  him  by  evil  Officers  j  and 

*  how  a  fufficient  Sum  of  Money  might  be  raifed  for 

*  the  King's  prefent  Neceffities.,  After  which  a  De- 
claration was  made  in  the  King's  Name,  •  That  who- 

*  ever  of  his  Subjects  mould  think  themfelves  hardly 
«  dealt  with,  either  by  hirnfelf  or  any  of  his  Officers, 

*  upon  Complaint  and  Proof  made  thereof,  Ihould  have 
Redreis.' 

To  this  Parliament  the  ArchbHhop  of  Canterbury 
Came,  though  he  had  no  Writ  of  Summons ;  attended 

with 
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with  a  great  Company  of  his  Clergy  and  many  Knights.  K«  HL 
Upon  his  Entrance  into  the  Houfe,  the  High  Steward 
and  Chamberlain  met  him,  who  in  the  King's  Name 
forbad  him  to  enter  the  Parliament,  until  he  had  un- 
dergone a  Tryal  in  the  Exchequer^  for  divers  Things 
laid  to  his  Charge.    The  Archbiftiop,  left  he  mould  Artic]espreftrrM 
move  the  King  too  much,  voucl  fafed  to  go  into  that  againfl  the  Abp. 
Court,  and  there  took  a  Copy  of  the  Articles,  of  "which  °f  Canterbury  on 
his  Accufation  confifted,  and  to  thefe  he  promifed  to  ***** Aceount* 
return  an  Anfwer.    Upon  which  he  was  fuffered  by 
the  King  to  come  into  Parliament,  and  there,  before 
the  whole  Aflembly  he  declared  the  Caufe  of  his  com- 
ing to  be,  '  for  the  Honour,  Rights  and  Liberties  of 

*  the  Church,  for  the  Profit  and  Commodity  of.  the 

*  Realm,  and  for  the  Intereft  and  Honour  of  the  King : 

*  And,  laftly,  that  he  might  clear  himfelf  in  Parlia- 

*  men t  of  feveral  Crimes  laid  to  his  Charge,  and  pub- 

*  lifted  all  over  England  to  his  Prejudice  (q).* 

This  occafioned  a  great  Debate  amongft  the  Lords 
on  this  Queftion,  '  Whether  the  Nobility  of  the  Land 
'  fliould  be  put  to  anfwer,  except  before  their  Peers  in 

*  open  Parliament?'  A  Committee  of  twelve  Peers  A  committee  0f 
was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  Reprefentation  to  his  Ma-  twelve  Peers  ap- 
jefty;  and  they  were,  alfo,  to  enquire  concerning  the  pointed  to  inqoire 
Crimes  laid  to  the  Archbifhop's  Charge,  and  fairly  tolntohi,Cond,,£h 
reprefent  how  far  they  thought  him  blameable.  Our 
Hiftoriographer,  honeft  Jq/bua,  is  fo  particular  in  the 

Sequel  of  the  Controverly,  betwixt  the  King  and  the 

Prelate,  that  we  cannot  do  better  than  give  it  our  Rea-  t 

ders  in  that  Author's  own  Words ; 

*  Whereupon  are  named  four  Bifliops,  four  Earls, 

*  and  four  Barons,  to  draw  up  the  Platform  for  the 
«  King's  View.    Thefe  being  alfo  to  enquire  concer- 

*  ning  the  Crimes  laid  againft  the  Archbiftiop,  and  to 
Vol.  I.  X  «  prepare 

(7)  It  was  greatly  fufpecled  that  the  Archbiftiop,  at  the  Inftigation  of 
Pope  Benedict  XII.  who  was  a  Frenchman,  and  confcquently  no  Friend 
to  Edward* b  Conquefts  in  that  Kingdom,  had  played  falfe  in  this  Mat- 
ter.   Speed**  Cbrpn.  P.  574. 

Collier  writes  that  Burgbioajb  Biftiop  of  Lincoln  and  Sir  Geofry  Scroop, 
one  of  the  Judges,  had  an  old  Grudge  againft  Abp  Stratford,  and  feized 
this  Opportunity  to  pufli  the  Advantage  againft  him. 

See  the  Affair  at  Length  in  the  fame  Author,  where  the  Peerage  of 
the Bifhops,  and  their  Right  of  being  tried**r Pares,  is  learnedly  main- 
tuned  againft  the  Opinion  of  Sir  Bav/gri  tike,  P,  544, 
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K.  Edward  ill.  '  .prepare  them  for  the  King,  among  other  Things  de- 
5  termin'd,  that  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Trea- 

*  furer,  and  other  high  Officers  of  State,  mould  be  in- 

*  eluded  under  the  Names  of  Peers  ;  and  fet  down  a 
'  Requeft,  that  all  Conditions  and  Eftates  might  enjoy 
4  their  proper  and  peculiar  Liberties.    By  that  Time 

*  thefe  Things  were  thus  forwarded,  the  ArchbKhop 

*  came  again  to  jhe  Parliament,  but  was  forbid  by  the 
*-  Captain  of  the  King's  Guard,  Sir  William  Attewood, 

*  to  enter :  Whereupon  he  fpake  thus  to  the  People 

*  that  flocked  about  him,  "  My  Friend?,  the  -King 
46  by  his  Writ  of  Summons  hath  called  me  to  this 
44  Parliament,  and  I,  who  fern  the  Chief  Peer  of  the 
44  Realm,  and  who  next  the  King  have  the  firft  Voice 
44  in  Parliament,  claim  the  Rights  of  my  Church  of 
<c  Canterbury^  and  therefore  require  Entrance  into  Par- 
44  liament  (r)."  But  when  for  all  this  being  kept  out  by 

*  the  Guard,  he  could  not  enter,  he  took  his  Crofe 

*  in  his  own  Hands,  and  folemnly  protefted,  that  he 
4  would  not  ftir  from  that  Place,  till  the  King  gave 
4  kirn  Leave  to  come  into  Parliament,  or  a  fufficient 
4  Reafon  why  he  mould  not :  While  he  flood  therein 
4  th'.s  Manner,  fome  that  were  by,  began  to  revile. 
4  him,  telling  him,  that  he  was  a 'Traitor,  and  he  de- 

"4  ceived  the  King,  and  betrayed  the  Realm.  To  whom 
4  the  Archbimcp~laid,  44  'I  he  Curie  of  Almighty  God, 
44  and  of  his  Blefled  Mother,  and  of  St  Thomas  and 
44  Mine  ally,  be  upon  the  Heads  of  them  that  inform 
44  the  King  lb,  An- en*  Awen."  In  this  Hurry  certain 
4  Noblemen  chancing  to  come  out,  he  befought  them 
4  to  requeft  the.  King  in  his  Behalf,  and  for  the  Right 
4  of  his  Church  of  Canterbury  ;  this  they  kindly  pro- 
•4  mikd  him  to  do.    And  accordingly  t>y  thelntercef- 

*  fion  and  Favour  of  the  Lords,  the  King  gave  Leave 
4  for  his  Admiflion  into  the  Honfe,  where  he  offer'd 

*  to  purge  himfelf  lawfully  in  Parliament  of  the  Crimes 

*  objected  againft  him  :  But  he  was  referred  tothe  Con- 

*  fideration  of  the  twelve  Peer,s,  who  had  his  Caufe  in 

*  Hand  at  that  Time.    On  the  19th  of  Aprils  being 

*  Thurfday%  the  King  came  into  St  Edward?*  Chamber, 

*  commonly  called  the  Painted  Chamber before/whom, 

1  in 

( r)  Tyrrcl  fays,  the  Archbijhop  of  Canterbury  was  OOt  futnmoncd  tQ  tbi» 
railiameuti 
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*  in  Sight  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  the  ArchbiftiopK.  Edward  iu« 
'  humbled  himfclf,  and  required  his  Gracious  Pardon  ; 

4  which  upon  the  whole  Parliament's  general  Suit  and 
c  Entreaty  his  Majelty  granted.    -After  which  the  Arch- 

*  bifhop  defired,  that  whereas  he  was  publickly  defamed  ' 

*  thro'  the  Realm,  he  might  ncW  be  arraigned  in  open 

*  Parliament  before  his  Peers  :  But  the  King  anfwer'd, 
*•  he  would  firft  attend  to  the  Common  Affairs,  and 

*  after  that  examine  lighter  Matters.    However,  a  lit- 

*  tie  after,  without  any  more  Accufation,  or  Anfwer  ; 

*  the  King  of  his  own  Accord  declared  him  legally 

*  purged  and  eXcufed  ;  his  Majefty  having  no  Mind  to 

*  deftroy  fo  able  a  Minifter,  but  only  to  humble  him 

*  and  break  his  high  Prelatical  Obftinacy,  -which  for  a 

*  while  feem'd  ready  to  cope  with  the  Regal  Power. 
A  Writer  of  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory  (j),  has  gone  much 

farther  to  clear  the  Archbiftiop  from  this  great  Impu- 
tation than  Barnes  has  done  j  and  tho'  he  may  be  re- 
prefented  as  an  Author  too  partial  to  the  Prelacy,  yet 
we  think  what  he  fays  has  too  much  Weight  in  it  to 
be  omitted. 

c  The  King's  Complaint  againft  the  Prelate  in  his 

*  Letters,  the  Articles  drawn  up  againft  him,  and  the 
'  other  Preparations  for  his  Trial,  feem  only  to  be  done 

*  ad  faciendum  Populum    In  fhort,  it  looks  highly  pro- 

*  bable  the  young  King  had  either  been  milled,  or  over 

*  liberal  to  his  Favorites.    Great  Taxes  had  been  gran- 

*  ted' to  profecute  and  make  Way  for  the  Title  to 

*  France,  and  yet  the  Peoples  Expectations  were  baulk'd, 
c  and  that  Expedition  had,  by  no  Means,  anfwered 

*  up  to  Profpect  and  Expence.    That  the  Subject 

*  therefore  might  not  be  backward  to  contribute  to  the 

*  Support  of  the  War,  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  lay 

*  the  publick  Mifcarriage  upon  the  Archbifhop  :  By 

*  this  Expedient,  the  King  would  be  (kreen'd,  the 
'  Court  lie  under  Shelter,  and  the  People  better  difpo- 

*  fed  for  the  Payment  of  another  Tax.   And  tho'  fome 
fufpect  the  Archbiftiop  was  gained  by  the  rope  to 

*  ,clog  tbe  War,  by  not  furniming  the  Money  in  due 

*  Time,  and  that  he  perfuaded  the  King  to  drop  the 
'  Enterprise,  and  make  a  Peace  ;  notwithftanding  this 
'  Conjecture,  I  fay,  there  are  two  Things  which  go 

X  2  •> 
{*)  CfflrU  Serf*/.       p,  54S> 
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fc.  Edward  HI.  c  a  great  Way  in  the  Proof  of  the  Archbifhop's  Inno- 
c  cence. 

*  I.  It  is  highly  probable  the  King  was  fatisfy'd  of 

*  Stratford's  Integrity,  becaufe  when  upon  breaking  up 

*  of  this  Parliament,  he  made  another  Expedition  in- 

*  to  France,  he  took  the  Archbilhop  into  Favour,  and 
<  made  him  one  of  the  chief  Minifters  of  State. 

'  'II.  Becaufe  in  the  next  Parliament,  held  two 

V  *  Years  after,  the  King  commanded,  that  the  Articles 
c  of  Impeachment,  drawn  up  againft  the  ArchbHhop 
'  of  Canterbury,  thould  be  brought  into  the  Houfe  to 

*  be  annull'd  and  declar'd  infignificant.    The  Motive 

*  aflign'd  for  this  Order  is,  becaufe,  the  Matter  con- 

*  tain'd  in  the  faid  Articles  was  neither  reafonable  nor 

*  true.    Theie  Things  put .  together  amount,  in  my 

*  Opinion,  to  a  full  Evidence  for  the  Archbifhop's  Ju- 

*  ftification.* 

The  •  farther  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament  require 
fomewbat  more  Attention  than  the  former  ;  a  Matter 
of  great  Moment  being  the  Confequence  thereof.  To 
clear  the  Way  better  before  us  we  fhall  fubjoin  another 
Quotation  from  Barnes,  in  order  to  lay  the  Affair  more, 
open,  and  do  it  all  the  Juftice  it  deferves. 

*  Upon  Occafion  of  the  late  Contract,  between  the 

*  King  and  the  Prelate^  the  Clergy  of  England  in  this" 
'*  Parliament  made  their  Requefts  to  the  King,  That 

*  the  Liberties  of  Holy  Church  may  be  kept,  and  the 
•  *  Great  Charter  be  newly  proclaim'd,  and  by  Oath 

6  confirmed.  The  King  anfwer'd,  "  That  it  was  his 
**  Defire  that  Magna  Chart  a  mould  be  obferved ;  but 
«'  that  it  feem'd  to  him  fuflicient,  for  either  that,  or 
*c  other  their  Liberties,  to  be  exemplified  under  the 
c<  Great  Seal  ;  and  that  more  Oaths  were  not  necef- 
*'  fary ;  -efpecially  fihee  already  too  many  were  fbr- 
w  fworn  throughout  the  Land  (/)." 

Then  they  (hew'd,  how  feveral  of  the  Clergy  were 

*  imprifon'd  by  the  King's  Officers  without  due  Pro- 
4  eels,  and  that  therefore  they  may  be  deliver'd :  To 

*  which 

(t)  Mr  Tyrrel,  in  reciting  this  Rcfnfal  of  the  King's,  on  Acconat 
of  the  Multiplicity  of  Oaths,  makes  this  flirewd  Remark,  *  This  by  tht 

*  Way  (hews,  fays  he,  That  Oaths  taken  of  Courfe  were  no  better 
Jfcept  in  thofe  Times  xkux  Oa^  ate.  in  Qors,' 
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c  which  the  King  anfwer'd,  c<  That  he  intended  not  k.  idwtrd  tit 
<c  any  Clergyman  (bould  be  attached  againft  Law  j  and 
cc  that  he  would  be  ready  to  hear,  if  any  was  in  that 
c<  Manner  imprifon'd,  either  againft  Magna  Charta9 
*c  or  the  Statute  of  Northampton" 

*  They  complain'd  further,  that  feveral  of  the  King's 
c  Officers  had  entered  divers  Religious  Houfes,  and 

*  having  by  Oath  extorted  a  Confeflion  of  Goods 
c  there  depofited,  carried  them  away.  The  King  an- 
c  fwer'd,  "  That  he  would  not  his  Officers  fhould'do 
Cc  thus  :  But  that  if  Laymen  to  defraud  him,  didcon- 
*c  ceal  their  Goods  in  iuch  Places,  then  the  Privilege 
c<  fhould  not  avail :  For  fo  the  King  is  wronged." 

*  On  Saturday  following  the  Lords  petition'd,  That  Petition!  of  t&« 
c  Magna  Charta  might  in  all  Points  be  obferved  fo  asLord,andCon>" 
c  fuch  Perfons,  who  are  neither  appealed,  nor  indicted, mon,, 

*  nor  prefented  at  the  Suit  of  any,  and  yet  have  their 
c  Goods,  Lands,  or  Pofleflions  taken  away,  may  be 
c  reftored  thereto  again.'  "  In  anfwer  to  this  the  King 
**  granted  for  him  and  his  Heirs  for  ever,  that  if  any 
ct  Perfon  commit  any  Act  contrary  to  the  Form  of 

*'  Magna  Charta,  or  any  other  good  Law  ;  he  mail  i 
*'  be  lyable  to  anfwer  it  in  Parliament,  or  dfe  where 
**  he  ought  by  Law." 

*Tbe  following  are  the  Petitions  of  the  Commons,  with 
their  refpeftive  Anfwers. 

*  Commons,  That  the  Chancellor  and  other  Officers 

*  of  State,  there  named  in  the  Records,  may  upon  their 

*  Entrance  into  the  faid  Offices  be  fworn  to  obferve 
c  the  Laws  of  the  Land  and  Magna  Charta. 

*  King*  The  King  willeth  the  fame. 

*  Commons.  That  every  Man,  for  Debts  due  to  the 

*  King's  Anceftors,  may  have  therefore  Charters  of 

*  Pardon,  of  Courfe  out  of  the  Chancery. 
.  *  King.  The  King  granteth. 

*  Commons.  That  certain  by  Commiffion  may  hear 

*  the  Accounts  of  thofe,  who  have  received  Wools, 
"  *  Monies,  or  other  Aid  for  the  King,  and  that  the 

*  fame  may  be  enrolled  in  the  Chancery. 

*  King.  It  pleafeth  the  King,  fo  as  the  Treafurer 

*  and  Lord  Chief  Baron  may  be  joined  in  the  Com- 

*  million. 

X  $  *  Commons. 
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*  Commons,  That  the  Ordinance  mide  at  Northamp- 
4  /tf«.  That  Men  of  evil  Life  and  Converfation  fbculd  be 

*  attached,  may  be  repealed  :  Becaufe  on  Pretence  there- 

*  of  many  honeft  Men  have  been  arretted. 

*  Kh'ir  THe  King  doth  revoke  it. 

*  Commons.  That  many  Commiflions,  whereby  fun- 

*  dry  Men  have  been  fined  outragioufly  by  the  Com- 

*  miffioners,  may  be  revoked,  and  new  ones  granted 

*  to  others. 

■  Kn%.  The  King  is  plea  fed,  that  the  fame  ftiall  be 
«  done  in  the  Prefence  of  him,  of  the  Lords,  andcer- 

*  tain  of  the  Commons, 

8  Commons.  That  the  Chancellor  and  all  other  Offi- 

*  cers,  there  named,  may  be  chofen  in  open  Parlia- 

*  ment ;  they  at  the  fame  Time  to  be  openly  fworn 

*  to  obferve  the  Laws  aforefaid. 

1  King.  The  King  yieldeth  only  thus  much,  that  if 

*  any  fuch  Office,  by  the  Death  or  other  Failure  of 
'  the  Incumbent  become  void,  the  Choice  to  remain 

*  folely  in  the  King  ;  he  taking  therein  the  Allen  t  of 

*  his  Council  :  But  that  every  fuch  Officer  mall  be 

*  fworn  at  the  next  Parliament  according  to  the  Peti- 

*  tion  ;  and  that  every  Parliament  following,  the  King 
1  fhall  refume  into  his  Hands  all  fuch  Offices ;  fo  as 

*  the  laid  Officers  {hall  be  left  liable  to  anfwer  all  Ob- 

*  jedlions. 

*  Hereupon  at  the  Requeft  of  the  whole  Three  E- 
whkh  being af-  <  ftates  made  unto  the  King,  thefe  Articles  were  declar'd 
S?^£&4  St^M>  ^  on  the  Back  of  the  Roll  doth  appear: 
to  be  St  a-  '  Which,  with  the  Conditions,  were  afterward  read 
to t*5.         1  before  the  King,  his  Officers  being  prefent,  as  the 

1  Chancellor,    1  reafurer,  Juftices  of  both  Benches, 

*  Sreward  of  the  King's  Chamber  and  others,  all  which 

*  Officers  were  fworn  on  the  Crofs  of  Canterbury  to 

*  perform  the  fame  :  Only  the  Chancellor,  Treafurer, 

*  and  certain  of  the  Juftices  refufed  the  faid  Oath,  as 

*  being  repugnant  to  their  former  Oath  and  the  Laws 

*  of  the  Realm.    However  for  that  Time  the  Stamtes 

*  and  Conditions  aforefaid,  together  with  the  Com- 

*  millions  to  enquire  after  Oppreflions,  were  exempli- 

*  fied  under  the  Great  Seal,  and  delivered  to  the  Lords 

*  arid  Commons/ 

This 
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This  extraordinary  Cohceflion  from  the  Crown  be-  k.  Edward  III, 
ing  thus  ratified  and  pafl'ed  into  a  Statute,  the  King 
f°on  after  fought  to  revoke,  by  a  Method  more  ex- 
traordinary than  the  Grant ;  and  which  was  a  Stretch 
°f  the  Royal  Prerogative  greater  than  we  have  yet  met 
jj^ith,  fince  the  three  Eftates  of  the  Realm  were  efta- 
blifhed.    For,  fliortly  after,  the  King,  by  Advice  dfButai*  afterward 
is  Council,  only,  and  without  any  Parliament,  dMJJJ^J*^ 
abrogate  what  he  before  was,  as  he  fays,  forced  into,  0f  Parliament.0 
^Hd  had  fuffered  to  pafs  into  a  Law.    This  was  done 
by  Special  Writs,  directed  to  all  the  Peers,  and  to  all 
the  Sheriffs  in  England,  commanding  the  latter  to  pro- 
claim it  throughout  their  feveral  Divifions.    The  Writ 
to  the  Sheriff  of  Lincoln/hire  is  ftill  extant  in  the  Pub- 
lic A6ts  («),  and  in  the  Statutes  at  Large  ;  into  the 
laft  of  which  Records  it  got,  we  fuppofe,  by  being 
Confirmed  by  Act  of  Parliament  two  Years  after.*  The 
"Vrhole  Writ  is  tranflated  by  Barnes,  for  the  Rarity  of 
it,  as  he  fays  ;  but  Efr  Brady  has  given  us  a  Tranflation 
%rf  another,  dtrected  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury^ 
the  Original  of  which  is  preferved  in  his  Appendix  (#),» 
'Which  we  think  is  fomewhat  more  curious  than  the 
■former:  Efpecially,  fince  it  plainly  proves,  contrary 
Ho  Mr  Collier's  Conclufions,  that  the  King  was  not  fo 
-well  fatisfied  with  the  Prelate's  Integrity  as  that  Writer 
-would  have  us  believe.    The  Tranflation  of  the  Writ 
is  as  follows, 

The  King  to  the  venerable  Father  in  Cbrijl,  John 
Archbijbop  ^Canterbury,  Primate  of  all  England,  Gree- 
ting, 

"  Whereas  fome  Time  fince  in  our  Parliament  at  Thc  ^  ,  - . 
'*  fVeftminfter^  afTembled  in  the  Quindene  of  Eafter  laft  to  the  Abp.  of C 
**  paft,  there  were  certain  Petitions  made,  exprefly  CanterBury  de- 
*«  contrary  to  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  Engfond,  and?*""*1"3 

\  •  j-  •  1  i_  1    1  r  Ions  tor  revoking 

"  not  only  very  prejudicial,  but  reproachful  alfo  to  our  the  fame. 
"  Royal  Dignity  ;  which  if  we  had  not  permitted  to 
"  have  been  drawn  into  a  Statute,  the  faid  Parliament 
M  had  been  without  Succefs,  and  dhTolved  in  Difcord, 
"  and  fo  our  Wars  with  France  and  Scotland,  which  we 

54  principally 

(u)  Feed.  Ang.  Tom.  V.  p.  282.    Dated  at  fTeJlminJler,  Otf. 1. 
(x)  Brady,  p.  an,  %%%.  \4ftend,  88, 
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,*  principally  undertook  by  your  Advice,  had  very  like- 
4*  ly  been  (which  God  forbid)  in  Ruin:  And  we,  to 
ft*  avoid  fuch  Dangers,  permitting  Protcftations  of  re- 
*  yoking  thofe  Things,  when  we  could  conveniently, 
1  that  had  lb  been  extorted  from  us  againft  our  Wit], 
yet  permitted  them  to  be  fealed  with  our  Seal  a: 
that  Time  :  And  afterward  by  the  Advice  and  Af- 
fent  of  the  Earls,  Barons,  and  other  wife  Men,  for 
lawful  Cauies,  becaufe  our  Confent  was  wanting 
[or  m  it  is  in  the  Revocation,  directed  to  the  Sheriff 
^Lincoln,  1  Becaule  wenever  coniented  to  the  ma- 
kin*  of  the  Statute  i  but  as  then  it  behoved  us,  we 
duTembkd  in  the  Prcmifles,  £sf*.]  we  have  declared 
it  null,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  have  the  Name 
and  Force  of  a  Statute.    And  we  underftand,  you 
have  commanded  a  Provincial  Council  to  meet  at 
London,  on  the  Morrow  of  5/  Luke  next  coming  ; 
in  which  you  intend  to  excite  the  Bifliops  of  your 
Province  againft  us,  and  to  ordain  and  declare  fome 
Things  prejudicial  to  us,  about  confirming  the  faid 
pretended  Statute,  and  for  the  Enervation,  Depref- 
iion,  and  Diminution  of  our  Royal  Jurifdi&ion, 
Rights    and    Prerogatives,    for   the  Prefervation 
whereof  we  are  bound  by  Oath  j  alio  concerning 
the  Procefs  depending  between  us  and  you  for  cer- 
tain Matters  charged  upon  you  by  us ;  and  that  you 
intend  to  promulge  grievous  Cen  lures  concerning 
thefe  Things  :  We  willing  to  prevent  fo  great  Mif- 
chier,  do  ftricvtly  forbid,  that  in  that  Council  you 
dare  to  propound,  or  any  Ways  attempt,  or  caufe  to 
**  be  attempted  any  Thing  in  Derogation,  or  Dimi- 
"  nution  of  our  Royal  Dignity,  Power,  or  Rights  of 
w  the  Crown,  or  of  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  our 
lf  Kingdom,  or  in  Prejudice  of  the  Procefs  aforefaid, 
M  or  in  Confirmation  of  the  pretended  Statute,  or  o- 
•€  therwife  in  Contumely  of  our  Name  and  Honour, 
"  or  to  the  Grievance  or  Difad vantage  of  our  Coun- 
**  fellors  or  Servants ;  Know  ye,  that  if  ye  do  thefe 
"  Things,  we  will  profecute  you,  as  our  Enemy  and 
**  Violator  of  our  Rights,  with  as  much  Severity  as 
*'  lawfully  we  may.    Witnefs  the  King  at  Wejlminjler 
M  thefirft  Day  of  OMer." 


Of  E  N  G  L  A  N  D, 


249 


Dr  Brady  is  of  Opinion  that  the  Agreement  concer-K.  Edward  1 11 
ning  the  Chief  Officers  of  State,  which  the  King  had, 
inadvertently,  let  pafs  into  the  Form  of  a  Statute^  wa* 
the  Contrivance  of  the  Archbiftiop,  Bifliops,  and  Cler- 
gy j  for  it  was  a  great  Trouble  to  them  that  the  Chan- 
cellor, Treafurer  and  feveral  other  Officers,  who  were 
°F  that  Order,  had  been  pat  out  of  their  Places,  at  the 
iCing's  Arrival  in  England*  and  Laymen  placed  in  their 
Stead  (y). 

But  as  Dr  Brady  and  Mr  Barnes  are  reprefented  as  Remirk*  there 
^VViters  too  partial  to  the  Prerogative' Royal,  and  as 001 
thefe  Proceedings,  in  a  Parliamentary  Way,  with  the 
ing*s  great  Stretch  of  Power  over  them,  are  the  molt 
r^markable  of  any  Tranfactions  in  this  Reign,  we  (hall 
Leave  to  fubjoin  Mr  Tyrreh  Thoughts  on  theMat- 
tfe*"»  who  being  both  a  Follower  and  Corrector  of  the 
t  Jier's  Miftakes,  may  fet  this  Point  in  a  clearer  Light. 
P_    _After  fpeaking  of  the  King's  Writ  to  the  Sheriff  of 
f^-^ncoln,  and  giving  an  Abftrad  of  that  to  the  Archbi- 

op  of  Canterbury,  he  goes  on  and  writes, 
t        1  But  tho'  it  muft  be  granted  that  this  was  a  high 
f        Stretch  of  the  King's  Prerogative,  and  fuch  as  our 
j         Times  would  not  bear,  yet  even  then  when  neither 
B        the  Bilhops,  Barons,  nor  Commons  in  Parliament 
ever  gave  their  Confents  to  this  Revocation,  they 
6         were  not  at  all  fatisfied  with  this  Precedent ;  for  in 
the  next  Parliament  of  the  feventeenth  of  this  King, 
this  Statute  above  mentioned  was  by  them  legally  made 
t        void  and  repealed,  without  any  Mention  of  the  King's 
t        late  Writ  or  Proclamation,  as  appears  upon  the  Sta- 
tute Roll,  tho'  not  printed  in  our  Stature  Books. 
fe        '  This  Revocation  very  well  defervesour  further  Re- 
^     mark  ;  for  fince  no  more  than  the  King's  Writ  to 
the  Sheriff  of  Lincoln/hire  was  thought  fit  to  be  print- 
ed  by  thofe  who  firft  publifhed  the  Statutes  in  Eng- 
li/ht  without  the  fubfequent  Statute  laft  mentioned, 
it  hath  been  commonly  made  ufe  of  by  the  high  Af- 
fertors  of  the  Royal  Prerogative,  as  a  fufficient  Pre- 
cedent to  prove,  that  the  King  alone  has  a  Power 

to 


(jr)  Rex  Edwardus  Angliam  intravitt  Minifirts  fuot,  viz,  Camullari- 
Tbcfatirarium  et  aiiot  an/trait,  natt  Glcricatt  imo  Secular <t  ed  placitum 
■f  •am  Subjlituitt  Waliin^hun,  p.  1 50. 
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K.  tdwirf  nr.  «  to  make  void  and  repeal  any  Law  or  Statute  that  he 

*  lhall  judge  derogatory  to  his  Prerogative,  or  the  Laws 

*  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Realm  ;  and  he  needs  no  more 

*  but  to  fay  as  King  Edward  did  in  this  Cafe,  That 

*  he  diflembled  in  the  Premises,  and  never  gave  his 

*  free  Confent,  but  only  to  avoid  greater  Dangers,  or 

*  to  obtain  a  Subfidy  when  he  needed  it  to  carry  on  his 

*  Wars  :  But  the  Lords  and  Commons  were  not  fa- 

*  tisfied  with  this  Doctrine,  and  tho'  they  would  not 

*  quarrel  with  the  King  as  to  what  was  pall,  yet  it  is 

*  evident  they  were  not  fatMe<i  with  his  Prerogative  in 

*  vacating  this  Statute,  or  elfe  there  had  been  no  Need 

*  for  them  to  have  made  another  Repeal  of  it :  And 

*  tho*  the  learned  Mr  Barnes  in  his  elaborate  Hiftory 

*  of  this  King's  Reign,  hath  been  fo  candid  as  to  recite 
■  verbatim,  not  only  the  King's  Writ  of  Revocation, 

*  but  the  unprinted  Statute  laft  mentioned,  yet  he  looks 

*  upon  it  as  a  meer  Refult  of  the  King's  Prerogative 
1  Royal,  in  thofe  Days  efteemed  of  fufficient  Force, 

*  and  as  fuch  afterwards  confirm'd  by  A<5t  of  Parlta- 

*  ment :  Which  I  can  by  np  Means  gather  from  this 

*  Statute,  but  rather  conclude  the  Contrary  from  this 

*  very  Infiantt* 
To  conclude  our  Accounts  of  this  Parliament,  we 

Cball  only  take  Notice  of  another  Particular,  which  is, 
that  the  NecelTny  of  the  King's  Affairs  requiring  it, 
20,000  Sacks  of  Wool  were  ordered  to  be  tranfported 
beyond  Sea,  before  Mkbaelmafs  next  coming ;  and  it 
was  provided  that  no  Man  before  that  Time  mould 
fend  over  any  Wool,  on  Pain  of  thrice  the  Value,  and 
Lofs  of  Life  and  Member  (z ). 

If  our  Quotations  relating  to  the  Affairs  of  the  laft 
Parliament  are  thought  too  long,  we  come  now  toaGap- 
of  Time  in  which  we  can  find  little  to  our  Purpofe- 
For,  except  a  Parliament,  or  rather  a  great  Council  or?" 
The  Peers  only,  which  the  King  held  at  IVeflminfler 
about  the  latter  End  of  April,  in  the  Year  i34r>  in 
which  was  nothing  tranfadted  worth  our  Notice,  wi 
do  not  meet  with  another  real  Parliament  called 
the  Year  after. 

The  King  in  this  Interval  had  been  warmly  enga- 

(x)  Bar  at:  t  Brady  and  Tyrrtl, 
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ced  in  a  double  War,  and  had  perfonally  vifited  both  k.  Edward  nr. 
France  and  Scotland  in  a  Hoftilc  Manner.   The  Ex- 
ploits and  Succefs  of  which  we  mull  leave  to  our  Mi- 
Jitary  Hiftorians,  and  come  to  a  Parliament  which  theAnnoR    .  f 
King  called  to  meet  at  Wejlminfter,  April  23,  1343.  ""ij^"  *7* 
The  Caufes  for  fummoning,  exprefied  in  the  Writ  it  AtWeftminfler 
felf,  being,  '  to  treat  and  advife  with  his  Great  Men      e  <r* 

*  what  was  beft  to  be  done  in  his  prefent  Affairs ;  par- 
4  ticularly,  concerning  the  Truce  lately  made  with  his 

*  Enemy  of  France,  and  about  th;  good  Government 

*  and  Safety  of  his  Realm  and  People. 

The  Parliament  being  met,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
fent  for  Sir  Bartbolemew  Burgberjh  to  come  into  the 
Houfe  5  who,  having  been  with  the  King  at  the  ma- 
king of  the  late  Truce,  was  to  declare  what  he  knew 
concerning  it.  Whereupon  the  Knight  fpoke  to  this 
Purport,  '  That  after  the  King  had  begun  the  War 

*  with  France,  by  AfTent  of  the  Prelates,  Great  Men, 

*  and  Commons,  to  obtain  his  Rights  and  Inheritance 

*  there  ;  he  had  divers  Times  paSed  the  Sea  with  his 

*  Army,  and  after  his  laft  going  over,  had  taken  feve- 

*  ral  Towns,  Caftles,  and  Forts  in  Bretagne ;  but  that 
«  whilft  he  lay  at  the  Siege  of  Vanned  he  was  defiled 

*  by  the  Pope,  for  the  Honour  of  God  and  Holy 

*  Church,  to  accept  of  the  Mediation  of  two  Cardinals 

*  whom  he  mould  fend  to  him,  to"  mediate  a  Truce, 

*  until  a  Peace  could  be  treated,  of :  And  then  conclu- 

*  ded,  That  the  King,  perceiving  the  Truce  to  be  ho- 

*  nourable,  and  advantageous  to  him  and  his  Allies, 
'  aflented  to  it  :  That,  during  the  Continuance  there- 
«  of,  a  Treaty  of  Peace  might  be  had,  before  the  Pope,' 
<  as  a  Mediator  and  Friend/but  not  as  a  Judge  ;  which 

*  Peace,  if  good  and  honourable,  the  King  would  ac-  v 

*  cept  of ;  if  not,  he  would  purfue  his  Quarrel.  And 

*  Sir  Bartholomew  further  faid,  That  becaule  the.  War 

*  was  begun  by  the  common  Advice  of  the  Prelates, 

*  Great  Men,  and  Commons,  the  King  would  not 

*  treat  of,  or  make  Peace  without  the  like  Aflent.' 
Wherefore  me  Prelates  and/  Great  Men  were  charged 
to  affemble  on  Tkurfday  the  1  ft  of  May,  to  treat,  ad- 
vife, .  and  agree  among  themfelves,  Whether  the  King 
ought,  to  fend  any  Envoys  to  the  Court  of  Rome,  to 

propound 


< 
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K.  £dwari  ill.  propound  his  Right  before  the  Pope,  or  not  ?  And  in 
the  lame  Manner,  the  Knights  of  Counties,  and  Com- 
mons, were  charged  to  affemble  in  the  Painted  Cham- 
btr,  to  treat,  andadvife  in  like  Manner,  and  to  report 
their  Anfwer  and  Agreement,  in  full  Parliament,  at 
the  fame  Time. 

On  which  Day,  the  Prela'es  and  Great  Men  an- 
fwered,  their  Advice  was,  '  That  the  Truce  was  ho- 

*  nourable,  and  advantageous  to  the  King  and  all  his 
4  Friends ;  and  that  every  Chriftian  ought  to  wifh, 

*  that  the  War,  which  was  lb  great  and  hurtful  to  all 

*  Chriftians,  might  foon  end  in  a  Peace  :  Wherefore ' 
4  they  agreed  to  the  Truce  ;  and  that  the  King  ibould 
4  fend  Meflengers  to  Rome*  to  lay  before  the  Pope,  as 
4  a  Mediator  and  Friend,  (but  not  as  a  Judge)  hb  Rights 
4  and  Demands,  in  order  to  a  Treaty  of  Peice,  accor- 

4  ding  to  the  Form  of  the  Truce.    And  then  the  j 
4  Knights  of  Counties  came  in,  and  the  Commons,  \ 
4  and  anlwered  by  Sir  Wiltiam  Trujfcl,  in  the  Whiu 
4  Chamber^  (i.  tx  the  prefent  Court  of  Requefts)  who 
4  in  the  Prefence  of  the  King,  Prelates,  and  Great 

*  Men,  propofed  on  Behalf  of  the  Knights  and  Com- 
4  mons,  That  they  were  fully  agreed,  the  Truce  mould 
4  be  kept,  to  the  End  a  gdcd  and  honourable  Peace 
4  might  be  made :  And  further,  tbe  faid  Commons 
4  prayed  the  King,  to  fend  exprefs  Envoys,  or  Met 

*  fengers,  to  treat  of  Peace,  as  abovefeid  ;  and  in  Cafe 

*  he  could  have  an  honourable  and  advantageous  Peace 
4  for  himfelf  and>  his  Friends,  that  he  would  accept  of 

*  it  j  but  if  not,  the  did  Commons  declared,  that  they 

*  would  aid  and  alii  ft  him,  and  maintain  his  Quarrel 
€  with  all  their  Power.' 

In  this  Parliament  the  King  created  his  eldeft  Son 
Prince  of  Waks,  inverting  him  with  a  Coronet,  a  Gold 
Ring  and  a  Silver  Rod.  He  alf©  gave  him  feveral 
more  Lands  and  Revenues  than  he  enjoyed  before,  the 
better  to  iupport  this  new  Dignity. 

It  was  here  alfo  ena&ed,  that"  the  Statute  made  at 
IFtftminfhr  the  i>th  of  this  King,  and  which  the 
King  had  foon  after  revoked,  as  has  been  mentioned, 
fhould  accordingly  be  utterly  repealed  and  lofe  the 
Name  of  a  Statute,  as  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  the 

Rini's 
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Xing' s  Prerogative.    But,  fince  the  Articles  there  madeK. Edward  HI. 
Were  thought  reafonable,  it  was  enacted  that  fuch  Ar- 
ticles, with  fome  others  agreed  on  in  this  Parliament, 
Should,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Judges,  be  made  into  a 
Statute  (a). 

An  Ecclefiaftical  Affair  of  great  Confequence  came, 
alfo,  before  this  Parliament,  which,  tho'  fomewhat 
long  is  of  too  great  Concern  to  be  om  tted.  We  (hall 
therefore  give  Jojhua  Barnes's  Account  of  it  in  his  own 
^Vords. 

c  In  this  Parliament  it  is  recorded,  That  the  Com-  The  Common 
mons  of  England  made  great  Complaint  of  the  Pro-  remonftrate  a- 
c  virions  and  Refervations  coming  from  the  Court  of  J^^,/^ 
c  Rome;  whereby  the  Pope  fook  up  beforehand  the  the  Papal  Power. 

*  future  Vacancies  of  Ecclefiaftical  Dignities  for  Aliens, 
c  and  fuch  as  had  nothing  to  do  within  this  Realm. 

*  They  remonftrated  to  the  King  the  manifold  Incon- 
c  veniences  enfuing  thereby  ;  as  the  Decay  of  HofpN 

*  tality,  the  tranfporting  of  the  Treafure  of  the  Realm 
c  to  the  Maintenance  of  the  King's  mortal  Enemies  ; 

*  the  difcovering  of  the  Secrets  of  the  Kingdom,  and 

*  the  utter  difcouraging,  difabling,  and  impoverifh- 

*  ing  of  Scholars,  Natives  of  the  Land.    Among  other 

*  Inftances,  they  alio  mewed  how  the  Pope  had  fecret- 
ly  granted  unto  two  new  Cardinals  fundry  Livings 

*  within  the  Realm  of  England,  and  particularly  to  the 

*  Cardinal  of  Perigort  above  ten  Thoufand  Marks, 

*  yearly  Collections.   Whereupon  they  humbly  require 

*  the  King  and  his  Lords  to  find  a  Remedy  for  thefe 
'  intolerable  Encroachments ;  for  that  they  neither  could 

*  nor  would  any  longer  bear  thefe  heavy  Oppreflions  ; 
4  or  elfe  they  defired,  that  his  Majefty  and  the  Lords 

*  would  help  them  forcibly  to  expel  the  Papal  Power 
out  of  the  Realm. 

*  The  King  in  Confederation  of  the  Premifes,  wil- 
c  leth,  that  the  Lords  and  Commons  among  them- 
-    *  ielves,  ccnfult  of  the  molt  decent  and  fitting  Way, 

*  promifing  his  Confent  to  any  reafonable  Remedy. 

4  Hereupon 

(a)  Old  Stowe  writes  that  in  this  Parliament,  An.  1343,  the  Clergy 
that  were  Pofleflbrs  of  Lands  granted  to  the  King  towards  the  War  all 
their  Jewels  and  Plate,  as  well  Silver  as  Gold,  befides  Horfcs,  Carta 
and  Waggons.  Stowt'i  Cbron,  P.  339, 
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K.  Edward  in.  *  Hereupon  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  prefent- 

*  ly  fent  for  an  Adt  made  at  Carlijle  in  the  thirty-fifth 

*  Year  of  Edward  I!  upon  the  like  Complaint  }  which 

*  utierly  forbad  to  bring,  or  attempt  to  bring  any  Thing 

*  into  his  Realm,  which  ftlould  tend  to  the  Diminu- 

*  tion  of  the  King's  Prerogative,  or  the  Prejudice  of 

*  his  Lords  and  Commons  (b).  And  fo  at  this  Time  the  • 

*  famous  Act  of Provifion  was  made,  prohibiting  the 

*  bringing  in  of  any  Bull,  or  the  like  Trinkets  from 
«  the  Court  of  Rome,  or  the  ufing,  allowing,  or  en- 
«  joying  of  any  fuch  Bull,  Procefs,  or  any  other  In- 

*  ftrument  obtained  from  thence,  as  there  at  large  doth 
4  appear.    This  Att,  however,  as  One  obfervcs,  could 

*  not  be  agreed  to  by  the  Bimops,  and  the  reft  of  the 

*  Clergy,  but  they  rather  feem'd  refolved  to  proteft  a- 

*  ga  nft  it,  till  the  King  preremptorily  commanded  them 
'  to  furceafe  fuch  Preemption. 

4  However  the  Lords  Temporal  only,  and  the  Com- 
4  mons  by  themfelves,  wrote  a  Letter  to  his  Holinefs,. 

*  the  Purport  whereof  followeth,  from  the  Original 
4  French 

A  Letter  to  the  To  the  moft  Holy  Father  in  God,  the  Lord  Clement,  by 

W  Srffi     Dhine  ?rw'ld?nce\  °f  tk*.  Holy  Roman  and  Catholick 
.  Temporal  and       Churchthe  Chief  Bijhop  j  his  humble  and  devout  Children 
Commons  Only,     the  Princes,  Dukes,  Earls,  Barons,  Knights,  Citizens^ 
f£^SK"    Burgrffes,  and  all  the  Commonalty  of  the  Realm  */Eng- . 
Affent!1  S  land,  affembled  in  Parliament  at  Weftminfter,  devoutly 

kifs  his  Holy  Feet. 

rPHE  pious  Difcretion,  Prudence  and  Equity  which  feem, 
•*  and  ought  indeed  to  be  in  Tou,  moft  Holy  Father,  who 
are  Jo  holy  and  fo  high  a  Prelate,  Head  of  the  Holy 
Cbrch,  by  whom  the  Catholick  Church  ana  People  of 
God  fhould,  as  by  the  Sun- Beams  be  enlightened,  do  give 
us  good  Hope,  that  the  juft  Petitions  hereunder  by  us  de- . 
dared,  to  the  Honour  of  J  efts  Chrijl,  of  his  'Holy  Church 
and  of  yourHolinefs  aljb,  fhall  be  of  you  gracioujly  confided d% 
and  that  all  Errors  and  Injuflice  Jhall  be  quite  removed  \  s 
in/lead  whereof  fruitful  Amendment  and  neceffary  kerne' 
■  dies,  thro'  the  Grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  you  in  fi 

eminent 

(£)  See  the  Proceedings  upon  this  Affair,  p.  ijj. 
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eminent  a  Degree  ,have  received,  may  be  by  you  graciouflyYj  Edward  III* 
ordained  and  applied. 

Wherefore,  moft  Holy  Father,  after  great  Deliberation^ 
We  all  with  one  Affent  come  unto  your  Holinefs,  Jbewing 
and  declaring*  that  the  mojl  noble  Kings  of  England,. 
Progenitors  to  his  Majejly  that  now  is,  as  alfo  our  Ance- 
ftors  and  ourfelves  too,  according  to  the  Grace  of  the  Holy 
Ghaft  to  them  and  to  us  given,  every  one  of  his  own  Devotion 
have  ejiablijhed,  founded  and  endowed  within  the  Realm 
of  England,  Cathedrals  and  other  Churches,  Colleges* 
Abbeys,  Priories,  and  divers  other  Religious  Houfes :  And  to 
the  Prelates  and  Governors  of  the  fame  have  given  and 
granted  Lands,  Poffejfions,  Patrimonies,  Franchifes,  Ad- 
vowfons  and  Patronages  of  Dignities,  Revenues,  Offices, 
Churches,  with  many  and  divers  other  Advantages  and 
Emoluments :  Whereby  the  Service  of  God  and  the  Faith 
of  Chrijl  might  be  honoured  and  had  in  Reverence ;  Hof- 
pitals  and  Alms-H.ufei,  with  all  other  Edifices,  Churches 
and  Colleges  might  be  honejlly  kept  and  maintained,  and 
devout  Prayers  in  the  fame  Places  made  for  the  Souls  of 
the  Founders  ;  and  the  Poor  alfo  of  the  feveral  Parijhes 
conveniently  aided  and  nourifbed :  Of  alt  which  fuch  only 
were  to  have  the  Cure,  who  were  able  to  take  Confeffions, 
and  were  otherwife  meet  in  their  own  Mother  Tongue  of 
England  effieclually  to  teach  and  inform  their  Flock. 

And  forafmuch,  moft  Holy  Father,  as  you  cannot  well 
attain  the  Knowledge  of  divers  fuch  Errors  and  Abufes, 
as  are  crept  in  among  us  ;  nor  yet  be  able  to  under/land  »  .  ^ 
the  Conditions  and  Cufioms  of  Places,  being  your  felf  fo 
far  dijlant,  unlefs  your  Holinefs  be  of  others  duiy  informed 
and  inflrucled :  We  there/ore  having  full  and  perfeel  No- 
tice and  Intelligence  of  all  the  Errors  and  Abufes  of  the 
faid  Places  within  the  faid  Realm,  have  thought  fit  to 
ftgnify  the  fame  unto  your  Holinefs,  namely,  That  divers 
Refervations,  Proyifions,  and  Collat  'om  by  your  Apofiolick 
Pxedeceffors  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  by  you  alfo  in 
your  Time,  moft  Holy  Father,  have  been  granted,  and 
now  more  illegally  than  heretofore,  unto  divers  Perfons,  as 
well  Strangers  and  of  other  Nations,  as  unto  feme  who 
are  our  profeffed  Enemies,  and  who  have  little  or  no  TJn- 
derflanding  at  all  of  our  Language,  and  of  the  Conditions 
and  Cufioms  of  tbofe  of  whom  they  have  the  Govern- 
ment 
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k.  Edward  ill.  ment  an^  ^urc :  Whereby  a  great  Number  of  Souls  are  in 
Peril,  many  of  the  Parijhioners  in  Danger,  the  Service 
of  God  neglected,  the  Alms  and  Devotion  of  all  Men  di- 
'  minijhed ,  the  Hofpitals  brought  to  Decay,  the  Churches 
•vbith  their  Appurtenances  ruin'd  and  dilapidated ;  Chari- 
ty waxeth  cold,  the  good  and  honef[  Natives  of  our  own 
Country  unadvanced,  the  Charge  and  Cure  of  Souls  un- 
regarded, the  pious  Zeal  of  the  People  -  refirained,  many 
Poor  Scholars  of  our  own  unpref erred,  and  the  Treafure 
of  the  Realm  exported,  againjl  the  Mind  and  Intention 
of  the  Founders* 

All  which  Errors,  Abtifes  and  Slanders,  moft  Holy  Fa- 
ther, We  neither  can  nor  ought  any  longer  to  fuffer  or 
endure  :  Wherefore  we  mojl  humbly  require  your  Holinefs, 
that  the  Slanders,  Abufes  and  Errors,  which  we  have  de~ 
■  dared  unto  you,  may  of  your  own  great  Prudence  be  tho- 

•  roughly  considered  \  and  that  it  may  pleafe  you,  that  fuch 
Refervations,  Provifions- and-  Collations  may  be  utterly  re- 
pealed ;  that  the  fame  from  henceforth  be  no  more  ufed 
among  us ;  and  that  fuch  Order  and  Remedy  be  forth- 
with taken  there  n,  that  the  faid  Benefices,  Edifices,  Of- 

<  fees  and  Rights  with  their  Apurtenances,  may  by  our 
Countrymen  to  the  Honour  of  God  be  fupplied,  occupied  and 
governed  And  that  it  may  further  pleafe  your  Holinefs, 
by  your  Letters  to  fignify  unto  us  without  Delay,  or  fur- 
ther protracting  of  'Time,  what  your  Pleafure  is  touching 
this  lawful  Requejl  and  Demand ;  that  we  may  diligently 
do  our  Duty  herein  for  the  Remedy,  Correction  -  and 
Amendment  of  the  Enormities  above  fpecified.  In  Wit- 
nefs  whereof  unto  thefe  Letters  Patents  We  have  fet  our 
Hands  and  Seals.  Given  in  full  Parliament  a/  Weft- 
minfter  the  iSth  Day  of  May,  An.  Dom.  1343. 

Mr  Barnes  proceeds  and  tells  us  what  Reception  this 
extraordinary  Letter  met  with  from  the  Pope,  which 
was  delivered  to  him  by  Sir  John  Shoreditch,  lent  on 
Purpofe  to  Avignon.  He  gives  us  alfo  the  Anfwer  the 
Holy  Father  return*d  to  King  Edward  about  it ;  as, 
•  alfo/  the  King's  Reply  to  the  Pope  ;  which  laft  that 
Author  calls  *  a  moft  famous  Epiftle,  in  Defence  of 

•  the  Church  of  England,  againft  Papal  Encroach- 

•  ments  j  which  was  of  fuch  Force,  adds  be,  that  nei- 

•  ther 
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*  ther  the  Pope  nor  his  Cardinals,  could  tell  how  to  k.  Edward"  ut, 
c  anfwer,  and  they  were  obliged  to  comply  with  the 

«  Terms  of  it  for  that  Time  (b).* 

The  next  Year  the  Truce  having  been  broke  by 
King  Pbilipt  by  the  barbarous  Execution  of  fome  Noble- 
men, Edward's  Allies,  he  again  refolved  to  renew  the 
"War  with  the  utmoft  Vigour  againit  France.    To  tn- 
able  him  the  better  to  carry  it  on,  the  King  calls  a 
Parliament  to  meet  at  Weftminjler,  June  7,  13+4  ;  Anno  Regni  iS\ 
the  next  Day  after  their  Meeting,  on  Monday,  the  '344- 
Names  of  the  Lords  were  read  over  and  examined  be-  .  w  .  .  „ 
fore  the  King  in  Parliament,  to  fee  who  appeared  and  '  dtaunftw* 
who  failed,  and  the  Names  of  fuch  as  did  not  come 
were  given  to  the  King  in  Writing. 

On  Tburfday 'after,  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  full  Par-  ASu  l 
liament,  the  King  and  the  young  Prince  of  WaUs  being  edfor^efrenclt 
prefent,  declared  the  Caufe  of  this  Summons  to  be,  War* 

*  concerning  the  late  Truce  with  France,  and  the 

*  Breach  of  it  by  the  French  King,  of  which  he  gave 

*  feven  particular  Tnftances.  He  defired  the  three  E- 
4  fates  of  the  Realm  to  confider  of  thofe  Things,  and 
4  that  they  would  give  him  fuch  Advice  and  Affiftance 
4  as  was  neceflary  for  the  faving  of  his  and  their  own 
4  Rights  and  Honours.' 

Vol.  I.  Y  The 

(b)  The  Pope's  Provifions  were  thus  made :  When  any  Bi/hoprick* 
Abby,  or  good  Benefice  was  likely  to  be  void,  the  Pope  having  Notice 
of  it  by  fome  of  his  Agents  here,  would  by  an  A&  of  Provifion  pre- 
diipofe  of  filch  Places  to  fuch  Foreigners  as  he  pleafed,  whereby  Patrons 
were  defeated  of  their  Presentations,  and  Englijbmen  of  their  Prefer- 
ments, unlefs  they  would  buy  off  the  Provifions. 

Rennet* t  Hift.  of  England,  P.  %io.  Note  (*). 

Another  Clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England  writes,  '  That  the  En- 

<  croachments  of  the  Court  of  Rome,  with  Reference  to  Provifions,  were 

*  now  grown  to  a  fcandalous  Exce  fs.  For  at  almoft  every  Vacancy  the  Pope 

<  pretended  to  fill  the  See  upon  the  Score  of  Reservations.   Thns  the 

<  Right  of  Elections  was  overborn,  and  Bi<hoprieks  often  bellowed  upon 

<  ignorant  and  unqualified  Perfons.    The  former  Popes  managed  this 

<  licence  with  fome  Temper,  and  Were  injurious,  as  one  may  fay,  with- 
t  in  a  Role.  But  at  laft  that  Court  grew  altogether  arbitrary  and  ab- 
4  folate,  and  overuled  every  Thing  as  they  thought  fit  j  fo  that  had 

<  they  not  received  a  Check  from  the  State,  they  would  perfectly  have 
t  mattered  the  Englijh* 'Hierarchy,  and  had  all  the  Bifhopricks  at  their" 
t  Difpo&l.*  Collier's  Ecclef.  Hift.  Book  VI.  P.  531. 

A  Tranflation  of  the  King's  Letter  to  the  Pope  on  this  Occafion  i>  il, 
the  Asm  Hiftory,  P.  546, 
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The  whole  Aflembly  prayed  that  they  might  hav«  -a 
Time  to  deliberate  of  thefe  Matters  'till  the  Mondays 

next  j  and  upon  another  Petition  I  hey  were  again  re  

fpited  to  the  Widhtfday  following.  On  that  Day  a  fe — 
left  Committee  of  the  whole  Body,  confifting  of  the 
Archbifhop  and  ten  other  Bifhops,  five  Abbots,  two 
Priors,  eight  Earls,  and  fix  Barons,  being  all  named  in 
the  Record,  with  the  Commons  of  the  Realm,  waited 
on  the  King;  in  the  White  Chamber  at  JVeftminjier \  and 
declared  in  his  Prefence,  f  That  having  Regard  to  the 

*  great  Mifthiefs  and  Dangers  that  might  affedt  his 

*  Majefty  and  all  his  Subjects  and  Allies,  if  the  Malice  of 

*  his  Adverfary  was  not  ftop'd  ;  and  confidering  the 

*  heavy  Clnrges  which  the  Lords  and  Commons  of 

'  England  had  been  at,  and  fuffered,  by  Reafon  of  the  , 
'  War  continuing  fo  long,  by  falfe  Truces  of  Suffe- 

*  ranees ;  and  feeing  that  an  End  of  the  War,  or  an 
4  honourable  Peace,  was  not  to  be  obtained  without 

*  great  Power  and  Force,  they  therefore  pray  the  King, 

*  with  one  Accord,  and  every  particular  Peer  by  him- 

*  felf,  that  he  would  make  a  fpeedy  End  of  this  War, 

*  either  by  Battle,  or  a  proper  Peace,  if  fuch  might  be 

*  had.  And  that  when  the  King  fhould  be  ready  to . 
'  "crofs  the  Seas,  to  take  what  God  fhould  allot  him, . 

*  upon  the  Iflue  of  this  Affair,  he  mould  not  for  the 

*  Letters  or  Command  of  the  Pope,  or  any  other,  lay 

*  afide  his  Voyage,  until  he  had  made  an  End  one  Way 

*  or  another.'   To  all  which  Prayer  the  King  readily 
alien  ted. 

But  the  Parliament  rightly  judging  that  this  Affair 
couM  not  be  brought  about  without  a  large  and  rufHci- 
ent  Aid,  the  whole  Body  of  the  Clergy,  for  the  Pro- 
vince of  Canterbury \  by  their  Prelates  and  Prodi ors, 
taxed  ihemfelves  in  a  triennial  Tenth.  The  Commons 
granted  the  King,  for  the  fame  Caufe,  two  Fifteenths, 
of  the  Commonalty  of  the  Land,  and  two  Tenths  of 
the  Cities  and  Burroughs  Soon  after  the  Commons 
gave  another  Fifteenth.  The  Lav-Lordb  granted  to  pafs 
over  Seas,  and  adventure  them  lei  ves  whb  the  King, 
and  are  therefore  not  found  upon  the  Roll  as  taxed  (r). 

Mr 

{i)  Brady  and  Tyrrei.    Ret.  Pari.  i%.  Ed.  III.  N.  5.  to  10, 

See  the  Statutes  at  Large,  An,  Reg,  X%.  Ed.  Ill  1344, 
la  Coirfderation  of  the  Aid  granted  by  the  Ckrgjr  this  Time,  the 

Liberties 


e  com 


The  King  $o« 
into  Frajicc* 


Anno  Rrgni : 
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Mr  Barnes  has  given  feveral  other  Adts  done  in  this  k.  Edward  m. 
Seffion  j  but,  as  they  are  chiefly  on  fome  ecclefa- 
ftical  or  private  Affairs,  we  refer  to  that  Author  for 
the  Particulars  (t). 

It  was  near  two  Years,  from  the  Date  of  the  laft 
Meeting,  before  we  find  another  Parliament,  all  which 
Time  was  taken  up  by  Battles,  Sieges,  and  other  mar- 
tial Exploits,  perform 'd  by  this  warlike  King,  in  Per- 
fon,  or  his  Generals,  during  the  Courfe  of  thefe  French 
Wars,  with  various  Succefs.  In  the  Spring  of  the  Year, 
13+6,  King  Edward  being  informed  that  the  Duke  of 
Normandy  (I)  had  invaded  GuiennB*  and  driven  the  Earl 
of  Laneafier,  his  Lieutenant  in  thofe  Parts,  to  great 
Diftrefs ;  he  refolved  to  go  over  in  Perfon  to  relieve 
him,  and  fave  his  Territories  on  that  Side  from  utter 
Ruin.  But  before  he  embarked  the  King  thought  ne- 
ceflary  to  fettle  and  reform  what  was  anrfs  in  his  own 
Kingdom.  To  that  End  he  called,  fays  Barnes,  his 
High  Court  of  Parliament,  tho'  Tyrrel,  becaufe  he  can- 
not find  the  Commons  here,  calls  it  only  a  great  Coun-  134g, 
cil  of  the  Bimops  and  Peers,  to  meet  at  Wtjiminftir 
in  the  L  ent  Sea  Ion  this  Year.  It  was  here  however,  At  Wefcniniier. 
that  the  King  by  their  Advice  thought  fit  to  raXe  into 
his  own  Hands  all  the  Profits,  Revenues  and  Emolu- 
ments, which  the  Cardinals  of  the  French  Faction  and 
other  foreign  Clergymen  held  within  the  Realm.  For 
neither  he  nor  his  Lords  thought  it  reasonable  that  thofe 
who  favoured  the  Pope,  a  Frenchman  by  Birth,  and  the 
French  King,  fhould  enjoy  any  fuch  Promotions  or  Ad- 
vantage in  his  Kingdom.  Here,  al fo,  it  was  ordained, 
*  That  all  the  King's  Ju  dices,  throughout  his  Domi- 
Y  2  *  nions, 

Liberties  of  the  Church  were  further  explained  and  confirmed  hy  an  Aft 
of  Parliament.  See  Cotter's  Ecclcf.  Hifl.  H.  548. 

(k)  Fage  304.  Kxyghton  remarks  that  Gold  Coin  was  flrft  (truck  and 
made  corrent  at  this  Time,  his  Words  are,  Eodem  'tempore  Nobik»  O- 
bolm,  et  Ferthing,  de  Aura  ceepervnt  far  ere  in  Regno  $  nude  in  tadem 
Partiamento  ordntatum  efi  quod  nullus  de  Communibut  artaretur  capere  de 
nova  Monet  a  Auri  quod  Rex  ordinavcrat  de  ticrvo  tranfire  per  Medium^ 
et  in  qtiacunqut  Solutione,  citra  Sotutionen  et  SumtPfftti  XX,  S.  Et  quod  t 
Monera  Auri  et  Argent  i  jiat  cmfimili  Modo  et  Forma  et  Ponder*  apud 
E  bora  cum  et  alias  Uwtates  ubi  j  'ol  t  fieri ',  jicttl  ad  Turrim  Londinenlem  J 
ct  quod  Efcambiom  Manet*  ejj'et  in  Magnit  Civitatibus  et  VitUt* 

Kjjyghton,  Col.  2584* 

(I)  John  Duk«  of  tfermandfr  Son  and  Heir  to  Philip  Kinj  of  Franc* 


/ 
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K.  Idward  III,  c  nions,  mould  renounce  and  utterly  forbear  taking  any 


*  Penfions,  Fees,  or  any  Sort  of  Gratuities,  which  be- 
1  fore  they  ufed  to  receive,  as  well  from .  Lords  Tem- 

*  poral  and  Spiritural  as  others,  that  fo  their  Hands  be- 

*  ing  free  from  Corruption,  Juftice  might  be  more 

*  impartially  and  uprightly  adminiftred.'  Thus  did  this 
worthy  Monarch,  to  deferve  a  Bleffing  upon  his  Caufe 
abroad,  take  Care  that  his  Subjects  might  have  juft 
Judgments  in  his  Courts  at  Home.  The  Form  of  the 
Oath,  for  all  the  King's  Judges  or  Juftices  to  take, 
was  drawn  up  at  this  Time ;  and  for  the  Rarity  of  it 
Jojbua  Barnes  has  given  a  Tranilation  of  it  in  his 
Work(«). 

Some  Complaints  having  been  made  to  theJECing  and 
Parliament  againft  the  Purveyors  of  Victuals  for  his 
.  Houfliold,  who,  under  Colour  of  their  Commiffions, 
had  abufecT  the  fame,  taking  up  without  ready  Money 
all  Manner  of  Provifions,  or  ever  paying  for  them  ;  he 
caufed  a  ftrict  Enquiry  to  be  made  of  this  Matter,  and 
fome  of  the  moft  notorious  Offenders  were  hang'd, 
others  condemned  to  pay  great  Fines,  whereby  that 
Grievance  was  redrefled,  and  the  reft  of  the  King's 
Officers  were  made,  at  leaft,  more  wary,  if  not  more 
honeft,"  for  the  future  (n). 

Having  provided  thus  for  the  Settlement  of  Juftice 
during  his  Abfence,  and  left  the  Regency  to  his  fecond 


And  appoints  hit  Son  Prince  Lionel,  appointing  the  Archbiihop  of  Can- 
fccon json,  Lio-  tirbury  and  others  of  his  Council  to  affift  him,  he  took 
m,  egent.    £cave  of  .his  Queen,  and,  accompanied  with  his  Son 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  together  with  moft  of  the  chief 
Earls  and  Barons  of  England,  befides  many  Knights  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  beft  Quality,  who  were  bound  by 


their  Tenures  to  attend  him,  went  to  Southampton ; 
where  muttering  up  all  his  Officers,  he  made  a  fhort 
Speech  to  them,  which  was  afterwards  communicated 
to  the  whole  Army,  to  this  Purport,  *  He  fet  forth 

*  his  Title  to  the  Crown  of  France,  and  the  Juftice  of 

*  bis  Arms,  denring  them  upon  their  Landing  to  be- 

*  .«bave  themfelves  like  Men  ;  and  that  fince  he  refolved 

*  to  fend  back  his  Fleet  as  foon  as  he  arrived  in  France, 


*  if 
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1  if  any  Man's  Heart  failed  him,  he  might  ftay  in  Eng-  k.  Edward  lir«* 
1  land.'    To  which  they  all  anfwered  with  one  Con- 
sent, f  That  they  were  all  ready  to  follow  him,  even 
"*  to  Death  it  felf." 

This  Digreflion  we  hope  may  be  pardonable,  lince  it 
3s  all  we  mall  fay  of  this  great  King  and  his  warlike 
ZExpediiion,  which  takes  up  many  Folio  Pages  in  the 
□arger  Hiftories  of  thefe  Times.'  But  in  his  Abfence, 
liowever,  the  young  Regent  and  his  C:unci!,  furnifli 
^35  with  new  Matter  both  for  Connection  and  Purfuit  Anno  Regni  **• 
of  our  own.   A  Parliament  was  called  to  meet  at  Wtfi-  1347. 
minjltr  on  the  third  Day  of  the  New  Year,  1317  ;  as  At  Wcftmin 
if  it  was  the  bell  Aufpice,  fays  Jojbua,  not  only  to  end 
the  Old  Year  but  begin  the  New  by  wholibme  Advice 
and  Counfel  (0). 

The  Parliament  was  opened  with  the  ufual  Forma- 
lities at  that  Time,  as  a  Proclamation  againft  wearing 
of  Armour  and  ufing  of  Games  in  and  about  Weftmin- 
Her  during  the  Seflion  ;  a  Time  was  appointed  for  all 
iuch  as  had  any  Petitions  to  exhibit ;  the  Receivers 
alfo,  and  Tryers  were  conftituted  to  conJider  the 
Contents  of  them,  referring  to  England*  Ireland,  Wales, 
Scotland,  Gafioignv,  and  other  Foreign  Countries  and 
Iflands.  Sir  Thomas  Drayton  was  appointed  Clerk  to 
this  Parliament ;  but,  becaufe  feveral  of  the  Lords  and 
Commons  were  not  yet  come  up  they  adjourned  to  the 
Day  following.  At  which  Time  the  Houfe  being  fur- 
ther informed  that  Sir  Bartholemew  Burgbtrjh,  Sir  John 
Darcyy  Lord  Chamberlain,  Mr  John  Thorejby  and  Mr 
John  Charkton,  were  arrived,  as  Mellengers  from  the 
King  then  lying  before  Calais,  and  fince  they  could 
not  be  ready  to  make  their  Appearance  before  the  Wed- 
nefday  next,  the  Houfe  adjourned  again  to  that  Day  (p). 

The  Day  being  come,  a  Declaration  was  made  in 
open  Parliament,  that  the  Reafons  of  their  prefent  Meet- 
ing, 

(0 )  Mr  Tyrrcl  mikes  the  Date  of  the  Writs  to  be  July  30,  t  J4.6, 
a»d  tht  Parliament  to  meet  September  nth,  which  muft  he  a  Miftake  j 
Brady  and  Barnes  both  fix  it  at  the  Time  we  have  placed  it. 

(f)  The  King' 5  Letters  Patents  for  appointing  thefe  Commtflioners 
is  rtjted  Juxta  Calfjiuirt  ofldvo  Die  Septembrh.  Burgtrjb  and  Darcy 
vert  his  two  Chamberlains ,  Tborcjby  was  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal, 
«nd  afterwirds  Archbifiiop  of  Terk*      fW,  Ang.  Tom.  V,  P.  516. 
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Mefrengerj  fcnt 
to  the'  Parlia- 
ment, to  ao 
efUalnt  them  with 
the  King's  Suc- 
cefs  in  France. 


e,  *  Becaufe  the  King,  lince  his  pafiing  ths 
Sea,  and  his  Attempts  in  France*  was  now  uncertain  of 
■  his  Condition  ;  and  that  according  to  the  I  flue  or  Exi- 

*  gence  of  Affairs  abroad,  Matters  might  be  concerted 

*  at  Home,  for  the  Safety  of  his  Majefty  and  the  Com- 
'  mon  Peace  and  Wealth  of  his  Kingdom  j  which  Iaft 

*  was  vifibly  damnified  by  the  Sufferance  of  falie  Mo- 
c  ney  to  go  current  in  it.' 

Then  was  produced  ihe  King's  Letters  Patents,  as 
Credentials,  in  which  the  aforefaid  Declaration  was, 
verbatim*  exprefled,  dated  at  the  Siege  of  Calais  j  which 
being  read  in  open  Parliament,  Sir  Barthokmew  Burg- 
ber/b*  for,  and  in  the  Name  of  himfelf  and  the  reft  oF 
his  Colleagues,  in  the  Pretence  of  the  Regent  and  the 
three  Eftates  of  the  Kingdom,  declared  the  good  Succefs 
of  the  King  fince  his  Arrival  at  La  Hague  in  Normandy* 
as  in  furprifing  and  taking  many  Towns  and  Caftles  of 
War,  as  well  at  Caeny  as  el  few  here,  and  alto  of  the 
great  Victory  obtain'd  at  Crejy,  where  the  whole  Pow- 
er of  Trance  was  ^ifcomfited  ;  and  how  the  King  was 
now  come  before  Calais*  from  whence  he  intended  not 
to  depart,  till,  by  the  Help  of  God,  he  had  won  the 
fame  ;  after  which  he  intended  to  purfue  the  finemy 
without  Return,  till  the  War  mould  be  fully  ended. 
This  done,  he  produced  the  Copy  of  an  Order,  made 
by  the  King  of  France*  in  Reference  to  his  Son  ibe 
Duke  of  Normandy*  and  others,  Nobles  of  that  Coun- 
try ;  which  was  particularly  recited,  being  called  the 
Ordinance  of  Normandy*  and  was  to  this  Effecl  j  '  That 

*  the  Duke  of  Normandy  fhould  pafs  as  Chief,  with  o- 
c  ther  Nobles  of  that  Province,  into  England*  with 
«  forty  Thoufand  Men  of  Arms,  Knights,  Eiquires, 

*  and  Perfons  of  good  Eft  ate,  and  forty  Thoufan 
e  Footmen,  Methods  being  there  prefcribed  for  keeping 

*  the  Sea  ;  and  an  Order  alfo  added,  that  the  faid  Duke 

*  fhould  remain  in  England  with  the  faid  Forces,  for 
c  the  Space  of  ten  Weeks.  And  in  Cafe  the  Realm  of 
e  England  mould  in  this  Expedition  be  conquered,  that 
<  then  theConqueft  mould  folely  be  to  the  Name,  Ho- 

*  nour,  and  Advantage  of  the  faid  Duke,  and  all  what- 
'  foever  the  King  of  England  at  that  Time  had  there, 

*  mould  remain  entirely  to  the  faid  Duke,  and  the 

*  JCnighcs 
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c  Knights  and  Lords  with  him.   That  all  that  which  k.  Edward  lir> 

*  belonged  to  the  Nobles,  and  fecular  Per  Cons  of  Eng- 
6  land)  fhould  be  beftowed  on  the  Churches,  and  fa- 
c  mous  Towns  in  Normandy,  only  of  the  Revenues  of 
'  the  Church  of  England,  the  French  King  (hall  receive 
'  yearly  20,000  /.  Sterling,  faving  the  R;ghts  of  his 

*  Holinete,    And  that  hereupon  Surrender  be  made  un~ 

*  to  the  Scats,  of  whatfoever  hath  at  any  Time  been 

*  taken  from  them,  and  annexed  uhto  the  Crown  of 

*  England. 

This  being  read,  the  faid  Meflengers,  by  the  Mouth 
°f  Sir  Barthhmew  Bargherjh,  required  to  know,  what 
Aid  they  thought  fit  to  grant  to  the  King,  toward  the 
furtherance  of  his  Enterpriies,  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Realm  :  In  Anfwer  to  which  the  Commons,  having  A  Subfidy grant* 
^efired  Refpite  for  their  Anfwer,  till  the  Thar/day  next  ed  for  the  War, 
er*luing,  declared  on  the  faid  Thurfday^  by  a  Schedule 
at  large,  the  fundry,  particular,  former  Aids,  the  Im- 
Pofition  of  40  s.  Cuitom  of  Wool,  extorted  of  them 
againft  Law,  befides  the  arraying  of  Men,  and  common 
*aking  of  Purveyors :  Not  with  ftanding  which;,  they 
**"eely  granted  the  King  two  Fifteenths  in  two  Years,  fo 
as  that,  if  within  two  Years  the  Wars  fhould  ceafe, 
t«er  the  latter  Fifteenth  to  ceafe  alfo. 

After  this  follow  the  Petitions  of  the  Commons  with  And  Petlllons 
J/^eir  Anfwers,  made  by  Prince  Lienel,  by  Commiffion  prefrntcd  to  the 
y^m  the  King,  in  the  King's  Name  in  Manner  fol- Prince  Rt£cm- 
J°Wmg,  viz. 

Petition.  That  all  Afbs  of  Parliament,  not  repealed, 


^y  be  fully  and  entirely  obferved  ;  lo  as  there  pafs 


,  *"°*"th  no  Commiflions  of  Array. 

Anfwer.  The  firft  Point  the  King  grants ;  of  the  re  It 
he  will  be  advifed. 

Petition.  That  fuch,  as  were  fined  for  not  arraying 
QF  Men,  may  be  discharged. 

Anfwer.  The  King  will  take  Advice. 
Petition.  That  all  within  fix  Miles  of  the  Sea  may 
°ave  a  Supersedeas  for  arraying  of  Men. 

Anftver.  Only  fuch,  as  keep  the  Sea-Coafts  fhall 
*^ave  a  Superfedeaf,  It  is  ena&ed,  that  the  Coinage  in 
aU  Places  fhall  be  open,  as  heretofore  ;  Item*  that  thofe 
^Vho  import  faKe  Monsy  into  the  Realm,  fhall  forfeit 

Lf!e 
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iC.  tfcmdjir.  Life  and  Limb,  and  that  the  Juftice  of  Affize,  and  of 
the  Peace,  mall  enquire  thereafter. 

Petition,  That  the  King's  Receivers  may  receive  as 
well  Gold,  as  Silver,  and  that  the  Changers  thereof  be 
not  without  Parliament. 

Anfwer,  The  firft  is  granted ;  the  other  refpited. 

Pttition.  That  the  Forty  Shillings  Subfidy  of  every 
Sack  of  Wool  may  ceafe. 

Anfwer.  The  King's  Mind  muft  be  known  firft. 

Petition.-  That  Payment  may  be  made  for  the  laft 
taking  up  of  Victuals. 

Anfwer.  Order  (hall  be  taken  for  that. 

Petition.  That  the  Chief  of  every  County  may  be 
Juftices  of  Peace,  and  that  they  may  determine  all  Fe- 
lonies. 

Anjwer,  The  firft  is  granted:  For  the  fecond  the 
King  will  appoint  Juftices  learned  in  the  Laws. 

Petition.  That  the  keeping  of  the  Sea  be  at  the  King's 
Charge  thenceforward. 

Anfwer,  The  Sea  mail  be  kept,  as  it  hath  been  here- 
tofore. 

Petition.  That  Sheriffs  in  every  County  may  have 
fufficient  in  their  Counties  ;  and  that  none  of  tbofe 
Offices  be  granted  for  Life,  or  in  Fee  :  Item^  That  Pur- 
veyors, who  have  not  the  Conftables  with  them,  ac- 
cording to  the  Statute  of  Wefiminfier^  may  be  look'd 
on  as  Thieves  ;  and  that  Juftices  of  Affize,  and  of  the 
Peace,  may  enquire  of  the  fame. 

Anfwer.  The  Statute  made  mail  be  obferved. 

Petition.  That  the  Fifteenths  in  Towns,  and  ancient 
Demefnes  be  levied,  as  in  the  Bodies  of  Counties,  with- 
out Encreafe. 

Anfwer.  They  {hall  be  levied  after  the  accuftomed 
Manner. 

Petition.  That  all  Juftices  of  the  Inqueft  may  be 
fworn,  as  Juftices  of  the  Bench  ;  and  mat  the  Chief 
of  them  may  have  Power  to  fwear  the  reft. 

Anfwer .  Such  Juftices  mail  be  fworn,  as  ought  to 
be  $  fo  at  they  take  nothing,  but  Meat  and  Drink,  and 
that  of  fmall  Value :  And  the  Chief  mail  be  impowered 
to  fwear  the  reft. 

Petition.  TJiat  the  Fifteenths  beyond  the  Trent  be 
cmploy'd  only  for  Defence  of  the  North, 

Anjwer* 
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Anfwer.  The  King  will  provide  for  Defence  of  thofe  k, 
Tarts. 

Petition.  That  Strangers,  Enemies  of  the  Realm, 
who  remain  now  in  Newgate,  may  be  adjudged,  during 
the  Parliament. 

Anfwer.  They  mall  remain  there,  till  further  Order. 

Petition*  That  no  Charter  of  Pardon  be  granted, 
£nce  the  King's  laft  Expedition. 

Anfwer.  Advice  mall  be  taken.  It  is  enafted,  that 
Lombards,  and  other  Merchants  fliall  receive  Gold  for 
their  Ware,  without  any  Compact  on  Pain  of  Fine 
and  Imprifonment. 

Petition.  That  all  Alien  Monks  do  avoid  the  Realm 
by  Michaelmas,  and  that  their  Livings  be  difpofed  of  to 
young  Englijb  Scholars  :  And  that  fuch  Aliens,  Ene- 
mies, as  are  advanced  to  Livings  (they  being  in  their 
own  Countries,  but  Shoemakers,  Taylors^  or  Chamber* 
lams  of  Cardinals,)  may  depart  the  Realm  before  AH- 
chaelmaSy  and  their  Livings  be  bellowed  on  poor  Eng- 
Hjh  Scholars. 

Anfwer.  To  thefe  two  Petitions,  this  One  Anfwer 
xvas  given  :  That  the  Perfons  being  Spiritual  were  not 
t.o  be  tryed  by  Parliament ;  and  that  their  Livings  be- 
ing in  the  King's  Hands,  were  not  without  him  to  be 
difpofed  of. 

Petition.  That  the  King  may  take  the  Profits  of  all 
other  Strangers  Livings,  as  Cardinals,  and  others,  du- 
ring their  Lives. 

Anfwer.  The  King  doth  take  their  Profits,  and  the 
Council  have  lent  their  Petition  to  his  Majelty. 

Petition.  That  no  Payment  be  made  to  any  Cardi- 
nals, living  in  France^  to  treat  either  of  War  or  Peace. 

Anfwer.  This  is  granted,  as  reafonable. 

Petition.  That  Foreign  Provifors,  or  Aliens  buying 
Provifions,  do  quit  the  Realm  by  Michaelmas,  on  Peril 
of  being  Outlawed, 

Anfwer*  The  Statute  heretofore  made  mall  be  ob- 
Jerved  ;  and  the  King  (hall  %nify  the  fame  to  the  Pope. 

Petition.  That  the  annual  Advancement  of  2000 
Marks,  granted  out  of  the  Province  of  Canterbury^ 
may  be  reftrained,  and  that  thofe,  who  file  for  Reco- 
ver/ thereof,  may  be  Outlawed. 

Anfwer, 
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K.  Ethvard  tih  Anfwer.  The  Lords  think  the  fame  reafonabfe ;  antf 
it  is  further  commanded,  that  no  fuch  be  from  hence- 
forth received. 

It  is  enacled,  that  whofoever  mail  bring  into  the 
Realm  any  Aliens,  the  Veflel  wherein  they  are  brought 
fliall  be  forfeited  to  the  King,  and  the  Body  of  -the 
'Bringer  iball  lye  at  the  King?s  Difcretion. 

It  is  enatted,  that  during  the  Wars  no  Perfon  do  fend 
or  tranfport  any  Money  to  the  Pope,  or  to  any  Bifhop, 
or  other  Alien  whatfoever,  for  any  Duty  whatfoever. 

Petition.  That  no  Englijhman  do  farm  any  Thing 
of  any  Alien  Religious,  nor  buy  any  of  their  Goods, 
nor  be  of  their  Counfel,  on  Pain  of  perpetual  Impri- 
sonment. 

Anfwer,  This  is  againft  the  King's  Profit,  who  reaps 
Benefit  by  fuch  Farmers. 

•  Petition,  That  all  Friars,  Aliens,  fhould  depart  the 
Realm,  never  to  return  hither  again. 

Anfiver.  Qrder  {hall  be  taken  with  every  General  of 
all  the  Hoofes  of  Friars,  fo  to  look  to  all  Friars,  Ali- 
ens,-under  their  feveral  Charges,  as  that  they  (hall  not  be 
able  to  difclofe  the  Secrets  of  the  Realm. 

Petition,  That  the  annual  Penfion  of  feven  Shilling} 
which  Sir  Raimond  Peligrue  received  of  every  Religious 
.   Houfe  within  the  Realm,  may  henceforward  ceafe. 

Anfwer,  The  faid  Sir  Raimond  is  the  King's  Liege- 
man, bom  in  Gafcoigne,  and  fwom  ot  the  King's 
Council,  by  whofe  Command  he  receiveth  the  fame. 

Petition.  That  the  annual  Penfion  of  2000  Pounds, 
paid  to  the  Abbot  of  Clugny,  may  ceafe  Tor  ever. 

Anfiver.  The  fame  is  paid  there. 

Petition.  That  the  Statute  made,  that  the  King 
Ihould  prefent  unto  any  Church  of  his  Gift,  falling 
void,  at  any  Time  with:n  three  Years  ;  fo  as  if  the 
Parfon  had  continued  therein  for  three  Years,  that  he 
Ihould  not  be  turned  out,  may  ftand. 

Anfwer:  The  King  will  be  advifed. 

It  is  enacted,  that  no  Perfon  bring  into  the  Realm 
to  any  Biftiop,  or  other,  any  Bull,  or  other  Letters 
from  the  Court  of  Rome,  or  from  any  Alien  ;  unlefs 
he  firft  {hew  the  fame  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  or  to 
the  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  on'Lofs  of  all  that 
fie  ha*.  It 
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■  It  is  enacted,  that  all  Religious  Perfons,  for  Lands  K,  Bdw»H  Hfi 
purchafed  fince  the  twentieth  of  Edward  the  Third, 
and  paying  no  Demefne  therefore  amongft  the  Clergy, 
(hall  pay  Fifteenths. 

After  this,  Mr  John  Charleton,  one  of  the  Meflen- 
gers  aforefaid,  produced  Letters  from  the  Bifliop  of  ' 
Durham,  from  th€  Earls  of  Northampton,  Arundele, 
Warwick,  Oxford,^  Suffolk,  and  from  Sir  HughUDe- 
fotnfer,  Lord  of  Glamorgan,  directed  to  the  whole  Par- 
liament, purporting,  that  whereas  the  King  at  his  Ar- 
rival at  La  Hogue  St  Vaft  in  Normandy,  had  knighted 
his  eldeft  Son,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  whtfreby  he  ought 
to. have  an  Aid  of  the  Realm,  viz.  Forty  Shillings  of 
every  Knight's  Fee,  they  would  now  confider  thereof : 
Hereupon  the  Parliament  agreed  thereto  immediately, 
and  took  Order  for  the  fpeedy  levying  the  fame  (r). 

It  was  alfo  order'd  in  full  Parliament,  at  the  Requeft 
of  the  Commons,  that  the  Benefices  of  all  Aliens  be 
feized  into  the  King's  Hands,  and  he  to  take  the  Profit 
of  the  fame ;  and  that  in  order  thereto,  all  Bifhops 
fhould  before  the  next  Convocation,  certify  into  the 
Chancery  the  Names  of  all  Aliens,  their  Benefices,  and*the 
Value  thereof :  Alfo,  that  no  Alien  do  fend  Letters  out 
of  the  Realm,  that  fhall  not  be  firft  perufed  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  or  the  Warden  of  the  Cinque-Ports,  on 
Pain  of  lofing  all  he  hath. 

This  was  the  Subftance  of  this  Parliament's  Proceed- 
ings. We  are  perfuaded  it  will  not  be  thought  tedi- 
ous, fince  the  Form  of  it  will  evidently  fhew  what 
Senfe  the  People  of  England  had  at  that  Time  of  the 
King's  great  Conquefts  and  Victories  in  France.  This 
Parliament  having  fat,  only,  ten  or  eleven  Days,  was 
diflblved  ;  which  is  another  Inftance  to  fhew  that,  when 
Men  are  fo  minded,  a  great  deal  of  Bufinefs  may  be 
done  in  a  fhort  Time. 

The  learned  Mr  Barnes  opens  the  feventh  Chapter 
of  his  fecond  Book,  in  fo  pompous  a  Manner,  that  we 
cannot  forbear  transcribing  of  it.    The  King  had  now 

taken 

(r)  The  Letter  which  Barnes  mentions  to  come  from  the  Lords  about 
the  King  at  Calais,  to  defire  the  Parliament  to  grant  him  the  Aid  for 
{he  Knighthood  of  his  eldeft  Son,  is  in  Rymer,  P.  527. 
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K..  Edward  in.  taken  the  important  Town  of  Calais,  had  confented 
to  a  Truce  with  France  and  returned  to  England,  when, 
fays  he, 

*  Now  doth  King  Edward  the  Third  ftand  in  the 

tSSs  re"  '  fuJl  Zenitn  DOtn  of  nis  Age  and  Glo«cs ;  he  had  but 
urns'  *  juft  paft  the  thirty-fifth  Year  of  his  Life,  and  yet 

*  was  crowned  at  Home,  in  his  Family,  with  a  lovely 

*  Row  of  hopeful  Children,  a  virtuous  and  beautiful 
c  Confort,  and  in  his  Kingdoms  with  Peace  and  fall 

*  Profperity.   Abroad,  he  was  renowned  above  all  the 

*  Kings  of  the  Earth,  for  his  notable  Victories  by  Sea 
«  and  Land,  in  Scotland,  France,  and  Bretagne;  for 
<  fet  Battles,  for  taking  of  Towns,  for  Kings  flam, 
4  Kings  routed  and  Kings  taken  captive  ;  nor  was  his 

*  Moderation  lefs  admired  which  he  fhewed  in  refufing 
c  the  Title  and  Dignity  of  an  Emperor.    This,  in  my 

*  Opinion,  adds  our  Author,  is  the  brighteft  Part  of  all 
«  his  Reign,  tho'  yet  another  King  remains  to  be  Cap- 
«  tive  by  his  Arms,  and  another  King  is  deftined  to  re- 

*  cover  an  ufurped  Crown  by  the  Aid  of  his  Sword  and 
*'  Fortune.' 

In  the  next  Paragraph,  Jo/hua  goes  on  and  moralifes 
much  on  the  unhappy  Confequences  that  follow  Con- 
quefts  ;  by  which  fuch  a  Superfluity  of  Riches  and  Va- 
nities were  brought  into  England,  that  from  this  Period 
of  Time  he  dates  the  Beginning  of  Pride  and  Luxury, 
which  were  ill  exchanged  for  the  Native  Simplicity  and 
Candour  of  the  Englijh^  Nation.  To  which,  he 
thinks,  all  the  Mifenes  in  the  fubfequcnt  Civil  Wan, 
down  to  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  may  be 
afcribed. 

Within  five  or  fix  Weeks  after  the' King's  Return  to 
Anno  Regni  aa.  England,  out  of  France,  he  iflited  out  Writs,  dated 
1348.      November  13,  for  a  Parliament  to  meet,  on  the  i+th 
At  Weftminfter.  of  January  following,  at  JVeftminfter  (r).    They  did 
not  fit  on  that  Day,  but  adjourned  for  three  Days,  to 
give  Time  as  before,  for  the  more  diftant  Peers  and 
Commons  to  come  up.   Being  all  afiembled,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Thorp,  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  by  the  King's  Com- 
mand, opened  the  Caufe  of  the  Summons,  in  his  Pre- 
tence j  and  in  full  Parliament  declared  that  it  was  On 

two 

(r)  Parties  takes  no  Notice  of  this  firft  Parliament. 
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two  Accounts.   «  Firft,  concerning  the  War  with  the  k.  Edward  m. 

*  Confent  of  the  'Parliament ;  next,  how  the  Peace 

*  of  the  Nation  might  be  better  kept.* 

The  Lords  and  Commons  debated  eameftly  on  thefe 
Matters  for  fome  Time ;  when  on  the  fourth  Day  the 
Commons  declared,  '  That  they  were  not  able  to  ad- 

*  vife  any  Thing  concerning  the  War,  and  therefore 

*  defired  to  be  excufed  as  to  that  Point ;  and  that  the 

*  King  will  be  advifed  by  his  Nobles  and  Council,  and 

*  what  (hall  be  by  them  determined,  they  would  con- 

*  lent  unto,  confirm,  and  eftablifli.' 

For  the  Second,  they  anfwered,  *  That  whereas  they 
'  were  charged  to  advife  the  King  how  the  Peace  cf 

*  the  Land  might  be  better  kept  3 '  their  Advice  was 
tint  in  every  County  there  mould  be  fix  Perfons,  of 
Whom  two  to  be  the  greateft  Men  in  it,  two  Knightsr 
and  two  Men  of  the  Law,  or  more  or  leis  as  Need 
(hall  be,  and  they  to  have  Power  and  Commiffion  out 
of  the  Chancery,  to  hear  and  determine  Matters  concer- 
ning the  Peace.  And  then  becaufe  they  had  been 
fo  long  in  Parliament  to  their  great  Coft  and  Damage, 
they  might  have  a  fpeedy  Anfwer  to  their  Petitions,  in 
order  to  get  foon  back  to  their  own  Homes  (;). 

It  is  probable  the  King  received  not  the  Satisfaction 
be  defired  from  this  Parliament,  for  within  a  Month 
after  he  called  another  (t)  to  meet  on  the  1 7th  of  March, 
where*  again,  Refpit  was  given  of  a  Day  or  two  for 
all  to  come  up,  and  when  aflembled  the  fame  Sir  Wil- 
liam Thorp  declared  the  Caufe  of  it  to  be,  c  That  the 
'  King  had,  according  to  the  Truce  agreed  to  at  Ca- 

*  lais9  fent  Commiffioners  to  the  Pope,  from  whom  he 

*  had  long  fince  expected  fome  fatisfaclory  Anfwer, 

*  but  as  yet  bad  received  none.  Alfo,  that  fundry  Ar- 
4  tides  of  the  Truce,  touching  both  the  Kings  and  their 

*  Allies,  were  not  duly  performed  5  and  further,  that 

«  the 

ft)  In  a  MS.  Copy  in  French  of  the  Proceedings  of  thii  Parliament, 
late  in  the  Library  of  Thomas  Stater  Bacon,  Efqj  now  in  our  Hands, 
at  a  full  Account  of  the  whole  Tranfe&ions  of  it  j  but  nothing  more 
particular  than  what  Brady  and  Tjrrel  have  extracted  from  the  Original 

(f)  Knygbton  calls  this  only  an  Adjournment,  and  fays  there  wa» 
granted  to  the  King  at  the  latter  Meeting  a  Fifteenth  fox  three  Years, 
90*  ft  Ttntb  for  two  Yean  from  the  Boroughs,  C0I.  2596. 


K.  Edward  III. 


The  Commons 
Reprefcntation 
of  the  State  of 
the  Nation  to 
the  King,  decla- 
ring, they  will 
grant  no  Supplies 
but  on  Condition 
of  their  Grie- 
rancea  being  fe- 
drefs'd. 
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«  the  French  were  preparing  a  puhTant  Army,  whe 
1  with  to  invade  the  Realm.    From  all  which  it  ap — 

*  peared  that.the  Truce  was  but  fickle,  and  that  it  was 

*  neither  fafe  nor  prudent  to  rely  upon  it,  but  rathe tr 
4  to  be  armed  betimes  againft  the  worft  that  mights 

*  happen  ;  that  this  War  which  was  undertaken  by 
'  the  Advice  and  Con  lent  of  Parliament  might  hav& 

*  a  prosperous  Ending,  and  be  carried  on  with" the  leaffc 

*  Charge  to  his  People.  He  added,  that  the  Confer- 
■  varion  of  the  public  Peace  at  Home  was  another  main 

*  Point  for  their  Confidera lions,  and  that  this  muft  be 

*  done  by  wholfome  Laws  duly  and  impartially  admi- 
«  niftred.' 

Debates  arofe  again  amongft  them,  and  continued 
for  fome  Day9;  when,  at  laft,  the  Commons  agreed 
upon  an  humble  Petition,  or  Reprefentation,  to  the 
King  on  the  pretent  State  of  the  Nation,  Which  be- 
ing a  Parliamentary  Proceeding  very  memorable,  muft 
rind  a  Place,  as  tranllated  from  the  French  Original,  in 
thefe  Inquiries. 

*  To  their  moft  honourable  and  moll  redoubted  Liege 
£  Lord,  his  poor  Commons  fhew,  that  at  his  laft  Par- 
Liment  he  fent  the  noble  Earls  of  Lancofler  and  Nor- 
thamptotiy  and  other  Great  Men,  to  tell  them,  that 
he  intended  not  to  take  any  Thing  more  of  them,  or 
tu  chaige  them  farther  ;  which  they  had  publiihed  to 
the  whole  Land,  for  which  they  had  alio  thanked 
him,  according  to  their  Knowledge*  as  much  as  they 
could,  and  prayed  for  him  Night  and  Day  :  And  yet 
at  this  prdent  Parliament,  upon  certain  News  now 
arriv'd,  he  demanded  a  very  great  Charge  of  his  poor 
Commons.  Wherefore  they  defire  hia  Noblenefs  and 
moft  High  Lorolhip  would  be  pleafed  to  underftand 
the  Mifchiefs  and  Burdens  of  the  Commons  ;  that  is 
10  fay,  the  reafonahle  A-d  which  had  been  pardoned 
in  h  s  fourteenth  Year,  that  is,  a  Grant  was  then 
made  it  fhou'd  not  be  paui  all  h:s  Reign  ;  to  wit,  for- 
ty Shillings  upon  every  Knight's  Fee,  to  make  his 
eldeft  Son  Kn  ght ;  whereas  by  Statute  there  was  but 
twenty  ^hillinjjs  due  upon  every  Fee  $  befides  the  Fif- 
teenths of  the  Commons,  and  Tenths  of  Cities  and 
Boroughs  >  Men  at  Arm^Hobelors,  Archers  taking  of 

4  Victual*  - 
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.  *  Visuals  without  paying  for  them  j  guarding  the  Sea  ;,k,  EdwaidHi. 
'  and  alfo  the  Subfidy  of  Wool,  by  reafon  whereof  e» 
*  v-ery  Sack  of  Wool,  that  was  the  Treafure  of  the 
f  JLrand,  was  fold  for  forty  Shillings  lefe  than  its  Value. 

*  -^Vnd  as  it  would  be  a  great  Trouble  to  the  Commons 

*  bear  any  Charge,  that  therefore,  if  the  Aid  now 
c  t«z>  be  granted  might  not  be  turned  into  Wool,  nei- 

*  tzlraer  by  Way  of  Loan  or  Value*  nor  in  any  other, 

*  ^^anner,  nor  levied  too  haftily,  but  in  the  Form  it 
'  'Was  wont  to  be  granted  ;  and  that  the  Eyres  of  Ju- 
"  ft:  ices  in  the  mean  Time  might  ceafe,  as  well  of  the 
'  oreft  as  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  general  Enquiry. 
V  i  in  the  whole  Land.   That  when  this  Aid  mould  hie 

*  1  ^vied,  that  then  for  the  future  no  Subfidy  upon  Wool 
*'  xxiay  be  granted  by  the  Merchants ;  and  that  no  Im- 

*  X^ofition,  Loan,  or  other  Taillage,  or  Charge  what- 
*"  ttoever,  mail  be  put  upon  them  (the  Commons)  by 
*"  "t:*16  Privy  Council,  without  their  Grant  and  Confent 
*'  i  xi  Parliament ;  and  that  two  Prelates,  two  Lords, 

*  ^.nd  two  Juftices  might  be  affigned  to  hear  and  dif- 

*  l^atch  their  Petitions,  which  weTe  not  anfwer'd  in  the 

*  laft  Parliament ;  and  that  their  Petitions  in  this  Par- 
liament might  alfo  be  anfwered  according  to  Reafon, 

'   ^.nd  the  Anfwers  to  remain  in  Force,  without  being 

*  changed  or  altered  (a).  That  the  Juftices  do  inquire  of 

*  *^alfe  Money,  which  ruins  the  People.  That  David 
^iruce,  William  Douglas,  and  other  Chief  Men  of 
Scotland  may  in  no  Manner  be  releas'd,  neither  by 

'    ^.anfom,  nor  upon  their  Faith.   That  the  King  would 

*  ir-eftore  the  twenty  Thoufand  Sacks  of  Wool  taken" 

*  ^Df  the  Commons  by  way  of  Loan.    That  an  Aid  to  ; 
marry  his  Daughter  might  not  be  taken  in  the  mean 

4    Time  ;  and  that  there  might  be  no  Marjhalfea  in 
'    -England^  except  that  of  the  King,  or  the  Guardian 
of  England^  when  He  was  out  of  the  Kingdom. 
•  Upon  thefe  Conditions,  and  not  otherwife,  as  alio 
c  that  they  may  be  entered  in  the  Parliament-Roll,  as 

*  Matter  of  Record,  by  which  they  might  have  Reme- 
c  dy,  if  any  Thing  mould  be  done  to  the  contrary  in 

*  Time  to  come  ;  the  faid  poor  Commonalty,  to  their 

*  very  great  Mifchief,  grant  to  the  King  three  Fif- 

*  teentbsy  to  be  levied  in  three  Years,  to  begin  at  Afi- 

chaelmas  : 

%v)  See  before*  p.  363,  tt  fejutnu 
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k.  Edward  in.  4  ehaelmas  next  coming,  fo  as  every  Year  one  Fifteenth . 

4  may  be  levied,  and  no  more,  at  two  Terms  in  the 
4  Year,  viz.  St  Michael  and  Eqfler,  by  even  Portions ; 
4  and  that  this  Aid  may  be  afligned  and  referved  only 
4  for  the  War,  and  not  to  pay  Debts  ;  and  if  the  War 
4  fhould  ceafe,  or  a  Truce  be  made,  then  the  Fifteenth 
4  of  the  laft  Year  not  to  be  levied.  That  of  thefe 
4  Conditions,  and  the  Manner  of  this  Grant,  Letters 
c  Patents  mould  be  made,  and  fent  into  all  Counties, 
4  without  paying  any  Thing  for  them,  wherein  mould 
4  be  mentioned  the  great  Neceflity  the  King  was  in. 
4  after  the  laft  Parliament ;  and  in  cafe  the  War  mould 

*  break  out  towards  Scotland,  the  Aid  granted  beyond 
4-  Trent,  fhould  be  employ'd  for  the  Defence  of  thofc 
4  Parts,  as  it  had  been  formerly.' 

Mr  Barnes  has  given  us,  from  the  Record,  the  fur- 
ther Petitions  of  this  Parliament  to  the  King,  with  his 
Anfwers ;  but  as  many  of  them  are  not  very  material, 
we  mall  only  mention  one  of  the  laft.  4  In  this  was 
4  contained  a  long  Complaint  againft  Forejlers,  for  af- 
4  forefting  of  Men's  Purlieus,  for  undue  Tryal,  and 

*  for  Extortions ;  to  which  was  added  a  Requeft,  that 

*  Magna  Charta  may  be  obferved,  and  that  all  Men 
4  may  enjoy  their  Purlieus  according  to  the  Perambu- 

*  lations  in  the  Time  of  King  Edivarf  the  Firft.' 
Anfwer.  <  The  King  wills  that  Magna  Charta  be 

«  kept  inviolable ;  and  thofe  that  will '  complain  in 
4  Right  of  their  Purlieus  may  have  Writs  out  of  Chan- 
«  eery  to  redrefs  them.* 

Mr  Tyrrel  obferves  upon  this  how  fenfible  the  Com- 
mons of  England  have  been  upon  any  Infringement 
of  their  Great  Charters  of  Liberties  and  Fore/is  ;  and 
hov;  ready  the  greateft  and  moft  powerful  of  our  Kings 
-  have  been  to  give  them  all  due  Satisfaction  to  fuch 
Petitions  or  Demands,  in  their  own  Way  (w). 

If 

(to)  P.  555.  In  the  Public  AEtfwt  find  a  Writ  directed  to  the  King 
of  Scott  to  come  to  this  latter  Parliament,  which  for  the  Rarity  of  it, 
deferves  a  Tranfcript, 

Rex,  magnifico  Principi  et  fideli  fuo  Edwardo,  eadari  Gratia,  Regi 
Scotise,  Confanguinco  fuo  carijjimo,  Salutem. 

Styia  fro  magnis  et  arduis  Negotiis,  tarn  Nos  et  Statum  naflri  Angli*, 
fuam  Voi  et  Tfrram  tt  Centm  Scotise  fuittrn  cortcernentibus,  Parliament 

tmm 
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If  we  have  been  too  prolix  in  our  laft  Proceedings,  k,  Edward  ill. 
We  have  now  a  Chafm  of  Time  in  which  we  can  meet 
With  nothing  to  our  Purpofe.  An  univerfal  Plague, 
introduced  by  many  frightful  Prodigies  which  honeft 
Jo/bua  has  given  us,  and  which  at  laft  ravaged  this 
Mand  in  a  dreadful  Manner,  prevented  all  Parliamen- 
tary Meetings  for  full  two  Years  («/).  But, 

The  King,  towards  the  latter  End  of  the  Year  1350, 
having  Occafion  for  the  Advice  of  Parliament,  iflued 
out  his  Writs  of  Summons,  dated  November  25,  for 
one  to  meet  on  the  Feaft  of  St  Hillary  y  or  January  1 3  ; 
following.  On  which  Day  being  met,  it  was  further 
adjourned  to  the  1 5  th  of  February  following ;  that  none 
might  plead  for  Excufe  they  had  not  Time  enough  . 
given  them  to  appear. 

This  Parliament,  according  to  Tyrrets  Extracts  from 
the  Records,  was  held,  by  Commiffion,  the  King  and 
Prince  of  Wales  being  both  abfent. 

Upon  the  Day  appointed  the  King's  Commiffion  Anno  Regni  45, 
was  read,  in  the  Painted  Chamber  at  Wejlminftery  au-  «35*» 
thorifing  Prince  Lionel  to  hold  a  Parliament  during  theAtWdbninflei^ 
King's  Abfence ;  who  it  feems  was  gone  upon  fome 
Progrels,  or  Expedition,  of  which  our  Hiftorians  are 
filent.   But  being  prorogued  for  fome  Days,  in  the 
mean  Time  the  King  returned.    Being  again  affem- 
bled,  Sir  William  de  Sharejbal  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice, 
Vol.  I.  Z  in 

tvm  noftrvm  apud  Weftraonafterium  ad  Diem  Lunse,  proximo*  poft  Dim 
Donanicam  in  medio  SluadrageJJinue  proximo  futunm,  ten  ere,  et  ibidem  am 
Preelatis,  Magnatibus  et  Proctribus  diffi  Regni  noftri  Colloquium  habere 
Vebtmus  et  traBatum. 

Et,  idea  Vobis,  in  Fide  et  Homagio,  quibus  nobis  tenemini,  mandamus 
futd,  omnibus  aliis  preetermijjis,  ad  diSos  Diem  et  Locum  perfonaliter  in- 
terfitisf  ibidem  nobifcum  et  cum  Prarlatit,  Magnatibus  et  ProceribusprardicJis, 
piper  Negotiis  pradi&is,  traelaturi,  vefirumme  Confilium  impenfuri  j  et 
%oc  ficut  Not  et  Honorem  Noftrum  et  Veftrum,  diligitis,  nuUatenus  omittatis, 
Tefte  Rege  apud  Weftmonafterium,  decimo  quarto  Die  Febraarii. 


In  a  Writ  to  the  Bifliop  of  Wincbejier,  Jan.  I,  1349,  a  Parlia- 
ment is  prorogued,  which  was  to  have  met  on  the  Monday  after  the 
Feaft  of  St  Hillary,  to  fifteen  Days  after  Eafter,  fox  this  Reafon,  Qui* 
tamas  fubita  Plaga  Peftilenti*  mortalis  in  Loco  freediSo,  et  aliis  Partttmt 
eiratmvieinis,  adeo  Indies  invalefc'it,  quod  de  fecuro  •Acceffu  Hondnum  ad 
Loam  ilium  formidatur  admodum  biis  Diebus. 

Feed.  Ang.  Tom.  V.  P.  655. 
And  by  another  Writ  they  are  again  prorogued,  for  the  fame  Reafon, 
md  tmiam  tramtmtimm  per  not  inde  faciendawj  fcc*   Idas,  P.  65&1 
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K.  Edward  IH.  in  the  Prefence  of  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons,  de- 
clared, *  That  the  Caufe  of  their  Summons  was,  firfti 

*  becaufe  the  King  in  the  twenty-fecond  Year  of  hi* 

*  Reign  had  held  a  Parliament,  which  he  was  hin- 

*  dred  from  continuing  ;  as,  alfo,  from  calling  another, 

*  by  Reafon  of  the  late  dreadful  Plague,  to  this  Time. 

*  That  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Wars  now  requir'd  theirCon- 

*  currence,  becaufe  the  Peace  was  not  punctually  obfer- 

*  ved ;  and  feveral  Domettic  Affairs  wanted  to  be  ta- 

*  ken  into  Confideration  by  them,  particularly,  that  La- 
'  bourers  refufed  to  do  their  Work  at  reafonable  and 

*  ufual  Rates ;  And  laftly,  becaufe  the  Treafure  of  the 

*  Realm  was  exported.' 

The  Caufe  of  the  Meeting  being  thus  opened,  the 
King,  by  the  faid  Chief  Juftice,  commanded  the  Com- 
mons to  conlider  and  advife  what  was  beft  to  be  done 
to  redrefc  thefe  Evils.    In  Obedience  to  which,  and  fof 
the  remedying  the  exceffive  Wages  of  Labourers,  there 
was  then  enacted  that  remarkable  Statute  dt  Servienti- 
bus,  the  25  th  of  this  King  j  which,  tho'  now  obfolete, 
is  in  our  Statutes  at  Large  \x).    It  was,  alfo,  enacted 
that  every  Man  that  purchafed  any  Provilions  of  Abbies 
or  Priories,  in  the  Court  of  Rome,  both  he  and  his 
.  Executors,  which  did  fue  and  make  Executions  of  fuch 
Provifions,  mould  be  out  of  the  King's  Protection  5  and 
dealt  with  as  Enemies  to  the  King  and  Kingdom  (y). 
An  A&  pafs*d      The  Declaration  of  what  Offences  mail  be  judged 
declaring  what  Treafon  was  now  pafled  into  an  Act ;  which  has  ever 
2?? Treafo^, fince  ten  the  great  Barrier  betwixt  the  Kings  of  Eug- 
fcc  *  land  and  their  Subjects.  There 

(x)  There  had  been  an  Alteration  and  Reduction  made  in  the  E*fRf> 
Coin,  about  this  Time,  that  though  it  wanted  in  Weight,  yet  it  wat 
aiade  to  pafs  according  to  its  former  Value.  And  whereas  before  then 
were  no  other  Pieces  of  Money,  but  Nobles  and  half  Nobles,  with  final! 
Pieces  of  Silver  called  Sterlings,  the  King  caufed  Groats  and  half  Groats, 
of  equal  Value  with  the  Sterling  Money  to  be  coined,  which  raifed  the 
Prices  of  Provifions  and  Commodities,  which  ufually  ri  e  and  fall  accor- 
ding to  the  Plenty  or  Scarcity  of  Money,  and  made  Servanta  and  La- 
bourers to  raife  their  Wages.  For  which  Reafon  this  Statute  was  nade 
to  reduce  the  fame  to  the  ufual  Rates  given  before  the  late  great  Morta- 
lity. Sam.  Daniel  in  Kennet,  P.  JU4. 

For  the  Statute  of  Labourers  and  the  Wages  afligned  every  particular 
Craft,  fee  Statutes  at  Large,  An.  Reg.  Ed.  HI.  25,  1350. 

(y )  Call'd  the  fecond  Statute  of  Provifors.  See  Hawk  I Ks'a  Statutes 
mt  Large,  25  Ed.  HI.  P.  450,  Aad  GtA'cr'i  Efckf.  Bifi.  P.  554, 

fi#«  before,  p.  acj. 
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vThere  were  fome  Promotions  made  alfo  in  this  jc  Edward  III, 
Parliament,  which  deferve  our  Notice.    Henry  Earl  of 
L^ncafter^  was  created  Duke  of  the  fame,  as  an  Ac- 
knowledgment for  the  great  Services  he  had  done  the 
Crown,  by  the  general  Confent  of  the  whole  Parlia- 
ment (a).  He  was  invefted  by  girding  on  a  Sword,  and 
had  Power  to  hold  a  Court  of  Chancery  in  the  County 
of  Lanca/ler,  to  iflue  out  Writs  under  his  own  Seal, 
and,  alfo,  to  hold  Pleas  concerning  Civil  Caufes  arifing 
"Within  that  Dutchy.    This  deferves  more  Notice,  be^ 
caufe  it  is  commonly  faid  that  Lancafter  was  not  advan- 
ced  to  a  County  Palatine  till  the  Reign  of  Henry  IV. 
U*t  as  Prince  Edward had  been  before  created  the  firft 
^uke  that  ever  had  been  in  England,  fo  this  Duke  of 
ig*cqfler  was  the  fecond  that  was  advanced  to  that 
dignity.    At  the  fame  Time,  alfo,  the  Lord  Ralph 
7**4fird,  for  his  eminent  Services,  was  advanced  to  the 
Tule  of  Earl  of  Stafford ;  and  iooo  Marks  Penfion  a 
X^ar  was  given  him  by  the  King,  'till  he  could  pro- 
T*de  Lands  of  that  Value  to  fettle  on  him  and  his  Heirs  , 
**>r  erer  (b). 

Mr  Tyrrel  obferves  that  there  is  an  Error  in  the  Par- 
liament Rolls  made  by  the  Clerk  by  entring  this  Par- 
"**5fflfent  where  the  next  mould  be,  which  was  called 
^^ie  Year  after.  For  the  Writ  of  Summons,  for  the 
"**occeeding  one,  bears  Date  November  15,  to  meet  on 
^^ie  1 3th  of  January  following  j  and  as  this  King  be- 
l^ins  his  Reign  from  Ibe  firft  of  this  Month,  it  muft 
^*e  in  the  26th  and  not  the  25  th  Year  of  it.  By  which, 
^-dda  he,  the  Reader  may  find  that  Errors  may  fome- 
^imes  happen  in  Records  themfelves ;  and  muft  be  cor- 
^tfted  either  by  other  Records,  or  the  Hiftory  of  the 
~Ximes  {c). 

On  the  13th  of  January  the  Parliament  met  but  was  Anno  Regni  26, 
adjourned  for  five  Days,  on  Account  of  the  Abfentees,  l3S** 

Z  2  WhenAtWeftminfter. 

(a)  By  the  King's  fpecial  Charter,  dated  March  6.  An,  Reg.  25. ' 

(&)  The  famous  Order  of  the  Garter  was  at  this  Time  firft  infti- 
tuted  at  Wmdfor ,  by  this  King  j  Cut  tantus  deinde  accefftt  Honor,  ut 
Baximos  auofque  Reges  non  peenituerit  in  id  venire  Collegium. 

Pol.  Verg.  Lib.  XIX.  P.  378. 

(e)  Dr  Brady  and  Mr  Bamn  have  both  fallen  into  this  Error -which 
Tyrrel  has  corrected. 
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It.  Edward  III.  when  being  all  afiembled,  the  Parliament  was  opened  by 
a  Speech  from  Sir  William  Sharejbal  the  Lord  Chief  Ju- 
ftice,  declaring  the  Occafion  of  the  Summons  to  be, 
for  fetting  forth  the,  King's  Title  to  the  Crown  of 
'  France ',  telling  them,  *  That  Philip  of  Valoh  had  ufur- 

*  ped  it  all  h.s  Life,  and  not  only  fo,  but  moved  War 

*  againft  him  in  Gafcoigny  and  other  Places,  feizing 
4  upon  his  Rights  and  Poffeffions,  and  doing  all  the 

•   *  Mifchiefs  to  him,  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  that  was 

*  in  his  Power,  which  they  well  knew,  in  Subverfion 

*  of  him  and  his  Realm  of  England.   That  in  former 

*  Parliaments  this  Matter  had  been  propounded  in  Be- 
4  half  of  the  King  ;  and  their  Advice  requefted,  what 

*  was  beft  to  be  done  j  and  that  it  had  been  declar'd,  af- 
4  ter  good  Deliberation,  they  knew  no  other  Way  to 

*  advife  the  King,  than  to  procure  Allies  to  go  againft 

*  his  Adverfary  by  main  Force,  and  to  do  this  they  had 
1  promifed  to  aid  him  with  Body  and  Goods.  Wbete- 

*  upon  the  King  made  Alliances  with  feveral  foreign 
'  Princes  and  Powers,  and  by  the  Help  of  the  good 
«  People  of  England  he  made  War  upon  him  becaufe 

*  he  could  not  bring  him  to  a  reafonable  Peace.  That 

*  the  King  and  his  Adverfary  had  often  aflfented  to 

*  Truces-;  but  his  Enemy,  during  thofe  Truces,  ima- 

*  gining  to  deceive  the  King,  broke  them  every  Way, 

*  continuing  his  Malice  againft  him  and  his  Friends. 

*  That  now,  after  Philip's  Deceafe(<0,  John  his  Son, 
4  continuing  the  fame  Wrongs^is  Father  had  main- 

*  tained,  poflefled  the  Kingdom  of  France;  and  con- 
4  trary  to  the  laft  Truce,  confirmed  and  fworn  to  by 

.  i  4  both,  had  broken  it  both  in  Gafcoigny  and  Britanyy  and 
4  alfo  upon  the  Sea ;  and  had,  a&ually,  fent  to  Scotland 
4  to  renew  the  antient  Alliance  made  between  them, 

*  wholly  tending  to  the  Subverfion  and  Deftruclion  of 
4  his  People  of  England.  Wherefore,  the  King  much 
4  thank'd  his  Commons  for  the  Aids  the^  have  already 

*  given  him,  and  for  the  good  Will  he  had  always  found 
4  in  them,  and  prays  them  that  they  would  take  Time 
«  to  confult  about  this  until  the  next  Day ;  and  that  at 
4  Sun-rife  in  the  Morning  they  would  come  to  the 

4  Painted 

(J)  This  King  of  France  titAJug.  zo,  4*<  1350  J  and  WU  fucccfdtd 
by  John  Duke  of  Normandy  his  Son* 
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"*  Painted  Chamber  in  Weftmmjler  to  deliberate,  and  to  K.  tdward  in. 
"*  hear  if  the  King  would  fay  any  Thing  further  to 
^  them  ;  and  to  ftiew  the  King  their  Grievances,  if  they 

*  had  any,  that  Relief  might  be  given  them  at  this 
^  Meeting.*  He  concluded  his  Speech  with  charging 
the  Commons,  in  the  King's  Name,  to  fliorten  their 
Stay. in  Town  ;  and,  for  the  quicker  Difpatch  of  Bu- 
iinefe,  that  they  would  immediately  make  Choice  of 
twenty- four  or  thirty  Perfons,  out  of  their  whole 
Number,  to  be  in  the  Morning  at  the  Painted  Cham- 
■ber9  and  the  King  would  fend  a  Number  of  Lords  to 

-  them  to  confer  about  the  Bulinefs  of  the  Nation. 
After  this  Declaration  from  the  Chief  Juftice,  and 
another  from  Sir  Bartholomew  Burgher  ft)  ^  the  King's 
Chamberlain,  to  the  fame  Purpofe  ;  the  Commons  chofe 
a  Committee,  as  directed,  who  had  feverai  long  Con- 
ferences with  the  Lords,  as  well  to  raife  a  neceflary 
Aid  for  the  King,  as  to  draw  up  Petitions  concerning 
the  Rights  of  their  Constituents,  When  all  was  ready, 
the  Commons  in  their  whole  Body  came  before  the 
King  in  full  Parliament  and  reprefented  to  him,  '  ThatASuppjygrarxtc4 
4  the  common  People  of  the  Land  was  much  impo-  again/l  France, 

*  veriflied  by  the  late  mortal  Pettilence,  as  well  as  by  uP°n 

*  other  Burthens,  Taxes,  Tallages,  and  many  otherCoQdUJOns* 

*  Payments  laid  upon  them ;  yet,  notwithstanding  all 

*  thefe  Damages,  having  a  due  Regard  to  the  National 

*  Intereft  and  Defence,  againft  the  Malice  of  their 

*  Enemies,  they  delivered  the  King  a  RoUy  containing 

*  both  the  Aid  which  they  had  unanimoufly  granted 

*  him,  and  their  Petitions  concerning  the  Commons 

*  of  England^  to  which  they  prayed  the  King  to  give 

*  a  good  and  fpeedy  Anfwer."  The  King  granted  their 
Requeft,  thanked  them  for  the  great  Aids  given  be- 
fore, and  for  this  now  granted  ;  and  for  the  good 
Will  and  Kindnefs  be  had  always  found  in  his  Com- 
mons, as  well  in  this  as  in  former  Affairs. 

Then  follows  the  Grant  of  three  Tenths,  and  three 
Fifteenths  to  the  King,  by  the  Lords  and  the  whole 
Commons  of  the  Land,  in  order  to  fupply  his  great 
Necefliiies.  This  Tax  was  to  be  railed  as  the  laft 
Tenths  and  Fifteenths  were,  within  three  Years,  upon 
the  Conditions  following. 

Z  3  *  That 
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K.  Edward  III.     6  That  all  Fines,  Profits,  Amerciaments  and  Im- 
«  pofts,  levied  or  to  be  levied,  upon  Labourers,  Artifi- 

*  cers,  Regrators,  £sfc .  who  were  for  taking  more  Wa- 

*  ges,  were  to  be  paid  towards  railing  the  Subfidy.' 
But  this  Statute,  together  with  the  Anfwer  to  it,  is  now 
obfolete. 

«  That  hereafter  no  Tax,  Taillage,  Aids  or  Char- 
'  *  ges  be  demanded,  or  levied  on  the  Commons;  and 

*  that  all  the  reafonable  Petitions,  prayed  by  the  Com- 

*  mons,  may  be  granted,  confirmed  and  Jealed  before 

*  the  DhTolution  of  this  Parliament.'  To  which  the 
King's  Anfwer  was,  «  That  as  to  the  Tax  and  TaU- 

*  lage,  'tis  not  the  Intention  of  the  King,  or  the  Lords, 
4  that  they  mould  ever  be  charged  without  the  Confent 

*  of  the  Commons ;  and  as  to  granting  their  other 
c  reafonable  Petitions  the  King  is  pleafed  it  £hould  be 

*  -done.' 

The  Commons  pray,  alfo,  c  That  the  Loans  which 

*  were  granted  to  the  King  by  many  of  that  Body, 

*  may  be  releafed  ;  and  none  compelled  to  make  fuch 

*  Loans  for  the  future  againft  his  Will,  for  that  it  was 
'  againft  Reafon  and  the  Franchife  of  the  Land  ;  and 

*  that  Reftitution  might  be  given  to  thofe  who  had 
«  made  the  Loans.'   The  King's  Anfwer  was,  c  That 

*  it  fhould  be  done.' 

*  Alfo,  that  whereas  the  King's  Juftices,  affigned  to 

*  feveral  Counties,  had  judged  many  Men  that  were 
*  *  arraigned  before  them  as  Traytors,  for  divers  Caufes 

*  not  known  to  the  Commons  to  be  Trtafen  ;  there- 

*  fore  it  was  defired  that  the  King  and  his  Council, 
4  and  the  great  and  wife  Men  of  the  Land  would  pleaie 

*  to  declare  the  Points  of  Treafon.'  The  Anfwer  was, 

*  That  a  Statute  was  made  in  the  laft  Parliament,  fet- 

*  ting  forth  and  declaring  what  Crimes  fhall  pc  Trta- 

*  fin  for  the  future.'  This  we  {hall  have  often  Occafion 
to  mention  in  the  Sequel.  ' 

It  will  not  be  amiis  to  add  fbmewhat  of  a  private, 
Concern  which  was  tranfadted  in  this  Parliament.' 
The  Lord  John  Maltraven,  who  was  thought  to  be 
one  of  the  Murderers  of  King  Edward  II.  having  fome 
Years  before  come  in  and  fubmitted  himfelf  to  the 

King's 
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King's  Mercy,  and  lately  received  his  Pardon,  now  k,  Edward  III* 

petitioned  to  have  it  confirmed  in  Parliament,  which, 

in  Confideration  of  his  late  faithful  Service  to  the  King 

in  Flanders  y  was  granted  accordingly ;  and  he  was  a- 

gain  reftored  to  his  Honour  and  Eftate,  which  had  been 

long  feized  into  the  King's  Hands  (e). 

On  or  about  Michaelmas,  in  the  fucceeding  Year, 
the  King  met  his  Parliament  again  at  Wejlminjler^ 
which  had  been  fummoned  by  Writ,  dated  July  15, 
before. 

The  Names  of  the  Earls  and  Barons,  who  were 
fummoned  to  come  to  this  Parliament,  we  think  can- 
not be  unacceptable  to  our  Readers. 


"pDward  Prince  of  Wales, 
Henry  Duke  of  Lan~ 
c after. 

William  Bohun  Earl  of  Nor- 
thampton, 
Humphry  Bohun  Earl  of 
.  Hereford  and  EJJex. 
High  Courtney  Earl  of  De> 

•  vmjHre,  - 

WilViam  Clinton  Earl  of 

Huntington. 
Richard  Fitz- Alan  Earl  of 

Arundel, 
Thomas  Beauchamp  $arl  of 

Warvnck,  • 
John  Vere  Earl  of  Oxford, 
Gilbert  Umphreville  Earl  of 

Angos. 

Robert  Ufford  Earl  of  Suf- 
'  folk, 

WilUam  Montague  Earl  of 

Soliflury. 
Ralph  Stafford  Earl  of 

•  Stafford, 

John  Lord  Mowbray, 
Henry  Lord  Piercy, 
Ralph  Lord  Neville, 


Richard  Lord  Talbot. 
Robert  Lord  Morley, 
Walter  Lord  Manny, 
William  Lord  Huntingfield. 
Thomas  Lord  Berkeley. 
Thomas  Lord  Lucy. 
Peter  LordMauley  the  5th. 
Reginald  Lord  Cobham. 
Reginald  Lord  Grey. 
John  Lord  Willmghby  of 

Erejby, 
Roger  Lord  Chandos. 
John  Lord  Charleton, 
William  Lord  Zouch  of 

Harringworth. 
John  Lord  Bardolph, 
William  Lord  Deincourt.  - 
John  Lord  Tibetot. 
John 'Lord  Fitz-Walter. 
Walter  Lord  Fauconbridge. 
William  Lord  Greyjlock* 
JViUiam  Lord  Dacres. 
Thomas  Lord  Mufgrave. 
Thomas  Lord  Bradeftan. 
John  Lord  Grey  of  Rotber- 

field. 

John 


(«)  See  before,  P.  zo8« 
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K.  Edw»rt  III,         Lord         of  Codo- 
nore. 

John    Lord   D*Arcy  of 

JJ<#fr  Lord  Mertimer  of 

Wigmore. 
Robert  Lord  Colvile. 
Bartholomew  Lord  Ztor^- 
&r/£,  fenior. 
Lord 

Nicolas  Lord  Seimour. 
Geoffry  Lord  S/iy. 
/Michael  Lord 

Lord  Beauchamp  of 
Somerfet. 
John  Lord  Beauchamp  of 
tt'arwidjkire. 


Anno  Rrgni  17, 
T353- 


At  Weftminfter 


William  Lord  Ferrers. 
John  Lord  £//Zr  of  .Rjtf*- 

Nicolas  Lord  Cantilupe. 
John  Lord  FurnivaL 
Nicolas  Lord  BwrntL 
Edward  Lord  Montague* 
Thomas  Lord  Vghtred. 
Robert  Lord  Scales* 
Henry  Lord  Scroop. 
John  Lord  Cobham. 
Thomas  Lord  Brao/e. 
James  Lord  Audley. 
f horn  as  Lord  Holland* 
Bartholomew  Lord  ifor^- 
£fr/$,  junior,  Warden 
of  the  Cinque-Forts. 

It  was  not,  however,  'till  the  7th  Day  of  Ottober 
that  this  Parliament  fat  to  do  Bufincfs ;  when  being  all 
.aflembled,  in  the  White  Hall,  or  Chamber,  of  Wejlmin- 
Jler,  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  Burgher/b*  delivered  the 
King's  Mind  to  them  as  follows,  *  That  the  King, 

*  confidering  how  he  might  bell  eafe  his  People,  that 

*  had  been  often  charged  with  Impofitions  and  great 

*  Aids,  by  Reafon  of  the  War  with  his  Adverfary  of 

*  France^  who  detained  his  Right  of  Heritage  to  that 

*  Crown  from  him;  had  fent  lately  fome  of  the  molt 

*  noble  Lords  of  his  Realm,  viz.  the  Archbifhop  of  Can- 

*  terbury  and  the  Duke  of  Lancafter*  with  other  Prelates 

*  and  Noblemen,  to  Guifnes,  to  treat  with  his  Adver- 

*  fary,  in  Prefence  of  a  Cardinal  whom  the  Pope  ha " 

*  fent  thither  as  a  Mediator;  and  that  after  the  Treaty 

*  he  had  fent  his  Con  fell  or  to  the  Pope  to  acquaint  him, 

*  that  confidering  the  many  People  that  had  been  killed 
e  in  this  War,  and  defiring  to  Ipend  the  reft  of  his 

*  Time  in  another  more  holy  one,  to  the  Honour  of 

*  God,  if  his  Adverfary  would  make  Reftitution  of  the 

*  Dutcljy  of  Cayenne  to  him,  as  entirely  as  any  of  his 

*  Anceftors  had  enjoyed  it,  to  hold  it  freely  without 
L  any  Homage  or  Service,  he  was  willing,  when  the 

*  War  was  ended,  to  refign  his  Title  to  the  Crown  of 

*  Frame*    That  ihe  Pope  had  moreover  been  defired 

to 


ties 

had 
aty 
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*  to  found  his  French  Adverfary's  Inclinations  to  a  far-  K.  Edward  1 11. 

*  ther  Treaty ;  yet,  with  Proteftation,  that  if  he  mould 

*  not  accept  it,  all  his  Rights  fliould  be  entirely  faved 

*  to  him  as  if  no  fuch  Offer  had  been  made.  To  which 

*  Mefiage  the  King  not  having  received  any  Anfwer 

*  from  the  Pope,  he  had  fent  another  by  the  Archdea- 
'  con  of  Huntington ,  to  know  what  had  been  done  in 

*  this  AEur,  who  brought  back  nothing  worth  repor- 

*  ting.  Wherefore,  it  feemed  neceflary  to  the  King  and 

*  the  Lords  of  his  Council,  that  he  mould  prep  . re  him- 

*  felf  for  the  War  again  ft  his  Adverfary,  as  well  for 

*  the  Defence  of  England,  as  to  recover  his  Rights,  for 
«  which  he  ought  to  have  a  great  Sum  of  Money 

*  granted  to  him. 
The  faid  Chamberlain  {hewed  further,  *  That  the  late 

«  Tax  or  Subfidy  on  Wool,  Leather  and  Wool-fels, 

*  ending  at  Micbaelmafs  laft,  it  was  not  the  King's  In- 

*  tent  ions  to  lay  any  new  Tax  or  other  Charge  upon 
'  his  People,  yet,  he  requcftcd  the  Parliament  to  grant 
■  him  the  faid  Subfidy  for  fome  Time  longer.' 

This  Requeft  being  confidered  by  the  three  Eftates, 
and  deliberated  upon,  they  all  unammoufiy  agreed  to 
grant  the  King  this  Subfidy  of  Wool,  fcffr.  to  receive 
it,  as  before,  from  Micbaelmafs  laft  for  three  Years  to 
come,  if  the  War  mould  continue  fo  long  ;  upon  Con-  purpflfti 
dition  that  the  Money,  ariiing  from  this  Subfidy,  mould 
be  kept  folely  for  the  War,  and  not  applied  to  any  o- 
ther  Ufe. 

There  were,  like  wife,  feveral  excellent  Laws  made 
in  this  Parliament,  as,  particularly,  that  of  the  Staple (f)  ; 
whereby  it  was  enaded  that  the  great  Markets  for  wed, 
JVs&I-ftk*  Leather  and  Lead,  mould  be  held  in  London* 
WejlminjUr,  York,  Briftcl,  and  divers  other  Cities  and 

Towns 

(f)  Staph,  fignifies  this  or  that  Town  whither  the  Englijh  Merthanr* 
were  obliged,  by  Adt  of  Parliament,  to  carry  their  #W,  Cloth,  Lead  • 
and  *Tint  sod  iuch  like  Staple  Commodities,  in  order  to  fell  them  by  the 
Great.    For  the  Etymology  of  this  Word,  fee  further  in  Jaco^i  Law 
Dtfiionary. 

It  feems  the  King  was  difplcafed  with  the  FUmmingi  for  difappointing 
him  in  the  Match  between  his  Daughter  and  their  young  Earl  Lrwit, 
and  removed  t\it~Staplc  of  Wools  from  tlieir  Towns,  which  were  great- 
ly enriched  thereby,  and  caufed  it  ro  be  kept  at  Home.  Judging  it  more 
convenient  to  enrich  his  own  Towns  than  Strangers,  by  the  Commodi- 
ty of  his  Kingdom*      Darnel  m  Ksnntt^  p.  224, 


K.  Edward  HI. 


Anno  Regni  aS. 
At  Weftminitcr, 


The  King  de- 
mands the  Opi- 
nion of  his  Par- 
liament concern- 
ing a  Peace  with 
France, 


a  8  a    Tlie  Parliamentary  HisTo 

Towns  therein  mentioned  ;  with  feveral  Rules  and 
Rcftri&ions  for  well  regulating  the  fame.  There  was, 
alfo,  another  Statute  enafted  of  Provifors  agiinft  Ap- 
peals to  Rome.  There  were,  alfo,  fome  Petitions  from 
the  Commons,  and  other  Matters,  all  teen  in  the  Statutes 
at  Large,  or  in  CsttorCs  Abridgment  of  the  Records  (g). 

The  Year  1353,  being  ended,  the  King,  on  the 
15th  of  March,  in  next  Year,  fent  out  his  Writs  of 
Summons  to  call  a  Parliament  to  meet  at  Wtfimmfter^ 
jfpril  the  z8th  following.  Being  accordingly  after 
bled,  the  aforefaid  Lord  Chief  Juftice  declared  in  the 
Prefence  of  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons,  in  the 
Painted  Chamber,  *  That  the  Caufe  of  this  Parliaments 

*  being  called  was  for  three  1  hings :  Firft,  for  eftab- 

*  lifliing  the  Staple  within  the  Realm,  and  for  Confir- 

*  mationof  the  Ordinances  made  laft  Patliament  about 

*  it.    Secondly,  how  they  might  treat  of  a  Peace  witt 

*  France  j  for  that  by  War  the  King  faw  his  SubjetT 

*  greatly  wafted.  And  Thirdly,  for  receiving  of  Petiti- 

*  ons  and  red  re  fling  of  Grievances ;  all  which  without 

*  a  Parliament  could  not  be  effectually  done.' 
A  Day  or  two  after,  the  Lord  Chamberlain  inforr 

ed  them,  4  That  there  was  great  Hopes  of  bringing 
about  a  Peace  between  England  and  France,  by 
Means  of  certain  Co  rnmifli  oners  appointed,  on  both 
Farts,  for  that  Purpofe  5  yet  the  King  would  ne 
conclude  any  Thing  without  theConfent  of  his  Lor 
and  Commons.    Wherefore  he  demanded  of  ther 
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(g)  An  Aft  wa»,  alio,  made  this  Parliament,  that  all  Wears,  Milj 
and  other  Stoppages  of  Rivers,  which  hundred  the  Pallagej  of  Lighten 
Boats  and  other  Vellels  up  and  dow  n  the  Country,  ftouid  be  remove 
An  Aft   very  advantageous,  but   thro*  Bribery    and  Corruption 
great  Landlords  rendred  of  no  Effeft,  Co  that  this  Parliament  hid  only 
the  Honour  of  making  fo  good  a  Statute. 

Another  Aft,  it  is  laid,  was  made  at  this  Time,  at  the  earneft  Re- 
queft  of  the  Londoners,  that  no  common  Whore  fliould  wear  any  Hood , 
except  ftrip'd  with  divers  Colours,  and  their  Garments  turned  the  wrong 
Side  outward.  A  good  Ddign,  fays  our  Author,  to  make  fo  foul  a  Sin 
become  infamous,  and  at  length  odious.  But  we  doubt  to  as  little  P»r- 
pofe  as  the  former. 

Sto*tf%s  Chrctt,  p.  354.    Sam.  Daniel  in  Kennet,  p.  g.14. 
See  Statutes  at  Large,  An,  Reg.  17.    An.  1353.  for  feverai  Articles 

relating  to  this  Staple,  &c. 
And  io/iieSs  Eccl.  Hi/i.  p.  554,  for  the.  Statute  of  P  remit  Hire  agunA 
Appeals  to  Romtt 


ENGLAND. 
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*  in  the  King's  Name,  whether  they  would  aflent  andK,  Edward  in, 

*  agree  to  a  Peace,  if  it  might  be  had  by  Treaty.'  To 
which  the  Commons  anfwered  with  one  Accord,  *  That 

*  what  mould  be  agreeable  to  the  King  and  his  Council 

*  in  making  of  this  Treaty,  would  be  fo  to  them.'  But 
the  Commons  being  afked  again ,  'If  they  confented 

*  to  a  perpetual  Peace  if  it  might  be  had,*  they  all  una- 
mimoufly  cryed  out,  0(7,  0(7,  Yea,  Yea.  Upon  which 
Dr  Michael  Nortkburg^  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  com- 
manded Dr  John  it  Swineley,  the  Pope's  Notary,  to 
enter  this  in  a  public  Inftrument,  which  was  to  be 
laid  before  the  Pope  at  Avignon- 

Mr  Tyrrel  obferves  here  that  Parliamentary  Proceed- 
ings were  not  then  reduced  to  that  Form  and  Regula- 
rity, which  they  have  been  brought  to  fince  that  Time,  j 
the  Commons  here  giving  their  Opinions,  viva  Voce, 
and  in  the  Prefence  of  the  Lords,  to  what  the  King 
demanded  of  them.  He  adds,  that  for  Redrcfs  of  Grie- 
vances he  can  find  none,  but  what  had  been  done  in 
the  preceding  Parliament. 

In  this  Parliament  it  was  that  the  Lord  Roger  Mor-  Attainder  of 
timer,  Grandfon  to  the  famous  Reger  Mortimer?  who  Mortimer 
was  attainted  and  executed  three  and  twenty  Years  be- and°thers  re~ 
fore,  was  reftored  to  Blood,  and  the  Judgment  againft  his"" 
fatd  Grandfather  reverf'ed,  as  being  contrary  to  Law  {b). 
The  like  Favour,  alio,  Richard  Pit?.- Alan,  Son  \q  Ed- 
mund Earl  of  Arundele,  who  had  been  attainted  in  the 
Beginning  of  this  Reign,  obtained  on  Behalf  of  himfelf 
and  his  faid  Father,  Which  Examples,  fays  7yrre/y 
may  ferve  to  ftiew  us,  that  it  is  the  Duty  of  fucceeding 
Parliaments  to  correal  and  reverfe  what  foe  ver  hath 
been  unjuftly  and  too  feverely  enacted  by  thofe  that 
preceded. 

But  tho*  neither  the  laft  named  Author  nor  Dr 
Brady  give  us  any  Petitions  from  the  Commons  for 
Redrefs  of  Grievances  this  Parliament,  yet  Jojhua 
Barnes  is  not  fo  filent  in  the  Matter ;  and  from  Sir 
Robert  Cotton's  Abridgement  of  the  Records,  has  given 
a  great  many  Petitions,  which  the  Reader  may  take 
as  follows, 

The 


{*)  See  before,  P,  to6. 
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K.  Edward  HI,  The  Commons  Petitions,  with  the  Kings  Anfwers  Ucrett, 

were  t  befit 

Petitions  of  the  Commons.  That  the  Surplufage  of  the  Fines  of  the 
Commons,       Statute  of  Labourers  may  be  entirely  distributed  among 

the  Poor  of  the  whole  County  >  and  not  to  poor  Towns 

only. 

King.  It  mall  be  parted  among  the  poor  Towns  only. 

Commons.  Trrt  the  Writ  of  EJireat  may  lie  in  every 
Action,  where  the  Party  {hall  recover  Damages  of  E- 
fireati  after  the  Writ  purchafed. 

King.  The  old  Law  mall  be  continued. 

Commons.  That  Remedy  may  be  had  in  fuch  Cafes, 
where  the  King  receiveth  the  Profits  of  the  Ward's 
Lands,  as  well  of  Soccage^  as  other  wife,  where  no  Partt 
of  the  fame  is  holden  of  him. 

King.  The  Law  heretofore  ufed  mall  continue. 

Cmmons.  That  it  may  be  ordtr'd,  whether  the  Te- 
nants of  fuch  as  hold  by  Barony,  and  are  fummoned 
to  Parliament,  mall  contribute  to  the  Payment  of 
Knights  Fees  coming  to  Parliament. 

King.  As  heretofore,  fo  the  fame  mail  be. 

Commons.  That  prefent  Pay  be  made  of  all  Purvey- 
ances, being  under  twenty  Shillings,  and  of  greater 
within  one  Quarter  of  a  Year,  and  that  Purveyance  be 
made  without  Malice. 

King.  It  is  good  to  make  Payment  according  to  the 
firll  Point,  and  to  red  re  Is  the  fecund. 

Commons.  That  all  Sheriffs  be  charged  to  make  pre- 
fent Payment  for  all  Purveyances  for  Calais. 

King.  The  Demand  is  reafonable. 

Commons.  That  any  one  attainted  upon  a  Writ  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer,  may  bring  his  Attaint,  pending 
his  Suit  again  It  the  other. 

King.  The  Lords  will  not  alter  the  Order  of  the 
Law. 

Commons.  That  the  Lords,  Marchers  of  PVales^  do 
fuffer  no  Diftrelles  to  be  made  on  any  Englijbman  com- 
ing into  Wkht,  for  any  other  Men's  Debts,  if  he  be  no 
Debtor,  Trefpafler,  or  Surety. 

King.  As  heretofore,  fo  the  Law  mail  be. 
Commons.  Thm  no  Inqueft  upon  Confpiracy,  Con- 

federate 
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federacy,  Maintenance,  or  fuch  like  be  returned,  but  K.  Edward  m. 
by  the  Sheriff,  of  the  moft  lawful  Men,  and  nigheft  in 
that  Part  of  the  Country,  where  fuch  A&s  are  laid  ; 
that  all  Evidences  therein  be  given  openly  at  the  Bar, 
and  that  no  Man  fpeak  with  the  Jury  after  they  depart 
therefrom. 

King-  This  laft  Petition  is  agreed  to. 

Cor  Lvons.  That  the  King  will  appoint  a  Time  when 
the  Coin  fhall  be  made  finer  (b). 

King*  With  Opportunity  the  King  meaneth  the 
lame. 

Commons.  That  the  King  have  the  Forfeitures  of  his 
Widows  Dowagers ;  but  not  of  fuch  as  hold  jointly 
with  their  Hufbands. 

King,  The  old  Law  fhall  ftand. 

Commons,  That  the  Writ  of  Appeal  brought  pending 
another  may  abate  the  other. 

King.  The  Common  Law  therein  ufed  fhall  con- 
tinue. 

Commons,  That  Weights  and  Meafures  may  hence- 
forth be  made  in  the  City  of  London,  fo  as  all  Coun- 
ties do  conform  themfelves  according  thereto. 

King-  There  is  a  Standard  in  the  Treafury,  where 
every  Man  readily  may  have  the  fame. 

Commons.  That  the  Writs  cf  Chancery  may  be  at 
reafonable  Prices  j  and  that  the  Clerks  of  the  Crown, 

and 


(£)  Now  for  the  better  understanding  of  this  Petition,  it  is  to  be  no- 
ted, that,  about  four  Years  before  this,  William  Edindw  Bifhop  of  Win- 
chefier,  the  Lord  Trcafurer  of  England,  had  caufed  Groats  and  Half- 
Groats  to  be  coined  to  the  People's  great  Difad vantage  j  for  they  wanted 
fomc  thing  of  the  jurt  Sterling  Weight.  This  occasioned  the  Price  of 
all  Things  to  be  very  much  enhanced  5  whereupon  at  the  Commons 
Complaint  now  in  Parliament,  the  King  promifed  to  redrefs  their  Grie- 
vance the  firft  Opportunity.  Yet  however  many  Times  after  tbofe  Days 
the  like  Practice  had  been  ufed,  infomurh  that  now  Five  Shillings 
fcarcely  contain  fo  much  Silver  as  five  Groats  had  three  or  four  Hundred 
Years  ago  j  to  that  it  is  no  Wonder,  if  Things  be  fold  at  treble  the 
Price  which  they  held  at  that  Time.  For  hereby  alfo  it  comes  to  pal's, 
that  the  Prince  and  Nobility  cannot  pofiibly  maintain  their  Eftates  with 
their  ancient  Rents  and  Revenues  ,  becaufe  tho*  they  bring  them  in 
the  old  Tale  and  Number,  yet  they  fall  tar  fliort  in  the  due  Weight 
and  Quantity  of  Metal.  Barneys  Edward  III. 

Boiling Jbtad't  E'-g.  Cbrcn,  p,  94$ ,    Ajfo  CWw/Vs  Catal,  of  Bifhopi, 
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Edward  in.  anc*  others  for  Commifllon  and  fuch  like,  do  content 
themfelves  with  the  King's  Allowance. 

King.  As  heretofore  the  fame  {hall  be. 

Commons.  That  Fines  for  Writs  may  be  reafonably 
made  in  every  of  the  King's  Courts. 

King.  The  Chancellor  Oiall  do  as  heretofore. 

Commons.  The  Commons  beyond  the  Trent  require, 
that  the  Juftices  of  the  one  Bench  or  of  the  othaijjnay 
yearly  come  twice  amongft  them,  for  taking  Cogni- 
iimce  of  Fines  and  Letters  of  Attorney  of  the  Unable, 

King.  The  King  will  be  advifed. 

Commons.  That  Labourers  may  take  Corn  for  their 
Wages. 

King'.  The  Statute  made  mall  be  obferved. 
Commons.  That  the  Staple  may  always  continue  in 
England. 

King*  The  fame  fhall  fo  continue  till  the  next  Par- 
liament, not  to  be  alter 'd  without  the  Afl'ent  of  the 
Parliament. 

Commons.  The  Merchants  Strangers  require,  that  the 
Ordinances  of  the  Staple  may  be  executed  fpeedily. 
King.  The  King  willeth  the  fame. 

Then  the  Lord  Chamberlain  Bwgherjh^  feniors  and 
one  of  thole  who  had  been  at  the  Treaty  of  Calais  the 
Lift  Year,  declared  to  the  whole  Houfe,  *  That  there  was 

*  a  Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  King  and  the  French* 
1  and  a  good  Hope  of  a  final  Accord  whereto  in  the 
King's  Name  he  demanded  of  the  Commons,  whether 
they  would  agree.    To  which  Demand  they  anfwer'd, 

*  That  therein  they  wholly  fubmitted  themfelves  to  the 

*  Order  of  the  King  and  his  Nobles Hereupon  Dr 
Michael  Northborougb,  Keeper  of  the  King's  Privy  Seal, 
and  about  this  Time  Elect  Bifhop  of  London?  com- 
manded Dr  John  S win ley  the  Notary,  to  prepare  a 
publick  Inftrument  thereof. 

trench.  £ut  neither  Peace  nor  Truce  could  be  had  from  the 
c  lhc  Truw-  French,  which  they  would  not  break  at  their  firft  Con- 
renieficy  :  This  occa Honed  Prince  Edward  to  be  fent 
over  again  with  a  powerful  Army,  the  next  Spring, 
who  took  many  Town?:,  and  burned  and  ravaged  the 
Country  in  a  terrible  Manner.  Next  Summer,  the 
King  went  in  Perfon,  and  he  was  carrying  on  his  Con- 
quers 


I 


quells  very  faft,  when  a  Diveriion  was  made  in  Scot* 
land,  a  Parry  of  Scots  having  by  Surprife  taken  the  im- 
portanr  Town  of  Berwick  and  made  ibme  Inroads  in- 
to England. 

Before  the  King  went  over  into  France  he  fent 
out  his  Writs  of  Summons  for  a  Parliament  to  meet  on 
the  lzth  of  November  following;  about  which  Time, 
Edward  being  at  Calais %  heard  of  the  Lofs  of  Ber~ 
Wicky  and  prepared  himfelf  not  only  to  meet  his  Par- 
liament, but  to  recover  that  Town  However,  it 
was  not  till  the  25th  of  that  Month  that  he  could  get 
to  IVtjlminfter,  to  which  Time  the  Parliament  had 
been  put  off,  by  feveral  Adjournments.  Being  at 
length  all  aflembled,  the  Lord 'Chief  Juiricc  SharcJhaU 
told  them,  that  it  was  his  Majefty's  Pleafure  that  Sir 
Walter  Manny  mould  declare  to  them  the  prefent  State 
of  the  King's  Affairs,  being  bell  able  to  do  it,  and  he 
accordingly  delivered  himfelf  to  this  Effedr.. 

*  He  flrft  gave  them  an  Account  of  the  late  Treaty 

*  before  the  Pope,  and  how  it  bad  been  broke  off  by 

*  the  Obftinacy  of  the  French  Commiffioners.  That 

*  in  Order  to  conclude  a  Peace  he  had  fent  the  Duke 

*  of  Lanca/Ier,  with  others,  to  the  Pope's  Court  at 

*  Avignon  \  and  that  during  his  Stay  thefe^  the  King 

*  of  Navarre  had  complained  to  the  (aid  Duke  of  furi- 

*  dry  Damages  done  to  him  by  the  French,  and  affirm- 

*  ed  upon  Oath  that  he  would  willingly  enter  into  a 

*  League  with  the  Enghfh  againft  them  ;  and  for  Aflu- 

*  ranee  of  the  fame  engaged  himfelf  to  meet  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  at  the  Ifland  of  Jerfiy  with  as  great  Power  as  he 
1  cou'd  raile.  That  the  King,  upon  the  Return  of 
£  the  fa  id  Duke,  and  Knowledge  of  the  Affair,  with  a 

*  great  Army  and  Navy  fet  fail  from  the  River  Thames 

*  towards  Jerfey  -t  but  being  beat  back  by  contrary 
t  Winds,  he  was  driven  with  much  Hazard  into  Portf- 

*  mouth,  where  he  ftaid  'till  he  was  credibly  informed 

*  that  the  faid  King  of  Navarre  had  actually  made  his 

*  Peace  with  the  Enemy  of  France,    Upon  hearing, 

*  alfo,  that  the  French  was  marching  a  ftrong  Army 

*  towards  Calais,  the  King  went  over  thither,  in  hopes 
they  would  give  him  Battle,  accompanied  with  his 
own  Army  and  joined  there  by  the  Forces  of  his 

*  German 
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K.  Edwtrd  III.  *  German  Allies.    That  on  M-SouPs  Day  laft  pad  the 

*  King  marched  towards  the  Enemy  and  offered  them 

*  Battle,  which  the  Enemy  took  all  Ways  poffible  to 

*  avoid  ;  whereupon,  the  King  wafted  and  fpoiled  the 

*  Country,  hut  finding  his  Army  to  languifb  for  want 

*  of  Provisions,  was  ohliged  to  return  back  "to  Ca- 

*  lais,  where  he  paid  off  his  mercenary  Troops,  and 

*  came  hither  to  meet  his  Parliament/ 

After  this  Speech  was  ended,  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
addrcfled  himfelf  to  the  Commons  to  this  Purpofe,  *  He 
1  required  them  to  weigh  and  confider  well  the  King's 

*  unwearied  Conftancy  in  labouring  for  their  Defence. 

*  That  he  was  now  ready,  a!fo,  to  repel  the  Infolcnce 

*  of  the  Scots*  who  had  furprifed,  in  his  Abfence,  the 

*  Town  of  Berwick,  as  he  had  been  informed  ;  he  de- 
'  fired  them  therefore  how  he  might  be  enabled  not 

*  only  to  fubdue  entirely  that  ftubborn  People,  but,  al- 

*  fo,  how  to  attain  an  advantageous  Peace  wiih  France^ 
1  which  he  much  defired,  to  his  own  Honour  and  their 

*  Quiet  and  Benefit.*  He  concluded  with  giving  them 
Time  'till  Friday  following  to  bring  in  their  Anfwer, 
and  in  the  mean  while  to  prepare  their  Bills  and  Pe- 
titions to  be  laid  before  the  King  in  Parliament. 

On  the  Day  appointed  the  Commons  came  into  the 
Hereupon  fa    White*  Chamber,  at  Wejlminfler,  and  having  had  a  fhort 
Parliament  grant  Conference  with  the  Lords,  in  the  King's Prefence,  they 
another  Supply,  unanimoufly  granted  the  King  the  Subfidy  on  Leather, 
Wool  and  Wooi-fel.%  for  fix  Years  to  come  j  provided 
that  no  other  Impofirion  or  Charge  be  laid  upon  them 
during  that  Term.    This  Tax  was  nolefs  than  501.  on 
each  Sack  of  Wool  that  mould  be  exported  ;  by  which 
fole  Grant  the  King  was  able  to  expend  a  thoufand  Marks 
1   a  Day  on  a  juft  Calculation,  there  being  no  lefs  than 
one  Hundred  Thoufand  Sacks  yearly  exported  by  the 
Enghjh  Merchants  in  thofe  Days,  (i) 

Petitions  of  the  Commons  with  their  Anfiuers* 

And  the  com-      Petition,  That  the  Great  Charter,  and  the  Charter  of 

ZTi  fSEJ? lhc  Foreft  in  a11  poims  fha]1  be  kcPt :  That  the  Statute, 

that 


(d)  HoWr.gfbcad'iChrtH.  P.  383. 

Sm»  lays  the  faid  Grant  extended  only  to  150,000  /,  Sterling.  P.  255* 
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that  the  Staples  fhall  always  be  kept  within  the  Realm,  Ki 
fhall  be  obferved  :  That  the  Statute  made  for  yearly  re- 
moving Sheriffs  be  obferved  :  And  that  the  Statute 
made  for  Purveyors  be  kept. 

Jnfwer.    The  King  willeth  the  fame. 

Petition.  That  whereas  the  Commons  have  granted 
to  the  King  40  5.  of  every  Knight's  Fee  in  Aid  ro  make 
hisSon  a  Knight,  the  Exchequer  demandeth  the  fame,  as 
well  of  Mefne  Lords,  as  of  the  Tenants  in  Demefne% 
againft  Reafon  :  W  herefore  they  pray  Remedy. 

Jnfwer.  The  right  Ufe  of  the  Exchequer  is  to  be 
kept. 

Petition.  That  no  Man's  Land,  being  bought  in  the 
Time  of  Henry  III,  which  was  before  the  Statute  of 
Prerogative,  may  be  feized  into  the  King's  Hands  by 
Efcheators  (d). 

Jnfwer.  Let  this  be  more  particularly  declared  to  the 
King. 

Petition.  That  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  may  deter* 
mine  Weights  and  Meafures. 

Jnfwer.  The  Statute  made  fhall  be  obferved. 

Such  Juftices  fhall  make  no  Deputies,  neither  fhall 
the  Sheriff,  Coroner,  or  fuch  like,  be  a  Juftice. 

^Petition.  That  the  Points  of  Confederacy  may  be  de- 
clared, confidertng  how  the  Judges  judge  rafhly  thereof, 

Jnfwer.  None  fhall  be  punifhed  for  Confederacy, 
but  where  the  Statute  fpeaketh  expreily,  upon  the  Point 
contained  in  the  fame  Statute. 

Petition.  That  the  Juftices  of  Goal-Delivery,  on  an 
Indictment  of  the  Coroner  coming  before  them,  may 
award  the  Exigent. 

Jnfwer*  The  old  Law  fhall  ftand. 

Petition.  That  fuch  Perfons  of  the  far  Nortb-Couh- 
tries,  as  upon  Appeals  Joyn  Iffue  on  good  or  evil,  may 
try  the  fame  by  Nifi  Prius  ;  confidering  that  the  Jury 
will  not  appear  in  the  King's  Bench. 

Jnfwer.  The  Old  Law  ufed  fhall  be  kept. 

Petition.  That  Remedy  may  be  had  againft  fuch,  as 
to  defraud  their  Creditors  before  Judgment,  do  conve^r 
away  their  Lands  and  Goods. 

Jnfwer.  The  Statute  therefore  made  fhall  be  obferved. 
Vol.  L  A  a  Pttitim, 

(d)  See  befor*  p.  447,  tt  Stfutnt% 
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K.  Edward  HI.    Petition.  That  Writs  of  Attaints  may  be  had  of  Ver- 
dicts given  in  other  Courts. 

Anfwer.  The  Old  Law  (hall  be  obferved. 

When  the  Parliament  had  thus  difpatched  the  King's 
Bufinefs  and  their  own,  and  all  in  the  Space  of  four  or 
five  Days,  they  broke  up,  and  the  King  marched  im- 
The  Kings  of  mediately  for  Scotland,  where  he  foon  re-took  Berwlchy 
b^d  boST*  Skc i" anc*  Perf°rmed  feveral  other  martial  Exploits  in  that 
Pritonm.  Ca  Kingdom,  not  to  our  Purpofe  to  relate.  Whether  it 
was  ftipulated  by  this  laft  Parliament  that  there  fhould 
not  be  another  called  in  fuch  a  Time,  or  that  the  Grant 
of  the  laft  Subfidy,  on  Wools,  &c  for  fix  Years  waa 
fufficient  for  the  National  Expcnce  for  that  Term,  we 
-  know  not  \  but  we  meet  with  no  other  Parliament 
during  that  whole  Time  [e).  In  this  long  Interval  our 
Hiftories  are  fufficiently  taken  up  with  the  Recital  of  the 
Victories  obtained  by  the  Black  Prince  over  the  French ; 
efpecially  that  of  the  Battle  of  Pdclier^  where  the 
whole  French  Army  was  entirely  defeated,  and  their 
King,  John,  taken  Prifoner  by  this  martial  Hero.  The 
Englijh  Court  was  now  in  its  greateft  Splendour,  having 
two  Kings  Prifoners  at  the  fame  Time ;  David  King  of 
Scotland  had  been  vanquifh'd  and  taken  Prifoner  by  a 
Woman ;  Queen  Philippa,  in  her  Hufband's  Abfence, 
having  performed  that  Exploit,  at  the  Battle  of  Durham} 
and  (hewed  herfelf  worthy  to  be  the  Wife  and  Mother 
pf  fuch  a  Hufiband,  and  fuch  a  Son. 

King  Edward  kept  his  Chrijlmafsy  in  the  Year  1360, 
13SE1  35<at  TVocdJicch,  in  great  Splendour  j  and  on  the  25th  of 
January,  the  next  Year,  he  met  a  Parliament  at  Weft- 
m  minfler,  which  had  been  fummoned  to  appear  there  about 
two  Months  before.  Here  the  Articles  of  Peace,  con- 
cluded between  John  King  of  France  and  the  King  of 
England,  were  communicated  to  the  whole  Aflembly  ; 
and  both  Lords  and  Commons  were  highly  fatisfied 
with  the  King's  Conduit  in  the  Affair.  Thefe  Articles, 
forty  in  Number,  are  lo  be  found  in  Brady,  Tyrrely  and 

other 

(*)  There  is  Mention  of  a  Parliament  held  at  Wtjimnjitr,  31,  Ed.  Iir. 
Anno,  I357  >n  the  Statutes  at  large,  wherein  for  the  King's  Pardon  to 
the  Commons,  for  the  Efcape  of  Feions,  &c>  a.  Fifteenth  is  granted  j 
here  are  alfo  feveral  Statutes  and  Ordinances  relating  to  thcHcrring  and 
•ther  FjJfcciies*  Htivukirji  Estiva  nftkt  Swwi  si  Largt,   P.  273,  &c, 
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other  Hiftorians,  but  are  not  any  Thing  to  our  Purpofe  •  Ki  £4ward 
By  thefe  Means,  however,  the  French  King  was  releafed 
from  an  Imprifonment  of  four  Years,  and  was  honou- 
rably fenr  back  to  his  own  Country,  (f) 

The  Ceremony  of  the  Swearing  to  keep  this  Peace,  by 
the  King,  Lords  and  Commons,  being  fomewhat  fin-  JP*  ^anner  of 
gular  deferves  our  Notice,  On  the  laft  Day  of  Ja~  o£Sw 
nuary,  the  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury  celebrated  the  Mafs  thereof, 
of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  the  Abby  Church  at  Wefimln- 
fier,  with  great  Solemnity ;  the  King,  Prince  and 
the  whole  Body  being  prefent  at  it.  In  thb  Mafs,  fays 
Barney  there  was  this  fmall  but  comprehenfive  Text  of 
Scripture,  Brethren,  rejoice,  be  perfeel ,  be  of  good  Com" 
fori,  be  of  one  Mind ;  Hve  in  Peace,  and  the  God  of  Love 
and  Peace  Jhall  be  with  you,  &c.  After  which,  the 
King  and  his  Suns,  (landing  up  before  the  French  Ho- 
ftages,  Torches  being  lighted,  and  Crofles  held  over  the 
Eucharifl  and  Mijfal,  the  Peers  took  the  Oath,  which 
they  read  from  certain  Papers  or  Scrolls,  held  in  their 
Hands  and  figned  by  themfelves  j  the  Archbifbop  begin- 
ning in  this  Manner,  fPe  Simon  Archbtfoop  of  Canter- 
bury, do  [wear  upon  the  Holy  Bcdy  of  our  Lord  and  his 
Holy  Gojpely  frmly*  as  much  as  in  us  lies^  to  keep  the 
Peace  and  Concord  agreed  on  betwixt  the  two  Kings,  and 
to  do  nothing  contrary  thereto.  This  being  done,  every 
Man,  as  he  took  the  Oath,  delivered  up  his  Scroll  to  the 
King's  Notaries,  to  be  laid  up  as  Witnefles  to  Pofterity. 
The  French  King  caufed  his  Eftates  and  Lords  of  Par- 
liament to  fwear  to  the  Peace  in  like  manner;  then  both 
Kings  fent  their  Embafladors  to  the  Pope  for  the  Apofto- 
lical  Sanction  to  it  i  and  thus,  at  laft,  this  long,  expen- 
five  and  bloody  War,  was  terminated  by  a  Peace,  as- 
fully  eftabiifhed,'fays  Barnes^  as  ftrongly  bound  on  Earth, 
as  human  Wi[dom,  or- Authority,  could  devife,  pr 
fee  u  re. 

The  Nation  beginning  now  to  enjoy  the  Fruits  of 
A  a  2  Peace> 


(f)  In  th.it  Parliament  the  King  reftored  the,Poffeffiom  of  the  AJiea 
Monafttrie*  to  them,  again,  which  he  had  taken  into  bia  Haada  at  th; 
Beginning  of  the  French  War,  above  10  Years  before  j  a  rare  Example, 
fays  an  Hiftorian,  of  Juflice  in  this  King,  it  being  feldom  known  that  a 
Prince  will  part  with  any  Thing  h»  haui  ontc  gotten,  Sam.  DannJ  i* 
Ktnnttt    P,  azS, 
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Edward  III.  peace,  the  King  called  another  Parliament,  to  meet  at 
Anno  Regni  36.  tFtftminfcr  on  the  1 3th  of  Oclober  the  next  Year ; 

1361.      where  all  the  Peers  were  exprelly  commanded  to  appear 
At  Wdhnbftcr. m  Perfon,  and  not  one  Proxy  permitted.    This  Seffion 
'  lnftcd  a  full  Month  i  in  which  Time,  fays  Barms,  he 
made  more  good  Laws,  and  bellowed  more  Ads  of 
Grace  upon  his  People,  than  fome  other  Kings  have 
done  in  their  whole  Lives. 
TheSta  lere  Caufes  of  this  AiTembly  were  declared  by  nV 

rocdtoCiiais.  Lord  Chief  Jufiice>  Sir  Htnry  Crcen^  to  be  *  For  lhes= 
1  Redrefs  of  Matters  relating  to  the  Church  j  for  Ob — 
c  fcrvation  of  the  Peace  j  for  fettling  Affairs  with 

*  land  ;  and  for  enhanfing  the  Price  of  Wool.'  AM 
which  were  then  very  well  ordered,  as  may  be  feen  in  the^ 
Records  and  printed  Statutes  of  this  Year.  The  Staple 
of  Wools  was  appointed,  tho'  not  by  exprefs  Statute^ 
yet  with  the  Confent  of  both  Houfes,  to  be  removed 
from  London  to  Calais.  For  we  find  by  the  Records^, 
that  when  the  Lords  were  commanded  to  fpeak,  '  WhaCT 

*  they  thought  of  the  Merchants  removing  to  Calais  ?  * 
they  all  agreed,  *  That  it  feemed  to  them  to  be  a  Mat- 

*  ter  very  profitable  to  the  Realm.'  The  Commons, 
indeed,  demurred  a  little  at  the  firft,  *till  they  could  talk 
with  fome  Merchants  about  it ,  bur,  at  laft,  rhey  com- 
ply ed  with  the  Lords  alio.  Whereupon,  the  King  fent 
over  twenty-fix  of  the  ableftand  moll  co n fid erable  Mer- 
chants in  the  Kingdom,  to  hold  the  St  apis  there  for 
three  Years.  Thefe  Merchants  were,  alfo,  ordered  to 
keep  and  defend  the  Town,  every  Man  having  a  Guard 
of  fix  Men  at  Arms  and  four  Archers,  at  the  King's 
Charge.  Beftdes  the  Mayor  of  the  Town,  the  King 
by  his  Charter  con fti luted  another,  called  the  Mayor  of 
the  Staple  of  Calais ;  the  King  being  to  receive  twenty 
Shillings,  and  the  aforefeid  Merchants,  Wardens  of  the 
Town,  forty  Pence  more,  as  (Suftom,  on  every  Sack 
of  Wool  there  bought. 

In  this  Parliament  alfo  was  paffed  that  remarkable 
Pleadings  at  uw  Statute,  1  That  all  Pleadings  and  Judgments  in  the  Courts 
order1  d  to  b=  do  '  of  WcJI mi  tifter,  fhould  be  for  the  future  in  Englifby 

tS  E°/liibCh  w11*^8  t)eiore  they  were  wont  t0  be  in  tne  French 
1    '  Language,  ever  fince  the  Time  of  the  Conqueror. 
It  was,  alio,  ordained,  that  all  School-mailers  ihould 

teach 
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teach  their  Scholars  to  conftrue  in  Er^ti/h,  and  not  in  k,  Edward  in. 
French,  as  they  had  hitherto  ufed  (f).  Here  alfo,  it 
was  enabled  that  neither  Gold  nor  Silver  fhould  be  ufed 
in  Apparel,  Knives,  Girdles,  Chains,  Rings,  or  other 
bodily  Ornaments,  by  any  Man  who  could  not  fpend 
ten  Pounds  a  Year.  And  that  none  who  could  not  fpend 
100L  a  Year,  mould  prefume  to  wear  Silks,  Furs,  01 
other  precious  Garments  (g). 

On  the  laft  Day  of  the  Parliament's  fitting,  the  Peti- 
tions of  the  Commons  bein*  granted,  they  unanimoufly 
gave  the  King  twenty-fix  Shillings  and  eight  Pence,  on 
every  Sack  of  Wool,  for  three  Years ;  befides  the  for- 
mer Subfidy  on  Wool-fels  and  Skins,  And  now,  Bufr- 
nefs  of  that  kind  being  concluded,  the  aforefoid  Sir  Henry 
Green  declared  to  both  Houfes,  4  That  the  King  being 

*  then  arrived  at  the  Fiftieth  Tear  of  his  Age,  intended  to 

*  keep  it  as  a  Jubilee ;  and  to  pafs  feveral  A&s  of  Grace 

*  and  Mercy  to  his  People.  He  therefore  granted  a  ge- 
'  neral  and  fpecial  Pardon  for  alt  Crimes,  T*Yea1bn  it- 

*  felf  not  excepted,   without  any  Fine,  or  paying  of 

*  Fees  for  the  Seal ;    and   fet  all  Debtors  to  the 

*  Crown,  and  Prifoners  for  criminal  Matters,  at  Liberty.' 

A  a  3  The 
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if)  Hotting/bead' s  Cbron.  from  Caxton,  P.  396,  Thia  vru  made  on  a 
Petition  of  the  Commons,  That  the  Subject  might  underftand  the  Law,  by 
which  be  holds  what  he  hath  and  it  to  andcrjiand  what  he  doth. 

Daniel  in  Rennet.    P.  229. 

But,  adds  that  Author,  though  this  is  an  excellent  Act  and  worthy  fo 
fteat  a  Prince,  yet  he  had  dcferved  greater  Honour  if  he  couJd  have  freed 
the  Law  from  thofe  Difficulties  and  Myfteries  which  render  it  a  greater 
Affliction  to  the  People  than  a  Remedy. 

(g)  Moreover  it  was  enacted  that  no  Hufbindmen  or  Labourers  flinutd 
ufe  any  coftly  or  dainty  Diihes  at  choir  Tabler,  and  eat  but  one  Meal  a 
Day,  But  thefr  Sumptuary  Laws  had  little  or  no  Effect.  Haliingfbead  396, 
Thii  Statute  affected  the  Clergy  in  their  Habits  as  well  as  others. 

Collier*  *  Hift.  P.  559,  from  Adam  Myriimttb. 

And  as  provident  was  this  King  for  ordering  and  fecuring  of  his  own 
Treafure,  committing  the  Cuftody  of  it  to  Confcienee  and  Religion.  For 
try  a  Certificate  fent  to  Pope  Urban,  Anno  Regni  36.  concerning  Plu- 
ralities, and  the  Eftates  of  the  Churchmen  in  England^  there  were  more 
Clergymen  in  Office  about  the  King,  than  about  any  Prince  in  Cbrifttn- 
dom  befide.  For  firft,  Simon  Langbam,  Archbunop  of  Canterbury t  was  Chan- 
cellor of  England  j  William  frickbam  Archdeacon  of  Lincoln,  Keeper  of 
the  Privy-Seal  \  David  Wtlltr  Parian  of  Sommerjhan f  Matter  uf  the 
Roils;  ten  Beneficed  Priefts,  Civilians,  Milters  in  Chancery  j  William 
tfuifc  Dean  of  St  Martin  It  Grand,  Chief  Chamberlain  of  the  Exchequer, 
R/cciver  tni  Keeper  of  the  King's  Treafure  and  Jewels  j  William  Afiby 

Aichdeacoa 
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k.  Edwwd  in.  The  King 
confirmed 

And  Magna 

Charts  re-con- 
firm'd. 


alfo  confirmed  Magna  Charta ;  which  was 
no  lefs  than  ten  feveral  Times  in  this 
Reign.  Then  the  faid  Lord  Chief  Juftice  declared, 
that  the  King  created  his  fecond  Son  Duke  of  Clarence  \ 
which  Title  he  took  in  Right  of  his  Wife  j  who  was 
defcended  from  the  Earls  of  Clare*  a  Town  and  Cattle 
of  Suffolk.  Alfo,  the  King  created  his  Son  John,  Duke 
of  Lantajhry  in  Right  of  his  Wife,  who  was  Daughter 
and  Heirefs  to  the  laft  Duke  Henry ;  and  Edmund  his 
fifth  Son,  Eail  of  Cambridge.  Then  having  patted  fe- 
veral Statutes,  very  beneficial  to  the  Nation,  and  per- 
formed thefe  Acts  of  Grace,  already  mentioned,  the 
King  diflblved  this  Parliament  j  and  fpentthe  reft  of  the 
Year  in  all  kinds  of  Merriments  and  Diverfions  (A). 

The  next  Year  the  King  ifiued  out  his  Writs  of 
Summons,  dated  June  10.  for  a  Parliament  to  meet  at 
AnnoRegni  37.  Wsfiminpr*  on  the  fixth  Day  of  October  following ; 

'  when,  there  not  being  a  full  Appearance  of  Members, 
At  WeAminfter.  jfo  Houfes  were  adjourned  to  Friday  following.  At 
which  Time  Simon  Langham*  Bifhop  of  and  Chan- 
cellor of  England*  declared  before  the  Lords  the  King's 
Reafons  for  calling  this  Parliament.  He  faid,  '  That 
*  the  King  was  defirous  to  know  the  Grievances  of 

*  bis^ 


Archdeacon  of  Northampton,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  IVMu 
Digbton  Prebendary  of  St.  Martiti'i,  Clerk  of  the  Privy-Seal ;  RicbarA 
Cbfjiiijield  Prebendary  of  St.  Stephens,  Pat  Ton  of  Oundle,  Mafter  of  the?- 
King's  Wardrobe  ;  John  Nev/nham,  Parfon  of  Fenny -Stant ax ,  one  of  thc^~ 
Chamberlains  of  the  Exchequer,  »nd  Keeper  of  the  Treafury  and  Jewels  j 
yobrt  Rawfhy,  Parfon  of  Harwich,  Surveyor  and  Controu'er  of  the  King's*- 
Works  j  Thomas  Brittingbavt,  Parfon  of  Afbby,  Treafurer  to  the  Kin^ 
for  the  Part*  of  Guifnes,  and  Marches  of  Calais }  John  Troys,  Treafore^" 
of  Ireland^  a  Prieft,  and  beneficed  there.  Thefe  Mtn,  wbe  were  defti— - 
tute  ^/"Feminine  Allurements  to  Exptnce  and  Pomp,  and  devoted  to>  piou^ 
Thriitinefty  were  thought  the  JSlteJi  to  he  trvfied  with  bis  Riches  by  tbf^ 
wife  King,         Daniel  in  Kennett  or  rather  Biihop  Kemet  on  Daniel, 

(b)  The  elegant  Italian  Hifrorian  furns  up  thefe  Ails  of  Grace  in  th5» 
Manner,  Exults  revoaivit,  Perduellibus  pepercit,  Cujiodias  omnes  ditnifr# 
{mdonatii  Makjiciorum  Pcenis,    Leges  aliquot  fa/utaret  tulit  j  Privilege 
v!m,  a  Majoribus  Populo  irrogata,  qme  Vulgus  Magn*  Charrae  Immunr^ 
tares  <vocitatt  deintegro  conccjjit.         Poh  Verg.  Lib.  XIX.  P.  385. 
The  Title  of  the  Statute  is,  Dt  Pardonatione  faSa  Communitati  j9rtgli&* 
The  famous  Cuftom  of  our  King's  wafting  the  Feet  and  cloathiug 
fo  n)any  poor  Men,  on  Maur.daj  Tburfdayt  as  they  were  Year)  old,  began 
now  at  this  jubilee.    Speed' >  Cbron.  P.  .584.    Pol,  ftrg.  ut  fupra. 


Of  ENGLAND.  apj 

* c  his  Subjects ;  and,  particularly,  that  he  might  by  K  ££wlra  m. 

*  their  Advice  redrefs  any  Wrong::-  that  had  been  done 

*  to  Hcly  Church \  alfo,  to  reform  all  Enormities, 

*  efpecially  about  the  Manner  of.  exhibiting  Petitions 
m  in  Parliament."  Then  rhc  Commons  gave  the  King 
their  mofl  humble  Thanks  for  the  great  Goodnefs  he 
"had  (hewed  and  confirmed  unto  them  the  Jaft  Parlia* 
ment  i  and  humbly  prayed  *  That  the  King  would  en- 
c  join  the  Arch-Bifhops  and  all  other  of  the  Clergy,  that 

*  they  would  put  up  their  joint  Prayers  to  Almighty 

*  God  for  the  Profperky  of  his  Majefty,  in  order  to 

*  the  Peace  and  good  Government  of  the  Land,  and 
c  for  the  Continuance  of  his  Majefty *s  good  Affections 

*  towards  his  Commons.*  As  far  their  Petitions  to  the 
King,  and  his  Anfwers  to  them,  they  may  be  feen  in 
Cottons  Abridgment,  and  in  Jojhua  Barnes.  We  do 
not  find  any  Taxes  were  asked  or  given  this  Parliament ; 
and  for  the  Laws  made  in  it,  they  are,  alio,  in  the  Statutes 
at  forge. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  this  Parliament  continued  by  Pro- 
rogations 'till  the  third  of  November ;  when  the  Lord 
Chancellor  inPrefence  of  the  King  and  both  Houfes  de- 
clared, •  That  the  King  was  now  refolved  to  execute 
'  the  Statute  of  Apparel,  and  therefore  charged  them  all 

*  to  promote  the  fame.  *    He  then  demanded  of  both 
Houfes,  '  Whether  they  would  have  fuch  Matters  as  Difference  tt- 

*  they  agreed  on  to  be  by  Way  of  Ordinance  or  of  Sta-  tween  an  OrJi- 

*  tute  f*  They  anfwered,  '  By  Way  of  Ordinance^  that       *>d  a  su- 

*  they  might  amend  the  fame  at  their  Pleafure.*    By tatc* 
which  the  Reader  may  obferve  the  Difference  between 

an  Ordinance  and  a  Statute^  the  former  being  looked 
upon  as  a  Temporary*  the  other  as  a  Standing  Law  {k). 

On  the  4th  of  December^  in  the  Clofe  of  the  Year 
1364,  King  Edward  fent  forth  his  Summons  for  a  Par- 
liament to  meet  him  at  lVejlm\nftery  on  the  Oclaves  of 
St'Htllary,  or  January  the  21ft  following.  On  which 
Day  being  met  they  were  by  Proclamation  adjourn'd  to 
the  next  Morning  in  the  Painted  Chamber,  there  to  hear 

the 


(k)  In  thU  Parliament  it  was  enafled,  that  Poultry  AouJJ  be  fold  in 
the  following  Manner  j  a  young  Capon  for  3  d.  an  old  one  for  4</  9  a 
Hen  tor  %  d,  a  Goofe  for  4  d.  For  the  Statute  appointing  Apparel* 
See$wn;a  et  Urge.    A.  1 36 3. 
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K.  Edward  HI,  the  King's  Pleafure.    At  which  Time,  Bifhop  La  _ 

bam,   Lord  Chancellor  of  England*  began  a  long 
AnnoRegni  39,  and  formal  Harangue,  taking  for  his  Text  that  of  the 
1365.      Royal  Prophet ;  Faithful  Judgment  doth  adorn  the  King's 
At  Weftminfter.      .    *  From  whence  he  took  Occafion  to  extol  the 
1  great  Valour  of  the  King  his  Matter,  and  the  many 

*  Victories  which  by  God's  Afliftance  he  hadgaUVd  in 

*  his  Youth ;  not  forgetting  the  confhnt  and  dutiful 

*  good  Will  and  ready  Concurrence  of  the  King's  loy- 

*  al  Subjects,  towards  the  Furtherance  of  thofe  his  im- 

*  portant  Undertakings.    For  all  which,  as  the  King 

*  did  now  by  him,  return  them  his  hearty  Thanks,  to 

*  he  let  them  know  that  tor  his  Part  he  was  refolv'd 
c  tofeek  the  common  Peace  and  Tranquility  of  all  his 
'  People  :  Efpedally,  by  enforcing  a  due  Obfervance 
'  of  all  good  and  wholefome  Laws,  and  amending  fuch  of 

*  them  as  fhould  be  thought  defective  ;  as  alfo  by  efta- 
1  bhfhing  new  ones  as  Neceflhy  fhould  require/ 

They  then  proceeded  to  appoint  Receivers  and  Try- 
ers  of  Petitions  for  England,  Ireland,  Walci*  dsV.  as 
alfo  for  jfquitain,  and  other  Foreign  Countries.  Which 
done,  the  King  himfelf  fpoke  to  the  whole  Allembly  to 
this  Effe£t  : 

*  That  Citations  and  falfe  Suggeftions  were  daily 

*  made  to  the  Pope,  for  Matters  determinable  in  his  own 

*  Courts  of  this  Realm  ;  that  Provifions  were  procured 
1  from  Rome  for  Ecclefiaftical  Dignities,  to  the  great 

Scandal  of  the  antient  Laws,  and  the  Derogation  of 
his  Crown.    That  the  Treafure  of  the  Land  was  by 
'  thefe  Means  convey *d  away,  to  the  Diminution  of 

*  Church  Livings,  the  withdrawing  of  Divine  Service, 
Alms,  Hofpitflity,  with  other  good  and  acceptable 
Works,  and  the  daily  Increafe  of  all  Mifchiefs.* 

Therefore  he  required  them,  (  That  whereas  a  former 

*  Statute  had  been  made  j  another  Ad,  to  the  fame  Pur- 
t  fpofe,  but  more  ftr'wft,  fhould  alfo  be  prepared  againft 

the  Pope's  Proviftons  of  Bilhopricks,  and  other  Eccle^ 
fiaftical  Dignities  and  Benefices :  And  alio  againft  all 
thofe  who  have  obtained  or  fhould  obtain  any  fuch 
Benefices,  by  Virtue  of  fuch  Provifiom  j  or  fhoultL 
i'erve  any  Procefs,  or  Citations,  to  the  Court  of 
Romt  for  that  Purpofe/ 


The  King's 
Speech  againft  ' 
the    Encroach-  1 
jnents  of  the  See  ( 
©f  Rom?, 
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The  Reafon  of  the  King's  delivering  this  Injunction  K-  Iir« 
to  his  Parliament,  Viva  Voce*  was  becaufe  any  Man  of 
"left  Degree  than  himfelf,  would  have  been  in  Danger 
of  an  Ecclefiaftical  Cenfure  for  doing  it.    An  Aft  was,  whereupon  an- 
However,  made  accordingly,  and  pafs'd  this  Seflion ;  jj^  3Su£j|etlj* 
"which  may  be  found  in  our  printed  Statute  Books,  a-  poPe%3Bf?0vifit 
greeing  with  the  Record  ;  except,  that  as  Sir  Robert  oas. 
Cotton  obferves,  his  Holinefs  is  ufed  with  much  more 
^Freedom,  by  feveral  Biting  Expreffions  in  the  Record 
vhich  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  Print.  A  Myftery,  adds 
lie,  not  known  to  all  Men  (a). 

The  Petitions  of  the  Commonst  with  the  King's  An- 
Jwer  to  them,  come  next  in  the  Proceedings  of  this  Par- 
liament i  the  moft  remarkable  of  which  are  thele ; 

*  The  Commons  pray,  that  Three  Shillings  and  Four 

*  Pence,  laid  upon  every  Sack  of  Wool  at  Calais,  and 

*  all  other  unreafonable  Impofitions,  may  ceafe,'  An- 
fwer.  *  The  King  willeth  that  unreafonable  Impofiti- 

*  ons  may  ceafe.'  It  was  alio  then  agreed,  that  the 
Staple  being  removed  from  Calais,  one  fhould  be  held 
at  Meleomb-Regis,  and  another  at  Ipfwicb  ;  and  that  all 
Merchants  and  others  might  (hip  Wools  at  Lewes ,  for 

*their  Eafe,  or  in  other  Places.  The  Bufinefs  of  this 
Parliament  being  finifhed,  the  King  gave  Thanks  to 
the  Lords  and  Commons  for  their  good  AfFc&ions  to 
him,  and  on  the  fourth  Day  of  February  difmifs'd  them 
to  their  own  Homes. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  in  the  fucceeding  Year,  Anno  Regni  40. 
King  Edward  held  another  Parliament  at  Weft  ivtfler ;  1366. 
at  the  Opening  of  which,  in  the  Painted  Chamber,  the 
Bifliopof  E!y{b)>  Lord  Chancellor,  declared,  in  Pre-  Weft 
fence  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  the  Reafons  why 
this  Parliament  was  called,  which  in  Effect  were  thefe, 

*  That  fmce  the  King  had  fent  hiseldeftSon,  the  Prince 

*  of  Wales,  to  govern  the  Country  of  Aqunain  \  as  alfo, 

*  the  Duke  ol Clarence,  his  next  Son,  to  be  his  L:eute- 

*  nam  in  Ireland ;  bis  chief  Care  now  was  how  he 

*  might  govern  his  People  at  Home  in  the  beft  Man- 

*  ner.*  After  which  buth  Houfes  proceeded  to  nomi- 
nate Receivers  and  Tryeis  of  Petitions  as  ufual,  and 

adjourn'd 

fa)  Cotton's  Abridgment.    P.  100. 

fb)  Simo*  Laegham  s  He  WH  tranced  to  Canterbury,  A»J  1 566. 

Z<  AW*  Fafti, 


The  King  in-  « 
forms  the  P«!i-  e 
sment  that  the 
Pope  intended  to  1 
cite  him  to  do  c 
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K.  Edward  ill,  adjourn  M  to  the  next  Day,  when  the  Chancellor,  in  t 

Prefence  of  the  King,  Lords,  and  Gommons,  fpoke 
again  and  told  them,  4  That  lie  had  the  fray  before  in- 
form'd  them  in  general,  of  the  Occalion  of  their 
Meeting,  and  that  now  they  fhould  know  it  more 
particularly  ;  the  King  having  a  Matter  of  great  Im- 
portance to  communicate  to  them.  His  Majeliy  had 
lately  receiv'd  Notice,  that  the  Pope,  in  Confiderati- 
Crown^  °r    '  *  on  of  the  Homage  which  John  King  of  England  had 

*  formerly  paid  to  the  See  of  Rome,  for  his  Realm  ot 

*  England,  and  Dominion  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  Tri- 

*  bute  by  htm  granted  to  the  faid  See,  intended  by  Pro- 
'  cefs  to  cite  hi?  Mnjefty  to  appear  at  his  Court,  at  A- 

*  vignott,  to  anfvver  for  his  Defaults,  in  not  perform- 

*  ing  what  the  laid  King,  his  PredecefTor,  had  fo  under- 
'  taken  for  him  and  his  Heirs,    Kings  of  England. 

*  Whereupon,  the  King  required  the  Advice  of  his 
c  Parliament,  what  Courie  he  had  beft  take  if  any  fuch 

*  Procefs  mould  come  out  againft  him.' 
The  Bifhops,  Lords  and  Commons,  feverally,  defired 

Time  to  the  Day  following,  to  give  in  their  Anfwer  ; 
When,  being  again  aflembled,  after  full  Deliberation v 
they  declared  as  follows,  4  That  neither  King  John  nor ' 

*  any  other  King  could  bring  himfelf,  his  Realm  and 

*  People,  under  fuch  Subjection,  without  their  Aflent ; 

*  and  if  it  was  done,  it  wrss  without  Confint  of  Parlia- 

*  ment,  and  contrary  to  bis  Coronation  Oath  ;   that  he 

*  was  notorioufly  compell'd  to  it  by  the  Necefllty  of 

*  his  Affairs  and  the  Iniquity  of  the  Times  ;  wherefore 

*  the  faid  Eftates  enacted,  that  in  Cafe  the  Pope  mould 
'  attempt  any  Thing  by  Procefs,  or  any  other  Way 

*  to  conilrain  the  King  and  his  Subjects,  to  perforr 

*  what  he  fays  he  lays  Claim  to,  in  this  Refpect,  thej 

*  would  refill  and  withftand  him  to  the  utmoft  of  then 

*  Power.'  Thus  was  this  haughty  Demand  of  the 
Pope's,  by  the  flout  Oppofition  of  both  the  Prelacy  and 
Laiety  in  this  Parliament,  quafbed  forever  j  for  we  do 
not  find  that  it  was  ever  after  demanded.  Nor,  in  all 
Likelihood,  would  it  bfe  been  trumpd  up  now,  but 
out  of  Revenge  to  the  Proceedings  of  the  laft  Parliament 
againft  the  Encroachments  of  the  See  of  Rome,  It  feems 
King  Edward  was  fo  moved  at  the  Iniolence  of  th 

Deman 


Which  they 
highly  rtfcntj 


IS 

i 


N  D. 


"Demand,  that  he  caufed  it  now  to  be  ordained,  that 
from  that  Time  forward  St  Peter's  Pence  mould  not  be 
paid,  which  had  continued  to  be  To  from  the  Days  of 
King  fna,  the  Weft  Saxon  King,  about  the  Year  680 ; 
-who  had  granted  it  to  the  See  of  Rome,  in  Considerati- 
on of  an  Englijb  Seminary  or  School  to  be  continued 
there  forever  {c).  y 

There  were  ibme  other  Matters  tranfa&ed  this  Par- 
liament, particularly,  fettling  the  Differences  betwixt 
the  two  Univerfities,  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  the 
Mtndicant  Fryers,  who  exhibited  Complaints  againft 
each  other;  the  Particulars  whereof  are  not  to  our  Pur- 
pofe.  This  Parliament  fat  on  till  the  1 1  th  of  May, 
when  the  Lord  Chancellor  notified  to  them,  *  The 

*  Marriage  of  the  Princefs  Ifabella  to  the  Lord  Inge/ram 

*  de  Coucy,  who  had  a  large  Eftate  both  in  France  and 
«  England,  and  that  it  would  be  for  the  King's  Ho- 

*  nour  to  create  him  a  Peer  of  this  Realm  Which  the 
Lords  finding  convenient,  readily  agreed  to.  Where- 
upon the  King,  by  his  Letters  Patent,  created  him  Earl 
of  Bedford,  with  a  Grant  of  1000  Marks  per  Annum, 
out  of  the  Exchequer,  and  thirty  Marks  more  out  of 
the  Ifiues  of  the  County  of  Bedford,  to  be  paid  by  the 
Sheriff  of  that  County.  Mr  Tyrrel  here  oblerves,  that 
the  Parliament  did  not  quarrel  with  the  King,  or  find 
Fault  with  his  marrying  his  Daughter  to  a  Frenchman, 
tho'his  Subject  ;  or  that  he  had  conferred  upon  him  fo 
great  an  Eftate  belonging  to  the  Crown ;  or  laftly,  that 
he  would  now  make  him  a  Nobleman  of  England-,  for 
tho*  it  was  ufual,  adds  he,  for  this  King  not  to  create 
either  Dukes  or  Earls,  not  even  his  own  Sons,  without 
the  Privity  of  the  reft  of  the  Peers,  yet  we  do  not  find 
that  ever  he  asked  the  Confent  of  the  Commons,  or 
that  it  was  paG'd  into  an  Ad  or  Statute.  All  the  Char- 
ters of  their  Creations  being  granted  by  the  f£.ing  alone, 
and  the  Confent  of  the  Parliament  not  at  all  mentioned 
in  them. 

We  now  meet  with  an  Interval  of  two  or  three 

Years, 


K.  Edward  III. 

And  thereupon 
Peter- Pcrtcc  i* 
forbid  to  be  paid. 


(i)  However  it  was  but  a  temporary  Delay,  for  it  was  afterwards  collefted 
to  the  J5th  of  Henry  Vlil.  when  that  Prince  put  an  tgftfvat  Stop  to  it. 
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K.  Edward  ETC.  Years,  during  which  Time  our  Hiftorians  are  taken  up 
with  defcribing  the  Black  Princes  martial  Exploits  and 
Victories  in  Spain  ;  where  he  reftored  Don  Pedro  to  the 
Crown  of  that  Kingdom.  Things  did  not  go  fb  well, 
however,  in  France  and  Scotland,  as  we  lhall  lee  here- 
after ;  and  King  Edward  having  loft  his  fecond  Son, 
Prince  Lionel^  who  died  foon  after  his  fecond  Marriage 
in  Italy,  from  this  Period  we  mull  date  the  Turn  of 
that  good  Fortune,  which  had  hitherto  favoured  him 
throughout  his  whole  Reign. 
Anno  Regni  The  King  iflued  out  his  Writs,  dated  February  24, 
136S.  '  for  fummoning  a  Parliament  to  meet  at  tVeflminjlcr  the 
At  Weftminfter.  firft  oi  May  following.  When  being  met,  Dr Simon  Lang- 
bamt  then  Archbimop  of  Canterbury,  was  the  King's 
Prolocutor,  and  declared  to  the  whole  Afl'embly,  that 
it  was  his  Majefty's  Pleafure  that  they  mould  be  ad- 
journed for  three  Days ;  and  at  the  Time  appointed 
the  faid  Archbimop  opened  the  Caufe  of  their  Meeting 
to  this  Effect,  *  That  the  King  yielded  unto  God  Al- 

*  mighty  moft  hearty  Thanks  for  havirig  given  him 
c  the  Victory  over  all  his  Enemies  j  as,  alfo,  for  the 
*.  peaceable  and  flourifhing  Condition  of  his  Realm,  and 

*  for  the  great  Loyalty  of  his  Subjects,  and  their  con- 

*  ftant  Readinefs  to  ferve  him,  both  in  Body  and 

■  Goods;  all  which  Bleflmgs  he  defired,  as  much  as 

■  in  him  lay,  to  continue  or  rather  to  increafe.  And, 

*  that  he  might  the  better  fucceed  in  that  Refolution, 

*  he  had  at  this  Time  called  his  Parliament  to  confer 

*  with  them  concerning  Matters  relating  to  the  Pre- 

■  mines.*  Then  the  Receivers  and  Tryers  of  Petition^ 
were  appointed,  which  took  up  all  the  reft  of  that 
Day. 

On  the  Day  following  being  aflembled  again  as  ufual 
The  Scotch  offer m        P^nte^  Chamber,  the  faid  Archbimop  farther 
Pcjcc  nn  Condi-  declared  the  Subftance  of  a  Treaty  between  the  King's 
^"/jk^s^'Commiffioneraand  L)avid  Bruce,  King  of  Scotland,  who 
had  lately  made  this  Offer,  *  That  he  was  willing  to 
c  preferve  a  perpetual  Peace  with  England,  provided 

*  he  might  quietly  enjoy  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland,  free 

*  and  difcharged  from  all  Homage  to  that  Crown  ; 

*  fince  to  hold  it  otherwife  would  be  a  conftant  Re- 
«  proach  to  him  and  his  Kingdom/  Concerning  which 

Tetmi 


charged  from 
Homage, 


Terms  of  Peace  the  Lords  and  Commons,  being  alked  k.  Edwatd  hi. 

Their  Advice,  gave  in  their  Anfwers,  feverally,  to  one 

and  the  fame  Effect,  ■  That  they  could  not  aflent  toThePro  M  e_ 

*  any  fuch  Peace,  upon  any  Account,  without  a  Dif-j^'dby  Parila* 

*  herifon  of  the  King,  his  Heirs  and  Crown,  which  awut. 

*  they  themfelves  were  fworn  to  preferve,  and  there- 

*  fore  muft  advile  him  not  to  hearken  to  any  fuch  Pro- 
f  pofitions.' 

After  which  the  Archbifhop,  in  the  King's  Name, 
gave  Thanks  to  the  Eftates  in  Parliament,  *  For  their 
4  ready  Compliance  in  aflifting  the  King's  Wants  by 

*  Aids  and  Subfidies ;  and  mewed  them  further  how  at 

*  that  Time  the  King  flood  in  as  great  Need  as  ever 

*  of  a  confidence  Supply  to  difcharge  his  Debts,'  Upon 
which  the  Lords  and  Commons  granted  the  King,  for 
two  Years,  of  every  Wool-Pack  36  s.  8  dt  For  every 
twelve /core  of  Fells,  as  much;  and  13;.  4*/,  for  e- 
very  Laft  of  Skins,  over  and  above  the  old  Cuftoms. 
Then  certain  new  Statutes  were  prepared  for  the  Royal 
Aflent,  and  fame  old  ones  were  explained  and  confirm- 
ed, which  may  be  feen  in  the  printed  Statute-Books 
under  this  Year  (a). 

On  the  21  ft  of  May  the  King  gave  Thanks  to  the 
Lords  and  Commons  for  their  coming,  and  that  Day 
all  the  Lords  and  divers  of  the  Commons  dined  with 
his  Majefty ;  after  which  Sir  John  Leigh  was  brought 
before  him,  and  the  Lords  and  Commons,  to  anfwer 
certain  Objections  made  againft  him  by  IVilliam  Lati- 
mer, concerning  a  Lordfhip  belonging  to  Robert  Latimer, 
with  certain  Lands  which  had  been  granted  during  his 
Minority,  and  being  afterwards  granted  to  the  faid  Sir 
John  Leigh,  he  being  Steward  of  the  King's  Houftiold, 
compeU'd  the  faid  IViUiam  by  Durefs  of  Imprifonment 
to  furrender  up  the  Eftate  into  his  Hands  :  And  xho] 
Sir  John  excufed  himfclf,  as  being  the  King's  Grantee, 
yet  was  it  not  admitted,  becaufe  he  had  ufed  Force, 
and  had  not  outed  the  faid  William  by  due  Proccfs  of 
Law.  There  were  alfo  divers  other  Complaints  againft 
him,  that  as  Steward  of  the  King's  Houfhold,  he  had 
caufed  feveral  Perfons  to  be  attached  by  Order  of  the 

Council, 

(*)   Ret.  Pari.  43  Ed,  III.  K.  I.  J,  IQ, 
€ttten*i  Mrldg,  p,  108,  &c. 
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K.  Edward  in.  Council*  and  then  appear  before  him  alone,  and  make 
Anfwer  out  of  Council  j  with  fevera]  other  Mifdemea- 
nors.  Of  all  ihefe  Accufations  Sir  Jobn  not  being  able 
to  purge  himfelf,  he  was  by  Order  of  the  King  and 
Lords  committed  clofe  Prifoner  to  the  Tower,  and  or- 
dered to  pay  a  Fine  according  to  the  King's  Pleafure.^ 
This  Affair,  though  of  no  great  Moment  in  itJelf,  We 
think  neceffary  to  take  Notice  of,  as  it  is  the  firft  Pre- 
cedent to  be  met  with,  not  only  of  any  Accufuion  or 
Impeachment  of  a  Perfon  in  Parliament,  for  a  Ample 
Mifdemeanor,  and  not  for  Treafon,  but  alfo  where  the 
Offender  was  committed  to  Prifon  by  the  King  and 
Lords  at  a  private  Meeting,-  when  the  Parliament  was 
not  fitting. 

About  this  Time  another  War  with  France  feeming 
•  unavoidable,  the  French  King  having,  by  Treaties  and 
Embaflies,  deluded  Edward  'till  he  had  taken  an  Oppor- 
tunity to  feize  on  the  greater  Part  of  his  Dominion* 

AnnoRegni  43.  abroad,  he  called  a  Parliament  in  order  to  lay  this  Af- 
1369.    "'  fair  and  the  State  of  the  Nation  before  them.  They 

At  Weftmlnfter.  were  fummoned  to  meet  at  Weftminjler,  May  27,  this 
Year;  at  which  Time  the  King,  Prelates,  Dukes, 
Earla,  Barons,  Knights,  Citizens  and  Burgeiles,  af- 
fembled  in  the  Pain  ted- Chamber,  the  famous  William 
of  IVhlham,  Bifhop  of  JFtncheJler^  then  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, being  Prolocutor.  This  Prelate  told  the  Af- 
fembly,  *  That  the  King,  always,  in  his  greateft  Af- 
'  fairs  had  ufed  their  Advice  and  Counfel ;  in  which  he 
«  ever  found  them  truly  Loyal,  and  for  which  he 

*  thanked  them.  And  that  not  being  willing  any  Thing 
1  mould  be  unknown  to  tbem,  he  laid  before  them  the 

*  Peace,  which  by  their  Advice  he  had  concluded  with 

*  his  Adverfary  of  France^  fome  Time  ago.  The 
1  Conditions  of  which  were,  that  by  fuch  a  Day  he 

*  fhould  furrender  up  to  him  certain  Countries  beyond 

*  Seas  j  mould  pay  unto  him  certain  Sums  of  Money, 
1  at  ftated  Times ;  and  that  for  the  future  he  lhould 

*  never  pretend  to  any  Jurifdiclion  or  Sovereignty  over 

*  Gafcaigny  or  its  neighbouring  Parts.    In  Confideration 

*  thereof,  the  Englijl)  King  was  to  give  up  the  Stile 

*  and  Title  of  the  King  of  France  forever,  which  he 

*  had  accordingly  done.  But  his  faid  Adverfary  had 
'  nor  only  failed  to  make  Delivery  of  the  Lands  and 

'  Countries 


*  Countries  agreed  upon  ;  had  made  no  Payments  of  k.  Edvwd  ni; 

*  the  Money ;  but  had,  alfo,  fummoned  certain  Lords 

*  of  that  Country,  under  his  Jurifdi&ion,  and  even 

*  the  Prince  of  Walts  himfelf,  to  appear  before  him, 

*  on  a  Day  prefixed,  at  Paris,  to  anfwer  their  Appeals, 

*  which  was  contrary  to  the  Form  and  Tenor  of  the 

*  Peace.    Belides  all  this,  he  had  lent  a  great  Number 

*  of  Men  at  Arms,  and  others,  into  Qafioigny  $  and 
c  there  by  Force  had  taken  Towns,  CaftJes,  and  other 

*  Places ;  killed  fome  of  the  King's  Liege  People,  ta- 
c  ken  others  and  imprifoned  them  in  Hopes  of  great 

*  Ranfoms  ;  the  fame  he  had  alfo  done  in  Ponihku. 

*  That  becaufe  of  thefe  Ddlngs.  efpecially,  in  the  Prin- 
'  cipality  of  Aquitain,  againft  the  Form  of  the  Peace, 

*  the  Prince  had  fent  fpecial  Mefiengers  to  inform  the 

*  King  that  he  had  called  to  him  the  wifeft  Men  of  the 

*  faid  Principality,  and  treated  with,  and  propounded 

*  to  them,  whether,  by  Reafon  of  thefe  Things,  his 

*  Father  might  not  by  Right  retake  upon  him  and  ufe 

*  the  Name  of  King  of  France*  Who  ail  anfwered 
and  affirmed,  '  That  the  King  might  do  it  by  Right 

*  and  good  Faith.*  Upon  which  Point  the  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury  and  the  other  Prelates  were  charged  by 
the  King  to  *  treat  and  fhew  their  beft  Advice  aad 
Counfel. 

The  Prelates  took  two  or  three  Days  Time  to  deli* 
berate  upon  this  knotty  Cafe  of  Conference  j  4  Whether 
'  the  King  was  releafed  from  his  Oath  or  not  V  When 
the  whole  Aflembly  being  again  met,  the  Archbiftiop 
and  Bifhops,  with  one  Accord,  anfwered,  *  That  the 

*  King,  for  the  Caufes  above&id,  might  juftly  reaflume 

*  and  ufe  the  Name  of  King  of  France  by  Right  and 
1  good  Confcience.'    To  which  Sentence,  the  Dukes, 
Earls,  Barons,  Knights  and  Commons,  unanimoufly 
agreed.    After  which  Declarations  the  King  caufed  the  The  French  h». 
Great  Seal  of  England  to  be  changed  again,  along  with  fij^ij  wC 
his  other  Seals  ;  from  which  Time,  even  unto  this  is  naswhi,  "*J 
Day,  the  Kings  of  England,  his  Succeflbrs,  continue 
their  Arms  quartered  with  Frame  \  in  Token  of  that 
Right,  fays  Barnes,  to  which  King  Edward  fo  juftly 
now  renewed  his  Claim, 

The  Parliament  having  thus  agreed  to  renew  the  War, 
.  "  tho 
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ibeVxt  Thing  to  be  thought  of  was  the  Sinews 
Accordingly  the  King,  ordered,  '  the  State  of  the  Na- 

*  tion  to  be  laid  before  rhem  ;  and  becaufe  he  fhould 

*  be  at  great  Charge  to  maintain  his  Forces  both  by 

*  Sea  and  Land,  which  he  could  not  fupport  without 

*  their  Afliftance  ;  he  requefted  them,  therefore,  to 
'  confuk  and  advife  how  it  might  beft  be  done  with  the 

*  lea  ft  Charge  and  Damage  to  his  People.'  On  which, 
the  Lords,  by  therafelves,  and  the  Commons,  of  one 
Accord,  granted  to  the  King  a  Subfidy  on  Wools  ; 
that  is  43  J.  4  d.  on  every  Sack,  and  on  every  twelve 
Scce  of  Wool-fells  as  much ;  on  every  Laft  of  Lea- 
ther four  Pounds,  that  mould  be  exported,  befides  the 
antient  Cuftoms  for  three  Years,  to  commence  at  Mi- 
chaelmas next.  On  Strangers  was  laid,  for  every  Sack 
of  Wool  four  Marks,  and  every  twelve  Score  of  Fella 
as  much  j  and  on  every  Laft  of  Leather  the  fame 
Rite. 

Some  other  Matters  were  tranfafted  in  this  Parliament 
of  lefs  Notice  ;  as  that  all  the  King's  Forts,  Ports  and 
Fortrefles  fhould  be  furveyed,  repaired  and  edified  ;  that 
no  religious  Aliens  fhould  be  left  in  a  Capacity  to  dis- 
cover the  Secrets  of  the  Realm,  as  well  as  all  their  Pof- 
ieilions  to  be  feized  into  the  King's  Hands  ;  that  Re- 
medy nuy  be  had  again  ft  the  exceffive  Price  on  Ar- 
mour,   and  againft  the  unreafonable   Demands  of 
Dealers  in  Hories.    Laftly,  the  King  on  the  1 2th  Day 
of  yajtf  came  ro  the  Houfe,  and  gave  them  Thanks, 
from  his  own  Mouth,  1  For  the  great  Pains  they  had 
The  King  punts c  taken,  and  the  Aid  they  had  given  him  ;  and,  in 
fome  Sort  of  Recompence,  promifed  to  all  thofe 
Lords,  and  others,  of  whatioever  Degree,  Eftate,  Con- 
dition or  Nation  they  were,  who  would  maintain 
his  Caufe  and  Quarrel  againft  his  Enemies  of  France* 
that  they  fhould  hold  and  enjoy,  for  ever,  ail  they 
fhould  there  recover  and  conquer.;  whether  Dutehies* 
Earldoms,  Vifcounties,  Cities,  Towns,  Caftles  or 
LordfliipE,  Perfons,  Names,  Arms  and  Honours,  to 
hold  the.  laid  Poilcflions  of  him,  as  King  of  France,  by 
the  accuftomed  Dues  and  Services.    Referving  only  to 
himfelf  and  his  Heirs  all  Demefnes,  Royalties,  Ser- 
vices, Homages,  Dues,  Re  forts  and  Sovereignties, 

*  belonging, 


publick  Encou- 
ragement to  ail  t 
thefe  w  ho  fliould 
afiift  him  againft  f 
f  ranctr.  * 
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belonging  to  the  Crown  of  France  ;  and  excepting  K(  Edward  in. 

*  all  Church- Land?,  and  the  Lands  of  all  fiich,  who, 

*  without  Force  or  Difficulty  would  obey,  adhere  to, 

*  and  remain  in  Obedience  to  him  ;  and  of  their  own 

*  Good-Will,  would  aflift  him  in  his  Quarrel  againft  his 
1  laid  Adverfary.  Likewife,  the  King  commanded  that 
'  not  only  all  the  Bilhops  fhou'd  mufter  their  own 

*  Tenants  and  Servants ;  but  that  all  Parfons,  Vicars, 

*  Monks,  Fryars,  and  other  Religious  Perfons  of  the 

*  Clergy,  Ihould  be  in  Readinefs,  in  Cafe  of  an  Inva- 
f  lion,  to  refift  the  common  Enemy.'  And  then  he 
ditto! ved  this  Parliament  (b). 

The  War  began  now  to  be  entered  into  brifkly  on 
both  Sides  j  and  continued,  from  the  laft  Period,  a 
Year  or  two  with  various  Succefs.  But  the  Renewal 
of  the  War  was  not  the  only  Thing  that  difturbed  Ed" 
ward's  Repofe  j  the  Lofs  of  his  Queen,  who  died  in 
the  Year  1369,  was  a  very  great  Affliction  to  him. 
Befides,  the  valiant  Prince  of  Wales  being  taken  with 
a  lingring  Illnefs,  was  obliged  to  return  to  England,  for  , 
the  Recovery  of  his  Health  ;  leaving  his  Brother  J&hn9 
Duke  of  Lancajler,  his  Lieutenant  in  Aquitain*  After 
the  Prince's  Arrival  here,  Affairs  began  to  take  a  diffe- 
rent Turn  abroad  ;  the  French  had  gained  great  Advan- 
tage over  the  Englijh,  particularly  in  the  Principality 
of  Aquitain,  which  atarmed  King  Edward  10  much,  that 
he*  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  call  a  Parliament  to  aflc 
their  Advice  about  it. 

Accordingly,  Writs  of  Summons  were  iffued  out,  AnaoRe  .  ( 
dated  January  8,  for  a  Parliament  to  meet  on  Monday ,  i«p 
the  firft  Week  in  Lent>  which  was  February  24,  that  *.  - 

Year.  Being  all,  as  ufual,  affembled,  in  the  Painted-  At  Wcfcnmfter' 
Chamber  at  Weftminfter,  the  Lord  Chancellor  Wlcl- 
ham  opened  the  Caufe  of  the  Summons  to  be  for  'this 
t'urpofe,  '  That  fince  by  the  Aflent  of  the  laft  Par- 
*  liament  the  King  did  retake  upon  him  the  Title  of 
King  of  France,  becaufe  his  Adverfary  had  broke  the 
Peace,  and  claimed  the  Superiority  over  Jquitain% 
which  had  formerly  belonged  to  his  Father;  he  had  for 
this  and  feveral  other  Caufes  been  at  great  Expen- 
Vol.  I.  B  b  4  ces, 


(i)  Rot.  iff  r«m  Lond.  43.  Ed.  III.  Rymh'j  Fk4,  Tm,  VI,  Pi  63I1 
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K.  Edward  ill.  *  ces,  and  fent  fome  Men  of  Quality  and  others,  to 

*  mighty  Number,  to  conquer  and  recover  his  Right 
■j  That  the  K.ing  had  received  News  from  his  Friend 

and  Allies  that  his  Adverfary  had  made  himfelf  ftronj 
cr  than  he  hid  done  before  ;  and  ordered  fo  great  a: 
Army  to  be  brought  together,  that  in  all  Probabilt 
he  would  be  able  to  get  PofTeflion  of  all  his  La: 
and  Territories  beyond  Seas,  as  Well  in  Gajccigrty> 
at  Calais,  Guifnes^  Pontbieu,  and  other  Places.  F 
ther,  that  his  faid  Adverfary  had  fuch  a  Fleet  read 
as  fcemed  fufficient  to  deftroy  the  whole  Englijh  Nj 
vy  j  and  that  he  purpofed  to  fend  over  fuch  a  Lam 
Army  into  this  Kingdom,  as  might  be  equally  ah 
to  conquer  and  fubjeft  it  to  his  own  Power.  When 
fore,  the  King  earneftly  defired  the  Lords  and  Coi 
mons  to  confult  about  thefe  Points  \  and  advlfe  hi 
which  Way  the  Kingdom  might  be  fafely  guard 
the  Navy  preferved  from  the  Malice  of  his  Enemi 

*  his  Lands  beyond  Sea  kept,  the  War  maintain 
'  and  the  Reduction  of  the  French  effected/ 

Thefe  high  Matters  being  thus  laid  before  theParli 
Jaid™byZie* 3  ment,  many  Ways  and  Means  were  propofed  for  n 
Wnot z  Par-  ing  an  Aid,  which  were  freely  debated  betwixt 
haheh t  on   Lords  and  Commons.    At  laft/in  Conlideration  of  the 
SSSeW^T^*  Cofts  and  Charges  which  the  King  had  been  at, 
and  was  to  bear,  for  the  Reafons  given,  both  Houfes 
confented,  March  z8,  to  grant  a  Sublidy  of  50,000/. 
to  be  levied  on  every  Parifh  at  22  j.  3  L  ;  and  thofe  of 
greater  Value  to  contribute,  by  Rate,  to  thofe  of  lefs. 
The  Clergy,  here  alfo,  granted  the  King  a  feperatc 
Aid  of  ?o,ooo /.  more  for  one  Year,  towards  carrying 
on  the  French  War  ;  for  the  railing  of  which  extraor- 
dinary Sum,  from  that  Body,  the  very  Chantry-Priefta 
were  taxed  according  to  their  annual  Stipends ;  as  like- 
wife  all  other  fmall  Benefices  which  had  never  bei 
taxed  before  (t). 


(c)  Rot  Pari  45.  Ed.  III.  N.  I.  6.  7.  Cotton's  Abridg,  P,  3, 
•ihlUngJbtjd  makes  a  very  great  Miftake  here,  and  fays,  That  the 
Clergy  denied  this  Subfidy,  and  excufed  themfelves  with  fair  Word>  and 
ftmiRinfc  Anlwers  j  iniomuch  that  the  King  was  (o  difpleafed  at  them, 
that  he  removed  the  Chancellor,  the  Trcafurer  and  Privy  Seal,  being 
Clergymen,  from  their  Offices,  and  put  Laymen  in  their  ^tc»d*  P,  406. 
This  h«  togk  from.  Fahaa't  C&ren,  in  thu  Year. 
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A  great  Council  of  the  Eftates  fat  at  JVinchdltr  k.  Edward  nt4 
on  the  eighth  Day  after  Trinity  Sunday  this  Year ;  and 
was,  probably,  a  Committee  appointed  by  this  laft  Par-  ™*eftff' 
liament,  to  meet  and  fettle  the  aforefaid  Tax  on  Pa- 
ri flies.  The  King,  immediately  on  the  granting  this 
Subfidy,  had  fent  out  his  Writs  to  the  Sheriffs  of  every 
County  in  England^  to  caufe  them  to  return  to  him 
the  Number  of  the  Pa rifli-  Churches  in  each  Shire.  Af- 
ter which  the  Chancellor  acquainted  this  Committee, 
which,  as  it  appears,  confifted  of  Lords  and  Commons  \ 

*  That  the  Number  of  Parifties  in  England,  would  not 
c  anfwer  the  faid  Tax  of  50,000/.  as  might  appear  by 

*  the  Certificates  of  all  the  Archbiftiops,  Bifliops,  and 
e  Sheriffs,  made  and  returned  into  Chancery,  by  the 

*  King's  Warrant',    Thefe  Certificates  were  examined 
by  the  Committee,  and  many  Treaties  and  Conferences 
had  upon  the  Matter ;  at  faft,  to  compleat  the  Sum 
of  50,000  /.  the  faid  Committee  of  Lords  and  Com- 
mons granted  out  of  every  Parifti  in  the  Kingdom,  the  . 
Sum  of  1  to  Shillings,  the  former  Sum  of  az  s.  and  3  A  JJj*  Jj  "g^ 
being  included  ;  except  the  County  of  Cbefler^  which  by  a  council 
was  a  County  Palatine,  and  the  Church-Lands,  which  0nlJ» 
were  taxed  to  a  Tenth ;  and,  as  before,  Parifties  of 
greater  Extent  and  Value  were  to  be  contributary  to  the 
lefs.    John  Stawe  has  preferved  the  Lift  of  the  feveral 
Counties  of  England,  in  which  the  Number  of  Pariflies 
are  mentioned  and  their  feveral  Taxations  fixed  j  which, 
lince  it  is  the  firft  Tax  of  that  Kind,  that  we  have  yet 
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fc.  Edward  ill.     70Aua  Barnes  makes  the  Proceedings  of  this  Com* 
"  mhtee  at  Wtnchefter  go  on  with  the  laft  Parliament 
without  any  Diftinclion  :  But  Brady ,  and  Tyrrel,  afte 
Remarks  thei*-  Him,  calls  it  only  a  Great  Council,  at  IVtncbejUr  •  and 
m  fays  it  confifted  of  four  Bifhops,  four  Abbots,  fi> 

Earls,  fix  Barons,  and  fuch  of  the  Commons  as  th 
King  mould  pleafe  to  appoint,  who  were  of  the  lafl 
Parliament.  Mr  Tyrrel  goes  on  and  remarks*  th 
this  is  a  plain  Proof  of  the  Difference  between  a  Coun- 
cil and  a  Parliament;  the  former  confining  of  fuch 
Bifhops,  Peers  and  Commons  as  the  King  pleafed  to 
call  to  it,  and  the  other  of  all  the  Bifhops,  Earls,  Ba- 
rons of  England^  together  with  the  Knights,  Citizens 

and 
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The  Sum  of  #11  the  Shires  in  England,  without  the  City  *f  London,  1 
the  Bifhopiitk  of  Durham  be  37,  and  of  Parifli  Churches  86oof  and  all 
the  Mornsy  enjounted  unto  50,181  /.  8*.  &c.  Of  the  which  was  withdrawn 
a8l  /,  3  j.  by  die  Reaion  that  t'ariflies  in  the  County  of  St0blt  paid 
but  Hi*.  7  d.  And  the  Pari  flies  in -the  County  of  Devon/km,  paid 
but  in  j.  to  d.  for  their  great  Poverty,  and  fo was  the  King  anfwered 
50,000  /,  6Vswft  p.  269,  But  there  foros  to  be  a  Miflake  m  b* 
talc ula  ions. 
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and  Burgefles,  elecled  by  their  fevera]  Counties,  jd,^  Hfc 
Cities,  &c.  But  adds.  How  fuch  a  Council  could  take 
upon  them  to  alter  or  add  to  a  Tax,  that  had  been  al- 
ready granted  by  the  WbtU  Parliament,  is  to  him  unin- 
telligible. From  which  we  reafonabJy  conclude  that 
this  great  Council  was  no  more  than  a  Committee  of 
Parliament  as  we  h  ive  called  it ;  to  meet  and  do  Bufi- 
nefs,  to  fave  the  Expence  and  Trouble  of  another 
general  Afiembly.  And  it  is  remarkable  that  the  Tranf- 
fadlions  of  this  Council  and  of  the  preceding  Parliament 
are  entered  in  the  fame  Roll,  and  the  Numbers  con* 
tinued  as  if  it  was  one  and  the  fame  Aflembly  (e). 

We  have  been  the  longer  in  this  Remark,  becaufe  it 
is  hitherto  unprecedented  in  our  Enquiries,  that  ever  fuch 
a  Power  was  given  to  a  Council  in  thefe  later  Reigns, 
or  that  a  Committee  mould  have  it  delegated  to  them 
by  Parliament.  For,  not  only,  the  Grant  of  this  ad- 
ditional Tax  was  read  before  the  Lords  and  Commons, 
there  aflembledj  and  the  Names  of  the  Collectors  given 
in  by  the  Knights  of  Shires,  and,  alfo,  the  Names  of 
the  Lords  and  others  that  were  affigned  to  fee  the  Tax 
duly  alleiled  and  levied  ;  but  an  Affair  of  a  much  higher 
Nature,  in  Regard  to  the  Prerogative  Royal,  was  tranf- 
adled  at  this  Time. 

The  Petitions  of  the  Commons,  which  were  not  an-   *  BaMB 
fwered  in  the  preceding  Parliament,  were  anfwered  at  petitioo,  that 
this  Council.    Amongft  which  the  following  is  very  none  of  the  gre« 
remarkable.  Offic?0J[S,?le 

4  For  that  it  had  been  declared  to  the  King  in  the  SgymcT  1 

*  late  Parliament  by  all  the  Earls,  Barons  and  Com- 

*  mons  of  England^  "  That  the  Government  of  the 
**  Kingdom  had  for  alongTime  been  managed  by  Men 
'*  of  the  Church,  whereby  many  Milchiefs  and  Da- 
"  mages  had  happened  in  Time  heretofore,  to  the  Dif- 
**  herifon  of  the  Crown,  and  to  the  great  Prejudice  of 
4i  the  Kingdom     That  it  would  therefore  pleafe  the 

*  King,  that  Laymen  of  fuflicient  Abilities,  and  no 

*  Others,  might  for  the  future  be  made  Chancellor, 

*  Treafurer,  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Seal,  Barons  of  the 

*  Exchequer,  Comptroller,  or  other  Great  Officers,  and 

*  Governors  of  the  Kingdom  i  and  that  this  Ma  iter 


might 


(t)  Sec  Sir       Cotton's  Abridgment,  p.  3. 
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k.  Edward  III.  *  might  be  fo  eftahlHhed,  that  it  mould  never  be  de- 

*  feated,  or  any  thing  done  to  the  contrary  in  Time 

*  to  come,  Saving  to  the  King  the  Removal  and  Choice 

*  of  fuch  Officers,  yet  fo  as  they  mould  be  Laymen.* 
The  King's  Anfwer  was,  *  He  would  do  in  this  Point 

*  what  Teemed  beft  to  him  by  Advice  of  his  Council.' 
Though  the  King  was,  as  ufual,  very  concife  in  his 

Anfwer  to  this  Petition,  yet  we  find  that  he  thought 
mkh  the  King  of  it  afterwards  ;  for  in  a  little  Time,  JVilliam  of 
complies  with.  Wdham,  Bifliop  of  IVimkejhry  and  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  England*  did  deliver  up  the  Great  Seal  to 
the  King  at  Wejlminfler^  which  was  immediately  given 
to  Sir  Robert  Thorp*  one  of  the  King's  Judges  in  the 
Law.  At  the  fame  Time  Tkmai  Brenthgham^  Bi- 
fhop  of  Exeter^  was  removed  from  being  Lord  Trea- 
surer ;  and  was  fucceeded  by  Richard  Lord  Scroop  of 
Bolton.  Barnei  fays,  that  it  was  then  enacTred  that  for 
the  future,  the  Chancellor,  Treafurer,  and  Keeper  of 
the  Privy  Seal,  mould  not  be  Clergymen ;  but  that 
fecular  Perfons  only  fliould  have  thofe  Employ- 
ments (e). 

The  fame  Author  has  given  us  feveral  Petitions  and 
Anfwers  of  the  King  to  the  Commons  at  this  fecond 
Seflion,  as  he  terms  it,  which  may  be  thought  too 
tedious,  and  therefore  we  omit  them.  But  an  Em- 
bafTy  from  the  Pope,  which  happened  at  this  Time, 
may  be  worthy  of  Notice.  Two  Cardinals,  one  of 
them,  Simon  Lang  bam,  late  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury^ 
and  Chancellor  of  England*  which  he  had  refigned  for 
the  more  Apoftolical  Dignity  of  Cardinal,  C3V.  were 


tne  more  n^unum-di  j^/%imy       v-amumi,  ut.  wcic 

fent  by  his  Holinefs,  with  Letters  of  Credence,  to  treat 
effectually  with  King  Edward*  about  fettling  of  a 
Peace  between  the  two  Crowns  of  France  and  Eng- 
land j  but  this  was  without  any  Succefs,  for  the  latter 

had 

(f)  Mr  Collier  obferves  that  tbis  Reptefentation  of  a  public  Difad- 
vantapc  of  preferring  the  Clergy  to  Places  of  Power  and  Truft,  is  corw 
tradi£led  in  the  Preamble  of  an  Aft  made  in  this  King's  Reign  j  for  in 
the  Statute  of  Prtvifiri  it  is  fiid,  *  That  the  Kings,  in  Times  paft,  were 

*  wont  to  have  the  greateft  Part  of  their  Council  of  Prelates  and  Clerks  for 

*  the  Safeguard  of  this  Realm  ;  and  thpt  the  Pope  by  preferring  Foreigners 
f  M  Offices  in  England,  unfurniflied  the  CouneihScardt  and  difappointed 

*  the  Government. *  And,  adds  that  Author,  this  was  urged  as  one  Rca- 
fon  for  palling  the  Act,  and  preventing  Papal  ProviGoni.  Cotlicr't  Bccltf. 
H,J).  Vol.  I.  P.  561. 
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had  loft,  and  the  former  had  gained  too  much,  at  thatK.  Edward  nu 

Time,  to  be  recovered  any  other  Way  than  by  the 

Sword. 

The  unfortunate  Part  of  Edward's  Life  was  now  in 
its  Crifis  ;  Affairs  in  France  grew  every  Day  worfe 
and  worfe,  and  Charles  the  French _  King  without  much 
Trouble  or  ■  Danger,  regained  thofe  Lands,  Cities  and 
Countries,  which  it  had  coft  the  other  fo  much  of  both 
to  win.  The  City  of  lours,  belonging  then  to  the  Eng- 
Itfhy  >was  clofely  befieged  j  and  the  Garrifon  obliged  them- 
felves  to  furrender,  if  they  were  not  relieved,-  by  fuch 
a  Day,  by  King  Edward  or  one  of  his  ,Sons.  To  do 
this,  the  King  raifed  a  mighty  Army,  and  withTheWarwitI> 
four  hundred  Sail  of  Ships  put  to  Sea  for  its  Refcue ;  but  France  unfuc- 
the  Winds  proving  contrary,  he  and  his  whole  Fleet 
were  tofs'd  about  for  five  or  fix  Weeks,  and  then  forced 
to  return  Re  infecla:  This  was  the  laft  and  moft  un- 
fortunate Voyage  that  King  Edward  ever  made,  fince 
by  thefe  Accidents  he  loft  almoft  his  whole  Domini- 
ons on  that  Side  the  Water. 

Before  the  King  fet  out  on  this  laft  Expedition,  he  left 
his  Grandchild  Richard,  now  only  Son  to  the  Black  Prince, 
a  Youth  fcarce  feven  Years  old,  Guardian  of  the  Realm ; 
appointing  him  a  Council  for  the  Management  of  all 
public  Affairs  if).  On  the  firft  of  Sept ember in  t^e 
Year  1372,  Writs  of  Summons  were  iflued  out,  in 
the  Name  of  this  young  Guardian,  for  a  Parliament 
to  meet  fifteen  Days  after  Michaelmafs.  But  before 
that  Time  the  King  was  returned  into  England,  fb 
new  Writs  were  fent  out,  dated  at  IVinchelfea,  the  6  th 
of  Oclober,  by  which  he  adjourned  the  faid  Parliament 
to  the  3d  of  November  following.  Trie 

if)  Jojbua  Barnes  writes,  that  this  was  done  in  Parliament,  and  the? 
Succefiion  of  this  Prince  to  the  Crown  of  England,  after  the  Death  of  hia 
Father  and  Grandfather  fettled  in  that  Afiembly  j  when  the  King,  the 
Prince,, and  his  other  Sons,  and  the  reft  of  the  Lords,  fwore  to  the  Suc- 
ceflion,  and  figned  an  Inftrument  to  that  Purpofe.  The  Commons,  he 
fays,  gave  their  Confents  only  by  holding  up  their  Hands.  But  Mr  Tyrrel 
hasexploded  this  Error  in  Vroifartt  from  whofe  Authority  Barnes,  quotes, 
and  lays,  that,  befides  the  Ablurdity  of  the  Relation,  in  making  the  King 
himfelf  fwear  to  the  Succeffion  of  his>  Grandfon,  there  is  no  Mention 
made  of  any  fuch  Tranfadtions  either  in  our  Parliament-Rolls,  or  any 
Hiftorian,  in  Print  or  Manufcript,  befides  thia  Writer  ;  from  which  he 
concludes  it  to  be  a  Miftake,  or  MiAnformation,  in  mtfdating  this  Tranf- 
adtion  j  (or  Prince  Richard  was  not  declared  Heir  apparent  to  the  Crown, 
*tUl  three  Years  after  in  full  Parliament.    Tyrret,  Vol.  III.  P.  734. 
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"IT* 
At  Wcfiminftcr. 


K.  Edwutf  in.     The  Lords  and  Commons  being  all  aJTembled  in  the 
oR    .     fPV>ite- Chamber  at  Wefiminfter^  on  the  Day  appointed, 
nnoI3^1  ^'  Sir  /fr«ry  Brytf«  acquainted  them,  *  That  the  Prince  of 

*  Walesa  having  by  a  Grant  from  his  Father  enjoyed 
Guienne,  he  had  often  by  Letters,  fcfr.  fignified  to 

*  the  King,  that  the  Revenues  and  Profits,  arifing  from 

*  that  Principality,  did  not,  nor  could  fuffice  to  main- 

*  tain  him  and  fupport  the  Government  and  Wars  a- 

*  gain  ft  the  French  their  Enemies,  and  other  neceflary 
'  Charges,  without  a  great  Affiftance  from  the  King ; 

*  and  that  the  Pritlce  having  made  thefe  Things  ap- 

*  pear  to  the  King  and  Council,  when  firft  he  came 

*  into  England^  had  therefore  iurrendrcd  into  the  King's 

*  Hands  the  faid  Principality,  and  all  he  could  claim 

*  there  by  venue  of  his  Grant,  in  the  Prefenoe  of  the 

*  King  and  Lords  of  his  Council.'  The  next  Day 
the  faid  Sir  Henry,  in  the  (lime  Place,  and  before  the  faid 
Aflembly,  more  exprefly  declared  the  Caufe  of  their 
Summons  to  this  Effect, 

*  That  the  King,  by  Advice  of  his  Parliament,  had 

*  ordered  feveral  Commanders  of  Note  to  go  over,  fome 

*  into  Gafcsigny  and  others  to  Calais^  to  oppofe  the  De- 

*  figns  of  his  Enemies,  and  to  make  War  upon  them 

*  by  all  the  Ways  they  could  :  But,  that  afterwards, 

*  upon  the  fudden  News  that  came  to  the  King  of  their 

*  March,  he  went  himfelf  to  Sea  with  the  reft  of  his 

*  Forces ;  yet  by  re.ifon  of  the  Winds  being  contrary, 

*  and  other  unavoidable  Accidents,  he  was  forced  to 

*  return  without  doing  any  Thing.    That,  after  having 

*  fummon'd  this  prefent  Parliament,  he  adjourn'd  the 
'  fame,  in  order  that  the  Lords  who  were  with  him  at 

*  Sea  might  be  alfo  there,  that  by  the  good  Advice  and 
c  Council  of  them  all  he  might  do  the  beft  he  could 

for  the  Safety  of  the  Nation  \  and  refill  and  oppofe  the 
Malice  of  his  Enemies,  who  had  made  themfelVes, 
by  Land  and  Sea,  much  ftronger  than  ever  they 
■were  before.  He  defired  therefore  the  Prince,  Pre- 
lates, Dukes,  Earls,  Barons  and  Commons,  on  the 
King's  Behalf,  that  they  would  confuJt  about  this 
Matter,  and  give  him  fuch  Counfel  and  Aid,  as 
lhould  feem  to  them  moll  profitable  to  the  Nation, 
and  fufiicient  to  reduce  the  Power  of  his  Enemies.* 

The 
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The  Prince,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  Eftates,  coh-k,  tawA 
fidering  the  great  and  exceflive  Charges  andExpence 
the  King  was  to  be  at  for  the  Defence  of  the  Nation, 
and  maintaining  the  War  againft  his  Enemies,  granted 
him  the  former  Sublidies  on  Wool,  Leather  and  Wool- 
fells,  for  two  Years  longer,  to  begin  at  Micbatlmafs  laft 
paft,  viz.  of  every  Sack  of  Wool  that  was  fhip'd  out  of 
England^  zi  3  s.  4  d  ;  of  every  twelve  Score  of  Wool- 
fells  a3  much  ;  of  every  Laft  of  Leather  4  /.  of  Denizens, 
befides  the  old  Cuftom  :  Of  Foreigners  four  Marks  on 
every  Sack  befides  the  old  Cuftom  ;  as  much  on  every 
twelve  Score  of  Wool-fells,  and  $1.  6  s,  2d,  on  every 
Laft  of  Leather. 

But,  whereas  the  laid  Subfidy  and  Cuftom  fo  granted 
could  not  be  fufficient  for  the  great  Expence  and  Charge  a  Supply 
the  King  was  to  be  at,  for  the  Caufes  aforefaid,  as  it  ed  on  that 
was  plainly  made  out  to  them  ;  the  faid  Eftates,  more- 
over, granted  a  Fifteenth  for  one  Year,  to  be  levied  as 
the  laft.  Then  on  the  23d  of  November,  the  faid  Lords 
and  Commons  again  aflemblcd  in  the  l¥hitc-Cham- 
btr9  when  the  Chancellor  declared  to  the  King,  *  How 
1  kind  the  Parliament  had  been  to  him  in  granting  him 
1  the  faid  Sublidies  and  Fifteenth^  who  very  heartily 
thanked  them 'for  their  great  Aid;  and  then  the  Peti- 
tions of  the  Commons  were  read  and  anfwered  accord- 
ing to  Cuftom.  After  which,  the  Knights  of  Shires 
had  Leave  to  depart,  and  fue  out  Writs  for  their  Wages 
and  Expences,  but  the  Citizens  and  Burgeiles  were 
commanded  to  ftay.  Whereupon,  they  being  again 
aflembled  the  fame  Day  before  the  Prince,  Prelates,  and 
Lords,  granted  for  the  fafe  convoying  of  their  Ships  and 
Goods,  a  Cuftom  of  two  Shillings  on  every  Tun  of 
Wine,  imported  or  exported  out  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
Sixpence  in  the  Pound  on  all  their  Goods  of  Merchan- 
dize for  one  Year  (g). 

On  the  21ft  of  November  the  next  Year,  another 
Parliament  met  by  Summons  at  Weftminfler,  In  the 
Writs  to  the  Sheriffs  were  thefe  unufual  Claufes,  viz. 

*  To  caufe  to  be  chofen  two  dubbed  Knights,  or  the  moft 

*  worthy  honeft  and  difcreet  Efquires  of  that  County, 

*  the  moji  expert  in  Feats  of  Arms,  and  no  others  j  and  ot 

every 

(g)  Rot,  Pari,  46.  Ed.  3.  (  N.  1.  a,  3.  9. 

Thii   prove*  that  the  Citizens  and  Burgcflcs,  in  Parliament,  were 
Merchants  and  Traders  in  tkofc  Dj j  s, 
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:  Edmid  in.  *  every  ^v two  Citizens,  of  every  Borough  two  Bur- 
'  geiles,  difcrcet  and  fufficicnt,  and  fuch  who  bad  tit 

nno  Regni  47. c  greateft  Skill  in  Shipping  tnd  Merchandizing. 

The  King,  Prince,  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  Grot 

t  Weftminfter.  Men  and  Commons,  being  aflembled  in  the  Paintti- 
Chamber ,  Sir  *]ohn  Knivet,  then  Lord  Chancellor,  de- 
clared the  Caule  of  the  Summons,  telling  the  Lords  and 
Commons,  *  They  knew  very  well  that  after  the  Peace 
4  between  the  King  and  his  Adverfaries  of  France,  had  been 

*  apparently  broken  by  them,  the  King  had  many  Tims 

*  lent  great  Armies  abroad  to  recover  his  Rights,  and  to 

*  reftrain  the  Malice  of  his  Enemies  ;  and,  lately,  had 
c  fent  his  Son,  the  King  of  Cqflile  and  Leon  and  Duke 

*  of  Lancafler,  with  many  Lords  and  others,  to  op- 

*  pofe  the  Attempts  of  the  French,  who  by  their  good 

*  and  noble  Conduct,  and  Feats  of  Arms,  had^done 

*  great  Damages  and  Deftruftion  to  his  Adverlaries,  n 
c  they  well  knew ;  to  the  no  fmall  Honour  of  the  Kin& 
c  and  the  Peace  and  Tranquility  of  the  Kingdom.  That 
c  befides  the  Sum  granted  by  tho  lail  Parliament  to  tbe 
c  King  in  Aid  of  thefe  Wars,  great  and  heavy  as  it  wai 

*  upon  the  People,  he  had  expended  a  great  Sum  of  his 
8  own  more  than  that  Subfidy.  Further,  the  Lords  and 
«  others  who  had  ventured  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  to 

*  defend  them  from  their  Enemies,  ought  to  be  well  re-. 

*  freflied  and  comforted  with  Force  and  Aid,  and  that 
c  with  as  much  Speed  as  poflible,  as  was  well  known  to 
c  many  of  this  Affembly  who  had  been  in  the  lame  Con- 

*  dition  themfclves :  Alfo,  that  their  Enemy  of  Fram 
4  made  himlelf  as  ltrong  as  he  could,  not  only  by  his  own 
«  People  and  Allies,  but  by  Strangers  of  different  Coun- 

*  tries,  and  by  all  the  Ways  he  was  able,  both  by  Land 
c  and  Sea.    Wherefore  the  King  charged  and  befought 

*  them,  confidering  the  Dangers  that  might  happen  to 

*  the  Kingdom  for  thefe  Caufes,  that  they  would  fpeedi- 

*  ly  confult  upon  the  Matter,  and  give  the  King  fuch 

*  Advice  as  might  be  for  the  Safety  of  him,  the  Nation, 

*  and  themfelves.  Laftly,  the  King  told  them  by  him, 

*  that  this  Bufinefs  required  a  very  fpeedy  Difpatch;  and 
«  that  he  defired  that  all  Manner  of  Petitions,  and  other 

*  particular  Affairs,  might  be  pollponed  until  this  had  a 

*  good  Iflue.    After  which,  he  commanded  the  Com- 

€  mom 
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c  mons  to  consider  and  give  their  Advice,  upon  the  K.  Edward  Hi. 
■  Points  abovefaid  ;  telling  them,  they  might  depart 
*  for  that  Day,  and  come  again  in  the  Morning.' 

During  this  Confukation  a  Committee  of  Commons 
was  fent  to  the  Lords,  in  the  Name  of  the  reft,  to  de- 
fire  they  might  have  fome  Btfhops,  Earls  and  Barons, 
with  whom  they  might  treat  and  confer,  for  the  better 
Iflue  of  the  Matter  enjoined  them.    They  named  the 
Bifliops  of  London^  IVinchejier^  and  Bath  and  Wetts,  the 
Earls  of  Arundele,  March  and  Salifbury^  and  the  Lords 
Guy  Brian  and  Henry  k  Scrape ;   and  it  was  agreed 
that  they  fbould  go  to  the  Commons,  and  treat  with 
them  in  the  Chamberlain's  Chamber.  This  Confukation  Am 
lafted  a  whole  Week,  that  is  to  the  Eve  of  &t  Andrew,  or  fc^e  Rnpofe. 
Ncvemberzg  j  on  which  Day  the  King,  Bifhops,  Lords 
and  Commons  being  again  aflembled,  in  the  ffibite- 
Chamber,  the  Commons  delivered  to  the  King  a 
Schedule,  containing  an  Aid  granted,  which  was 
read,  beginning  thus,  The  Lords  and  Commons  of  Eng- 
land have  granted  to  the  King,  in  this  prefent  'Parlia- 
ment a  Fifteenth,       the  Subftance  of  which  Grant  was 
two  Fifteenths  to  be  levied  in  two  Years,  according  to 
the  antient  Manner,  to  be  paid  at  Candlemafs  and  Mid- 
summer ;  and  if  the  War  ended  the  fir  ft  Year,  the  fecond 
Fifteenth  not  to  be  paid.    Alfo,  Sixpence  upon  every 
Pound  Value  of  Merchandize  going  out  of  the  Kingdom, 
except  upon  Wool,  Leather,  Wool-fells,  and  Wine  ; 
of  every  Tun  of  Wine  two  Shillings  for  two  Years,  on 
the  fame  Condition  ;  likewife  the  Sublidy  on  Wool  to 
be  received  after  Mithaelmafs,  without  Condition  for 
the  firft  Year,  but  under  the  fame  Condition  for  the 
fecond.    Thefe  Subfidies  were  granted  on  Provifo,  that 
"no  other  Charge- or  Impofition  fhould  be  laid  upon  the 
t^eople  for  thofe  two  Years.    Laftly,  the  Commons 
f>rayed,  that  what  was  granted  might  be  fpent  in  main- 
taining the  Wars;  and  that  no  Knights  of  Shires  or 
JZfqwres,  Citizens  or  Burgejfes,  returned for  this  Par/ia- 
*nenty  might  be  Collectors  for  this  Tax  (h). 

This 

(b)Rot.  PtrL  47.  Ed.  III.  N.  4,  5.    Cottons  Abriig.  p.  u6. 

From  hence  it  appears  dcmonftrativcly,  to  have  been  the  Senfe  of  Parlia- 
ments in  thofe  Days,  That  fuch  who  had  a  Vote  in  the  Granting  of  4 
Ta* ,  fliould  have  no  Share  in  the  Colltfling  of  it  }  and  that  Confeouently 
%  flace- BiU  «  00  Novelty  in  the  Confutation. 
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k.  Edwwi  in.  Xhb  Schedule  being  deliverM  to  the  King  was  read 
before  him,  after  which  ihe  Commons  requeued  an 
Anfwer  to  their  Petitions,  which  was  promifed  >  t 

Com  Jpoo  chief  whereof  were  thefe. 

gaming  an  Aid     Petition.  That  the  Great  Charter  and  Charters  of  that 

to  the  King.    porcft  be  kept, 

Anfwer,  It  pleafeth  the  King. 

Petition.  That  the  City  of  London,  and  all  other 
Cities  and  Towns  may  enjoy  their  Liberties,  any  Sta»- 
tute  notwithftanding. 

Anfwer.  Let  any  ftiew  the  Breaches  m  particular,  and. 
they  mall  be  anfwered. 

Petition.  That  the  Staple  be  kept  in  Calais^  and  no* 
Patent  or  Grant  be  made  to  the  contrary. 

Anfwer.  The  King  will  appoint  the  Siaple  as  to  him. 
and  his  Council  mall  feem  heft. 

Petition.  Certain  Counties  there  named  do  pray,  that 
for  their  eafier  Carriage  of  Wools,  a  Staple  may  be  at 
Lynn. 

Anfwer.  The  King  granteth  thereto,  fotbat  Hill  the 
Staple  at  Tar  mouth  mall  continue. 

Petitkn.  That  as  for  theTythe  of  Wood  above  twenty 
Years  Growth,  it  may  be  Enacted,  that  no  Tythe  mall 
be  due,  and  that  in  all  luch  Cafes  a  Prohibition  may 
be  granted. 

Anfwer,  Such  Prohibition  mail  be  granted,  as  hath 
heretofore  been  ufed. 

Petition,  That  Remedy  may  be  had  againft  the  Chi- 
rograph er,  becaufe  he  will  not  engrofs  any  Fine  within 
the  Term,  until  the  Foot  of  the  Fine  be  fretted,  unleis 
he  may  have  three  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  or  four 
Shillings,  more  than  his  due  Fee  of  four  Shillings. 

Anfwer,  Let  the  Aggrieved  come  to  the  Common- 
Pleas  and  he  mall  have  Right. 

Petition.  That  the  Statute  of  Labourers  may  be  exe- 
cuted four  Times  in  the  Year,  and  that  the  Juftices  may 
be  removed  for  not  doing  their  Duty  (i). 
Anfwer,  The  King  granteth  thereto. 
Petition.  That  Villenage  may  be  only  tried  where  if 
is  laid,  and  no  where  elfe. 

Anfwer.  The  King  meaneth  not  to  alter  the  Law  as 
to  this  Point. 

Petition. 

(i)  See  before ,  P,  274. 
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Petition.  That  Matters  of  Ships  rtull  be  paid  their  K»  JWwwl  » 
Wages  for  them  and  their  Mariners,  from  the  Day  of 
their  being  appointed  to  ferve  the  King. 

Anfwer.  The  taking  up  of  Ships  {hall  not  be  but  up- 
on Neceffity,  and  the  Payment  fhall  be  reafonable  as 
heretofore. 

Petition.  The  faid  Matters  of  Ships  requeft,  that  they 
nay  have  Allowance  for  the  Tackling  of  their  Ships 
worn  out  in  the  King's  Service.  ( 

Anfwer,  Such  Allowance  haih  not  been  made  here- 
tofore. 

Petition,  The  Commons  requeft  Remedy  againft  the 
Provifiont  of  the  Pope,  whereby  he  reaps  the  fir  ft  Fruits 
of  Ecclefiaftical  Dignities  j  the  Treafure  of  the  Realm 
being  thereby  convey'd  away,  which  they  cannot  bear, 

Anfwer.  The  King  hath  already  honourable  Ambaf- 
ladors  at  the  Court  of  Rome,  touching  thefe  Grievances, 
before  whofe  Return  he  cannot  well  anfwer  as  to  that 
Point. 

Petition.  The  Burgefles  of  Briftol  in  this  Parliament 
-require,  that  the  faid  Town  with  the  Suburbs  thereof 
may  be  a  County  of  it  felf  j  and  that  the  Perambulation 
of  the  fame  with  the  Bounds  thereof  returned  into  the 
•Chancery,  with  all  the  Liberties  and  Charters  thereto 
granted,  may  be  confirmed  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

Anfwer.  The  King  is  content  to  grant,  that  the 
Charters,  Liberties  and  Perambulation  aforefaid  may  be 
confirmed  under  the  Great  Seal. 

Petition.  That  Remedy  may  be  had,  that  Men  be 
not  called  into  the  Exchequer  upon  Suggettion  without 
Proceis,  contrary  to  the  Statute  made  in  the  4 2d  Year 
of  the  King. 

Anfwer.  Let  any  particular  Man  complain  and  he 
fhall  find  Remedy, 

But,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  vaft  Subfidies  and  Aids 
granted  to  the  King  for  carrying  on  the  French  War, 
Affairs  went  ft  ill  backward  in  that  Kingdom  ;  the  Par- 
ticulars of  which  might  fwcll  this  Hi  (lory,  but  a  De- 
tail of  them  would  be  no  Advantage  to  our  Subject. 
We  meet  with  no  Parliament  for  near  four  Years  after 
the  laft  Period  s  when  a  Truce,  and  Treaty  of  Peace 
upon  it,  obliged  the  King  to  call  one*  to  have  their 

Advice 


K.  Umni  III. 
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Advice  on  feveral  material  Affairs.  The  Write  of 
Summons  were  dated  September  ihe  zoth,  to  meet  on 
the  1 2th  of  February  following.  But  by  other  Writs 
dated  January  the  aotb,  the  King  thought  fit  to  pro- 
rogue this  Parliament  to  the  Monday  after  the  Feaft  of 
St  George  ^  or  the  latter  End  of  April,  in  the  Year  1376. 

At  the  Time  prefixed,  the  Prelate?,  Dukes,  Earls, 
Barons,  Knights  and  Commons,  Juftices,  Serjeants  at 
Law,  fcfV.  met  in  the  Painted  Chamber,  before  the 
King,  where  Sir  John  Knivet  Lord  Chancellor  opened 
the  Seflions ;  which  he  declared  was  for  the  Caufes 
following, 

*  The  Firft,  and  principal,  was  to  advife  about  the 

*  good  Government  and  Peace  of  the  Realm. 

*  For  the  Defence  and  Safety  of  the  King  as  well 
c  by  Sea  as  Land. 

'  To  take  Order  for  the  Maintenance  of  the  War 

*  with  France,  and  elfewhere  \  and  how  and  in  what 
1  Manner  it  might  be  done,  for  the  beft  Profit,  quickeft 
(  Difpatch,  and  greateft  Honour  of  the  King  and 

*  Kingdom.' 

He  then  exprefly  told  them,  that  what  the  King  had 
hitherto  done  was  always  with  their  Advice  and  Afli- 
ftance,  for  which  his  Majefty  entirely  thanked  them  ; 
and  defircd  that  they  would  diligently  confult  about 
thefe  Matters,  the  Prelates  and  Lords  by  themfelves, 
and  the  Commons  by  themfelves,  and  give  in  their  An- 
fwers  as  loon  as  they  conveniently  coukj. 

The  Commons,  upon  this,  went  to  their  wonted 
Place,  the  Chapter- Houfe  of  the  Abby  of  Wejlminjier ; 
the  Prelates  and  Lords  went,  alfo,  by  themfelves,  and 
there  were  afiigned  a  Committee  of  Lords  to  go  to  the 
Commons,  to  treat  and  confer  about  the  King's 
Declaration.  The  Lords  who  were  of  this  Committee, 
were  the  Blfhops  of  London,  CarliJIe,  arid  St  David's  ; 
the  Earls  of  March,  Warwick,  Staffer d,  and  Suffolk  ; 
the  Lords  Peircy,  Sir  Guy  de  Brian,  Sir  Henry  U 
Scnpe  and  Sir  Richard  Stafford  ;  who  after  due  Conful- 
utkm  with  the  Conynons,  agreed  upon  a  Grant  for  a 
Subfuly,  the  Preamble  to  which  ran  as  follows, 

4  The  Lords  and  Commons  aiTembled  in  Parha- 

*  ment,  having  Confideratidn  of  the  very  great  Charges 

*  aad 
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*  and  Expences  the  King  hath,  and  muft  be  at,  for  the  K>  ^Ammil  IU 

*  maintaining  of  his  Wars,  and  his  noble  Eftate ;  grant 

*  him  the  Subfidy  of  Wool,  Leather  and  Wool- fells, 

*.as  it  was  granted  him  in  the  Parliament  holden  at  » 

*  JVeJlminJier,  in  the  Forty-feventh  Year  of  his  Reign, 

*  from  the  Feaft  of  St.  Michael  next  coming,  when  ffie^^J^ 

*  Subfidy  then  granted  ended,  to  the  End  of  three  Years : 38  "ncc* 

*  And  the  Commons  humbly  pray  the  King  to  excufe 

*  them,  that  they  have  given  him  no  other  Subfidy  or 

*  Aid  for  his  Wars,  for  that  they  were  brought  fo  low, 

*  and  fo  difabled  by  the  Peftilence,  the  Murrain  among 

*  their  Beafts,  and  Deftruction  of  their  Grain  and  other 

*  Fruits  by  bad  Weather,  that  they  could  not  do  more 
c  at  prefent ;  but  promifed  if  any  extraordinary  Cafe 

*  mould  happen,  they  would  aid  him  to  the  utmoft 

*  of  their  Power,  as  they  had  done  before,  beyond  all 

*  the  Commons  of  the  World,  to  their  Liege-Lord.' 
After  this,  the  Commons,  confidering  the  great  Da- 
mages that  the  Nation  fuftained  by  this  long  and  expen- 
Iive  War,  reprefented  to  the  King  and  Lords,  in  this 
Parliament,  '  That  it  would  be  for  his  Honour  and 

*  Profit,  as,  alfo,  that  of  the  whole  Realm,  which  was 

*  grieved  in  divers  Manners  by  many  Adversaries,  by 

*  the  Wars  in  France,  Spain,  Ireland*  Britain?  and  clfc- ACouncU  aP- 

*  where  j  that  the  King's  Council  may  be  augmented  with  CSJjoS: 

*  fome  Lords,  Prelates  and  others,  to  the  Number  of lUntiy. 

*  ten  or  twelve,  who  fhould  be  continually  near  the 

*  King;  fo  as  no  great  Bulineis  might  pafs,  without  the 
c  Advice  and  Aflent  of  fix,  or  four  of  them  at  leaft,  as 

*  the  Cafe  required'.  To  this  Requeft  the  King,  un- 
derftanding  the  Purport  of  it  to  be  as  well  for  the  Ho- 
nour and  Profit  of  himfclf  as  of  the  whole  Kingdom, 
readily  confented  :  Provided,  always,  that  the  Chan- 
cellor, Treafurer,  and  Privy-Seal,  might  execute  their 
Offices,  without  the  Prefence  of  any  of  the  faid  Coun- 
fellors ;  whom  the  King  was  to  affign,  from  Time  to 
Time,  of  fuch  as  he  pleafed,  who  were  to  be  fworn  to 
keep  this  Ordinance*  to  do  Right  to  every  one  according 
to  their  Power,  without  receiving  any  Reward  for  fo 
doing.    The  reft  of  the  King's  Officers  were,  alfo,  to 

be 
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L  be  fworn  to  receive  no  Gifts,  Fees  or  Rewards^  other 
than  their  Salaries +  Liveries  and  Travelling  Charges  (i). 

The  further  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament  take  up 
feveral  Folio  Pages  in  Jojbua  Barnes's  Hiliory  of  this 
King's  Reign  ;  which  he  has  tranicribed  from  Sir  Ro- 
bert Cottons  Abridgment  of  the  Records.  But,  as  the 
Scope  of  our  Defign  will  not  allow  us  to  be  ib  par- 
ticular as  that  Hiftorian,  who  grows  more  long  winded 
the  nearer  he  comes  to  his  End,  we  mall  give  the 
Abftracts  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament  from 
Brady  and  Tyrrel 

The  Commons  then  made  Protection,  '  That  they 
1  now  were  and  always  have  been,  and  will  be  ready  to 
'  aid  the  King  with  their  Bodies  and  Goods,  to  the  ut- 

tbfcomno™  moft  of  the'r  Power »  Vet  ir~ lhe  K'nS  bad  always  had 
pfofHta  u>n-~  *  about  him  loyal  Counfellors  and  good  Officers,  he 
<hj£t  of  the  «  had  been  now  rich  in  Treafure,  fo  that  he  mould  not 
Kiog'a  Miniiurs  *  have  neetied  much  to  have  charged  his  Subjects  with 
fo  great  Subfidies,  or  Tallages,  confidering  the  vaft 
Sums  of  Gold  which  were  brought  into  die  Kingdom 
for  the  Ranfom  of  the  Kings  of  France  and  Scotland^ 
and  other  Prifoners.'  It  further  feem'd  to  them,  *  That 
for  the  particular  Profit  and  Advantage  of  fome  private 
Peribns  about  the  King,  and  their  Confederates,  the 
Realm  was  much  impoverifhed,  and  many  of  the  Mer-* 
chants  undone ;  wherefore  they  thought  it  very  profit- 
able to  the  King  and  his  whole  Kingdom,  to  have  all 

*  thefe  things  duly  amended,  fo  foon  as  might  be.*  And 
farther  the  Commons  promifed  the  King,  *  That  if  he 
s  would  do  Juftice  and  fpeedy  Execution,  upon  fuch  as 

*  fhould  be  found  culpable,  and  proceed  with  ihem  as 
Law  and  Reafon  required,  they  would  undertake  He 
fhould  be  fo  rich  as  to  be  able  to  maintain  his  Wars,  and 

*  fupport  his  other  Affairs  for  a  long  Time,  without  any 

*  great  Charge  to  the  Commons.' 
Tbry  then  propounded  three  efpecial  Points  to  be 

enquitcd  into  and  amended. 

*  Firfr,  Whereas  the  Staple  of  Wool,  and  other  Staple 

*  Merchan- 

(;)  I?of.  PjrL  50.  "Ed.  fir.  N.  2.  9.  JValfingham,  p.  189.  Thia  Par- 
liament got  the  Name  of  the  Good  ParUamettt. 

See  thttirgjbtadt  p.  410.    Fabian  iif.    Stwt  271, 
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m  Merchandifes  and  Bullion,  was  lately  ordained  in  Par-     Edward  III* 

*  liament  to  be  ztCalais,  and  no  where  elfe,  for  the  great 

*  Profit  of  the  King  and  Kingdom,  the  Advantage  and 

*  Amendment  of  the  Town,  for  theConcourfe  of  Mer- 

*  chants,  and  their  continual  Refidcnce  there  ;  the  fa  id 

*  Staple,  Bullion  and  Trade  was  removed  from  thence, 

*  and  like  to  be  loft  by  theProcurement  and  Counfel  of  the 

*  faid  particular  Perfonq  about  the  King,  and  their  Con- 

*  federates,  for  their  own  Profit,  to  the  great  Damage  and 
'  Prejudice  of  the  King  and  his  Realm,  and  the  Deftruc- 

*  tion  of  the  Town  of  Calais  (k). 

*  Secondly,  Whereas  the  King  had  need  of  divers  Sums 

*  of  Money  for  his  Wars  and  other  wife ;  fome  Perfons  by 

*  Confent  and  Contrivance  of  the  faid  particular  Perfons 
c  about  him,  made  Agreement  for  divers  Sums  to  the  ufe 
'  of  the  King  upon  Ufury,  taking  more  from  him  for 

*  Intereft  than  they  bargained  for,to  the  Deceit  and  griev- 
'  ous  Damage  of  the  King. 

*  Thirdly,  Whereas  the  King  was  Debtor  to  divers 

*  People  upon  Record  in  great  Sums,  feveral  had  by  At* 

*  fentand  Contrivance  of  the  faid  Perfons  bargained  with 

*  his  Creditors  for  the  Tenth,  Twentieth,  or  Hundredth 

*  Penny }  and  procured  the  King  lo  pay  the  whole  Debr,iti 

*  Deceit  of  the  King  and  his  Creditors,  for  the  particular 
* 'Profit  of  themfelves  and  Confederates.' 

Upon  thefe  Articles  feveral  were  impeach'd  by  the  impeachment* ft 
Commons  j  as  Richard  Lyon,  Merchant  of  London  and  Confequence 
Farmer  of  the  King's  Subfidy,  and  the  Lord  Latimer  ^ 
his  Confederate,  who  were  imprifonM,  and  disfranchise, 
and  render'd  incapable  of  bearing  any  Office  under  the 
King,  or  to  approach  his  Council  or  Court,  befides  their 
Goods  and  Chattels  being  feiz'd  into  the  King's  Hands. 

The  Commons  farther  petitioned,  *  That  Jultices  of 

*  the  Peace  might  be  named  in  every  County  by  the  Lords 
«  and  Knights  of  the  faid  County  in  Parliament,  and 

Vol.  I.  C  c  1  fworn 

(*)  In  the  Collection  of  Public  A£h  iz  the  Order  from  the  King  and 
Parliament,  for  ftrictly  keeping  the  Staple  at  Calais,  wherein  thefe  Com- 
modities are  mentioned  to  be  exported  thither  from  this  Kingdom.  . 

 Ordinaverimui  fuoJ  Stapuia  wjira  Lanarum,  Coriorum,  rt  PtUium 

ianatarum,  rtec  non  Phml>i,  Slantti,  et  Panrtarum  vocatorum  Worftedes, 
#c  Cafet,  Butiri,  Ptimx,  Gaul*,  MeUU,  Fdpari*  et  &pi. 

Tvm,  V1LP,  utuimo  itfG 


r 
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K.  "Edward  m.  *  fworn  before  the  King's  Council,  and'not  to  be  removed 

*  without  Confent  of  Parliament ;  and,  that  they  might 
6  be  allowed  Wages.  The  King's  Aniwer  was,  *  They 

*  ihould  be  named  by  him  and  his  continual  Council  ; 

*  and  as  to  Wages,  he  would  confider  of  it.* 
About  this  Time,  Alice  Peirce^  the  King's  Miftrefs, 

had  fuch  an  Afcendancy  over  him,  that  fhe  had  the  Af- 
furance  not  only  to  intermeddle  with  publiclc  Affairs ; 
but  alio  to  appear  and  fit  in  the  Courts  of  Judicature, 
The  Commons  both  Civil  and  Ecclefiaftical,  and  publickly  defend  thofe 
complain  of  the  Caufes  the  had  undertaken  to  promote  :  And  therefore 

ES^Ma^fi*  for  the  ?reat  Scandal  and  ReProach  lt  «ft  "Pon  the  King 
in  pobtick  At-  and  his  Government  in  Foreign  Countries,  the  Commons 
fain.  }jad  particularly  petitioned  for  her  Removal  trom  the 

King's  Perfon  ;  tho'  it  feems  this  Petition  bad  no  great 
Effect,  for  not  long  after  the  Diilblution  of  this  Parlia- 
ment, fhe  was  again  reftored  to  the  King's  Favour,  and 
to  that  Degree,  as  to  be  revenged  upon  her  Enemies  j  for 
lhe  procured  Sir  Peter  de  la  Man  to  be  committed 
dole  Prifoner  to  Nottingham  Caftle,  where  he  lay  till 
the  beginning  of  die  next  Reign  ;  and  that  for  no  other 
reaiun,  but  becaufe  he  had  fpoke  too  freely  againft  this 
jflke  Pierce  in  the  late  Parliament  (/). 

This  Year  was  defigned  to  have  been  celebrated  as 
another  Year  or  Jubilee ,  by  King  Edward^  being  the 
The  Death  of  fiftieth  of  his  Reign  (m).  But  it  proved  far  otherwife 
F.Kv.rdUieBiack  than  a  J  ubihe  to  him,  by  the  Death  of  his  eldeft  Son 
Edward  Prince  of  JVaks^  the  greateft  and  moll  fuccels- 
full  Warrior  of  the  Age.  He  himfelf  never  law  another 
Year,  and  being  grown  very  old  and  weak  both  in  Body 
and  Mind,  John  Duke  of  Lawa/ier,  now  his  eldeft  Son, 
governed  both  him  and  the  Kingdom  at  hisPleafure  (n 
This  Prince,  being  of  a  haughty  and  proud  Dilpofitio; 


7 J  Sir  Pettr  <k  la  Mare  was  a  Htrefjrdjhire  Gentleman,  ind  Knight  of 
the  Shire  for  that  Cou  ity  j  but  no  Spelter  of  the  Common*  in  thil  P*r» 
liamsnt,  as  Walfingbum  and  others  after  him  relate. 

(m)  There  is  an  Acl  <f  Grace  pnfled  this  Year,  called  the  Jubil*, 
the  Statutes  at  large.  An.  Reg.  50.  and  confirmed  in  the  firfr  oi Rich.  I 

(it)  Cnntrcry  to  the  Defign'of  the  lad  Parliament  who  had  providi 
that  fincethe  King,  thro'  Ase  andWeaknefs,  was  unable  to  govern,  twelve 
of  the  moft  fage  and  difcreet  t<orda,  fix  at  a  Time,  mould  difpofc  of  aft 
-Kiiuojjal  Aftjatt  vm<*«  him*    Ktttnct  in  Panictt  J\ 


led, 


5*% 

was  no  Ways  pleafing  to  the  Commons  j  and  it  is  K.  Edward  in, 
thought,  by  Hiftorians,  had  an  Eye  to  the  Succeflion 
after  his  Father's  Deceafe.    Whether  the  old  King  fuf- 
pected  this  or  riot  is  uncertain  ;  but  in  Compliance  with 
the  Petition  of  all  the  Eftates  in  the  Jail  Parliament,  he 
did  by  his  Letters  Patents  immediately  create  his  Grand- 
son Richard,  Prince  of  Wales,  Duke  of  Cornwall  and  h»s«i  Richard 
Earl  of  Cbefitr,  as  his  Father  had  been  before  him  ;  up- ■  JSE^ 
on  which,  fays  Froifart,  he  declared  to  the  Duke  of  Lan~  parent. 
cajler  and  the  reft  of  his  Sons,  that  Prince  Richard,  was 
ot  right  to  reign  over  them.    Moreover,  on  Chrijlmas 
Day  following,  the  King  dining  in  State,  placed  him  at 
the  Table  above  all  his  Sons,  to  fhew  them  that  he  de- 
figned  him  for  his  Succeflbr  (0). 

The  late  Truce  being  ended  betwixt  France  and  Eng- 
land, and  the  Government  here  having  Notice  of  a 
Defign  forming  againft  them  by  the  French  King,  in 
order  to  invade  England  ;  and  that  he  had  made  a  frefh 
.  Alliance  with  Cajlik  and  Scotland,  for  that  Purpofe ;  in 
order  to  prevent  this,  and  to  make  all  neceuary  Prepara- 
tions for  a  War,  the  King  iflued  out  Writs  for  a  Parlia- 
ment to  meet  the  27  th  of  January  next  coming,  at 
Wejlminjler.  But  the  poor  old  King  was  then  fo  tn- 
difpofed,  as  not  to  be  able  to  appear  j  and  a  Commiflion 
was  granted  to  Richard  Prince  of  Wales*  who  was  then 
about  ten  Years  of  Age,  to  hold  the  Parliament  in  his 
Stead  (p). 

At  the  Day  of  their  Meeting,  in  the  Painted  Chamber, Anno  ReenJ  *«• 
the  young  Prince  fitting  Tn  the  King's  own  Seat,  Dr  *m* 
Adam  Houghton,  B'fhop  of  St  Davids,  Lord  Chancellor,  At  Weftminfter. 

C  c  2  made 


(o)  Frsifart**  Words  are  thefe,  And  after  the  Fcaji  of  St,  Michael 
viben  the  Obfeovy  of  the  Print  tvat  done  and  fynified,  then  tbt  Kyng  of 
Inglande  made  to  be  ino-wen  to  bit  Sonnet ,  tbt  Duke  of  Lancaftre,  the  Erie 
ef  Cambridge,  and  to  tbe  Lord  Thomas^  the  yongeJif  and  to  alt  Barontt 
Erltst  Prelats,  atidKnigbteiofUngten&e,  bovje  that  tbe  yange  Richardc 
fbauidc  be  Kyng  after  bit  Difceaje,  And  fo  caufed  tbtnt  all  to  jwtre  Solem/y 
to  maynteyne  bint  ;  and  on  Chriftmafc-Day,  the  Kyng  made  hvm  To  fytte  at 
bit  Table  above  all  bii  own  Children,  in  great  Efate  j  reprcjttttyng  that  be 
Jboulde  be  Kyng  after  bii  Difctafe. 

WnmaM  r-,-.#*  c>  /  1  /  ^   *>  J"l ..  *■  _  J    L.i  C 
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Froifart\ti  Chron.  tranflated  by  Sir  John  Bourchier3  Kmght,  Lond.  1515. 
Foi.  c.xcvi. 

(f)  This  Commiflion  to  Richard  Prince  aflValet,  called  there  Filiui 
vojltr  earijftmvs,  is  in  Rymer't  Ford,  Tom,  VI I.  P.  134*  Dat.apkd.HA- 
»«ryng  vicejtmo  fexio  Die  'Januarii, 


K,  Edward  ill.  made  a  Speech  to  the  AiTembly,  in  the  Nature  of  a 
a  Sermon,  upon  this  ftrange  Text,  Tt  fuffer  Fboh  gladly y 
feeing  that  ye  yourjekei  arclVift*  The  Application  he 
made  of  his  Subject  wa^,  that,  *  They  being  wife  de- 

*  fired  to  hear  him  who  was  the  contrary,'  He  pro- 
ceeded with  Scripture,  and  laid,  '  That  as  a  Metienger 

*  who  bringeth  joyful  Tidings  is  welcome,  fo  ought  he 

*  to  be  i!nw,  fince  he  brought  them  the  joy  ful  News  of 

*  the  King's  rwppy  Recovery  from  a  dangerous  Sick- 
■  nefs.*    From  hence  he  took  Occafion  to  argue, 

*  That  God  loved  the  King  and  the  Realm  ;  the  King 
1  becaufe,  %ts  ditig  t  tajligat,  whom  the  Lord  loveth 

*  he  chaftr.eth  5  and  further,  from  that  of  the  Pfalmiji% 

*  Uxor  tua  fit  ut  lTitrs  abundant  in  Later  thus  $  thy  Wife 

*  ftiall  be  t.s  the  fruitful  Vine,  c3V.  and  from  thence  he 

*  mewed  that  no  GhrtfH&n  Prince  could  he  fo  happy  ; 

*  which  Haprinefs  he  exaggerated  from  another  Quota- 
6  tion,  ht  viiecs  Filhs  Filtorum^  thou  malt  fee  thy 

*  Childrer.s  Children,  which  the  King  now  had  the 
1  Pleafur e  to  fee.  That  God  loved  the  Realm  he  proved 

*  from  the  Recovery  of  fo  renowned  a  Prince ;  the  faid 

*  Recovery  happening  in  the  Fiftieth  Year  of  his  Reign  ; 

*  the  Year  of  JM*e,  the  Year  of  Joy  for  his  faid  Re~ 

*  covery;  of  Joy,  becaufe  he*would  thereby  impart  un- 
c  to  his  Subjects  Blefiings,  as  well  fpirituai  as  temporal, 

*  all  bodily  Comforts.  Then  from  a  Similitude,  that 
4  allho'  the  Head  be  found,  if  ibme  particular  Member 

*  of  the  Body  be  difeafed,  the  lame  infe&ed  Part  can  re- 
\  ceive  no  Vcrtue,  Benefit,  or  Remedy  from  the  Head ; 

*  fo  he  inferred  that  the  King  being  now  the  found 

*  Head*  and  willing  to  fhew  Grace  and  Favour  to  his 

*  Subjects,  they  ought  to  qualify  themfelves  a- right  by 
e  approving  their  Loyalty  iound  and  uncorrupted  ;  and 

*  therefore  he  perfuaded  fucb,  as  would  be  Partakers  there- 

*  of,  to  con  form  themfelves,  by  having  Love  and  Charity, 

*  without  which  he  proved,  by  St  Paul,  nothing tvou Id 
^avauY 

t  After  the  Prtbte  had  thus  preached  up  Loyalty  to 
the  whole  Audience,  he  addrefs'd  himfelf,  particularly, 
to  the  Lords,  and  told  them,  *  what  Rcafon  they  had 

*  to  think  the  King  loved  them  dearly,  fince  amonglt 

*  other  gracious  Tokens  of  his  Goodwill,  he  had,  upon 

*  their 
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*  their  Requefts,  fince  the  laft  Parliament,  advanced  K.  Edward  HV 

*  the  Lord  Richard,  there  prefenr,  to  be  Prince  of 
«  Wales.    Then  he  proceeded  to  (hew  what  Caufe 

*  they  had  to  cheriih  the  laid  Prince,  by  offering  un- 

*  to  him,  as  the  Wifemen  did  to  Chrift,  all  Honour,' 
c  by  prefentihg  him  Gold,  in  Token  of  Riches  and 

*  Renown,  and  Myrrh  in  Token  of  his  honourable 

*  Sceptre  ;  fince  even  the  Pagans  were  ufed  to  throw 
'  abroad  Money  at  the  Approach  of  any  of  their  Prin- 
«  ces/    He  infilled,  «  That  the  faid  Prince  ihould, 

*  without  all  Rancour,  be  embraced  with  their  Hands 

*  and  Hearts,  even  as  Simeon  embraced  Chrift,  becaufe 

*  their  Eyes  had  now  feen  that  which  their  Hearts  had 

*  much  longed  for  j  that  they  ought  to  obey  him  as 

*  the  Vicar  and  Legate  of  God,  that  they  might  fee 

*  the  true  Peace  of  Ifrael,  v'z.  here  in  England,  the  « 

*  Inheritance  of  God  ;  of  which   many  Victories 

*  bad  aflured  him  there  was  no  fmall  Hope  (a).'  Laftly, 
and  which  was  much  more  to  thePurpofe,  he  declared 
the  Caufe  of  fummoning  this  prefent  Parliament  to  be, 

*  For  that  the  French  King,  under  Colour  of  the  Truce, 

*  granted  by  the  King  at  the  Mediation  of  the  Pope, 

*  yet  enduring,  had  allied  himfelf  both  to  the  Sponi- 

*  ards  and  Scots,  the  King's  Enemies,  and  had  prepared 

*  gfeat  Quantities  of  Arms  and  powerful  Armies, 

*  thereby  confpiring  to  blot  out  the  Englifh  Tongue  and 

*  Name  from  under  Heaven.   In  which  Cafe  the 

*  King  required  fheir  faithful  Council,  and  he  prayed 
«  them  to  confult  together  for  that  Purpofe,  rhat  the 

*  King  might  have  their  Anfwer  as  foon  as  poflible  (r). 
After  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  ended  his  long  Pre- 

latical  Harangue,  which  the  Reader  wtll  find  favours 
much  of  the  Court-Sycophant,  and  of  worfhipping  the 
Riling  Sun  ;  he  was  feconded  by  Sir  Robert  Jjbton,  the 
King's  Chamberlain  (j),  and  Lord  High  Treafurer  of 
C  c  3 

{q)  Vox  Angtli  ad  Monacbum  Regtti  Station  dephrarttemt  ob  extintfant 
Regiatn  Projapiam,  Regnum  Anghrnni  eft  Regnum  Dei,  Deus  providebit 
pro  fuo  Regno. 

(r)  Cotton's  Abridgment  of  the  Records,  An.  51.  EJw.  III.  Pf 
144,  &c.  * 

(mJ  Tyrrel  obferves,  that  the  Prelate  bad  the  Addrefs  to  break  off 
when  the  Ufurpations  of  the  Pope  came  in  Queftion  j  and  therefore  this 
Part  of  tht  Harangue  relating  to  Papal  Prwijtont  was  left  to  be  managed 
by  a  Layman t 
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K.  Edward  lit.  England,  who  faid,  *  That  he  had  a  particular  Charge 

*  to  move  to  them  from  the  King,  for  the  Profit  of 
e  the  Realm  ;  that  beeaufe  divers  Ufurpations  were  by 

*  the  See  of  Rome  made  upon  the  King,  his  Crown 

*  and  Realm,  as  by  particular  Bill  in  this  Parliament 

*  mould  be  declared,  he  required  ihem  to  feek  Redrefs. 

*  Yet  the  King  at  the  fame  Time  protefted,  that  he 

*  was  ready  to  do  all  that  he  ought,  to  fatisfy  his  Ho- 

*  linefs  about  it.'  And  after  the  ufual  Form  of  receiv- 
ing Petitions  from  the  different  Parts  of  the  King's 
Dominions,  and  appointing  the  Tryers  of  them,  the 
Commons  were  defired  to  repair  to  the  Chapter Houfe  of 
IVeftmlnfier  Abby,  there  to  treat  and  ad  vile  how  a 
fitting  Refinance  might  be  made  againft  the  Enemies  of 
the  Nation,  for  the  Safety  of  the  King,  Kingdom,  Na- 
vy and  themfelves  ;  and  how  Money  might  be  mo  ft 
fpeedily  railed  with  the  leaft  Grievance  of  the  People. 
Certain  Lards,  as  before,  were  a Ifo  named,  from  Time 
to  Time,  to  confer  with  the  Commons,  for  their  bet- 
ter Direction  and  Information. 

The  Refult  of  thefe  Confutations  was,  that  to  main- 
tain the  King's  Wars,  and  the  great  Charge  he  would 
a  Poll -Tax  be  at  for  them,  and  the  neceflary  Defence  of  the  King- 
SnmU.  dom,  the  Lords  and  Commons  granted  him  Fourpence 
by  way  of  Poll  from  every  Perfon  of  the  Kingdom^ 
Male  and  Female,  above  fourteen  Years  of  Age,  ex- 
cept mere  Beggars*  and  molt  humbly  pray'd  their 
Liege  Lord,  *  That  he  would  pleafe  tb  excufe  them  that 
'  they  could  grant  him  no  greater  Subfidy,  being  moft 

*  willing  to  have  done  it ;  but  that  they  were  fo  impo- 

*  verified  of  late  by  great  Loiles  at  Sea,  and  otherwife, 

*  that  they  were  not  able  at  prefent  to  do  more.* 

And  the  Commons  prayed  the  King, « That  he  would 
'  pleafe  to  name  two  Earls  and  two  Barons  for  his  Trea- 

*  ilirers,  as  well  of  this  Subfidy,  as  of  that  the  Clergy 
f  was  yet  to  grant,  and  alio  of  the  late  Subfidy  of  Wool, 
1  Pells,  and  Leather,  granted  the  laft  Parliament ;  and 

*  that  they  might  be  fworn  in  their  Prefence,  that  what 

*  was  received  by  them,  fhould  wholly  be  expended 

*  upon  the  Wars,  and  not  otherwife ;  and  that  the  High 

*  Treafurer  of  England  mould  receive  nothing,  or  any 

*  ways  meddle  therein. 

But 


But  afterwards,  when  tfiey  bad  confidered  what  Sum  K.  Edwani  in, 
the  Wages  of  fuch  four  Treafurers  would  amount  un- 
to  by  the  Year,  the  Commons  departed  from  this  Re- 
queft,  and  prayed,  'That  the  High  Treafurer  might  be 

*  Receiver,  to  theUfe  of  the  War,  in  manner  accu- 

*  ftom'd/ 

The  Commons  in  this  Parliament  farther  befbught 
the  King,  'That  a  Charter  lately  granted  in  the  Great 
'  Council,  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons 

*  of  the  City  of  London ,  upon  the  Article,  1  That  no  Petitions  of  the 
"  Foreign  Merchant  ought  to  fell  10  another  ftrange  Commons. 
*4  Merchant  any  Goods  or  Merchandize,  to  fell  again, 
"  in  manner  as  in  the  faid  Patent  is  more  fully  contain- 

.  "  ed,*  might  be  renewed  and  granted,  as  well  to  other 

*  Cities  and  Boroughs,  as  to  them,  with  a  Charter,  or 
4  Claufe  of  Confirmation.' 

The  Anfwer  ro  which  was  no  more  than,  that  '  The 
.  *  King  will  be  farther  informed.*    Which  fhews,  that 
for  fome  Reafons  he  did  not  think  fit  then  farther  to 
confirm  it. 

At  the  fame  Time  the  Commons,  with  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  London* 
petition'd  the  King,  «  That  whereas  divers  Mifchiefs 

*  often  happened  in  the  faid  City,  by  Reafon  the  Co- 

*  roner  was  not  punifhable  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
,  *  and  other  Officers  ;  that  they  might  chufe  a  Coroner 

*  of  themfelves,  and  remove  him  when  they  pleas'd, 

*  as  it  was  pradtis'd  in  divers  Cities  and  Towns  of  the 

*  Land,  they  anfwering  to  the  King  in  manner  as  ap- 

*  pertain'd  to  the  faid  Office.'  The  King's  Anfwer 
was,   1  The  King  will  not  depart  from  his  ancienc 

*  Rights.* 

And  they  farther  petition'd  in  this  Cafe,  *  That  all 
£  Provifors  of  Benefices  from  Romey  with  their  Officers 

*  or  Servants,  may  be  put  out  of  the  King's  Protecli- 
'  on,  if  they  fue,  profecute,  or  any  ways  diJturb,  or 
■  caufe  to  be  excommunicated  the  true  Patrons.*  The 

.Anfwer  was,  <  The  Pope  had  prom i Jed  Redreft,  and 

*  if  he  makes  it  not,  the  Laws  in  this  Cafe  lhall  be  in 
'  Force.' 

The  Commons  alfo  ptay'd,  *  That  whereas  in  the 

*  laft  Parliament,  by  untrue  Suggeftions,  and  without 

4  due 


The  Award  of 

the  laft  Parlia- 
ment a pa in ft  ie- 
veral  Pcrfom, 
fevers'^  in  this. 
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K,  Edward  ill.  £  due  Procefs,  the  Lor<J  Latimer^  one  of  the  Peers  o 

*  the  Realm,  and  fufficiem  to  be  of  the  King's  Coun- 

*  cil,  as  well  for  his  Wars  as  otherwife,  was  oufted  of 

*  all  his  Offices,  and  difcharged  from  the  King's  Privy 

*  Council  ;  that  he  may  by  Award  of  this  prefent 

*  Parliament  be  reftored  to  his  former  Eftate  and  De- 

*  gree,  to  the  great  Profit  of  the  Kingdom,'  Accord- 
ingly the  Sentence  again  ft  him  and  fcveral  others  who 
had  been  impeached,  was  revers'd  (t), 

Mr  Prynne,  the  Publifher  of  Sir  Robert  Cotton's 
Abridgment?  has  added  a  Remark  of  bis  own,  with 
which  ' we  mall  conclude  our  Account  of  this  Parlia- 
ment.   «  The  Prelates,  Dukes,  Earls,  Barons,  Com- 

*  mons,  Citizens,  Burgefles,  and  Merchants  of  Eng- 
'  land,  in  this  Parliament,  petition  the  King,  not  on- 

The  Parliament  *  ly  For  a  Pardon  in  general,  and  of  all  Fines  and 
[hatnoThi!m"gt  Amerciaments  before  the  Jufices  of  the  Peace  y  not  yet 
be\m™s'd"hTy '  ftlW  '» fpecial ;  which  this  Abridgment  only  touch- 
by  common  Af-  '  eth,  but  they  like  wife  fubjoin  thereto  this  memo- 
n  full  Par-  c  t^e  ReqUeft  (totally  omitted  by  the  Abridger)  which 

*  I  thought  meet  here  to  fupply  (a),  That  in  Time  to 

*  come  your  faid  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons^  Commons^ 
■  Citizens  and  Burgeffes  of  your  Realm  of  England, 

*  may  not  be  henceforth  charged,  molefted,  nor  grieved 

*  to  make  Any  Common  Aid,  or  fuftain  any  Charge, 

*  unlefs  it  be  by  common  Aflent  of  the  Prelates,  Dukes, 
?  Lords  and  Barons,  and  other  People  of  the  Commons 

*  of  your  Realm  of  England,  and  that  in  full  Parlia- 

*  ment :  Nor  no  Impofuion  put  upon  their  Wools, 

*  Wool-fells,  and  Leather,  or  any  the  ancient  Cu- 

*  flora  ;  That  is  to  fay,  of  one  Sack  of  Wool  Half  a 

*  Mark?  and  of  three  Hundred  Wool  fells  Half  a  Mark\ 
"  and  cf  one  Lajl  of  Skins  one  Mark  of  Cvftom  only, 

*  according  to  the  Statute  made  the  14th  Tear  of  your 
e  Reign  ;  faving  to  you  the  Subfidy  granted  unto  you  the 
c  laft  Parliament  for  a  certain  Time?  and  not  yet  Te~ 
1  vied. 

To  which  laft  Claufe  the  King  then  gave  this  An,- 

*  fwer 


liament. 


(t)  Tyrrtl  upon  this  Occafion  remarks,  *  That  even  in  thefe  early 
'  Times,  one  Parliament  often  acquitted  thofe  whom  a  former  had  con- 
«  demn*d.    See  before,  p.  3*1,- 

(u)  From  the  Parliament- Roll  at  large  of  51  Echv,  HI.  N,  aj. 


*  the  People  without  the  Commons  Aflent ;  The  King 
'  is  not  at  all  willing  to  do  it,  without  great  Neceffity, 

_    '  and  for  the  Defence  of  the  Realm,  and  where  he 

*  may  do  it  with  Reafon.  And  as  to  the  Claufe,  That 

*  lmpofitions  be  not  laid  upon  their  Wools  without 

*  Aflent  of  the  Prelates,  Dukes,  Earls,  Barons,  and 
J  other  People  of  the  Commons  of  this  Realm  j  There 

*  is  a  Statute  already  made,  which  the  King  wills  that 
, c  itjhould  ft  and  in  Force. 

We  have  now  brought  our  Parliamentary  Inquiries 
to  the  Period  of  this  King's  Reign,  who  died  the  21ft  The  Death  of 
Day  of  June*  this  very  Year  1377,  in  the  65th  Year  Edward  nr. 
ofhisiAge,  and  in  the  51ft  of  his  Reign ,  We  (hall 
not  attempt  his  Character  :  Let  the  more  General  Hi- 
itorians  fpeak  it.  We  mall  only  remark,  that  the  con- 
.  ftant,  good  Underftanding,  which  he  ever  kept  up 
with  his  Parliaments,  thro'  the  whole  Courfe  of  a  very 
long  Reign,  is  a  lure  and  certain  Proof,  that  his  Con- 
du&  was  very  acceptable  to  his  People  (*). 


IN  his  Sixth  Year  he  had  granted  him  a  Fifteenth  by 
the  Counties,  and  a  Tenth  by  the  Cities  and  Burghs  J 
for  one  Year  (a). 

In  his  Eighth  Year  he  had  the  iame,  and  a  Tenth 
granted  by  the  Clergy  (b). 

In  his  Tenth  Year  he  had  the  fame  Tax  from  Laity 
and  Clergy  (c). 

In  his  Eleventh  Year  he  had  a  Three- Years  Tenth 
given  him  by  the  Clergy  in  Convocation,  a  Three 
Years  Tenth  given  him  by  the  Citizens  and  Burgef- 
fes"  in  Parliament ;  and  alfo.  a  Three- Years  Fifteenth ; 
to  maintain  the  War  then  begun  with  France,  and  to 
pay  the  Germans,  Brabanters9  and  other  Confederates 


(at)  This  King  built  the  Chapel  of  St  Stephen**,  in  the  Palace  ofWeft- 
mlnfter,  and  made  it  a  College.  At  the  Reformation  it  was  diflblved, 
and  has  been  ever  fio.cc  made  Ufc  of  as  the  Houfe  for  the  Commons  to 
meet  in. 


Taxes  in  this  King's  Time. 


on 


(a)  The.  Wykai 
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.  Edward  hi,  on  the  Borders  of  Germany,    againfl  the  King  of 
France  (dh 

i  In  his  Thirteenth  Year  the  Great  Men  gave  him  the 
Tenth  Sheaf  of  all  Manner  of  Grain  of  their  Demefne 
Lands,  except  of  their  Bond  Tenants,  with  the  Tenth 
Fleece  and  the  Tenth  Lamb  (e)  :  Then  a  Parliament 
was  fummoned  to  meet  eight  Days  after  St  Hilary  or 
20th  of  January ,  in  which  the  Commons  gave  the 
King  30,000  Sacks  of  Wooll  (f)t 

In  his  Fourteenth  Year,  the  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons* 
for  themfelves  and  their  Tenants,  the  Knights  of  Coun- 
ties for  themfelves  and  the  Commons  of  the  Land, 
granted  to  the  King  the  Ninth  Sheaf,  Fleece,  and 
Lamb ;  but  the  Citizens  and  Buigefles  gave  the  Ninth 
of  all  their  Goods,  according  to  the  true  Value,  tor 
two  Years  next  coming  ;  and  thofe  that  lived  not  in 
Cities  and  Boroughs,  nor  lived  upon  Tillage  or  Shop- 
Trades,  paid  the  Fifteenth  Part  of  all  their  Goods,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  Value  ( g )  Upon  ihe  King's  writ- 
ing to  the  Parliament  for  ipeedy  Supply,  teeing  the 
Ninths  could  not  be  levied  Time  enough  for  his  Ser- 
vice, the  Lords  and  Commons  agreed  to  have  20,000 
Sacks  of  Wool  fpeedily  provided  (h). 

In  his  Fifteenth  Year  the  Ninths  were  revoked,  in 
refpect  of  this  Grant  of  20,000  Sacks  of  Wool  (#). 

In  his  Eighteenth  Year,  the  Clergy  of  the  Province 
of  Canterbury  granted  a  Three- Years  Tenth,  and  the 
Knights  of  Counties  gave  two  Fifteenths  and  two 
Tenths  of  Cities  and  Boroughs  ;  and  afterwards  the 
Commons  granted  another  Ffteenth.  The  Lords  pro- 
mifed  to  go  wiih  the  King  in  Perfon,  and  therefore 
gave  nothing  {k)< 

In  hisTwenty-firft  Year,  the  Commons  granted  two 
Fifteenths,  to  be  levied  in  two  Years  in  Cities,  Bo- 
roughs, and  ancient  Demcfnes,  as  alfo  of  the  Com- 
mons of  the  Counties  (/). 


(dj  Ad-Mur,  ai  Annum  1337, 

(#)  Rat.  Part,  13  Ed-ward  lit.  Part  1.  N.  5. 

(f)  }lid>  Part  z.  N.  5,  6.  7. 

(g)  Hid.  14.Edn!.  III.  Part  I.  N.  $,  6,  7. 


ixEdw.  III.  Part  1 
(I)  Ibid,  Part  2.  N.  9,  10. 

'   j  5  Fdiv.  HI.  N.  5,  6< 
18  Edw.  III.  JV.  9,  Jo, 
11  £</«>.  Ill,  N.  11. 


cn  mi, 
\k)  Bid. 
CO  ib:,j. 
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In  his  Two  and  twentieth  Year,  the  Commons  K. 
granted  three  Fifteenth*,  to  be  levied  in  three  Years, 
fo  as  one  Fifteenth  was  to  be  levied  in  each  Year,  and 
no  more  (m). 

In  his  Six  and  twentieth  Year,  the  Great  Men  of 
the  Realm  and  the  Commonalty,  by  the  Advice  of 
fome  Great  Men  Tent  to  aflift  them,  granted  the  King 
three  Tenths,  to  be  paid  in  three  Years  («). 

In  his  Seven  and  twentieth  Year,  the  King  made  it 
his  Requeft,  that  the  Prelates,  Great  Men,  and  Com- 
mons, would  grant  him  the  Subfidy  of  Wool- fells  and 
Leather  for  fome  Time  ;  to  which  Prayer  they  unani- 
mouJly  confented,  and  granted  that  Subfidy  in  manner 
as  it  had  been  received  before  that  Time  for  three 
Years  (0). 

In  his  Nine  and  twentieth  Year,  the  Commons  came 
into  the  Prefence  of  the  King,  Prelates,  and  Great 
Men,  arTembled  in  the  White-Chamber,  and  having 
there  a  fliort  Conference  with  the  Great  Men,  granted 
unanimovifly  the  Subfidy  of  Wool,  Leather,  and  Wool- 
fells  for  fix  Years  next  coming  ;  fo  as  during  that  Time 
no  other  Impofitions  or  Charges  be  put  upon  the  faid 
Commons  (p). 

In  his  Thirty-fixth  Year,  the  Great  Men  and  Com- 
mons granted  unto  the  King,  of  every  Sack  of  Wool 
tranfported  twenty  Shillings,  of  every  three  hundred 
Wool- fells  twenty  Shillings,  and  of  every  Laft  of  Lea- 
ther forty  Shillings ;  bendes  the  ancient  Cuftom  of  Half 
a  Mark  a  Sack  of  all  Denizens;,  and  ten  Shillings  for 
Strangers ;  Half  a  Mark  for  every  three  hundred  Wool- 
fells  of  Denizens,  and  ten  Shillings  of  Strangers  ;  and 
one  Mark  for  every  Laft  of  Leather  of  Denizens,  and 
twenty  Shillings  of  Strangers  for  three  Years 

In  his  Forty  fecond  Year,  the  Prelates  and  Great  . 
Men  having  had  full  Deliberation  with  the  Commons, 
granted  the  Subfidy  of  Wool,  Wool-felTs  and  Leather, 
for  two  Years  ;  of  every  Sack  of  Wool,  and  every 
twelve- fcore  Wool- fells  thirty  fix  Shillings  Eigbtpencei 

of 

{fit)  Rot.  Pari.  %z  Edio.  III.  N.  4. 
{n)  Ibid.  tttEdnv.  III.  Parti.  N,  9,  IO» 
<c)  Ibid.  17  Ediv.  III.  N.  )f. 
(}>)  Ibid,  z9  Edw.  Sit   If.  ir» 
(fj  Ibid.  36  £iw.  III.  M  35. 
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k.  fcdwari  in.  of  every  Laft  of  Leather  four  Pounds,  befides  the  an- 
cient Cuftom  'as  before  (r). 

In  his  Forty  third  Year,  the  Lords  and  Commons 
granted  to  him  the  Subfidy  as  above  for  three  Years  ;  of 
every  Sack  of  Wool  forty  three  Shillings  and  Four- 
pence,  which  palled  beyond  Sea  ;  of  every  twelve fcore 
Wool-fells  as  much,  and  of  every  Laft  of  Leather 
four  Pounds,  befides  the  ancient  Cuftom  j  of  Strangers 
for  every  Sack  of  Wool  four  Marks,  of  every  twelve- 
fcore  Wool- fells  four  Marks,  and  of  every  Laft  of 
Leather  eight  Marks,  befides  the  ancient  Cuftom  (j). 

Jn  his  Forty  fifth  Year,  the  Great  Men  and  Com- 
mons granted  a  Subfidy  of  Fifty  thoufand  Pounds,  to 
f>e  levied  of  every  Parim  of  the  Land  two  and  twenty 
Shillings  and  Threepence,  fo  a3  the  Parifbes  of  greater 
Value  mould  contribute  rateably  to  thofe  of  lefs  Value 
(rj.  This  two  and  twenty  Shillings  and  Threepence 
anfwered  not  the  Sum  of  Fifty  thoufand  Pounds,  and 
therefore  not  long  after  at  Winchejiery  the  Great  Men 
and  Commons  granted  One  hundred  and  ten  Shillings 
out  of  every  Parifh,  the  two  and  twenty  Shillings  and 
Threepence  being  comprifed  in  it ;  fo  as  the  Parimes 
of  greater  Value  mould  contribute  to  thole  of  lefc  [u). 

In  his  Forty  fixth  Year,  the  Lords  and  Commons 
granted  for  two  Years  the  Subfidy  on  Wool,  Leather, 
and  Wool-fells,  as  it  was  granted"  in  the  Forty  third 
Year  (w).  And  for  that  this  Subfidy  proved  not  fulfi- 
cient  for  the  King's  Expences,  they  granted  a  Fifteenth 
for  one  Year,  to  be  levied  as  the  laft  was  (x).  Befides 
this,  the  Citizens  and  Burgeflcs  in  this  Parliament,  for 
the  fafe  convoying  of  their  Ships  and  Goods,  granted 
two  Shillings  upon  every  Ton  of  Wine,  and  Sixpence 
in  the  Pound  of  all  Goods  for  a  Year  (>). 

In  his  Forty  feventh  Year,  the  Lords  and  Commons 
granted  a  Fifteenth,  as  it  had  been  in  ancient  Man- 
ner levied,  for  two  Years ;  they  alio  gave  Tonnage 
and  Poundage  for  two  Years,  as  it  was  given  the  laft 

Year 

(r)  P.or.  Pari  42,  Edw.  III.  N.  9. 
fjj  Mid,  43  Edvo.  III.  N,  9,  10, 
(r)  Ibid.  45  Edio.  Fit.  N.  6. 
(u)  Ibid.  N.  10,  {I. 

Hid.  46  Edit:  UI.  N.  10, 
fx  J  Ibid.  N.  11. 
(?)  Jbid,  N.  14,  ij. 
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Year  of  all  Merchandifes  exported  and  imported,  ex-  k.  Edward  III* 
cept  of  Wool,  Wool- fells  and  Leather,   and  then 
granted  the  Sublidy  of  them  for  the  next  Year  com- 

In  his  Fiftieth  Year,  the  Lords  and  Commons  gran- 
ted the  Sublidy  of  Wool,  Leather,  and  Wool-fells  for 
three  Years,  as  it  had  been  granted  in  his  Forty  feventh 
Year  {a). 

In  his  Fifty  firft  Year,  the  Lords  and  Commons 
granted  him  Fourpence  of  every  Pcrfon  of  the  King- 
dom, Males  and  Females,  above  the  Age  of  Fourteen 
Years,  except  very  Beggars ;  and  then  they  defired  to 
be  excufed  that  they  could  give  no  greater  Subfidy,  be- 
caufe  of  their  prefent  grievous  Neceflities  (b). 

Towards  forming  fome  Idea  of  the  Amount  of  thefe  Sub- 
fid  ies,  we  Jhail  exhibit  the  folkiving  ^Account  of  the 
Price  of  Provifions  in  this  King's  Reign. 
In  the  Year  1326,  1  Edw.  III.  at  Tunbridge  in 
£enti  Seventy  Acres  of  Arable  Land  was  worth  35  s. 
per  Annum.  Twelve  Hens  at  1  s.  6  d.  One  Cock 
and  thirteen  Hens,  at  1  s.  7  d.  Eight  Porkers  and  a 
half  at  15  /.  Eighty  Acres  of  Arable,  at  20  s.  or  3  d. 
per  Acre.  Twenty  Acres  of  Palture,  each  at  1  d. 
Fourteen  Acres  of  Meadow,  each  at  4  d.  Eighteen 
Acres  of  Arable,  each  at  3  d.  Twenty  feven  Acres  of 
Arable,  each  at  4  d.  Two  Acres  of  Meadow*  each  at 
10  d.  AJCock  1  d.  Three  Hens  4i<£  From  hence 
We  may  fee,  that  we  can  make  no  certain  Computati- 
on from  the  Rate  of  Acres,  becaufe  of  the  Difference 
of  the  Grounds  {c). 

In  m  6,  There  was  fuch  Plenty  of  Corn*  and  Scar- 
city of  Money,  fays  Knyghtotiy  that  Wheat  was  fold  at 
London*  by  the  Quarter,  at  2  s.  A  fat  Ox  at  6  s.  8  d. 
And  Fabian  adds,  For  a  fat  Sheep  6d.  and  at  moft  8  d. 
Six  Pigeons  i  d.  A  fat  Goofe  at  2  rf.  A  Pig  1  d. 
And  all  other  Victuals  after  the  fame  Rate  j  occalioned 
by  the  King's  gathering  up  all  the  Money  he  could 
get,  to  carry  on  his  Wars  in  France  and  Scotland, 

In 

{k)  Bid.  47  Ed™.  III.  N.  5. 
{a)  Ibid.  50  Edw.  III.  N.  9. 
t»  Ibid.  51  Ed<ut.  III.  N.  19, 


Prke  of  Provi- 
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!  In  1338,  Wheat  fold  per  Quarter  at  3  s.  4  d.  Bar- 

ley at  10  d.  Pcafe  and  Beans,  the  Quarter,  at  1  r. 
Oats,  the  Quarter,  at  10  d. 

In  1339,  Several  Undertakers  promisM  to  deliver  at 
the  Town  of  Berwick*  and  in  Leitb-Rmd,  10,000 
Quarters  of  Wheat  and  Malt,  each  Quarter  at  9  A 
Oais,  Beans,  and  Peafe,  each  Quarter  at  5  s.  This 
Was  a  high  Price  ( d). 

In  1 343,  Two  Oxen,  Price  ef  each  8  s . 
In  1 344,  One  Cow  fold  at  5  j  (e). 
In  1348,  In  the  Time  of  the  Peftilence  Things 
were  fold  almoft  for  nothing.    A  Horfe  worth  40  s.  was 
fold  for  6  j.  8  d.   A  good  fat  Ox  at  4  /.    A  Cow  at 
1  /.    An  Heifer,  or  Steer,  at  6  d.    A  fat  Mutton  at 

4  d.    An  Ewe  at  3  d.    A  Lamb  at  1  d.    A  Hog  at 

5  d.  A  Stone  of  Wooll  at  9  d.  The  Hiftorian  fays, 
they  were  not  only  afraid  of  the  Cattle's  dying,  but  of 
their  own,  for,  other  wife,  Wooll  need  not  have  been 
fo  cheap  (f). 

In  1349,  Corn  was  fo  plentiful,  and  other  Provjfi- 
ons,  that  Wheat  was  fold,  by  the  Quarter,  at  2  s.  A 
fat  Ox  at  London  for  6  i.  8  d  (g). 

In  1359,  Wheat  very  dear,  a  Quarter,  fays  Fabian7 
was  fold  at  1  /.  6  s.  8  d. 

In  1361,  Wheat  fo  cheap,  that  a  Quarter  was  fold 
at  a  s.    Two  Hens  for  1  d.  (h). 

In  [  365,  A  Widow  paid  four  Hens,  or  in  Money 
4  d.  Twelve  Hogs  at  18  s.  each  Hog  at  1  s.  6  d  (;). 
Yet  Wheat  was  fo  dear,  fays  Waljingham^  that  a 
Quarter  was  fold  at  15;. 

In  1 3 69,  Wdfingham  fays,  there  was  fuch  a  Dearth, 
that  Wheat  was  fold  at  1/.  4  and,  according  to 
&<ttt>,  at  1  /,    Barley  at  16  r.  4^.    Oats  at  8  s. 


Sir  Robert  Cotton's  Abridgment  of  tbc  RaQrds. 
(*)  Bp  Kennel**  Faroch.  Ar.ttqttit, 
(f)  Hert.  KnygLton,  Col.  2599. 
(tfj  Aniiavit.  Britarjn. 
(*)  DughtSs  Mcnojl.  Vol.  II. 
(0  Bp  Kenneth  pjrocL.  Antiqttiu 
See  alio  Bp  Flet^aKoJ"tChrttiic<in  Prttiofum. 
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TJ  7  C  HA  R  D  the  Second  began  his  Reign  June  21,  k.  Richard  II. 
/f  in  the  Year  1 377,  he  being  then  eleven  Years  of 
Age  ;  and  on  July  16,  was  folemnly  crowned  at 
Weflmftijler.  This  Prince  was  the  Son  of  Edward,  the 
Black  Prince,  and  was  born  at  Bourdeaux^  in  France, 
1366  ;  his  Mother  was  Joan,  Daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Kent,  called,  for  her  exqutfite  Beauty,  the  fair  Maid 
of  Kent.  The  young  King's  Uncles  were  at  that  Time 
John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancajler  ;  Edmond  of  Lang- 
ley,  afterwards  Earl  of  Cambridge  and  Duke  of  York  ; 
and  Thomas  of  Woodftock,  afterwards  Duke  of  Gloucefter ; 
who  were  all  of  the  late  King's  Sons  then  living.  But 
of  thefe  the  Duke  of  Lancajler  was  the  Chief  $  who, 
as  he  had  managed  the  Government  during  the  Inca- 
pacity of  the  old  King,  hoped,  by  proper  Meafures,  to 
continue  the  fame  Sway  in  the  Minority  of  the  prefent.  A  Parf 

On  the  fourth  of  Auguft  the  fame  Year,  Writs  were  died  opoa  Mi 
iffued  out  for  the  calling  a  Parliament  to  meet  fifteen  Acceflion  to  the 
Days  after  Michaelmafs. 


Crown. 


and  Leon,  Duke  of 
Laneafler,  &c. 
Edmond  Earl  of  Cambridge. 
Richard  Earl  of  Arundel. 
Thomas  of  Wcodjfock  Earl 
of  Buckingham  and  Con- 
ftable  of  England. 
Edward  Mortimer  Ear!  of 

March. 
Thomas  Beauchamp  Earl  of 

Warwick. 
Hugh  Earl  of  Stafford. 
Gilbert  Umfrroile  Earl  of 
Angus. 

WiUiamUfforJEMlot  Suf- 
folk. 

iPttliam  Montacute  Earl  of 
Salifbury. 


The  following  were  the  Peers  fummoned  to  this  Jirji 
Parliament  (k)* 

JOHN  King  of  Cajlik  j  Henry  Percy  Earl  of  Nor-**™ 
and  Leon,  Duke  of      thumberland.  ,J77* 

John  Mowbray  Earl  of  At  Weftmimu-r. 

Nottingham. 
Guifchard  Earl  of  Hun- 
tington. 
Lord  James  Audley  of  He~ 
kith. 

Lord  William  Latimer. 
Lord  William  Bardolfe  of 

Wormegah, 
Lord  Ralph  Bajfet  of 

D  rah  on. 
Lord  Guy  de  Brian. 
Lord  Roger  de  Beauchamp. 
Lord  John  de  Clinton. 
Lord  Gilbert  Talbot. 
Lord  William  de  Bortreaux. 
Lord  John  de  la  Ware. 

Lord 

(ij  Cotten's  dbrtJg.  of  parliamtntarj  Rf«irdtf  p,  153. 
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K.  Richard  II.  Lord  Henry  Scrope. 

Lord  John  Nevile  of  Ba- 
by. 

Lord  John  Ferrers  of 
Groby. 

Lord  Thomas  Roos  of  • 
.  /ai*. 

x  Lord  Richard  de  Stafford. 

Lord  John  Grey  of  Cafe- 

Lord  Henry  Grey  of  Wilton. 
Lord  Reginald  Grey  of 

Ruthin. 
Lord  Nicholas  Burnel. 
Lord  William  U  Zouch  de 
.  Harringworth. 
.  ■  Lord  J&£*r  C/i^r^. 
Lord  Almaric  de  St  Amand. 
Lord        £«/fc>rf . 
Lord 

Lord  Roger  Scales. 
Lord  .R Cornwal. 
Lord  Michael  de  la  Pole, 

Admiral  of  the  Northern 

Sea  Ports. 
Lord  Peter  de  Mauley. 


Ralph  Baron  Greyftock. 
Lord  /iFtf//*r  Fitz-Walter 
Lord  Walter  Ferrars  of 

Wemme. 
Lord  .fofor/  Harrington* 
Lord  William  Morley. 
Lord  William  de  Fur  nival. 
Lord  William  de  Aldburgh. 
Lord  Cobbam  d$ 

Kent. 

Lord         <fc  Dacre. 
Lord  £fl£*r/  Willougbby. 
Lord        <fe  /^/^j. 
Lord  /flfo  Clifton. 
Lord  Strange  de 

Knowley. 
Lord  Maurice  de  Berkley. 
Lord        <fc  Arundek. 
Lord  Warrin  de  Lip. 
Lord  i/<?«ry  Fitzhugb. 
Lord  Richard  de  Scrope, 
Lord  P&ty  ^  Darcy* 
Edmond  Earl  of  Cambridge 

as  Lord  Warden  of  tic 

Cinque-Ports. 


The  Caufe  of  the  Summons  was  declared  by  the 
Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  in  a  Speech  conformable 
to  the  San&ity  of  his  Calling,  beginning  with  this 
Text,        tuus  venit  tibi.    Which  Subject,  he  divi- 
'  ded  into  three  Parts,  faying,  4  That  for  three  Caufes 

*  every  Friend  ought  to  be  welcome  to  another.  Firft, 
*,if  he  came  to  rejoice  or  be  merry  with  his  Friend  for 

*  any  lingular  Benefit  or  good  Hap  that  had  befal'n  him} 

*  and  therefore  made  Ufe  of  this  odd  Expreffion,  for  a 

*  Male  Friend,  Et  exultavlt  Infant  in  XJtero  ejus.  The 

*  next  was,  if  the  faid  Friend  came  to  comfort  ano- 
4  ther  in  Adverfity  ;  as  is  mentioned  in  the  Book  of 
'  Job.  And  the  laft,  for  trying  his  Friend  ih  the  Time 
4  of  Adverfity,  according  to  the  Scripture*  In  Neceffi- 

*  tate  probabitur  Amicus. 

To 
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To  this  Preface  he  applied,  *  That  the  King,  their  k.,  Richard 

*  undoubted  Liege  Lord  was  now  come  unto  them, 

*  not  for  one,  but  for  all  the  three  Caufes.    For  the 

*  ririt,  to  rejoice  with  them  in  the  great  Providence 

*  and  Grace  of  God,  by  fending  his  Peifon  amongft 

*  them  ;  not  by  any  collateral  Means,  or  Election,  but 

*  by  fpecial  Defctnt  sf  Inheritance  ;  and  for  their  good 

*  Wilb  towards  him,  he  was  therefore  come  to  give 

*  them  Thanks/  For  the  fecond,  '  To  vifitand  com- 

*  fort  them  in  their  Neceffi ties  and  Ad verfiries,  he  was 

*  alio  come,  not  only  for  the  Death  of  the  noble  King 

*  Edward  and  the  Prince  his  Son,  but,  alfo,  for  the 

*  great  Lolles  which  they  had  A)  flamed  on  the  Sea- 

*  Coafts,  and  ellewhere  within  the  Realm  by  their 

*  Enemies.  Whereunto,  he  now. was  come,  not  only 

*  to  proffer  himfelf  in  Aid,  but  to  confirm  all  their 
4  Liberties  ;  to  maintain  the  Laws  and  Peace  of  the. 

*  Kingdom,  and  to  redrefs  all  that  was  to  the  contrary* 
Thirdly,  '  To  try  or  aflay  them,  he  was,  alfo,  come 

*  to  advife  and  councel  with  them  for  fupprefling  the 

*  Enemy  j  and  to  require  an  Aid  of  them,  without 

*  which  he  could  not  perform  the  fame.    For  all  which 

*  Reafons  he  defired  them  to  con  fult  together. 
Then  came  on  the  ufual  Forms  of  Parliament,  in 

appointing  of  Receivers  for  Petitions  for  England,  h  t- 
landy  ffales  and  Scotland;  with  thpfe  of  Gajcoigny  and. 
the  IJles.  And  the  next  Day,  being  again  aflembled, 
Sir  Richard  U  Scrope,  Steward  of  the  King's  Houfhold* 
rehearfed  what  the  Archbtfhop  had  laid  before,  and,  by 
the  King's  Command,  told  the  Commons,  *  That  he, 

*  defired  they  would  advife  him  which  Way,  his  and  t}ie, 
'  Kingdom's  JEnemies  might  be  refilled,  and  how  the 
c  Expences  of  fuch  Rciiftance  was  to  be  born,  with 

*  the  greatelt  Eafe  to  the  People,  Profit  and  Honour 

*  to  the  Kingdom.* 
The  Commons,  hereupon,  prayed  the  King,  *  That 

*  for  the  great  Importance  of  the  Charge  given  them,i 

*  in  thefe  Declarations,  and  for  the  Weaknefs  of  their.' 

*  Abilities  to  advife  the  bed  (/),  he  would  be  pleafed  to 
'  let  certain  Prelates  and  Lords  be  joined  with  them  in 

*  Confutation  ou  fuch  vveic;hty  Affaus,  for  the  more, 
Vot.  I.  Dd  «  fpeed/, 

(1)  La  V*ibltji(d4  fmrptairs  &  Stnt,  B*ad  v  frojp  the  Record-  p<  3*7* 


The  Duke  of 

Lsncafter,  the 
King't  Uncle, 
complain!  of 
the  Cummons 
hiving  afpcrfed 
his  Character. 


him- 

hem, 
Ma- 
fpo- 
ma- 
rbid» 

u£ 

one 
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K.  Hxtaui  II.  *  fpeedy  and  happy  Difpafch  of  the  Bufinefs,  wherewith 

*  they  were  charged.*  And  named  the  Duke  of  L an- 
taJltTy  the  Bifhops  of  Londcn,  Ety?  Rdcbejlcr  and  Car- 
tijle  ;  the  Earls  of  March,  Arundel^  Wa'rwuk  and  An- 
gus, ;  the  Lord  Nni/e,  Sir  Henry  de  Strcpt,  Sir  Richer  J 
USircpet  and  Six  Richard  de  Stafford;  which  was  ac- 
cordingly granted  by  the  King  in  Parliament. 

Upon  this  the  Duke  of  Lancafier^  immediately,  a- 
rofe  from  his  Place,  and  falling;  upon  his  Knees  before 
the  King,  humbly  prayed  his  Ma  jetty  to  hear  him  a 
Nn1e  in  a  weighty  Caufe  which  greatly '  concerned  him- 
Jelf;  and  laid,  *  That  though  the4  Commons  had  ct 
(  fen  him  for  one  of  the  Lords  to  commune  with  the 
*'  on  the  Matters  in  the  Charge,  yet  he  defired  his 

*  jefty  to  txcuie  htm,  for  that  the  Commons  had 

*  ken  ill  of  hirrr*/  cr^tig,  that  he  had  committed  ma- 

*  nifeft  1  re^fon,  if  "their  Report,  which  God  forbid* 
c       true.    That  he  had  been  alwnys  careful  to  gua 

;  .:;,!:  any  fuch,  Imputations,  as  it  was  n 
TonpUil  y  known  that  none  of  his  Ancestor's,  of  oh 

*  SiJe  V  other,  was  ever  a  Traitor,  but  always  firm. 
4  and  'loyal,  and  it  was  a  marvelous  Thing  he 'ftbMd 
'  deviate  from  the  Line,  tince  he  had  more  to.  Uffe' 
*'  ih  m\  any  other  fvfan  in  the  K'mgdorn,  That  if  any 
'  Mafi'i "of  what  E^ftate  and  Condition  foever  he  was* 

*  fhculd  be  fo  bold  as  to  lay  Treafon,,or  other  Djllcy- 

*  nlty  to  r)is  Change,  or  any  other  Thing  done  by  him 
ft  prejudicial  to  the  Kin^cbm,  he  was  ready  to  defend 
'  hifnieif  by  his  Body,  or  otherwife, as  the  King  and 

*  Lords  tfvul !  aware,  zt  if  he  was  the  pooreft  Knight 
'Barcbeloror*  the^fealnt' ' 

Debate  there-  he  "Duke  having'  ended  his  Speech,  the  Biftops  an 
Sfe  a<^T!ie  'Lords  ftood  up,  ahtt  with  one  Voice  defired  an 

pH'yb^irfi,  that  he  would  leave  off  fuch  Difcourfes 
for  .they  thoughr  .no  Man  living  wcfold  fay  any  fuc! 
Tilings  Of  him.  'The  Commons  alto  laid,  in  their 
own  Defence,  *  That' it  was  apparent  and  notorious 

*  they  thought  him  free  from  all  Blame  and  Defa 
*"tion,  and  had  given  an  evident  Proof  of  it  in  chufi 
*;  him  to  be  their  principal  Aider,  Comforter, 

*  Councilor  in  this  Parliament,  praying  With  one  Vr.i 
**t8  liave  ihemielves  cleared  from  iuch  Repons.* 
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The  Duke  replied  again,  c  That  the  Words  had  k.  Richard  II.- 
4  been  long,  tho*  falfely,  fpread  about  the  Kingdom  5 
4  and  that  he  wondered  much  how  any  Man  could  or 

*  would  begin,  or  continue  fuch  Slanders,  for  the  Dif- 
4  grace  and  Danger  that  might  from  thence  enfue. 
4  Becaufe,  the  firft  Inventor  of  fuch  Speeches,  by  which 
4  Debate  might  arife  between  the  King  and  the  Peers 
4  of  the  Land,  was  a  manifeft  Traitor;  fince  fuch 
4  Debates  might  turn  to  the  Deftruftion  of  the  whole 
4  Kingdom.    He  therefore  prayed  that  a  good  Aft, 

4  or  Ordinance,  might  be  provided  in  this  Parliament*  - 
4  and  a  juft  and  fpeedy  Punimment  affigned  to  all  the 
4  Inventors  of  fuch  evil  Reports,  for  the  preventing 
4  the  Danger  of  them  for  the  Time  to  come  :  And 
4  as  to  himfelf,  he  declared  that  for  what  was  paft  all 

*  mould  beforyiven.' 

After  thefe  Altercations  were  thus  ended,  the  Com- The  firft  inftance 
mons  went  upon  Bufinefs j  and  Sir  Peter  de  la  Mare^^^T^^ 
Knight  of  the  Shire  for  Hereford/hire,  being  chofentr.umsa  pe 
Speaker  of  the  Commons,  and  the  firft  upon  Record  (m)y 
made  a  Proteftation  and  faid,  4  That  what  he  had  to  They  eka  sir 
4.  declare  was  from  their  whole  Body  ;  and  therefore  Peter  de  la  Mare, 
4  required  that  if  he  mould  happen  to  fpeak  any  Thing,  *ho>  'm  ^f* 

*  without  their  Confents,  that  it  ought  to  be  amended  ReguiH 
4 .  before  his  Departure  from  the  faid  Place.  He  com-  tions  in  the  Go- 
4  mended  the  Feats  of  Chivalry  heretofore  practifed, 

4  for  which  this  Nation  was  fo  renowned  ;  and  faid, 

*  that  by  the  Decay  of  the  fame,  the  Honour  of  the 
4  Realm  did  and  would  daily  decreafe.  That  whereas 
4  Merchants  were  Mailers  of  their  own  Ships,  and  had 
4  the  free  Difpofition  of  them,  yet,  formerly,  one 
4  Town  had  more  good  Ships  than  the  whole  Nation 
4  at  this  Time.'  He  therefore  prayed  that,  4  Becaufe 
«  the  King  was  then  very  young  and  of.  tender  Age, 

*  for  the  Amendment  of  feveral  Errors  in  the  Govern- 

Ddi  4  ment, 

(m)  See  Cotton's  Abridgment,  p.  155.    Brady  and  Tyrrel. 

This  Sir  Pierce,  or  Peter,  de  la  Mare  had  been  releafed  fome  Tim* 
before  out  of  Nottingham  Caftle,  after  a  long  Confinement  for  fpeakiog 
his  Mind  too- freely  in  the  laft  Reign  in  Parliament,  againft  Alice  Peirfi, 
Edward  the  Third's  Miftrcft.         Stewe%%  Cbron.  p.  278. 

See  before,  p.  312. 


i  40    The  ^Parliamentary 


R  Y 


K,  Kfctord  1L  *  ment,  and  the  Prefervaiion  of  the  Realm*  whic] 

4  at  that  Time  in  greater  Danger  than  ever,  the  King 

*  and  Loids  of  Parliament  would  confider,  more  efpe- 
4  dally,  of  three  Things; 

*  Fitft,  That  they  would  in  that  Parliament  name 

*  and  appoint  nine  Perfons,  of  the  different  £  dates,  to 

*  be  continual  Counfellors  to  the  King  for  the  Affairs  of 
4  the  Realm,  along  with  the  King's  other  State-Offi- 

*  cers  j  r^d  that  they  might  be  fuch  Pertbns  as  beft 

*  knew  how  to  avert  impending  Dangers,  and  would 
t  diligently  attend  to  their  Charge,  for  the  good  Go- 
4  vera  men t  and  Prefer  vation  of  the  Realm  ;  and  that 

*  the  Commons  might  have  the  Names  of  thofe  Coun- 

*  fettprs,  who  alio  might  he  the  Agents  and  Directors 
4  of  what  Money  was  to  be  given  for  the  Wars. 

4  Secondly j  That  they  would  pleafe  to  name  and 

*  appoint  ihofe  that  were  to  be  about  the  King's  Per- 
1  fon.  who  were  to  be  Men  of  vertuous  and  honeft 

*  Conversion,  that  they  might  educate  him  accor- 
4  dtn*ly  ;  and  that  the  Charge  of  the  King's  Houftold 
4  might  be  born  by  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown,  fo 
4  that  what  was  granted  to  the  Wars  might  be  expen- 

*  ded  that  Way  only. 
4  Thirdly,  That  the  common  Law  and  other  Sta- 

*  tuies  and  Ordinances  of  the  Land  might  be  oblerved, 
4  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  the  People  governed  by 

*  them  5  and  that  they  might  not  be  defeated  by  the 

*  Singularity  of  any  about  the  King,  faving,  however, 

*  in  all  Things  the  Regalities  and  Dignity  of  the  King, 

*  to  which  the  Commons  would  have  no  Prejudice 

*  done  any  'Way  by  their  Demands. 
The  Anfwer  which  was  given  to  thefe  Petitions  was, 

*  That  the  Prelates  and  Lords  would  advife  together,* 
commanding  the  Commons,  in  the  mean  while,  to  re- 
turn to  their  Place. 

The  firft  Requeft  of  the  Commons  being  recited  be- 
fore the  King  and  Lord?,  was  by  them  granted ;  yet 
fo  as  the  Chancellor,  Treafurer,  and  Keeper  of  the 
Privy- Seal,  Juftices  of  one  Berwh  and  the  other,  and 
all  other  Officers  of  the  Realm,  might  execute  their 
Offices,  vvithoux  the  Piefence  of  thole  Cbunlellors,  who 


Of  ENGLAND.  341 

by  Advice  of  the  Lords  were  then  appointed,  being  k.  Richard  u. 

nine  in  Number,  viz.  the  Bifhops  of  London,  Carlifle, 

and  Salisbury,  the  Earls  of  March  and  Stafford,  Sir*  J^^P' 

Richard  de  Stafford,  and  St  Henry  Le  Scrope,  Banerets  5  the'Wing's'iSi- 

Sir  John  D*Evereux,  and  Sir  Hugh  Segrave,  Knights  nority. 

Bachelors  j  who  being  thus  chofen  in  Council  for  this 

Year,  were  fwcrn  before  the  King  himfelf,  to  do  what 

they  were  chofen  for,  in  the  Prefence  of  divers  Lords 

in  Parliament. 

As  to  the  fecond  Requeft,  for  the  naming  and  af- 
figning  fuch  as  mould  be  about  the  King's  Perfon,  the 
Lords  of  Parliament  anfwer'd,  *  That  it  feemed  to  them 
for  many  Caufes  too  heavy  and  hard  a  Requeft  to  place 
any  Perfon  about  the  King,  that  mould  not  be  accep- 
table to  him  ;  or  to  remove  any  Officer,  or  Servant, 
if  it  were  not  by  his  exprefs  Will,  and  for  fome  nota- 
ble Fault  to  be  proved  againft  fuch  Officers,  and  Ser- 
vants ;  wherefore,  the  Lords  would  not  willingly  med- 
dle with  thefe  Matters/ 

To  the  other  Part  of  this  Requeft  the  Lords  anfwer- 
ed,  *  That  they  would  take  good  Deliberation,  and  fpeak 
with  the  great  Officers  of  the  King's  Houmold  about 
it,  and  if  by  their  Advice  it  could  be  done,  faving  the 
State  and  Honour  of  the  King,  what  they  defired  mould 
be  performed.* 

As  for  the  third  Petition  it  feemed  reafonable  to  all 
the  Lords,  that  it  mould  be  granted. 

Then  the  Lords  and  Commons,  (perceiving  the  im- 
'  minent  Danger  the  Nation  was  in,  by  reafon  of  the  A  Subfidy  grant- 
great  Wars,  both  by  Sea  and  Land,)  for  the  Defence  of  6i- 
the  Kingdom,  and  Refiftance  of  its  great  Enemies, 
granted  the  King  two  Fifteenth  without  Cities  and 
Boroughs,  and  two  Tenths  within  Cities  and  Boroughs 
for  two  Years  ;  praying  the  King,  that  as  well  the 
Money  of  the  faid  Tenths  and  Fifteenths,  as  the  Tenths 
granted  by  the  Clergy,  and  Money  of  the  Subfidy  of 
Wool,  might  be  in  the  keeping  of  efpecial  Treafufers 
by  his  own  Appointment,  which  were  iVilliam  Wal- 
worth and  John  Philpot,  Merchants  of  London,  who 
were  to  give  an  Account  of  their  Receipts  and  Dif- 
burfements,  in  Manner  as  the  King  and  Council  mould 
order. 

Dd*  In 


In  this  Parliament  AUce  Pierce,  the  late  King's  Mi- 
ftrefs,  was  brought  before  the  Lords,  and  accufed  of 
The  kte  King' i  procuring  a  Pardon  for  Richard  Lyon,  (who,  in  the 

^bVbS"  fiftieth  Year  of  Edward  thc  Third»  had  be™  convifted 
*  of  embefcimg  the  Publick  Money)  and  other  high  Crimes, 
of  which,  being  found  Guilty,  Ihe  was  fentenced  to 
be  baiiim'd,  and  her  Eftates  confiscated.     But  with 
this  Provifo,  *  That  this  Law,  particularly  made  for 

*  the  Prevention  of  fuch  odious  Things,  fhould  not  be 

*  made  ufc  of,  nor  drawn  into  Example,  againlt  any 

*  other  Perfon,  or  in  any  other  Cafe.' 
There  were  alio  feveral  other  Petitions  in  this  Par- 
liament ;  the  moft  remarkable  of  which  were  thefe. 

petition*  of  die  The  Commons  pray'd,  *  That  becaufe  the  late  King 
Commoni,  Edward  was  guided  by  evil  Counfellors,  as  had  been 
authenticity  proved,  that  they  might  be  removed  from 
all  the  King's  Councils  ;  and  that  other  fit  Perfons 
might  be  put  in  their  Places  ;  and  further,  that  no  Of- 
ficers of  the  King's  Court,  great  or  fmall,  do  ktep  up 
Quarrels  or  Suits  in  the  Country  by  Maintenance,  nor 
meddle  with  any  Thing,  but  what  belongs  to  their 
Office/ 

As  to  the  firft  Requeft,  the  King  granted  it ;  and  as 
to  the  Second,  touching  Maintenance,  he  further  in- 
forced  it ;  by  ftreightly  forbidding  any  Counfellor,  Of- 
ficer, or  other  Servant,  or  others  belonging  to  him,  in 
the  Kingdom,  to  uphold  any  Quarrel  or  Suit  hy  Main- 
tenance, under  pain  of  lofing  their  Offices  and  Services, 
and  to  be  impriioned,  and  ranfomed  at  the  King's 
Pleafure. 

Another  Petition  was,  '  That  during  the  King's  Mi- 
nority, the  Chancellor,  High-Treafurer,  Chief  Jufti- 
ces  of  one  Bench  and  the  other,  the  Chief  Baron  of 
the  Exchequer,  the  Steward  andTreafurer  of  theHouf- 
hold,  the  Chief  Chamberlain  and  Clerk  of  the  Privy- 
Seal,  the  Wardens  of  the  Forefls  on  this  Side  Trent 
and  beyond,  might  be  made  by  Parliament ;  and  if  it 
fhould  happen,  that  any  of  thefe  Minifters  or  Officers 
fhould  be  laid  afide,  between  one  Parliament  and  ano- 
ther, that  then  another  be  put  in  his  Place,  by  the 
King's  Council,  until  the  next  Parliament  mould 
meet,' 

This 
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This  Petition  was  likewife  granted  in  Part,  that  K,  Richard  II. 
while  the  King  was  under  Age,  the  Counfellors,  Chan- 
cellor, Steward  of  the  Houmold,  and  Chamberlain, 
fbould  be  all  chofen  by  the  Lords  in  Parliament,  faving 
always  the  Eftate  and  Heritage  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford% 
to  the  Office  of  Chamberlain  ;  and  as  to  the  other  Offi- 
cers above-named,  the  King  mould  make  .them  by  the 
Aflent  of  his  Council. 

Then  the  Citizens  of  London  delired, «  That  upon  the 
King's  fpecial  Grace,  and  for  the  Enlargement  of 
the  Francbifes  of  their  City,  if  any  Article  in  the  Char- 
ter granted  by  him  and  his  Progenitors,  to  the  faid 
Citizens,  mould  prove  difficult  or  doubtful,  and  might 
be  taken  in  divers  Senfes,  that  then  the  Senfe  they 
claimed  to  have  it  in,  fhou'd  be  allowed.' 

To  this  the  Anfwer  was,  '  That  the  Interpretation  of 
the  King's  Charters  belong'd  to  him  j  and  if  any  Doubt 
arofe  thereupon,  the  King,  by  Advice  of  his  Council, 
would  make  fuch  Interpretation,  as  mould  be  according 
to  Reafon  and  good  Faith.'  ' 

Dr  Brady  has  added  another  Demand  of  the  Com- 
mons, and  tho'  Mr  Tyrrel  has  ftrictly  copied  all  the 
reft,  yet  he  has  omitted  this,  for  what  Reafon  we  know 
not ;  for  it  is  evident  thereby  what  Thoughts  the  Peo- 
ple of  England  had  of  the  great  Ufe  of  frequent  Par- 
liaments in  thofe  Days.  The  Doctor's  Tranflation  of 
the  Petition  is  as  follows, 

The  Commons  pray  further,  '  That  a  Parliament 

*  may  be  holden  in  a  convenient  Place  once  a  Year,  to 
6  redrefs  Delays  in  Suits,  and  to  end  fuch  Caufes 

*  wherein  the  Judges  were  of  different  Opinions. 

To  which  they  had  this  Anfwer,  6  The  Statutes 

*  made  for  that  Purpofe  (hall  be  obferved  and  kept ; 

*  and  as  to  the  Place  where  the  Parliament  mall  be 

*  holden  the  King  will  have  the  Choice  (n). 

This 

( n)  In  a  fliort  Hiftory  of  the  life  and  Reign  of  King  Richard  the 
Second,  in  the  Title  faid  to  be  wrote  by  a  Perjon  of  Quality,  Sin. 
London,  1681,  p.  5.  the  Author  oblerres  that  the  Grants,  above,  of 
Money  were.given,  *  On  Condition,  that  the  King  for  the  future  fhould 
'  not  burthen  them  with  more  Requefts  of  that  Kind  to  draw  away  his 
'  Subjects* Money,  but  would  live  on  his  Dmefna  and  continue  his  War* 
'  for  that  his  own  proper  Royal  Revenues  were  fufficient  both  to  main- 

t  taia 


Rkharfii.  This  Parliament  continued  from  Ofttbtr  the  13th 
to  the  1 8th  of  Ncvember^  in  all  thirty-fix  Days  : 
When  the  King  gave  Thanks  to  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons for  their  Expedition  in  granting  the  Subjidy  ; 
and  defiring  the  Knights,  Citizens  and  Burgefles  to  file 
out  Writs  for  their  Expences,  he  diflblved  the  Parlia- 
ment. 

On  the  fixteenth  of  February^  in  the  next  Year,  but 
AnnoRepii  t.  which,  according  to  the  Calculation  of  our  Lawyers, 
13784      is  Hill  in  the  firit  of  this  King  (0),  Writs  were  iflued 
At  Wcfoniafter.  0ut  to  call  a  new  Parliament  to  meet  at  Wtfiminjler^ 
fifteen  Days  after  Eajler,  or  April  25.   At  the  Day  ap- 
pointed, the  Duke  of  Lantajiir^  with  feveral  Bifbops 
and  Lords,  came  to  the  Palace  at  TVeflminfter^  and  at- 
tended the  King's  coming  for  a  long  Time  ;  but  fome 
Sheriffs  having  not  yet  made  their  Returns,  the  Parlia- 
ment was  adjourned  to  next  Day,  by  open  Proclamation 
made  in  the  Hall  for  that  Purpofe.    And,  for  the  fame 
Reafon,  on  that  Day  it  was  put  off  to  the  fol- 
lowing. 

On  which  Day,  being  April  27,  Sir  Richard  UStrope9 
Lord  Chancellor,  opened  the  Seffion  with  a  Speech  to 
this  Purport.    '  Firft,  That  the  K^inp  defired  the  Li- 

*  berty  of  the  Church  might  be  maintained.  Next, 

*  that  at  the  End  of  the  lalt  Parliament,  his  Majefty, 

*  according  to  their  Requeft,  had  elected  feveral  Lords, 
■  and  otheis,  to  be  of  his  continual  Council;  but,  by 
'  Reafon  of  the  fudden  breaking  up  of  that  Parliament* 

*  he  was  not  advifed  what  Number  they  would  have 

*  chofen  of  the  latter.    Yet,  what  were  being  fworn, 

*  they,  with  the  Lords  confulted  about  the  Affairs  of 

'  the 

*  tain  hie  Court  and  carry  on  his  Wars,  if  the  fame-  were  but  managed 

*  by  fit  and  trufty  MiniAe™,' 
Ar.  B.  This  H ill ory,  tho'  printed  \  o  early  as  i63i,  is  not  taken  No- 
tice of  by  Archbiftop  Nicboljon  in  his  Eng.  Hip.  Library, 

( a)  Mr  Cdlur  fuppofes  that  the  Year  was  now  changed  from  Cbrifl- 
tnafi  to  Lady-Day  %  becaufe,  fays  he,  Richard  It.  began  to  reign  in 
Juve  1577,  and  it  the  Year  had  began,  either  at  Cbrijlmafst  or  Janu-^ 
ory  i.  this  Parliament  muft  have  been  held  in  the  Year  1378  ;  where- 
as the  Statute  Book  tells  us  exprefsly  it  was  held  Avno  fn mo  Rich,  II. 
and  in  the  Year  1377.  Bat,  if  it  had  been  put  there,  1378,  it  i* 
ftill  in  the  firft  of  this  King,  till  June  ai,  the  Day  he  bfgan  h:s  Reign. 

Collier's  Eccle/iaflice/ Jii/l.  Book  VJ.  P.  56*. 
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*  the  Realm,  and  the  great  Danger  it  was  in  j  and  con-  K-  Riciwd 

■  fidering  the  great  Charges  necellary  to  fupport  it,  they 

*  would  not  fully  determine  without  the  Advice  of 

*  Parliament.  However,  they  agreed  to  prepare  a  Land- 

■  Army,  and  a  Navy  of  Ships,  and  lent  the  King 

*  great  Sums  of  Money  to  th'at  Purpoie.  Which 

*  Navy  and  Army  his  Majefly  had  prepared,  and  by 
e  that  Means  was  become  indebted  to  them,  and  to  fe- 
tf  vera!  good  Cities  and  Towns  for  the  fame  Loan. 
'  Therefore  he  defired  the  Lords  and  Commons,  fe- 
1  perately,  to  weigh  well  the  Neceflities  of  the  Nation, 

*  and  to  provide  accordingly  ;  and  not  to  wonder  at 

*  the  fudden  Calling  of  this  Parliament,  eonljdering 
'  that  it  was  done  for  the  King's  Honour  and  the  Safe- 

*  ty  of  the  Realm."  The  Chancellor  concluded  with 
faying,  *  That  for  the  Expences  borne  and  to  be  borne, 

*  the  Treafurers  of  th&fame  were  ready,  and  fliould 

*  be  ready,  to  exhibit  their  Accounts. 
The  Lords  and  Commons  taking  into  Consideration 

the  dangerous  State  of  the  Nation,  at  this  CriJjSj  from 
the  Malice  of  its  Enemies,  both  of  France  and  elfe- 
where,  and  the  great  Neceflities  of  the  Kingdom,  to 
raife  Monies  to  be  able  to  withftand  them  j  firft,  a- 
greed  that  the  Mark  laid  upon  every  Sack  of  Wool, 
and  the  Six  Pence  in  the  Pound  for  all  Merchandize, 
which  was  given  in  the  laft  Parliament,  fhould  be  re- 
mitted j  and  in  Lieu  thereof  they  granted  the  old  Sub- 
fidy  on  Wool,  as  it  was  before  that  Parliament,  for 
one  Year  from  Mubaelmafs  next.  They  likewife  gran-  A  Pol!> 
ted  a  certain  Pell-Tux*  to  be  paid  by  Perlbns  of  diffe-  granted, 
rent  Sexes,  Ranks  Eftates  and  Degrees  in  the  King- 
dom ;  which  being  a  Tax  quite  new,  and  the  Act  it- 
fclf  expretling,  very  particularly,  what  Sum  each  Man 
or  Woman  mould  pay,  as  well  as  the  feveral  Qualities 
and  Conditions  of  the  whole  EngUJb  Nation,  in  thofe 
Days,  we  fhall  give  at  length,  as  traoJIated  from  the 
original  French  in  Dr  Brady's  Appendix  ;  and  we  are 
perfuaded  it  cannot  be  unacceptable  to  a  curious  Rea- 
der («. 

After 

(p)  A  Poll  Tax  of  four  Pence  *  Head  on  all  Perfont,  Men  or  Wo- 
men,  above  the  Age  of  fourteen,  Beggars  etcepted,  had  been  granted 
)hs  lafl  year  of  the  late  King  j  but  we  do  not  find  it  was  ever  levied. 
See  ft**'*  4N%<  P.  14V  Na,%<^ 
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,  Richard  IL  After  the  Recital,  in  the  Aft,  of  what  is  mentioned 
before,  the  Particulars  of  this  Capitation-Tax  begin 
with, 

The  Dukes  of  Loncafter  and  Bretaignet  each  ten 


Marks  (q). 


Earl  1 


:  England,  4/. 
The  Countefles,  who  were  Widows,  the  fame  as 

the  Earls,  4/. 

Every  Baron,  Banneret,  or  Knight*  who  had  as  good 
an  Eft  ate  as  the  Barons,  40  Sbi/Hngs. 

Every  Baronefs,  who  is  a  Widow,  as  a  Baron ;  and 
a  Banerefe  as  a  Baneret,  40  $. 

Every  Batcjielor  and  every  Efquire,  who  by  Eftate 
ought  to  be  made  a  Knight,  20  s. 

Every  Widow  that  was  the  Wife  of  a  Batchelor, 
Efquire,  tos.  K 

Every  Efquire  of  lefs  Eftate,  4  s.  yd. 

'Every  Woman,  Widow  of  fuch  an  Efquire,  or  fuf- 
ficient  Merchant,  6  s  8  d. 

Every  Efquire  without  Pofleflions,  Lands,  Rents  of 
Goods,  that  is  in  Service,  or  bears  Arms,  3  r.  3  d. 

The  chief  Prior  of  the  Hofpital  of  Saint  John,  as  a 
Baron,  40  s. 

Every  Commander  of  the  fame  Order  of  England,  as 
a  Batchelor,  joj. 

Every  other  Brother,  Knight  of  the  fame  Or- 
der,   13*"  *rd. 

All  other  Brothers  of  the  fame  Order,  as  an  Efquire 
without  PolTeflions,  3;.  +  d. 

Every  Juitice,  as  well  of  the  one  Bench,  as  of  the  o- 
ther,  and  the  chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  each,  100  j. 

Every  Serjeant  and  great  Apprentice  of  the  Law,  40  s. 

Other  Apprentices  which  follow  the  Law,  20  s. 

All  other  Apprentices  of  lefs  Eftate,  and  Attorneys, 
each,  6  j.  Sd. 

The 

(q )  Mr  Tyrrcl  has  been  guilty  of  a  great  Miftake  here  in  Copying  I>r 

Br,i<tyt  for  he  tells  us  that  the  two  Dukei  paid  ten  Pounds  a  Piece  as 
Pukes,  and  ten  Marks  each  a;  Barons,  which  was  not  fo  j  the  Frtntb 
Account  fets  them  at  ten  Marks  each,  and  the  Dr  only  mention » the  fame 
Sum  to  them,  in  the  English  Tranuation. 

TyrrcPi  Hilt.  Vol.  lit.  P.  S47. 
The  Duke  of  Brtteigne,  in  Franc* ,  was  Join  Mountfort,  who  bad  di- 
«rs  Lanfo  and  Peflcjfignc  in  England* 


fuf- 
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The  Mayor  of  London  {hall  pay  as  an  Earl,  4/. 
The  Aldermen  of  London,  each  as  a  Baron,  40  /. 
All  other  Mayors  of  great  Towns  in  England ,  each 
as  a  Baron,  40  s. 

Other  Mayors  of  fmaller  Towns,  according  to  the 
value  of  their  Eftate,  201.  iox.  or6j.  8  d. 

And  all  Jurats  of  good  Towns,  and  great  Merchant! 
of  the  Realm,  fhall  pay  as  Batchelors,  each,  20 /. 
Other  fuflkient  Merchants.  8  j.  4  d. 
All  lefler  Merchants,  and  Artificers,  Hulbandmen, 
or  who  li  ve  upon  Tillage  according  to  the  value  of  their 
Eftate,  4  j.  8  d,  3  j.  4  d.  a  s.  1  z  d,  or  6  d. 

Every  Serjeant  and  Freeman  of  the  Country,  accor- 
ding to  their  Eftate,  6j.  8  d.  or  40  d. 

The  Farmers  of  Mannors,  Parfonages  and  Granges, 
Merchants  of  Beafts,  and  other  Buyers  and  Sellers,  ac- 
cording to  their  Eftate,  6  s,  %  d.  40  d.  2  s.  or  12  d. 

All  Advocates,  Notaries,  and  Proflors  who  are 
married,  fhall  pay  as  Serjeants  of  the  Law,  and  Ap- 
prentices of  the  Law,  and  Attorneys,  each  according  to 
their  Eftate,  40  s.  aoj.  or  6  s,  8  d. 

Apparitors  that  are  married,  according  to  their  E- 
ftate,  3  r.  4  d.  2  s.  or  12  d. 

All  Inn- keepers  that  have  not  the  Eftate  of  a  Mer- 
chant, (hall  pay  according  to  his  Eftate,  40  d.  2  s. 
or  nd. 

Every  married  Man,  for  himfelf  and  his  Wife,  that 
have  not  the  Eftates  above-named,  and.above  the  Age  of 
fix  teen,  except  very  Beggars,  4^. 

And  every  Man  and  Woman  unmarried,  of  fuch  an 
Eftate,  and  above  the  Age  aforefaid,  4  d. 

Alfo  every  ftrange  Merchant,  of  what  Condition  fo- 
cver,  mail  pay  according  to  his  Ability,  as  other 
Denizens- 

Walfmgham  and  Knyghton  (1%  alfo,  tell  us,  that  the 
Clergy  were  not  exempt  from  this  Tax,  but,  according 
to  their  own  Cuftom,  taxed  themfelves  very  high,  viz. 
every  Archbifhop,  Bifhop  and  Mitred  Abbot  as  much  as 
a  Baron ;  every  Abbot  was  to  pay  forty  Pence  for  each 

Monk 


(r)  Svb  boc  jfnno.  The  Clergy,  Waljtngbam  writes,  were  taxed,  ac- 
cording t*  their  Abilities,  down  tq  SimfltK  Captllanuit  »  Chaouy-i'ricft. 
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k.  Richard  1L  Monk  in  his  Monaftery  ;  and  the  Beneficed  Clergy  fix 
Shillings  and  Eight-pence.  All  which  together  muft 
needs  amount  to  a  vaft  Sum,  tho'  how  it  was  difpofed 
of  is  hard  to  tell ;  for  we  do  not  find  that  the  warlike 
Preparations,  eitheir  by  Sea  or  Land,  were  any  Ways 
adequate  to  fo  great  a  Tax  (s). 

Another  Parliament  was  fummoned  to  meet  the  next 
Afl°°i^m  *  Year>  on  thc  20lh  ptOffohir,  at  Glocepr  ;  Tyrrel  fup- 
pofes  that  this  Place  was  pitched  upon,  becaufe  the 
At  Cloceder.  Duke  of  Lantafler  had  been  greatly  difpleafed  with  the 
Londoners ;  but  tho'  this  Parliament  met  on  the  Day 
appointed,  yet  no  Bufinefs  was  begun  'till  the  Day  fol- 
lowing. When,  being  all  afiembfed,  the  King  wi  h 
his  three  Uncles,  of  Lancafler,  Cambridge  and  Buck- 
ingham* the  two  A  rchbifhops,  Prelates,  Lords  and 
Commons,  in  the  Great  Hall  of  the  Abbey  oiGhceJier  j 
the  Bifhop  of  Si  David*  s>  then  Lord  Chancellor  (f),  de- 
clared the  Caufe  of  the  Summons  to  be, 

4  Firft,  for  the  Liberties  of  the  Church,  the  Main- 

*  tenance  of  the  Laws  and  Obfervations  of  the  Peace. 

*  Next,  becaufe  it  had  been  enacted,  that  a  Parliament 

*  mould  beholden  once  a  Tear.    Thirdly,  becaufe  that 

*  his  Majefty  defired  to  fee  and  confult  with  fo  honou- 

*  rable  an  Aflembly,  as  was  there  gathered  in  God's 

*  Name,  and  he  commended  Unity  and  Concord  a- 

*  mongft  them  according  to  the  Refemblance  of  the 

*  Church.    Another  great  Canfe  was,  that  the  King, 

*  being  left  in  the  Midft  of  great  Wars,  could  neither 

*  endure  nor  maintain  the  fame  without  their  Aid  and 

*  Affiftance.    That  fince  the  great  Mifchief  and  Da- 

*  mage  done  by  the  Sects,  about  Raxbarwgh,  tho*  the 
'  Truce  Hill  fubfifted,  they  had  allied  themfelves  with 

France 


(i)  The  noble  Hiftorian,  before  quoted,  fays  that  the  Privilege!  of  thc 
Sa  nciu fry  at  Wefiminjltr  were  regu J  ited  in  this  Parliament  j  for,  whereas 
before  great  Number  of  Perfons,  when  they  got  in  Debt,  would  fhelter 
themfelves  and  wafre  in  Revelling  and  Debaucheries  their  Revenues,  which 
eouW  not  br  touched  for  their  juft  Debts,  tu  the  great  Prejudice  of  their 
Creditors  ;  it  was  ordained,  that  if  upon  Proclamation  made  they  ihouid 
not  furrender  themfelves,  then  their  Goods  /houid  befold  and  their  Lands 
extended,  wherever  round,  'till  their  Debts  were  Satisfied.  *tbc  Life  and 
Rcig*  of  Richard  II.  by  a  Per/on  of  Qualify,  P.  z.  See  alfo  Sett*,  Dj- 
*iei  \n  Kettxct\  Hift.  o(£nglardt  P.  342. 

(4j  Dr  Adam  Hvughte%    Le  Neve's  Fajfi  Ecc.  Atig, 
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*  France  againft  England*  in  order  to  annoy  us.    All  k, 

*  which  required  their  utmoft  Confideratibn  10  prevent. 
'  He  reminded  them  of  two  Evils,  Firft,  that  the  Law 

*  of  the  Land  and  the  Law  of  Arms  do  not  concur  to- 

*  gether  ;'and  with  certain  Similitudes  required  them, 

*  of  thofe  two  Laws,  to  make  a  Relative,  fo  as  each 

*  may  ftand  with  the  other.    The  next  was  to  pro- 

*  vide  a  Remedy  againft  Slanderers,  and  Sowers  of  Dil- 

*  cord  between  Nobles,  Gentlemen  and  Neighbours ; 

*  which  Kind  of  Men  he  refembled  to  Dogs  that  de- 

*  vour  raw  Flefh,  fince  they  eat  and  confume  living 

*  Men.    For  all  which  Enormities  he  wifhed  them  to 

*  feek  Redrefs ;  and  to  be  there  the  next  Day  by  eight 

*  o'Clock,  to  hear  further  Declarations  j  and  directed 

*  the  Commons  to  com'ult  in  the  Chapter- Houfe  of  the 

*  Abbey  aforefaid  (u ).' 

The  next  Day  Sir  Richard  le  Sirope ,  then  Steward 
oF  the  Houftiold,  enlarged  upon  the  Caufcs  of  calling 
this  Parliament,  and,  excufmg  his  own  Inability,  told 
the  Prelates,  Lords  and  Commons,  as  the  Chancellor 
had  faid,  *  That  the  Nation  was  encompafled  with 
1  Enemies,  which  daily  encreafed.    That  the  Ports  of 

*  Cherbwrgb  and  Br  eft,  which  of  a  long  Time  had  been 

*  in  the  Hands  of  the  EngHjhj  befides,  Calais*  Bout- 

*  deaux  and  Bayonne^  with  the  adjacent  Territories, 

*  were  very  chargeable  to  maintain,  fince  Calais,  with 

*  its  Marches  or  Limits  about  it,  ftood  the  King  to 

*  Twenty-four  Thoufand  Pounds  every  Year,  Brtft 

*  twelve  Thoufand  Marks,  and  the  other  three  Places 

*  according  to  the  fame  Rate.* 

We  now  come  to  the  fecond  Infhnce  on  Record, 
where  a  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  exprefsly 
named  as  fuch,  and  recognized  by  the  Kingpin  fome- 
what  the  fame  Form  as  is  done  at  this  Day.  In  the 
50th  and  51ft  Year  of  the  laft  King*  two  Knights*  in- 
deed, are  named,  as  Speakers  of  thsfi  Parliaments,  Sir 
Peter  de  la  Marey  and  Sir  Thomas  Hunger  ford  \  but  the 
former  was  by  a  Miftake  of  Wa\fingham\  and  neither 
of  them  are  entered  on  the  Rolls  of  Parliament  in  the 

Form 

(u)  Both  Dr  Brady  and  Mr  Tyrrel  ha*e  mifphced  this  Parliament 
at  Gloctjitr,  making  it  the  tecond  PatJiament  of  this  King's  Rciyi, 
%fhcreai  :hc  Statute  Bocks  and  Sit  guiert  Coften  nwke  it  the  third. 


deii,  rants,  Sm'ptatr*  au  Roialm,  qut  tc  ne  fcufi  atttpttr  far  le  Rty,  tt 

hi  Seiffieurt  apt  terurx  fur  itui,  come  Rita  neat  efle  diff. 

(jr)  SweYaigaBOtt  difirtnt, 

la  this  Parliament  there  was  an  Aft  pafled  for  inflifting  a  Pauley 
cq  thu.c  who  ula  ihndrnus  Lies  of  the  Great  Men  of  the  Realm. 

Statutes  at  Larp,  Hawkjns'i  Ed,  P,  319. 
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K.  Rkhard  11.  Form  aforefaid.    For  immediately  after  the  Chancellor 
and  Sir  Richard  Le  Scrope  had  ended  their  Harangues, 
Sir  Junes  Pick-  Sir  Jamts  P'ukering,  having  been  elected  Speaker  of  the 
ering  chofen    Houfe  of  Commons,  came  with  the  whole  Body  of 
Spofcer.        t^c(n  ijgf^g  tjle  King,  Prelates  and  Lords,  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  there  made  Protection,  as  well  for  the 
whole  Commons  of  England,  as  for  himfelf,  to  thia 

Eff^a, 

«  -  Firft,  If  h  fjctdd  utter-  any  Thing  to  the  Prejudie^ 
""P™^"0*1?  Damage,  Slander  or  Di/grace  of  the  King  or  his  Crown, 
or  in  lejjen'tng  the  Hanour  or  Ejtates  of  the  great  Lards,  it 
might  not  be  taken  Notice  of  by  the  King ;  and  that  the  Lord* 
would  pafs  it  by,  as  if  not  hug  bad  been  faid  [d)  ;  for  iha 
Commons  highly  defired  ( e)  to  maintain  the  Honour  and 
EJiate  of  the  King,  and  the  Rights  of  the  Crown,  as  alfi 
to  prefirve  the  Reverence  due  to  the  Lords  in  all  Points. 
Then,  as  j&r  his  own  Perfon,  he  made  Protection*  that 
if  by  indifcretion  he  [poke  any  Thing  by  common  Affent  of 
his  fellow  A/embers,  it  might,  either  then  or  after  wards, 
be  amended  by  them. 

He  then  rehearfed,  briefly,,  the  Articles  given  them 
in  Charge :  4  And  fir  it,  as  to  the  Liberties  and  Fran- 

*  chifes  granted  to  Holy  Church,  and  for  the  King's 

*  Piomife  of  entirely  prefer ving  the  good  Laws  and 

*  Cu floras  of  his  Kingdom,  and  punifhing  fuch  as 

*  fnould  aft  againft  them  ;  the  Commons  humbly 

*  thanked  him  with  their  whole  Hearts,  kneeling  upon- 

*  the  Ground,  and  praying  God  they  might  be  put  in 

*  due  Execution. 
*  Thar,  as  to  the  Aid  the  King  demanded  of  his 

*  Commons  !or  the  Defence  and  Safety  of  his  Kingdom, 
*■  andfoi  the  Safeguard  of  his  Lordfhips,  Lands,  Towns 

*  and  Forts  beyound  Sea,  and  toward  his  Wars,  the 
■  Commons  faid,  That  in  the  laft  Parliament,  in  his 

■  firft 
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c  firfl:  Year,  the  fame  things  were  (hewn  unto  tbem  in  k,  Richard  tL 

*  behalf  of  the  King*  at  which  time  they  anfwer*d,  it 

*  was  apparent  the  King  had  not  fo  great  need  for  an 

*  Aid,  feeing  he  had  in  his  Hands  the  Priories  Alien,  the 

*  Sublidies  of  Wool,  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown,  the 

*  Lands  of  the  Prince  his  Father,  and  many  other  great 

*  Lordfhir*.  by  the  Non-ape  of  the  Heirs  of  them  ; 

*  and  that  therefore  they  ftill  conceiv'd  there  muft  be  State  of  the  Na- 

*  great  plenty  of  Money  in  the  Treafury."  • 
To  this  the  King's  Council  in  Parliament  then  an- 
swered, '  That  the  late  Charge  of  the  Coronation  had 

*  ^becn  very  great,  and  that  the  Money  upon  thofe 

*  Funds  they  mentioned  came  in  very  flowly,  nor  could 

*  they  be  collected  foon  enough  for  an  Expedition  that 
■  Year;  and  it  was  then  further  propos*d,  That  if  the 

*  Commons  would  furnifh  the  King  with  a  great  Sum 
e  of  Money  to  make  fuch  an  Expedition  as  might  be  for 
c  the  Deftru&iOn  of  his  Enemies,  they  (the  Council) 

*  hoped  he' might -have  Money  fufficient  hereafter  from 

*  time  to  time  to  maintain  the  War,  and  defend  the 

*  Kingdom  without  them.* 
To  this  the  Commons  replied,  c  That  in  hopes  of 

*  that  Promife  U>  be  difcharged  of  all  Tallages  for  a* 

*  long  Time,  they- had  granted  a  greater  Sum  than  had 
*■  ever  been  given'  to  any  King  to  be-  levied  in  fo  fhort 

*  a  Time;  and  that  all  things  confider'd,  it  feem'd  to 
1  the  Commons,  that  there  muft  needs  be  a  great  Sum 

*  in  the  Trea fury,  befides  what  had  been  expended  in 

*  the  laft  Voyage  ;  fo  that  the  King  had  no  need  to 
'  charge  the  Cbmraons,  who  were'  in  a  lower  Condi-' 

*  tion  than  ever;  by  reafon  of  that  Payment,  and  alio' 

*  by  the  Murrain'  among  their  Cattle,  and  their  Ene-* 

*  my's  Burnings  ami  Depredations  upon  the  Sea-Coafts ; 

*  that  their  Corn  and  Cattle  were  at  fo  low  a  Rate,  that 
*'  no  Money  could  be  raifed  at  prefenr ;  whereupon  they* 

*  prayed  the  King  to  excufe  them,  as  not  being  able 
'  to  bear  any  further  Charge  of  mere  Poverty.* 

To  all  which,  Sir  Richard  U  Strep*  reply'd,  by 
making  Proteftation*  1  That  he  knew  of  no  fuch  Pro- 

*  mife  made  by  the  King  in  the  laft  Parliament ;  and, 

*  faving  the  Honour  and  Reverence  due  to  the  King4 

*  and  Lords,  what  the  Commons  faid  was  not  true*  j 

*  and 
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K.  Ridhvd  II.  'and  as  to  the  Subfidy  laft  granted,  that  a  great  Part 

*  of  it  was  ft  ill  in  the  Treafury  j  to  wit,  of  the  two 

*  Fifteenths,  and  two  Tenths :  But  as  to  the  Wool  that 

*  had  been  given  in  that  Parliament,  he  vouched  the 

*  Teftimony  of  WilHam  Wahuwtb^  and  John  Pbilpotj 

*  who  by  their  Content  were  appointed  Receivers  of 

*  the  fame,  that  every  Penny  thereof  was  expended 

*  upon  the  War,  and  that  none  of  it  came  to  the  High 
'  Treafurer  of  England^  or  any  other,  to  the  Ufe  of 
;  the  King :  That  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown,  con- 

*  fidenng  the  Annuities  and  other  Charges  upon  them, 

*  granted  by  his  Father,  and  Grandfather,  were  fo 

*  final!,  that  without  the  Cultoms  of  Wool,  and  Lands 

*  of  the  Priors  Alien?,  the  Honour  and  Eftate  of  the- 

*  King  could  not  be  maintained  i,  and  therefore  they* 

*  were  to  know,  that  according  to  Reafon  they  ought 

*  to  relinquifli  their  Complaint. 
Whereupon  the  Commons,  after  a  fhort  Delibe- 
ration, made  it  their  Requetl  to  the  King,  *  That  he 
\  would  pleaJe  to  flaew  them  how,  and  in  what  Man- 

*  ner  the  great  Sums  given  for  the  War,  had  been  ex- 
f  pended  ;  and  alfb  that  he  would  pleafe  to  let  them 

*  know  the  Names  of  iuch  as  ihould  be  the  Great  Gfli- 

*  cers  of  the  Kingdom,  and  who  were  to  be  his  Coun- 

*  fellors  and  Governors  of  his  Perfon,  (being  yet  of< 
S  tender  Age)  for  the  next  Year,  as  it  had  been  before* 

*  ordained  in  Parliament.  > 
To  which  it  was  anfwered  on  behalf  of  the  K  ing^s 

by  the  laid  Sir  Richard,  *  That  tho*  there  never  was  any. 

*  Account  yet  given  of  Subfidies,  or  any  other  Grants 
4  made  in  Parliament,  or  out  of  Parliament,  to  the- 

*  Commons,  or  any  other,  but  to  the  King  and  his 

*  Officers;  yet  that  the  King  willed  and  commanded  of- 

■  his  own  Motion,  to  pleale  the  Commons,  (not  that 

*  it  was  of  Right  for  him  fo  to  do,  or  that  he  was  ob-» 

*  lig'd  to  it,  only  by  Reafon  of  their  Requeft  now 

■  made)  that  William  Wakwrtb  then  prefent,  with  fome 

*  of  his  Council,  afiigned  thereunto  by  him,  mould  m 
«  Writing  clearly  mew  them  the  Receipts  and  Expen- 
1  ces,  fo  as  it  mould  not  be  drawn  into  an  Example 
«  for  the  Future. 

*  As  to  the  Officers,  the  King  had  caufed  them  to  be 

*  choleji 
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*  chofen  by  the  Advice  of  the  Lords  ;  and  as  to  his  k,  Richird  II. 
4  Counfellors,  they  fhould  be  fuch  as  plea  fed  him, 

*  whofc  Names  he  would  ftiortly  give  them  in  Wri- 
1  ting. 

*  That  the  King  not  only  commanded  them,  but 

*  all  the  Lords  there  prefent  defired,  that  having  due 

*  Confederation  of  the  great  and  apparent  Dangers  on 

*  all  Sides,  they  would  provide  for  the  Defence  of  the 

*  Kingdom  ;  which  not  only  concerned  the  King,  but 

*  all  and  every  one  of  them,  and  therefore  to  confider 
'  how  the  War  might  be  maintain'd  i  and  that  they 

*  would  give  as  fpeedy  an  Anfwer  as  they  could,  that 

*  the  Parliament  might  have  an  End,  and  good  Effect  5 

*  for  the  Eafe  of  the  King,  the  Lords,  and  themfelves, 

*  as  alfo  for  the  Profit  of  the  Kingdom,  and  Difcharge 

*  of  the  poor  Commons,  that  every  Day  paid  their 

*  Expences  during  the  Parliament.'  This  was  one  of 
the  principal  Charges  given  the  firft  Day  :  Another 
was,  *  That  if  any  Fault  was  found  in  any  Part  of 

*  the  Kingdom,  or  Government ;  in  the  Laws,  or  any 
'  other  Manner ;  that  they  would  bring  in  their  Peti- 

*  tions  concerning  it,  and  they  fhould  have  due  Re- 

*  medy. 

Then  the  Commons  defired  *To  have  a  Time  limi-  Pctit-ona  ofthe 

*  ted  to  bring  in  their  common  Bills,  or  Petitions,  and  commons,  and 

*  that  it  might  be  prolonged  to  the  Feaft  of  All-Souls  toe  Anfwws, 

*  next  coming. 

Alfo  the  Commons  prayed  the  King  (  To  have  a 

*  Copy  of  the  Enrolment  of  the  Subfidy  of  Fifteenths^ 

*  and  Tenths,  as  they  had  been  entered  upon  the  Roll 

*  of  Parliament,  for  them  to  adviie  upon  ;  and  this  was 

*  granted  at  the  King's  Pleafure,  and  not  upon  their 

*  Requeit 

They  prayed  like  wife,  6  That  five  or  fix  Prelates  and 

*  Lords  might  come  to  the  Commons,  to  treat  with 

*  them  about  their  Charge  j'  But  the  Lords  anfwer'd, 

*  They  neither  ought,  nor  would  do  it  in  that  Manner, 

*  which  had  never  been  feen  but  in  the  three  laft  Par- 
4  liaments  *,  for  the  Cuftom  was  for  the  Lords  to  choofe 

*  a  fmall  Number  of  fix,  or  ten,  and  the  Commons  as 

*  many  of  themfelves,  to  treat  together  without  Noife  * 

*  and  then  report  what  they  had  done  to  their  Com- 
Vol.L  E  e  *  panions. 


K.  RiLh,uo  II. 
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*  paniona,  of  one  Part,  and  the  other  ;  and  according 
'  to  this  Method  the  Lords  would  ac~t,  and  no  other- 

*  wile.'    To  this  the  Cmmons  alien  ted,  to  proceed 

as  had  antientiy  been  ufed. 

After  the  Commons  had  feen  and  cxamin'd  the 
Enrolment,  Receipt,  and  Expences,  they  were  well 
i'atisfied  with  ihem,  as  being  honourable  for  the  King 
and  Kingdom  ;  and  only  faid,  *  That  46,000  /.  which 

*  was  expended  in  keeping  feverai  Countries,  Places 

*  and  FcrtreJles,  as  the  Marches  of  Calais  Brtji^  and 

*  Cherburgh,  Gafcoigny*  and  Ireland,  was  not  to  be 

*  charged  upon  them  ;  nor  as  it  feem'd  to  them,  were 

*  they  bound  to  bear  any  foreign  Charge. 

To  which  it  was  anfwer'd  by  the  King's  Council, 

*  That  Gd  isigny  and  the  Forts  beyond  Sea  were  Bar- 

*  titans,  and  ds  it  were  Out-works  and  Defences  to 

*  England  j  and  if  they  wtre  well  guarded,  and  the  Sea 

*  well  kept,  the  Kingdom  would  be  quiet,  otherwife 

*  it  couH  not  be  few 

The  Commons  then  propos'd  '  That  this  Charge  be 

*  defrayed  by  the  Goods  and  Eftate  of  K  ng  Edward 

*  the  Third,  which  the  King  po:»jfled,  and  was  much 

*  enriched  by  it.'  Whereto  it  w;is  anfwer'd,  *  That  thofe 

*  Goods  were  juftly  apprais'd,  and  deliver'd  to  thole 

*  his  Grandfather  was  indebted,  except  fome  Necef- 

*  faries  referv'd  for  his  own  Houle,  for  which  he  had 
paid  in  Part,,  and  was  to  pay  in  whole  for  the  Satis- 
faction of  his  Creditors     And  therefore  the  King 

commanded,  and  the  Prelates  and  Lords  prayed  them 
as  they  had  done  before,  1  To  advife  about  their  Charge, 

*  and  give  good  and  eftedtual  Anfwers  thereunto,  with 
1  as  much  Haftc  as  might  be,  for  the  common  Profit 

*  of  the  Kingdom,  and  Eafe  of  the  Lords,  and  them- 
1  ielves. 

At  length,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  Excufes,  the 
Prelates,  Lords  and  Commons,  perceiving  the  great 
Perils  wherewith  the  Land  was  encompafled,  and  the 
great  and  extraordinary  Expences  the  King  Was  to 
be  at  for  the  Safety  and  Defence  thereof,  agreed  and 
granted  the  King  the  former  Subfidy  of  Wool,  Lea- 
ther, and  Woolfels,  for  three  Years,  viz,  of  Wool 
43'*  4^.  the  Sack  i  and  of  Woolfella  as  much,  that 
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is,  for  every  two  Hundred  and  Forty  of  each,  ac-  K* Richard  **•  m 
counting  Six-fcore  to  the  Hundred  ;  as  alfo  for  Lea- 
ther 4/.  6  s.  Sd,  on  every  Laft,  which  mould  be 
exported  by  Denizens  and  Strangers,  befides  the  an- 
tient  Cuftom  ;  and  as  an  additional  Grant,  they  gave 
13/.  +  d.  more  for  every  Sack  of  Wool  ;  as  much 
for  every  two  Hundred  and  Forty  Woolfells  and 
for  every  Laft  of  Leather,  i  /.  6  s.  Sd.  Alfo  they 
gave  6  d.  in  the  Pound  for  every  Pound  Value  of 
Merchandife,  as  well  of  Denizens  as  Strangers,  both 
imported  and  exported,  for  one  Year. 

And  then  the  Parliament  was  diflblved. 

Writs  for  a  new  Parliament  went  out,  dated  the  Anno  Regni 
20th  of  Ocloher  this  Year  ;  to  meet  on  the  14th  of     1379  • 
January  next ;  being  the  Day  after  the  Feaft  of  St  Hil-  At  Wcftminftcr/ 
hry,  at  Wejlminfler  (/).  But  byReafon  of  the  great  Rains 
that  had  fallen,  feveral  Lords  were  not  yet  come  up, 
rior  feveral  Sheriffs  returned  their  Writs  j  whereupon 
the  Parliament  was  adjourned  to  the  next  Day.  On 
which,  the  King,  Biftiops,  Lords  and  Commons  being 
affembled,  in  the  Painted  Chamber  (g),  the  Knights, 
Citizens  and  BurgelTes  were  called  over  ;  and  then,  Sir 
Richard  le  Scropg>  who  was  now  again  Chancellor,  by 
the  King's  Command,  declared  the  Caufe  of  the  Sum- 
mons to  this  Effect. 

*  Firft,  for  the  Liberties  of  the  Church*  the  Mainte- 
4  nance  of  Laws  and  Prefervation  of  the  Peace.  Next, 

*  becaufe  the  Regality  of  the  King's  Crown  was  much 
c  impaired,  in  feveral  Inftances,  as  well  by  the  Court  of 
'  Rome,  as  other  Ways  ;  and  therefore  the  ProvifionS 

*  made  for  fupporting  it  ought  to  be  well  obferved,  and 
'  other  Remedies  provided  for  that  Purpofe.  Thirdly, 

*  to  confult  how  to  refift,  not  only,  the  Enemies  of 
4  France,  Spain  and  Scotland,  who  had  raifed  hot  Wars 
4  againft  us,  but  alfo,  to  fupprefs  the  Rebels  of  Ireland* 
'  and  Gafcoigny,  and  how  to  defend  the  King's  Domi- 
'  nions  beyond  Sea.    All  which,  becaufe  they  could 

*  not  be  accompliflied  without  their  Aid,  he  defired  they 
'  would  confult  about  and  advife  accordingly.  He, 

Ee  z  further 


(f)  See  the  Lift  of  the  Peers  fummopcd  to  this  Parliament  in  Sir  £#« 

bert  Cotton's  Abridgment,  P  1%M,  ' 

(g)  Cbambre  de  Pinffr 
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•l  Richard  !i.  furrher 


Sir  John  Cil- 


A  Committee 
appointed  to  fur 
*ey  the  King1  j 
Htuihcld,  ic. 


them,  *  That  the  Grant  made  by  them  at 

*  Gkuteftr,  of  the  new  lncreafe  of  Wools,  and  Six- 

*  pence  in  the  Pound  on  Merchandize,  which  had 

*  been  revoked  in  the  next  Parliament,  on  the  Grant 

*  of  the  Poll*  Tax,  and  which  was  promifed  to  be  able 

*  to  Mife  20,000  armed  Men,  and  us  many  Archers, 

*  had  fallen  fhort ;  for  the  Charge  of  thoie  Soldiers  came 

*  to  50,000/.  befides  other  Expences  there  declared, 

*  for  all  which  the  King  flood  indebted ;  whereof  he 

*  willed  them  to  have  due  Confide  ration/  Laftly,  he 
added, '  That  the  Lords  of  the  Great  Council  were  ready 
1  to  lay  before  them  the  Receipts  of  the  laft  fubfidial 

*  Grants,  and  the  D;fburfments  of  the  fame.* 

After  appointing  Receivers  and  Tryers  of  Petitions,  as 
ufunl,'  the  Commons  adjourned  to  their  Place ;  and  foon 
after  returned  into  Parliament,  with  Sir  Jchn  GUderfburg 
Knight,  whom  they  had  chofen  Speaker,  who,  making 
the  ufm!  Protection  firft,  *  Prayed  that  the  Prelates  and 

*  other  Lords  of  the  King's  ftanding  Council  might  be 

*  cifchirged,  and  none  fuch  for  the  future  be  retained  ; 

*  beciufe  ihey  faid,  That  now  the  King  was  of  good 

*  Dikrction,  in  Refpedl  of  his  Age,  which  was  the 

*  fime  with  his  Grandfather's,  at  his  Coronation ;  who 
'  then  had  no  other  Councellors,  but  the  five  principal 

*  OfHcL-rsof  his  Realm.    Praying,  alfo,  that  tbofe  five 

*  Officers,  viz.  the  Chancellor,  the  Treasurer,  Keeper 
4  of  the  Privy- Seal,  Chief  Chamberlain  and  Steward  of 

*  thefHoufeho!d,  m;ght  not  be  renewed  or  changed  un- 

*  till  the  next  Parliament.    They,  likewife,  prayed 

*  that  a  Commiflion  might  be  iiTued  out  to  certain  Per- 

*  fons  to  furvey  and  examine,  in  all  his  Courts  and  Pa- 
1  bees,  the  Sure  of  the  King's  Houfehold,  theExpen- 

*  ccs  an  J  Receipts  in  all  the  Offices,  &c.' 

This  laft  was  granted,  and  a  Commiflion  was  made 
out  10  the  Earls  of  Arunddt^  Warwick^  and  Stjffirrf ; 
the  Lords  Latimer^  Brian  and  Mmtacut€r  with  Johft 
Hpijling^  John  Gililttsburg  and  Edward  Dahfngrugge 
Knights ;  William  Walworth  and  John  PhiilpQt^  Citi- 
zens of  London^  and  Tbemas  Graa,  Citizen  of  Torki 
with  others,  to  execute  and  report  the  fame  (h). 

The 

(b)  The  whble  Form  of  the  Conuniffiop,  Ttry  large,  Cemn  fajs  is  wortii 
remarking,    p.  j&j. 


Of  E  N  G  L  A  N  D.  $37 

The  Lords  and  Commons  together,  *  Confidering,  K«  Richard  II, 
c  that  the  King  and  Kingdom  was  furrounded  with 

*  Enemies,  who  with  great  Force  endeaVoured  all  they 

*  could,  as  well  by  Sea  as  Land,  to  deftroy  them  both, 

*  and  even  to  extinguHh  the  Engljh  Language.  There- 
c  fore,  for  the  Defence  and  Safety  of  the  Kingdom,  and 

*  for  the  good  Succefs  of  the  Expedition  ordered  into 

*  Britany,  and  the  Deftruction  of  the  faid  Enemies,  they 

*  freely  granted  to  the  King  one  Fifteenth  and  a  half, 

*  without  the  Cities  and  Burgh*,  and  one  Tenth  and  a 

*  half  within  thofe  Places.    With  this  Prayer,  that  this 

*  Subfidy,  and  what  was  remaining  of  the  other,  given 
c  laft  Parliament,  might  be,  only,  applied  for  the  Ex- 

*  pedition  into  Britainy,  and  nowhere  elfe. 

*  Confidering,  alfo,  that  the  Subfidy  on  Wools,  Lea- 

*  ther  and  Wool-fels,  was  to  end  at  Michaelmas  next ; 

*  and  that  from  thence  the  King  would  not  be  able  to 

*  fupport  the  great  Charge  of  carrying  on  the  War  in 

*  the  Marches  of  Calais,  Brejl,  Cherburgh,  in  Gafcoigny, 

*  in  Ireland^  and  in  the  Marches  of  Scotland,  they  grant- 

*  ed  the  fame  Subfidies,  from  the  Time  they  were  to 

*  end  at,  untill  the  Michaelmas  twelve  Month.  And, 

*  withal,  praying  the  King  that  there  might  not  be 

*  another  Parliament  called,  to  charge  his  poor  Com- 

*  mons  'till  a  Year  after  that  Time' 

Mr  Tyrrel  has  obferved,  in  the  Records,  a  remarkable 
Tranfoclion,  done  in  this  Parliament,  omitted  by  Dr 
Brady,  which  was  this,  *  That  when  the  King  and 

*  both  Houfes  refolved  to  enlarge  the  Powers  of  the  Ju- 

*  ftices  of  Peace,  the  Prelates  and  Clergy,  in  their 

*  Convocation,  made  an  exprefs  Proteftation  againlt  it,' 

That  it  had  not,  or  ever  Jhould  pafs,  with  their  Confents.  The  Clergy  pro. 
The  Anfwer  the  King  gave  to  this,  was,  That  he  would^^?^. 
not  forbear,  for  their  Protections,  to  make  his  Jujiices  as  er  or'  jufKcej' of 
he  was  wont,  and  by  h(s  Coronation  Oath  was  obliged  to  do,&*  P«k*.  ■ 
From  whence  that  Author  obferves  that  the  Clergy,  af- 
fembied  in  Convocation,  were  not  then  looked  upon  as  a 
diftindt  Eftate  of  Parliament,  2s  fome  Men,  adds  he, 
without  any  juft  Grounds  have  fuppofed  (i). 

The  Reader  may  take  Notice,  that  the  firfl:  Petition 
of  the  Commons  relating  to  the  Difcharge  of  the  King's 
Ee  3  (landing 

tO  fyrfi  Hift.  of  Eng,  Vol.  III.  p.  S51.  . 
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Handing  Council,  was  not  anfwered.  But,  Iralfmgham 
writes  that  they  like  wile  defired  that  fame  one  of 
the  moit  fit  and  qifcreet  Bjrons  might  be  ordained  to  be 
near  the  King's  Perfon,  who  Ihould  be  able  to  return 
proper  Anfwers  to  Foreign  Minifters,  Upon  which 
Thomas  Eicutfamp,  Karl  of  Warwick ,  was  by  common 
Aflent  afligned  for  that  Purpofe  ;  and  an  annual  Penfion 
appointed  him  for  his  Chirge  and  Trouble.  By  this  it 
appears  more  than  pre  bable,  that  the  Duke  of  Lancajier, 
with  the  reft  of  the  Bithops,  Earls  and  Barons,  who  had 
been  appointed  Governors  to  the  King,*  during  his  Mi- 
nority, were  gicatly  fufpected  to  have  embezeled  the 
public  k  Money,  railed  by  the  laft  Subfidies  and  Potl-Taxy 
without  any  j?,reat  Benefit  to  the  Naticn.  They,  there- 
fore, wifely  chofe  to  truft  the  Power  in  one  Hand,  ra,- 
iher  than  in  many,  who  might  be  fooner  called  to  an 
Account  for  any  Mifmanagement.  We  mall  take  our 
Leave  of  this  Parliament  with  obferving,  that  now  Sir 
Richard  U  Scrope^  for  what  Reafon  is  not  mentioned, 
furrendtcd  his  Office  of  Chancellorfhip,  and  Simon  Suet- 
buffy  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  was  put  in  his  Place  ; 
which  was  then  looked  upon  as  a  Degradation  to  his 
Archiepilcopal  Dignity* 

The  French  War  continuing  all  this  Time,  with 
very  little,  or  no,  Advantage  to  England,  the  King  again 
fVtXorthamptoc,  wanted  Money  to  fuppoi  t  the  prodigious  Expence  of  it. 

Accordingly  Writs  were  iffued  out  to  fummon  a  Parlia- 
ment to  meet  the  Day  after  the  Feaft  of  All- Saints^  at 
Northampton  \  notwithstanding  the  late  Ordinance  of 
calling  no  more  Parliaments  for  fome  Time.  Betides, 
that  Town  was  moll  unfit  for  fuch  an  Aflerrbty,  by 
Reafon  of  Winter,  and  the  Scarcity  of  Lodging  and 
Fuel.  At  the  Time  appointed  it  was,  as  ufual,  ad- 
journed for  fome  Days  becaufe  that,  again,  thecontinual 
Rains  had  made  the  Roads  almoft  unpaflable  ;  when,  at 
Jaft,  being  all  met  that  could  come  (for  fevera!  Lords 
were  with  the  Duke  of  Lancaster  f  on  the  Stotch  Borders) 
in  a  Chamber  belonging  to  the  Priory  of  St  Andrew,  in 
Northampton,  provided  for  that  Purpofe,  the  Archbimop 
of  Canterbury  as  Chancellor,  declared  to  all  there  pre- 
sent, the  Caufe  of  their  Meeting,  and  faid;  4  That 

(  they. 

{h)  Sub  ifff  4*™* 


)  Regni  4, 
13S0. 
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*  they  could  not  be  ignorant,  that  the  Earl  of  Bucking-  k.  Rkharf  If. ' 

*  bam  had  been  fent  into  France,  with  an  Army  which 

*  had  coft  the  King  more  Money  than  was  given  him 

*  by  the  laft  Parliament.   Befides,  the  late  Expedition 

*  into  Scotland,  the  Defence  of  Guienne,  and  the  Charges 

*  he  had  been  at  in  Ireland,  had  put  the  King  under  fuch 

*  great  Neceflities,  that  he  had  been  forced  to  pawn  his 
'  Jewels ;  the  Subfidy  on  Wools  railing  very  little,  be- 
c  caufe  of  the  prefent  Difturbance  in  Fiamers,  That 

*  the  Soldiers  in  the  Marches  of  Calais,  Breft,  and 

*  Cherburgb,  were  in  Arrear  more  than  three  Months, 

*  and  it  was  feared  they  might.defert  for  want  of  their 

*  Pay.   That  they  were  to  confider  the  King  was  very 

*  much  in  Debt,  and  was  bound  by  Covenant  and  In- 
'  denture,  to  pay  the  Earl  of  Buckingham,  with  others 

*  concerned  in  that  Expedition,  for  another  half  Year, 

*  now  near  ended  ;  and  that  the  King  was.  alfo,  at  a 
c  very  great  Charge  in  guarding  the  Coafts.  Laftly,  he 

*  defired  them  to  advife  the  King  how  thefe  Expences 
4  were  to  be  borh,  with  the  moft  Eafe  to  his  Subjects  ; 
«  and  how  the  Kingdom  might  be  belt  defended  againft 

*  all  its  Enemies,  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  in'  as  more  a 

*  Time  as  poffible. 

The  Commons  took  only  one  Day  to  treat  about 
thefe  Affairs,  and  then  returned  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
where,  in  the  Pretence  of  the  King,  Prelates,  and  Peers* 
Sir  John  Gilderjburgb,  again  their  Speaker  (/),  *  De- 

*  manded  a  more  clear  Declaration  of  what  had  been 

*  faid  to  them  ;  and,  efpecially,  what  Sum  was  de- 
«  manded  to  fupport  the  Charge  ;  praying,  that  no 
'  more  might  be  required  than  was  neceflary,  becaufethe 

*  Commons  were  poor,  and  little  able  to  bear  fiK^^eat 

'  a  Charge  any  longer.'    Whereupon,  a  Schedulewas  Dcbate  up0n  »i- 
delivered  in,  by  the  King's  Great  Officers  and  Council,  fmg  a  Supply, 
containing  the  Sums  neceflary,  which  amounted  to  One 
hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling. 

The  Commons  replied,  *  That  they  thought  the 
4  Sum  demanded  was  too  much,  and,  really,  infup- 


*  portable ; 
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I,  *  portable ;  and  prayed,  that  fuch  Moderation  might 

*  be  ufed,  that  no  more  was  to  be  demanded  than  what 

*  was  to  be  born,  and  was  abfolutely  necefiary  for  the 
«  Caufes  fet  forth.    And,  farther,  defired  the  Prelate* 

*  and  Lords  would  treat  by  themfelvcs  about  the  Mat- 

*  ter,  and  propound  the  Ways  by  which  3ny  rcafon- 

*  able  Sum  might  be  levied  and  collected. 
The  Lords  took  Time  to  confult  about  this  Affair, 

and,  when  they  were  agreed,  they  ordered  the  Com- 
mons to  come  before  them,  and  told  them  what  they 
rcfolved  upon  ;  *  Ftrfi9  That  a  certain  Sum  of  fo  ma- 

*  ny  Groats  (m)  might  be  paid  by  every  Pcrfon  in  the 
'  Kingdom,  both  Males  and  Females,  the  more  able 

*  to  help  the  lefs.    Secondly  y  If  that  was  not  agree- 

*  able ;  to  have  an  Impolition  upon  all  Manner  of  Mer- 

*  chandizes,  bought  and  fold  within  the  Realm,  for  a 

*  certain  Term,  every  Time  they  fhould  be  fold,  to 

*  be  paid  by  the  Vender-    And,  Thirdly^  Their  Ad- 

*  vice  was  to  raife  a  certain  Sum,  by  Tenth  and  Fif- 

*  ttentbs ;  but  becaufe  the  laft  Method  was  grievous  to 

*  the  poor  Commons,  and  that  they  could  not  know 

*  what  Sum  it  would  raife,  nor  in  what  Time  the 

*  other  Ways  could  be  expedited,  therefore  the  Lords 

*  thought  proper  to  pitch  upon  the  Greats ;  and  propo- 

*  fed  Four  or  Five  to  be  levied  upon  every  Perfon,  as 

*  above,  this  Way  of  Tallage  feeming  to  them  the  belt 

*  and  moft  eafy  to  the  Subject/ 
The  Commons  when  they  had  a  long  Time  de- 
bated about  the  Manner  of  this  Levy,  came  into  full 
Parliament,  and  made  Proteftation,  '  That  they  came 

*  not  to  grant  any  Thing  that  Day  ;  but  they  faid, 

*  that  if  the  Clergy  would  fupport  a  third  Part  of  the 

*  Charge,  they  would  grarit  One  hundred  thoufund 
c  Pound?,  to  be  raifed  by  a  certain  Number  of  Groat  sy 

*  fo  that  the  Clergy  would  raife  Fifty  Thou/and^  which 

*  was  but  reafonabte,  for  that  they  poffeffed  a  third  Part 

*  of  the  Kingdom  \  and  prayed  the  King  and  Lords  to 

*  move  it  to  them,  fpeedily,  to  agree  to  this  Propo* 

*  W  To 

(in)  The  French  Word  for  this  Coio  is  un  Grcfe,  in  Latin  GroJJa  j 
which  Sit  lleger  'Tuiifdert ,  in  his  GlolTary  to  the  Deem  Scriptures,  ren- 
ders Drachma,  vulgo  a  Groan  -t  Namcn  a  Magnitudme  rtjjteSiu  Denarii  t 
fxantor  etiim  tcntintt  Denarios.    They  were  firft  coined  by  Edward  UK 
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To  which  the  Prelates  replied,  *  That  their  Grants  k,  Richard  li 

*  were  never  made  in  Parliament,  nor  ought  to  be : 

*  That  the  Laymen  neither  could  nor  mould  conftrain 

*  them  in  that  Cafe ;  and  claimed  the  Liberty  of  the 

*  Churchy  which  be'bre  that  Time  they  had  ever  en- 

*  joyed.  They  defired  that  the  Commons  might  be 
■  enjoined  to  do  what  they  ought  and  were  bound  to 
1  do ;  as  for  themfelves,  they  would  act,  under  the 
'  prefent  Neceflities,  as  they  had  done  before.* 

At  laft  the  Lords  and  Commons  agreed  upon  a  Ca- 
pitation-Tax, which  was  to  be  three  Groats  of  every  a  Capitation- 
Perfon  of  the  Kingdom,  Male  or  Female,  of  the  A^e  Tax  granted, 
of  Sixteen  Years  (»),  of  what  State  and  Condition  1b- 
ever,  except  Beggars  j  the  lufficient  People  in  every 
Town  to  contribute  to  the  Afiiftance  of  the  left  able  i 
fo  as  none  paid  above  fixty  Groats^  including  himfelf 
and  his  Wife.    The  whole  to  be  for  the  Support  of 
the  Expedition  under  the  Earl  of  Buckingham,  and  the 
other  Lords  joined  with  him  in  Bntainy,  and  Defence 
and  Safeguard  of  the  Sea- Ports  and  Kingdom.    It  was 
further  enacted,  That  m  Knight ,  Cttzen,  cr  Burgefj  Members  of  p«- 
of  this  Parliament  Jkould  be  Collector  of  this  Money,  but  *******  «cluded 
that  the  King  jkould  appoint  fuch  as  Jkould  equally  Ui^S^S^Il 
it,  according  to  the  Meaning  of  the  Grant,  throughout 
the  Kingdom.    So  fenfible  was  this  Parliament  of  the 
great  Partiality  of  their  own  Members,  in  collecting 
his  Tax,  even  in  thofe  early  Times,  that  they  wo.. Id 
not  trull  themfelves  with  it.    A  noble  In  fiance  of  a 
tru  ly  pubtick  Spirit, 

But,  tho'  Matters  were  earned  on  fmoothly  within 
Doors  this  Parliament,  yet  the  Poll-Tax  was  the  Oc- 
calion  of  a  terrible  Tempeft  without;  which  in  the  End 

proved 

(«)  Or  abo\*c  the  Age  of  Fifteen  Years,  Cetton  1S9,  Our  cldeft  E ng- 
ttjb  Chronicles  call  this  Tax  a  nma  and  a  firange  Svbjidy  :  HoHtngjbtad 
writes,  that  great  Grudging,  and  many  a  bitter  Curie  followed  on  the 
levying  this  Money,  and  much  Mifchief  rote  thereof  as  after  did  ap- 
pear. HoUtng,  CI- ran.  P.  41S.  That  glaring  Foreigner,  as  A^hbifhop 
Uicbelfon  calls  him,  Palydore  Vergily  very  elegant^f  writes  of  this  Poll. 
Tax,  H*c  Exa&io,  ait  Hie,  cum  nova  *t  isf&iitat  turn  int<>l?rabiliit  it* 
P/ebis  Ainmvm  vulntravit,  ttt  pafieaouam  Panperet  qui  /Jtundo  nan 
erant,  pajfim  con^uercntn  dirai  Voca  in  Autortl  ianti  pad  nor  it  jaffarunt, 
nihil  je  eo  Modo  proficere  t>idcruntt  Arma  demum  capiendo  Jlatuent<st 
•am  Mwtcs  et  Mania  uiique  Exafforibut  intent at int. 

Pol.  Vergil,  Hift.  Aug.  I^io.  XX.  P.  +o», 
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The  laid  Tax 
□ccanons  a  Re. 
bcllion. 
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proved  fatal  to  thofe  whom  the  enraged  Multitude  took 
to  be  the  Advifersof  it.  The  Infurrecton  in  Kent,  and 
its  Neighbouring  Counties,  headed  by  two  fuch  infigmfi- 
cant  Fellows  as  Wat,  Tyler  and  Jack  Straw,  had  pro- 
bably occasioned  a  general  Revolution,  but  that  fome  Ac- 
cidents prevented  it.  The  Accounts  of  this  Rebellion, 
with  the  Rife  and  fall  of  it,  is  amply  difcourfed  on  by 
our  general  Hiftomns,  wherein  the  Valour  and  Pru- 
dence of  the  young  Monarch  deferves  a  perpetual  Me- 
morial. We  may  reafonably  fuppofe  that  no  common 
Reader  of  Engfjb  Hijfory  is  unacquainted  with  the  Story 
of  this  Rebellion  and  its  tragical  Confeqnences ;  Wetljing- 
ham  and  Knygbton,  both  living  at  that  Time,  are  very 
particular  in  their  Relation  of  it;  to  whom,  or  their 
Copiers,  we  muft  refer  ;  fince  it  is  only  confident  with 
our  Defign  to  give  an  Acount  of  the  Imposition  of  a 
Tax  in  Parliament,  and  not  to  trouble  ourielves  with 
the  Method  how  it  was  collected.  The  aforenamed 
antient  Hiftorians  have  alcribed  the  Rife  of  this  Rebellion 
to  fome  fcandalous  Indecencies  praftifed  by  the  King's 
Collectors  in  the  gathering  this  Tax  (s),  but  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  the  Populace,  that  is  the  meaner  Kind 
of  them,  were  provoked  at  it,  becaufe  it  was  the  firft 
Time  they  ever  had  fuch  an  Impofition  laid  on  them. 
However,  a  Poll-Tax  was  henby  rendered  fo  odious, 
that  another  durft  never  be  attempted,  in  any  fucceeding 
Reign,  except  a  late  one,  down  to  our  prefem  Times  (p). 
This  Dangerous  Rebellion  being  at  length  quafhed, 

the 


(oj  Knyghton's  Word*  are  thefe,  Uiws  earum  [CoffeBertatr]  cunt  ejftt  ad 
tttiquam  Vtllaw,  ad  ftcieAdam  Jnqviftiantm  de  dicla  Taxa,  com/atari  fecit, 
tarn  Viral  quam  Muliaes ;  ri  Pite/luiai,  quod  diilu  korrihile  eft,  efurfum  im- 
pudict  clevavit,  ut  fc  exptrirctur  utnm  corrupts  effent  et  cu£Pi*Ydr  a  Vtrit, 
ut  fc  More  artaret  Ami  cat  et  Parentei  pro  tis  folvere  Taxem  j  et  flares 
fotiui  digeruitt  Joivere  pro  Jut's  Filiabut,  quam  videre  eat  turn  turpi ter  ar» 
traffart.    Col.  2633. 

(p)  This  Year  a  famous  fmgle  Combat  was  fought  an  Jure  the  7th  at 
Wejhninftcr ,  in  the  King's  Preience,  between  John  An**$ctt  Knight,  and 
'Tbcmai  Kittryr,gtatt ,  Ef<j;  whom  the  afoftfaid  Knight  had  accufed  in  Par- 
liament of  Treafon,  for  frlhng  to  the  Frercb  tbc  Cattle  of  St  Savhurt, 
built  by  the  Lord  Cbaedvi  in  the  Jfle  of  Cottniin  in  Franc*.  Katryngtvn  was 
overcome  and  thereupon  run  mad.  TYjkWs  Notes  oxiRapinI  Fol.  Ed.  457, 

Tbere  is  in  Account  of  a  Parliament,  held  at  fVcJhjivfler  this  Year,  in 
Sir  Robert  CoHcn's  .Abridgin;nt,  P*  IQJj  in  the  Beginning  of  May,  but, 
as  nothing  material  was  done,  we  fuppofe  this  the  Rcafon  why  Brady  and 
Tjrrel  have  wholey  omittod  it. 


Of  ENGLAND.  363 

the  King  thought  proper  to  fend  out  Writs,  dated  July  jc  Richard  il 
the  x  6th,  for  a  Parliament  to  meet,  at  Wejimtnfier,  on 
the  1 4th  of  September  following.  It  was  afterwards  pro- 
rogued to  the  Day  after  All- Souls ;  and  by  Reafon  of  a 
Quarrel  which  had  happened  between  two  great  Men, 
the  Duke  of  hancajler  and  the  Earl  of  Northumberland^ 
who  came  to  Parliament,  with  each  a  great  Retinue  of 
armed  Followers,  it  was  further  adjourned  'till  the  King 
could  make  up  the  Difference,  which  was  happily  ended, 
a  few  Days  after,  by  caufing  the  Earl  to  aflc  the  Duke's 
Pardon  (?). 

On  the  Meeting  William  Courtney,  elccl:  Archbifhop  of  Anno  Rtgni  5. 
Canterbury ,  and  now  Chancellor  of  England,  declared  n8*- 
the  Caufe  of  the  Summons,  and  took  for  his  Theam,  At  Weaminftcr. 
Rex  convenre  fecit  Confilium,  and  in  Englijhy  according 
to  the  Record,  made  a  notable  Oration  upon  it.  He 
applied  his  Text  to  the  good  and  vertuous  Government 
of  the- King,  during  his  Reign;  affirming,  *  That  no 

*  Retgn  could  long  endure,  1f  Vice  reigned  in  it;  to  re- 

*  drefe  which  this  Parliament  was  called,  fince  the  Laws 
■  now  in  Being  were  not  able  to  do  it/  And,  after 
the  ufual  Form  for  receiving  Petitions  was  fettled-,  the 
Chancellor  told  them  that  this  being  Saturday,  the 
Caufe  of  their  Meeting  mould  be  more  efpeciajly  de- 
clared to  them  on  the  Monday  next* 

On  the  fame  Day  the  Commons  were  called  over  by 
their  Names,  in  the  WblU-Gbamber  at  tVeftninfter, 
when  Sir  Hugh  Segravey  Treafurer  of  England  y  by  the 
King's  Command,  fpoke,  and  put  them  in  Mind  of  the 
Archbiftiop's  Oration,  and  faid,  *  That  the  chief  Caufe 

*  of  their  Summons  was,  firft,  to  take  Care  or  the 
'  Church's  Liberties  and  to  provide  for  the  Maintenance, 
'  of  the  Peace  ;  and,  efpecially,  to  punifh  the  Authors 

*  of  the  late  horrible  Tumults  and  Rebellion  made  a- 

*  gainft  the  King,  who  had  been  forced  to  grant  to  the 

*  Rebels 

(?)  The  Earl  being  Warden  of  the  Marches  of  Scotland^  had  ftrift  Or- 
dcri  from  the  King  not  to  fufFer  anyPerfon  whatfoever  coming  out  of 
that  Kingdom  to  enter  Berwick,  forgetting  that  the  Duke  was  then  there. 
At  his  Return,  the  Earl,  on  an  old  Grudge,  took  an  Advantage  of  the 
King's  Orders,  and  denied  him  Entrance  into  Berwick,  which  occafioned 
(he  Quarrel.  It  was  well  for  the  Duke  that  he  wm  on  this  Northern  Ex- 
pedition 1  for,  if  he  had  been  in  the  South,  he  had  fallen  a  Sacrifice  in 
the  late  Rebellion,  being  a  Man  extreamly  odious  to  the  Populace. 
Stmt  Daniel  in  Kemtct.    p.  248, 
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K.  Richard  ii.    Rebels  Charters  of  Liberty  and  Manumiffion,  who 

*  were  only  Bond-tenants  and  Villeins  of  the  Realm, 

•  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  Which  the  King 
'  knowing  to  be  done  agajnft  Law,  defired  them  to  feek 
4  Remedy  and  provide  for  the  Confirmation  or  Revo- 
4  cation  thereof  (r)*  Laftly,  hefaid,  *  The  King  was 
4  much  in  Debt,  and  in  great  Want  of  Money  to  main* 
4  tain  his  Court  and  the  Wars.' 

SirRobettWalf-  The  Commons  retiring  to  their  accuftomed  Place,  the 
|rrochofeii  •  cbepttr-Hm/i  ot  Weftminfier-Abby,  chofe  Sir  Richard 
Walfgrave  Knight,  their  Speaker;  and  returning  with 
him  into  Parliament,  the  faid  Sir  Richard  defired  to  be 
excufed  and  difcharged  from  the  Office  ;  but  the  King 
infilling,  upon  his  Allegiance,  that  he  mould  ftand,  as 
being  chofen  by  his  Companions,  he  made  the  ufual 
Proteftation  (f).  This  is  the  firft  Inftance  of  a  Speaker 
pleading  to  be  excufed. 

Afterwards  the  Lords  and  Commons,  together,  came, 
unanimoufly,  to  this  Refolution,  4  That,  all  Grants 
of  Liberties  and  Manumiffion%  to  the  faid  ViUiens  and 
Bond-Tenants ,  obtained  by  Force,  were  in  Dijberifm 
of  them,  the  Lords  and  Commons,  and  Dejiruclion  of  the 
Realm  ;  and  therefore  null  and  void. 

The  Commons,  alfo,  petitioned  the  King,  4  That 
4  fince  the  reft  of  the  Charge  was  for  Matters  which 
4  highly  concerned  the  State  of  the  Realm,  they  might 
4  have  certain  Bifhops  and  Lords  to  confult  with  them, 

*  fince 

(r)  The  Charter  of  Manumiflv>n,  or  Freedom,  which  the  King  was 
obliged  to  give  to  the  Rebels,  is  too  extraordinary  to  be  omitted. 

Richardus,  Dei  Gratia,  Rex  Angliae©'  Franciae,  &  Deminus  Hiberniae  { 
tmnibus  ballivis,  &  fidelibus  juis,  adques  prafentes  litera  pervenerint fa- 
lutem.  Sciatis  quod  de  Gratia  noflra  fpcciali  manumifimus  univerfos  li- 
geos,  &  finguioifubditosnoftrosy  ac  alios  comitatus  Hertfordiae,  Gsf  ipfos t  & 
eorum  quemlibet  ab  omni  bondagio  exuimus,  6f  quietos  f acinus  per  prafentes, 
%  ac  etiam  pardonamus  eifdem  ligeis  ac  fubditis  noftris  omnimodai  feloniast 
proditiones,  tranfgreffiones,  &  extortioncs,  per  ipfos  vel  aliquem  eorum  quali- 
tercunque  facias  Jive  perpctratas,  ac  etiam  utlagariam,  &  utlagarias,  fi 
qua  vel  quit  in  ipfos,  vel  aliquem  ipforum  fuerit  vel fuerint  bijs  occafionibus 
promulgata  vel  promulgator,  v9"  funmam  pacem  nofiram  eis  &  eorum  cuilibet 
inde  conccdimus. 

In  cujus  rei  tcflimonium,  has  liter  as  noftras  fieri fecimus  patent es.  Tefte 
meipfo  apud  London,  15  <ft*Junij.    Anno  Regni  noftri  quarto, 
(f)  See  before  p.  350. 

In  the  Rei^n  of  Charles  II.  the  Speaker  cbofeu  by  the  Commons  was  re- 
fufed  j  and  the  King  recommended  another,  which  occafion'd  great  De- 
bate. 

See  Chandler's Hijlory  of  tbt Commons,  Aino  31.,  Car.  II.  p.  330. 
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*  fince  they  thought  their  Advice  would  be  very  muchK.  Rkhard  ir. 

*  to  the  Purpofe.' 

The  Anfwer  was,  *  That  they  fliould  give  in  the 

*  Names  to  the  King  in  Writing,  of  fuch  as  they  defir- 
c  ed,  that  he  might  advife  about  it  j'  which  was  done, 
and  the  King  granted  their  Defire. 

And  the  Commons  further  pray'd  the  King,  *  That 
«  the  Prelates  by  themfelves,  the  Lords  Temporal  by 

*  themfelves,  the  Knights  by  themfelves,  the  Judges 
«  by  themfelves,  and  all  other  Eftates  fmgly,  might  be 

*  ordered  to  treat  about  their  Charge ;  and  that  their 

*  Advice  might  be  reported  to  the  Commons'.  To 
which  it  was  anfwered,  *  That  the  King  had  charged 

*  the  Lords,  and  other  Sages,  to  commune  diligent- 

*  ly  upon  the  faid  Matters ;  but  the  ancient  Cuftom 

*  and  Form  of  Parliament  had  always  been,  that  the 

*  Commons  mould  firft  report  their  Advice,  upon  the 

*  Matters  given  them  in  charge  to  the  King  and 

*  Lords  of  Parliament,  and  not  on  the  contrary ;  and 

*  therefore  the  King  would,  that  the  ancient  and  good 

*  Cuftoms  and  Form  of  Parliament,  mould  be  kept 

*  and  obferved/ 

After  the  Commons  had  conferred  with  the  Lords, 
they  return'd  into  the  Parliament,  4  And  made  great  ^ 
c  Complaint  of  the  Government  of  the  Realm,  which,  ™uuTrfA- 

*  if  not  amended,  the  Kingdom  would  be  in  fhort  time  tmfes  in  the  Gcl- 

*  ruined  :  They  complained  alfo  of  the  Government  a-  ▼ernment. 
"  *  bout  the  King's  Perfon,  his  Court,  the  exceffive 

*  Number  of  his  Servants ;  of  the  Abufes  in  the  Chan* 
'  eery ,  King* s- Bench >  Common-Pleas^  Exchequer ;  and  of 

*  grievous  Oppreffions  in  the  Country,  by  the  great 

*  Multitude  of  Maintainers  of  Quarrels,  who  behaved 

*  themfelves  like  Kings  in  the  Country,  fo  as  there 

*  was  very  little  Law,  or  Right ;  and  of  other  things, 

*  which  they  faii  were  the  Caufe  of  the  late  Commoti- 

*  ons,  and  Mifchiefs  of  the  Land,  and  requefted  they 
'  might  be  n mended. 

The  King  by  Advice  of  the  Lords  and  his  Coun- 
cil, granted,  *  That  certain  Prelates,  Lords,  and  others, 

*  fhould  iiirvey  and  examine  the  Government  of  his  Per- 

*  fon  and  Court,  and  to  think  of  fufficient  Remedies.'  The 
Perfons  chofen  to  make  this  Inquiry  were*  the  Duke  of 

Lamafier% 
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lt.Rkh«dil.  Lanmftery  the  Archbifliop  E!e&  of  Canterbury,  the 
Archbifhop  of  2Vi,  the  Bifhops  of  lVinthtf\er%  Ely,  Ext- 
ttr,  and  Rubtfter  ;  the  Earls  of  Arundeky  Warwick, 
Stafford,  SuffilJt,  and  Salisbury  ;  the  Lords  Zouch,  AV- 
A  Committee  ap-^A  Gr/jr  of  Ruthin,  and  Fitz-fValter  j  Sir  Richard  It 
panted  tUcte-  Strepe,  Sir  Gay  <fr  5r/tf/i  and  others.  The  King's  Con- 
feflbr  was  charg'd  toabftain  from  coming  to*  or  remain- 
ing at  Court,  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Commons,  and 
A  ilcnt  of  the  Lords,  being  one,  as  was  then  fuppos'd, 
that  gave  the  King  ill  Advice. 

Then  follow  certain  Petitions  of  the  Commons,  tho* 
their  Anfwers  are  not  fet  down. 

Fir  ft,  They  petition  the  Duke  of  Lancafltr,  and 
others,  aQignM  by  the  King  for  that  Purpofe,  *  To  place 
the  mpft  diicreet  and  valuable  Officers  about  the  King's 
Peifon,  and  his  Court  j  to  appoint  a  Chancellor,  Barons 
and  Officers  in  the  Exchequer,  Judges  of  one  Bench 
and  the  other;  that  tbey  might  know  their  Names,  and 
what  they  were  to  do,  and  the  Method  they  were  to  take 
in  the  Regulation  of  the  Realm,  after  thefe  things  were 
done. 

They  alfo  petition, 4  That  an  End  might  be  made  of  the 
War,  which  was  in  great  Part  maintain'd  by  the  Goods 
that  the  Enemies  of  the  Nation  took,  by  Sea  and  Land* 
from  the  En%lijh,  to  the  great  Dimonour  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  Nation,  and  Deftruclion  of  the  whole 
Realm. 

They  likewife  petition,  *  That  certain  of  the  Chief 
Clerks  in  Chancery,  certain  Juftices,  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  others  Learned  in  the  Law,  might 
Confult  of  the  Grievances  above;  and  that  certain 
Merchants  might  declare  the  Caufes  of  the  Low  Prizes 
of  our  Commodities,  the  carrying  over  our  Money, 
Wafhing  and  Clipping  thereof. 

Then  the  Commons  brought  into  Parliament  a 
Draught,  containing  three  Articles,  for  as  many  forts  i 

iwtTfa.JLL.  Pardons<  if  tne  Ki"8  wou1d  Pl£afe  to  grant  them. 
Timwits.  C  tC    The  firft  was,  for  the  Lords,  Gentlemen,  &c.  that  in 
Refiftance  of  the  Rioters  and  Tray  tors  caufed  Come  oi 
them  to  be  flain.  without  due  Procefs  of  Law. 

The  Second,  To  apnea  fe  and  quiet  the  Minds  of  the 
cemmon  People,  concerning  all  Treafons  and  Felonies 

com- 


Trtitions  of  the 
Commons  for 
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committed  in  the  late  Riots  and  Tumults.    This  was  ^  Richard  11. 
granted,  with  ibme  Exceptions,  provided  that  fuch  as . 
received  Damages  and  LoCcs  by  thefe  Infurreclions, 
ihould  not  by  this  Pardon  be  fore-clofed  from  recover- 
f      ing  any  Recompence  by  due  Courfe  of  Law. 

The  Third  was,  for  the  good'People  that  kept  them- 
felves  in  Peace,  and  were  no  ways  confenting  to  the 
faid  Tumults  and  Infurreclions,  yet  were  fome  ways 
concern'd  by  favouring  or  receiving  the  Rebels. 
,  This  Bufinefs  of  the  Pardons  being  over,  the  Com- 
mons made  a  Rehearfal  of  their  Requefts  and  Grievances, 
which  they  would  have  amended;  and  defied  to  have  a 
view  of  what  was  done  in  that  Matter,  which  the 
King  then  did  not  immediately  anfwer,  but  told  them, 

*  He  had  been  at  great  Expence  in  quieting  the  Nation 

*  of  the  late  Tumults,  and  otherwife,  as  was  declared  to 

*  them  before  by  his  Officers ;  and  that  he  was  to  be  at 

*  further  great  Expences,  by  reafon  of  the  Queen's  com-       ,  . 

*  ing  over,  her  Marriage,  and  Coronation,  which  were 

*  fuddenly  to  be  celebrated  ;  alfo  in  Guarding  the  Seas, 

*  and  keeping  his  Fortrefles  Abroad,  and  for  Defence  of 

*  the*  Realm  at  Home  ;  for  the  Difcharge  of  which 

*  Debts,  and  the  Supply  of  his  Expences,  he  had  no* 

*  thing  in  his  Treafury.' 

To  which  the  Commons  AnfwerM  5  *  That  conii- 

*  dering  the  Evil  Hearts  and  Rancour  of  the  People  thro* 
4  the  whole  Realm,  they  neither  durft  nor  would  grant 

*  any  manner  of  Tallage.'  They  alfo  defired  the  Par- 
liament might  be  aJjourned  'till  after  Cbnfimasy  which 
was  granted ;  and  then  they  alfo  defired  again,  to  know 
the  Extent  of  his  Grace  and  Favour  in  Pardoning.  To 
which  the  King  replied,  '  That  it  was  not  the  Cuftom 

*  of  Parliament  to  have  a  general  Pardon,  and  fuch  Fa- 

*  vour  from  the  King,  when  the  Commons  would  not 

*  grant  him  any  thing;'  And  told  them,  '  He  would 

*  advife  further  of  his  Grace  and  Pardon,  until  they 

*  fhouU  do  what  belonged  to  them  And  faid  moreo- 
ver, '  It  was  cuftomary  to  grant  Pardons  the  laft  Day 
'  of  the  Parliament,  when  he  anfwer'd  their  Supplica- 

*  tions  and  Petitions  in  Writing.' 

Hereupon  the  Commons  came  into  full  Parliament  • 
before  the  Lords,  faying*  4  They  had  advifed  and  con- 

«  fider'J 
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k.  Richard  II.  '  fiderM  the  great  Charge  of  the  King,  as  well  here,  as 
*  beyond  Sea     and  then  the  Prelates,  Lords  and  Com* 
mons,  continued  the  Subfidy  of  Wool,  Leather,  and 
i  the  King  Wcolfels,  untill  Candlemas  next  enfuing,  as  it  was  laft 
to,  on  the  granted.    Whereupon  the  King  ordcr'd  a  Declaration 
t  of  »s»b-  IO  be  made  of  his  Grace  and  Pardon. 

In  this  Parliament  great  Complaints  were  made  againft 
ihe  Mayor,  Baylifts,  and  People  of  the  Town  of  C&m- 
bndfe,  for  their  Aclions  againft  the  Univerfity  in  the 
late  Tumults;  and  the  faid  Officers  being  fummon'd  to 
appear  before  the  King  and  his  Council  in  Parliament, 
they  appeared  and  deny*d  the  Matters  of  Fad  ;  which 
being  prov'd,  they  fubmitted  themfelves  to  the  King's 
Mercy.  Whereupon,  their  Franchifes  being  given  up, 
Ibme  of  them  were  granted  to  the  Univerfity  ;  and  the 
Relidue  the  King  granted  again  to  the  Town. 

About  the  Middle  of  December,  the  Parliament  was 
adjourned  to  the  latter  End  of  January  on  Ac- 
count of  Ckriftmas  being  near,  and  the  young  King's 
going  to  be  married  to  Anne,  Sifter  to  fttntejlaus  i"Em- 
peror  of  Germany  and  King  of  Bohemia :  And  it  was 
ordered,  that  all  Pleas,  Caufes,  and  other  Matters  mo- 
ved in  this  Parliament,  with  all  other  Things,  ihould 
remain  undetermined  to  that  Time  (fy 

Being  met,  the  firft  Thing  the  Parliament  went 
upon  was,  to  take  into  Confideration  a  Propofal  made 
by  the  Duke  of  Lantafler,  to  make  another  Expedition 
into  Pert  if  gal,  if  the  Parliament  would  allow  him 
60,000  /.  to  pay  the  Wages  of  aooo  Men  at  Arms, 
and  2000  Archers,  for  Half  a  Year. 

For 


\f)  Several  A£b  were  made  this  Seflion  relating  to  the  Rebellion  ; 
»s,  *  The  King's  Pardon  to  fuch  as  repretTed  or  took  Revenge  of  the 

*  Rebel)). 

*  Manuroifiiona,  Releafes,  and  other  Bonds  made  in  the  laft  Tumult 

*  by  Compulfion  ftall  be  void.    It  (hall  be  Treafon  to  begin  a  Riot, 

*  Rent,  or  Rumou*-. 

'  A  Remedy  for  thofe  whofe  Writing!  were  defhoyed  in  the  late  In- 

*  forrciaioo,  &c. 

Statute*  at  Largt,  HawkiNh'i  Edit.     An.  $tor  Jttcb,  IT. 
It  wis,  also,  entfted  in  this  Parliament,    *  That  no  Gold  or  Silver 

*  ftottid  be  uxiicft  out  of  this  Kingdom,  either  m  Coin  or  otherwifc* 
It  being  found  then,  as  v. ell  a  nmv,  that  Traffic  with  ready  Money 
idifovuiftei  .i  KititA.  Eamtl  in  Kfntut,  P,  249- 
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For  the  better  underftanding  this  Propofal,  it  is  ne-  k.  Richard  II. 
cefiary  to  inform  the  Reader,  that  this  John  a  Gaunt, 
Duke  of  Lancajler,  was,  alfo,  in  Right  of  his  Wife, 
titular  King  of  Caflile  and  Leon:  But  kept  out  of 
Poffeflion  by  Henry  the  Bajlard,  who  had  muroered 
Don  Pedro,  the  laft  King,  the  Duke's  Wife's  Father. 
The  Duke  had  fo  far  prevailed  with  the  King  and 
Council  of  England*  as  to  fend  a  ftnall  Army,  the 
Year  before,  to  the  Afliftance  of  the  King  of  Portugal* 
at  that  Time  hard  put  to  it  by  the  faid  Henry  the  Ea- 
Jtard.  The  Portuguefe  offered  very  advantageous 
Terms  for  thefe  Succours  ;  amongft  others,  that  they 
would  prevent,  by  the  Power  of  their  Fleet,  the  French 
and  Spaniards  from  going  in  or  out  of  the  Straits  of 
Gibraltar.  Edmund  Earl  of  Cambridge*  the  King's 
Uncle,  was  made  General  of  this  Expedition,  who 
arriving  at  Lijbon  was  the  Means  of  faving  that  City ; 
for  it  was  foon  after  belieged  by  the  Spaniards*  and  had 
been  taken,  but  for  a  vigorous  Sally  made  by  the  Eng- 
lish* which  obliged  them  to  raife  the  Siege  with  great 
Shame  and  Lois. 

The  Duke's  Reafons  for  this  fecond  Expedition  into 
Portugal,  were,  '  For  the  faving  fuch  Engl'sjh  Soldiers 

*  as  were  ftili  there  \  for  the  Recovery  of  his  own 
*'  Right  in  Spain  j  and,  alfo,  for  the  Safeguard  of  the 

*  Sea,  Prefervation  of  the  Realm  of  England,  and  the 

*  Deftruftion  of  her  Enemies.    Offering  to  repay  the 

*  Sum  ftipulated  in  three  Years,  either  in  Money,  or 

*  by  fome  acceptable  Service.'  Tbis  Demand  occafi- 
oned  a  long  Debate  amongft  the  Lords,  fome  ap- 
proving of  the  Reafons,  and  others  not ;  but  the  lat- 
ter were  the  Majority  at  this  Time. 

On  the  25  th  of  February  the  Lords  and  Commons 
refolved,  ■  That,  confidenng  the  King's  great  Nccefli-  A  Sub{5 .  ^ 

*  lies,  and  the  Number  and  Strength  of  his  Enemies,  tj  for  the  Amd- 

*  both  at  Sea  and  Land,  with  the  great  Expences  he an"  of  u*  Por- 

*  muft  be  at  for  the  Defence  of  the  Kingdom,  againfttusucre' 

*  fuch  Force,  they  would  of  their  own  Free-Will 
c  grant  to  the  King  the  Sublidy  on  Wool,  Wool-fels, 

*  and  Leather,  as  it  was  in  the  laft  Grant,  from  that 

*  very  Day  to  the  Fcaft  of  St  Jckn  Baptijl  next  com- 

*  ing  ;  and  from  thence  for  four  Years  more.  Whe- 
Vot.  I.  F  f  *  ther 
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it,  Richard  IT.  *  ther  fuch  Armaments  fhould  be  made  Ufe  of  in 

*  Voyage  of  the  Lord  of  hancajler  inio Span*  or 

*  any  other  Manner.    Bui  with  this  expreis  Prote 

*  tton  of  ihc  Commons,  That  it  was  not  their  intentm 
ft  be  obliged  by  any  Words  m  this  Grant  to  quarrel 
have  a  frar  with  Spain,  but  they  onfy  gave  it  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Kingdom*  and  Rift/lance  of  its  Enemies ; 
as  H  Jbould  feem  befl  to  the  whole  Houfe  of  Lords  to  ad- 
vife  and  ordain  about  //('). 

In  this  Parliament  Sir  Richard  Je  Scrape ;  a  Man  of 
sifRr^mo!'d  known  Judgment,  Learning  and  Integrity,  was  again 
in^ms chm- appointed  Lord  Chancellor.  But  very  foon  after  its 
eeiiorforrtstufingTjigoimion,  by  the  I  negation  of  feme  Courtiers,  who 
*r«ut  1  were  but  inferior  Officers  to  the  King*  becaufe  Sir  Rseb- 
tird  would  not  pafs  fome  large  Grants  of  Eftates  to 
them,  which  had  efcheated  to  the  Crown,  the  Seals 
were  taken  from  him,  and  given  to  Robert  Braybroke* 
B:(hop  of  London  (a).  This  is  mentioned  as  the  firft 
unpopular  Act  of  this  Kind's  Reign,  and  what  gave 
the  Public  a  Difiike  to  his  Goverment ;  or  rather,  fays 
H'alfingham^  to  that  of  his  Minifters,  who  then  mana- 
ged Affairs,  and  played  upon  the  King's  Youth,  and 
the  Eafinefa  of  bis  Nature.  At  this  Time,  alio,  we 
made  fevera!  Statutes  concerning  Strangers  being 
mitted  to  buy  and  fell  Commodities  in  their  ov 
Names,  without  any  Hindrance  of  the  Englijh  Me 
chants ;  Irkewife,  for  the  forbidding  of  Furs,  and  re_ 
lating  the  Excels  of  Apparel  in  inferior  People  ;  to  fe 
tie  the  Price  ot  Wines,  and  many  other  Matters.  But 
xuhat^  fays  the  nfoiefaid  Author,  do  Acls  of  Pariiawen 
fant/Y,  when  after  they  are  made*  they  take  no  Etfel 

Privy  Council,   ■* J'-  '  f  ,       r  jC.         ,      *  .  •¥ 

fctitfitathcDe-^  ore  nstfifhg  regarded;  pnee  the  King*  by  Advue  < 
t emanations  of  his  Privy  Couwil,  took  upm  him  to  alter,  or  wholy 

afk 

U)  Bn J j  3tid  Tyrrtt. 

((f)  A  polite  hJlian,  who  wrote  the  Hifrory  of  the  Civil  Wars  in  Er> 
h'.J,  under  the  Conufts  between  the  two  Homes  of  Tori  and  Landiftt} 
dyt,  That  t'  is  King,   amongft  the  maft  considerable  jewels  ot  ' 
Crown,  had  one  inchafed  in  it  by  the  Laws,  that  thofe  Fathers  who 
in  the  Nonage  of  their  Sons,  the  latter  fall  under  his  Tuition,  'till  i 
one  and  twentieth  Year  of  their  Age  ;  all  their  Lands  redounding  fro 
theaforcfaid  Time  to.  the  King,  lave  the  third  Part  which  is  refcrv. 
for  their  Education.    By  thi-  Prerogative,  he  adds,  Richard  enjoyed  the 
treat  Income  fallen  unto  him  by  the  Death  of  the  Earl  of  March  and 
fevcrai  others  j  all  which  he  browed  upon  Men  of  no  Ufe  nor  Merit.  * 
Six  Fraviit  Bic&di,  transited  by  Henry  Earl  of  Mtamt^tb, 
P.  3.  Fit,  Lend,  1641, 


The  Kin?,  *y 
Adrtce  of  his 


PaiLumcnt. 
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tfide,  all  thofe  Things  whkh  by  general  Ccnfent  had  been  k.  Richard  n. 
ordained  in  Parliament  (x)~ 

The  fame  Year  1382,  and  the  5  th  of  this  King,  ano- 
ther  Parliament  was  fummon'd  to  meet  at  t^e/lmhijler,  s* 
about  Michaelmas  ;  when  the  King  and  Lords  being  met 
in  the  Painted  Chamber,  the  Names  of  the  Knights,  Ci-  At  Weftminfter, 
tizens  and  Burgeifes  were  called  over  before  them.  Af- 
ter which,  the  Bifhopof  Lfif&ff,  as  Chancellor,  openM 
the  Caufe  of  their  Meeting  to  be,  1  For  the  better  De- 
e  fence  of  the  Nation  againft  its  Enemies,  and  to  pro- 

*  vide  Means  for  that  Purpofe.' 
Dr  John  Gilbert,  Bifhop  of  Hertford,  by  the  King's 

Command,  further  explain'd  the  Caufe  of  Summons; 
and  propofed  two  Ways  to  deal  with  the  Enemies  of 
the  Kingdom,  one  by  making  ufe  of  the  Flemings,  who 
offered  their  Service,  againft  them  ;  and  the  other  to 
elofe  with  the  Offer  of  the  Duke  of  Lancajler,  made  in 
the  Iaft  Parliament,  who  now  had  reduced  his  Demand, 
for  the  Support  of  his  Army  from  60  to  43,000  /. 

Thefe  Matters  being  of  fo  high  a  Nature  the  Com- 
mons, as  ufua],  made  their  Requeft  to  the  Lords  to 
have  fuch  as  they  named  to  confult  with  them  about 
the  Charge,  which  was  granted,  and  the  Names  of  the 
Lords  entered  upon  the  Roll.  After  a  Conference  be- 
tween the  Lords  and  Commons  they  granted  the  King 
a  Tenth  and  a  Fifteenth,   1  By  Reafon,  as  they  faid, 

*  of  the  great  Danger  the  Nation  was  in  from  ^ti*5£riu 

*  mighty  Preparations  of  the  French  King  againft 

*  them  ;  to  be  employed  as  the  King,  by  the  Advice 

*  of  his  Council,  and  the  Lords  of  the  Realm,  ftiould 
«  think  fit  (y), 

F  f  2  Then 

(ft)  Red  quid  juvant  Statute  Partiamcntorim,  &c.  Wajfinghanii 
In  this  Parliament,  or  the  next,  William  Ujford,  Earl  of  Suffolk,  being 
chofen,  by  the  Knights  of  the  Shire,  &c.  to  deliver  their  Mmds  to  th» 
King  and  Parliament,  at  the  Inftant  he  was  guing  up  the  Stairs  far  that 
Purpofe,  fell  down  dead  in  the  Han  J  J  of  his  Servants*  He  was  a  Noble- 
man much  lamented  on  Account  of  his  great  Humanity  and  Affability  to 
all  Men.  Haihng Jhead' 's  Cbren.  P.  440, 

C jO  ft  appears  by  the  Statutes  at  Large,  that  this  Subfidy  was  given, 
that  the  Money  might  he  employed,  wholly,  for  keeping  and  guarding 
the  Seas.  See  Stat,  at  Large,  5  Rich  II.  P.  333. 

An  Aft  alfo  wa*  then  patted  for  every  Perfon,  to  whom  it  fcelnngeth, 
to  obey  Summons  to  Parliament,  or  elfe  to  be  fined  or  amerced,  at  #f 
ttdTimi  it  mj'ttt  tt  irt  <jW,  Ibidem* 
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K.  Richard  II.  Then  the  Duke  of  Lar.tr.ftcT's  Propofal  came  again 
into  Conli  !  cr.it  ion,  and  the  Qiieltion  was  put  to  every 
particular  Prelate,  Earl,  ttaron,  and  Baneret,  4  Whe- 
'  ther  ihcy  thought  his  Voyage  into  Spain,  with  the 

*  Number  of  Forces  propoled,  would  be  for  the  Ser- 

*  vice  of  the  King  and  Realm,  or  not  ? '  It  was  a- 
greed,  *  Th.u  it  might  be  fo,  only  they  believed  the 

*  Force  too  finall  to  be  employed  againft  fo  great  a 

*  Kingdom. 

A  Religious  Affair  of  feme  Confcquence  to  the 
Church  of  En- land,  as  thtn  eftabliftied,  came  before 
this  Parliament.    In  the  bit  Stflion  there  was  an  Aft 
palled,  which  is  now  in  our  Statute  Books,  under  this 
The  Statute  of  Title,  ^H      t0  comm:B}m  Sheriffs  to  apprehend  Preach- 
HereiV^clbtamM  ers  °f  Hereby,  and  their  Abettors,  reciting  the  Enormi- 
ty Ecciefiaftical  tics  enfuing  the  Preaching  of  Here/res  (%).  This  Statute 
the  ConfJnt'of Ut  had  ^ccn  furrePtltl0uJh  obtained  by  the  Clergy  >  and 
the  common.  haJ  tne  Formality  of  an  Enrolment  without  the  Conjent 
of  the  Commons.    In  this  Parliament,  therefore,  that 
Body  jultly  complained,  and  humbly  petitioned  the 
King,  that  '  Forafmuch  as  that  Statute  was  made  with- 

*  out  their  Confcnts,  and  never  authorized  by  them  ; 

*  and  as  it  never  was  their  Mcming  to  bind  themfeives, 
c  or  their  Succcflbrs,  to  the  Prelates,  no  more  than 

*  their  Anceftors  had  done  before  them,  they  prayed 
c  the  aforciaid  Statute   might  be  repealed,  and  it 

*  was  done  accordingly  (a)*  But,  by  the  Artifice 
-of  the  Bihcps,  even  this  Act  of  Repeal  was  fup- 
preiied  ;  and  Profccutions  carried  on,  by  Virtue  or. 
the  former,  which  is  the  Realbn  that  the  other  is  not 
to  be  found  in  the  Statute  Buoks.  This  is  a  Piece  of 
Erchjiajiicd  CoUvfion  too  glaring  to  be  overlooked  by 
any  except  the  Pretatical  Writers  of  this  and  the  laft 
Age.  But  for  an  Account  of  the  famous  Reformer 
"John  ttiik'iifc  and  his  Doctrines,  againft  whom  the 
before- mentioned  Statute  was  levelled,  we  refer  to  the 
Writers  of  Ei.gHjh  Church  Hiftory  ;  fince  theie  Inno- 
vations in  Religion  were  never  made  a  Matter  of  Par- 

liamea- 

(k)  Statute*  at  Large,  An.  Reg.  Rich.  II.  5*0.  Cap.  t, 
fa)  Cs.'/on's  j&,riJgnicnt,  6th  of  Riebt  II.  P.  285. 
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liamentary  Inquiry,  in  thofe  Days,  except  in  the  Act  k.  Richard  it, " 
before  recited  (b). 

It  is  proper  here  to  take  Notice,  that  a  Rebellion 
was  about  this  Time  begun  in  Flanders.  The  Fle- 
mings had  driven  their  Earl  out  of  his  Country  j  he  ap- 
plies himfelf  to  the  King  of  France,  as  his  Sovereign 
Lord,  and  they  crave  the  like  Afliftance  from  the  King 
of  England.  The  French  King  marched  an  Army  into 
Flanders,  and  fubdued  a  gre.it  Part  of  that  Country, 
and  the  Earl  laid  Siege  to  Ghent,  which  was  the  Head 
of  the  Rebellion,  and  in  great  Danger  of  being  taken. 

To  prevent  this,  and  to  flop  the  Progrefs  of  the 
French  King's  Arms  in  Flanders,  his  Preparations  to 
befiege  Calais,  and  his  further  Defigns  againft  England  Anno  Regoi  6, 
itfelf,  another  Parliament  was  called  to  meet  at  Weft- 
minfter,  about  the  Middle  of  Lent,  the  next  Year,  AtweftminW 
which  is  ftill  the  6th  of  this  King.  The  Caufes  above 
were  exprefled  in  the  Summons  j  and  when  met,  the 
Bifhop  of  London  declared  further,  *  That  the  King 

*  had  offered  to  go  over  in  Perfon  with  a  Royal  Ar- 

*  my  ;  but  having  fince  received  the  News,  that  the 

*  French  King  had  over -run  all  Flanders,  except  Ghent , 

*  therefore  this  Parliament  was  called  for  their  Advice, 

*  Whether  the  King  mould  go,  in  Perfon,  to  the  Re- 

*  lief  of  that  Town  ;  and,  if  fo,  how  to  provide  for 
c  fuch  an  Undertaking  ? 

The  Commons  confulted  together,  two  or  three 
Days  on  the  Bulinefs  of  their  Charge  ;  but  rinding  it, 
as  they  faid,  fo  great  and   fo  highly  affecting  the 
King's  Perfon,  therefore,  they  prayed  his  Majclty  to 
grant  them  certain  Lords,  all  named  by  thcmfclves,  to 
treat  with  them  about  it.    The  Prelates  and  Peers  de-  a  Conference 
fired,  were,  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  Bifhops  between  the  tw» 
of  Ely  and  Hereford,  the  Earls  of  Cambridge,  Stafford  . 
and  Northumberland,  the  Lords  Nevle,   Fitz-Walter^^  i„  Perfon 
and  Cobham,  which  was  granted  by  the  King,  although,  ag«nft  the 
as  the  Record  mentions,  it  was,  «,  and,  ought  to  be,  Ywax^% 
in  the  Eleftion  of  the  King  to  ajjign  fuch  Bi/hops  and  Lords, 
F  f  3  as 

(b)  By  a  Petition  of  the  Knights  of  Shires  this  Parliam?nt,  John  Wrcio% 
Prieft,  who  was  the  Ringleader  of  the  Infurreftion  in  Suffolk,  wjs  ad- 
judged to  be  hanged  as  a  Traitor  }  thy'  many  believed  he  would  lure 
keen  bought  off  with  Money.      "     Hillingjb,  Cbro:  440. 
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.  Rkhird  n.  a$  he  Jimld  think  fit,  or  ethers  of  his  own  proper  Ncmi- 


hard  II. 

nation  (e), 
sirjamMPictte-    When  this  Committee 


ting,  Speaker, 
declares  aga'tnft 

it. 


of  Lords  had  confulted  with 


he  Commons  * 
petition  the  King  c 
to  regulate  his 
Houfclioldj  &c, 


the  Commons  for  fome  Time,  the  latter  appeared  be- 
fore the  King  and  the  whole  Houfe  of  Peers,  and,  by 
Sir  James  Pickering  their  Speaker  declared  that,  *  The 

*  King's  PafiTage  and  the  ordering. of  his  Voyage,  or 

*  any  other  great  Voyage  belonged  not  to  them,  but  to 

*  the  King  himfelf  and  Lords  of  his  Council  ;  yet,  by 

*  Way  of  Advice,  confidering  what  Troubles  were  in 

*  the  Land ;  that  the  Truce  with  the  Scots  was  near 

*  expiring,  and  they  were  raiting  great  Forres  near  the 

*  Borders ;  and  it  being  doubtful  whether  they  would 

*  now  comply  with  any  Propolals  of  Peace  or  Truce, 

*  unlets  driven  to  it;  therefore  they  thought  that  nei- 

*  ther  the  King,  nor  any  of  his  three  Uncles  of  Lanca- 

*  jhr,  Cambridge  or  Buckingham?  could  he  tpared  out 

*  of  the  Kingdom,  until  that  and  the  Borders  aforefaj 

*  was  well  quieted  and  ictlled.    They  rather  advifc 

*  him  to  accept  of  a  Propofal  made  by  the  Bifhop 

*  Norwich  of  railing  3000  Men  at  Arms  and  300 

*  Archers  well  mounted,  with  whom  he  purpofed  to 
c  relieve  Ghent,  reduce  Flanders,  and  afterwards  to  car- 

*  ry  the  War  into  France  ;  provided  he  was  allowed 

*  the  Fifteenth,  granted  by  the  Laity  and  Clergy,  with 
■  the  two  Shillings  a  Tun  upon  Wine,  and  fix  Pence 

*  in  the  Pound  upon  Merchandize  for  the  Guard  of 
1  the  Sea/ 

The  Commons,  alfo,  prayed  the  King,  *  That  for 

*  his  Honour  and  Profit,  with  the  Quiet  and  Comfort 
c  of  themfelves,  of  his  great  Grace  he  would  pleafe 
1  to  command,  that  certain  Loids  might  be  afligned  to 
'  be  about  his  Perfon,  out  of  the  moft  wife,  hone 
;  and  difcreet  Perfons  in  the  Kingdom,  to  advife  and 

counfel  him  j  and  further,  that  he  would  pleafe,  by 
the  Advice  of  the  Lords,  fo  to  order  his  Houmold, 
that  he  might  live  on  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown  i 
and  that  the  Subfidy  on  Wool,  with  the  Money  a- 

*  rifing 


(r)  Cambien  que  f<wfts  et  doit  ellrc,  en  U  EhZlion  it  noftre  dit  Seig- 
*r  U  Roy  cTajfigntr  a  a  tt  <///«  PrcUtti  et  Seigneurs  ifftiit  MMjtt.  ok 


(Ut 

lid 

s 

DO 


Jgnt, 

tutni  si  fa  fropre  Nomwtbn, 


Brady, 


111.  P. 


*  rifing  from  Marriages  and  Efcheats,  might  be  wholly  Ki  R;ci„r(i  K- 

*  imployed  to  fupport  the  War.' 
The  King  anfwered,  *  That  he  would  talce  fuch 

*  fufficient  Perfons,  Lords  and  others,  about  his  own  Per- 

*  fon  as  appeared  to  him  moft  for  his  Honour  and  Profit ; 

*  and  as  to  the  Government  of  his  Houle  it  mould  be 

*  done  by  the  Advice  of  the  Lords  and  others  of  hia 

*  Council,  as,  laving  his  Honour,  mould  feem  beft  to 

*  them/ 

The  Propofal  of  the  Bifliop  of  Norwich,  mentioned 
above,  was  on  a  very  extraordinary  Occalion,  and  dc* 
ferves  our  Notice.  At  that  Time  there  was  a  great 
Schifm  in  Holy  Churchy  two  Popes  having  been  clefted,^^^1* 
and  each  fupported  by  different  Nations  and  Factions,  tween  Urban  vi. 
One  of  them  who  called  himfelf  Urban  the  Vlth  had  and  clement  Xl! 
fent  Bulls  into  England  for  a  Crufade,  to  fign  all  with 
the  Crofs  that  would  go  with  him  into  France,  for  the 
Definition  of  the  Antipcpey  who,  alfo,  ililed  himfelf 
Clement  the  XlthfrfJ.  By  vertue  of  thefe  Bulls,  fent 
to  the  Bifliop  of  Norwich,  and  by  him  publifhed  all 
over  England  (e)y  that  Prelate  collected  a  great  Sum  of 
Money  j  befides  Jewels,  Necklaces,  Bracelets,  Kings, 
Dimes,  Spoons,  and  other  Silver  Implements,  which 
the  Ladies  and  other  Devotees  gave  to  purchafe  Heaven, 
and  to  obtain  the  Benefit  of  Abfolution  and  Pardon  for 
all  Tranigrefiions.  Nor  were  the  Men  unmindful  of 
their  own  Salvation  in  this  Way,  for  many  of  them, 
as  was  believed,  gave  beyond  their  Abilities,  in  order  to 
make  their  Abfolution  more  valid  \  fome  found  Men 

at 


(d)  In  the  fecond  Year  of  Richard  II.  there  had  been  an  Aft  made 
(declaring  Urban  to  be  lawful  Fopc  ;  and  that  the  Lirings  of  all  Cardi- 
Hdh  and  others  that  were  Rebels  to  him  mould  be  fetzed  into  the  King's 
Hands  j  and  that  whofoever,  within  this  Realm,  mould  procure  or 
obtain  any  Provifion  or  other  lnftrument  from  any  atkrr  Pope  than  the 
fame  Urban  mould  be  out  of  the  King's  Protection.  Statutes  at  Large, 
A.  Reg.  i.  The  anonymous  noble  Author  of  this  King's  Life,  belore 
quoted,  fays  that  this  was  obtained  by  Ur6an*s  complimentary  Letters  to 
the  King  and  his  Parliament,  and  his  honouring  our  Bi/hop  oi  Lendom 
vith  m  Cardinal's  Cap,    Page  58, 

The  King's  Letters  Patents  to  confirm  this  Statute  is  in  Feed.  Ang, 

Tom.  VII.  P.  ip. 

{<)  The  Orders  of  the  Bimop  from  the  Pope  for  takinp,  or  contribu- 
ting towards  thi?  Ctvfadet  are  jmbhihed,  at  length,  in  Ktiyglten. 

Cei.  267  J.  Galk'ct, 
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,  Richiii  n«  at  Arms,  others  Archers,  and  many  were  fo  zealous 
as  to  ferve  in  their  own  Perfons.  The  Form  of  iho 
Abfolution,  it  felf,  is,  alfo,  worth  the  Reader's  Notice  ; 
tranflated  from  the  Original  in  Dr  Brady's  Appen- 
dix (f). 

ont  >n<j  |n_  By  Apojhlic Authority  to  me  commitedy  I  do  abfohe  the 
dulgencesgttiued  A.  B.  from  all  thy  Sins  which  thou  do/I  with  a  contrite 

^l*hoTouM  **eart  cmf*fi*  or  wou^  conJefi  *f  ihdu  remember 
<npge°in  Mj  ^em »  and  I  give  thee  a  full  Remiffion  of  them,  the  Re- 
QumJ.         tn  button  oj  the  jufl,  and  I  do  promt fe  thee  Increafe  or 
Addition  of  eternal  Salvation.    And  I  grant  to  thee  the 
fame  Privileges  that  are  granted  to  juch  as  go  to  the  De- 
fence of  the  Holy  Land  ;  and  do  impart  to  thte  the  Pray- 
ers and  Suffrages  of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church. 

Bat,  to  give  the  greater  Credit  to  this  iandtified  Caufe, 
the  Confent  and  Aid  of  Parliament  was  thought  abfo- 
lutcly  neceflary  5  and  the  Bifhop,  on  further  Confide- 
ration,  mended  his  Bill,  and  made  a  fecond  Propolal  to 
the  Houfes  ;  which  was,  '  To  ferve  the  King,  one 
4  whole  Year,  with  two  Thoufand  five  Hundred  Men 
c  at  Arms,  and  an  equal  Number  of  Archer*,  well  ar- 

*  rayed  and  mounted,  for  the  whole  Fifteenth  granted 

*  by  the  Laity.   Of  which  Number,  one  Thoufand 

*  Men  at  Arms  and  as  many  Archers  fhould  be  ready 

*  to  pals  the  Sea  for  the  Relief  of  Ghent ,  and  the  Coun- 

*  try  of  Flanders,  within  twenty  Days  after  the  firft 

*  Payment  j  and  that  he  would  take  upon  him  to  pay 

*  the  Charge  of  Shipping,  and  all  other  incident  Ex- 

*  pences.' 

This  laft  Propofol  was  agreeable  to  the  King,  his 
Council,  and  both  Houfes  of  Parliamenc  ;  and  fince 
France,  with  the  Earl  of  Flanders,  were  imirely  in  the 
Inteiett  of  the  Anti-Pope,  fhey  were  in  Hopes  that  10m 
great  Advantage  might  be  made  of  this  Expedition, 
the  French  War,  which  ftiil  continued, 

A  noble  Htftorian  writes,  that  the  Affair  was  warml 
debated  in  Parliament,  whether  it  was  fafe  to  hazard 
fo  confiderable  a  Strength  of  the  Kingdom,  in  fuch  an 
impertinent  Quarrel,  and  under  the  Conduct  of  a  rafh 

unexpe- 

[f)  £r^y*i  jiflvttd,  No,  I05. 
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unexperienced  Prieft  ?  Thofe  that  were  for  it,  befides  k.  Richard  II. 

the  I ntereft  of  Religion,  urged  Reafons  of  State  ;  Ibat 
now  was  the  Time  for  the  King  to  recover  bis  Right  in 
France,  and  weaken  the  French  King,  whiijl  he  lay  un- 
der Pope  Urban' J  Curfe,fir  fiding  wtth  Clement,  during 
which  he  could  expecl  no  Succefs  en  his  Arms*  Thus, 
for  lome  Time,  it  was  doubtful  which  Way  the  Par- 
liament would  incline  (£,)  i  but,  at  laft,  upon  hearing 
that  Antiphone  fung,  at  High  Mafs,  Ecce  Crucem  Do- 
ming fugite  Partes  advcrfa,  Behold  the  Crols  of  the  And 
Lord,  fly  ye  Adversaries ;  they  were,  as  with  a  Charm,  rais'd,  by  con- 
brought  over  to  decree  in  Favour  of  the  Expedition  (b),  j£m°f  for'tie 
But  though  the  Bifliop  pafled  over  with  his  Army,  and  service  oiPopc 
had  fome  considerable  Succeis  at  fir  ft,  yet,  in  the  End,  Urbnn,  under 
as  may  be  feen  in  our  general  Hiftorians,  this  Pontifi-  ^  'ioaf  l?d °* 

,  rrJ  i    ,   ,     •    °  r-i  •  t  ,    the  Bp  ot  Nor- 

cal  Ivar  concluded  with  no  great  Honour,  either  to  the  wicfa. 
Prelatical  Leader  of  it,  or  to  the  Nation  (/). 

Before  the  Bi(hop*a  Return  from  this  extraordi- 
nary Crufade*  Writs  had  been  fent  out  to  call  a  new 
Parliament  to  meet  on  the  flrft  Day  of  November,  1385. 
The  Caufe  of  Summons  was  in  fome  Meafure  expref- 
fed  in  the  Writs,  (k)  *  That  by  Advice  and  Aflent  of  the 

*  Council  a  Parliament  was  called  for  their  Mediation 

*  and  Afliftance,  in  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  then  in  Agita- 
f  tion  between  the  King,  his  Kingdom,  and  Suhjecis, 
'  on  the  one  Part ;  and  Rsbtrt  King  of  Scotland,  his 

*  Lands,  Dominions  and  Subjects,  on  the  other.  And 

*  for  other  difficult  and  urgent  Bufinefs,  which  con- 

c  cerned 


(g)  The  Determining  which  of  the  two  Popf!  had  the  better  Chum  to 
St  Peter's  Chair,  and  coofequently  the  Afcertaining  the  Center  of  Infal- 
libility, Icems  at  this  Time  to  have  depended  on  a  Vote  of  the  Englijb 
Parliament. 

(b)  The  Life  and  Reign  of  Rich.  1L  by  a  Per/on  of  Quality.  P.  65. 

A  Lift  of  the  principal  Warriors,  who  engaged  with  the  Biftiop  in  thil 
holy  Caufe,  may  be  fren  in  Hel/itigjbeaifs  Cbren,  P.  441,  442, 

This  BiJhap  had  given  Proof  of  his  Courage  in  the  lair  Rebellion,  by 
attacking  in  Perfon  the  Rebels  in  Norfolk,  *nd  utterly  fnppreffing  them. 

Sj>cret*s  Cbron,  P.  596. 

ft)  Mr  Tyrrtty  who  has  hitherto  traced  Dr  Brady  very  clofely  in  all 
his  Parliamentary  Proceeding:,  has  wholey,  withoutaihgtiing  any  Reafon 
omitted  the  two  laft  Parliaments.  Jt  is  not  cafy  to  account  for  this,  u;ile£t 
feme  Erprefljons,  on  the  Side  of  the  Prerogative,  gave  Oftence, 

(k)  See  the  Names  of  the  Pceri  fummoned  to  this  Parliament  in  Cot- 
flrt'i  /t&ridg,  P.  *3j. 
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K.  Rkb*rd  II.  *  cerned  the  Krng,  the  State  and  Defence  of  the  Realm, 

<  and  the  Englijb  Church.1 
Anno  Regri  7.     At  the  Meeting,  Sir  Mickati  de  la  Pole,  then  Lord 
*3*3'       Chancellor  of  England*  opened  the  Seflion  by  a  Speech, 
At  Weftminftcr.  excufing  firft  his  own  Unwonhinefs  to  the  Place  he  pof- 
fefled,  and  declaring  that  he  was  forced  to  accept  of  it ; 
after  which  he  acquainted  the  Houfes,  *  1  hat  the 

*  Truce  which  had  been  concluded  with  the  Scots  was 

*  to  end  at  Candlemafi  next ;  that  the  Duke  of  Lan- 
«  (after,  who  had  been  fent  to  renew  it,  was  returned, 
c  and  had  brought  back  Word  that  the  Scots  would 

*  fend  Commiflioners  to  London  to  manage  the  Treaty. 

*  A  fecond  Catife  was  to  provide  as  well  as  they  could 

*  againft  three  powerful  Enemies,  Spain*  France  and 

*  Flanders*    And  here  he  offered  feveral  Reafons  to 

*  prove  that  it  was  better  for  us  to  begin  and  make 

*  War  upon  them,  than  they  upon  us,  or  fufter  them 

*  to  invade  us.'    And  further  obferved,  *  That  thefe 

*  Wars  were  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  King,  for  they 

*  had  defcended  to  him  with  the  Crown.    He  defired 

*  that  Care  might  be  taken  for  the  Maintenance  of  good 

*  Laws,  and  Security  of  the  Peace.    And,  laftly,  put 

*  them  in  Mind  of  an  Aid  to  fupport  thefe  great 
«  Charges.' 

The  Chancellor  then  addrefled  himfelf,  particularly, 
to  the  Lords,  and  told  them,  *  That  the  King  com- 
4  manded  them  to  have  a  due  Consideration  of  the  ne- 

*  cefl'ary  Matters  that  had  been  declared  to  them  ;  the 

*  apparent  and  infupportable  Mifchiefs  that  threatened 
all,  and  the  great  Neceffity  the  King  had  for  Money 
to  prevent  them.    That  they  mould  treat  diligently 


of  thefe  Things,  by  themfelves,  with  as  much  Speed 
as  might  be  ;  and  laying  a  fide  all  Animofities,  ihey 
were  to  report  their  Advice,  from  Time  to  Time,  to 


*  the  King/  And  added,  '  That  hia  Majefty  commanded 

*  them  to  fit  from  Day  to  Day,  to  difpatch  what  they 

*  came  for,  and  not  to  depart  from  Parliament  without 

*  his  fpecial  Licence,  under  the  Penalty  that  might 
«  en  file.* 

Hereupon  the  Lords  and  Commons  took  into  Con- 
iideration  the  extraordinary  Charge  the  King  was  to  be 
at,  by  Reaibn  of  the  War  then  open  on  every  Side, 

and 


and  granted  two  half  Fifteenths  $  upon  Condition  that  K*  Richard 
the  Clergy  would  contribute  and  grant  what  became 
them,  which  they  did  accordingly  (i). 

In  this  Parliament  the  Bifhop  of  Norwich  was  accu- 
sed by  the  Chancellor,  and  feveral  Articles  were  exhi- 
bited againft  him  for  his  Mifcarriages  in  the  late  Expe- 
dition.   The  greateft  of  which  was,  that  he  had  pro- 
mifed  to  ferve  the  King  with  a  certain  Number  of  Men 
for  a  whole  Year,  and  ferved  but  half  a  Year,  and  The  Bp  of  Nor- 
then  returned  with  his  Army  quite  broken,    Thb  Ar-  ffffi^jjf' 
tide  he  could  not  clear  himfelf  of,  and  therefore  wa$duft. 
adjudged  to  make  Fine  and  Ranfom  at  the  King's 
Pleafure,  and  the  Temporalities  of  his  Bifhoprick  to  be 
feized  for  that  Purpofe  ;  and  thus  ended  this  Piece  of 
Ecclefiajiical  Knight- Errantry  [k). 

Sir  IVilliam  Ellin/bam,  Sir  Thomas  Trivet ,  Sir  Henry 
de  Ferrers,  and  Sir  mitiam  Harrendon  (/;,  were  all,^ha|[a0^ 
likewife,  accufed  before  this  Parliament,  for  receiving 
Money  for  the  Delivery  of  feveral  Fortrefies  to  the 
French ;  the  Sums  in  the  whole,  amounting  to  20,000 
Franks  in  Gold.  They  all  made  trifling  Excufes  a- 
gainft  the  Charge,  and  craved  the  King's  Mercy }  fo 
the  Chancellor  pronounced  Sentence,  c  That  they 

*  (hould  refund  what  they  had  received  to  the  King, 

*  and  remain  in  Prifon  'till  they  made  Fine  and  Ran- 

*  fom  to  him  at  his  Pleafure.3 
Jn  Reference  to  the  Scotch  Affairs,  at  this  Time  men- 
tioned by  the  Chancellor,  it  is  proper  to  take  Notice, 
that  though  it  was  promifed  the  Duke  of  Lancafler^  in 
Scotland,  that  they  would  fend  CommifTioners  to  ton- 

dotty 


lifcon- 


(s)  In  this  Parliament,  it  »  laid,  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  the 
Northern  Counties  requefted  that  fome  Part  of  the  Sublidies  granted  to 
the  Crown  might  be  aihgned  to  them,  becaufe  the  Guard  of  the  Country 
againft  the  Scott  was  put  upon  them,  But  they  were  anfwered,  that  they 
were  fufficiently  rewarded  for  that  Service  already  j  that  by  their  7V- 
Tturtt  they  were  bound  to  fecure  the  Marchet,  and  had  their  Eftates 
granted  them  chiefly  on  that  Condition. 

fValfingbamy  P.  307. 
Cotter**  Ek.  Hift.  Vol  1.  P.  581. 
(i)  The  Name  of  this  Warlike  Biihop  of  Norwich  was  Henry  USjx*~ 
Jer.    For  the  Bifhop'i  Accufation,  by  the  Chancellor,  and  his  Anfwer* 
to  them,  fee  Sir  R06.  Cotton**  Abridgment)  P.  192. 

(I)  Sir  WiUiam  de  Hurnedon,  Ibid,  29 3.  Thcfe  were  fome  of  th< 
B;, 'hop's  Oriiccii  in  this  Pontifical  Cimp*>gn. 


Aooo  Rc?gnj  7. 
1384. 

At  Saliltury. 
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K.  Richard  II.  don>  to  treat  about  a  Peace  j  yet,  none  came  for  that 
Purpofe.  But,  on  the  contrary,  the  Englijb  Govern- 
ment was  informed  that  the  Scots  had  made  feveral  In- 
roads into  the  Borders,,  and  had  actually  received  a  con- 
fidence Reinforcement  from  France  for  greater  Enter- 
prifes.  On  which  Intelligence  the  King  and  Council 
thought  fit  to  make  Preparation  for  War  on  their  Side; 
which  the  Sects  hearing  of,  fent  their  CommifTioners, 
at  laft,  but  their  Offers  were  now  rejected,  and  they 
returned  home  again  Re  infefta. 

The  War  being  again  begun  by  the  two  Nations* 
another  Parliament,  lays  Dr  Brady  >  (but  Mr  *Iyrrel 
will  have  it  only,  a  great  Council  of  the  Nobility,)  met 
at  Salisbury^  April  the  25th,  1384.  We  know  not  on 
what  Account  the  Litter  calls  it  a  Council,  for  if  he 
had  confuted  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  Abridgment,  he  would 
have  found  fufficient  Reafon  to  have  call'd  it  a  Parlia- 
ment. For  there  we  are  told  (w)t  that  on  Thurfday 
the  25th  of  April,  the  King,  in  Perfon,  with  all  the 
Bifhops  and  Lords,  except  fuch  as  were  again  with  the 
Duke  of  Lancafler  in  Scstland,  and  all  the  Commons, 
met  in  the  Great  Hall  of  the  Bifhop's  Palace  in  SaSf- 
bttry  ;  which  was  richly  adorned  and  fet  off  upon  the 
Occafion.  Then  Sir  Michael  de  la  Pcle,  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, by  the  King's  Command,  declared  the  Caufc 
of  the  Summons  to  be, 
'  Firft,  for  the  Maintenance  of  the  Church's  Liber- 

*  ties;  the  Prefervatzon  of  the  Laws  and  the  Peace.* 
Next,  he  told  them,  *  That  there  had  been  a  Treaty 

*  of  Peace  tran  failed  between  England  and  France,  of 
'  which,  at  a  proper  Opportunity,  he  mould  mew  them 

*  the  Articles.    Which,  although  the  King  might  have 

*  concluded  without  acquainting  them,  yet,  he  rather 

*  chofe  to  do  it  with  their  Knowledge  and  Confent.* 
He  added,  *  That  if  the  Peace  was  to  take  Effect,  yet, 
'  it  could  not  well  be  ratified  without  a  Meeting  of 

*  both  the  Princes  j  which,  for  their  own  Sovereign's 

*  Honour,  required  no  fmall  Charge.    Befides,  the 

*  King  had  been  at  great  Expence  in  defending  the  Na- 

*  tion  agdinft  the  Scots ;  in  fecuring  the  Sea-ports  be- 

1  yond 

(m)  Cotters' s  AhriJ^.  P.  2gS,  &cw   See  the  lift  of  the  Peers  fwu- 

moneJ  to  this  Pailumear.  Ibid* 
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*  yond  Sea ;  and  the  Safety  of  Guienne  and  Ireland ;  k,  Rkhaid  u. 

*  and  how  all  this  was  to  be  born,  he  charged  them, 

*  on  their  Allegiance,  to  confult  and  give  their  An- 
«  Twer.' 

The  Tryers  of  Petitions  being  fettled,  as  ufual,  the 
.  Commons  came  before  the  King,  in  Parliament,  and 
requefted  that  certain  Lords,  there  named,  might  be 
granted  to  them  for  Conference  :  Hereupon  the  Duke 
of  LancaJIer,  with  other  Peers  juft  then  coming  into 
Parliament,  they  befought  the  King,  that  the  faid  Duke 
and  his  Brothers  of  Cambridge  and.  Buckingham  might 
be  of  the  Number  ;  which  was  granted. 

After  which,  the  Lords  and  Commons  gave  the  King  a 
Moiety  of  a  Tenth  and  of  a  Fifteenth  i  providing  further,  ^S-SEJ; 
that  if  the  Wars  with  Scotland  and  France  did  continue,  land  and  France 
then  the  King  mould  have  the  other  Moiety  of  a  Fif- 
teenth fo  that  the  Clergy  mould  tax  themfelves  acr 
cordingly  ;  and  if  a  Peace  wa3  made  then  the  laft  Moi- 
ety to  ceafe. 

The  Commons,  in  their  Anfwer  to  the  Articles  of 
Peace,  faid,  *  That  it  did  not  befcem  them  to  give 

*  Advice  therein ;  and  therefore  referred  the  whole  Or- 

*  dering  thereof  to  the  King  and  his  Council.'  But, 
being  urged  to  fay  whether  they  defired  Peace  or  War, 
for  one  of  them  muft  be  chofe  ?  They  anfwered,  *  An 

*  honourable  Peace  for  the  King    but,  becaufe  there 

*  were  contained  in  the  Articles  many  Terms  of  the 

*  Civil  Law,  which  they  did  not  underftand  ;  and  that 

*  ft  was  ftipulated  in  them  that  the  King  mould  hold 

*  Guienne  of  the  French  by  Homage  and  Service,  they 
c  knew  not  how  to  advife ;  only  they  hoped  that  the 

*  King  intended  not  to  give  up  Calais  and  other  Ter- 

*  ritories,  gain'd  from  the  French  by  the  Sword.'  To 
this  it  was  faid,  *  That  Peace  could  not  otherways  be 

*  had,  and  therefore  again  prefled  them  to  declare  for 
«  Peace  or  War\*  at  laft,  the  Commons  anfwered, 

*  That  thev  rather  chofe  Peace* 

In  this  Parliament  it,  alfo,  was,  that  a  Carmelite  Fri- 
ar (n  ,  and  Batchelor  of  Divinity,  appeared,  according 
to  IValfingham^  and  charged  the  Duke  of  Lancajler 
with  a  Delign  to  kill  the  King*  and  ufurp  the  Kingdom. 

The 

(n)  Napcd  John  Latimer,   ftowe,  X97. 
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K.  Richard  It,  The  Duke  defined  that  the  Friar  might  be  lecured  un- 
til he  made  good  the  Accufation  againft  him.  Here- 
upon! the  Man  was  confined  ;  but  the  Night  before 
he  was  to  appear  again,  to  juftify  what  he  had  faid,  he 
was  baibaroufly  murthered  in  Prifon.  The  Duke  had 
Imereft  enough  at  Court  to  get  the  Matter  in  Tome 


Sort  made  up  j  and  the  Friar's  Body,  the  next  Mor 
ing,  was  dragged  thro*  the  Streets,  at  a  Horfe's  Tail,  lj 
a  Traitor's,  to  take  off  all  Sufpicion  of  a  Murther  (tf). 


s 


At 


Whether  the  King  was  fatisfied  with  the  Duke's  In- 
nocency,  or  not,  does  not  greatly  appear ;  but  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  not  long  after  the  King  and  Council  had  a 
Defign  to  have  arraigned  the  Duke,  on  feveral  Articles 
of  Treafon,  at  the  King's-Bench  Bar,  before  Sir  Ro- 
bert TrefiHan*  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  whereas  he  ought 
to  have  been  tried  by  his  Peers.  But  the  Duke  being 
aware  of  it,  retired  to  his  Cattle  of  Pontfr£tey  victualled 
and  manned  it,  and  ftood  upon  his  Guard  ;  on  which, 
the  Defign  was  fruftrated  :  But  the  Reader  may  obferve 
that  fome  flagrant  Jealoufies  were  then  between  the 
Nephew  and  Uncle  ;  which  ceafed  not  during  this 
Reign,  but  broke  out  to  fome  Purpofe  at  the  End  of 
it,  by  a  Son  of  this  Duke  of  Lontafter. 

The  fame  Year  a  Parliament  was  afiembled  at 
Wcftmtnrter.  IVeJlmlnjhr  on  the  12th  of  November y  when,  in  the 
Prefence  of  the  King,  the  Lords  fitting,  and  the  Knights 
and  Burgefles  ftanding,  the  fame  Lord  Chancellor,  as 
before,  put  ihem  in  Mind,  '  of  the  King's  great  Care 

*  of  the  Church,  Commons,  and  Laws  of  England \* 
and  further  told  them,  1  That  the  Nation  was  inviro- 

*  ned  with  Enemies,  the  French^  Spaniards^  Scots  and 
■  Flemings  \  and  that  the  chief  Caufe  for  calling  this 
1  Parliament  was  to  provide  for  the  Safety  and  Defence 

*  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and  to  confider  how  this  Provifion 

*  might  beil  and  moft  fpeedily  be  raifed,  fo  that  the 

*  poor  People  might  be  lead  burthened  by  it.'  He  ac- 
quainted them,  *  That  the  King  would  go  in  Perfon, 

*  for  the  Defence  of  the  Kingdom,  againft  any  Enemy, 

*  by  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  Parliament.    He  then 

1  took 

fy*  The  Manner  how  this  Murder  was  afted,  was  fo  barbarous  as  is 
•Imrfl;  b«ymd  Belief.        Stow,  Ibid.        UoJJirrgJbduTt  Wren.  44.^ 

But  all  trom  ffttfingbam,  fub  bit  Ami, 


1 

i 


took  Occafion  to  tell  them,  «  of  the  bafe  Treachery  k.  Ridurd  tt 

*  and  Falftiood  of  the  French ;  who,  in  the  laft  Treaty 

*  of  Peace  at  Calais^  had  gone  from  their  own  Offers; 
'  which,  he  added,  was  a  good  Caufe  of  Aflurance  to 

*  the  EngHJb,  in  fo  juft  a  Quarrel  to  look  for  Victory.* 
The  Chancellor  concluded  with  obferving  to  them, 

*  That  four  Ways,  or  Means,  would  greatly  further 

*  and  fpeed  this  Confutation  »  Fir  ft,  to  be  early  in  the 
'  Houle ;  next,  to  repel  all  melancholy  Paflions;  the 

*  third,  to  begin,  always,  on  the  moft  needful  Enqui- 

*  ries,  and  to  direct  without  Mixture  of  any  Orders ; 
1  and  laftly,  to  avoid  all  maintaining  and  partaking  {p)* 

Thefe  Things  being  maturely  confidered ;  the  Lords 
and  Commons  granted  the  King,  for  the  Defence  of 
the  Realm,  the  Safeguard  of  the  Sea,  and  Marches  of 
Scotland^  two  Fifteenths ;  one  to  be  paid  at  Lady- Day  a  farther  Supply 
next  coming,  and  the  other  at  Midfummcr.    Upon      the  Cuuc 
Condition  that  ihe  laft  half  Fifteenth,  granted  at  Salif-  FurPofe- 
bury,  (hould  not  be  paid  i  and  in  Cafe  the  King ,  did 
not  go  in  Perfon  againft  his  Enemies,  or  that  a  Peace 
or  Truce  mould  be  made  with  them,  then  the  latter 
of  thefe  two  Fifteenths  mould  not  be  levied. 

In  this  Parliament  the  famous  Lady,  who  was  the  The  Sentence 
fuppoied  Concubine  of  the  late  old  King,  Alice  Ferrers^  formerly  pafeM 
or  Peine,  but  now  the  Wife  of  Sir  William  IVindfir^  JE^^JJUSi 
petitioned  to  have  the  Sentence  and  Ordinance  made  a- 
gain  (I  her  in  the  50th  Year  of  Edward  the  Third,  and 
the  Judgment  and  Statute  made  in  Purfuance  thereof, 
in  the  firft  of  this  King  to  be  repealed ;  and  that  the 
might  be  reftored  to  all  her  Lands  and  Tenements. 
This  was  granted  by  Aflent  of  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, fo  as  the  Gifts  and  Grant?,  already  made  by  the 
King,  of  any  of  her  Lands,  Tenements  and  Houfes, 
might  remain  in  Force  (a). 

Notwithftanding  the  Subfidies  granted  for  carrying 
on  the  Wars,  we  do  not  find  that  any  Martial  Exploits 

worth 


(f)  Cittori'i  jdbriJg,  P.  303.  We  fuppofe  this  laft  Advice  means, 
that  they  (hould  avot  J  all  Heats  and  Divi/ions  amongft  themfelves. 

(j)  Biirnti  beftows  near  a  whole  Page  in  his  Life  of  Edivard  III,  in 
Vindication  of  this  Lady's  Honour,  He  allows  her  Ladyfhip  to  have 
been  a  very  great  Favourite,  but  not  a  Concubine,  which  from  the  great 
Age  and  lnfi.-mities  of  the  King  may,  rcafonably,  be  granted.  Old  King 
PeviJ  hadS  i^ml'si  lay  in  his  Bofom. 
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K,  Rkhird  W  ^vortn  Notice  were  performed  this  Year.  And,  even  in 
the  War  between  England  and  Scotland,  there  were  on- 
ly on  each  Side  lnvauuns,  with  burning  and  plundering 

each  other's  Countries. 

However,  the  next  Year  produced  more  Aclion  ;  and 
a  formidable  Army  was  rais'd  here,  which  the  King  was 
to  march  at  the  Head  of  \  in  the  mean  Time  the  Duke 
of  Lancajler  was  fent  with  a  good  Force  before  to  fecure 
The  Kin*  mar-  the  Borders.  About  the  Beginning  of  Auguft  the  King 
ch«  bu>  Scot-  entered  Scotland,  but  to  little  purpofe  ;  for  either  he 
could  not  find  ihe  Scots  at  all,  or,  at  leaft,  could  not 
follow  them,  for  they  had  retired  into  the  Woods, 
Bogs,  and  Faunellcs,  in  the  Highlands,  and  had  driven 
up  their  bed  Cattle  with  them.  The  King  finding  tbe 
Country  abandoned,  contented  himfelf  with  burning  the 
City  of  Ednburgb,  with  leveral  other  Towns  and  de- 
ftroving  theii  Country,  But,  it  is  poflible  the  Scottb 
Nation  would  have  received  a  much  feverer  Blow 
from  tbe  Engltjb  Arms  at  that  Time,  had  not  the  Jea- 
loufly  between  the  King  and  his  Uncle  LancajUr  pre- 
vented the  former  from  following  any  Advice  the  other 
could  give  him. 

But,  what  brought  the  Engltjb  Army  fooner  Home, 
was,  in  order  to  defend  their  own  Territories,  from  an 
Invafien  which  was  more  than  threatned  from  Ft  ante. 
For  the  Ft  Hub  King  had  actually  provided  a  mighty 
Fleet  and  a  Land- Army,  which  were  ready  at  Sluis  in 
Flanders,  and  had  certainly  made  the  Attempt,  whilft 
itichard  was  ablent,  if  fome  unforefeen  Accidents,  re- 
laiir.g  to  the  FlemUh  Wars,  had  not  prevented  it  (a). 
Hereby  a  Stop  was  put  to  the  Naval  Expedition  for  this 
Yesr,  and  tho'  he  reaflumed  it  the  next,  it  was  with 
no  better  Succefs  than  the  former. 

At  the  King's  Return  from  Scotland,  a  Parliament 
was  called  to  meet  on  Friday  after  St  Luke's  Day,  or 
about  the  20th  of  Q8obery  in  the  ninth  Year  of  this 

King's 

(a)  Tnifart '  fays,  That  the  French  King's  Navy  coniifW  of  iztj 
Sblf  8  adns,  thai  fince  Cod  created  the  World  there  were  never  fern  (o 
many  great  Ships  together.  The  Army  this  Fleet  was  to  carry  over  con- 
lifted  of  fixteeti  Dukes,  twenty-fit  Earls,  joo  Lords,  360a  Knight*, 
arid  100,000  fighting  Men.  Fret/art ,  Cap,  53.  Cook  II. 
Slnu  t  Cbrea,  P,  300, 
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King's  Reign,  and  there  never  was  a  greater  Occafion  k.  Richard  Hi 
for  a  Parliament  to  be  called.    On  the  Day  of  their 
Meeting*  Sir  Michael  la  Pole,  then  Earl  of  Suffolk  and  Anno  Regni  9, 
ftill  Chancellor  of  England,  opened  the  Seflion,  in  the  ,38S- 
Prefence  of  the  King  and  the  other  Eftates,  to  this 
Purport  5  *  That  the  Nation,  being  aflaulted  on  every 

*  Side,  by  moft  mortal  Enemies,  it  was  their  Bulinefs  to 

*  confider  how  it  might  beft  be  defended  and  prefer ved. 
'  The  Defence  of  the  Realm,  he  faid,  might  be  effected 

*  four  feveral  Ways  ;  of  which  two  were  Foreign  and 

*  the  other  two  Domeftic.  The  Home  Affairs  were, 
c  concerning  the  Staple,  and  the  current  Coin  of  the 

•  *  Kingdom.  The  other  were,  how  they  might  beft  de- 

*  fend  themfelves;  and  how  the  War  was  to  be  beft  fup- 

*  ported  and  maintained.  For  the  Staple,  he  thought 
4  it  beft  that  the  iame  mould  be  planted  within  the 
c  Realm.    Since  it  was  evident  that  the  Burgefles  of 

*  Calais,  and  other  Towns  abroad,  were  grown  very 

*  rich  thereby  ;  whilft  feveral  good  Towns  within  the 
4  Kingdom  were  very  much  decayed ;  by  which,  the 
c  common  Profit  was  abated.  a  For,  he  affirmed  that 

*  the  Subfidy  on  Wools  yielded  more  to  the  King, 

*  when  the  Staple  was  kept  in  England,  by  a  1000 

*  Marks  yearly,  than  it  had  done  when  held  abroad.  As 

*  to  the  Coin,  he  faid,  7'hat  confidering  how  all  Na- 

*  tions  were  greedy  of  it,  and  conveyed  much  over,  ho 

*  advifed  it,  as  the  beft  Way,  to  raife  the  Value.  That 

*  the  Nation   might   be  beft  defended  by  purfuing  x 

*  the  Enemy  with  a  vigorous  War ;  and  for  many  Rea- 

*  fons  he  told  them,  That  it  was  better  to  feek  than  to 

*  be  fought  after ;  wherefore,  of  Neceffity,  a  Subfidy 
4  was  to  be  granted,  fuch  as  might  be  equal  to  the  Oc- 
4  cafions  of  the  Government.' 

It  muft  be  allowed,  that  this  Chancellor  has  fpoke 
more  like  a  Statefman,  ever  fince  we  had  Occafion  to 
mention  him,  than  moft  of  his  Predeceflbrs.  This  Sir 
Michael  de  la  Pole,  was  the  Son  of  a  Merchant  and  bred 
to  the  Bulinefs ;  and  though  afterwards  raifed  to  be  Prime 
Minifter,  yet  he  feems  by  his  Education  to  have  learned 
the  true  Intereft  of  the  Kingdom.  But,  being  envied  in 
his  Station  by  the  old  Nobility,  though,  he  arrived  this 
Parliament  at  the  Heighth  of  his  Ambition,  yet,  he  fell 
Vox,.  I..  G  g  in 
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K,  Rictmd  n.  in  the  next ;  and  is  one  terrible  Example,  ai 
more,  of  fuch  flippery  Stations. 

However,  upon  the  Chancellor's  Motion,  the  Lords, 
Great  Men,  and  Reprefentatives  of  Counties,  Cities  and 
Burgh*  (h)t  granted  to  the  King  for  the  Voyage  of 
John  King  of  Co/lilt  and  Lesny  and  Duke  of  Lancajler, 
into  Spain  ;  for  the  fafe  Keeping  of  the  Sea  and  Mar- 
ches of  Scotland ;  a  full  Tenfh  and  Fifteenth^  and  half 
Tenth  and  Fifteenth,  the  former  to  be  paid  at  Midfu\ 
wer  next.  There  were  appointed  particular  Treafure 
by  Parlijment,  for  ths  Receipt  of  this  Subfidy,  with  Si 
pervifors  to  lee  it  laid  out  ;  and  this  Voyage  into  Spai, 
was  declared  to  be,  *  By  the  Agreement  and  Confent 

*  the  Kmgi  Prelates,  Noblemen,  and  Commons  in 

4  full  Pari ^menr  aflembled*  (c). 
The  anonymous  Author  of  this  Kng's  Life  mentions 

a  Difpute  which  happened  between  the  Clergy  and  Laity 
in  this  Parliament  i  it  feems  the  latter  granted  the  King 
the  Subfidies  above  on  Condition  that  the  other  mould 
Debate  between  give  a  %nth  ani  a  half.    This  Way  of  Arriculating  the 
jiitCIcof^raL  CIeigy  refenrerl>  and  proteftcd  that  the  Laity  mould  not 
theLreliy!nMn8  charge  them ;  nay,   the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
[Courtney]  was  fo  hot  as  to  fay,  That  be  would  venture 
hh  Head  in  this  Caufe>  rather  than  the  Holy  Church  of 
England  Jhould  thui  truckle.    Whereupon,  the  Com- 
mons and  many  temporal  Lords  began  to  hid  Battle  to 
the  Clergy's  Temporalities  \  faying,  *  That  they  were' 

*  grown  to  i hat  Excels  of  Pride,  that  it  would  be  a 

*  Work  of  Piety  and  Charity  to  clip  their  Wings  and 

*  reduce  them  to  an  Humility  fuitable  to  their  Profef- 

*  fion.*  The  Clergy  at  this  weie  not  a  little  alarmed, 
and,  to  prevent  the  worlr,  made  a  voluntary  Grant  of 
a  Tenth,  by  which  the  Diipute  ceaied  {d)t  Thus  far 
our  noble  Hiftorian,  but  J.  Stowe  tells  us  another  Story, 
He  writes,  that  the  Knights  and  Commons  were  fo  lure 
of  carrying  their  Point  againft  the  Clergy,  that  they 

were 


tt  Comtnitattt  Comhatum 
<&c       Ret.  Pari.  $ 


(i)  Manerandvm  quod  Dfmtnit  Magnatct, 
Cvitatum,  tt  Burger tm  tar.ctjfcrunt  Domino  Rtgit 
R.  i.  N.  io. 

{e .1  k'nyzlrca  fays,  That  the  King,  Conferfu  Partiametttit  in  Aid  of  tti» 

"Eipe&iuih,  ii-vf  f.rtv  Thou  I  and  Marks.    Cot.  2676, 
i d)  Tit  Lift  of  Kkhaid  it.    By  a  *f$»«tityt 


* 
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were  for  dividing  the  Temporalities  of  all  the  rich  Abbies  k.  Richard  n 
amongft  them.  Walfingham  fays,  That  he  bimfelf 
heard  one  of  the  Knights  fwear  deeply,  that  he  would 
have  a  thou&nd  Marks  a  Year  out  of  the  Momftery  of 
St  Albans.  And,  adds  he,  the  King,  upon  hearing  the 
inordinate  Demands  of  one  Side,  and  the  jult  Defence 
of  the  other,  threw  out  the  Bill  i  faying,  That  he 
was  refolved  to  leave  the  Church  in  as  good  an  Eftate,, 
or  better,  than  he  found  it.  After  this,  the  Clergy 
made  a  free  Gift  of  a  Tenth  to  his  Majefty,  for  which, 
he  laid,  He  was  more  obliged  to  them  than  for  any 
Thing  given  by  Compulfion  (/). 

In  the  laft  Expedition  into  Scotland  the  King  had  creat- 
ed fome  new  Dignities,  which  according  to  the  Cuftom 
of  thofc  Times  were  ufed  to  be  confirmed  in  Parliament* 
Edmund  Earl  of  Cambridge,  the  King's  Uncle,  was 
confirmed  Duke  of  Tork ;  and  had  a  Penfion  of  1000/. 
a  Year  afligned  him  and  his  Heirs  Male  out  of  the  Ex- 
chequer  to  fupport  his  Dignity  j  until  the  King  coutd  ^SJr 
fettle  Lands  upon  him  of  like  Value.  Thomas  Earl  of 
Buckingham  and  EJJcx  the  King's  other  Uncle,  having 
been  created  Duke  of  Ghcefter,  was  confirmed  in  it; 
and  had  a  like  Penfion  and  Aflignment  made  him  as  his 
eldeft  Brother.  Al fo,  Michael  de  la  Pole,  made  Earl 
of  Suffolk,  hid  fome  lefTer  Grants  paffed  to  him  (J). 
Laftly,  Robert  de  Fere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  the  King's 
Favourite,  was  now,  by  an  unufual  Title  created  Mar- 
quefs  of  Dublin ;  and  was  confirmed  in  that  Title,  to- 
gether with  all  the  Revenues  of  Ireland,  &e.  except 
fome  Royalties  referred  to  the  Crown,  and  paying  five 
Thoufand  Marks  yearly  into  the  Exchequer. 

It  was  now,  alfo,  that  Roger  Mortimer,  Earl  of 
March*  was  declared,  in  Parliament,  prefumptive  Heir 
to  the  Crown ;  in  Cafe,  that  Richard  died  without  Ifiue. 
This  Earl  was  the  Son  of  Philippa,  only  Daughter  to 
G  g  2  Lionel 

(e)  Knygbton  Cot.  2635.    Walfing,  120,   Statutes  CLron.  299.  Sped1* 
Cbron.  600.    Sam.  Daniel  in  Kenntt,  P,  ?.  54. 

(f)  He  had  a  Giant  of  20  /.  •  Year  out  of  the  Farm  of  that 
County,  and  500/.  a  Year  out  of  the  Eftate  of  the  former  Ear  J,  which 
had  eith cited  to  the  King  for  want  of  Heirs,  after  the  Deceafc  of 
the  ^ifi.-n  urtd  Ifabel  Counted  of  Suffolk,  Brady  P.  363.  Tyrrel,  by  Mif- 
taJte  of  a  Cypher,  rrakei  thw  laft  Grant  but  50  T.  With  fevera]  ethet 
Manners  and  LordJbios.   $v  G/tten'i  Abridge  P. 
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II.  Lionel  Duke  of  Clarence,  third  Son  to  Edward  the 
third  (g).  The  fecond,  U'V'mm  of  Hatfield*  dying 
young.  The  Defendants  of  this  Earl  claimed  the 
Crown  after  wards,  under  the  Title  of  the  Houfe  of 
York  i  which  occafioned  much  Miichief  and  Bloodfhed 
throughout  the  whole  Kingdom. 

In  this  Parliament  the  Commons  petitioned  the  King, 

*  That  the  Suite  of  his  Houfehold  might  be  looked  into 
■  and  examined  every  Year,  by  the  Chancellor,  Trea- 

*  fUier  and  Clerk  of  the  Privy-Seal,  and  what  was  a- 
4  m\(s  to  be  mended  at  their  Difcretion.  And,  alfo,  that 

*  the  antient  Statutes  made  concerning  the  Houfehold, 

*  might  be  kept  and  duly  executed  in  all  their  Points/ 
To  the  firtt  Article  of  the  Petition  the  Anfwer  was, 

Tie  King  ulB  order  it  when  be  pleafeth.  To  the  fecond, 
Lc  Rev  lc  istty  or  the  King  conl'enteth- 

The  Commons  de fired  to  know,  Who  Jhould  be  the 
Kings  ch  'uf  Officers  and  Govermrs  of  the  State  of  the 
Kingdom?  The  anfwer  was,  The  King  hath  Officers 
fuffident  atprejhit,  and  wilt  change  them  at  bh  VUafnre. 

It  was  alio,  enacted  in  this  Parliament,  that,  all 
Lords  and  othtr  Perfons  who  have  Lands  on  the  Mar- 
ches beyend  the  River  Tyne*  fhould  live  upon  them  ; 
favirg,  that  the  King  may  fhew  Favour  to  whom  he 
plealeila  in  that  Matter  (/;). 

In  this  Parli  nr.em,  Thomas  Aruniele*  Bifhcp  of  Efy9 
applied  to  the  King,  to  make  Reltiiution  of  the  Tempo- 
ralities to  Henry  Spen/er  Bifliop  of  Norwich,  which  had 
been  feized  into  the  King's  Hands  in  the  laft  Parlia- 
ment. This  was  warmly  oppofed  by  the  new  Earl  of 
S'^eftori^thc  ^uJfi^  ^ord  Chancellor,  who  rofe  up  and  fpoke  to  the 
BiftJ  of  n™-C  Bilhop  of  Ely,  in  this  Manner,  c  What  is  that,  my 
*-ich'» Tempo-  *  Lord,  that  you  aik  of  the  King  ?  Seems  it  to  you  a 
nfttb*  t  fman  Matt£r  for  him  to  part  with  that  Bifliop's  Tem- 
poralities, when  they  yield  to  his  Coffers  above  a 
Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year?  Little  Need  hath  the 
King  ol  lueh  Counsellors^  or  iuch  Friends,  as  advife 

1  him 

(g)F»M4K9a  Cbrtm.  FoJ,  CXLIV.  tfoZ&Vvgftauft  Cbron.  t .  ^<S, 

TtLVtrgiU  Lii.  XX.  P,  411,  Rtpin  Fol.  £d.  P.  46a. 

(b)  The  Staple  at  WuoJ  vi  hie b  vvai  at  Calais  was,  aifo,  metered  to  be 
kept  in  EngLinJ  in  ftich  Place  a*  the  Kinj;  ajtd  hxi  Cuuacii  fLould  thuik 

meet.    CtffM  310. 
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*  him  to  Acts  fo  greatly  to  his  Di  fad  vantage.'  Tor 
which  the  BHhop  of  Ely  fmartly  replied,  *  What  fays 

*  your  Lordfliip,  my  Lord  Michael  f  Know,  that  I 

*  alk  not  from  the  King  what  is  his  own,  but  that 

*  which  he,  drawn  thereunto  by  you,  or  fuch  as  you. 

*  are,  withholds  from  other  Men,  u|K>n  none  of  the 

*  jutted  Titles,  and  which,  as  I  think,  will  never  do 

*  him  any  good.    As  for  yourfelf,  if  the  King's  Ad- 

*  vantage  be  the  Thing  you  drive  at?  why  did  you  fo 
c  greedily  accept  of  a  Thoufand  Marks  a  Year,  at  the 

*  Time  he  created  you  Earl  of  Suffolk  ?*  The  Chan- 
cellor, adds  our  Authority,  was  hit  fo  Home,  by  this 
round  Retort,  that  he  offered  no  further  to  crofs  the 
Reftitution  of  the  Bimop's Temporalities  (/).  But,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  SubMdy  granted  by  the  Clergy  this 
Parliament,  which  put  the  King  into  a  good  Humour, 
this  Affair  would  not  have  been  pafs'd  over  fo  eafily. 

The  Duke  of  Lamajier^  Expedition  into  Spain  now 
took  Place,  and  he  embarked  with  a  very  great  Army, 
for  the  reducing  the  Kingdom  of  Cajiile  and  Lion  to  his 
Obedience.  But,  tho'  he  gained  lbme  great  Advan- 
tages, at  firft ;  yet  in  the  End,  his  Army  being  very 
much  diminished  by  Sicknefs  and  Mortality,  he  thought 
proper  to  clap  un  a  Peace,  by  renouncing  all  his  Pre- 
tentions to  that  Kingdom,  for  a  large  Sum  of  Money* 
and  a  yearly  Annuity,  to  be  paid  him  by  John,  the  Son 
of  Henry  the  Baftard,  the  prefent  PofTeilor. 

During  this  Expedition  abroad,  Affairs  at  Home  were 
in  a  ticklifli  Situation.  The  French  King  had  not  laid 
afide  his  intended  Invafion  of  England  \  but,  «n  the  con- 
trary, had  made  greater  Preparations  for  it  than  ever  (k). 
In  order  to  Item  this  Tide,  and  prepare  to  (land  the 
Shock,  the  Lord  Chancelor  U  la  Pole  fent  for  great 
part  of  the  Militia  of  the  whole  Kingdom  up  xoLm* 
4on  where  they  were  quartered  in  the  Neighbouring 
G  g  3  Villages 

(1)  Spai'i  Cbron.  P.  600.  £  Lib.^  Mtnaflrrij  de  Ahifa,  tt  ex  Record, 
spud  GuL  Camden,  in  Ytrkjbirt,  Sam  David  in  Krnnct,  p.  254. 

(i)  See  an  Act  aunt  of  this  fecond  Armament,  at  Sltrife,  for  the  Invnfi- 
on,  in  Frvyfart,  dp.  LV1II.  L1X,  LX.  This  Author  writes  that  it  was 
thought  by  Some,  that  ail  this  mighty  Preparation  wai  only  to  fright  the 
Epgtijbt  and  draw  the  Duke  of  Lawyer  back  from  tyj;*. 


jcs,  but,  having  no  Pay,  they  did  as  much  Mif- 
chief  to  the  Inhabitants  as  an  Enemy  {I). 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  Dangers  and  Confufions,  a 
Parliament  was  called,  by  Writs  dated  Augvjl  the  Sth  to 
Anno  Regni  io.  meet  at  Wtfiminfivr^  on  the  firft  of  OftobiT  following. 
i3S6.      And,  tho'  the  Nation  was  fo  much  threatned  from  a- 
ftmi nfler  broad,  yet  we  may  reafonably  Juppofe  it  was  little  re- 
c  min  er.  fmce  ^eK  never  yet  was  a  Time,  in  this  King's 

Reign,  when  Diflentions  between  him  and  his  Parlia- 
ment ran  higher.  It  appears  however,  by  the  Records* 
that  the  Seffion  was  opened,  as  ufual,  by  a  Speech 
from  the  Earl  of  Suffolk^  Lord  Chancellor ;  in  which, 
he  told  the  Houfcs,  '  That  the  principal  Caufe  of  cat- 
■  ling  them  together,  at  that  Time,  was  to  acquaint 

*  them,  that  at  a  Council,  held  at  Oxford^  it  had  been 

*  determined  that  the  King  ihould  pafs  the  Seas,  in 

*  Perfon,  with  an  Army  Royal ;  which  Refolution  the 
1  King  ftill  held,  and  they  were  to  debate  in  what 

*  Manner  and  how  it  was  to  be  done.    He  faid  there 

*  were  four  Caufes  that  moved  the  King  to  this  Ex- 

*  pedition  i  the  firft  was,  that  he  might  at  kfs  Ex- 

*  pence  attack  his  Enemy  abroad,  than  fray  and  defend 

*  them  at  Home.    The  fecond  was  to  take  off  a  Re- 

*  proach  blazed  about,  that  he  durft  not  go  over  in 

*  Perfon.  *  The  next  was  to  gain  his  Right  to  the 

*  Crown  of  France ;   by  which,   he  mould  acquire 

*  both  Renown  and  Honour.    And,  laftly,  fince  the 

*  French  were  daily  threatning  an  Invafion,  he  defired 

*  them  to  confult  about  it,  as  well  as  the  Maintenance 

*  of  the  Laws  and  Prefervation  of  the  Peace-.' 
The  Tryers  of  Petitions  being  appointed,  the  next 

Difference!  be-  Thing  this  Parliament  went  upon  was  the  Impeachment 
1wa  w lhe       °*  of  Suffolk  ;  which,  by  the  Record,  Teems  to 

pj?  Parlia"  have  gone  on  peaceably  enough  :  But,  Henry  Knyghtsn, 
a  Cbtemporary  Hiftorian,  and  one  who  muft  be  credited 
in  thefe  Matters,  has  been  very  particular  in  his  Account 
of  the  Tranladtions  of  this  Parliament,  and  gives  a  dif- 
ferent Relation  of  it.  Mr  Tyrrel,  becaufe  this  Author's 
Story  bears  hard  upon  the  Prerogative,  has  tranflated 

every 


(/)  To  the  Number  of  200,000  Men.  Repin. 
All  the  Towns  within  twenty  Miles  round  Lcndotst  as  well  as  1 
£ity  and  Suburb*^  were  filled  with  armed  Men*     Sam,  Daniel,  25^ 


every  Tittle  of  it ;  and  falls  foul  upon  *Dr  Brady  forK,  Richard  n 
mangling  and  abridging  it. 

To  do  Juftice  to  all,  it  is  very  proper  to  begin  with 
the  cldeft  Hiftorian  (>;) >  who  tells  us,  that  at  the  open-  They  require 
ing  of  the  SeiTion,  the  King  appeared,  in  Perfon,  as  that  the  Lord 
ufual ;  bat  when  he  found  thru  the  Commons  were  re-  be^- 
folved  upon  impeaching  Sir  Michael  de  la  Pole*  Earl  of  mov'd™ 
Suffolk,  and  Lord  Chancellor,  for  divers  Crimes  and 
Mifdeameanors,  his  Majefty  retired,  left  he  might  feern 
to  countenance  their  Proceedings.    The  King  went  to 
Elthamy  where  he  trifled  away  his  Time  :  Hereupon  both 
Houfes,  with  joint  Confent,  thought  proper  to  fend 
this  MefTage  to  him,  '  That  the  Chancellor  and  Trea- 

*  furer  ought  to  he  removed  from  their  Offices,  becaufe 

*  thofe  Men  were  not  for  the  Advantage  of  himfelf  and 

*  Kingdom.  Adding,  that  they  had  Matters  to  treat 
«  of  relating  to  the  Lord  Michael  de  la  Pole,  which 

*  could  not  be  fafely  done  whillt  he  remained  in  the 

*  Office  of  Chancellor*. 

The  King  was  greatly  incenfed  at  this  Menage,  and  thc 
commanded  them,  '  Not  to  make  mention  of  any  ^freJra"^ 
«  fuch  Thing  for  the  future  ;  but  forthwith  proceed  to  court. 

*  the  Bufinefs  for  which  they  were  fummoned,  and 

*  haftcn  to  a  Conclufion  j'  and,  rafhly,  added,  That  he 
would  not  for  them,  or  at  Mr  lnfiance%  remove  the 
meaneji  Scullion  in  his  Kitchen  0). 

What  raifed  the  Refentment  of  the  Commons  more 
againft  the  Chancellor,  was,  that  in  this  Parliament  he» 
in  the  King's  Name,  had  demanded  of  them  four  Fif> 
teenths,  to  be  paid  in  one  Year,  and  as  many  Tenths 
from  the  Clergy  (p).    Alledging,  that  the  King  was  lb 
much  tn  Debt  that  lefs  would  not  difcharge  it  ;  befldes, 
>xpences  of  the  Wars,  his  Houfehold  and  other  Exi- 
gencies.   Without  regarding  this  at  all,  the  Lords  and 
Commons  returned  their  joint  Anfwer  to  the  King,  That  The  Parliament 
hey  neither  could,  nor,  by  any  means,  would  proceed,  in  £g  "^J^ 
any  Bufinefs  of 'Parliament,  or  difpatch  fi  much  as  the  Jeq/l  ^^ttXmza, 
Article  of  it,  Will  the  King  Jhould  come  and  Jhetv  himfelf 

in 


(w)  Henry  Knyghbon,  inter  Decern  Script.  Cot.  *68o. 

(o)  -  diem,  fe  nollt  Pro  ipjii  net  minimum  CarcioneK  de  Coytfm*- 

fua  amovtrt  ah  Ojjich  fuo.  ibid* 

(f)  This  does  not  appear  by  the  Abridgment  of  the  Record. 


RicLud  n.  in  Perfin  amtn%ft  tbtm>  and  remevi  the  [aid  Michael  dc 
la  Pole  from  his  Office, 

To  this  high  Demand,  the  King  returned  for  Anfwer, 

*  That  they  fhould  order  forty  Knights,  of  the  wifeft 

*  and  moft  fubftantial  of  the  Commons,  to  come  to 

*  him  and  declare  the  Opinion  of  all  the  reft.*  But 
this  McfTage  alarmed  them  ftill  more,  every  Man  doubt- 
ing his  own  Safety ;  for  a  private  Rumour  had  reached 
their  Ears,  that  thefe  forty  Members  were  defigned  to 
be  rmiTacred:  For,  adds  our  Authority,  who  perhaps 
may  be  fufpe&ed  of  going  too  far  in  this  Matter,  it  was 
told  them,  and  it  appeared  afterwards  to  be  true,  that 
as  thefe  forty  were  to  go  to  the  King,  a  large  Party  of 
armed  Men  fhould  fet  upon  and  murder  them.  Or 
elfe,  that  being  invited  to  a  Keaft,  fome  armed  Ruffians 
fhould  deftro.y  them.  Or,  yet  another  Way,  that 
they  fhould  be  murthered,  all  in  an  Inftant,  in  their 
Lodgings  in  London.  This  la  ft  bloody  Defign,  he  fayst 
was  fruftrated  by  Richard  dc  Exten,  then  Mayor  of 
Londtrt,  who  re!  u fed  to  give  hisConfem  to  fuch  a  Piece 
of  Villany  ;  by  which  it  was  deferred,  and  this  curfed 
Contrivance  by  Degrees  brought  to  Light.  Therefore 
the  whole  Parliament,  by  common  Confent,  deputed 
the  Lord  Thomas  of  Wcodjlock,  Duke  of  Glocefler^  and 
Thomas  de  Arundel,  BHhop  of  Ely,  to  go  to  the  King, 
ftiil  at  El/ham,  and  that  they  mould,  in  the  Behalf  of 
the  Lords  and  Commons,  humbly  falute  him,  and  deli- 
Ter  the  Senfe  of  both  Houfes  to  him,  to  this  Effect,  (a). 


The  Farliamenb  e 
RemonflTaace  to 
the  King,  * 


Sir] 

TH  E  Prelates,  Lords  and  Commons,  in  Par- 
liament aflembled,  with  moft  humble  Submif- 
flon  recommend  themfelves  to  your  Royal  Dignity; 
wiftiing  you  fuceefsful  in  the  Courfe  of  Honour,  and 
invincible  againft  the  Power  of  your  Enemies ;  toge- 
ther with  the  moft  firm  Band  of  Peace  and  hearty 
Love  towards  your  Subjects,  as  well  for  the  Increase 
of  your  own  Intereft  and  Advantage,  in  refpe<5l  of 
God,  and  the  Salvation  of  your  Soul,  as  for  the  un- 

*  unfpeakdblc 


(f)  Tyrrert >  HjJt.  Vol.  in, 


Richard  II,  M  0  Prrfon  of  ^wff/i/y. 


Of  ENGLAND.  S93 

4  fpenlcable  Comfort  of  all  the  People  you  govern,  on  k,  Ridmd 

*  whofe  Behalf  we  intimate  thefe  Things  unto  you  : 
*  That  we  have  it  fettled  and  confirmed  in  our 

1  ancient  Conftitution,  from  a  laudable  and  approved 
1  Cuftom,  which  none  can  gain  fay,  That  the  King 

*  ought  to  aflemble  the  Lords,  Nobles,  and  Commons 
1  of  the  Kingdom  once  a  Tear,  unto  his  Parliament,  as 
1  the  higheft  Court  of  the  Realm,  in  which  all  Equity 
'  ought  10  mine  bright  without  any  Spot,  clear  as  the 

*  Sun ;  and  wherein  as  well  Poor  as  Rich  may  find  ne- 
4  ver  failing  Shelter  for  their  Refrcfhment,  by  reftoring 
1  Tranquility  and  Peace,  and  removing  all  kind  of  In- 
£  juries ;  where  all  publick  Grievances  or  Errors,  are  to 
1  be  redrefs'd  ;  and  wherein  with  the  moil  prudent  Coun- 

*  cil,  the  State  and  good  Government  of  the  Kingdom 
'  is  to  be  treated  of ;  and  confidering  that  the  King  and 
c  Nation's  Foes  at  home,  and  their  Enemies  abroad 
1  may  be  dilcovered,  and  repulfed,  by  fuch  Means  as 
e  molt  conveniently  and  honourably  may  be  done  j  and 
(  alio  with  wholefome  Deliberation  therein  to  forefee 
1  and  order,  how  the  neceflary  Burthens  of  the  King 

*  and  Kingdom  may  with  moft  Eafe,  the  publick 
;  Wants  confider'd,  be  fupplied  :  They  conceive  alfo, 
1  That  lince  they  are  to  fupport  all  public  Charges  in- 
1  cumbent,  they  mould  have  the  Supervifal  how  and 
:  by  whom  their  Goods  and  Fortunes  are  to  be  expend- 
f  ed :  They  fay  moreover,  that  this  is  their  Privilege 
'  by  ancient  Conftitution,  That  if  the  King  will  wholly 
1  ejirange  him/elf  from  his  Parliament,  {no  Infirmity  or 
;  neceffary  Caufe  difabling  him)  hut  ohfiinately  by  his  un~ 
'  governable  Wi%  Jhall  withdraw  himfelf  and  be  abfint 
1  from  them  the  Jpace  of  Forty  Days,  not  regarding  the 
'  Fixation  of  his  People,  nor  their  grievous  Expemes ; 
;  that  then  from  that  time  it  Jhall  be  lawful  for  all,  and 
1  every  of  them,  without  any  Damage  from  the  King  to 

go  home,  and  return  into  their  own  Countries*  And 
now,  you  for  a  longer  time  have  abfented  yourfelf, 

;  and  for  what  Caufe  they  know  not,  have  refufed  to 

1  come  among  them/ 

To  this  the  King  anfwered  to  this  Effect. 
Now  we  do  plainly  diJcovert  that  iur  People  and  the  The  ^ 

Commons  fwer. 


3  £4  The  Parliamentary  H  i  s  T  on  t 


K.  Rich«4  II.  Commons  intend  to  Reftft)  end  are  endeavouring  to  make 
Jnfurrefiions  againft  us :  And  in  fucb  Cafe  nothing  feems 
better  f  or  us  than  to  call  in  our  Coufin  the  King  of  France ; 
and  from  him  to  afk  Advice  and  Aid,  nay  even  to  fubmit 
curfehes  to  him,  rather  than  to  truckle  to  cur  own  Subjeth. 


nake 


■ 

..ds 
Ld- 


To  which  they  replied. 

Sir, 

The  PirJia-       *  This  Council  is  doc  fafe  for  you,  but  rather  tends 
meat'*  Reply.   <  t0  y0Qr  inevitable  Deftruciion  j   for  the  King 

*  France  is  your  capital  Enemy,  and  the  greater*.  Ad 

*  verfary  to  your  Kingdom  ;  and  if  he  fhould  once  get 

*  footing  on  your  Land,  would  iooner  endeavour  to  de- 

*  fpoil  you  of  itt  to  invade  your  Kingdom,  and  drive 
'  you  from  your  Throne,  than  in  the  kail  to  lend  you 
1  his  affixing  Hand,  if  at  any  time  (which  God  forbid) 

*  you  fhould  ftand  in  need  thereof ;  rather  therefore  re- 

*  call  to  your  Memory,  how  your  noble  Grandfather* 
f  King  Edward  the  third,  and  in  like  manner  your  Fa- 

*  ther,  a  Priuce  of  the  fame  Name  and  Renown,  with 

*  great  Labour  and  Hazards,  during  their  whole  Lives,  , 

*  indefatigably  contended  for  the  Conqueft  of  that 

*  Kingdom,  which  by  Hereditary  Right  appertained  to 

*  them,  and  after  them  to  you  by  Suecelfion;  You 

*  may  alfo  be  pleafed  to  call  to  mind,  how  many  of 
■  the  Nobles,  what  innumerable  Troops  of  the  Com- 

*  mons  of  England,  loft  their  Lives  in  that  Quarrel  • 

*  Remember  alfo  the  ineftimable  Treafures  the  People 

*  of  England  freely  parted  with,  for  the  Maintenance 

*  of  that  War. 
*  And  yet,  what  is  more  to  be  lamented,  they  have 

*  in  your  time  fuftained  fo  many  Taxes  for  the  Support 

*  of  your  Wars;  as  that  now  they  are  reduced  to  fuch 
e  incredible  Poverty,  that  they  can  neither  pay  their 

*  Rents  for  their  Livings,  nor  affift  the  King,  nor  afford 

*  themfelves  even  the  Neceffaries  of  Life:  Thus  the 

*  Royal  Power  is  impoveriuYd,  and  an  unhappy  Con- 
«  dkion  brought  upon  all  the  great  Men  and  Nobles  of 
'  the  Kingdom,  who,  as  well  as  the  Commons,  are 

*  weakened  and  undone  ;  for  a  King  cannot  be  Poor 

*  that  has  a  Rich  People,  nor  that  King  be  Rich,  whofe 

*  Subjects  are  Eeggars :  Nor  do  thefe  Ills  redound  alone 


*  to  you  the  King,  but  to  all  the  Nobility  and  great  k.,  Richard  it, 

*  Men,  every  one  in  his  Rank  and  Degree.  All  this 
'  is  brought  to  pafs  by  your  evil  Minifters,  who  have 

*  ill  governed  both  King  and  kingdom  to  this  Day; 

*  and  unlefs  we  do  quickly  fet  to  our  helping  Hands, 

*  the  Kingdom  will,  in  left  time  than  we  think  of,  be 

*  miferably  fubverted. 
'  But  there  is  yet  one  Part  more  of  our  Meflage  re* 

*  maining,  on  the  Behalf  of  your  People,  to  be  im- 

*  parted  to  you,  "that  we  have  an  ancient  Conflitution, 

*  and  it  was  not  many  Ages  fince  experimented,  (it 

*  grieves  us  that  we  muft  mention  it)  that  if  the  Kingy 
<  through  any  evil  Council,  or  weak  Obftinacy  or  Contempt 

*  of  his  People,  or  out  of  a  perverfe  and  fro  ward  W'lfuL 
€  nefs,  or  by  any  other  irregular  CourJest  Jh.iU  alienate 
c  himfelf  from  his  People,  and  refufe  to  govern  by  the 
c  Laws  and  Statutes  of  the  Realm,  according  to  the  laud- 

*  able  Ordinances ,  and  their  faithful  Advice;  but  wit! 

*  throw  bimfelf  headlong  into  wild  Deftgns,  and  flubbornly 

*  exercife  his  own  ftngular  arbitrary  )Vtll ;  that  from  that 

*  time%  it  /hall  be  Lawful  for  his  People,  by  their  full  and 

*  free  Affent  and  Conjent,  to  depofe  that  King  from  his 

*  Throne,  and  in  his  fiead  to  eflabiijh  fime  other  of  the 

*  Royal  Race  upon  the  fame :  Therefore,  that  inch  a 

*  grievous  and  unhappy  Diflention  may  never  fpring  up 

*  amongft  your  People ;  that  they  may  never,  thro* 

*  fuch  lamentable  Divifions,  pleating  only  to  your  Ene- 

*  mies,  be  by  your  evil  Councilors  fubverted  ;  and 

*  that  this  Kingdom  fo  honourable,  and  from  your  Fa- 

*  ther's  Days  hitherto  moft  famous  in  War,  may  not 

*  now  in  your  Time,  thro'  the  Diftraclions  of  evil 

*  Government,  be  miferably  laid  wafte  ;  and  that  the 

*  Title  of  thofe  Miferies  may  never  be  fixed  as  a  fcanda- 

*  lous  Mark  upon  your  Reign;  recall,  we  bef'cech  you, 
'  your  Royal  Mind  from  fuch  foolifh  and  pernicious 

*  Councils ;  and  whofoever  they  are  that  fuggeft  fuch 

*  Matters 'to  you,  do  not  only  refufe  to  hearken  to 

*  them,  but  totally  remove  them  from  your  Prefente ; 

*  for  in  a  time  of  Danger  it  will  be  found,  that  they 

*  can  no  ways  prove  effectual  to  ferve  you,  when  you 

*  ftand  moil  in  need  of  them. 

By 


Richard  I 
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r-s  our  Author, 
Kin^  was  brought  to  better  Temper,  and  laying  afide 
bis  Paffion,  he  promifed  that  after  three  Days  he  would 
come  to  the  Parliament,  and  with  mature  Advice, 
willingly  acquietce  in  their  Petitions,   Accordingly*  the 
King  came  at  the  Time  appointed  ;  and,  very  ioon 
after,  Thomas  Arundele  Bifliop  of  Ely,   by  the  Ad- 
which  occafiofB  vice  and  Confent  of  Parliament,  was  made  Chancellor 
ITS* $355? in  lhc  Roora  °l  Michael  de  la  Pole,  Ear!  of  Suffolk  ; 
w   c        *  John  Gilbert,  Biihop  of  Hereford*  was  made  Trealurer, 
jnftead  of  John  de  Fordbam,  Biftiop  of  Durham  j  and 
Jabn  de  Walthatn^  Keeper  of  the  Privy-Seal. 

The  Speech,  above  mentioned,  is  fo  extraordinary 
in  its  kind,  that  Dr  Brady  Juppofes  the  old  Canon  of 
Leitefter  was  the  Author  of  it  j  as,  indeed,  adds 
he,  moft  Hiftorians  are  of  the  Speeches  and  Orations 
found  in  them  ;  for  that  it  was  in  iuch  Language  as  no 
Subjects  ever  us'd  towards  their  Sovereign.  Mr  Tyrre' 
objecls  to  thi?,  that  the  Hiftorian  here  quoted  is 
feldom  guilty  of  making  fct  Speeches,  however  it 
be  laid  of  other  Writers ;  and  leaves  it  to  the  Reader 
Judgment,  whether  this.  Author,  who  was  alive  at  this 
very  Time,  and  wrote  his  Hiftory  in  the  Reign  of  the 
fucceeding  King,  durft  prefume  to  forge  a  Speech  of  f 
dangerous  a  Confequence,  when  the  fame  Bilhop,  trar 
Remarks  cn  this  flated  to  the  See  of  Canterbury,  was  then  in  Being,  and 
n  could  earn"  y  .  have  contradicled  fo  notorious  a  Piece  oi 

Forgery.    To  fpeak  impartially  on  this  Matter  i  Mr 
Tyrrel  has  fomewhat  overfhot  htmfelf  in  mentioning  th( 
Bifliop  and  Hiftorian  as  Cotemporaries  ;  becaufe  it  ma) 
then  with  greater  Probability  be  imagined  the  Bifhop  gav 
the  latter  the  Speech,  or  the  Subftance  of  it  to  infert  in 
his  Hiftory  ;  fince,  as  he  ky9»  Knygbton  wrote  in  tl 
iucceeding  Reign,  after  the  fame  Principles,  laid  dowr 
m  this  Speech,  had  brought  about  a  Revolution,  in-  whic 
fifp^h"Me  f  this  Thomas  Arundele,  then  Archbifhopof  Canterbury 
Suffolk*  and  °  wa3  one  °f  tne  cme^ Movers.    Bcfides,  it  is  certair 
j^rd  Chancellor  that  our  Parliamentary  Records  are  entirely  filent,  as 
'impeach'd.      tne  Meflagea  and  Speeches  which  Knygbton  hath  given 
as  well  as  all  other  Hiftorians,  who  do  not  quote  fror 
that  Author. 

After  the  Removal  of  Michael  de  la  Pole  from  the 

Chan-* 
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Chanceltorfhip,  he  was  impeached  by  the  Commons  k.  Richird  1 1. 

of  feveral  High  Crimes  and  Mifdeameanours ;  the  Ar- 
ticles agatnft  him  are  upon  the  Record  (r),  as  alfo  in 
KnfgfooA  (j*) ;  and  we  think  that  an  Affair,  purely  Par- 
liamentary, will  not  be  thought  too  prolix  for  this 
Hiftory  (f). 
i 

Iht  Impeachment  or  Articles  exhibited  by  the  Commons  in 
full  Parliament  againfi  Michael  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of 
Suffolk,  late  Chancellor  ^England. 

*  L  ry>  HAT  the  laid  Earl  being  Chancellor,  and  rbt  Articles  t- 

J_   *  fworn  to  a6t  for  the  juft  Profit  of  the  King,  sainft  him, 

*  hath  purchafed  of  our  Lord  the  King,  Lands,  Tene- 
c  menrs,  and  Rents  to  a  great  Value,  as  appears  by 

*  the  Record*  Rolls  of  the  Chancery:  And  again  ft  his 

*  Oath,  not  regarding  the  great  Ncceffity  of  the  King 

*  and  Realm,  being  Chancellor  at  the  Time  of  fuch 
c  Purchafe  made,  did  caufe  the  faid  Lands  and  Tene- 

*  men  is  to  be  extended  at  a  much  fmaller  Value  than 

*  really  they  were  worth  by  the  Year,  and  thereby  de- 
■  ceiv'd  the  King.' 

And  for  that  he  purchafid  the  faid  Lands  when  be  was 
Chancellor ,  againfi  his  Oath9  the  King  Jhall  have  the  faid 
Lands  again  intirelyy  and  the  faid  Earl  jhall  make  Pint 
and  Ranfim  to  the  King,  with  all  Profits  received  fmce 
the  Purthafe. 

■  II.  Whereas  nine  Lords  were  afligned  by  the  laft 

*  Parliament,  to  view  and  examine  the  State  of  the 

*  King  and  Realm,  and  to  deliver  their  Advice  how 

*  the  fame  might  be  improved,  amended,  and  put  into 

*  better  Order  and  Governance,  and  thereupon  fuch 

*  Examination  to  be  delivered  to  the  King  as  well  by 

*  Word  of  Mouth,  as  in   Writing  j  the  faid  late 

*  Chancellor  did  fay  in  full  Parliament,  That  the  faid 

*  Advice  and  Ordinance  fhould  be  put  in  due  Execu- 

*  tion  ;  which  yet  was  not  done,  and  that  by  the  De- 

*  fault  of  him  who  was  the  principal  Officer.* 
To  this  Jrtitle,  and  the  Third*  and  the  Swenth,  the 

faid 

(r)  Rut.  Pari,  la.  R.  2.  jVb,  1,6. 
(j)  Oil.  1684. 

ft)  Lft  -/Richard  lh  bj  a  iV/0n  of  £>wiUtjt 
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K,  Rjchird  II.  faid  Earl  Jbatl  anfuer,  if  be  have  any  Thing  to  jay  a- 
gainfl  the  fame  in  f pedal, 

*  III.  Whereas  a  Tax  was  granted  by  the  Cora- 

*  mons  in  the  laft  Parliament,  to  be  laid  out  in  a  cer- 

*  tain  Form  demanded  by  the  Commons,  and  aflented 

*  to  by  the  King  and  Lords,  and  not  oiherwife  ;  yet 

*  the  Monies  thence  arifing,  were  expended  in  another 
1  Manner ;  fo  that  the  Sea  was  not  guarded  as  it  was 

*  ordered  to  have  been ;  whence  many  Mifchiefe  al- 

*  ready  have  happen'd,  and  more  are  like  to  enfue  to 

*  the  Realm  :  And  all  this  by  the  Default  of  the  laid 

*  late  Chancellor. 

*  IV.  Whereas  the  Tideman  of  Limber gb,  having 

*  to  htm  and  his  Heirs  of  the  Gift  of  the  King's  Grand- 

*  father  50  /.  per  Annum ,  out  of  the  Cuftoms  of  King* 

*  fim  upon  Hully  which  the  fa  id  Tideman  forfeited  to 

*  the  King;  and  whereas  the  Payment  of  the  faid  50/. 

*  per  Annum,  was  discontinued  for  five  and  Thirty 

*  Years  and  upwards :  The  faid  Chancellor,  knowing 

*  the  Premifies,  purchafed  to  him  and  his  Heirs  of  the 
4  faid  Tideman,  the  faid  50/.  per  Annum,  and  pre- 

*  vailed  with  the  King  to  confirm  the  faid  Purchafe, 

*  whereas  the  King  ought  to  have  had  tbe  whole 

*  Profit. 

%  For  ibis  Purpofe  the  faid  Earl  was  adjudged  to  Fine 
and  Ranjbm,  ana  tbe  faid  50  I.  to  go  to  the  King  and 
his  Heirt,  with  the  Manner  of  Flaxflete,  and  ten 
Maris  of  Rent  which  were  exchanged*  &c.  with  the 

*  V.  Whereas  the  High  Matter  of  St  Anthony  is  a 

*  Schfmatick)  and  for  that  Caufe  the  King  ought  to 

*  have  the  Profits  which  appertain  to  him  in  England ; 

*  the  faid  late  Chancellor  who  ought  to  advance  and 

*  procure  the  Profit  of  the  King,  took  to  Farm  the 

*  faid  Profits  of  the  King  at  twenty  Marks  per  Annum, 

*  and  fo  got  to  his  own  ufe  above  a  Thoufand  Marks. 

*  And  afterwards  when  the  faid  Mailer  in  England 

*  which  now  is,  ought  to  have  had  the  Poflellion  and 

*  Livery  of  the  feid  Profits,  he  could  not  obtain  the 

*  fame,  till  he  and  two  Perlons  with  him  became  bound 

*  by  Reccg: usance  in  Chancery,  of  3000  /.  to  pay 

yearly 
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*  yearly  to  the  faid  Chancellor,  and  his  Son  John,  Kt  RirfunJ  li. 

*  ioo /.  for  the  Term  of  their  two  Lives.'  * 
For  this  it  was  adjudged^  That  the  King  MI  have  all 

the  Profits  belonging  to  the  /aid  St  Anthony';,  at  the 
Time  of  the  Pttrchafe  j  and  that  for  the  Recognizance  fi 
made^  the  faid  Earl  Jball  be  awarded  to  Ptifon)  and 
fined)  and  ranfonfd  at  the  Pleafure  $  the  King. 

*  VI.  That  in  the  Time  of  the  late  Chancellor  there 

*  were  granted  and  made  divers  Charters  and  Patents 

*  of  Pardon  for  Murders,  Treafons,  Felonies,  &c.  a- 
'  gainft  the  Laws  ;  and  before  the  Commencement  of 
1  this  prefent  Parliament,  there  was  made  and  fealed  a 

*  Charter  of  certain  Franchifes  granted  to  the  Caftle  of 
'  Dover  in  Difinherifon  of  the  Crown,  and  to  theSub- 

*  verfion  of  the  Pleas  and  Coui  ts  of  the  King,  and  of 

*  his  Laws/ 
T he  King  awards  that  tbofe  Charters  be  repealed, 
'  VII.  Whereas  by  an  Ordinance  made  in  the  laft 

*  Parliament,  that  ten  Thoafand  Marks  mould  be  rai- 
'  fed  for  the  Relief  of  the  City  of  Ghent }  by  the  De- 

*  fault  of  the  faid  late  Chancellor,  the  faid  City  of 

*  Ghent  was  loft,  and  alfo  a  Thoufand  Marks  of  the 

*  faid  Money.* 
Upon  all  which  Ar ticks  the  Commons  demand  the  Judg* 

merit  of  Parliament. 

Knyghton  fays  that  the  Sum  of  the  Earl's  Anfwers 
to  thefe  Articles,  were  either  by  denying  iome  of  them, 
or  confefling  and  excufing  others  j  and  that  for  all 
theJe  Offences,  the  faid  Earl  was  not  only  difcharged 
from  his  Office  of  Chancellor,  but  being  arretted,  was  The  Earl  cwn- 
committed  to  the  Cuftody  of  the  Conftable,  and  after  nutted Prifoaer. 
the  Parliament  was  up,  he  was  fent  clofe  Prifoner 
to  Windfir-Cajlle ;  but  was  foon  after  difcharged  by  the 
King. 

Thomas  Walfmgham*  another  Hiftorian  of  good  Au- 
thority, and  co -temporary  with  Knyghton^  relates,  that 
all  thefe  Articles  were  fo  fully  proved,  that  the  Earl 
could  not  deny  them.  Infomuch,  that  when  he  ftood 
upon  his  Defence,  and  had  nothing  to  fav  for  himfelf, 
the  King,  bluflung  for  him,  fliook  his  Head  and  faid, 

/las, 
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K.  Richard  D»  Michael,  fit  what  thou  haft  done.  Fur- 

ther, when  the  Kin£  defired  a  Supply,  the  fame  Au- 
thor tells  us  that  the  Commons  anfwered,  *  He  did  not 

*  need  any  Tallage  on  his  Subjects,  when  he  might  fo 

*  eaiily  fnrniih  bimfelf  with  a  Sum  of  Money  from 

*  him  who  was  his  juft  Debtor  f/). 
Knyghton*  who  is  more  particular  in  giving  the  Af- 
fairs of  this  Parliament,  than  of  any  other  throughout 
his  whole  Hiftory,  goes  on  and  tells  us,  That  by  the 
Corruption  of  the  King's  Officers,  the  public  Revenue 
was  vainly  consumed  j  the  King  infufferably  defrauded 
and  abufed  j  the  Common  People  of  the  Realm,  by 
continued  and  grievous  Burdens  miferably  impoverUhcd  j 
the  Rents  and  Profits  of  the  Nobles  and  Great  Men 
much  impaired  i  and  their  poor  Tenants  in  many  Places 
forced  to  abandon  their  Hufb.indry,  and  leave  their 
Farms  empty  and  defolate.  And,  all  this  Time  it  was 
plain  that,  by  theie  Means,  the  King's  Officers  became 
unmeafurably  rich. 

The  Parliament  obferving  all  this,  in  order  to  reme- 
dy the  Evil,  they  tbefi  eleven  lords,  to  whom  the 
King,  by  Commdfioo  {u)  under  the  BroadSeal,  gran- 
ted Leave  and  Power  to  enquire  into,  treat  of,  and 
determine  all  Affairs,  Caufes  and  Complaints  arifing 
fince  the  Death  of  King  Edward  HI.  to  that  prefent 
Time;  as  a!fo  of  the  King's  Expences,  and  his  Mint- 
iters,  and  all  other  Matters  happening  within  the  limi- 
ted Time.  The  Lords,  fo  choien,  were  fworo*  ou 
the  Holy  EvangtHfls^  to  well  and  truly  regulate  all  Bur- 
dens, and  other  Affairs  incumbent  on  the  King  and 
Kingdom  ;  and  to  do  Juftice  to  every  one. 

\  The 

(t)  Sub  hoc  Anno. 

(*)  Ret.  Pari.  to.  R>  II.  Pan  t.  M.  7.    This  ComrnuTion,  in  Frcr.cb, 
la,  alfo,  printed,  at  large,  in  //.  Knygbton,  CoL  26S6,  6Tr. 

The  Preamble  to  this  Commiftion,  which  is  very  long,  runs  thus, 
f  Know  ye,  that  for  the  Reverence  of  Cod,  and  tonourifh  Peace, 

*  Unity  and  good  Accord,  in  ail  Parties  within  the  Realm  of  EngJurJ, 
'  and  efpecially  for  the  good  Profit  arid  Eafe  of  our  People,  and  good 

*  Government  of  our  fame  Realm  of  England,  which  we  chiefly  define, 

*  with  the  Aflent  cf  out  Lords  and  Commons  sflcmbled  in  Parliament 

*  at  Wcftininfitr  the  rirft  Day  of  Q&oier  laft  pair,  we  have  caufed  to  be 

*  made  a  Statute,  as  well  for  the  Amendment  of  the  faid  Governance, 
4  as  for  the  com  mon  Profit  of  the  faid  Realm  in  the  Form  following.' 

Sec  SuutM  at  large,  Haw  e  iwa't  Edit.   10  AMI-  A,  1 386,  P.  347. 


Eleven  Lords, 
choien  by  Par- 
liament, appoin- 
ted to  regulate 
the  Affairs  of 
the  Kingdom, 
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The  King,  likewife,  took  an  Oath  to  ftand  to  their k,  Rjcfiard  it. 
Appointment,  to  encourage  them  in  their  Aftings,  and 
not  to  revoke  any  Article  of  their  Power,  but  to  confirm,  The  King  takes 
as  good  and  liable,  what  foe  ver  the  faid  Counfellors a[l  0ath  to  «ti- 
fhould  do  or  order,  during  that  Time  j  and  that  any  Cix^^^T 
of  them,  with  the  three  Chief  Officers  of  the  King,  1 
ihould  at  any  Time  make  a  Quorum. 

Laftly,  it  was  enacted,  that  if  any  Man  fhould  ad- 
vife  the  King  to  make  any  Revocation  of  their  Power, 
tho*  the  King  mould  not  do  it,  yet  if  it  was  but  pro- 
bable he  gave  fuch  evil  Counfel,  he  fhould  for  the  fame 
forfeit  all  his  Lands  and  Goods  ;  and  if  he  attempted 
it  a  fecond  Time  he  fliould  be  drawn  and  hanged  as  a 
public  Traitor  to  the  King  and  Kingdom  (0). 

But  the  Authority  of  Parliament,  alone,  being  not 
judged  fuffictent  to  fecure  this  great  Change  in  the  Go- 
vernment, the  King  was  further  prevailed  on  to  grant  his 
Letters  Patents,  on  which,  afterwards,  a  Statute  was  made 
in  order  to  render  it  as  irrevocable  as  poflible.  Which 
Letters  Patents  muft  find  a  Place  in  thefe  Enquiries, 
fince,  tho1  not  ftriclly  Parliamentary,  yet  they  were  the 
Occafion  of  the  Perfons  concerned  in  the  Commifliont 
being  afterwards  brought  to  a  very  fevere  Trial  in  Par- 
liament, Thus  they  (land  tranflated  from  the  French* 

T\  Ichard,  King,  &c.  To  all  tbofe  to  whom  thefe  Let- AnA  piritt  hh 
ten  jhall  tome  to  be  feen  or  heard.  Greeting.  We  be-  Letters  Patents 
ingduly  confeious  of  the  grievous  Complaints  of  the  Lords  jj£°onffiraiati("1 
and  Commons  of  our  Realm  in  this  prefent  Parliament  of-  " 
fembled,  That  our  Profits  and  Rents,  and  the  Revenues 
of  our  Realm,  by  private  and  inefficient  Council,  and  the 
ill  Governance  as  well  of  certain  of  our  late  Great  Officers, 
as  of  divers  other  People  being  near  our  Per/on,  are  fi 
much  confumed,  wafled,  embeziled,  given  away,  granted, 
and  aliened,  dejtroyed,   and  evilly  difyofed  of  and  ex~ 
fended:  That  we  are  fo  much  impovenjhed  and  ftrip^d 
6f  Treafure  and  Means,  and  the  Sub/lance  of  our  Crown 
fo  diminijhed  and  deftrvyed,  that  we  are  neither  able  to 
fujlain  honourably,  as  ttW  ought,  the  State  of  our  Houftiold, 
nor  maintain  and  manage  tbofe  Wars  wherewith  our 


Vol.  I. 


Hh 


Realm 


(o)  TraHut  pfr  Civlratem,  tanquam  Traditdr  fubtktu  Regit  <r  Rcgfii, 
ftfpcndctur,   Knyghtoa,  Cvi,  zOiO, 
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K.Hkhirdii*  PUalm  is  environ'd,  without  great  and  outragious  Op* 
prejftons  and  Charges  en  cur  People,  greater  than  they  can 
bear :  And  alfi  that  the  good  Laws,  Statutes  and  Cuf- 
toms  of  our  faid  Realm,  to  which  we  are  bound  by  Oath, 
and  ooliged  to  maintain,  are  not*  nor  have  been  duly  oh* 
ferved  and  executed,  nor  full  Juftice  or  Right  done  to 
our  faid  People :  But  matty  Difinherifons  ana  other  mofl 
great  Mifchiefs  and  Damages  have  happened,  as  well  U 
us,  as  to  our  People  and  whole  Realm. 

Now  we,  for  the  Honour  of  God,  and  for  the  Good  of 
us  and  our  Realm,  and  for  the  Quiet  and  Relief  of  our 
People,  willing  againfi  the  faid  Mifchiefs  to  eftablijb  a 
good  and  meet  Remedy,  as  we  have  already  of  our  free 
Will,  at  the  Requefl  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  ordained 
and  affigned  fucb  Perfins  fir  our  great  Officers ,  that  is 
to  fay,  our  Chancellor,  Treafurer,  and  Keeper  of  our  Pri- 
vy Seal,  as  we  ejleem  good,  faithful,  and  fufficient,  for 
the  Honour  and  Profit  of  us  and  our  Realm  :  So  alfi  of 
our  real  Authority,  certain  Knowledge,  good  Pleafure,  and 
free  IVill ;  and  by  the  Advice  and  AJfint  of  the  Prelates, 
Lords  and  Commons  in  full  Parliament,  in  Aid  of  the 
good  Governance  of  our  Realm,  and  the  well  and  due 
Execution  of  our  Laws,  and  for  the  Relief  in  Time  of 
that  mijerable  Condition  under  which  both  we  and  our 
Subjects  have  long  laboured,  having  full  Confidence  in  the 
good  Advice ;  Senfe,  and  Discretion  of  the  mofl  honourable 
Fathers  in  God,  William  Jrchbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and 
"Alexander  Atehbijhop  c/*Yoik  ;  Qurmojl  dear  Uncles,  Ed- 
munri,  Duke  of  York,  and  Thomas  Duke  of  Glocefter ; 
the  honourable  Fathers  in  God,  Willhnv  Bifoop  Win- 
chefter,  Thomas  Bijhop  of  Exeter,  and  Nicholas  Abbot 
ef  Waltham  j  our  beloved  and  faithful  Richard  Earl  of 
Arundel,  John  Lord  Cobham,  Richard  le  Scroop,  and 
John  Devereux,  Have  ordained*  affigned  and  deputed, 
and  do  ordain,  afftgn  and  depute  them  to  be  of  our  Great 
and  continual  Council,  for  one  whole  Year  next  after  the 
Date  hereof  to  furvey  and  examine*  together  with  our 
faid  great  Officers,  as  well  the  Eftate,  Condition,  and 
Government  of  our  whole  Realm,  and  of  all  our  Officers 
and  Miniflers  of  whatever  Eftate*  Degree,  or  Condition 
thy  be,  within  our  Hovfhola  or  without  \  and  to  inquire 
Jnd  take  I 'formation  by  all  Juch  fPays  as  they  Jball  think 

mtet% 
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meet,  of  all  Rents,  Revenues,  and  Profits  belonging  U  us,  k«  Ridurd 
or  which  are  due  and  ought  to  appertain  to  us,  either 
within  the  Realm  or  without :  And  of  all  Gifts,  Grants t 
Alienations,  and  Confirmations  by  us  made,  of  any  Lands* 
Tenements,  Rents,  Annuities ,  Profits,  Revenues*  Wards, 
Marriages  1  Efeheats,  Forfeitures,  Franchifes,  Liberties ; 
Voidancesof  ArchbiJhepricJts,  Bijhopricks,  Abbeys,  Priories, 
Farms  of  Houfes,  PoJJeJftons  of  Aliens*  &c.    And  alfo  of 
all  Revenues  and  Profits,  as  well  of  our  fa:d  Realm,  as  of 
6ur  Lands,  Urdjhips,  Cities,  Villages,  and  other  Poffejft- 
ons  beyond  the  Sea  ;  and  of  the  Benefices  and  Pofjeffions* 
and  other  Revenues  of  all  that  are  in  Rebellion  againft 
the  Pope ;  And  of  the  carrying  Monks  out  of  the  Realm 
by  the  Collectors  of  the  Pope,  or  the  Procurators  of  Car- 
dinals, Lombards,  or  other  Per  feus :  And  likewife  of  the 
Profits  of  our  Cull  cms*  and  all  Sub/idle  s  granted  to  us  by 
the  Clergy  end  Laity,  fince  the  Day  of  our  Coronation* 
to  that  Time :  And  of  all  Fees,  Wages,  and  Rewards  of 
eur  Officers  and  Minijlers  great  and  fmall,  and  ^An- 
nuities and  other  Rewards  granted ;  and  Gifts  made  to 
any  Per  fens  m  Fee  or  for  Term  of  Life,  or  in  any  other 
Manner :  And  of  Lands,  Tenements^  Rents,  Revenues 
and  Forfeitures,  bargained  or  fold  to  the  Prejudice  and 
Damage  of  our  Crown  :  And  alfo  touching  the  Jewels 
and  Goods  which  were  our  Grandfather's  at  the  lime  of 
his  Death,  and  of  Charters  and  General  Pardons ;  and 
how  general  Payments  have  been  levied  and  expended ; 
how  Garrilbns  and  Forts  have  been  maintained :  And  of 
all  Defaults  and  Mifprifions  as  well  in  our  Houjhold,  as 
in  our  Courts,  and  all  other  Places  of  our  Realm :  And 
by  what  Perfons  our  Revenues  and  the  Sub/lance  of  our 
Crown  have  been  withdrawn  or  diminifhed  ;  or  the  Com- 
mon Law  interrupted  or  delayed,  or  any  other  Damage 
that  hath  happened  to  us.    Giving,  and  by  thefe  Prefents 
granting,  of  our  Authority,  and  by  the  Advice  and  Affent 
of  our  /aid  Subjects,  unto  our  [aid  Counfellors,  or  any  fix 
of  themt  and  to  our  great  Officers  aforefaid,  full  Power 
and  Authority,  general  and  jpecial,  to  enter  our  Palace 
and  Houjhold,  and  to  call  before  them  all  our  Officers, 
and  to  command  all  Rolls,  Records,  and  other  Monument^, 
and  Evidences ;  and  all  Defaults,  Wafts  and  Exceffes- 
found  in  our  faid  Houjhold,  and  in  other  Courts  and  Pla*  • 
H  h  i  c  e:  j 
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K.  Richard  ii,  us  i  and  all  Decits,  Extort  tens  j  Oppreffions,  Damages » 
and  Grievances  whatfoever,  that  are  to  the  Prejudice^ 
Damage,  and  Di/lrefs  cf  us  and  our  Crown*  and  the 
Bftate  of  our  /aid  Realm  in  general,  ( though  not  herein 
particularly  exprefjed  and  fpecified)  to  amend,  corred9  re- 
pair, redrefS)  reform*  and  put  into  good  and  due  Order 
and  Eftablijhmcnt :  And  alfo  to  hear  and  receive  the  Com- 
plaints of  all  our  Liege  People,  as  well  for  us  as  them- 
felves,  Qgainfl  our  /aid  Officers  and  CounfeUors  :  And  all 
Opprefftons,  Wrongs,  and  Injuries,  which  cannot  fo  well 
he  amended  and  determined  in  the  Courts  of  /^Common 
Law  :  And  10  difeufs  and  finally  determine  all  the  Mat- 
ters aforefaidy  and  full  Execution  thereof  to  award,  as  to 
them  jhaU  feem  moji  meet,  for  the  Honour  and  Profits  of 
us  and  our  EJlate,  and  to  the  Redintegration  of  the  Rights 
and  Profits  of  our  Crown,  and  the  better  Cover  nance  of 
the  Peace  and  Laws  of  our  Kingdom,  and  the  Relief  of 
our  /aid  People.  In  which  Proceedings,  if  Difference  of 
Opinion  happen  amongjl  our  fald  CounfeUors,  the  famejball 
he  concluded  by  Majority  of  Votes :  And  we  command  and 
charge  all  Prelates,  Dukes,  Earls,  Barons,  Sheriffs,  the 
Treafurer,  and  Comptroller  and  all  other  Officers  of  our 
Houjlyold,  fujlices  de  Banco,  and  other  Officers,  Mini- 
jhrs,  and  Liege  Subjecls  whatfoever,  That  to  our  faid 
Ccunfelkrs  and  Officers  in  Manner  afore/aid,  they  be  obe- 
dient, aiding  and  affijling. 

In  Witnefs  whereof,  toV.    Given  under  our  Great 
Seal  the  19  th  Day  of  November, 


It  is  reafonable  to  expect  after  thefe  great  and  extra- 
ed.  u  1  yE"nN  ordinary  ConcefHona  from  the  King,  that  fome  Taxes, 
or  Subhdies,  ihould  be  granted  him  ;  Dr  Brady  has 
wholy  omitted  this  Atfair,  but  Mr  Tyrrel  has  found, 
from  the  Record,  which  is  alfo  in  Knyghon  (a),  that 
this  Parliament  freely  granted  half  a  Tenth  in  Spirituals, 
and  hair  a  Fifteenth  on  all  Temporals.  They  likewife 
gave  him  of  every  Tun  of  Wine  imported  or  exported, 
three  Shillings ;  and  twelve  Pence  on  every  Pound  of 
Mercbandile,  except  of  fuch  flaple  Commodities  as 
WonUells,  fcfV.  And  that  thefe  Subsidies  might  be  well 
and  truly  expended,  the  lame  prudential  Care  was  taken 

*  {a)  hub  in  CoitwTs  Mridymcnt,  P.  317, 


I 
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in  this  as  In  other  Matters,  that  the  Money  mould  be  K.  Richard  rr. 

depofited  in  the  Hands  of  certain  of  the  Nobility  ap. 
pointed  for  that  Purpofe  (b). 

On  the  20ih  Day  of  November  this  Parliament  was 
diflblved  ;  but  the  King's  great  Candour  and  Conde- 
fcention  in  it  was  in  a  great  Meafure  fullied  by  the  fol- 
lowing Memorandum ,  which  is  the  Iaft  Thing  entered 
upon  the  Roll ;  viz.  that  the  King  came  and  made 
Proteftation,  in  full  Parliament,  with  his  own  Mouth,  The  King  «- 
That  for  any  Thing  wtich  was  done  in  that  Parliament^;™ £££ 
be  would  not  any  Prejudice  Jhould  come  to  him*  or  his  hu^Ljiamcnt ; 
Crown  i  but  that  the  Prerogative  and  Liberties  of  it 
Jhould  be  fafe  and  prefer ved  ft). 

It  is  neceilary  here,  in  order  to  keep  u  p  a  proper 
Connection,  to  deviate  a  little  from  our  Parliamentary 
Hiftory,  to  learn  what  Strugles  the  King  made  to  get 
loofe  from  the  Bonds  which  had  been  thus  impofed  up- 
on  him.  In  the  Year  1387,  the  King  and  Queen  made 
a  Progrefs  into  the  Weft  and  Northern  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom.  In  his  Return  from  the  latter,  he  held  a 
Council  at  Nottingham.  The  chief  Perfons  that  this 
Council  confifted  of,  was,  Alexander,  Archbimop  of 
York  \  Robert  de  Vere,  lately  created  Duke  of  Ireland ; 
Michael  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of  Suffolk ;  Robert  Trefi/ian9 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  Nicholas  Erem- 
bre  of  London,  Knights,  who  were  the  King's  greateft 
Favourites  and  Advifers,  and  in  whom  this  unhappy 
Prince  put  his  whole  Truft  and  Confidence. 

This  Council  of  State  fummoned  all  the  Sheriffs  of 
the  adjoining  Counties  to  Nottingham,  and  demanded  of 
them  what  Forces  they  were  able  to  mife  to  affift  the 
King  againfi:  the  Lords  if  they  were  required  to  do  i;  ?  ffiffi^g 
The  Sheriffs  anfwered,  coldly,  4  That  the  People  were 
1  generally  perfuaded  that  the  Lords  were  the  King's 
1  Friends,  and  that  they  fought  the  Good  of  the  Na- 
H  h  3  *  tion 

(b)  This  Parliament  alfo  granted  that  the  Diftrift  of  Brhaity  fhoutd 
be  fold  to  the  French  for  30,000  Marks,  and  the  Money  given  to  Ro- 
bert de  fare  Duke  of  Irttattd  j  on  Condition  thit  he  would  be  gone  from 
hervm  and  make  Ufe  of  it  to  recover  the  Dominions  the  King  had  fcjvi  n 

im  ia  that  Kingdom.  A  prodigious  Sum  in  thole  Days,  and  which 
"  ews  how  willing  the  Parliament  w.s  to  get  rid  of  fu  dangerous  a  Fa- 
vourite at  any  Rati;*  IVatftrgbam. 

\c)  Count's  AbriSgvunt)  P.  318,    7} ml  and  Brady, 
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-khard  11.  *       ^  all  they  did,  and  therefore  they  believed  they 


The  Sheriffs 
tamper' d  with 
to  mike  partial 
Returns. 


could  get  very  few  to  oppofe  them/  This  Disap- 
pointment was  the  lefs  to  thefe  Courtiers,  becaufe 
they  knew  that  the  Lords  were  very  popular,  and  they 
had  mil  other  Projects  to  go  upon.  They  next 
commanded  the  Sheriffs  and  Gentlemen,  then  atten- 
ding on  the  Summons,  to  fuffer  none  to  be  returned 
as  Knights  or  BurgeJJes  for  the  next  Parliament*  but 
fueh  as  the  King  and  bis  Council  fl»uid  nominate.  To 
which  they  replyed,  *  That  the  People  would  be  very 

*  hardly  deprived  of  their  antient  Privilege  of  c  hoofing 

*  their  own  Members  of  Parliament;  and  that  if  there 

*  was  a  true  Freedom  obferved  in  choofing,  it  would 

*  be  almoft  impoflible  to  impofe  any  Perfon  againft  the 

*  People's  Liking,  efpecially,  fince,  they  would  eafily 

*  guefs  at  the  Defign,  and  ftand  the  more  refolutely 

*  upon  their  Right/  This  Anfwer  of  the  Sheriffs  fomc- 
what  ftartled  the  Politicians,  becaufe  they  built  much 
on  this  Invention  »  (which  was  but  new  in  tbofc  Days, 
though  frequently  praftifed  in  latter  Reigns)  for  what 
was  done  by  a  Parliament  would,  as  they  imagined, 
carry  a  Face  of  Juftice  along  with  it,  and  their  private 
Revenge  be  turned  into  a  public  Punifhment,  But, 
lofing  this  Point,  they  d  if  milled  the  Sheriffs  and  Gen- 
tlemen, and  fell  upon  their  lait,  but  moll  defperate  Stra- 
tagem, which  was  to  ruin  them  by  Law. 

To  this  End  the  King  fent  his  Summons  for  all  the 
Judges  to  attend  him  ;  and,  on  their  Appearance,  a 
String  of  Queftions  or  Articles,  which  were  ready  drawn 
up  by  Sir  Robert  Trefiiiant  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's 
flench,  and  one  of  the  Cabal,  was  propofed  to  them, 
Thefe  Ankles  Knyghton  has  given  at  large,  which  bear 
fuch  a  Dependence  on  Parliament,  and  are  fo  extraor- 
dinary in  themfekes,  that  an  Omiflion  of  them  would 
be  unpardonable  (d). 

The  Preface  to  them  is  thus  j 

Queftions  pro-  J2E  &  remembeted,  That  on  the  %$th  Day  ^/"Auguft, 
vmi  to  the  L*  in  the  i  ub  Tear  of  the  Reign  of  King  Richard  the 
W^tiS^Sie$nd»  at  ihs  C«ft!<  '/Nottingham,'  before  our  find  Lord 

ing  to  the  late  the 
ComniijTioii.  W  Knyghtan  Col,  1694.. 

TjrrtTi  Hift.  of  Es<gU<j.    Vol.  III.  P.  906-  &c. 
See,  alfo,  Sir  Jobs  Haytearii^s  Lite  and  Rei^n  of  Henry  IV.  but  which 
s,  rather,  uw  Life  of  ihii  Kjn^,  Gfc.  P,  14.  tiff.      Lend.  1639. 
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the  King,  Robert  Trefilian  Chief  J-uftke  of  England, 
and  Robert  Belknappe  Chief  Juflice  of  the  Common- 
Bench  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  John  Holt,  Roger 
Fulthorp,  and  William  de  Burgh,  Knights,  Juftices, 
and  Afjociates  of  the  faid  Robert  Belknappe,  and  John 
de  Lokton  the  King's  Serjeant  at  Law,  in  the  Prefence 
of  the  Lords  and  other  IVitneffes  underwritten,  were  per- 
sonally required  by  our  faid  Lord  the  King*  on  the  Faith 
and  Allegiance  wherein  to  him  the  faid  King  they  are 
bounds  to  anfwer  faithfully  unto  certain  Queftions  here- 
under fpecfed,  and  to  them  then  and  there  truly  recited, 
and  upon  the  fame  to  declare  the  Law  according  to  their 
Dijcretion,  viz. 

L  It  was  demanded  of  them,  *  Whether  that  new 
4  Statute,  Ordinance  and  CommiJJion,  made  and  pub- 

*  limed  in  the  laft  Parliament  held  at  IVejlminfler,  be 

*  not  derogatory  to  the  Royalty  and  Prerogative  of  our 
4  faid  Lord  the  King  P 

To  which  they  unanimoufly  anfwered.  That  the 
fame  are  derogatory  thereunto,  efpecially  becaufe  they  were 
againft  his  Will, 

II.  *  How  thofe  are  to  be  puni/heds  who  procured  that 

*  Statute  and  Com  minion?* 

To  which  they  unanimoufly  anfwerd,  lhat  they  were 
to  he  pufiijhed  with  Death,  except  the  King  would  pardon 
them. 

Ill  '  How  thofe  are  to  be  punifhed  who  moved  the 
4  King  to  confent  to  the  making  of  the  iaid  Statute  V 

Whereunto  they  anfwered  with  one  accord,  That 
they  ought  to  Ufe  their  Lives,  unlefs  his  Majejly  would 
pardon  them, 

IV.  It  was  alk'd  them,  *  What  Punifhment  they 

*  deferved  who  compelfd,  ftraightetfd  or  necejfttated 
£  the  King  to  confent  to  the  making  of  the  ft  id  Statute 

*  and  Commiflion?* 

To  which  they  all  anfwered,  That  they  ought  to  fuffer 
as  Traytors, 

V.  *  How  thofe  are  to  be  punimed  who  hindred  the 
■  King  from  exercifing  thofe  things  which  appertain  to 

*  his  Royalty  and  Prerogative  ?* 

To  which  Qticftion  they  unanimoufly  anfwered,  That 
thty  dre  to  te  purified  as  Traytors* 

*  VI.  Wbethc* 
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VI.  *  Whether  after  in  a  Parliament  aJTcmbled,  the 

*  Affairs  of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Caufe  of  calling 
1  that  Parliament,  are  by  the  King's  Command  de* 

*  flared,  and  certain  Articles  limited  by  the  King,  upon 

*  which  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  that  Parliament 

*  ought  to  proceed  ;  if  yet  the  laid  Lords  and  Commons 

*  will  proceed  altogether  upon  ether  Articles  and  Affairs* 

*  and  not  at  all  upon  thofe  limited  and  proposed  to  them 

*  by  the  King,  until  the  King  mail  have  firfb  anfwered 
'  them  upon  the  Articles  and  Matters  fo  by  them  ftarted 

*  and  exprefs'd,  although  the  King's  Command  be  to  the 

*  contrary  ;  whet  far  in  fuch  cafe  the  King  ought  not 

*  to  have  the  Governance  of  the  Parliament,  and  ef- 

*  fe&ually  ever- rule  them,  fo  as  that  they  ought  to  pro- 

*  ceed  firji  on  the  Matters  propofed  by  the  King  ;  or 

*  whether  on  the  contrary,  the  Lords  and  Commons 
4  ought  firft  to  have  the  King's  Anfwer  upon  their  Pro- 

*  pofals  before  they  proceeded  further  ?' 
To  which  Qyeftion  they  anfwered  unanimoufly, 

That  the  King  in  that  behalf  has  the  Governance*  and 
may  appoint  what  Jhall  be  firft  handled,  and  fi  gradually 
what  next  in  all  Matters  to  be  treated  of  in  Parliament, 
even  to  the  end  of  the  Parliament :  And  if  any  aft  con- 
trary to  the  Kings*  Pieafure  made  known  therein,  they 
are  to  be  pumjhed  as  Tray  tors. 

VII.  *  Whether  the  King,  whenever  he  pleafes,  can 

*  Dijfolve  the  Parliament^  and  command  the  Lords  and 

*  Commons  to  depart  from  thence,  or  not  ?  * 
To  which  they  unanimoufly  anfwered,  That  he  can* 

and  if  any  one  Jhall  then  proceed  in-  Parliament  again/I 
the  King's  willy  he  is  to  he  pumftfd  as  a  Tray  tor. 

VIII.  *  Since  the  King  can,  whenever  he  pleafes, 

*  remove  any  of  his  Judges  and  Officers,  and  juftifie 

*  or  punifh  them  for  their  Offences  whether  the 
■  Lords  and  Commons  can  without  the  Will  of  ihe 

*  King  Impeach  in  Parliament  any  of  the  faid  Judges 

*  or  Officers  for  any  of  their  Offences  ?  < 
To  which  they  unanimoufly  anfwered,  That  they 

cannot,  and  if  any  one  Jhould  do  fi,  Ije  is  to  be  punijf/d 
as  a  Traytor. 

IX  4  How  he  is  to  be  punifh'd  w  ho  moved  in  Par- 

*  foment)  that  the  Statute  fhould  be  fent  for,  whereby 

Edward 
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Edward  the  Second  (the  King's  'great  Grandfather)  Richard 
was  proceeded  againft  and  depofed  in  Parliament ;  by 
means  of  fending  for  and  impofing  which  Statute*  the 
laid  late  Statute*  Ordinante,  and  CommiJJion,  were 
devifed  and  brought  forth  in  Parliament  ? 
To  which  they  anfwered,  That  at  well  be  that  fi 
moved,  as  he  who  by  pretence  of  that  Motion,  carried 
the  /aid  Statute  to  the  Parliament,  are  Tray  tors  and  Cri- 
minals to  be  punijtfd  with  Death. 

X>  It  was  demanded  of  them,  e  Whether  the  Judg- 

*  ment  given  in  the  laft  Parliament  held  at  Weflminfler, 

*  againft  Michael  de  la  Pole*  Earl  of  Suffolk^  was  Errone- 

*  out  and  Revocable,  or  not  ? 1 
To  which  ^uefion,  they  unanimoufly  anfwered, 

That  if  that  Judgment  were  now  to  be  given,  they  would 
not  give  it ;  becaufe  it  feems  to  them,  that  the  /aid  Judg- 
ment is  Revocable,  as  being  Erroneous  in  every  Part 
of  it. 

In  Teflimony  of  all  which*  the  fudges  and  Serjeants 
eforefaia,  to  the/e  Prcfents  have  put  their  Seals  in  the 
Pre  fence  of  the  Reverend  L^rdsy  Alexander  Archbijhop 
«f  York,  Robert  Archbijhop  of  Dublin,  John  Bijhop  of 
Durham,  Thomas  Bftop  of  Chichefter,  and  John  Bi- 
/hop  of  Bangor,  Robert  Duke  0/*  Ireland,  Michael  Earl 
^Suffolk,  John  Rypon  Clerk,  and  John  Blake,  Efqj 
Given  the  Placet  Day>  Months  and  Tear  afore/aid  (/}. 

But  tho'  the  King  and  his  Favourites  had  got  the 
Judges  on  their  Side,  and  by  thofe  Means  had  procured 
a  Colour  Oi  Law  for  what  they  did  j  yet,  the  greateft 

Difficulty 

(J)  Knygbto/t  affijres  us,  That  Bdknapp  Chief  JufHee  of  the  &mm«n  Phtt, 
did  very  earneftly  rcfufe  to  fign  the  Refoluftoni,  till  Vers  and  de  la  Pah 
forced  hira  to  it,  by  threatning  him  to  kill  bim  if  he  refufed  ;  whereupon 
having  put  to  his  Seal,  he  burfr  forth  into  thefe  Words  Wore  th«n, 

*  Now  want  I  nothing  but  a  Ship,  or  a  nimble  Horfe,  or  an  Halter  to 

*  bring  me  to  that  Death  Ideferve  ;  If  I  had  not  done  this,  I  Ihould  have 

*  been  kilPd  by  your  Hands,  and  now  I  have  gratified  the  King's  Pleafure 

*  and  yours  in  doing  it,  I  have  well  deferv'd  to  die,  for  Treafon  againft 

*  the  Nobles  of  the  Land/    Col.  2694. 
Some  Authors  fay,  That  all  tbe  Judges  of  England,  except  iFiUiam 

Sbipwitbt  abfent  by  reafon  of  Sic  ;nefs,  jcin'd  in  anfwering  thefc  Queftions, 
which  feems  probable,  becaufe  they  were  afterwards  alt  Quufticm'd  and 
Punilh'd  for  the  fame  ;  yet  in  the  R  carJ  there  are  but  Five  named  ; 
poflibly  the  others  might  confent,  thaugh  only  thefc  fct  their  Seals  to  it. 


K.  Richard  II. 


The  King  fails 
in  his  Attempt 
to  revoke  it,  tW 
ehe  Judges  had 
Secured  in  h  is 
Favour, 
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Difficulty  remained  behind,  which  was  to  arm  them- 
felves,  with  Power  fufficient,  to  put  thefe  Refolves  in 
Execution.  To  this  Purpofe,  they  did  their  utmoft  to 
render  thcmfelves  and  their  King  popular ;  and  at  his 
Majefty's  return  to  London,  he  was  met  and  received  by 
the  Mayor  and  Citizens,  with  the  greateft  Pomp  and 
Solemnity  {g).  But  this  Joy  was  very  fliort  lived,  for 
the  Junto,  foon  after  their  Arrival  ixWtftminfter,  had 
Notice  that  the  Duke  of  Glocejier,  with  the  Earls  of 
Arundel  zrA  Warwick,  and  a  great  Body  of  armed  Men, 
were  marching  towards  London*  This  News  alarmed 
the  Favourites  greatly  ;  and  as  both  they  and  every  one 
elfe  were  ignorant  what  this  Armament  intended,  all 
were  filent  waiting  for  the  Event.  It  was  not  long  be- 
fore thefe  Lords  declared  themfelves,  and  being  come 
with  their  Army  as  far  as  Hackney,  they  fent  the  Arch- 
hifhop  of  Canterbury  ;  the  Lord  John  Lovely  the  Lord 
Cobham,  the  Lord  Devermx  and  others  to  the  King  with 
this  Meflage.   *  That  they  came  to  demand  the  Per- 

*  ions  who  had  feduced  the  King  and  were  Tray  tors, 

*  both  to  him  and  the  Kingdom,   That  it  was  purely 

*  for  his  Majefty's  Welfare  and  the  Good  of  the  Nation 

*  that  they  took  up  Arms,  in  order  that  they  might 

*  bring  thofe  Tray  tors  to  Juftice,  to  the  Terror  of  all 
'  fucceeding  evil  Minifters.1  They  named  five  Perfons, 
who  had  the  Rule  and  Government  of  every  Thing, 
both  at  Home  and  Abroad,  and  had  given  the  King  fuch 
pernicious  Advice,  there  ipecified,  that,  if  it  was  fol- 
lowed, would  be  the  Ruin  of  them  all.  Thefe  and 
many  other  Matters  were  all  particularly  related,  in  a 
Letter  lent  from  the  faid  Duke  and  Earls  to  the  Mayor 
and  Citizens  of  London,  To  make  fhort  of  this  Mat- 
ter, the  King  was  driven  to  Straits ;  and,  finding  that 
his  Favorites  could  no  ways  proteel  him  he  was  forced 
at  la  ft  to  come  to  a  Compolition,  and  to  refer  all  Grie- 
vances to  the  Dec i lion  of  the  next  Parliament.  Writs 
were  illiied  out,  accordingly,  for  one  to  meet  on  the 
Day  after  Candkmafi-  Day,'  or  the  third  of  February. 
But,  in  the  Body  of  the  Writs  for  Electing  of  Mem- 
bers 

(g)  Major  LartHoniarfw  obi'iabat  am  itnawerabili  Multitudint  Equi- 
rum  de  Cwibus  vtjfita  omnibus  in  Cvforibus  rcgiis,  viz  in  Gevrnis  alb} 
Coltr/'it  ct  rubtj*    Knyghton  Co/  $696, 
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bers  for  this  Parliament,  an  equivocal  Claufe  was  in-  k.  Richard  »u 
ferted ;  which  was  an  Order  to  rerurn  thofe  Perfins  that 
were  the  moft  indifferent  in  the  prefent  Difputes.  Which, 
being  found  out,  the  King  was  obliged  to  renew  the 
Writs,  and  even  to  fperify  that  the  Claufe,  abovemen- 
tioned,  was  put  in  contrary  to  the  ancient  Form  (h). 

The  Parliament  being  met,  on  the  Day  appointed.  Anno  Rpg&i  11. 
Thomas  Fitz-Alan  fgi  Btfhop  of  Ely  and  Lord  Chan-  '3M- 
cellor,  declared  the  Caufe  of  the  Summons  to  be,  *  To  At  WeiWnfUr. 

*  confider  by  what  means  the  Troubles  in  the  King- 

*  dom,  for  want  of  good  G.overnment  might  be  end- 

*  ed  ;  the  King  better  advifed  i  the  Realm  better  go- 
€  verned  ^Mildeameanours  more  feverely  puniflied,  and 

*  good  Men  better  encouraged.    How  the  Kingdom 

*  might  be  beft  defended,  the  Sea  beft  kept,  the  Mar- 

*  ches  of  Scotland  beft  guarded,  Gafeoigny  preferved, 

*  and  how  the  Charges  of  thefe  Things  might  be  born 

*  with  the  moft  Eafe  to  the  People.*  And  then  he  gave 
Notice,  *  That  thofe  who  would  complain  in  that 
■  Parliament  of  any  Thing  which  could  not  well  be 

*  xeverfed  at  Common- Law>  might  carry  their  Petitions 

«  to 


(b)  The  Form  of  the  fccond  Writ,  as  preferved  in  the  Public  AOs, 
is  as  follows. 

Rex  Vicecomiti  Kanti*  falutcm.  Licet  nvper  per  Breve  nofirum,  inter  car- 
ter a,  tibi  praecperimusy  firmitar  hjuMgentety  quod  deCo+itatu  tvo  dms  Mi/i- 
tet,  Gladutcintlot  magit  idoneos  tt  diftretm  CamitatutprjtdiBiiy  tt  in  Debatis 
modemit  magis  indifTe rentes,  cligi,  tt  eat  ad  Parliamentum  mjirumt  apttd 
Weftmonaflcriatn,  in  trajlijto  furifitauonit  beat*  Maria,  proximo  future , 
teneri  ordinavmui  ad  ecjdem  Dim  &  Locum  venire  facertt. — JVm  tamen,  at~ 
t  indent  a  dttJam  Claufulam  [In  Debatis  macJernis  magis  indifferentes]  contra 
Forma  m  Eleftionis,  antiquitus  ufitat*,  at  contra  Ubf  rtatem  Dominorum  & 

Communi talis  Regni  ttojlri  Angliae,  baSenut  cbtevtam  txifitre,  ■  Volenti* 

providere  pradiHet  Militet  libere  oligi,  tnoda  tt  Forma,  prout  ant  i  qui  tut 

fieri  tottfuevit.         Tibi  pr*cipimtaf  firmitcr  ittjuvgentes,  quod  de  Comitatu 

tM  pradifiOy  duct  Militet,  Cladiit  tintloi,  magit  idmeos  tt  difcretet  prout 
hachnus  Jhrj   conjufvit  tUgi,    et  eoi  ad  diSoi  Dim  et  Lccim  venire 

fact  at,  ci£t»  Claufula  non  obftante.   Cttteraqut  omnia  et  fingula,  in 

ditlo  Brevi  mjlro  contenta,  ftciat  et  exequaris,  juxta  Tenor  an  tjufdem, 
diitnm  Claufulam  pen  it  as  omit  tens  $  et  babe  at  ibi  hoc  Breve  tt  aliud  Breve, 

Tejie  Bjge  apud  Weftmonzftcrium  prima  Die  January. 

Per  iff  urn  Regan  et  Conjilitm, 
F*dA*g.  Tom.  VI  f.  P.  516. 

CanJimUia  Brevia  d)riguntur  fingulii  Vicecomitibut  per,  Angliarn. 

[i)  Brother  to  thi  Earl  of  Arundel)  from  whence  he  is  oitcn  called 
Tbmat  de  Arundel, 

1    ■ "  ^v^PSSPiW 
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*  to  the  Clerks  in  Chancery »,  there  named,  and  appointed 

*  to  receive  them.* 
Then  the  Duke  of  Glocejler  fell  on  his  Knees  before 

the  King,  and  faid,  *  That  he  underftood  his  Majefty 

*  had  been  informed,  that  he  was  about  to  depofi  him 

*  and  make  himftlf  King ;  and  offered  to  Hand  to  the 

*  Award  and  Judgment  of  his  Peers  in  Parliament.' 
Upon  this,  the  King  declared,  openly,  4  That  he  did 

*  not  think  him  guilty,  and  fully  excufed  him.' 
The  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  then  prefent, 

claimed  as  their  Liberty  and  Franchife,  that  all  great 
Matters  moved  in  that  Parliament,  or  to  be  moved  in 
any  future  Parliament  touching  Peers  of  the  Land* 
mould  be  difcufTed  and  judged  by  Courfeof  Parliament  s 
and  not  by  the  Civil  or  Common  Law  of  the  Land  ufed 
in  the  lower  Courts  of  the  Kingdom.  Which  Claim, 
Liberty  and  Franchife,  the  King,  in  full  Parliament, 
readily  allowed  and  granted. 

Then  five  Lords,  who  were  called  Appellants*  be* 
IJ^ijjJ  ^  caufe  tneY  wcrc  tne  Accufers  of  the  late  Minifters, 
^.niHhc  King's  whofe  Names  were  Thomas*  Duke  of  Ghucefter*  Henry , 
Minifies.  Earl  of  Derby,  Richard,  Earl  of  Arundel,  Thomas, 
Earl  of  Warwick*  and  Thomas,  Earl  of  Nottingham* 
Earl'Marjhaly  ftood  up  and  made  open  Protefta- 
tion,  in  full  Parliament,  touching  their  Appeal  and 
Suit  in  that  Parliament,  and  that  what  had  before  been 
done,  by  the  Afliftance  of  the  People,  in  their  Com- 
pany, or  Retinue,  was  done  principally*  to  the  Honour  cf 
God*  in  Ad  and  Safety  of  the  King  and  his  Kingdom, 
and  the  Security  of  all  their  Lives. 

After  this,  the  Lords  and  Commons  granted  half  a 
Tenth  and  half  a  Fifteenth*  with  Protection,  that  it 
was  done  of  Neceflity,  and  that  it  might  be  no  Pre- 
judice to  the  Lords  and  Commons  for  Time  to  come, 
becaufe  it  was  fo  granted ;  and  further,  they  pray'd  the 
King,  that  notwithstanding  this  Grant  io  made,  the 
Parliament  might  hold  on  its  Courfe;  and  be  adjourned 
if  need  were;  and  that  all  Things  touching  the  faid 
Parliament  might  be  done  and  executed,  as  if  the  Grant 
had  nor  been  made  till  the  End  thereof,  as  in  Manner 
accuftomed.    Which  Requeft  the  King  granted. 

The  Parliament  further  gave  the  King,  in  Defence 


of 
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of  the  Realm  a  Subftdy  upon  Leather,  Wool  and  Wool-  k.  Richard  H. 
/W// ;  on  Condition,  that  the  five  Lords  appellants 
fhould  have  out  of  it  * 0,000  L  by  Aflent  and  Grant  The  Parliament 
of  the  King,  jot  their  Labour  and  Expends,  before  ^JJ^JffJ^ 
/£fy  <tf  /«*  the  Honour ,  Profit,^* {* thJe 

and  Safety  of  the  King  and  the  whole  Kingdom  ( k).       Service  done  to 
The  Commons,  pray'd,  *  That  no  Per fon,  of  what thc*  Coun^ 

*  Degree  foever,  do  intermeddle  with  the  Bufinefs  of 

*  the  Kingdom,  nor  the  King's  Council,  but  thofe  af- 

*  figned  in  rhis  Parliament,  unlefs  it  be  by  Order  of  the 

*  continual  Council.  ,  And,  alfo,  that  they  might  have 

*  Power  to  remove  all  Perfons  from  the  King  whom 

*  they  thought  fit  to  remove,  and  put  others  in  their 

*  Places.*    To  which  the  King's  Anfwer  was,  1  As 

*  to  the  firft  Part  of  the  Article  the  King  granted  it  ■* 
and  as  to  the  fecond,  *  If  any  Lord  of  the  Council, 

*  or  other  Lord  of  the  Kingdom  will  inform  the  King 

*  that  he  had  about  him  any  Perfon,  not  fufficient 

*  or  honeft,  if  it  be  fo  proved,  he  (hall  be  removed  and 

*  another  more  able,  by  his  own  Confent,  put  in  his 

*  Place.* 

And  now,  as  a  Prelude  to  what  was  going  to  be 
acted,  each  of  the  Prelates,  Lords  and  Commons,  then 
alTembled,  had  the  following  Oath  adminift  rated  to 
them,  upon  the  Rood,  or  Crofs,  of  Canterbury  t  in  full 
Parliament. 


.  both  HcuiVs 
fwcars  to  Support 
the  Lards  Ap- 


Tou  Jball  Swear,  That  you  will  keep  and  caufe  to  beZ* 
kept  the  good  Peace,  ^uiet,  and  Tranquility  of  the  King- 
dom :  And  if  any  will  do  to  the  contrary  thereof,  you  Jball 
oppofe  and  diflurb  him  to  the  utmo/t  of  your  Power,  peliants. 
And  if  any  People  will  do  any  thing  again/l  the  Bodies 
of  the  Perfons  of  the  jive  Lords ;  that  is  to  fay,  Tho- 
mas Duke  of  Glocefter,  Henry  Earl  of  Derby,  Richard 
Earl  of  Arundel  and  Surrey,  Thomas  Earl  of  War- 
wick, and  Thomas  Earl- Mar jhal,  or  any  of  them,  you. 
fiiall  (land  with  them  to  the  End  of  this  prefent  Par- 
Jiament9  and  maintain  and  fupport  them  with  all  your 

Power* 


fit)  Cotton's  Abridgment,  p,  322.  They  granted,  alfo,  3  d.  on  every 
Tun  of  Wine,  and  \xd.  a  Pound  on  Merclundifir,  except  a tapk- Ware t 
with  the  Subfidy  on  that  Ware,  U*4* 


4 1 4  The  Parliamentary  History 


Articles  of  Im- 
peachment i. 
giinft  the  Arch 
biOwp  of  York, 
the  D.  of  Ire - 


K.  Richard  ii,  Power,  to  live  and  die  with  them  again/}  all  Mert>  «/ 
Per/on  or  any  ether  thing  excepted*  Caving  always  your 
Legiante  ;o  the  King,  and  the  Prerogatives  §f  bis 
Crown,  the  Laws  and  good  Cuftems  of  the  King- 
dom (I), 

After  the  taking  of  this  Oath,  Eafler  being  near,  the 
Parliament  was  adjourned  'till  fifteen  Days  after  that  ' 

Feftival. 

Then  the  five  Lords  Appellants,  mentioned  before, 
exhibited  Articles  of  High  Treafon  againit  Alexander 
Archbifliop  of  Yorky  Robert  de  Fere  Duke  of  Ireland, 
and  Michael  de  la  Pole  Earl  of  Suffolk  ;  which,  tho" 
many  in  Number,  and  the  Proceedings  thereon  fome- 
wbat  long,  yet  a  Matter  fo  curious  muft  fuffer  no 
Abridgment  in  this  Hiftory  (m). 

*  I.  rpHAT  as  falfe  Traytors  to  the  King  and 
1       J,    Realm,  feeing  the  tender  Age  of  our  faid 

folk,'  th»  JuST  '  Lord  the  King,  and  the  Innocency  of  his  Royal  Per- 
Ac,        1  Ion,  they  had  by  many  falfe  Contrivances,  by  them 

*  without  Loyalty  or  Good  Faith  imagined  and  fugge- 
1  fted,  endeavoured  wholly  to  engrofs  his  Majefty's  Af- 
1  fe&ion,  and  to  make  him  intirely  give  Faith  and  Cre- 

*  dence  to  what  they  mould  fay,  though  never  fo  per- 

*  nicious  to  himfelf  and  his  Realm,  and  to  hate  his 

*  Loyal  Lords  and  People,  by  whom  he  would  more 

*  faithfully  have  been  ferved  ;  Encroaching  and  afliim- 
e  ing  to  themf  elves  a  Power  to  the  disfranchi/ing  our 

*  Lord  ihe  King  of  his  Sovereignity,  and  impairing  his 

*  Roval  Prerogative  and  Dignity,  making  him  fo  far 

*  obey 

(I)  Cittcm  &  Abridg.  323, 

\m)  Thefe  Articles  are  preferred,  in  their  original  French,  in  fCnjgbtott, 
Oil.  1715,  &c  As  well  as  in  Rot.  Part  it.  R.  a.  No.  a  J.  Part  2. 

Aid  in  rhe  Statures  at  Large.    A.  it.  R.  a. 

Three  I-aoiei  were  alfo  banilhcd  the  Court  at  this  Time,  and  put  under 
Guard,  vix.  the  Lady  Mcbun,  the  Lidy  Molineaux  and  the  Lady  Poin~ 
■Mj  but  for  what  Crime  is  not  mentioned,    Walfingham  and  Knygbiem* 

The  King's  Writ?  to  the  feveral  Governors  of  the  Oftles  of  Ghee- 
Jttrt  Dover,  NcttirtgbaTK,  Brijlot  and  Racbefirrt  for  keeping  in  fafe 
Cuftody,  Robert  ■TnJIlijn,  Nicbofat  Brtittkre,  John  Beaucbamp  de  H*Itt 
Tbatnjs  Trrvit  and  Join  Scfip>uryt  Knights  \  John  Lit!tednt  Clerk  of 
the  Exchequer  j  Simon  dc  Burltyt  William  it  Eimbamt  John  Goicfre, 
James  timers,  KicUliis  Dsprortb,  Knights  \  Aitbelat  Slake,  Richard 
Midfrrd  and  Rhbard  it  Clifford,  Clerks  ;  U  in  the  Public  Afts  1 

7*mt  VII.  P.  566.  Jfij. 
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obey  them,  that  he  hath  been  fwom  to  be  govern'd  k.  Ririard  n, 
and  counfelM  by  them  only ;  by  means  of  which  Oath, 
and  the  Power  they  have  fo  traiteroufly  ufurped, 
great  Inconveniences,  Mifchiefs,  and  Deftruftions 
have  happened,  as  by  the  fubfequent  Articles  will  ap- 

*  pear, 

*  II.  Whereas  the  King  is  not  bound  to  make  any 

*  Oath  to  any  of  his  Subjects,  but  on  the  Day  of  his 

*  Coronation,  or  for  the  common  Profit  of  htm  and 

*  his  Realm,  the  faid  Bifhop,  Duke,  and  Earl,  falfe 

*  Traytors  to  the  King  and  Realm,  have  made  him 

*  fwear  and  ailent  to  them,  that  he  will  maintain  and 

*  defend  them,  and  Jive  and  dye  with  them.    And  fo 

*  whereas  the  King  ought  to  be  of  a  free  condition 

*  above  any  other  in  his  Realm,  they  have  brought 

*  him  more  into  Servitude  and  Bondage,  againft  his 

*  Honour,  Eitate,  and  Royalty,  contrary  to  their 

*  Allegiance,  and  as  Traytors  unto  him. 

*  III.  The  faid  Traytors  by  the  Ailent  and  Coun- 

*  cil  of  Rtbert  TrefyUan  the  falfe  Juftice,  and  Nicho- 

*  las  Brembre  the  falfe  Knight  of  London  y  by  their  falfe 

*  Covin  would  not  at  all  fuffer  the  great  Perfons  of 

*  the  Realm,  nor  the  good  Subjects  of  the  King,  to 

*  fpeak  to,  or  approach  the  King,  to  give  him  whole- 

*  fome  Advice,  nor  the  King  to  fpeak  to  them,  unlefs 

*  in  the  Prefence  and  Hearing  of  them,  the  faid  Duke 

*  of  Ireland*       or  two  of  them,  at  their  Will  and 

*  Pleafure,  or  about  fuch  Things  as  they  thought  fit, 

*  to  the  great  Difgrace  of  the  Nobles  and  good  Coun- 

*  cellars  of  the  King,  and  to  the  preventing  of  their 
c  good  Will,  and  Service  towards  the  King,  thereby 

*  encroaching  to  themfelves  the  Royal  Power,  and  a 

*  Lontfhip  and  Sovereignty  over  the  Perfon  of  the 

*  King-  to  the  great  DiOionour  and  Peril  of  the  King 

*  his  Crown  and  Realm. 

*  IV.  The  faid  Arcbbiihop,  fcfr.  by  fuch  their  falfe 

*  Devices  and  pernicious  Councils,  have  diverted  the 
'  King  from  (hewing  due  Countenance  to  his  great 

*  Lords  and  Leige  People,  fo  that  they  could  not  be 

*  anfwered  in  their  Suits  and  Rights,  without  the 
'  Leave  of  them  the  faid  Archbifhop,  &c.  Thereby 

*  putting  the  King  befides  his  Devoir,  contrary  to 

?  his 
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.  *  his  Oath,  contriving  to  alienate  the  Heart  of  our 

*  Lord  the  King  from  his  People,  that  they  might  en- 
%grofs  amongft  ihemfelves  only  the  Government  of 

*  the  Realm  ;  whereby  they  have  caufed  our  Lord  the 

*  King,  without  the  Allen  t  of  the  Realm,  or  any  De- 

*  fert  in  ihem,4o  have  given  away  by  their  Abetment 

*  many  Lordthips,  Caftles,  Towns,  and  Mannors,  as 

*  well  annexed  10  his  Crown,  as  others  :  As  particular- 

*  ly  ihe  Land  of  Ireland  and  Oieham,  with  the  Foreft 

*  and  Lands  which  did  belong  to  the  Lord  Dandelegh^ 
4  and  great  Quantities  of  other  Lands  to  the  faid  Duke 

*  of  Ireland*  and  divers  others,  whereby  they  unwor- 

*  thily  are  vaftly  inriched,  but  the  King  rendered 

*  poor,  and  unable  to  fuftain  and  defray  the  Charges 

*  of  the  Government,  unlels  by  Impofitions,  heavy 
1  Taxes  and  Tributes  laid  upon  his  People,  to  the 

*  difmherifon  of  his  Crown,  and  the  Deft  ruction  of  the 

*  Realm. 

*  V.  By  fuch  Encroachment  of  the  laid  Archbi- 

*  ■  {hop,  csfr.  and  by  the  Counfel  of  that  falfe  Juftice 

*  Trefyiiany  and  Brembrt  the  falfe  Knight  of  London* 

*  they  have  caufed  our  Lord  the  King  to  have  given 

*  away  divers  Mannors,  Lands,  Tenements,  Offices, 

*  and  Ha  lywicks,  to  divers  other  Perfons  their  Crea- 

*  tures,  and  fuch  as  they  could  confide  in,  and  toothers 

*  of  whom  they  have  taken  great  Gifts  by  way  of 

*  Brokage  for  that  Purpofe,  and  to  ftand  by  them  in 

*  their  falfe  Suits  and  ill  Pur  poles,  to  the  great  Preju- 

*  dice  of  the  King  and  Realm,  fuch  as  Sir  Robert 

*  Miivfel  Clerk,  John  BUkey  Thomas  Vjfky  and  divers 

*  others. 

*  VI,  The  faid  Duke,  Isle,  Encroaching  to  them- 

*  fctves  the  Royal  Power,  have  caufed  the  King  to  give 

*  Very  great  Gifts  of  Gold  and  Silver,  as  well  of  his 

*  proper  Goods  an  J  Jewels,  as  of  the  Goods  and 

*  Treafure  of  the  Realm  ;  as  Tenths,  Fifteenth^  and 

*  other  Taxes,  granted  by  divers  Parliaments,  to  be  ex- 

*  pended  for  the  Defence  and  Safeguard  of  the  Kingdom, 

*  which  yet  to  the  Value  of  One  Hundred  Thoufand 

*  Maries 'have   been  lavilht   away   upon  the  faid 

*  Duke  of  Ireland  „  and  others.  And  though  many  good 
4  Ordinances  and  Laws  have  been  made  in  Parliament, 
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*  as  well  for  maintaining  and  carrying  on  of  Wars, 

*  as  for  the  Defence  of  the  Realm ;  yet  they  have  been 

*  by  them  difturbed  and  defeated,  to  the  great  Diftio- 

*  nour  and  Damage  of  the  King  and  Realm. 

*  Vlf.  By  fuch  Encroachment,  and  the  great  Gifts 

*  and  Brokages  taken  by  the  faid  Duke  of  Ireland*  fJc* 

*  it  came  to  pal's  that  divers  unfit  and  inefficient  Per* 

*  fons  were  preferred  to,  and  intruded  with  the  Keep- 

*  ing  and  Government  of  divers  Gafrifons,  Caftles 

*  and  Countries  involved  in  War,  as  in  Guyenne  and 

*  ejfewhere,  both  beyond  and  on  this  fide  the  Sea,  where- 

*  by  the  faid  Strongholds  have  been  loft,  the  Coun- 
«  tries  wafted,  and  the  People,  faithful  Subjects  to  the 

*  King,  deftroyed ;  and  great  Seigniories  newly  rendred 

*  into  the  Hands  and  Pofl'efiions  of  Enemies,  with- 

*  out  the  Allen t   of  the  Realm,  as  the  Marches 

*  of  Scotland*  &c.  to  the  Difinherifion  of  the  King's 

*  Crown,  and  the  great  Lofs  of  the  Kingdom,  as  in 

*  Harpeden  and  Cradduk*  and  divers  others. 

*  VI II.  By  the  fame  means,  the  faid  Archbimop 

*  and  his  Fellow-Tray  tors,  have  caufed  divers  People 

*  to  be  difturbed  and  deprived  of  Right  and  the  Corh- 

*  mon-Law  of  England,  and  put  to  intolerable  De- 

*  lays,  Lofies  and  Colts }  and  the  Statutes  and  Judg- 
'  ments  which  rightfully  for  neceflary  Caules  have  been 

*  made  and  given  in  Parliament,  have  been  reveried 

*  and  annull'd  by  the  Procurement  of  the  faid  Male- 
'  faclors  and  Traytors ;  and  all  this  becaufe  of  the 

*  great  Gifts  and  Brokages  by  them  received  of  Parties, 

*  to  the  grand  Mifchief  of  the  King  and  Realm, 

*  IX.  The  faid  Archbifhop  and  other  Traytors 
c  have  caufed  and  counfelled  our  Lord  the  King,  to 

*  grant  Charters  of  Pardon  of  horrible  Felonies  and 

*  Treafons,  as  well  againft  the  State  of  the  King, 

*  as  of  the  Perfon  injured  and  profecuting;  which 

*  thing  is  againft  the  King,  and  the  Oath  of  the 

*  King. 

*  X.  Whereas  the  faid  Seignories  of  the  Land  of 

*  Ireland  are,  and  Timeout  of  mind  have  been,  Par- 

*  eel  of  the  Crown  of  England ;  and  the  People 

*  of  Ireland*  Leige  Subjects  to  our  Lord  the  King, 

*  and  his  Royal  Progenitors  Kings  of  England*  who 
Vol.  I.  Ii  «in 
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jl  Ridurd  II,  *  in  a\l  their  Charters,  Writs,  Letters  Patents,  and 

*  in  all  their  Seals,  have  for  the  Augmentation  of 

*  their  Renown  and  Royalty  been  Intituled  Lords  of 

*  Ireland ;  yet  the  faid  ArchbiOiop,  &6,  as  falfe  Tray- 

*  ton,  by  their  faid  Encroachment,  have  caufed  and 

*  counfelled  our  Lord  the  King,  as  much  as  in  him  lies, 

*  to  have  granted  and  ftitly  aflented  and  accorded,  that 

*  the  faid  Robert  de  Vers  Duke  of  Ireland*  'fliould  b 

*  made  King  of  Ireland :  And  to  compleat  fuch  thei 

*  ill  Purpofe,  have  advifed  and  excited  our  did  Lord 
1  the  King  to  fend  his  Letters  to  our  Holy  Father  the 

*  Pope,  to   grant,  ratine  and   confirm    this  their 

*  irayterous  Defign,  without  the  Privity,  or  Allen t  of 

*  his  Realm  of  England*  .and  of  the  faid  Land  of  Ire- 

*  land,  to  the  dividing  the  Leigiance  of  the  King  be- 

*  tween  his  Realm  of  England,  and  the  faid  Land  of 

*  Ireland  \  in  Diminution  of  his  Majefty's  honourable 

*  Stile,  and  open  Difinherifion  of  the  Crown  of  Eng- 

*  land,  and  full  Deftruftion  of  the  lawful  Leige  Sub- 

*  jects  of  our  Lord  the  King,  and  of  the  ia  id  Land 
1  of  Ireland. 

*  XI.  Whereas  by  the  Great  Charter,  and  other 

*  good  Laws  and  Ufages  of  the  Realm  of  England* 
1  no  Man  is  to  be  taken,  nor  any  Prifoner  put  to 

*  Death  without  the  due  Procefs  of  Law  ;   the  laid 

*  Nicholas  Brembre,  the  falfe  Knight  of  London,  did  take 

*  by  Night,  certain  Prifoners,  to  the  Number  of 

*  twenty- two,  out  of  the  Gaol  of  Newgate,  fome 
1  of  them  being  indicted  and  appealed  of  Felony, 

*  and  fome  Approvers  in  Cafes  of  Felony,  and  fome  on 

*  Sufpicion  of  Felony,  and  carried  them  out  of  London 

*  into  Kent,  to  a  Place  called  Foulkoke  ,  and  there  en- 

*  croaching  on  the  Royal  Power,  and  in  Defiance  of 

*  the  faid  Laws,  as  a  Tray  tor  to  the  King,  did  without 

*  any  Procefc  of  Law,  caufe  them  all  to  be  beheaded, 
■  except  one  who  was  Appealed  of  Felony,  by  an  Ap- 

*  prove r,  whom  he  fet  at  large  at  the  fame  Time. 
1  XII.  The  aforeiaid  Arebbifhop  and  other  Tray- 

1  tors  have  in  fmall  Caufes  taken  great  Gifts  in  the 

*  Name  of  the  King,  of  divers  Panics,  to  main- 

*  tain  and  abate  them  in  their  Suits  and  Quarrels,  and 
*.  fometimes  have  play'd  the  Ambo-dexters,  and  taken 

*  Money  of  both  Sides. 

•  XIII  Whereat 
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*  XIII.  Whereas  divers  of  the  great  Lords,  loyal  k.  RicW 

*  Subjects  to  the  King,  in  divers  Parliaments,  feeing  the 

*  Dangers,  and  apprehending  the  Deflruttion  threat- 

*  ning  the  King  and  Realm,  by  means  of  the  Mifchiefa 
"  of  thefe  Malefactors,  have  moved  to  have  good  Go- 

*  vernance  under  the  King,  10  avoid  the  faid  Perils : 

*  The  forenamed  Archbimop,  and  other  Traytors, 

*  by  their  Encroachments  and  fatal  Influences*  have  fo 

*  ordered  Matters,  that  the  King  has  not  only  been  deaf 

*  to  all  fuch  Perfuafions,  but  alio  has  commanded  fomc 

*  of  thofe  that  moved  it,  to  depart  from  his  Council, 

*  and  to  fpeafc  no  more  of  fuch  Matters,  nor  touching 

*  the  good  Governance  of  the  King  and  Kingdom, '     •  ' 

*  on  Pain  of  Death ;  to  the  great  Prejudice  of  the  King 

*  and  Kingdom. 

*  XIV.  Whereas  in  the  laft  Parliament,  all  the 

*  Lords  and  other  Sages  there  afiembled,  (feeing  the 

*  Lofc  and  Definition  of  the  King  and  Realm,  and 

*  the  Perils  and  Michiefs  aforefaid  j  and  that  the  King 

*  was  departed  from  the  Council  of  the  Realm,  and 

*  wholly  abandon'd  himfelf  to  the  Counfels  of  the  faid 

*  Malefactors  and  Traytors ;  by  means  whereof  the 

*  Frtnth  King  had  Ships,  and  a  Royal  Power  on  the 

*  Sea,  ready  to  have  arrived  in  England the  fa  id 

*  Realm,  and  the  very  Language  of  England  to  deftroy ; 

*  and  that  no  Proviuon  was  made,  or  good  Gover-  / 

*  nance  taken  for  the  Safety  of  the  King  nor  Realm,) 

*  Finding  no  other  Remedy,  did  re mon Urate  to  the 

*  King  very  fully,  how  he  was  ill-advifed,  and  Affairs 

*  moft  pernicioully  manag'd  by  the  aforefaid  Traytors 

*  and  Male  factors,  declaring  to  him  their  wicked 
1  Conditions  ;  and  moft  humbly  befeeching  him  for 

*  the  Safety  of  himfelf,  and  of  all  his  Realm,  and  avoid- 

*  ing  the  faid  impending  Dangers,  to  forfake  and  turn 

*  thefe  Traytors  from  his  Prefence  and  Company,  and 

*  no  longer  to  conduit  himfelf  after  their  evil  Coun- 

*  cil;  but  to  hearken  to  the  fage,  loyal,  and  difcreec 
'  Perfonsof  his  Realm  :  Whereupon  the  faid  Archbt- 

*  mop  and  other  Traytors,  to  defeat  this  whole  fame  Ad- 

*  vice  of  the  Parliament,  by  their  falfe  Council  did  then 

*  caufe  the  King  to  command  the  Mayor  of  London 
t  fuddenly  to  levy  a  great  Power  of  the  People  of  that 

1  i  a  I  City, 
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k.  RichJid  ii.  8  City,  to  attack  and  put  to  Death  all  the  fait]  Lords 

*  and  Commons,  except  fuch  as  were  of  their  Cabal  :* 

*  A i  the  Execution  of  which  Villainy,  the  faid  great 
'  Malefactors  and  Ttaytors  fhouid  be  pre  fen  t  and  Par- 

*  ties,  to  the  Scandal  and  great  Diflervice  of  the  King 

*  and  his  Realm. 
'  XV.  When  the  faid  Archbifhop  and  other  Traytors 

*  perceived  that  the  faid  Mayor  and  good  People  of 
■  London?  had  openly  refuted  in  the  Prefence  of  the  ■ 

*  King,  to  accomplifh  fuch  their  Treachery  and  lewd  • 

*  Purpofes,  touching,  the  Murder  of  the  faid  Lords  and 

*  Commons  :  They  then  by  fuch  their  traitorous  En- 

*  croachment  falfly  advifed  the  King,  and  fo  far  pre- 

*  vailed,  that  our  Lord  the  King  did  abfent  himfelf 

*  from  frm  Parliament  for  many  Days,  and  did  certify  • 

*  them,  That  he  would  never  Approach  the  faid  Parlia- 

*  ment,  nor  commune  with  the  faid  Lords  and  Com-  * 
1  mom  touching  the  Affairs  of  the  Realm,  for  any 
'  Danger,  Lofs,  or  Miichief  that  might  happen  to  him 

*  or  his  Realm,  unlefs  he  were  firft  allured  by  the  laid 

*  Lords  and  Commons,  that  they  would  not  lay  nor 

*  act  anv  thing  in  that  Parliament,  againft  any  of  the 

*  faid  Malefactors,  lave  only  in  the^  Procefs  which  was 

*  begun  againft  Michael  de  la  Pole :  All  which  was  to 

*  the  Dillervice  of  the  King  and  his  Realm,  and  con- 
'  mry  to  the  ancient  Ordinance  and  Liberties  of  Par-  ■ 
1  iiament. 

*  XVI.  The  faid  Lords  and  Commons  of  the  Realm, 

*  after  they  found  the  King's  Will  by  the  malignant 

*  Counfel  and  Excitement  of  the  faid  Arcbbifhop  and 

*  other  Trailers  to  be  fuch,  that  he  would  not  lufftr 
e  any  Thing  to  be  commenced,  profecuted,  or  done 

*  againft  the  faid  Malefactors  and  Traitors  j  were  pleafed 

*  to  acquiefce,  and  not  proceed  therein  any  further  a- 

*  gainrt  his  Plea Jure.  And  afterwards  in  the  faid  Pari ia- 
e  ment,  taking  the  Advice  and  Counfel  of  all  theLords, 

*  Judges,  an  J  other  Sages  and  Commons  of  the  £aid 

*  Parliament,  hew  the  Eftate  of  the  King  and  his  Roy- 

*  alty,  might  bell  be  preferved  from  the  Perils  and  Mif- 

*  chiefs  aforefatd,  could  not  find  any  apter  Expedient, 

*  than  to  ordain,  that  Eleven  of  the  loyal  and  fage 
?  Lords  ot  the  Land,  ftyuld  be  of  Council  to  the  King 

*  for 
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for  one  Year  then  next  ending  : 
fhould  be  made  during  that  Time,  a  Statute  and  Corn- 
miffion,  whereby  they  fliould  have  full  and  fufticient 
Power  to  order  Matters  for  the  Government  of  the 
King  and  of  the  Realm,  and  what  appertained  10  the 
King,  as  well  on  this  Side  as  beyond  [he  Seas :  And 
to  repel,  repair,  and  redrefs  whatever  fliould  have  been 
ill  done  againft  the  Ettate,  Honour  and  Profir  of  the 
King  and  Kingdom,  and  to  do  divers  other  Things 
necefTary  for  the  King  and  Realm,  as  in  the  Com- 
million  thereupon  iifucd,  and  remaining  of  Record  in 
Chancery,  is  contained.  And  that  no  Perfon  mould 
pfcfume  to  counfel  the  King,  or  any  Way  move 
him  againft  the  fa  id  Ordinance  and  Statute,  on  Pain, 
of  forfeiting  for  the  firft  Offence,  all  their  Goods  and 
Chattels,  and  Pain  of  Death  for  the  fecond  :  Such 
Expedient  and  Ordinance  to  be  made,  if  it  would  fo 
pleafc  the  King,  and  not  otherwife.  To  which  Or- 
dinance or  Statute,  all  the  Judges  of  the  Land  agreed, 
and  gave  their  Confent  unto,  and  Advice  for  the  lame, 
as  well  in  Prefenoe  of  the  King,  as  of  the  Lords. 
And  alfo,  our  Lord  the  King  did  fully  give  his  AJTent 
to  the  fame ;  and  thereupon  the  faid  Ordinance,  Sta- 
tute and  Commiflion,  were  made  and  accoidcd  unto 
by  the  Aflent  of  the  King,  and  of  the  laid  LorJs  and 
Judges,  and  other  Sages  and  Commons  aflembled  in 
that  Parliament,  for  the  Safety  of  the  King,  his  Roy- 
alty and  Realm.  And  yet  alter  the  End  of  the  laid 
Parliament,  the  aforcfaid  Traitors  and  Mjlefaclors  by 
fuch  their  evil  Encroachments,  falfly  and  traiteroufl/ 
did  inform  the  King,  That  the  faid  Ordinance,  Sta- 
tute and  Commiflion  were  made  in  Derogation  of  his 
Royalty  i  and  that  all  thofe  who  procured  or  advifed 
the  making  thereof,  or  counfelled  the  King  to  allenc 
thereunto,  were  worthy  of  Death  as  Traitors  to  the 
King. 

«  XVIL  That  after  this,  the  faid  Traitors,  the  Arch- 
bifhop,  £sV.  caufed  the  King  to  afl'emble  a  Council 
of  certain  of  the  Lords- Juftices  and  others,  without 
the  Aflent  or  Prefenceof  the  faid  Lords  of  the  great 
Council,  to  whom  they  made  many  Demands,  and 
very  much  fufpicious,  touching  divers  Matters,  where- 
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k.  Rkhird  Ut  *  by  the  King,  the  Lords  and  the  Common  People 
4  have  been  involved  in  moil  grievous  Trouble,  the 

*  whole  Realm  difquieted,  and  the  Hearts  of  many 

*  withdrawn  from  the  King,  faving  their  Allegiance* 

*  XV III.  To  accomplish  the  (aid  High-Treafons, 

*  the  laid  Traitors,  the  Archbiihop,  &c,  caufed  the 

*  King  to  go  with  fome  of  them  throughout  the  Midft 

*  of  his  Realm,  and  to  make  the  Lords,  Knights,  Ef- 
■  quires,  and  other  good  People,  as  well  in  Cities  and 

*  Boroughs,  as  in  other  Places,  to  come  before  him, 

*  and  there  to  become  bound,  fome  by  Obligation,  o- 

*  thers  by  their  Oaths,  to  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  to  be 

*  with  him  againft  all  People,  and  to  accomplifli  the 

*  Purpofe  of  the  King  which  at  that  Time,  was  to  ac- 
1  complilh  the  Will  and  Purpofes  of  the  faid  Malefae- 

*  tors  and  Traitors,  drawn  in  thereunto  by  their  falfe 

*  Contrivances,  Flatteries  and  Deceits :  Which  Secu- 

*  rides  and  Oaths  were  made  againft  the  good  Laws 

*  and  Ufages  of  the  Land,  and  contrary  to  the  Oath  of 

*  the  King,  to  the  great  Dishonour  of  the  King  and 

*  Kingdom  j  by  Means  of  which  Oaths  ib  inforced, 

*  the  whole  Realm  was  embroiTd  in  great  Murmurs  and 
*  *  Trouble  by  the  faid  Traitors,  and  in  Danger  to  have 

*  fuffered  divers  important  Mifchiefs. 

*  XIX.  To  in  force  their  Purpofes,  the  faid  Traitors 

*  caufed  the  King  to  abfent  himfelf  in  the  furtheft 

*  Parts  of  his  Realm,  to  the  Intent  that  the  Lords  ap- 

*  pointed  by  the  faid  Ordinance,  Statute  and  Com- 

*  miflion,  might  not  confer  and  advlfe  with  him  touching 

*  the  Affairs  of  the  Realm :  To  the  Interruption  and 

*  Hindrance  of  the  Purport  and  Effe&  of  the  faid  Sta- 

*  tute  and  Ccmmiflion,  and  great  Prejudice  of  the  King 

*  and  Realm. 

*  XX.  The  faid  Malefactors  and  Traitors,  after  they 

*  had  eftranged  both  the  Perfon  and  good  Wili  of  the 

*  King,  from  the  faid  Lords  fo  commiffioned,  and  that 

*  he  efteem'd  them  Traitors  and  Enemies  \  and  that 

*  they  had  obtain'd  the  Opinions  of  the  Judges  fuited 

*  to  their  wicked  Purpofes,  did  agree  and  delign,  That 

*  feveral  of  the  Lords,  and  alfo  divers  loyal  Commons, 

*  mould  be  firft  arretted  and  then  indicted  in  London 

*  and  in  Mddlefex,  and  by  falfe  Inquefts  attainted  of 

*  certain  Trealbns  falfly  imagined  againft  them,  and 

*  fo 
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fo  put  to  fliameful  Death  :  To  which  Purpofe  they  K.  Rich«4  II, 
had  procured  an  evil  and  falfe  Peribn  of  their  Cbn- 
fpiracy,  called  Thomas  VJk,  to  be  Under-SherifT,  by 
whofe  Means  the  faid  falfe  Inquefts  were  to  be  taken, 
and  the  wicked  Defign  accompliflied  by  Colour  of 
Law.  And  for  the  more  compleat  effecting  thereof, 
they  cau fed  the  King  to  fend  his  Letters  of  Credence 
by  John  Rypon  a  falfe  Clerk,  and  one  of  their  Crew, 
directed  To  the  Mayor  of  London,  That  he  mould 
fetze  the  Duke  of  Gheefter,  and  others  therein 
named,  to  be  indicted  for  certain  Treafons,  in  fuch 
Manner  as  the  faid  Nicholas  Brembre  the  falfe  Knight, 
and  John  Blake,  who  were  thereof  fully  informed, 
fhould  direct :  By  Vertue  of  which  Letters  of  Credence, 
Brembre  and  BMe  carried  to  the  Mayor  the  faid 
falfe  Indictment,  commanding  him  on  Behalf  of  the 
King,  that  to  his  Power  he  mould  promote  the  fame  : 
And  alfo  they  ordered,  that  a  ftrons;  Watch  mould 
be  fet,  to  feize  the  Duke  cf  Lamajler  upon  his  firft 
Arrival. 

*  XXL  The  faid  Traitors  having  traiteroufly  infor- 
med the  King,  that  he  mould  believe  that  the  faid 
Ordinance,  Statute  and  Com  million,  were  made  in 
Derogation  of  his  Royalty  and  Prerogative  ;  did  fur- 
ther perfuade  him,  that  the  fame  was  made  with  an 
Intention  to  degrade,  and  finally  to  depofe  our  Lord 
the  King :  And  perceiving  that  thereby  he  look'd  up- 
on his  loyal  Lords  as  Traitors  and  Enemies  \  they 
yet  further  advifed  him,  that  by  all  Means  poflible, 
as  well  by  the  Power  of  his  own  Liege  People,  as 
by  the  Force  of  his  Enemies,  the  French  and  others, 
he  mould  deftroy  and  put  to  Death  the  faid  Lords 
and  others,  that  a  flatted  to  the  making  of  the  laid 
Ordinance,  and  that  the  fame  might  be  done  fo  pri- 
vily that  none  mould  know  of  it  till  it  was  done. 

*  XXII.  In  order  to  thefe  Treafons,  by  their  Coun- 
fels  they  cau  fed  the  King  to  fend  Letteis  to  his  Ene- 
my the  French  King,  fome  by  Nicholas  Southwell 
Groom  of  Ivs  Chamber,  and  others,  by  other  Perfons 
of  bafe  Condition*  as  well  Aliens  as  Demzonst  requi- 
ring and  praying  the  faid  French  King,  that  he  would 
#rjs  ai!  hU 'Power  and  Covin  lei,  vi  and  aflift  our 
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K.  Rkhud  ii.  <  Lord  the  King,  to  deftroy  and  put  to  Death  the  faid 

*  Lords  and  others,  whom  they  had  fo  falfly  repre- 

*  fented  as  Traitors,  to  the  great  Difturbance  of  the 
.  *  whole  Realm. 

*  XXII I.  That  ufurpingto  themfelves  Royal  Power, 
«  they  caiifed  the  King  to  promife  the  French  Kipg  by 

*  his  Letters  Patents  and  Meflages,  for  fuch  his  Affi- 

*  fiance,  to  accomplifh  the  faid  Treafon  and  Murder,  to 

*  give  and  furrender  to  the  laid  French  King,  the  Town 

*  and  Caftle  of  Calais,  and  divers  other  Forts  and  Pla- 

*  ces;  as  BrefirCherburgh,  and  others,  &c.  to  the  great 

*  DHhonour,  Trouble  and  Prejudice  of  the  Realm. 

*  XXIV.  That  after  this  traiterous  Contrivance,  it 

*  was  agreed  between  our  Lord  the  King  and  the 
*■  French  King,  by  the  Inftigation  and  Influence  of 

*  thefe  Traitors,  that  a  Parley  or  Interview  mould  be 

*  had  in  the  Marches  of  Calais,  and  a  Truce  of  five 

*  Years  between  the  Realms  of  England  and  France  :  At 

*  which  Interview,  by  Treachery,  the  faid  Lords  and 

*  others  whom  the  King  took  for  Traitors,  attending 
* .  him  thiiher,  mould  there  be  jlain.    In  order  to  which 

they  procured  feveral  Letters  of  lafc  Conduct  from 
«  the  laid- French  King,  for  the  faid  Duke  of  Ireland's 
going  into  France,  to  accomplilh  this  ill  Purpofe  and 

*  Treafon,  which  Letters  are  ready  to  be  Oiewn. 

*  XXV.  That  the  faid  Bremlre,  by  the  Aflent  and 

*  Counfel  of  the  faid  other  Traitors,  did  come  into 

*  London*  and  without  the  Aflent  or  Knowledge  of  the 

*  King,  did  caufe  all  the  Companies  of  the  City  to  be 
c  fworn,  to  hold  and  perform  divers  Matters,  as  they 

*  are  contained  in  the  faid  Oath,  which  is  oT  Record 

*  in  Chancery  :  And  amongft  other  Things,  that  they 

*  mould  hold  with  and  maintain  the  Will  and  Purpofe 

*  of  the  .King  to  their  Power,  againft  all  that  are  or 

*  fhall  be  Rebels,  or  contrary  to  his  Perfon,  or  Royal 
c  Pleafure  :  And  that  they  mould  be  ready  to  deftroy 

*  all  thofe  which  do  or  mall  purpofe  Treafon  againft 

*  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  in  any  Manner ;  and  fee 

*  ready  with  their  Mayor  to  refill  during  Life,  all  fuch 
f  Traitors*  At  which  Time  the  King,  by  the 
'  Mif-information  of  the  faid  Evil-doers  and  Traitors, 

*  ?  rid  b;  the  falfe  Anfwers  of  the  Judges,  did  firmly 

•  hoJ4 
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c  hold  the  raid  Lords  and  otheis,  who  a  (Tented  to  ihe  K.  Richard  i 

*  making  of  the  fa  id  Ordinance,  Statute  and  Com- 

*  miflion,  to  be  Rebels,  Traitors,  and  Enemies  unto 

*  him :  By  all  which,  the  faid  Traitors  endeavoured  to 
8  flir  up  the  faid  People  of  London^  to  deftroy  the 

*  laid  Lords  and  other  loyal  Subjecls. 

*  XXVI.  The  faid  Brtmbre  and  other  Traitors  to 

*  the  King  and  Realm,  ufurping  to  thcmfelres  Royal 

*  Power,  did  of  their  own  Authority,  without  any 

*  Warrant  from  the  King  or  his  Great  Council,  cauie 

*  Proclamation  to  be  made  through  the  City  of  London^ 

*  That  none  of  the  Liege  Subjects  of  our  Lord  the 

*  King,  mould  fuftain,  comfort,  or  aid  Richard  Earl  of 

*  Arundel  and  Surrey,  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  King's 
'  Great  Council,  during  the  faid  Commiffion  %  nor 

*  fell  him  any  Armour,  Victuals,  or  other  Necefiaries, 

*  on  Pain  of  being  proceeded  againft  as  Rebels,  carry- 

*  ing  about  and  mewing  a  Patent  of  the  King's,  but 

*  of  another  Tenor ;  the  better  to  compafs  fuch  their 
6  falfe  Proclamation* 

'  XXVII.  They  alfo  caufed  it  to  be  cried  and  pro- 

*  claimed  in  the  City  of  London,  That  no  Perfon  mould 

*  be  fo  harJy  as  to  prefume  to  fpeak  any  ill,  or  utter 

*  any  Word  or  Expreflion  againfl;  them  the  faid  Male- 

*  factors  and  Traitors,  or  any  of  them,  on  Pain  of  for- 
6  feiting  all  they  had  j  which  was  an  Encroachment 

*  on  the  Royal  Power, 

*  XXVIII.  The  faid  Archbifhop,  Chief  Juftice,  and 
1  other  Traitors,  caufed  the  King  to  command  bis 

*  Council  to  make  certain  Perlons  throughout  England 
'  Sheriffs,  who  were  named  to  him  by  them  the  laid 

*  Traitors,  with  an  Intent  to  get  fuch  Perfons  as  they 

*  fhould  name  return'd  for  Knights  of  the  Shire  to  ferve 

*  in  Parliament }  and  to  keep  out  from  thence  Gentle- 

*  men  good  and  loyal,  againfl  the  good  Laws  and  Cu- 

*  ftoms  of  the  Land 

*  XXIX.  The  faid  Traitors,  during  the*Time  that 
1  the  King  had  Jo  taken  both  Parties  into  his  Protection 

*  as  aforefaid,  diJ  falfly  counfel  and  prevail  with  the 

*  King  tocommmd  by  his  Letters  divers  Knights  and 
'  Efquires}SherfTs,  and  other  Mini  tiers  of  feveral  Coun- 

*  ties,  to  levy  Men,  and  alterable  all  their  Power,  to 

*  join 
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%4  Richard  IL  *  join  wtth  the  faid  Duke  of  Ireland*  againft  the  fai 

*  three  Lords  now  appealing,  fuddenly  to  make  Wa 

*  upon  and  deftroy  them. 

*  XXX.  During  the  Time  of  the  fame  Protection 

*  they  caufed  the  King  by  bis  Royal  Letters,  to  fignif 

*  to  the  faid  Duke  of  Ireland^  not  only,  that  he  and 

*  others  were  appealed  of  Treafon  as  afore&id  j  but  ai 
1            *  fo  that  he  fliould  have  fufficient  Power  to  guard  him 

«  and  come  with  him  to  the  King.    And  afterwards 

*  caufed  him  to  write  again  to  the  laid  Duke  of  Ireland^ 

*  that  he  mould  take  the  Field  with  all  the  Forces 

*  could  aflemWe  ;  and  that  the  King  would  meet  him 

*  with  all  his  Troops,  and  would  expofe  and  venture  his 

*  Royal  Pcrfon  :  And  that  the  King  was  in  great  Peril 

*  for  himfelf  and  his  Realm,  unlefs  fuccoui'd  and  aided 

*  by  the  faid  Duke  :  And  that  the  faid  Duke  fhould 

*  (hew  and  declare  to  all  the  People  aflembled  wit 

*  him,  That  the  King  would  bear  and  pay  all  Debts 
«  and  Cofts  of  the  faid  Duke  of  Ireland,  and  all  that 
«  joined  with  him,  By  vertue  of  which  Letters,  and 
c  the  evi!  and  traiterous  Inftigation  as  well  of  the  faid 
<  Duke,  as  of  his  Adherents  and  other  Traitors,  the 

*  faid  Duke  of  Ireland  did  actually  levy  and  aflemble 

*  great  Numbers  of  Men  at  Arms,  and  Archers,  as 
«  well  of  the  Counties  of  Ldncajlert  Chefinre  and  JVales> 

*  as  of  other  Places  of  the  Realm,  in  warlike  Manner, 

*  to  deftroy  and  put  to  Death  the  faid  Lords,  who  had 

*  conferred  to  the  making  the  faid  Ordinance,  Aft  o 

*  Parliament  and  Com  minion,  in  Defence  of  the  King 
«  and  Realm. 

*  XX XL  That  having  thus  traiteroufly  levied  For- 
1  ces,  the  faid  Duke  marched  with  them  through  the 

*  Midft  of  England^  and  ufurping  the  Royal  Power, 

*  did  caufe  the  King's  Banner  to  be  difplayed  before 

*  him,  contrary  to  the  Eftate  of  the  King,  and  of  his 
■  Crown,  In  which  March  the  faid  Duke  and  his  Ac- 
1  complices  were  by  the  Grace  of  God  difturbed,  and 

*  prevented  from  their  evil  Purpofcs. 

*  XXXII.  That  the  faid  Duke  of  Ireland,  by  the 

*  Counfel  and  Abetment  of  the  reft  of  the  forenamed 
1  Traitors,  encroaching  to  himfelf  the  Royal  Power, 
'  without  the  ufual  Com  million  of  the  King,  or  othej 

*  fufficient 
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*  fufficient  Warrant,  did  make  himfelf  Juftice  of  Che-  K<  ukh*ti  U. 

*  jUry  by  him  and  his  Deputies  to  hold  there  all  Man- 

*  ner  of  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  and  thereupon  to  give 

*  Judgment  and  award  Execution  :  And  alfo  caufed 

*  divers  original  and  judicial  Writs  to  be  fealed  with 

*  the  Great  Seal  of  the  King  in  that  Behalf  ufed :  And 

*  thereby  compell'd  a  great  Part  of  the  People  of  thole 

*  Counties  to  join  with  him,  or  other  wife  put  fome  of 

*  them  to  grievous  and  tormenting  Death,  imprifoned 

*  fome,  and  feized  the  Lands  of  others,  fcfV.    And  all 

*  this  to  make  War  and  deftroy  the  faid  Lords,  and 

*  other  loyal  Subjects  of  the  King,  and  againit  the 

*  Defence  of  the  Realm, 

*  XXXIII.  That  the  faid  Trait ora  have  caufed  the 

*  King  to  grant  great  Retinues  to  divers  People,  and 

*  give  them  Badges  and  Enfigns  otherwife  than  ever 

*  was  ufed  in  the  Time  of  any  of  his  Progenitors »  and 

*  this  with  Defign  to  gain  greater  Power  to  accomplim 

*  their  Treafons. 

*  XXXIV.  Fully  to  compleat  all  fuch  their  before- 

*  mentioned  and  other  Treafons,  and  to  make  the 

*  King  wholly  confide  in,  and  rely  upon  them  and 
'  their  Counfels,  they  caufed  the  King  to  call  before 

*  him  divers  Juftice*  and  People  of  the  Law  ;  that  is 

*  to  fay,  Robert  Trefylian9  Robert  Belknap^  John  Caryt 
4  John  Hohy  Roger  Fulthorp^  IVil&am  Burgh,  fix  Ju- 

*  ft  ices,  John  Ltxkton  Serjeant  at  Law,  and  John  Blake: 

*  Of  whom  he  did  by  the  Contrivance  of  the  faid  Trai- 

*  tors  demand,  Whether  the  before- mentioned  Act  of 

*  Parliament  and  Commiffion  were  made  in  Deroga- 

*  tion  of  his  Royalty  and  Prerogative,  or  not?  and 

*  feverai  other^Queftions ;  to  which  they  anfwered  in 

*  Manner  and  Form  before  fee  forth,  csVv 

This  Impeachment  was  exhibited  the  3d  of  Febru- 
ary f  being  the  firft  Day  of  the  Pari  ia  men  r,  when  the  pr(Wdirt-, 
Lords  Appellants  alfo  affirmed,  *  They  were  ready  to  thereupon. 

*  prove  every  Article  of  it,  as  fhould  be  awarded  in 

*  Parliament,  to  the  Honour  of  God,  and  the  Ad- 
«  vantage  and  Profit  of  the  King,  and  the  whole  Re- 

*  aim/ 

Whereupon  all  the  Ferfons  Appeal'd,  were*  by  Com- 
mand 
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K-  JUJurd  ii,  mand  of  the  King  and  Lords,  folemnly  fummon'd 
the  Great  Hall  at  Weftminjier^  as  alfo  at  the  Gates 
the  faid  Palace,  to  come  in  and  anfwer  the  faid  Af 

S Hants  ;  but  upon  their  N on -Appearance,  the  iaid 
uke  and  Lords  Appellants  pray*d*  that  their  De- 
fault might  be  recorded.  Then,  upon  the  faid  Appel- 
lants alledging,  that  the  Accufed  had  full  Notice  of  the 
faid  Appeal  (a),  and  the  King  and  Lords  being  fatisfied 
it  was  fo,  by  Reafon  they  did  not  appear,  their  De- 
fault was  recorded  accordingly  ;  whereupon  the  faid 
Duke  and  Earls  Appellants  prayed  the  King  and  Lords, 

*  That  they  might  be  adjudged  and  convicted  of  the 

*  Treafons  contnin'd  in  the  faid  Appeal  j  *  Then  the 
King  commanded  the  Lords  to  examine  the  Articles 
feverally,  which  they  did  with  great  Labour  and  Di- 
ligence,  until  the  13  th  of  February. 

During  this  Interval,  the  Jul! ices,  Serjeants,  and 
other  Sages  of  the  Law,  both  of  the  Realm,  and  of 
the  Civil  Law,  were  charged  by  the  King  to  gUe  their 
faithful  Advice  to  the  Lords  of  Parliament,  how  they 
ought  to  proceed  in  the  laid  Appeal.    Who  anfwer'd, 

*  That  they  well  understood  the  Tenor  of  the  faid 
■  Appeal  $  and  affirm'd,  that  it  was  not  made  nor 

*  hrought  according  as  the  one  Law  or  other  requir'd. 
Upon  which,  the  faid  Lords  of  Parliament  having  ta- 
ken Deliberation  and  Advice,  it  was  by  the  Aflent  of 
the  King,  with  their  common  Accord  declared,  1  That 

*  in  fo  high  a  Crime  as  is  laid  in  this  Appeal,  and  which 

*  touches  the  Perlon  of  the  King,  and  the  Eifores  of 

*  this  Realm,  and  is  perpetrated  by  Perfons  who  are 
4  Peers  thereof,  together  with  others,  the  Caufe  cannot 

*  be  tried  elfewhere,  but  in  Parliament,  nor  by  any 

*  other  Law,  or  Court,  except  that  of  Parliament; 
1  and  that  it  belongs  to  the  Lords  of  Parliament,  and 

*  to  their  free  Choice  and  Liberty,  by  ancient  Cuftom 
4  of  Parliament,  to  be  Judges  in  fuch  Cafes,  and  to 

*  iudge  of  them  by  the  Allen  t  of  the  King ;  and  thus  it 

*  fhalJ 


(a)  A  Proclamation,  alio,  upon  the  Appeal  of  the  Lords,  was  first 

by  the  King  to  all  the  Sheriffs  in  England,  commanding  the  accuf  ' 
Lord  ,  & e,  to  apptnt  and  anfwer  to  the  Charge  at  the  enfuing  Pari 
ment-        Dfcttd  at  M'ejltninlier,  January  4th. 

l*d.  A«£.  Tm.  VII.  P,  5*7. 
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(hall  be  done  in  this  Cafe,  by  Award,  of  Parliament,  k.  Richard  11. 

*  becaufe  the  Realm  of  England  is  not,  nor  ever  was 

*  (neither  is  it  the  Intent  of  the  King,  and  Lords  of 

*  Parliament,  that  it  fhall  ever  be  J  rul'd  or  govern'd 
8  by  the  Law  Civil  i  and  therefore  it  is  not  their  In- 

*  tent,  other  wife  to  proceed  in  fo  high  a  Cafe  as  this 
'  Appeal,  which  cannot  be  try'd  or  determin'd  any 
e  where  elfe  than  in  Parliament ;  ilnce  the  Procefs  or 

*  Order  ufed  in  Inferior  Courts,  is  only  as  they  are  en-  1 
r.  trufted  with  the  Execution  of  the  Ancient  Laws  and 

*  Cu  (loins  of  the  Realm,  and  the  Ordinances  and  Ella- 

*  Jrfifhnients  of  Paihament ;  and  it  was  the  Judgment 
c  of  the  Lords  of  Parliament,  by  Aflent  of  the  King, 

*  that  this  Appeal  was  well  and  duly  brought,  and  the 

*  Procefs  upon  the  fame  was  good  and  effe&ual,  ac- 
*.  cording  to  the  Laws  and  Courfe  of  Parliament,  and 
'  by  which  they  will  award  and  judge  it,*  i 

Upon  this,  the  Appellants  again  moved  the  King 
and  Lords  to  record  their  Default ;  and  that  Nicholas 
Brembnt  who  was  the  only  Perfon  in  Cuftody,  might 
be  brought  to  anfwer.  Then  the  other  Perfons  Ap- 
pealed were  again  fummon'd  to  come  in  and  make  An- 
fwer, but  they  did  not  appear ;  nevenhelefs  the  King 
and  Lords  took  Time  to  deliberate  'till  next  Day,  be- 
ing the  5th  of  February ,  at  which  Time  the  faid  Ap- 
pellants again  pray'd,  that  the  Default  of  the  Appcahd 
might  be  recorded  ;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

After  which,  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury^  in  Be- 
half of  himlejf,  and  all  other  the  Suffragan  Bifhops, 
with  the  Abbots,  Priors,  and  other  Prelates,  holding 
of  the  King  by  Barony,  made  Protection,  and  deli- 
ver'd  it  in  Writing,  4  For  the  faving  of  their  Right  of  The  BiOicpi 
'  Peerage,  and  lilting  and  voting  in  Parliament,  not- withdraw,  but 

*  with  (landing  they  could  not  now  be  there,  by  reafon     c"tc'  th«" 

*  of  certain  Matters  then  in  Agitation,  at  which,  by   ot  aUoiu 

*  the  Canons,  they  could  not  be  perfonally  prefent.' 
The  like  Proteftacion  was  made  by  the  Btmops  of  Dur- 
ham and  Carlifle^  mutatis  mutandis  ;  which  Proteftati- 
on being  at  the  Inftance  of  the  Archbifbop,  and  other 
Prelates,  read  in  full  Parliament,  was  by  the  Command 
of  the  King,  and  Aflent  of  the  Lords  Temporal,  en- 
ler'd  in  the  Rolls  of  Parliament. 

Oa 
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k.  RichiH  ii.  On  the  13th  of  February^  the  King  and  Lords  of 
Parliament  being  met  again  in  the'  White- Hall,  the 
faid  Appellants  prayed,  that  the  laft  Default  of  the  faid 
Archbifhop,  Duke,  and  Earl,  with  Robert  Treft!iany 
ihould  be  recorded.  Then  the  Perfons  accu  fed  being 
again  fummoned,  the  third  Time,  and  not  appearing, 
the  Lords  proceeded  to  Judgment,  and  declared,  '  That 

*  divers  of  the  Ankles  therein  contain'd  were  Treafon, 

*  as  the  Firft,  Second,  Tenth,  Eleventh,  Fourteenth, 

*  Sixteenth,  Seventeenth,  Twenty  Second,  Twenty 
«  Third,  Twenty  Fourth,  Twenty  Ninth,  Thirtieth, 

*  and  Thirty  Firft  Articles ;  *  and  then  upon  due  Infor- 
mation of  their  Confidences  they  pronounced  the  faid ' 
Archbifhop*  Duke,  and  Earl,  with  Robert  Trcftliany 

*  To  he  notorioufly  guilty  of  each  of  the  laid  Articles 

*  that  concerned  them  ;  and  that  they  were  alio  ciilp- 

*  able  in  all  the  reft  of  the  Articles  contained  in  the  faid ' 

*  Appeal,  not  yet  deelarM  Treafon.' 

Then  in  Pretence  of  the  King,  and  Lords  aifembled, 
at  the  Day  and  Place  aforefaid,  the  faid  Duke  and  Earti 
Appellants  pray'd  the  King,  and  Lords  there  prefent, 

*  That  the  Perfons  fo  appealM,  as  aforefaid,  mould  be 
'  adjudged  convicted  of  the  High  Treafon  contain'd  in 

*  the  faid  Appeal.'  Wherefore  the  faid  Lords  of  Par- 
liament there  prefent,  as  Judges  of  Parliament  in  this 
Cafe,  by  A  (Tent  of  the  King,  pronounced  their  Sen- 
tence, and  did  adjudge  the  laid  Archbifhop,  Duke,  and 
Earl,  with  Robert  Trefil'anJ  fo  Apped'd  as  aforefaid, 

*  To  be  guilty  and  convicted  of  Treafon,  and  to  be 
The  ABp of  *  Drawn  and  Hang'd  as  Traitors,  and  Entm'm  to  the 
«ntC£^*  King  and  Kingdom,  and  that  their  Heirs  mould  be 
EjH  of  Suffolk,  4  disherited  for  ever,  and  their  Lands  and  Tenements, 

*  Goods  and  Chattels,  forfeited  to  the  King  ;  and  that 
'  the  Temporalities  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Tori  fhould 

*  be  taken  into  the  King's  Hands :  *  And  becaufe  the 
like  Cafe  had  not  been  leen  in  the  Kingdom,  concern- 
ing the  Perton  of  an  Archbifhop,  or  B'fhop,  the  Lord* 
would  ad  vile  by  the  Affcnt  of  the  King  what  they 
mould  belt  do,  for  the  Honour  of  God,  and  of  Holy 
Church,  and  the  Safety  of  the  Laws  of  the  Land, 
about  him. 

Then  the  Duke  and  Earls  Appellants  prayed  that 

Sit 
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Sir  Nicholas  Brembre  might  be  brought  to  anfwcr,  and  k.  Rkhirt  U« 
on  Monday  the  17  th  of  February ,  the  Conftable  of  the 
Tower  brought  him  into  the  Parliament,  where  the 
Articles  of  Appeal  were  read  before  him,  to  which  he 
pleaded  not  Guilty  in  any  Point,  and  faid,  £  he  was 

*  there  ready  to  make  good  what  he  faid  by  his  Body, 

*  as  a  Knight  ought  to  do.*   The  Lords  anfwereJ, 

*  Battle  did  not  lie  in  that  Cafe,  and  that  they  would 

*  examine  the  Articles  touching  the  faid  Nicholas*  and 

*  take  true  Information  by  all  true,  neceflary  and  con- 

*  venient  Ways,  that  their  Confciences  might  be  truly 
1  directed  what  Judgment  to  give  in  this  Cafe,  to  the 
1  Honour  of  God*  the  Advantage  and  Profit  of  the 

*  King,  and  his  Kingdom,  and  as  they  would  anfwer 

*  it  before  God,  according  to  the  Courie  and  Law  of 

*  Parliament/ 
During  this  Examination,  on  Wednefday  the  19th  of 

February,  Sir  Robert  IrefiUan  was  taken,  being  con- 
ceal'd  in  an  Apothecary's  Houfe  in  Pakce-Tard,  and  gjj*}^^*' 
brought  into  Parliament ;  who  being  afked  if  he  had 
any  Thing  to  fay  which  had  happen 'd  fince  Judgment 
had  palled  upon  him,  why  Execution  mould  not  be 
done  ?  and  he  having  nothing  to  fay,  it  was  comman- 
ded, *  That  he  mould  be  carried  to  the  Tower,  and 

*  from  thence  drawn  upon  a  Hurdle  thro'  the  City  of 
c  London,  to  the  Gallows  at  Tyburn,  and  there  to  hang 
■  by  the  Neck ;  and  that  the  Execution  mould  be  done 

*  upon  him  by  the  Mnrlhal  of  England,  taking  to  his 

*  Afliftance  the  Mayor,  Sheriffs  and  Aldeimen  of  Lon- 

*  don:*  And  he  was  executed  the  fame  Day  accor- 
dingly. 

On  the  Morrow,  which  was  the  20th  Day  of  Fe- 
bruary, Sir  Nicholas  Brembre  was  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  Lords  upon  diligent  Examination,  due  Alfo  Sir  Nid»- 
Proof  and  Information,  found  bim  alfo  guilty  of  High  hi  Brembre* 
Treafon,  and  they  awarded  by  Allent  of  the  King, 

*  That  as  a  Traitor,  and  open  Enemy  to  the  King 

*  and  Kingdom,  he  mould  be  drawn  and  hang'd,  his 

*  Heirs  for  ever  disherited,  and  his  Lands  and  Tene- 

*  ments,  Goods  and  Chattels  forfeited  to  the  King/ 
He  was  executed  on  the  fame  Day  accordingly, 
and  in  the  fame  Manner  as  was  Sir  Robert  Trefdian, 

It 
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It  was  then  refolv'd  to  be  the  Intention  of  i 
of  Parliament,  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  as  well  the 
Lords  Appellants,  as  all  others,  and  by  them  agreed, 
That  conjniering  the  tender  Age  of  the  King  before  tbat 
Time,  and  the  Innocency  of  his  Royal  Per  fin,  nothing 
contained  in  the  Appeal,  nor  in  any  Article  thereof ^  nor 
in  the  Judgment  given,  Jbiuld  be  accounted  any  Fault  or 
■  Dijbonefiy  in  his  Per/on,  in  any  Manner,  for  the  Caufes 
above/aid,  nor  Jhould  turn  in  Prejudice  of  his  Per  [on  by 
any  Contrivance  or  Interpretation  whatever ;  but  that  the 
jalje  Treajon  and  Default  abovefaid,  Jhould  be  charged 
upon  the  Appealed,  ana  that  the  Judgments  given  againfl 
them  fimld  have  full  Force  and  Vertue,  notwithfianding 
any  Thing  that  could  be  faid  or  alledged  to  the  contrary. 

On  the  ad  of  March,  Sir  Robert  Belknap,  late  Chief 
J  u  ft  ice  of  the  Common  Bench,  Sir  Roger  Fuhborp,  Sir 
.  John  Holt  and  Sir  IVdliam  Burgh,  late  his  Companions 
of  the  fame  Bench  ;  Sir  John  Cary,  late  Chief  Baron 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  John  Lock  ton,  late  Serjeant  to 
the  King,  were  accufed  and  impeach'd  by  the  Com- 
mons in  Parliament,  *  forputtmg  their  Hands  and  Seals 

*  to  the  Queftions  and  Anfwers  given  at  Nottingham 

*  as  aforcfaid,  by  the  Procurement  of  the  faid  appealed 
'  and  convicted  Perfons  of  Treafon,  to  cover  and 

*  affirm  their  High  Trcifons,        a  Copy  whereof 

*  was  exhibited  and  read  before  them,  and  that  Qtiefti- 

*  ons  were  anfwered,  as  was  lurmi  fed  by  the  Com- 

*  moms  in  the  faid  Copy  To  which  the  Appealed  re- 
plyed,  *  They  could  not  deny,  but  that  the  Queflions 

*  were  fuch  as  were  then  a  Iked  them,  but  the  Anfwers 

*  were  not  fuch  as  they  put  their  Seals  to. 

But  Sir  Rcbert  Belknap  pleaded  in  particular,  *  That 

*  the  Atchbifhop  of  York,  in  his  Chamber  at  IVindfor, 

*  told  him, that  he  had  deviled  and  drawn  up  the  Com- 

*  million  and  Statute,  whereby  the  Government  was 
c  wholly  taken  out  of  the  King's  Hands,  and  that  he 

*  therefore  h.ued  htm  above  all  Men,  and  that  if  he 

*  found  not  fome  Way  to  make  void  the  fiid  S  taint 

*  and  Commifiion,  he  fhould  be  flam  as  a  Traitor 
Ht  anfwer'd,  1  That  the  Intention  of  the  Lords,  ar 

*  iuch  as  afMcd  at  the  making  of  ihem,  was,  that  the 

4  ihou 
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1  mould  be  for  the  Honour  and  good  Government  or  K,  Richard  n. 

*  the  State  of  the  King  and  Kingdom  :  Thai  he  twice 
f  parted  from  the  King  diifotisfied,  and  was  in  doubt 

■  of  his  Life,  and  faid  thefe  Aniwers  proceeded  not 

*  from  his  good  Will,  but  were  made  againft  his  Mind, 

*  and  were  the  Effects  of  the  Threats  of  the  Archbi- 

*  fhop  of  lark,  Duke  of  Ireland,  and  Earl  of  Suffolk} 

*  and  that  he  was  iworn  and  commanded  in  the  Pre- 
f  fence  of  the  King,  upon  pain  of  Death,  to  conceal 
1  this  Matter,  as  the  Council  of  the  King  and  pray- 
ed, for  the  Love  of  God  he  might  have  a  gracious  and 
merciful  Judgment. 

Sir  John  Holt  alledged  the  fame  Matter  of  Excufe, 
and  made  the  fame  Prayer,  fo  did  Sir  tViil'iam  Burgh 
and  Sir  John  Gary ;  who  all  made  the  fame  Excufe, 
and  the  fame  Requefts,  as  did  alfo  Sir  Roger  Ful- 
thorp  and  John  Locktsn  Serjeant  at  Law. 

To  ail  which  the  Commons  anfwer'd,  *  They  were 

*  taken  and  holden  for  Sages  in  the  Law,  and  the  King's 

■  Will  was,  that  they  fhould  have  anfwer'd  the  Que- 

*  ftions  as  the  Law  was,  and  nor  otherwifc,  as  they 
6  did,  with  Defign  and  under  Colour  of  Law,  to  mur- 

*  ther  and  deihoy  the  Lords,  and  loyal  Lieges,  who 

*  were  aiding  and  affifting  in  making  the  Commiffion 
6  and  Statute  In  the  la  ft  Parliament,  for  the  good  Go- 

*  vernment  of  the  State  of  the  King  and  Kingdom  ;  * 
and  therefore  the  Commons  pray'd  they  may  be  adjud- 
ged ,  convidted  and  attainted  as  Traitors. 

Upon  which  the  Lords  Temporal  took  Time  to  exa- 
mine the  Matter  and  Circumftances  of  if  j  1  and  for 

*  that  they  were  prefent  at  the  making  of  the  faid  Sta- 

*  tute  and  Com  million,  which  they  knew  were  con- 

*  trived  for  the  Honour  of  God,  and  for  the  good  Go- 

*  vernment  of  the  State  of  the  King  and  whole  King- 

*  dom  i  and  that  it  was  the  King's  Will  they  fhould 

*  not  have  otherwife  anfwer'd  them  than  according  to 

*  Law,  and  had  anfwer'd  as  before  :'  They  were  by 
the  Lords  Temporal,  by  the  Aflent  of  the  King, 
judged  4  to  be  drawn  and  hang'd  as  Traitori,  their  Heirs  hang'd. 

diftierited,  and  their  Lands  and  Tenements,  Goods 
and  Chattel?,  to  be  forfeited  to  the  King.* 
The  next  Day  John  Blake  and  Thomas  Vjk  were 
Vol.  I.  K  k  brought 
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brought  into  Parliament ;  and  firft  John  Blah  was  im- 
peached by  the  Commons,  1  That  being  retained  of 

*  Council  for  the  King,  he  drew  up  the  Queftions,  to 

*  which  the  Ju  ft  ices  made  Anfwer>  and  contrived  with 

*  the  Perions  appealed,  that  the  Lords,  and  other  the 

*  King's  loyal  Lieges  that  cauftd  the  faid  CommnTion 

*  and  Statute  to  be  made  in  the  laft  Parliament,  (hould 
'  be  indicted  in  London  and  Middle/ex  for  Treaibn  ;  and 

*  'hat  they  mould  be  arretted,  and  traiteroufly  and  wtck- 
'  edly  murthered  ;  and  that  he  was  aiding  and  adviiing 

*  in  the  Treafons  aforefaid,  with  the  Appealed  already 

*  executed/ 

Then  Thomas  UJk  was  accufed,  1  for  procuring  him- 

*  felf  to  be  made  Under- Sheriff  of  Middle fext  to  the 
1  End  to  caufe  the  laid  Lords  and  loyal  Lieges  to  be 

*  arretted  and  indicted,  as  had  been  faid  before,  and'  was 

*  aiding  and  coun felling  the  Appealed  in  the  Treafons 

*  aforelaid/ 

John  Blah  anfwer'd,  '  That  he  was  retain'd  of 

*  Counfel  for  the  King  by  his  Command,  and  fwom 

*  to  keep  fecret  his  Advice,  and  whatever  he  did,  it 
c  was  by  the  King's  Command,  whom  he  ought  to  o- 

*  bey and  Thomas  UJk  gave  the  fame  Anfwer*  Where- 
upon the  Lords  Temporal  took  Deliberation  until  the 
Morrow,  when  the  faid  John  and  Thomas  were  again 
brought  into  Parliament ;  and  the  Lords  pronounced 
them  guilty  of  the  Things  whereof  they  were  accufed. 
And,  1  whereas  they  alledged  for  their  Excufe  the  King's 
'  Command,  it  made  the  Crime  the  greater,  for  that 

*  they  knew  well  that  the  Perfons  appealed  and  con- 
■  *  demned,  had  encroached  to  themfelves  Royal  Power  ; 

1  and  it  was  their  Command  and  not  the  King's 
Then  the  Lords  awarded,  by  AlTent  of  the  Kinw 

*  That  they  fhould  both  be  hanged  and  drawn  as  Traj 

*  tors  and  open  Enemies  to  the  King  and  Kingdo. 

*  and  their  Heirs  difherited  for  ever,  and  their  Lands 

*  and  Tenements,  Goods  and  Chattels,  forfeited  to  the 

*  King  j*  and  they  were  executed  the  fame  Day. 

On  the  6th  of  March ,  Sir  Robert  Belknap,  Sir  Roger 
Fuhfcrfa  Sir  John  Hah,  Sir  IVxlliam  Burgh,  Sir  John 
Cary  and  John  Litton,  were  brought  into  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  Lords  were  latisned,  8  That  they  were 

*  at 
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*  at  the  making  of  the  faid  Coramiflion  and  Statute  in  k.  Rkhird  n. 

*  the  laft  Parliament,  and  Sir  John  Cary  knew  well 

*  they  were  made  to  the  Honour  of  Qod,  and  the 

*  good  Government  of  the  State  of  the  King  and  the 

*  whole  Kingdom,'  vand  lb  on,  [as  in  the  at  her  Pro- 
ceffes]  and  they  had  Judgment  again  _,;>.<  fled  upon  them 
as  before.  But  at '  that  very  Time  qa  me  in  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury^  and  all  the  Bifhops  of  both  Pro- 
vinces, and  prayed  the  Lords  Temporal,  4  That  the  But  have  their 

*  Execution  as  to  their  Lives  might  be  refpited,  io  that Livcs  *"nted 
«-  they  might  obtain  their  Lives  of  the  King;'  Who  JJ^JJ  j£ 
thereupon  ordered  Execution  ihould  be  ftayed,  and  gran-  aopi, 

ted  them  their  Lives.    But  as  to  the  other  Part  of  their 
Sentence, 1  That  was  to  remain  in  Force,  and  their  Bo- 
'  dies  to  be  in  Prifon  during  the  King's  Pleafure  ;  un- 
*'  til  by  Advice  of  the  Lords  he  mould  direct  other  wife.' 

The  lame  Day  Thomas  Biihop  of  Chichejier  (a)  the: 
King's  Confellbr,  was  impeached  and  accufed  by  the  Com- 
mons, s  That  he  was  prefent  at  the  Places  and  Times 
1  when  the  faid  Queftions  were  put  to  the  Juftices,  &c. 

*  and   the  Anfwers   made,    and  excited   them  by 

*  Threats  to  anfwer  as  they  did,  and  knew  the  falfe 

*  Pur  poles  and  Treafons  dengn'd  by  the  Traitors  ad- 

*  judged,  and  aided  and  afiifted  them,  and  would  not 

*  make  Difcovery  to  any  of  the  Lords,  that  earned  the 

*  faid  Commifllon  to  be  made  Jaft,  Parliament,  where- 

*  by  Remedy  might  have  been  had  for  the  Safety  of  the 
4  King  and  Kingdom.'  To  which  the  Biftiop  anfwer'd, 

*  That  of  his  own  free  Will,  he  had  not  excited  them 

*  to  do  or  fay  any  Thing  j"  and  further  faid,  6  They 

*  were  not  excited  or  charged  to  fay  any  Thing  but 

*  what  the  Law  was ;  and,  touching  the  Concealment 

*  of  the  Treatbn,  he  had  made  fuch  Affurance  as  he 

*  could  not  difcover/    And  faid  further,  *  That  the 

*  Traitors  were  about  the  King,  and  had  fuch  Power 

*  over  him  before,  that  he  had  not  fo  great  Inter  eft  in 

*  the  King,  as  to  prevent  thofe  Mifchiefs  that  now  came 

*  upon  him/   The  Commons  reply 'd,  1  He  had  upon 

*  the  Matter  confefs'd  himfelf  guilty,  and  prayed  he 

*  might  be  attainted/  Upon  this  Anfwer  of  the  Bi- 
fliop,  the  Replication  of  the  Commons,  and  all  Cir- 

K  k  2  cum  fiances 

(a)  Thomas  RuJbot,k%  I*  Neve'j  Fefli  Eca  Angi 
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k.  Richard  IX.  cumftance?  of  the  Accufation,  the  Lords  took  Time- 
to  give  iuch  Judgment  as  might  be  for  the  Honour  of 
God,  and  Piofit  ot  the  King  and  Kingdom. 

On  the  izth  Si  men  Bur  Icy,  John  Biauckampof  Halt, 
John  Sali/bury  and  James  Berner$s  Knights,  being  brought 
into  Parliament,  th^y  wete  at  the  Inftance  of  the  Com- 
mOM  impeached, 

Thg  Articles  exhibited  againft  them  were  fixteen ; 
the  firft  Article  in  the  Appeal,  was  the  firfl.  Article  in 
the  former  Impeachment.  In  the  Second  Article  they 
were  accufed  *  as  Traitors  and  Enemies  of  the  King- 
1  dom,  lor  that  they  knew  of  all  the  Treafons  in  the 

*  Appeal  mentioned,  and  that  they  were  aiding,  affi  ft  ing, 

*  compelling  and  ancnting  to  all  the  Traitors  attainted ; 

*  and  that  Simm  Bur  ley  and  John  Beaucbamp  were 

'  Principal  Actors  in  all  the  laid  Treafons/  In  the  , 
Eighth  Article  they  were  accufed  *  for  confpiring  and 

*  defigning  with  the  five  Pcrfons  appealed,  to  deftroy 

*  and  put  10  Death  thofe  who  were  aflenting  to  the 

*  making  of  the  faid  Comnrflion  and  Statute  in  the 

*  Lift  Parliamen  t : '  To  which  they  all  pleaded  Not  Guil- 
ty. The  Commons  reply 'd,  *  they  were  guilt}',*  and 
the  Lords  tock  Time  to  examine  and  confider  the  Im- 
peachment. Upon  this,  and  the  Biftiop  of  Chichejler3* 
Impeachment,  the  Lords  Temporal  adjourn'd  till  the 
5th  of  Ma%  when  Sir  Simon  Burlcy  being  brought  into 
the  Parliament,  was  by  the  Lords,  after  due  and  fuffi- 
cient  Examination  and  Information,  found  guilty  of 
Tjeafon,  BeGdes  the  Articles  before-mention'd,  he 
was  chnrg\l  *  with  advifing  the  King  to  entertain  in 

*  his  Houfhold  great  Numbers  of  Aliens,  Bohemians 

*  and  others  j  and  to  give  them  large  Gilts  out  of  the 

*  Revenues  and  Profits  of  the  Realm,  whereby  the  King 
'  is  greatly  impoverimed,  and  the  People  otherwife  op- 

*  prefled/  For  which  he  was  fcnicne'd  -to  be  drawn 
SirS.Burieyi  sSr^  hang'd,  and  his  Head  cur  orT,  and  all  his  Lands  and 
J.  Bcaucham'p,  Tenements,  Goc>ds  and  Chattels,  to  be  forfeited  to  the 
*"d  sjr7* Bfr"  King.  Bur  his  Majelty  remitted  his  drawing,  hang- 
men tbc»aed,   ^  ^  quartering,  becaute  he  was  a  Knight  of  the 

Order  of  the  Garter,  fo  his  Head  was  oniy  fever'd  from 
his  Body  the  In  me  Day  upon  Towtr*HilL 

John  Sali/bury,  John  Beaucbamp  and  James  Servers^ 

Knight^ 
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Knights,  had  the  fame  Judgment  as  Sir  Simon  Barley,  k,  Richard  11 
but  the  two  latter  were  beheaded. 

At  the  fame  Time  was  the  Bifhop  of  Chubefter  fent 
for  into  Parliament,  where  the  Lords  Temporal  found 
him  guilty  of  Treafon,  as  it  was  hid  in  the  Impeach- 
ment, and  by  Aflent  of  the  King,  they  awarded  his 
Heirs  fhould  be  di(herited,.his  Lands,  Tenements,  Goods 
and  Chattels  forfeited  to  the  King,  and  the  Tempora- 
lities of  his  Bilhoprick  feized  into  the  King's  Hands ; 
but  as  to  his  Perfon,  the  Lords  would  advife  what  to 
do,  for  the  Honour  of  God,  and  Holy  Church,  and 
the  Safety  of  the  State  of  Prelacy,  and  of  the  Laws  of 
the  Land. 

Then  it  was  refolv'd,  '  That  this  Bifhop,  Sir  Robert  The  Bi(top  of 
■  Belknap^  Sir  Roger  Fultbcrp,  Sir  Jckn  Holt,  Sirchichefter  and 

*  William  Ifargb,  Sir  John  Cary,  and  John  L^ktm^f^{^ 

*  mould  be  all  fent  into  Ireland,  to  Jeveral  Caftles  and 

*  Places ;  there  to  remain  during  their  Lives (b).  Sir  Ro- 

*  bert  Belknap,  and  Sir  Roger  Ful thorp  to  be  allow'd 
'  forty  Pounds  a  Year  j  Sir  John  Bolt  and  William 

*  Burgh  forty  Marks  a  Year  ;  Sir  John  Cary,  and  John 
«  Jjkhm  twenty  Pounds  a  Year  of  the  King's  Gift, 
e  and  each  of  them  to  have  two  Servants  to  wait  on 
'  them  :  And  that  the  Bifhop  of  Chkhefier  fhould  have 

*  annually  forty  Marks  for  his  Suftenance  during  his 
4  Life,  if  any  of  his  Friends  would  give  it  him  (c)* 

Then  upon  a  Petition  of  the  Commons,  4  the  faid 

*  Ordinance  and  Commifiion  made  the  laft  Year,  were 

K  k  3  confirmed 

[t>)  The  King's  Writ  to  the  Guardians  of  his  Port  at  Cbejier,  &<i 
to  fuffer  the  baniflied  Judges  to  embark  and  fee  them  fettled  in  their  re- 
i'pedtive  Places  of  Banifhment  in  Ireland,  is,  a]fo,  in  the  Public  ARi  ; 
and  they  had  Allnwanccs  made  them  towards  the  Expencei  of  their  Paf- 
fagc,  out  of  the  Exchequer,  as  follows  ;  To  Sir  Join  RtU,  forty  Marks; 
to  Sir  Robert  Belknap,  forty  Pounds  j  to  Sir  Roger  Fulthorf  the  famu 
Sum  ;  to  Sir  William  Burgh,  forty  Marks  j  to  Sir  Join  Cary,  twenty 
Pounds,  and  John  Lochon,  Serjeant  at  Law,  twenty  Pounds.  The  An- 
potator  on  Safin,  Fal.  Edit.  P»  465,  (Note  to)  makes  thefe  fevevat 
Sums  an  annual  Penfion,  to  each,  tor  their  Maintenance  $  but  it  is  * 
Miftake,  as  appears  by  the  very  Rrcord  which  he  has  quoted,  viz. 

Sywtcr*$  Fad.  Tom.  VII.  P.  591. 

(c)  The  Earl  of  Suffolk  died  in  Exile  at  Paris,  bequeathing  fucH 
Riches  as  he  had  there  to  Robert  Duke  of  lrchnd,  whi>  lived  fomc  Year* 
Icpgex  in  Bajiifhnicuc,  and  at  hSi,  died  in  Brabant.    $fvcd'%  Ct/rsn.  604, 
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K.  Richard  II.  ■  confirmed,  and  likewife  all  that  was  done  in  that  Par- 

*  !iament ;  and  alfo  what  the  Duke  of  Ghucefier^  Earls 

*  at  JVarwtik*  Arundel^  Derby  ^  and  Marfhal,  or  any  of 

*  them  had  done,  or  any  of  their  Company,  or  their 

*  Adherents,  or  any  of  them,  by  their  Aflemblings, 

*  Ridings,  or  marching  in  Arms,  Appeals  or  Purfuits, 

*  as  Things  done  to  the  Honour  of  God,  the  Safety  of 

*  the  King,  Maintenance  of  his  Crown,  and  Support 

*  of  the  whole  Kingdom  ^  and  alfo  in  Purfuance  of  the 

*  fame  Petition,  had  a  full  Pardon  for  all  Things  that 

*  they  had  done  or  committed. 

Upon,  a  fecond  Petition  of  the  Commons,  «  all 

*  tbofe  that  had  been  of  the  Retinue,  Company,  Aid, 

*  Counfe!,  AfTent  or  Adherence  of  them  that  were  at* 
'  tainted  or  judged  in  this  Parliament,  for  all  Things 

*  they  had  done  were  pardoned,  except  thofe  therein 

*  named.* 

A  Third  Petition  was  delivered  by  them  in  the  fame 
Parliament,  *  That  the  Appeals,  Purfaits,  Accufations, 
1  Proceis,  .Judgments,  and  Executions  made  and  given 
e  in  this  Parliament,  fhould  be  approved,  affirmed  and 
'  eitabliftied,  notwithftanding  the  Lords  Spiritual  were 

*  abient  ;  and  that  by  Imagination,  Interpretation  or 

*  any  other  Means,  none  of  the  fame  be  reverfed,  bro- 
■  ken,  or  annulled  in  any  Manner  j  and  whofoever 
f  fhould  endeavour  to  break,  annul,  or  reverie  any  of 

*  them,  fhould  be  adjudged  to  have  Execution  as  a 
'  Traitor,  provided  always  that  this  Acceptance,  Ap- 

*  probation,  Affirmance  and  Eftablifhmentv  touching 

*  Appeals,  Purfuits,  Accuiations,  Procefs,  Judgments, 
'  and  Executions  be  in  Force  in  this  Cafe  only,  and 

*  that  they  be  not  drawn  into  Example  or  Conftquencs 
1  for  the  future.    And  divers  Points  were  declared  for 

*  Treafon  in  that  Parliament,  which  were  not  declared 
¥  by  Statute  before  j  yet  no  Juftice  fhould  have  Power 
c  to  give  Judgment  in  other  Cafes  of  Treafon,  nor  in 

*  other  Manner,  than  they  had  before  the  Beginning 

*  of  this  Parliament/ 

Another  Petition  was,  1  That  none  of  the  Traitors 
f  attainted  by  the  Appeal  or  Accufations  of  the  Com- 

*  mons  who  were  then  alive,  ihould  ever  be  reflored 

*  to  the  Law,  by  Pardon,  or  any  other  Manner,  fa- 
ying 
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*  ving  the  Grace  and  Pardon  that  was  made  in  this  K_  Richard  IT, 

*  Parliament ;  and  any  one  that  ihould  endeavour  to 

*  have  fuch  a  Thing  done,  fliould  be  judged,  and  have 
c  Execution  as  a  Traitor.* 

The  Anfwer  to  all  thefe  Petitions  was,  That  the  King 
by  the  Afifent  sf  the  Lords  and  Cmmns,  granted  their 
Petitions  in  ail  Points,  and  willed  bis  Grant  Jbould  be 
firm  and  ft  able  *  according  ts  the  Contents  of  the  Petit  torn  ^ 
without  Elemijh  for  tver. 

Then  the  Commons  prayed  the  King,  *  That  for 
'  the  fecuring  of  Peace  and  Quiet  for  the  future  in  all 

*  Paris  of  the  Nation,  that  he  would  pleafe  to  renew 
c  his  Coronation-Oath,  and  that  the  Prelates  might  re- 

*  new  their  Fealty,  and  the  Lords  Temporal  their 

*  Homage,  notwithstanding  they  had  done  it  before  ; 

*  which  was  alfo  alien  ted  to. 

The  Preparation  and  Introduction  to  this  Great  Ce- 
remony, was  with  the  Mafs  of  the  Holy-Ghoft,  fung  in  Thc  K-  m 
the  Church  of  fVejlminjJer,  on  the  3d  of  June*  being  n«v«  hts  Corona- 
the  twenty- firft  I>ay  of  the  Parliament.    After  Mafs      °«H,  and 
was  ended,  and  a  Sermon  preached  by  the  Archbifhop  jS^^SLtf 
of  Canterbury,  the  King  of  his  free 'Will  renewed  his  thl*  Parliament 
Coronation- Oath  with  great  Solemnity  in  the  faid 
Church  i  at  which  Time  the  Prelates  fwore  Fealty  to 
him,  and  the  Temporal  Lords  did  him  Homage  j  and 
then  the  Prelates,  Lords  and  Commons  openly  took  a 
new  Oath,  as  followeth : 

rOU  Jhall  fwear  that  you  will  not  ajfent,  nor  fujfer,  as 
much  at  in  you  lies,  that  any  Judgment,  Statute  or 
Ordinance  made  in  this  ptefint  Parliament ,  jhaU  in  any  j^r^00,£*  ort 
Manner  be  annulled,  reverjed,  or  appealed,  in  any  Time  ^Th™  wftdt 
to  come  j  and  further,  that  you  will  fuppovt  the  good  Laws  Revcrfi). 
and  Vfages  of  the  Kingdom,  and  to  your  Power  firmly 
keep  and  caufe  to  be  kept  the  good  Peace,  Quiet  and  Tran- 
quil ty  of  the  Kingdom,  without  dijlurbing^  it  in  any  Man* 
ner.    So  God  you  help,  and  the  Holy  Saints, 

Then  the  Arthbilhop  of  Canterbury,  and  Prelates  ex- 
communicated all  fuch  as  fhould  break  the  Peace  and 
Quiet  of  the  Realm,  and  do  contrary  to  this  Oath, 
which  was  not  only  taken  by  every  Member  of  both 

Houfes, 
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K.  Rirfurd  U.  Houfo,  but  alfo  impos'd  upon  all  Gentlemen,  and  dig- 
h\\  The  ivintipainified  Perfons  of  the  Clergy  in  alt  Counties  in  England ; 
Pcttom  in  the    and  upon  all  the  Mayors,  Bailiffs  and  Aldermen  of  Ci- 
-  lies'  Korou&hs'  and  Towns,  by  the  King's  Writ,  di- 

nwijlih,  ami  teftcH  to  the  Sheriff;  and  one  fpecial  Commiifioner  to 
the  Broker?     adminifter  ir. 

Hiftomns  the  Parliament  that  wrought  Wonder  sy  by  o- 
thers  the  merciiefs  Par  liament,  after  a  longer  Seffion  than 
any  we  have  yet  met  with,  having  fat,  with  a  fhort 
Prorogation,  near  five  Months.  The  three  Eftates  of 
the  Realm  parted,  fccmingly,  in  very  good  Humour  ; 
the  Lords  and  Commons  give  their  moft  humble  Thanks 
to  the  King  for  his  great  Juftice  done;  and  his  Maje- 
fty,  by  the  Chancellor,  returned  the  Complement  tor 
their  liberal  Grants.  After  which,  the  Knights  and 
Burgeflcs  were  order'd  to  fue  out  Writs  for  their  Ex- 
pence?. 

The  King,  notwithstanding  the  Severity  ufed  againfl 
his  Minifters  in  the  laft  Pdrttament,  thought  fit  to  call 
another  the  very  fame  Year,  on  the  Day  after  the  Na- 
Anno  %e°ri  i*.  tivity  of  the  Blefled  Virgin,  or  September  the  gth,  to 
•  ^tcl^3iid|e.  meet  at  Cambridge.  In  this  Parliament  there  was 
granted  to  the  King  half  a  Tenth  from  the  Clergy,  and 
half  a  Fifteenth  from  the  Laity  ;  in  Order  to  carry  on 
the  War  againfl  Scotland  for  the  next  Year. 

Mr  Collier  writes,  a  Fifteenth  was  given  by  the  Laity 
this  Parliament,  on  Condition  the  Clergy  would  grant 
a  Tenth.  But,  that  the  Archbifhop  and  his  Suffragans, 
looking  upon  this  Precedent  as  a  new  Incumbrance  up- 
on their  Property,  refufed  to  be  tied  to  it.  Upon  which 
the  Conditional  Claufe  was  thrown  out  of  the  Bill  {e)t 
There  were,  alfo,  feveral  new  Statutes  made  for  the 
common  Benefit  of  the  People,  and  others  renewed 
which  had  been  enaded  in  the  Time  of  Edward  TIL 
the  prefent  King's  Grandfather;  particularly,  the  Sta- 
tutes of  Labourers  and  Day- Servants  ;  of  Bailiffs  and  all 
Sheriff's  Officers ;  of  Provifors  again  ft  going  out  of  the 
Land  to  the  Pope,  to  procure  the  Grant  of  any  Bene- 
fices in  England  without  the  King's  Leave,  on  Penalty 

of 

\t)  CoUitr's  EaL  Hi/f.  VoJ.  L  P.  391. 
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of  being  put  out  of  his  Protection  ;  agamft  Beggars ;  and  Ki  j^chard  IL 
Tjgainft  riding  armed,  and  giving  of  Liveries  to  great 
Retinues ;  and,  laftly,  about  regulating  Apparel  fuitable 
to  every  Man's  diftinft  Rank  and  Quality,  This  laft 
Affair,  Knyghtcn  lays,  was  abfolutely  neceflary  at  that 
Time  \  for  there  was  fo  much  Pride  amongft  the  com- 
mon People  in  vying  with  one  another,  in  prefs  and 
Ornaments,  that  it  was  fcarce  poffible  to  diftinguifh  the 
Poor  from  the  Rich,  the  Servant  from  the  M  ifter,  or 
a  Prieft  from  another  Man.  The  whole  Statute  ufelf, 
relating  to  thefe  Things,  and  in  its  Original  Language, 
may  be  found  in  that  Author  (/). 

Affairs  went  on  very  quietly  for  fome  Time  ;  but, 
the  King,  coming  of  Age,  took  Occafion  to  declare  it 
in  Council  {g)y  and  told  them,  *  That  fince  he  was  ^ 

*  now  capable  of  managing  his  Inheritance  himfelf,  itcUj^8  hlraM  ©f 

*  was  not  fit  that  he  fhoutd  be  in  a  worfe  Condition  full  Age- 

*  than  any  Subjeft  in  his  Kingdom,  or  any  common 

*  Heir  to  an  Eftate.    It  is  well  known,  added  he,  that 

*  for  many.  Years  I  have  lived  under  your  Tutelage  and 

*  Governance,  and  for  the  Pains  you  have  taken  there- 

*  in  we  thank  you ;  but  now  having  attained  to  our 

*  legal  Age,  we  are  refolved  to  be  no  longer  in  Ward, 

*  but  to  take  the  Government  of  the  Realm  into  our 

*  own  Hands,  to  appoint  fuch  Officers  and  Minifters  as 

*  we  think  fit,  and  to  remove  others  at  our  Pleafure.* 
Accordingly,  to  give  them  a  Tafte  of  his  Power  and 
Authority,  he  removed  the  Chancellor  and  the  other 
great  Officers  from  their  Places:  He,  like  wife,  difmhTed 
his  Uncle  GhtejUr  and  the  Earl  of  Warwick  from  the 
Council  Board  ;  difplaced  the  Earl  of  Arundel  from  being 
Admiral,  tho*  entrufted  with  that  Charge  by  Parliament, 
and  gave  it  to  a  new  Favourite,  the  Earl  of  Huntington* 
In  ail  this,  fays  an  Author,  the  King,  tho*  he  was  at 
Age,  yet  fiiewed  himfelf  a  Minor  in  the  Art  of  Go- 
verning ;  by  making  fo  bad  a  Choice  of  new  Minifters 
and  Favourites,  as  in  a  fhort  Time  brought  the  Nation 
into  great  Confufion  (h). 

This 

(f)  Knygbton,  CJ.  2729,  &c,  There  is  only  the  Writ  for  fummoning 
the  Peers  to  this  Parliament  at  CatnBridgt)  dated  from  Oxford }  July  10, 
i  Q  Cotton  s  Abridgment ,  3  %"} . 

>)  Ibidem  t  GjA  2735,     Sir  John  Hajward,  P,  29* 
I)  Tyrrel,  P,  938. 
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This  Affair  happened  in  May,  1389,  and  the  fame 
Year  Writs  were  iflued  out,  dated  December  6th,  for 

,  the  calling  a  Parliament  lo  meet  at  Weflminfler,  about 
the  Middle  of  January  following.    Jvilliam  of  Witkr 

'  ham,  Bifhop  of  Winchefler^  the  new  Lord  Chancellor, 
by  the  King's  Command,  opened  the  Caufe  of  the  Sum- 
mons 10  the  Eftates,  ■  Declaring  the  King  to  be  of 

*  full  Age,  and  that  he  intended  to  govern  his  People 

*  in  Peace  and  Quiet  j  to  do  Juftice  and  Right  to  all 

*  Men  ;  and  that  both  Clergy  and  Laity  fhould  enjoy 

*  all  their  Liberties.    He  further  told  them,  that  the 

*  Kingdom  being  environed  with  Enemies  in  France, 
'  Spain,  and  Gulenne,  on  one  Side,  and  Scotland  and 

*  Ireland  of  the  other,  it  was  now  their  Bufinefs  to 
1  confult  which  Way  Peace  was  to  be  had,  or  a  pro- 

*  per  Defence  made  againft  them,    Like  wife,  how  an 

*  Aid  was  to  be  had  to  fuftain  the  Charges  thereof, 

*  without  which  nothing  could  be  done/ 

January  the  20th  being  the  4th  Day  of  this  Parliament, 
the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter  delivered  up  the  Seals  of  his 
Office  to  the  King,  before  both  Houfes  j  gs  did,  al- 
fo,  the  Bifhop  of  St  David%  being  Treafurer,  the 
Keys  of  the  Exchequer  ;  and  prayed  that  they  might  be 
difcharged.  After  which  Reiignation,  it  was  openly 
declared,  in  full  Parliament,  that  if  any  Perfon  could 
jullly  complain  of  any  illegal  Action,  or  any  Thing 
done  amifs  by  them  in  their  feveral  Offices,  they  might 
freely  do  it-  But  when  both  the  Lords  and  Commons 
anfwered,  e  That  they  knew  nothing  amifs  againft 

*  them,  and  that  they  bad  behaved  themfelves  well 

*  in  their  refpective  Offices,*  the  King,  thereupon,  de- 
livered back  the  Seal  and  the  Keys  of  the  Exchequer, 
to  the  aforefaid  Bifhops,  and  again  received  all  thofe  to 
be  bis  Coun  fellow  that  were  io  before,  together  with 
his  Uncles  of  Lancafter  and  Gkcefler.  However,  he 
thought  proper  to  make  a  Protejlation  that,  fir  my 
Thing  then  done  he  would  keep,  or  remove,  any  of  thofe 
Counfellon,  at  his  Pleafure. 

In  this  Parliament  the  King  created  John  Duke  of 
Lancafler,  Duke  of  Aquitaln  in  Normandy,  with  the 
Confent  of  the  Prelates,  Lords  Temporal  and  Com- 
mons j  to  hold  the  faid  Dukedom  of  the  King,  faving, 

only, 
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only,  to  his  Majefty,  as  King  of  France^  the  dire£t  Rkhwd  n* 
Dominion,  Superiority,  arid  Reflbrt  of  the  faid  Dutchy. 
The  Ceremony  was  performed  in  full  Parliament,  by 
inverting  him  with  a  Cap,  a  Coronet  and  a  Ducal  Rod* 
The  Duke  paid  Homage  to  the  King,  and  humbly 
thanked  him  for  the  great  Honour  he  did  him  ;  but  at  the 
fame  time  declared,,  that  tho'  he  could  not  maintain  the 
State  of  the  Dukedom,  in  Time  of  War,  without  the 
Aid  of  the  King  and  Realm,  however  he  would  do 
what  he  could,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  %>wer.  Where- 
upon, the  King  told  the  Duke,  that  the  Charges  mould 
be  born  as  he  and  his  Council  could  agree.  To  which 
the  Commons  willingly  a  C  en  ted  (/). 

At  this  Time,  alio,  by  Confent  of  Parliament,  the 
King  created  Edward,  eldefl  Son  to  the  Duke  of  Torky 
Earl  of  Rutland ;  and  gave  him,  towards  the  Support 
of  this  Dignity  and  during  his  Father's  Life,  eight  hun- 
dred Marks,  yearly,  ifluing  out  of  the  Cattle,  Town  t  , 
and  Demefnes  of  Okebam  in  that  County,  with  the 
Office  of  Sheriff. 

The  two  Archbifhops  of  Canterbury  and  Torhy  for 
themfelves  and  the  whole  Clergy  of  their  Provinces, 
made  Proteftation,  in  open  Parliament,  that  they  neither ■  The  Biflmp* pro- 
intended  or  would  aflent,  to  any  Statute  or  Law  to  be uwX^Si- 
made  againft  the  Pope's  Authority  ;  which  Pr&teftatun,  inP  the  Pope** 
at  their  Requeft  was  entered  upon  the  Roll  {k).  Pow<*. 

Some 


(/)  The  Stile  of  the  Duke  of  Lancojler,  after  this  wis,  John,  the  Son 
if  the  King  of  England,  Duke  fl/"Guiennc  or  Aquitain,  and  Laneafler, 
Earl  of  Derby,  Lincoln  and  Lriccfter,  and  Steward  of  England.  Cotton  343. 

(i)  It  appears  by  the.  King's  Writ,  directed  to  the  Archbithop  of  Caj»- 
ttrbury  preferred  in  the  Public  At7st  under  this  Title,  Contra  Nevi tales 
et  Impefitiones  Pap&htf  that  an  Inhibition  was  ilTucd  out  againft  thofc  Ex- 
actions, and  the  penalty  etprefled,  as  by  AQ  of  Parliament,  that  the 
Collectors  of  them  ft  mild  be  adjudged  and  fufter  Death  as  Tray  tors.  This 
Writ  is  dated  Otlobrr  20.  Anno  Regai  13.  13*9.  Feed.  Jag.  Tom  VII* 
P.  644. 

In  this  Parliament,  alfo,  the  Statute  of  Providers,  made  Anno  25  or  29. 
Edna.  HI.  was  confirmed,  and  the  Forfeiture  of  him  that  Ibould  accept  a. 
Benefice  contrary  to  the  Statute. 

Statutes  at  Large  13  Rich  II.  Collier's  Ece.  Hift.  Vol.  1,  p.  592. 

By  another,  (Cap.  3.)  There  is  a  Penalty  awarded  againft  him  that 
bringeth  a  Summon!  or  Excommunication  againft  any  Peribft  upon  the 
Statute  of  Prwijorif  and  of  a  Prelate  executing  it,  Uidtm, 
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k.  Richard  ii.  Some  Hiftorians  write  that  an  Act  was  paffed  in  this 
Parliament,  which  amongft  other  Things,  prohibited 
the  King  from  extending  his  Pardon  to  any  Perfons 
convided  of  Murther ;  and  a  Penalty  awarded  againft 
any  that  fhould  follicite  the  King  thereto,  viz.  That 
it*  it  was  a  Duke  or  Archbilhop,  he  fhould  forfeit  to  the 
King  one  thoufand  Pounds ;  if  an  Earl,  or  Bifhop,  one 
thoufand  Marks,  &c.  But  the  greateft  Part  of  this  is  a 
Miftake ;  and  the  Matter  was  thus.  The  Commons 
having  obferved  fhat  the  King's  Pardons  were  an  En- 
couragement to  Murders,  Treafons,  and  Rapes,  peti- 
tioned the  King  that  he  would  oblige  hvmfelf  not  to 
grant  any  Pardons  for  thofe  Crimes,  The  King  rc- 
rufed  ;  by  Reafon  he  would  not  depiive  his  Crown  of 
a  Branch  of  Prerogative  which  his  Anceftors  had  ever  en- 
joyed :  but  yet  he  agreed  to  pafs  an  A£,  in  EflecT:  the 
fame,  *  That  in  all  Pardons*  which  ,  he  granted,  the 

*  Crime  fhould  be  fpecified  ;   the  Perfon's  Name,  at 

*  whofe  Suit  it  was  granted,  endorfed  ;  and  the  Penalty 
6  on  thofc  who  procured  fuch  a  Pardon  as  above  relat- 

*  cd.*  So,  rho*  the  King  had  dill  his  Power  To  pardon, 
vet  theSollicirors  for  them  were  fodifcou raged  that  their 
Number  was  much  reduced  ;  for,  as  an  Hiftorian,  here, 
remarks,  Kings  feldom  grant  Pardons  but  with  impor- 
tunate afking  (/). 

The  Court  of  Rome  had  alfo,  fome  Shackles  put  upon 
its  Power,  by  reviving  the  Statute  of  Prcvifon,  made 
•re*  statute  of  25*  anc*  a  Penahy  laid  on  him  that  fliould  ac- 

PryTifors  revjv'd  «pt  a  Benefice  contrary  10  that  Statute  (Jw).  Likewife, 
a  Forfeiture  awarded  againft  any  who  fhould  bring  a 
Summons,  or  Excommunication,  againft  any  Per  Ton 
on  the  PrwifirS)  and  on  a  Prelate  for  executing  of 
it  (n).  There  was,  alio,  a  Subfidy  granted  of  forty 
Shillings  on  every  Sack  of  Wool  ;  of  which,  ten  Shil- 
lings fhould  go  to  fupply  the  King's  prefent  Occasion ; 
and  the  other  thirty  Shillings  to  be  referred  in  the  Hands 
of  Commiflioners  appointed  by  Parliament,  not  to  be 

expended 


(/)  Sam.  David  in  Kentttt,  P.  a6fi. 
{m\  Statutes  at  Largft  13  Rid'.  \U 
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expended  tmlefs  the  Neceflity  of  the  War  required  it  {&),  K,  Rithwd  n. 

Things  continuing  ftill  very  peaceable  at  Home,  it 
was  1  he  King's  Concern  to  make  it  fo  Abroad  ;  for  af- 
ter feveral  Preparations  for  an  Invafion  of  this  Kingdom, 
which  were  all,  by  one  Accident  or  another,  rendered  a- 
bortive,  the  French  en  tire  hr  de  lifted  from  any  thoughts 
of  that  Enterprize,  and  ieemed  inclinable  to  treat  of 
Peace.  To  that  End  the  King  fummoned  a  Parlia- 
ment to  meet  at  lVeflm\nJter9  November  the  izth,  in  the 
Year  J  390. 

The  liifhop  of  Winchejler^  Lord  Chancellor,  in  a 
long  and  eloquent  Oration,  fays  our  Authority  (/>),  on  Anno  Regni  14* 
the  Kind's  good  Government,  told  them,  *  That  the  At  ^tainiw* 
*■  chief  Caufe  of  the  Summons,  was  concerning  a  Truce 
'  made  with  Frame,  and  towards  Candlemas  the  King 

*  would  fend  Commiflioners  over  to  treat  of  a  final 

*  Peace.'    He  laid,  *  That  the  Scots  had  been  moved 

*  to  come  into  this  Truce,  which  they  refufed  -t  fo  there 

*  was  nothing  but  War  to  be  ex  peeled  from  thence  ; 

*  the  Charges  whereof,  with  that  of  Ireland,  keeping 

*  the  King's  FortrciTes  abroad,  and  the  Seas  at  Home, 

*  were  lb  great,  that  the  King  could  by  no  means 

*  without  their  Aid  fuftain  it.    Wherefore  he  defired 

*  them  to  confult  about  thefe  Particulars,  as  well  as  the 

*  making  Ordinances  for  good  Laws,  fcfY. 
We  are  not  told  whar  Reception  this  News  met  with 

from  the  Lords  and  Commons,  but  we  may  fuppofe, 
that  from  the  long  Continuance  of  this  bloody  and  ex- 
penfive  War  with  Franc*  ^  the  News  of  a  Peace  was  very 
accceptable  to  them.  Accordingly,  they  granted  to  the 
King  one  half  Tenth  from  the  Clergy,  and  a  whole  Fif- 
teenth from  the  Laity,  to  go  towards  the  Expences  of 
the  Duke  of  Lancajler  ;  who  let  out  from  hence  in  the 

Lent 

(#)  There  was  granted  to  the  King  this  Parliament  for  one  Year, 

/.     t.  d. 

Of  every  Sack  of  Wool  from  a  Deniaen  |  :    a  :  %, 

Of  every  Alien          1  :  iS  :  4, 

Of  every  Laft  of  Skins,  from  a  Denizen  

From  an  Alien    —     —  3:13:4. 

From  a  Denizen,  for  every  140  Wool-lels    1  :  13  :  4. 

From  an  Alien    —     —    —    1  :  16  :  8. 

Oa  every  Tun  of  Wine,  imported  or  exported  —  o  ;  0:6. 
Cotton's  Abridg.  P.  jp* 
(/)  Mid,  337. 
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iCRklurd  11.  Lent  following,  in  Order  to  meet  the  French  King  at 
Amlen^  according  to  Appointment,  and  treat  about  a 

lalting  Peace  {q\ 

In  this  Parliament,  fays  Knygbtort,  a  profane  Statute 
was  made  againft  the  Church  and  the  Priefts  thereof  (rj; 
viz.  *  That  no  Ecclefiafticai  Perfon  mould  be  capable  to 

*  take  and  poflefs  any  Bequeft  of  Manners,  Glebe, 

*  Houfes,  Lands  or  any  other  Rents  or  Pofleflions, 

*  without  a  fpecial  Licence  from  the  King,  and  the  Ca- 

*  pital  Lords  thereof/  And  this  Statute,  adds  he,  ex- 
tended as  well  to  Pa rifh- Churches,  Chapels  and  Chan- 
tries, as  to  Abbies,  Priories,  and  all  forts  of  Monaiteries ; 
like  wife,  to  Citizens,  Eurgefl'es,  Townfmen  and  Vil- 
lagers, who  had  any  fuch  Rents  in  their  PoiFeflion  for 
the  TJ  fes  aforefaid.  For,  it  was  the  Cuftom,  fays  our  Au- 
thority, in  thofe  Days,  that  when  any  Perfon  wanted  to 
beftow  fomething  upon  the  Church,  in  Order  to  fare 
the  Trouble  and  Ex  pence  of  a  Licence,  and  at  the  lame 
Time  to  avoid  the  Penalty  of  the  Mortmain  A£t>  they 
ufed  to  leave  it  to  certain  Perfons,  whom  they  could 
trult,  under  whofe  Names  the  Church  enjoyed  the  full 
Benefit  of  the  Bequeft.  But  by  this  Statute  it  was  en- 
acted, *  That  if  any  Perfon  or  Perfons,  what  foe  ver, 

*  Prieft  or  Layman,  held  any  fuch  Manners,  Rents, 
Statute  for  Re  *  ^nds,  ore  for  fuch  Ufes,  and  did  not  take  a  Li- 
ft  raining  The'*  '  cence  for  them  from  the  King  and  the  Capital  Lords 
Riches  of  the  *  of  fuch  PoiTeflions ,  according  to  the  Statute  of  Mort- 
Ckr]iyt          1  matn  before  M.chaelmai  next  coming,  that  then  all 

*  fuch  Lands,  &c.  fhould  be  abfolutely  forfeited  to  the 

*  King  and  the  faid  Capiral  Lords  j  and  they  might  en- 
'  ter  upon,  fejze  and* poflefs  the  fame  for  ever.*  Thus, 
(by  this  wicked  Statute x as  the  Canon  calls  it)  there  was 
an  effectual  Stop  put  to  this  extraordinary  Piece  of  fane- 
tified  Sophiftry. 

Another  Ecclefiafticai  Affair  came  upon  the  Tapis 

this 

(?)  Knyzbton,  &l.  2739- 

(r)  In  tjto  Pjrliawnto  eJitum  eji  ptufanum  Statutum  contra  Eecie/iam  et 

Ectlefi*  Ferfertai,  &c. 

Ibid.  CoL  173*. 

This  Statute  is  net  primed  amongft  the  Statutes  at  Large  j  nor  in  Cot- 
Ws  Abridgment  is  there  any  Mention  of  fuch  a  Law,  nor  m  Brady  not 
TyrreL  foliibly  it  might  be  left  out  of  the  Statute  Book,  by  the  Ma- 
nagement of  the  Priefthood,  of  whofe  Influence  in  this  Refpcft  there  is  a 
mU\  flagrant  Infbuec,  in  the  nth  Year  of  this  King's  Rcino. 

Set  be/are,  p,  37**  - 
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this  Parliament  (*)-  The  Court  of  Rome  found  ttfelf  Ki 
much  reft  rained  by  the  I'tvetA  Statutes  formerly  made 
again  ft  Provifirs  ;  by  which,  with  the  Premunires  an- 
nexed, the  Clergy,  if  thev  would  have  been  faithful  to 
themfelves,  might  have  entirely  prevented  thofe  Papal 
Encroachments.  The  Schiftn  ftill  continued  in  the 
Roman  Church,  and  the  French  King  ft  ill  in  the  In- 
tereft  of  Benedicl  the  Thirteenth,  called  the  Jut  i- Pope, 
a  gain  ft  Bmlface  the  Ninth,  who  had  been  el  edited  Pope 
at  Romey  inftead  of  Urban  lately  deceafed.  The 
new  Pontiff,  to  whom  the  King  and  EngHJh  Nation  ad- 
hered, fent  a  Nuntio  to  King  Richard,  with  great  Com- 
plements in  Commendation  of  his  Devotion  and  that  of 
his  Predeceflors  towards  Holy-Church  i  but,  withal,  com- 
plaining of  thofe  late  Invafions,  as  he  was  pleafed  to  call 
them,  of  Kcdefiaftical  Liberties ;  urging  him  not  only 
to  repeal  thofe  Laws,  but,  by  no  means  to  make  Peace 
with  the  French  King,  unleis  he  would  difown  and  no 
longer  aflift  his  Antagonift. 

The  King  received  the  Nuntio  very  civilly  ;  but  for 
Anfwer  to  his  Meflage  put  him  off  to  his  Parliament ; 
and  tho*  his  Majefty  and  the  Duke  of  Lanlajier  feemed 
willing  to  gratify  the  Pope,  yet  the  Commons  abfolute- 
ly  refufed  to  confent  that  any  Perfon  fhould  go  to  Rome 
to  acquire  Benefices  in  England.-  But,  that  they  might 
not  feem  to  flight  his  Holinefs's  Requeft  too  much, 
they  yielded  that  it  might  be  connived  at,  tho*  not  with- 
out the  King's  Licence,  and  only  to  the  next  Parlia- 
ment, That  is,  as  one  Hiftorian  writes,  the  King  by 
his  Proclamation  had  a  Power  given  him  to  difpence 
with  the  Execution  of  the  Statute  till  the  next  Parlia- 
ment, By  which  Conceffion,  adds  he,  tho*  the  Pope 
gained  not  fo  much  as  he  defired,  yet  he  had  his  Ends; 
it  being  not  very  material  whether  the  Lion  be  dead  or 
no,  if  his  Claws  be  cut  off  and  his  Teeth  knocked  out  ; 
for  'tis  all  one  for  a  Law  not  to  be  at  all,  as  not  to  be 
executed  (t). 

An  Act  was,  alfo,  palled  this  Seflion,  which  has 
fmce  done  great  Service  to  the  Clergy,  and  was  that  of 

Jppro* 

(f)T,  Wdjingham  fub  hoc  dm 

(rj  Sam,  Damti  by  Bilhop  ttmut,  P.  a&l. 
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k.  Rkhj«j  n,  Apprspriatkm  {«)-  It  iecms,  that  before  this  Parlia- 
ment, it  was  lawful  to  appropriate  the  whole  Fruits 
and  Profits  of  any  Benefice  to  a  religious  Houfe,  upon 
Condition  that  the  Abbot  or  Prior  took  Care  to  have 
the  Cure  tolerably  fupp!ied  by  bis  Monks  or  Fryars  of 
the  Houle.  This  bred  many  Inconveniences  ;  as  that 
Hofpitaliiy  was  neglected,  the  Churches  and  Rectories 
dilapidated,  and  Muufteu  very  often  wanting ;  of  which 
Grievances  the  Commons  complained,  and  procured 
this  Act,  1  That  in  every  Licence  to  be  made  hereafter 
'  in  Chancery,  for  the  Appropriation  of  any  Church, 
to'lte-'  the  Bifhop  of  the  D  beefs  fhould  have  Power  to  re- 
lis""*  Houf<rs-  ■  ilrve  a  convenient  Sum  of  Money  out  of  the  Fruits 

*  and  Profits  of  it,  to  fuftain  the  poor  Parifhioners  of  the 

*  faid  Church,  and  to  endow  a  perpetual  Vicar  Juffici- 

*  ently  to  fupply  the  Cure  of  Souls/  This  Act,  fays 
the  Htltorian  before  quoted,  or  rather  the  Prelate  his 
Annotaior,  was  the  Original  of  raoft  of  our  Vicarages, 
which  tho'  they  are  a  contemptible  Maintenance  for  the 
Clergy,  especially,  fince  the  Cbventions  of  the  Altar  are 
removed,  yet,  it  has  proved  a  very  great  Support  to  the 
Church  ;  the  poor  ell  Livings  often  producing  the  moll 
painful  and  laborious  Mini  Iters.  So  that  the  Nation, 
adds  he,  hath  great  Reafon  to  applaud  this  Ad,  becaufe 
our  Governors,  ever  fince,  have  been  fo  negligent  in 
providing  a  better  j  for,  if  this  was  not  in  being,  "lis  to 
be  feared  that  the  Church  would  have  had  no  Provifion 
at  all,  in  abundance  of  Places  where  Vicarages  are  e- 
itablilhed 

The  Dukes  of  Tcri  and  Glutfter  defired  the  King's 
Bounty  of  one  Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year  Lands,  to 
each  of  them,  according  to  his  Promife,  to  be  granted 
in  Tad  ipccial.  The  King,  hereupon,  ordered  his  Ju- 
ftices  to  draw  up  fuch  an  Aflignment,  and  commanded 
that  his  Uncles  mould  in  the  mean  Time  be  duly  paid 
their  Pcnfn.ns. 

It  appears  upon  the  Roll  to  be  remembred,  that  the 
Prelates,  Lords  Temporal  and  Commons  prayed  the 
King,  in  Il.11  Parliament,  *  That  the  Royalty  and  Pre- 

*  /cgative  of  him  and  his  Crown  might  alwavs  be  fafe 

*  and 


(u)  Statutes  m  Imre.  Am  14*  Rid.  II.  Cep.  6. 
(x)  Kcnr.tt  in  Sum.  Dunitlj  ibidtm. 


K.  Richard  II, 
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c  and  prefer  ved  inviolable.    And,  that  if  any  Thing 

*  had  been  done  or  attempted  to  the  contrary  it  might 

*  be  red  re  fled  and  amended.    And,  further,  that  he 

*  be  as  free  in  his  Time  as  any  of  his  noble  Progenitors 

*  had  ever  been  in  theirs.*  Which  Prayer,  fays  our 
Authority  (a),  the  King  granted  in  all  its  Points.  After 
thefe  and  all  other  Matters,  before  them,  were  difpa idl- 
ed, the  Lords  and  Common?,  in  a  Budy,  made  their 
humble  Acknowledgments  to  the  King  for  his  good 
Government,  and  Zeal  (hewn  to  them  ;  and  he  re- 
turned his  Thanks  for  the  liberal  Grants  which  they  had 
made  him  (b). 

One  might  imagine  from  the  Cone!  u  Go  n  of  this  and 
the  next  Parliament,  that  there  was  fo  ltrltft  an  Union 
between  the  King  and  his  Subjects,  that  the  Knot  was 
ifldillbluble.  But  a  very  few  Years  more  fnewed,  too 
plainly,  the  direct  contrary  »  by  art  Example  which  all 
future  Kings  ou^ht  to  have  ever  before  their  Eyes ;  as 
an  Inftance,  that  popular  Affection  is  not  to  be  kept 
up,  without  repeated  Ads  of  good  Conduct  to  de- 
ferve  it. 

By  an  Accident  which  happened  next  Year,  the  Citi*TheK^ 
zens  of  London  fell  under  the  King's  heavy  Difpleafure  j  SJyStkt  of 
in  which  he  feized  upon  the  City's  Liberties,  difplated  the  city  of  Lon. 
the  Mayor,  and  lent  him  a  clofe  Pnfoner  to  IVindfir <lon* 
Cajlk ;  the  reft  of  his  Brethren,  with  the  Sheriffs, 
wtre,  alfo,  clapt  up  in  different  Pritons.    And,  tho' 
fomc  Time  after,  they  were  difcharg'd,  and  the  King 
made  a  fplend'td  Entry  into  the  City,  was  received  with 
great  Magnificence,  and  had  very  rich  Gifts  prefented 
to  him,  yet  he  exacted  a  Kine  of  io,ooo/.  from  the 
Citizens ;  which  fevere  Ufige  loft  him  the  Affections 
of  that  opulent  Body  of  People,  and  may  be  juftly 
Jook'd  upon  as  a  Prelude  to  the  approaching  Revo- 
lution. 

In  the  Fifteenth  Year  of  this  King  a  Parliament  Ann0  Rff,n5 
was  called  to  meet  at  Wejlminjla\>  on  the  Day  after  All-  x^l! 
Sjuif,  or  Nn-embiT  the  3d.    At  which  Meeting  the  At  Weftminftcn 
Archbiftiop  of  York*  Thmas  Arundel^  Chancellor  of 
E-glmdy  declared  the  Caufe  to  be,  befides  the  ufual  Ce- 

Vol.  I  LI  remony 

(#)  Cotton' %  dbridgmtrit ,  338.    Brady  and  Tyml. 

Tint  rarii^mciit  was  diriulved  the  d:h  o£  March.    Chisrj  35S* 
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Ridurd  if.  remony  of  Church,  Laws,  and  Peace,  for,  e  to  con- 

*  fider  how  10  raife  the  Price  of  Wools,  then  too 

*  much  debated ;  and  how  the  Wars  might  be  main- 

*  rained  alter  the  Expiration  of  the  Truce,  Laft- 

*  ly,  in  Regard  to  the  Statute  of  Pr&vifors,  that  the 

*  Holy  Father  might  no  longer  be  depriv'd  of  what 

*  belonged  to  him  ;  concluding  with  theie  Words, 

*  Reddtte  qua:  funi  Gefaris  Caefari,  et  qua  funt  Dei 
4  Deo. 

To  this  laft  Affair,  the  Commons,  for  the  great  Con- 
fidence they  repofed  in  the  King,  granted  that  he,  by 
the  Advice  of  his  Lords,  might  make  any  Alteration, 
touching  the  Stature  of  Provtfors^  as  to  him  feemed 
good,  till  the  Meeting  of  the  next  Parliament ;  but  fo 
as  that  Statute  might  not  be  repealed  in  any  Article, 
nor  none  difturbed  in  his  lawful  Pofleffion.  With  this 
Proteft,  *  That  as  their  A  Dent  to  this  was,  indeed,  a 
1  Novelty,  they  pray'd  that  it  might  be  no  Example.' 

The  Lords  and  Commons  granted  to  tne  King  half 
a  Tenth  and  half  a  Fifteenth ;  with  ore  other  whole 
Tenths  as  it  is  call'd,  and  one  Fifteenth  j  conditionally, 
that  if  the  King  went  not  perfonally  into  France  or  Seat' 
laud  againft  his  Enemies,  or  that  Peace  was  mad 
then  the  fa  id  Subfidies  fhould  remain  to  be  employi 
upon  the  fole  Defence  of  the  Realm. 

The  Commons,  alfo,  in  open  Parliament  declared 
«  That  if  any  Truce  or  Treaty  of  Peace  was  under- 

*  taken  with  the  King's  Enemies,  it  was  proper  the 
'  Duke  of  Aqultain,  as  the  m oft  honourable,  (hould  go 

*  lo  the  fame  Treaty,*   The  King  anfwered, 1  That  he 

*  defired  the  fame,  if  the  Duke  pleafed  which  he  con- 
fen  ted  to  very  readily. 

The  id  of  December  f  which  was  th«  laft  Day  of 
their  Kitting,  the  Lords  and  Commons  defired  the  King 
that  he  would  as  largely  enjoy  his  Prerogative,  as  any 
of  his  Predeceilbrs  ever  did  i  notwithstanding  any  Sta- 
tute to  the  contrary  ;  and,  particularly,  that  made  at 
Glocepert,  in  the  Time  of  King  Edward  II.  which  they 
now  repealed. 

At  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  i393i  the  King  held 
Anno  Regniig,  a  hjuh  Court  of  Parlia.mjm  at  Wmchej\ery  when  the 


fk 
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Archbifhop  of  York,  by  the  King's  Appointment,  ^  R^ard  IL 
opened  the   Seffion,  by    declaring,     that  it  was 
called  for  two  great  Cuufes.    '  The  fi/ft  was,  that 

*  whether  there  was  War  or  Peace,  or  any  new  League 

*  made  between  the  King  and  his  Adversaries,  jet  he 

*  was  in  great  NecefEty  for  Money  to  difcharge  his 

*  Debts ;  the  railing  of  which  was  to  be  their  principal 

*  Care.    Tiie  next  was,  to  provide  fome  Remedy 

*  touching  the  Statute  of  Pt6vi/;rs>  for  avoiding  any 

*  Difputes  between  the  Pope,  the  King  and  his  Rejlm/ 
To  this  Affair,  the  Lords  and  Commons  granted  the 

King  the  fame  difpencing  Power  as  the  laft  Parliament 
had  done,  'till  the  next ;  and  to  the  firft,  they  gave 
his  Majefty  the  fame  SubfiJy  as  was  granted  in  the 
eleventh  Year  of  his  Reign,  for  three  Years  j  together 
with  half  a  Tenth  and  half  a  Fifteenth, 

There  are  very  few  Public  Acts  done  thi-  Seffion  ; 
the  Bifliops,  Lords  and  Commons,  in  full  Parliament, 
alien  ted  that  the  King,  his  Heirs  and  Succellors  of  c,  rig- 
land,  might  lawfully  make  their  Laft- Will  and  Tene- 
ment, and  that  Execution  Ihould  be  done  of  the 
fame  id). 

On  the  laft  Day  of  their  fitting,  William  Cmrteneyf 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  and  Primate  of  all  England, 
made   Protection,    in   open  Parliament,   *  That 

*  the  Pope  ought  not  to  excommunicate  any  Bifliop,  .  uf 

*  or  intermeddle  as  to  Presentations  to  any  Ecc  Id  I  a  Ileal  thop.t  p^fe* 

*  Dignity  recovered  in  the  King's  Courts.   That  the  don  agai  ■*  the 

*  faid  holy  Father  ought  not  to  make  T inflations  to  ^0WCT» 

*  any  Btihopritk,  within  the  Realm,  without  the  King's 
1  Leave ;  for,  that  this  Practice  lendol  to  the  De- 

*  ftruction  of  the  Realm  and  Crown  of  England,  which 

*  had  always  been  free,  and  fubjeft  to  no  Earthly  Pow- 

*  er,  but,  to  God  only,  as  to  Regalities,  and  to  no 
'  other.'  Which  Proieitation  the  Archbifhop  prayed 
might  be  entered  on  the  Roll(e). 

L  1  2  About 

(d)  Purfuant  to  which  we  find  that  this  King  made  his  Will  a  fmall 
lime  before  hii  Jaft  Kxprdttion  into  Ireland,  the  Preamble  and  whole 
FortB  01  which  Tcthmmt  is  very  remarkable. 

See  Jtywrr's  Feed.  Tom.  VIII.  P.  75. 
[,  )  &tmys  Abridgment    This  was  a  very  couragious  Aft  in  the  Arch- 

bifh^pj 
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K,  pifi, .n j  u.     About  the  fame  Time,  in  tbe  Year  following,  a 
Parliament  was  called  to  meet  at  Wtfimnfier  (f)3  which 
AnnoRegw  17.  Wa3  Qpened  by  a  Speech  from  the  Archbifhop.  of  Ytrky 
At  Wcftminftcr.  Lord  Chancellor  ;  who  declared,  in  the  Prefence  of  all 
the  Eftates,  the  Caufe  of  the  Summons  to  be,  *  Firft, 

*  that  all  Bifhops,  Lords  and  Corporations  fhould  en- 

*  joy  their  Liberties ;  and  that  there  fhould  be  a  due 

*  Obfervation  of  the  King's  Peace.    Next,  how  the 

*  Wars,  which  by  Aflent  of  Parliament  were  begun, 

*  fhould  be  fuftained  as  to  the  Expence  of  that,  and 

*  the  Prefervation  of  GuUnttt,  Calais,  Inland  and  Stot- 
«  land: 

The  tliird  Day  of  the  Meeting  the  Commons  pre- 
fented  to  the  King,  in  full  Pailiament,  Sir  John  Bujjy, 
as  their  Speaker  ;  who,*  making  the  ufuai  Protection, 

was  allowed. 

Richard  Earl  of  Arundel  exhibited  a  Complaint  a- 
gainft  the  EtrJ  of  Lancafier^  which  he  faid  concerned 
the  King's  Honour.  '  Firft,  th.it  he  thought  it  not 
1  honourable  for  the  King  to  fuffer  the  faid  Duke  to 
'  walk  Arm  in  Arm  with  him,    Next,  it  did  not  be- 

*  come  the  Duke's  Servants  to  wear  the  fame  Livery 

*  with  the  King's.    Thirdly,  that  the  faid  Duke,  both 

*  in  Council  and  Parliament, was  ufed  to  fpeak  fuch  bit— 
1  ter  Words,  that  he  the  faid  Earl,  and  others  of  his  Qya- 

*  lily,  durft  not  utter  their  Minds  for  him,  Fourthly, 
'  it  was  not  to  the  King's  Profit  to  give  to  the  faid 
'  Duke  the  Dutchy  of  Guiennt.  And,  laftly,  he  want- 
'  ed  to  know  what  was  become  of  all  that  Mafe  of 

■    1  Money  given  to  the  Duke  for  his  Voyage  into  Spain, 
'  and  for  the  laft  Treaty  of  Peace  ? ' 

Unto  which  Accufation  the  King  hlmfelf  anfwered, 
and  affirmed,  *  That  what  the  Duke  of  Lamafter  had 

1  done 

Wftop,  when  the  Pope  had  juft  then  wrote  a  Letter  to  the  Duke  of 
Lanaijftr,  calling  th<*  Aft  of  Provifors,  Execmbile  Statu! un,  Ftrdum  & 
turpe  Factum,    Sam,  Daniel  in  fCenntr,  170. 

See  the  whole  Proteftation  in  Cottier's  Hift.  Vol.  F,  P,  594.  That 
Author  writes,  th.it  the  Archbilhop  wis,  probably,  tufpefted  of  fecretly 
abetting  the  Fope'j  Encrrach  merits  upuu  the  Church  and  State,  which 
occasioned  this  public  Declaration. 

(f)  On  the  Quindene  of  St  Hillary  t  or  Jan,  49.  Cstttn,  P.  351. 
No  Mention  made  of  any  Parliament  in  the  Year  or  17  of 

J  I.  in  the  Statutti  at  Large. 


I 


*  done  was  all  right  and  good/   And,  his  Majefty,  ^  Rjdiud 
with  the  Aflent  of  the  Lords,  awarded,  that  the  f^dd 
Earl  fhould  afk  the  Duke's  Pardon,  in  full  Parliament, 
and  in  the  very  Words  following,  which  he  fpoke  ac- 
cordingly ; 

£ir,  fitr)  rljat  it  feemetrj  to  the  &ing,  an&  ettyr 
KLor&ff,  artD  efce  trjat  rscij  Ijtre  Ijattj  teen  frj  micfele 
Srip^po  ana  Dtfptfafto  bp  mp  SUorDtf  j  it  forethmketfj, 
ano  31  brfeecrj  pou  of  your  <J5race  anD  &orDu)tp  to 
Quit  me  ponr  S$an4allank 

The  King  charged  the  Commons  to  give  their  Ad- 
vice as  to  the  War  ;  and  they,  in  a  Schedule  put  into 
his  Elands  by  Sir  John  Bujjy^  their  Speaker,  anfwered, 
*'  That  the  Articles  of  Peace  between  the  King  and 

*  his  Adverfary  of  France,  had  been  read  and  in  part 

*  under  flood  by  them  j  but  that,  considering  the  Points, 
'  therein  contained,  were  too  high*  for  them  to  meddle 

*  with,  and  upon  which  they  durft  not  treat  nor  give 

*  any  Advice  ;  fuch  as  Homage- leige,  Sovereignty  and 

*  Rejort  to  the  Crown  of  France  ;  they  were  willing 

*  to  give  their  Confents,  for  the  Benefit  of  Peace,  to 

*  whatfoever  the  Lords,  Knights  of  Honour,  and  the 

*  Juftices  had  before  agreed  upon  ;  fo,  as  the  Homage 
i  fiiauld  be  done  for,  and  only  have  Relation  to  the 

*  Dutchy  of  Guienney  and  in  no  wife  affect  the  Crown, 

*  or  Kingdom  of  England '.' 
What  the  Articles  of  this  Peace  were,  does  not  ap- 
pear upon  the  Parliament  Roll.  Knyghton  writes  that  this 
was  only  a  Truce,  between  the  two  Kingdoms,  for 
four  Years  and  four  Months,  as  well  by  Sea  as  Land  (g). 

The  King  defigning  to  go  over,  in  Perfon,  in  order 
to  reduce  Inland,  demanded  an  Aid  of  this  Parliament ; 
and  the  Commons  granted  him  for  three  Years,  a  Sub- 
fidy  upon  Wool,  Wool-fells,  &c.  three  Shillings  upon 
every  Tun  of  Wine,  and  twelve- pence  upon  every 
Pound  of  Merchandize  as  in  the  eleventh  Year  of  his 
Reign  ;  fo  as  this  Money  fhould  only  be  employed  for 
the  Defence  of  the  Realm.    The  Clergy  granted,  ahb, 


LI  3 


a 


(g)  Tnuga  cum  Francia  ft  Scotia,  fro  quatvor  Aftnh  et  quatilor  Mtnji* 
but,  immtdiate  ftquentibiit,  tarn  in  Mare  quant  in  Terra. 

Kr.yghton  Cel.  1741. 
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a  full  Tenths  if  the  King  went  over,  otherwife,  only 


hah  a  Tenth. 

But,  very  foon  after  this  Parliament  was  diflblved,  the 
King  did  go  over,  in  Perfon,  into  Ireland^  accompanied 
with  his  Uncle  the  Duke  of  Glactjler^  and  an  Army 
of  30,000  Men.    The  Irijb  Rebels  were  by  no  means 
fit  to  refift  luch  Force,  but  after  fome  Efforts  to  harrafs 
the  King's  Army  by  Delays  and  Counter  Marches,  four 
of  their  Kings  were  obliged  to  come  in  and  fubmit  to 
Richard's  Mercy,  who  made  Plottages  of  them  for  the 
TKe Kiat*s  s«c- Behaviour  of  the  reft.  After  which  he  held  a  Par- 
cel in  Ireland,  liament  at  Dublin,  the  better  to  fettle  the  Affairs  of  that 
Kingdom  ;  and  this  was  the  greateft  and  moft  fortunate 
Expedition  that  was  made  in  this  King's  Time.  Mon- 
fieur  Rapin  owns,  that  in  feveral  Encounters  had  with 
the  Rebels,  Richard  gave  great  Marks  of  Perfonal 
Valour.    Which  caufed  a  Belief,  adds  that  Author, 
that  if,  hitherto,  he  had  {hewed  no  great  Inclination  for 
War,  it  was  not  to  be  afcribed  fo  much  to  Want  of 
Courage,  as  to  a  bad  Education  [h). 
Anno  Rcgni  iS.     jn  tne  mean  while  the  Duke  of  York,  who  had  been 
At  WeftmWtcr.  ^l  Guardian  to  the  Realm,  in  the  King's  Abfencc, 
*  fummoned  a  Parliament  to  meet  fifteen  Days  after  St 
Hillary,   or  January  the  28th,  to  con  fide  r  of  the 
bell  Way  to  make  the  Government  of  Inland  profper- 
ous  and  happy.  To  further  this  Bufinefs,  the  King  fent 
over  the  Duke  of  Glccejler  from  Jr  eland ^  who,  coming 
to  this  Parliament,  declared  the  King's  great  NecefEty 
for  Money,  occasioned  by  the  late  Expedition ;  his  great 
Zeal  to  make  an  entire  Conqueft  there,  and  the  great 
Hope  he  had  of  Succefs.    The  Duke's  Speech  had  fo 
powerful  an  Effect,  as  to  draw  from  the  Clergy  a  full 
Tent by  and  the  Commons  a  Fifteenth  j  but>  not  with- 
out a  Proteflaticn^  firft  made,  *  That  they  were  not 

*  bound,  jlritlQ  Jure,  to  grant  the  fame,  but  purely 

*  out  of  their  Affection  to  their  King,'  (il 

The 

fh)  Rapin's  Hi  [lory  Tel.  Ed,  P.  470. 
1  (/)  No  Mention  of  this  Parliament  in  the  Statuta  at  Large,    But  there 

is  one  in  the  Books,  faid  tn  be  held  at  Wefintinfler.  jlntto  1396,  Rrpri  19. 
of  which  we  can  meet  with  no  further  Account.  In  this  Parliament,  the 
former  Judges,  Belknap  i  Holtt  and  Burgh,  baniflicd  into  If  eland  the 
inh  of  this  ReifiDj  w  ere  luffeied  to  return. 

Statutes  at  Large,  1396.  Cap.  6. 
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The  Sec*  called  the  Lollards,  or  the  Followers  of  k.  Richard  it, 
Jvbn  fPlckliff  znd  his  Doftrines,  were  about  this  Time 
in  great  Power,  and  much  dreaded  by  the  Prelates  and 
others  of  the  Eftablifhed  Church  i  they  had  often  peti- 
tioned the  King  and  Council  for  an  Encouragement  to  Petition  of  the 
their  purpofed  Reformation,  but  they  had  now  the  Con- wiardi. 
rage  to  deliver  a  Remonttrance  of  it  to  this  Parliaments 
It  was  never  our  Defign  lo  enter  into  Ecclefiaitical  Con- 
Trover  fies,  except  they  were  purely  Parliamentary  and 
refpecled  the  State  and  Government  of  the  Realm  j  for 
which  Reafon  we  fhall  omit  this  Rem  on  ft  ranee  which 
was  drawn  up  in  twelve  Articles  againft  the  Power 
and  Encroachments  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  refer 
the  Reader  to  the  Writers  of  our  Enghjb  Ecclefiaitical 
Hiftory  for  them.  We  are  not  told  what  Reception 
this  met  with  from  the  Parliament  5  from  whence  we 
fuppofe,  whatever  particular  Favourers  thefe  Reformers 
might  have  in  the  Houfes,  yet  the  Bifliops  had  then 
Power  enough  to  fupprefs  them. 

We  have  now  a  Chafm  of  two  Years  before  we  meet 
with  another  Parliament ;  and  in  the  mean  Time  our 
general  Hiftorians  are  fufficiently  taken  up  with  the  De- 
fer ipti  on  of  a  Royal  Interview,  between  the  two  Kings 
of  England  and  Frame ;  and  a  Marriage  folemnized  be- 
tween the  former  King  and  a  very  young  Daughter 
of  the  latter,  not  then  full  eight  Years  of  Age  (k).  Af- 
ter King  Richard's  coming  over,  with  his  young  Bride, 
and  her  Coronation,  he  called  a  Parliament  to  meet  on 
the  2  zd  Day  of  January,  in  the  Year  1397,  at  IVefi- 
min/fer  (I). 

Being  all  aflembled*  on  the  Day  appointed,  the  Bj-  audo  Re&ni  %<m 
fhop  of  Exeter,  then  Chancellor,  by  the  King's  Com-  1397- 
mand,  opened  the  Caufe  of  Summons,  in  a  Speech, At  Weftrninfter* 
wherein  he  alledged  many  Authorities,  from  holy  Writ, 
to  prove  four  Points  on  which  a  Prince  ought  to  con- 
iult  his  Parliament.   The  firft  was,  *  That  the  Church 
*  might  enjoy  her  Liberties  in  Peace.1    The  next, 

1  That 

(i)  The  Queen  died  a  Tittle  before  his  laft  Expedition  into.  Ireland, 
yancj.  1394,  at  Sbene  near  Jb'dm^nel,  the  King* a  Pnffion  for  the  hafs  of 
her  was  to  exccHive,  that  he  curfed  the  Place  and  pulled  down  the  Palace. 

(J)  No  mention  of  this  firft  Parliament  held  in  the  Year,  1397.  in  th* 
Stgtirtii  at  Large* 
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k.  Rktod  D*  *  That  all  his  Subjects  mould  be  governed  without  Op- 


*  predion/    Thirdly,  1  That  the  good  Laws  mould  be 

*  maintained,  the  evil  amended,  and  Jufticc  executed.* 
And,  laftly,  '  That  the  Realm  mould  be  defended  a- 
4  gainit  ail  foreign  Enemies/  All  which,  he  added, 
the  King  was  ready  to  do  with  their  good  Advice.  He 
then  told  them  of  the  Danger  the  Nation  was  in  from 
the  Scots  and  lrijh>  the  Hazard  of  Guienne  and  the 
Marines  of  Calais  >  and  defired  them  to  confult  and  do 
wh.it  was  proper  with  theleaft  Charge  to  the  Realm. 

The  next  Day  the  Commons  prefented  Sir  John 
Bujfty,  as  their  Speaker,  whom  the  King  allowed  of ; 
and,  after  making  the  ufual  Proteftation,  he  faid,  c  That 

*  the  Commons  required  of  the  King  that  fach  BUhops 

*  and  Lords,  as  were  abfent,  mould  be  fent  for/  To 
which  the  Chancellor  anfwered,  '  That  it  would  be 

*  too  long  and  tedious  for  that  Seffion/  Then  the 
Commons  defired  a  Conference  with  the  Chancellor  and 
others  of  the  King's  Officers  ;  which,  being  agreed  to, 
and,  the  Chancellor  returned  from  it,  the  King  com- 
manded him  to  declare  the  Remit  of  that  Conference. 
This  Report  was,  *  That  the  Commons  by  a  Bill  re* 

*  quired  four  Things,  l<  irft,  the  Continuance  of  Sheriffs  j 

*  next,  that  pre  per  Care  fhould  be  taken  of  the  Nor- 

*  thern  Marches  \  Another,  about  Liveries  and  B.idges  \ 

*  and  the  laft,  for  avoiding  of  the  extravagant  Expen- 

*  ces  of  the  Kings  Houfhold,  and  to  forbid  Bilhops 

*  and  Ladies,  who  had  no  particular  Bulinefs  there, 

*  from  frequenting  the  Court.*  The  Reafon  for  infert- 
ing  this  laft  Claufe  in  the  Bill  does  not  appear  i  but  it 
feems  defigned  to  drive  the  Prelates  from  Court  who 
were  attending  there,  moft  probably,  in  hopes  of  Tran- 
flation  (a  Practice  not  yet  grown  oblblete)  to  take  Care 
of  l heir  refpeclive  Dbcefes  j  and  the  Ladies,  tho"  they 
are  here  itrangefy  coupled,  from  coming  to  a  Place 
where  they  might  either  tempt  others,  or  be  liable 
them  Telves  to  Temptation.  Whatever  was  the  Caufe 
of  the  Bill,  the  King,  being  informed  of  the  Contents 


The  King  refcnts  of  it,  was  highly  incenfed,  and  told  i  he  Peers,  *  That 
SSS^S-"  ll  calculated  againit  thote  Liberties  and  Royalties 
iiig  hisHouflioiJ.  *  his  Progenitors  had  enjoyed,  and  which  he  u  as  re* 
*  iolved  to  uphold  and  maintain.    He  therefore  com* 


4  manded 


*  manded  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  to  inform  k,  Richard  n, 

*  the  Commons  of  his  Refolution  ;  and,  particularly, 

*  orderd  the  Duke  of  Lanccfter  to  charge  Sir  John 

*  Buffy*  their  Speaker,  upon  his  Allegiance,  to  acquaint 

*  him  who  it  was  that  brought  it  into  Parliament* 
What  provoked  the  King  molt  againft  the  Bill,  was, 
that  it  feem'd  cakula'ed  to  regulate  the  Expence  of  his 
Houfhold,  which  at  that  Time  was  very  profufe  and 
diforderly. 

The  fubmiffive  Anfwer  which  the  Commons  gave  to 
this  Meflage  is  very  extraordinary,  and  humbler  than 
any  we  have  yet  met  with  from  that  Body.  For,  be- 
ing told  the  King's  Mind  in  a  Conference  with  the 
Lords,  they  immediately  delivered  in  the  Bill  to  them, 
with  the  Name  of  the  Perfon  who  had  brought  it  in- 
to their  Houfe,  and  who  was  one  Thomas  Haxey, 
Clerk,  The  Bill  was  given  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown, 
by  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliament,  according  to  the  King's 
Command-  Soon  after,  the  Commons  came  before  his 
Majefty,  in  full  Parliament,  and  there,  with  all  Humi- 
lity and  Obedience,  fhewed  great  Concern  (m)  that  the 
King  had  conceived  fuch  a  Refentment  again  ft  them  ; 

*  Humbly  praying  him  to  accept  their  Excufe,  for,  that 

*  it  never  was  their  Intent  or  Defire  to  fpeak,ihew  oracl 

*  any  Thing  which  mould  be  an  Offence  or  give  Dif- The  Cwnmoju 

*  pleafure  to  his  Majefty,  or  beagainft  his  Royal  £,  *k  Pafdo°* 

*  ftate  and  Liberty ;  efpecially,  about  this  Matter  touch- 

*  ing  his  Perfon,  and  the  Government  of  his  Houfe, 

*  or  about  the  Lords  and  Ladies  of  his  Court,  or  any 
c  other  Matter  that  regarded  himielf.    Knowing,  very 

*  well,  that  fuch  Things  did  not  belong  to  them,  but 

*  folely  to  the  King  himfelf,  and  in  his  own  ordering. 

*  That  their  Intern  ion  was,  only,  to  (hew  their  great 

*  Affection  to  his  Majefty,  as  faithful  Subjects,  and  to 

*  defire  the  Lords  to  pray  him  to  cunfider  his  own  ho- 

*  nourable  Eltate  and  to  do  therein  what  he  thought 
'  good.   That  they  fubmitted  themlelves  to  the  King's 

*  Will  and  Favour ;  humbly  befeeching  his  Majeity 

*  gracioufly  to  excufe  them  ;  being  always  ready  to 

*  fave  his  Royal  Mate  and  Liberty,  and  to  perform 

*  with 


{m)  Hcaty  of  Cheer,  Cotton'*  Abridg.  36a. 
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iL  Rkhard  IJ.  * 


with  Body  and  Goods,  as  loyal  Subjects  are  bound  to 
do,  whatever  fhall  be  for  the  Honour  and  Safety  of 


•his  Royal  Perfon  and  Dignity  (n). 

Upon  this  Declaration,  the  King  commanded  the 
Chancellor  to  tell  the  Commons  that,  out  of  bis  Roy 
Benignity  and  gracious  Seigniory +  be  then  fully  exatft 
them  —  Who  can  read  this  and  imagine  that  the  fa 
Body  of  Men,  now  fo  very  paflive,  mould  in  a  ve 
ftiort  Space  after,  depofe  this  King,  for  his  ill  Govern 
rnent,  and  fet  up  another  in  his  Stead  f 

As  a  farther  Proof  of  their  Attachment  to  the  Fret 
gative  Royal*  Thomas  Haxey,  Clerk,  was  tried  before 
this  Parliament,  and  condemned  to  die  the  Death  of  a 
3^0^? in  Traitor.    But  here  the  Church  imerpofed,  for  foon 
the  Bill,  Jenun- after  the  Sentence,  the  Archbtfhop  of  Canterbury  a: 
«j  io  dic.       all  the  other  Prelates  came  before  the  King  in  Parli 
ment,  with  great  Humility,  and  made  Proteflatwn 
1  That  their  fincere  and  full  Intention  was,  and  alwa; 

*  ihould  be,  to  have  his  Majefty's  Royal  Eftate  and 
e  Power  ever  faved  and  preferved  without  Diminution. 

*  And*  then  they  befeeched  the  King  to  grant  the; 

*  the  Life  of  Thomas  Haxey*  and  the  Cuftody  of  his 

*  Body,  not  as  of  Right  belonging  to  them,  but  of  his 
f  fpecial  Grace  and  Favour/  Both  which  Petitions 
the  King  granted. 

In  this  Parliament  alfo,  every  Thing  that  was  done 
nine  Years  before,  againft  the  Prerogative,  was  now 
reverfed  and  entirely  difanujkd.  So  uncertain,  in  their 
Proceedings,  ftys  Mr  Tyrrel  (0),  have  Parliaments  been 
when  managed  by  Court  Intrigues,  or  Popular  Factions, 
The  BwirtiM  Robert  Belknap,  John  Holt  and  William  Burgh,  Knights, 
judges  allow1  J  to  arj  j  formerly  Judges,  who  had  been  banifhed  into  In- 
land,  by  the  afore  laid  Aft,  had  Leave  given  them  by  the 
King,  with  the  Con  lent  of  the  other  E  dates,  to  return 
into  Enghndy  and  practice  the  Law  without  Impeach- 
ment. Saving,  always,  againft  them  all  other  Points 
mentioned  in  the  laid  Statute  {p\ 

Something  memorable  was,  likewife,  tranfacted  in  this 
Parliament  relating  to  ihe  great  Duke  of  LancajUr. 

This 

(  n  )  Erady  and  Tyrrfl. 
(a)  Hilt,  of  Enghnd,  Vol.  III.  P.  959. 
fj>)  It  is  put  uiidar  the  laft  Year  in  the  Statute  B»kf* 


1 

I 
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This  Prince  having  loft  his  firft  Wife  Conjlancey  Daugh-  K 
ter  to  the  King  of  Cafliley  thought  proper  to  marry 
Katherlnt  Swynfirdy  a  Lady  by  whom  he  had  feveral 
Children,  during  the  Life  of  his  Dutchefs,  by  which 
Match  he  greatly  difgufted  the  King  and  the  reft  of  his 
Royal  Relations.  However,  the  Duke  found  Intereft 
enough  to  carry  a  Bill  ttv  o'  both  the  Houfes,  and  got 
the  Royal  Aflent  to  it,  to  have  the  I  flue  he  had  by  the 
faid  Lady,  before  Marriage,  legitimated,  and  made  ca- 
pable to  fucceed  to  and  enjoy  all  Dignities,  Lands  and 
Inheritances  that  might  deicend  to  them  from  the  Duke 
their  Father,  except  the  Crown.  This  laft  Dignity 
is  not  mentioned  in  the  Act,  as  appears  by  the  King's 
Charter  of  Legitimation,  grounded  on  it,  and  yet  is 
extant  on  Record  (a) ;  tbo\  many  Years  after,  a 
Defcendant  of  this  legitimated  Race,  came  to  the  Crown 
of  England^  not  by  Succeffion,  but  by  the  Sword,  in  the 
Perfon  of  Henry  the  VII th.  (r)  The  King  a!fo,  at 
the  fame  Time,  out  of  his  particular  Grace  and  Fa- 
vour, and  by  the  Confent  of  Parliament,  created  Tho- 
mas dt  Beaufmr  the  eldeft  of  the  faid  Duke's  Bafe 
Sons,  Earl  of  SomerJet%  from  whom  the  prefent  Duke 
of  Beaufort  is  defcended. 

Alfo,  by  a  Charter  of  Creation,  read  and  confirmed 
in  thi3  Parliament,  the  King  granted  to  Thsmqs  Mm* 
bray.  Earl  of  Nottingham*  and  to  the  Heirs-male  of  his 
Body,  lawfully  begotten,  the  Office,  Name  and  Tide 
of  Earl  Marjhal  of  England ;  the  Office  of  Marjha)  in 
the  King's  Bmch  and  in  the  Exchequer  ;  the  Office  of 
Proclaimer  Marjhal ;  the  Steward  and  Marjhal  of  the 
King's  Houfhold  ;  and  further,  that  the  faid  Earl  and 
his  Heirs-male,  MaiJhah  of  England,  by  Ver rue  of  that 
Office,  may  carry  before  them  a  certain  golden  Staff, 
enamelled  black  at  both  Ends ;  with  the  KingV  Arms 
at  the  upper  End,  and  his  own  Arms  at  the  other. 
Which  Office  of  Earl  Marjhal  is  Hill  in  the  Defen- 
dants, tho'  not  in  the  Name,  of  this  noble  Family. 

Laftly, 

fy)  Rot.  ParL  20  R.  II.  N.  aB,  *o. 

(r)  John  Duke  of  Smcrftt  was  the  only  one  of  the  three  legitimated 
Sons  that  Jefr  any  MTue,  and  he  «fu  'Great  Grandfather,  by  the  Mo- 
ther's Side  to  Hetty  the  Seventh.  P.  jl» 
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K.  Richard  ir.  Laftly,  this  Parliament  granted  the  King  twelve. 
Pence  in  the  Pound  of  all  Merchandize  imported,  and 
three  Shillings,  per  Pound,  on  every  Tun  of  Wine  for 
three  Years  to  come.  The  Clergy,  alfo,  gave  half  a 
Tenth  on  their  Temporalities. 

It  was  at  this  Time  Affairs  began  to  take  a  different 
and  furprizing  Turn.  The  Behaviour  of  the  laft  Parlia- 
ment, we  mppofe,  gave  the  King  great  Spirits ;  and  by 
the  Affiftance  of  another,  more  fuppliant  than  the  for- 
mer, the  Tables  were  turned  indeed,  and  thofe  great 
Lords,  who  had  long  ruled  at  the  Helm,  were  profe- 
cuted  with  the  utmoft  Severity.  How  this  extraordinary 
Change  was  brought  about  amongft  the  Peers,  and  Re- 
presentatives of  the  People,  let  the  more  copious  Hi- 
ftorians  give,  according  to  their  Intelligence  5  for  us,  it 
fuflkes,  to  relate  the  Matter  of  Faft  and  leave  it  to  the 
Reader's  own  Reflection. 

On  the  firft  of  Aug!//?,  this  Year,  the  King  held  a 

*  £^nch^"lgreat  Council  of  the  Peers  at  Nottingham,  himfelf  fit- 
ting amongft  them,  with  his  Crown  on  his  Head,  in 
the  great  Hall  of  the  Cattle.  Here  it  was  that  Edward 
Earl  of  Rutland \  Thomas  Earl  of  Ken/,  John  Earl  of 
Huntington,  Thomas  Earl  of  Nottingham?  John  Earl  of 
Somerjet,  John  Earl  of  Salt/bury*  Thomas  Lord  Defpen- 
Jer>  and  William  U  Scrape,  Chamberlain  to  the  King, 
brought  a  Bill  of  Appeal  of  Treafon  againft  Thomat 
Duke  of  Ghieftery  Richard  Earl  of  Arundel  and  Thomas 
Earl  o\  Warwick.  This  Bill  being  read,  by  Advice  of 
'  the  Peers  and  thofe  of  the  King's  Council,  the  accuicd 
Lords  had  a  Day  afligned  them  to  anfwer  in  the  next 
Parliament,  which  was  fummoned  to  meet  on  the 
17th  of  September  following,  at  Wejlminfter  (j). 

As 

(s)  It  cannot  be  armfsto  give  Monfieur  Baffin  "Tboyrai**  Reflections 
on  the  Mt"hod5  made  Ufe  oi  in  packing  this  Parliament.  After  reciting 
that  the  Kinp  lud  changed  all  the  Sheriffs  in  £nglandt  and  appointed 
none  but  fuch  as  haJ  pm;T>ifed  tube  at  his  Devotion  j  ag  well  as  in- 
flu  ■  1.'  wlin  rud  the  chieiett  Power  in  the  Cities  and  Burroughs 
Sec  he  goes  on  2>rd  fays,  *  That  it  muft  not  be  thought  difficult  for  a 
9  King  of  Begbrd  to  ejtecuce  furh  a  Project  i  Experience  has  limce  con- 

*  firmed  it,  by  numberlefs  lnftances,  that  by  the  like  Ways  it  is  very 

*  poflible  to  ciufe  Representatives,  to  be  cholen  devoted  to  the  Court. 

*  However,  Hiffurhns  remark,  that  it  was  it  this  Parliament  that  fbek 

*  fratticcs  were  firff  ufed.    But,  it  mitfl  likcwtfe  be  added,  that  it  waa 
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As  a  Prelude  to  the  Meeting  of  this  other  famous  K.  Richard 
Parliament  of  this  King's  Reign,  we  find,  in  the  Public 
Acliy  an  Order  from  the  King  directed  to  his  Uncle, 
John  Duke  of  Lamafler^  &c.  for  railing  300  armed 
Men  and  60  Archers,  as  a  Gu^rd  to  the  King's  Perfon 
at  the  eniuing  Parliament.  The  fame  Order  was  fent 
to  Edmund  Duke  of  Tork,  for  100  Soldiers  and  200  Ar- 
chers j  and  another  to  Henry  Earl  of  Derby,  for  200 
Men  at  Arms  and  40  Archers  (0-  Some  Hiftorians 
mention,  alfo,  a  much  larger  Body  of  Chcjbire  Men, 
who  had  the  immediate  Care  of  the  King's  Perfon  ;  but 
we  find  no  fuch  Account  of  them  on  Record.  How- 
ever, an  old  Historian  writes  that  the  Lords  and  great 
Men  came  to  this  Parliament  with  fuch  Numbers  of 
armed  Men  and  other  Attendants,  that  there  was  not 
half  Lodgings,  within  the  City  and  Suburbs  of  London 
for  them,  Infomuch,  that  very  many  were  obliged  to 
lie  in  the  Villages,  ten  or  twelve  Miles  on  each  Side  the 
Town  (a).  Further,  the  fame  old  Chronicler  goes  on 
and  tells  us,  that  the  King  had  caufed  to  be  made,  with- 
in the  Palace  at  JVeJlminJier^  a  large  Houfe  of  Timber, 
covered  on  the  Top  with  Tiles,  but  open  at  both 
Ends  that  all  Men  might  fee  thro'  it.  This  Houfe  was 
of  lb  great  a  Compafs  that  it  would  fcarce  ftand  within 
the  Court  of  the  Palace  (x).  At  one  End  of  it  was  e- 
re&ed  a  high  Throne  for  the  King,  and  a  large  Place 
on  each  Side  for  the  Biftiops  and  Peers  of  Parliament, 
The  Lords  Appellants  and  Defendants  had  each  Places 
afllgned  them,  one  oppofite  to  the  other.  There  was, 
alfo,  a  particular  Divifion  kept  for  the  Commons  of  Par- 
liament, on  the  fore  Part  of  which  was  a  Place  for  their 
Speaker. 

Matters 


*  one  of  th«  Principal  Caufea  of  Richard*  sDeftmRwu,    And,  indeed,  it 

*  it  impoflible  that  a  Nation  can  fee  their  Libtrtiei  in  the  Hanit  of  Men, 
'  ivbcm  they  have  not  tbemfefati  freely  cbtfent  without  dejiring  to  be  de- 

*  Hvered  from  fuch  an  Of-frrejian. 

Rapin,  Fol,  Ed.  P.  468. 
{/)  Feed.  Ang.  Tr.m.  VIII.  P.  i+, 
(«)  Hell: tigj bead's  Cbrttt.  P.  490. 

\x)  J.  Sfc-zve  wtitcs  iLu  this  Ijrge  Timber-Building  was  erefled,  be- 
twixt the  Cloclc-Tower  and  the  Door  of  the  great  Hall  at  Wtjiminjiert 
which  mull  be  ihc  prefent  Palace- yard. 


4<J  2    Hie  Tar  it  a  mentary  History 


Richard  if,     Matters  being  in  this  extraordinary  Manner  adjuft 
jwRepJii.  at  the  Time  appointed,    being  September  17,  1397, 
1397-      the  King,  Lords  and  Commons  all  met,  when  the 
Wcjuuwibr,  Bifliop  of  Exeter^  as  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefty's 
Command,  opened  the  Seflion  by  a  Speech,  which  he 
began  with  a  Text  taken  from  Ezekiel,  Rex  unus  erit 
omnibus    The  Prelate  endeavoured  to  prove,  by  many 
Authorities,  *  That  no  Realm  could  be  well  governed 

*  but  by  one  fole  King ;  and,  that  to  the  right  Con* 

*  dud  of  a  good  King  three  Things  were  wanting ; 

*  Fir  ft,  that  he  fiiould  be  powerful ;  Secondly,  fey  ere 

*  in  the  Execution  of  the  Laws  by  which  he  governed ; 

*  and,  laftly,  that  the  Subjects  mould  be  obedient  to 

*  the  King  and  the  Laws  of  the  Kingdom,    That  the 

*  Kmg  might  grow  more  powerful,  he  told  them  that 

*  many  Liberties  and  Prerogatives  were  given  to  him, 
'  which  at  the  Time  of  his  Coronation  he  was  fworn 

*  to  maintain.  And  if  any  Thing  was  done  flnce,  con- 

*  trary  to  ihem  and  the  Law  they  were  revoked  j  of 
c  which  Particular  they  themlelves  were  then  called  to 

*  confult.    That  Laws  ought  to  be  executed  appeared 

*  by  the  common  Example  of  a  good  Father,  who 
c  ufes  to  ftrike  as  well  as  ftroke  h  s  Child,    But,  for 

.    *  the  better  Execution  of  them  the  King  had  appointed 

*  new  Judges  and  Officers  t!  ro*  ihe  Realm  ;  and  was 

*  now  defiious  to  redreis  any  Defects  of  the  Law  which 

*  could  be  ibewn  him.    And  that  the  National  Subjefts 

*  ought  to  obey  the  King  and  his  Laws,  was  apparent ; 

*  for  that  no  Man  could  claim  any  Property  of  Life 

*  or  Goods,  or  any  Fruit  of  his  Labour,  without  the 

*  Prince,  who  is  the  Pillar  of  the  Law  :  He  concluded 
1  with  oblerving  that  the  King  meant  to  maintain  the 
4  Laws,  and  to  continue  the  general  and  particular  Li- 

*  berties  granted  to  all  Corporations  and  every  (ingle 
1  Perfon  ;  further,  that  he  dengned  to  grant  a  Pardon 
e  to  ai!  his  Subjects  except  J  o  me  particular  Perfons. 

The  next  Day  the  Commons  prefented  Sir  John 
BuJJ'ey  to  the  King  as  their  Speaker  (j)t  who,  being  ap- 

prov 

(y)  IhUi^/bead  writes  that  this  Sir  John  Bujku,  or  Bttjfey,  Speatc 
in  ail  his  Spedu's  which  he  made  to  the  Kinc.,  did  not  give  him 
•cultomed  Titles  vf  Ho&ourj  but  invefliwl  unufiul  Terms  and  fuch  E 

th 
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proved  of,  made  the  ufual  Proteftation,  which  he  pray-  k,  Richard  n, 
ed  might  be  recorded. 

The  firft  Thing  that  pafied  alt  their  Confents  was 
an  Act  to  confirm  to  Holy  Church,  the  Lords  Spiri- 
tual and  Temporal,  and  to  aSl  Cities,  Boroughs  and 
Commonalties  of  the  Realm,  their  Liberties  and  Fran- 
chifes,  as  they  had  reafonably  held  and  enjoyed  them 
in  the  Time  of  the  King's  noble  Progenitors.  And, 
becaufe  that  feveral  Judgments  were  heretofore  not 
riniflied  by  Reafcn  the  Clergy  were  not  prefent,  nor 
con  fencing  to  them,  the  Commons  prayed  the  King 
that  they  might  now  appoint  a  general  Proclor,  who 
might  have  lufficient  Authority  to  ait  for  them  (z). 
Whereupon,  the  two  Archbifhops,  and  the  Clergy  of 
both  Provinces,  conftitiUed  and  appointed  Sir  Thomas 
Piercy  their  Procurator,  as  appears  by  their  Inft rumen Cs 
made  for  that  Purpofe. 

Afterwards,  the  Commiflion  and  Statute  purfuant  to 
it,  made  in  the  eleventh  Year  of  this  King,  was,  whol- 
ly, repealed  and  made  void,  at  the  Petition  of  the  Com-  £u  t^^^im 
mons,  as  being  traiteroujly  made,  by  Conjlraint,  aWSn'^S' 
Cowpulfiorty  again  ft  the  Rig's  Will,  bis  Royalty,  Crown  i  ith  of  this  Ki&g 
and  Dignity.  It  was  ordained  and  eftablifhed  by  the  R*ms*d' 
King,  with  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  the  Lords  and 
Commons,  That  no  fuch  like  Commiffion  Jkould  be  made 
for  the  future \  and  he  whs  Jhould  endeavour  to  procure 
any  fuch  to  be  made  for  the  time  to  come,  being  thereof 
duly  convicl,  fhould  fuffer  Death  as  a  Traitor. 

Then  the  Pardons  granted  to  the  Duke  of  Ghcefier% 
the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Warwick,  in  the  Parliament 
of  the  Eleventh  Year  of  this  King,  were  made  void,  as 
being  obtained  by  Force  and  againft  the  King's  Will, 
Alfo,  the  Pardon  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Arundel  at 

Windfor* 

thets  as  were  rather  agreeable  to  the  Divine  Majefty  of  God  than  to  any 
earthly  Potentate*  Which,  adds  he,  this  Prince,  being  more  ambitious 
and  defirous  of  Honour  than  was  rectiifire,  give  too  much  Ear  to. 

lloUmgfhead'*,  Cbrw,  P.  490. 
(k)  This  was  becaufe  the  Bifliaps  could  nor  be  prefent  in  any  Judg- 
ment of  Blood.  Sir  'John  Hayiunrdf  P,  40.  But  fume  Historians  write, 
that  before  the  Prelates  withdrew,  they  were,  feverally,  asked  their 
Opinion?,  -whether  the  Cbarteri  of  Pardons  formerly  given  by  tie  King 
could  be  revoked  f  to  which  all  Of  them,  except  the  Archbi/hwp  of  Can- 
terbury,  anfwered  that  they,  being  done  by  Compulfi-  n,  might  be  irude 
Void.  Jfalfifigbam  f*b  hue  Ar.xat    fiti.'itigjhcairs  Cinn,  P,  431. 
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*l  Rkhird  11,  Wmdfer*  the  feventecnth  of  this  King,  was  in  like  Man- 
ner revoked  and  annulled. 

The  third  Day  of  the  Seflion,  the  Commons  can- 
before  the  King,  in  full  Parliament,  and  made  Pret 
flatten  by  their  Speaker,  that  tho*  they  intended  to  fhe 
and  declare  certain  Matters  and  Articles,  which  th 
had'  then  advifed  of  and  agreed  amongft  themfelves; 
yet,  neverthclefs  it  was  and  is  their  Intent  and  Will, 
♦  with  Leave  of  the  King,  to  accufe  or  -m peach  any 

Pcrfon  or  Perfons,  as  oft  as  they  ftiould  think  fit,  du- 
ring the  Time  of  thb  Parliament ;  they  praved  the 
King  that  he  would  pleafe  to  accept  this  Pnteflatisn% 
and,  that  it  nvght  be  entered  as  a  Record  on  the  Roll 
of  Parliament ;  which  the  King  granted  and  command- 
ed to  be  done  accordingly. 

On  the  fit  me  Day,  the  Commons  came  again  before 
And  the  Arch-  King,  in  Parliament,  and  impeached  Thomas  Arun- 
biLp  of  Canter-  d*K  then  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury*  of  High  Treafin  ; 
bury  imjxach'd.  '  For  that  he,  being  the  chief  Officer  of  the  King,  his 

*  Chancellor,  when  he  was,  Bifliop  of  Ely,  was  rraite- 
'  roufly  aiding,  precuiing  and  advifing  in  making  a 

*  Commiffwiy  directed  to  Thsmas  Duke  of  Ghcejlery 

*  Richard  Earl  at*  Arundel  and  others,  in  the  tenth  Yc  :r 
1  of  his  Majerty's  Reign ;  and  nude  and  procured  him- 

*  feif,  as  chief  Officer,  to  be  put  into  it,  to  have  Pow- 
«  er,  with  the  other  Commiflioners  to  fee  it  put  in 

*  Execution  ;  which  Commiflion  was  made  in  Preju- 

*  dice  to  the  King,  and  openly  agamft  his  Royalty, 
«  Crown  and  Dignity  j  and  that  the  faid  Thomas  at?tu- 

*  ally  put  the  faid  Commifiion  in  Execution. 

*  Alfo,  that  the  faid  Archbifliop,  in  the  eleventh  Year 
c  of  the  King,  procured  and  aJvrfed  the  Duke  of  Clo- 

*  cejier,  wilh  the  Earls  of  Warwick  and  Arundel^  to 
■  *  take  upon  them  Royal  Power,  and  to  arreft  the  King's 

*  Leige  Subjects  viz.  Simon  Burley  and  J  a  res  Bernerst 

*  Knights,  and  adjudge  them  to  Deaih,  contrary  to  the 

*  King's  Will  and  without  his  Content ;  thereupon, 

*  the  (aid  Commons  prayed  the  King  that  the  laid  Arch- 

*  bifliop  mght  be  put  into  fafe  Cuftody-*  The  King 
anfwer'd,  Becqufe  the  Accufation  atid  Impeachment 
touched  fo  high  a  Perfin,  and  a  (Feer  of  the  Realm,  he 
would  he  adv.jt  d. 
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The  next  Day  the  Commons  prayed  the  King, f  That,  k,  Richard  11. 

*  as  they  had  impeached  and  accufed  the  Arehbifhop 

*  of  Canterbury  of  affenting  and  being  in  the  Contri-  1 

*  vance  of  making  the  Commifiion  on  the  19th  of 

*  November,  in  the  Tenth  of  the  King,  and  agreed  to 

*  the  Execution  of  the  fame,  which  was  exprefly  a- 

*  gainft  his  State  and  Dignity,  that  he  would  pleafe 

*  to  ordain  fuch  Judgment  againft  the  faid  Archbiihop 

*  as  the  Caufe  required/  Hereupon  the  King  com- 
manded it  to  be  recorded  in  Parliament,  that  the  Areh- 
bifhop had  been  before  him,  in  the  Pre  fence  of  certain 
Lords,  and  confeffed  that  he  was  miflakeny  or  erred  in 
the  Exercife  of  the  Comm\ffiony  and  therefore  put  himfelf 
upon  the  Kings  Grace  and  Mercy, 

Upon  this,  the  King  and  the  Lords  Temporal,  with 
Sir  Thomas  Peircy,  the  Proctor  for  the  Prelates,  who, 
as  it  appears  upon  Record,  had  full  Power  from  the 
whole  Body  of  the  Clergy  to  ad  for  them*  adjudged 
and  declared  the  faid  Article,  which  the  Arehbifhop 
had  confeffed,  to  be  Treafiny  and  that  it  touched  the 
King  himfelf ;  for  which  they,  alfo,  adjudged  and  de- 
clared him  a  traitor.  And,  it  was  awarded  in  Parlia- 
ment, '  That  he  mould  be  banifhed  out  of  the  King- 

*  dom,  have  his  Temporalities  feized,  and  his  Goods 
c  and  Chattels  forfeited  to  the  King,  who  was,  alfo, 

*  to  appoint  the  Time  of  his  Exile.'  Whereupon  the 
King  afligned  him  a  Time  of  Paflage,  which  was  from 
the  Eve  of  St  Michael^  until  fix  Weeks  next  enfuing  ; 
to  pafs  from  the  Port  of  Dover  into  France ;  and  fur- 
ther, that  he  fliould  forfeit  all  his  Lands,  Tenements, 
and  PouefTions,  which  he  had  in  Fee  Simple  by  De- 
fcent,  or  Purchafe,  or  otherwife,  at  the  Day  of  the And  fc*^1** 
Treafon  committed,  or  after,  or  that  any  one  held  to 
his  Ufe,  to  the  King  and  his  Heirs  for  ever.  This  is 
the  fecond  Example,  Thomas  Becket  being  the  firft,  of 
any  Arehbifhop  being  banifhed  the  Realm  by  Sentence 
of  Parliament  (a), 

V o L(  I.  Mm  And 

(a)  Mr  Collier  obferves  that  this  is  another  Precedent  of  a  Bimop  be- 
ing tried  by  his  Peers >  it  being  plain  by  the  Record,  add*  he,  that 
Judgment  was  given  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  not  in  a  legifhtive  but  in  a 
judicial  Wayj  and  that  the  Commons  were,  only,  Profecutors  in  tb.ii 
Cafe,  &c   CoUUr\  EccUJ.  Wfl,  Vol.  If  P.  601. 

Though 
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And  now  came  on  the  other  Proceedings  o 
liamcnt  againft  the  Duke  of  Gloceftery  and  the  Earls  of 
Arundel  and  Warwick,^  contained  in  leveral  Articles  of 
Impeachment  then  brought  againft  them,  by  Way  of 
Bill,  by  the  Lords  Appellants,  mentioned  in  the  Council 
at  Nottingham,  The  Bill,  as  appears  by  the  Record  it 
felf,  was  directed  to  the  King  in  Parliament,  and  is  to 
this  Effecr. 

Firit,  it  lets  forth,  'That  the  Duke  of  Glocefter^  and 

*  the  Earl  of  Arundel^  defigning  to  encroach,  and  have 
the  Government  of  your  Royal  Perfon  and  Kingdom, 
wiih  the  Liberties  and  Dignities  thereof,  as  well 
within  this  Kingdom,  as  without ;  when  the  Par- 
liament fat  at  li'efimirifttr,  in  the  tenth  Year  of  your 

tiLJX JSl *  Re;gn>  they  fent  a  Peer  of  the  Land  to  you,  who  on 

*  their  Behalf,  and  by  their  Command,  told  your  Ma- 

*  jetty,  that  if  you  would  not  confent  to  make  to 

*  them,  and  others  whom  they  mould  name,  fucb  a 
'  Commifiion,  whereby  they  might  have  the  Govern- 

*  merit  in  the  Manner  as  is  above  related,  you  fhould 

*  be  in  danger  of  your  Life,  and  the  Lords  and  Com- 

*  mens  of  Parliament  would  depart  without  your  Leave; 

*  anel  then  you  fhould  fee  in  what  a  miferable  Con- 

*  dition  you  would  be  ;   fc  that  in  very  Fear  of  their 

*  Power,  you  then  granted  fuch  a  Commifiion  as  they 

*  defired. 

Next  follows  the  Commifiion  itfelf,  which  we  have 
already  given  under  the  Tenth  Year  of  this  King's 
Reign  (h) ;  and  then  the  Impeachment  goes  on  thus: 
I.  '  The  faid  Duke  and  Earl  of  Arundcly  to  accom- 

*  plifh  their  trailer ous  Purpofes,  and  to  have  your 

*  Royal  Perfon  in  their  Power,  ordered,  as  they  plea- 

*  fed,  the  Government  of  your  whole  State,  with  the 

*  Laws  and  Dignities  thereof,  and  prevailed  with  Tho- 

*  mas  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  Thomas  Mortimer  to  join 

with 

Though  the  Archbtfliop  was  prefent  the  firft  Day  when  the  Comrnow 
brought  in  their  Impeachment,  xtaA  offered  to  mate  his  Defence,  yet 
he  was  abfent  the  next  when  Sentence  was  pronounced  againft  him. 
Some  Authors  amife  the  King  of  double  Dealing  in  the  Affjir  J  inJ 
that  he  commanded  the  Prelate  not  to  come  into  the  Houfe  ;  having 
firft  made  him  a  Promill-  of  his  Friendfhip,  and  given  him  hb  Oath  that 


the  Lords  fhould  do  nothing  to  his  Prejudice, 
Hotting  feat?  i  CbrtK.  p,  490, 
(&)  See  before,  P.  401. 
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with  them  in  their  traiterpus  Defign  ;  who  by  Agree-  ^  Richard 
1  merit,  as  Traitors  to  the  King  and  Kingdom,  all 
'  met  and  aflembled  on  the  thirteenth  of  November,  in 

*  the  eleventh  Year  of  your  Reign,  at  Haringay-Park 

*  in  Mtddlefexy  with  a  great  Number  of  People  armed 

*  and  arrayed,  and  made  divers  of  your  Liege  People 

*  in  feveral  Parts  of  your  Realm,  to  rife,  and  march 

*  with  them  againft  your  Royal  Perfon,  contrary  to 

*  their  Legiance,  and  would  not  come  before  your 

*  Prefence,  until  they  were  fecured  by  your  Oath  that 

*  they  might  come,  and  return  fafely ;  and  then  the/ 

*  all  appeared  -before  you  in  your  Palace  at  WtHminfiir^ 

*  with  a  great  Force  of  armed  Men,  and  traiterouily 

*  co  nil  rained  you  to  take  them  into  your  fafe  Frote&i- 

*  on,  againft  your  Will  and  Pleafure. 

II.  *  The  laid  Duke,  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and 

*  Warwick*  and  Themes  Mortimer,  continuing  their 

*  traiterous  Purpofes,  by  Force  and  Violence,  did 
'  take,  and  imprifon  divers  of  your  Liege- People,  and 

*  amongft  others,  Sir  Simon  Burky,  and  brought  him 

*  to  your  Parliament,  held  on  the  Morrow  of  the  Puri- 

*  fication,  in  the  eleventh  Year  of  your  Reign,  and 

*  there  fuggefted  divers  Points  of  high  Crimes  and  Trea- 

*  fon  againft  him,  and  the  Advice  of  every  Lord  then 

*  prefeht  was  alked,  concerning  the  Crimes  of  the  fa  id 

*  Simon,  and  afterwards  the  Duke  and  Earls  would 

*  know  your  Advice  and  Opinion ;  and  you  anfwered 

*  plainly,  he  was  not  Guilty  in  any  Point  objected 

*  againft  him.    And  after,  that,  the  Duke  and  Earls 

*  caufed  you  to  come  into  a  fecret  Place  at  Wejimin- 

*  jltr,  and  there  mewed  you  the  Particulars  of  the 

*  Crimes  above  fa  id.    To  whom  you  then  anfwer'd 

*  likewife,  that  the  faid  Simon  was  not  Guilty  in  any 

*  of  thofe  Points.    And  there  they  took  upon  them 

*  traiterouily  to  have  you  by  Force  confent  to  the 
e  Judgment  they  had  defigned  againft  him ;  and  yet 

*  you  would  not  confent  to  any  J  udgment  to  be  given 

*  againft  the  faid  Simon.    Yet  never  thelefs,  the  faid 

*  Duke  and  Earls  took  upon  them  Royal  Power,  in 

*  Prejudice  of  you,  and  in  Derogation  to  your  Crown, 

*  and  without  your  Auent,  and  contrary  to  your 

*  Will,  in  your  Abfence,  and  in  the  Abfence  of  many 

M  m  2  4  other  , 


468   The  Parliamentary  History 

*  other  Peers  o'f  Parliament,  without  their  Afient,  and 

*  againft  their  Wills,  they  awarded  that  the  faid  Simon 

*  fhould  be  drawn,  hang'd  and  beheaded  ;  and  there- 
■  upon  they  traiteroufly  caofed  his  Head  to  be  ftruck 

*  off,  againft  your  Peace,  Crown,  Majefty  and  Dig- 

*  nity, 

III.  *  The  aforefatd  Duke,  Earls,  and  Thomas  Mor- 

*  timer^  continuing  their  malicious,  falfeand  traiterous 

*  Purpofes  and  Force,  at  Huntington,  on  Thurfday  the 

*  fixth  of  December,  in  the  faid  eleventh  Year,  traiter- 

*  ouily,  agreed,  and  intended  to  have  gone  with  their 

*  Forces  to  any  Place  of  the  Kingdom,  where  they 

*  might  have  found  your  Royal  Perfon,  to  have  fur- 

*  rendered  to  you  their  Homage-Liege,  and  to  have 

*  depos'd  you  ;  and  this  they  would  have  done,  had 

*  they  not  been  hindred  by  Henry  of  Lancafter  Earl 

*  of  Derby \  and  Thomas  Mowbray  Earl  of  Netting - 

*  ham.    And  the  faid  Duke  and  Earfe  continuing  their 

*  traherous  Intention  and  Force,  by  Agreement  be- 

*  tween  them,  caufed  the  Records  in  your  Treafury, 

*  of  the  Time  of  your  great  Grandfather  King  Ed- 

*  ward  to  be  fearched,  how  he  demifed  his  Crown  ; 
c  and  they  fhewed  to  you  in  Writing  the  Caufes  of 

*  the  Demife  of  his  Crown  in  your  Palace  at  IVeJimin- 

*  Jier,  in  the  Time  of  Parliament,  in  the  faid  eleventh 

*  Year,  and  they  faid  falfly  and  traiteroufly  that  they 
«  had  Caufe  fuflkient  to  depofe  you,  but  for  the  Re- 

*  verence  they  had  for  ycur  moft  noble  Grandfather, 

*  and  Father ;  and  they  faid  alfo,  that  in  hopes  of 

*  your  better  Government,  they  would  fuffer  you  to 

*  continue  in  your  Royal  Eftate  and  Regality. 

IV.  *  Which  Treafons  fo  imagined,  done  and  per- 

*  petrated  by  the  aforefaid  Duke,  Earls,  and  Thomas 

*  Mortimer^  againft  your  Royal  Perfon,  Eftate,  Ma- 

*  jefty  and  Dignity,  as  is  above  declared  :  We  the  Ap- 

*  pellants  (there  named  )  your  loyal  Lieges  have 

*  been  and  are  ready  to  prove  againft  the  faid  Duke, 

*  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Warwttk*   and  Thomas 

*  Mortimer  as  you,  our  moft  dread  Lord,  and  this 

*  high  and  honourable  Court,  your  Parliament,  fhall 

*  order. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Articles  having  been  read,  the  Lords  (l>)  Ap- Ki  Rlchard 
pellants  pnwed  the  King  that  the  Acculed  might  be 
brought  before  him,  in  Parliament,  to  make  their  An- 
fwer.  Accordingly,  Ralph  Lord  Nevil,  Conftable  of 
the  Tower,  there  pre  fen  t,  had  Orders  to  bring  before 
them  Richard  Earl  of  Arundel,  his  Prifoner,  which  he 
did,  on  the  fourth  Day  of  this  Seflion  of  Parliament. 
The  Duke  of  Lamajfer^  being  confuted  Lord  High 
Steward  of  England,  pro  hat  Futy  told  the  Prifoner,  that 
he  was  impeached  of  divers  A  els  of  H'gb-Trea/cn,  and 
the  Appeal  being  read  to  him,  his  Anfwer  was,  *  That 

*  he  had  a  general  Pardon  in  the  Parliament  held  in  the 

*  eleventh  Year  of  the  King  j  as,  alio,  a  Charter  of 

*  Pardon  made  to  him  within  fix  Years  laft  paft,  both 
£  which  he  prayed  might  be  allowed/  The  Lord  High 
Steward  told  the  Earl,  by  Command  of  the  King  and 
Con fent  of  Parliament,  that,  *  The  Pardon  granted  in 

*  the  eleventh  Year,  was  made  by  Conftrainr.  upon  the 

*  King,  by  the  fa  id  Duke,  Earls  and  others  of  their 

*  Party,  aJTuming  to  themfelves  Royal  Power,  in  Pre- 

*  j ud ice  to  the  King,  his  Royal  Eftate,  Crown  and 

*  Dignity  j  and  that  the  Charter  of  Pardon  was  made 
'  in  Deceit  of  the  King,  and  exprefsly  againft  him  and 

*  his  Royal  Dignity  ;  wherefore,  upon  the  Requeft  of 

*  the  Commons,  by  Confent  of  the  King  and  all  the 

*  Eftates  of  Parliament,  the  fetid  Pardon  and  Charter 

*  had  been  in  this  Parliament  repealed  and  made  void.* 
The  Earl  was  alked  if  he  had  any  Thing  more  to  fay> 
and  he  being  litem,  Sir  IVitliam  Clcpiou,  Chief  Juftice 
of  the  King's  Bench,  by  the  King's  Command  declared 
to  him  the  Law,  and  the  Punifhment  he  muft  undergo* 
if  he  pleaded  nothing  el fe,  for,  if  he  did  not,  he  would 
be  convift  and  attainted  of  all  the  Mn  tiers  objected  a- 

M  m  3  gainlt 

ft)  Honeft^.  Sioioe  is  fo  particular  in  defer!  bing  the  Proceedings  of 
this  Parliament,  that  he  give*  ua  the  Drei^thc  Lords  Appellants  wore  on 
this  Day.  They  were  clad,  fays  he,  in  red  Gowne*  of  3Uk  gaided  and 
boarded  with  white  Silk,  and  embroidered  with  Letters  of  Gold.  He  adds 
that  thi  Eftrl  or"  .irundtl  came  to  the  Tryal  in  a  Red  Gown  and  Scarlet 
Hoo6t  which  the  Duke  of  Luttcaftir  ordered  the  Lord  Nevil  to  take  off', 
along  with  his  Cirdle.  Slowest  CbroH.  316, 

Both  this  E.,il  and  the  Earl  of  tforwfdt  had  been  taken  by  the  King's 
Command,  and  Tent  l'lifoncrs  to  tlx*  Tuwejj  fomt  l  irrje  before* 

Inijjrl  (Lij>.  C.CXXW, 
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K.Rkh*rdH.  gainft  him.    But  upon  the  Earl's  ftill  infiiYmg  onhr 
Charter  and  Pardon,  and  demanding  the  Allowance 
them,  the  Lords  Appellants,  in  their  proper  Perfo 
prayed  the  King,  That  it  would  pleafehim  to  give  Judg- 
ment up:n  him  as  convift  of  all  the  Points  on  wmch  be 
was  aetufed  (e). 

Then  the  Lord  High  Steward,  by  Command  of  the 
King,  all  the  Lords  Temporal  and  Sir  Thomas  Piert^ 
Proctor  for  the  Clergy  {d)>  as  before  taken  Notice  o: 
The  Ear!  of  A- aaJu<teed  lnc  f*M  ^arl  °f  drundd,  *  Guilty  and  convii 
model  conviaed,  *  of  all  the  Points  on  which  he  ftood  appealed,  and 

*  a  Traytor  to  the  King  and  Realm,to  be  drawn,hang'd, 

*  beheaded,  and  quarter*d.  And  farther, becaufe  hi$Trea- 

*  fons  were  of  fo  high  a  Nature,  as  to  have  gone  about 

*  to  furrender  their  Leige  Homage,  and  depoie  the  King, 

*  and  that  his  levyingWar  was  ib  notorious,  the  fa  id  Lord 

*  High  Steward,  by  the  Authority  aforeiaid,  award. 

*  that  all  his  Caftles,  Manners,  Lands,  Tenements. 

*  Reverfions,  Fees,  and  every  other  Manner  of  Inheri- 

*  tance,  as  well  in  Fee-Tail  as  Fee-Simple,  whi< 

*  were  the  faid  Earl  of  Jrundeh  on  the  19th  of  Novem- 

*  bert  in  the  tenth  Year  of  the  King,  or  afterwards  i 

*  and,  alfo,  all  the  Lands  and  Tenements  of  which 
c  other  Per  fons  were  bfeoffed  to  his  Ufe,  the  faid  19th 

*  of  November^  or  afterwards,  with  all  his  Goods  and 
1  Chattels  Should  be  forfeited  to  the  King  and  his  Heirs 

*  for  ever/    But  the  King  gracioufly  remitted  that  part 
And  beheaded,  of  his  Sentence  of  being  drawn,  hanged  and  quartered  ; 

and  to  fhew  Equity  as  well  as  Rigour,  the  King  and 

Lords, 

ft)  The  afire  cited  Author^.  Sttnve,  has  given  us  a  ftrwige  Account  of 
this  Trial,  wherein  he  makes  the  Sum  of  the  Earl's  Answers  to  his  Ac* 
cufers  to  be,  tbou  lies  and  tbw  Iks,  Ibid.  317.  Another  Hiftorian  w  rites,, 
that  the  King  declared,  he  had  been  more  affronted  by  the  Earl  ofArvn- 
dtle  than  any  of  the  reft,  in  the  Perfon  of  the  late  Queen  j  who  was  upon 
her  Knees  three  Hours  at  one  Time  to  him,  begging  the  Life  of  Job* 
Cdiveriit,  one  of  her  Efquires,  and  all  the  Anfwer  fhe  could  get  from 
this  haughty  Earl,  was,  Madam,  pray  for  yattrfttf  and  your  H»jbundt  fi 
tbzt  is  hep,  end  kt  this  Suit  alone,       Holfingfhead'r  Chron.  P.  490. 

[d)  Mr  Cciiier,  here  again,  obferves,  that,  at  this  Tryal,  Sir  Thorn 
Picry,  the  Proxy  for  the  Bifiiops,  was  one  of  the  Earl's  judges,  an 
joined  in  the  Sentence  with  the  Temporal  Lords  j  from  which  he  infers 
that  the  Biihopa  withdrawing  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  Cafes  of 
Blood,  was  only  a  voluntary  Abfence,  occafioned  by  the  Rerhatnt  of  the 
Cjtiovs,  For  adds  he,  a  Delegation  from  a  Principal  to  a  Proxy,  mufi 
wry  the  Umt  Authority  with  the  Perfon  he  reprefents. 

Cb/frVs  £r<.  Bift*  Vol,  I.  60 1,  601, 
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Lords,  both  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  declared,  that  Jt^  Richard 
was  not  their  Intention  that  the  Lands  and  Tenements, 
Fees  or  any  other  Inheritance  of  which  the  faid  Earl 
ftood  infeoffed,  to  the  Ufe  of  another,  (hould  in  any 
Manner  be  forfeited  by  Reafon  of  this  Judgment  {e). 

On  the  very  fame  Day  that  the  Earl  of  Atundd  was 
brought  into  Parliament,  and  tried  and  con  rifted,  the 
King  dtretled  his  Warrant  to  Thomas  Earl  Marfhal,  Go- 
vernor of  the  Town  of  Calais,  or  to  his  Lieutenant, 
fignifying  that  he  mould  bring  over  the  Body  of  Thomas 
Duke  of  Gkcejlery  with  all  the  Speed  he  could,  to  an- 
fwer  to  divers  Articles  of  Treason  objected  agasnft  him, 
in  Parliament,  by  the  appellants  ;  according  to  the 
Law  and  Cuftom  ufed  in  England,  and  further  to  re- 
ceive the  Orders  of  the  King  and  Parliament  concerning 
him  (/).  This  Writ  bears  Date  at  IVejlminjter,  Sep- 
tember 21,  in  the  twenty- firft  Year  of  his  Reign.  By 
the  King  and  Council  in  Parliament. 

The  Anfwer  or  Return  of  the  Earl  Mar/bal  to  this 
Warrant,  was,  *  That  he  could  not  bring  the  faid  Duke 

*  before  the  King  and  his  Council  in  that  Parliament, 
c  for  that  being  in  his  Cuftody,  in  the  King's  Prifon  at 

*  Calais*  he  there  died,*   This  Return  was  made  Sep- 
tember 24. 

Upon  the  reading  of  this  Warrant  and  Return  in 
Parliament,  the  Lords  Appellants,  in  their  proper  Per- 
fons  prayed  the  King,  1  That  the  faid  Duke  of  Gloee- 

*  fier  might  be  declared  a  Tray  tor  and  an  Enemy  to 

*  him  j  as  having  levied  War  in  this  Kingdom  againft 

*  his  Perfon  and  contrary  to  his  Allegiance.  And,  that 

•all 

(if)  The  King,  out  of  Refpeft  to  his  Quality,  ehanjed  the  Sentence  to 
Beheading  only,  and  he  was  executed  the  fame  Day  on  Tewer-HM,  St  owe 
317,  See  an  Account  of  this  Karl's  Behaviour  at  his  Death  in  HoUing- 
jhtjeTiChran.  P.  4.9 3.  Father  Orleant,  in  hisHiflory  of  the  Revolutions  of 
Bug  [a  ".J,  makes  upon  this  Occafkm  the  following  Remark,  *  That  the 

*  Eft^Ufij  Nation,  as  well  as  moft  of  their  Authors,  .ire  always  favour* 

*  able  to  Rebels.  After  the  Death  or  the  Earl  of  Arundel t  the  Populace* 
'  began  to  akribe  Miracle^ to  his  Tomb:  Such  as  they  had  formerly 

*  done  to  Mont  fort  Eail  orteiitjler,  adds  the  Jefuit,  under  Henry  III, 
1  and  th=  Earl  of  Lancaflcr  under  Edward  II.  who  both  died  for  much 
'  the  funv-'  Ouife  with  .4>undel. 

\  Ten  D'Orltam,  Vol.  II. 
(f)  The  Wr;:  an^  Return  to  it  arc  both  printed,  from  the  Record,  trt 
Vi  'Eradfs  Appendix,  NTo.  UL,  Alfo,  in.  the  Public  AH*.   Vol,  VII 1. 
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K  Richari  II.  *  all  his  Lands,  Tenements,  Goods  and  Chattels  might- 

*  be  forfeited  ;  as,  in  this  Cafe,  notwithftanding  his 

*  Death,  they  ought  to  be.'  Then  the  Commons 
prayed  the  King  and  Lords,  «  That  fince  it  was 

*  notorioufly  known  to  his  Majefty,  and  all  the  Eftates 

*  of  this  prefent  Parliament  and  to  all  the  Kingdom,  that 

*  the  faid  Duke  and  others  of  his  Party,  aflembled  at 

*  Hatingway,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  with  a  great 

*  Number  of  People  armed  and  arrayed  to  make  War  , 

*  againft  the  King,  contrary  to  their  Allegiance,  and 

*  came  with  thofe  Forces  into  the  King's  Prefence, 
'  which  was  levying  War  againft  their  Liege-Lord,  that 

*  he  might  thereupon  be  adjudged  as  a  Traytor,  and  his 

*  Lands,  Tenements,  &c.  notwithftanding  his  Death 

*  before,  forfeited.'  Whereupon,  all  the  Lords  Tem- 
The  Duke  of  poral,  and  the  aforefaid  Sir  Thomas  Piercy,  Proctor  for 

teT*tebrt* the  Cfergy*  havinS  t**11  fingly  examined,  declared  that 
gwity  of  High  the  faid  Crime  and  Treafon  was  notorioufly  known  to 
Treafoa.  them  and  the  whole  Kingdom  5  wherefore  they,  with 
the  King's  Afl'ent,  declared  him  guilty  of  levying  War 
as  a  Traytor,  and,  adjudged  alibis  Cajlles,  Lands,  Man- 
nors,  &c.  which  be  was  pojfejfed  bf  on  the  1 3/A  tf  No- 
vember, in  the  nth  Year  of  this  Reign,  to  he  forfeited  to 
the  King  and  his  Heirs  ;  and  that  none  of  his  Mite,  or 
Heirs  of  his  Body,  or  their  IJfue  or  Heirs  in  Time  to 
come,  Jhould  ever  hear  the  Royal  Arms  of  England  entire, 
or  with  Difference  ;  or,  in  any  other  Manner wbatfo- 
ever,  Jhould  inherit  the  Crown  0/ England. 

On  the  25  th  of  September,  the  faid  Appellants  prayed 
the  King  in  full  Parliament,  that  if  there  was  any  Thing 
upon  Record,  either  by  Confeffion  of  any  Perfon  ac- 
cufed,  or  any  other  Perfon  whatfoever  touching  their 
Appeal,  that  it  might  be  openly  known  and  declared  in 
full  Parliament.  Upon  which  Petition,  by  the  Advice 
of  the  Lords  Temporal,  the  King  commanded  that  a 
Commilfion  bearing  Date  the  17th  of  Augufl  laft  paft, 
directed  to  Sir  William  Rick  bill,  one  of  the  Juftices  of 
the  common  Bench,  together  wUb  a  Confeffion  made 
before  him,  by  Thomas  late  Duke  of  Glocefter,  by  Venue 
of  the  above  faid  CommilEon,  with  the  Return  of  that 
Commiflion,  be  read  in  Parliament.  The  Duke's  Con- 
feflion  is  in  old  Engl'Jk,  and  was  not  the  Matter  of  it 

Ycry 
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very  particular,  the  Language  deferves  our  Notice,  as  a  K.  Richard  n. 
Specimen,  from  a  Prince,  of  the  Elegance  of  the  En" 
glljh  Tongue  in  ihofe  Days. 

This  is  the  Anfwer  of  William  Rickhill  to  the  Com- 
mijfim  of  his  Liege  Lord  the  King.  Thomas  Duke  of 
Glocefter,  be  the  Name  of  Thomas  Woodftock,  the 
Zeur  of  the  King  Richard  twenty- one  y  in  the  Cajile  of 
Caleys,  by  Vertue  of  a  Commijfion  of  the  King,  as  it  is 
more  plainly  declared  in  the  fame,  diretled  to  William 
Rickhill  Jujlicey  hath  I  know  and  confeffed  to  fore  the 
fame  William  all  the  Matters  and  Points  I  wrote  in 
this  great  Roll  annexed  to  this  Schedule*  the  which  Sche- 
dule and  great  Roll  both  Sealed  under  the  Seal  of  the  a- 
fore/aid  William,  and  all  the  Matters  and  Points  I  know 
and  confeffed  by  the  afore [aid  Duke  in  the  Cajile  of  Ca- 
leys, the  f ore/aid  Duke  be  his  own  Hand  Jully  and  plain- 
ly 1  wrote ,  and  delivered  it  to  the  fame  William  Rick* 
hill  touching  this  Matter  as  it  was  done  in  the  Prefence 
of  John  Lancafter,  and  John  Lovetoft,  and  in  none 
other  manner. 

31  Thomas  of  w0od  flock,  tije  Sear  of  mp  JUrD  tl)Z 
l^ing  ttoentp^one,  be  the  ilertue  of  a  Commtffion  of  His  confe/n^ 
my  noro  tlje  &mgt  tfje  fame^ear  Directed  to  William  whikbPrifoo. 
Rickhill  Suffice,  the  totjid)  is  comprehenneo  more 
plainly  in  the  fbrcfaio  Commifflon,  fmototfttje  that  31 
taajff  one  toittj  ff  nrpnge  of  otfjer  SJBen,  to  aflrat  to  ttje 
making  of  a  Commtffion,  in  ttje  tohich  Commifflon  31 
among  otfjer,  refframeo  mp  SLojo  of  hi*  jfreeoom, 
ano  took  tipon  me  among  otljcrs  Power  Regai.t  rulp  not 
knotoincj  ne  toitting,  that  time  that  31  DiD  againif 
f)iff  <£ftatf,  nor  tu'0  jKoraltie,  ajfl  31  Dio  after,  and  00 
noto  ^  ant>  forafmnclj  ag  31  knebj  aftcrtoarei  that  31 
fjati  none  torong,  mn  take  upon  me  more  than  3 
ought  to  00,  31  fubmittco  me  to  mp  tLoru,  ano  crieo 
him  SBercp  ano  0rare,  ano  pet  Do  ajff  trulp  ano  as 
merftlp  as  anp  $?an  map,  ano  put  me  high  ano  loto 
in  l)i8  £&my  am  (Srace,  ast  he  tjatt;  altoaptf  been  fuU 
of  ft?ercj>  anD  Orace  to  all  other* 

Wo,  in  that  fttme,  that  31  came  armeo  into  mp 
HLwus  ^m'ence,  ano  into  tys  l&atace,  Ijotofoetor 
that  31  trio  it  for  oreoe  of  mp  iLife,  3!  fenotoieche 
for  certain,  tijat  31  bio         ana  afiainll  3BLe*» 

Salttie, 
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k.  Ridnri  11.  Witie,  ano  tirg  (tftrte,  tofjfrefore  3fubmit  me  lotolp 
ano  meeklp  to  f)ie  aBertp,  ano  to  Ijib  (3race. 

3Mfo,  mk  tijar  %  took  my>  toro'*  ^Letter*  of  f)ijff 
S^effage*  ano  openeo  Ultra  agamfl!  hi*  Heafce,  1 
knototahe  tfjat  3I  did  <EMt  toherefiore  31  put  me 
lotolp  in  l)t0  ©race. 

arffo,  in  that,  that  31  £riaun?reD  mp  Ho^O,  31 
l?nOtolrrh,  fljat  1!  oio  £bil  ano  OtickrDIp,  m  fe, 
that  31  (pake  to  him  in  £dauncezoiuJ  toifr,  in  aiu* 
Dteme  of  otln  r  folk  ^  bot  bp  ttjt  tf&ap,  that  m? 
$oul  fHaH  too,  31  meant  nnne  <Euil  therein,  neber* 
tildes  I  tost  ano  knotolrehe  tljat  31  Did  efoii  ano 
Unkinr  i^,  toljmfore  31  fubtntt  me  h*Sh  ana  loto  in 
tjuff  CHr**. 

2ilfo,  in  that  3!  among  other,  comtmmeo  ano 
sb  to  of  certain  Clrrea,  totjeftier  that  toe  might  gttoe 
up  cur  i£omage  for  orroe  cf  nur  4,rbf0  or  nor,  ano 
torjertjer  that  toe  totre  aCftntio  thereto  for  to  to  ft, 
mtoip  ano  bpmp  £roth.  3  ne  rjabe  note  none  full 
mmO  thereof  ut  3  trotoe  rather  pes,  than  Hflfi 
ftrtjnefb^e  3!  fubmit  me  hiSh  ano  ioto  ebermore  in  rjw* 
<0rare. 

Jttfix  in  that,  tfjat  3  toa0  in  $laee,  tohere  it  toa£ 
communeo,  anotpokm  in  manner  of  <Depo fai  of  mp 
3Ueg$  3LorD,  trtilp  3  fmotoietlj  toeli,  ttjat  toe  toere  &U 
frnho  thereto  f  r  two  \  aper  or  three,  ano  then  toere 
for  to  rjabe  cone  cur  |g  mage  ano  our  H>tl)e0»  ano 
jnit  him  a*  Ijigtjtp  in  efface  ajef  ever  ije  toa*  >  but 
forfoutij  there  31  ftnotolali  that  3  did  untruly  ano 
unftinolp  aft  to  turn,  that  i»  mp  ILiege  !lorD, « aiiD 
tiatl)  tun  fo  gooo  ano  kino  ^oro  to  mc,  toljcrefore 
31  beCtfct)  to  htm,  nortoitlifianamg  mpn  unkinOnef0, 
ebermore  of  ijis  §3ercp  ano  of  iyis  <$nte»  ajar  iotolp  ajff 
anp  Creature  map  btimii  it  unto  lyis  ?Liege  &ore. 

3tuo  3s  of  anp  neto  filing  or  SDrOenancc,  that  ctset 
3)  frouio  t>aoe  toifting  or  anoton,  oroameo  or  afltte 
fib,  onbp  or  apptrt,  tljat  flioutD  fjsfte  beenagaintt  mp 
^LurD'jff  eiiate,  or  Mill  or  anv  tljat  longetlj  about 
I)im,  fpth  tl)at  ^\ip  ^,  ^toorc  unto  him  at  Langeiy. 
cn  (Soo  .0  Bciip  trutp,  ano  bp  tljat  £Dtl)e  tfjat  ^ 
ttjere  maoei  31  neber  kneto  of  gattj^tng  agatnft 
ITjm,  ne  ncne  ctlirr  that  tunget!)  untt  if^im. 

3in0  as  touching  thefr  joints,  tljat  31  haDe  tnaoe 
ConfetTion  of  to  jS'ir  William  Rickhiii  ninfticf,  in  the 
M)icl)  31  toot  toeH,  that  31  habe  offen'OfO  mp  ?Lor& 
itnktnotp  ano  untruly  a#  31  have  faio  before*  hoto 

Ujaf 
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tljat  3  ijabe  in  aU  tljcfe  ^oint*  ofJenDeo  linn,  T*r  nttOT 
acne  againft  tjitn,  tretolp  anD  ^0  31  toiE  anfoer  btv 
fe^e  d3on  it  toa0  trip  meaning  ano  mp  totaning  to 
do  tlje  bell  for  Iji*  £  erf  on  ano  for  [)is  eaate^  nr? 
toerftjeltftf  31  toot  toelf,  ano  fmoto  toeli  notoe,  ttjat 
mp  ikeeDg  ana  mp  tliorkmg0  tocre  againft  Hip  3]n* 
tent  ;  but  bp  rlje  a&ap  tfja^  mp  ^oui  ffjau*  too,  of 
ttjcfe  J&omttf  ano  of  aU  ott)f  r  the  toljid)  that  31  Done 
of  iflegligeiKe  ano  of  Slnkunning,  it  toa0  nete 
mpne  3intent.  m  m?  SlHK,  ne  for  my  srijougfjt  for 
to  00  a  stung  tljat  iijoulo  Ijabe  been  Ciffreffe  or 
farming  asamtt  ttje  ^afctp  of  mp  Cipge  ?Loro'0  ®tv* 
fone,  ajs  31  toiU  anJfroer  oefore  (Boo  at  tlje  l^ap  of 
3,uD0ment» 

^no  therefore  %  betel)  my  £iege  an&gjorjemgn 
Horo  tije  &ing,  tljat  ije  toil!  of  fji0  (Brace  anD  T5c* 
ingmtp  accept  me  to  i)is  SKercp  ano  fjttf  <3race,  a0  31 
tljat  put  mp  mp  l&oop  ant>  mp  tSoootf,  fcoljollp 
at  tji0  2!UuX  a0  lately  meeklp  asr  anp  Creature 
cm  Do  or  map  00  to  tji^^ifge  £.or&  ^  befeectjing  to 
tjis  tjtgrj  'iio^DH?ip,  that  hetoiU  for  t^t-  £>afuoii  of  Ejim 
tljat  iutferea  for  all  QBankinD,  ano  tfie  Companion 
tljat  tjc  l)aO  for  1)10  £l£otrjer  >:n  tlje  C^CTe.  and  ttje^&itp 

1)C  l)*D  Of  Mary  Magdalen,  tljat  l)£  tolfl  fcOUCljlaft  for  tO 

ijabe  Cmnpaff  on  aiifl  ^ifp,  ano  to  accept  me  /o  Iji0 
S^ercp  ana  to  Iji*  (Braces  atfhe  tljat  tjatt)  etor  been  full 
of  SBercp  ant>  of  (Brace  to  all  Ijia  %izws>  ano  to  aU 
ottjer  tljat  tja^tor  nottgtjt  been  10  niglj  unto  tjim  a0  31 
tjaue  been,  tljouglj  3i  betn  untoorrtrp* 

After  this  Return  to  the  Commiffion  had  been  read, 
the  Appellants  prayed,  that  Sir  William  Rickbill,  approved 
for  his  Loyalty  and  Difcretion,  might  be  commanded 
by  the  King  upon  his  Allegiance  to  declare  the  Truth 
touching  this  Confeffion  ;  who,  in  the  Prefence  of  the 
King,  the  Lords  Spiritual  ar.d  Temporal  and  Com- 
mons in  Parliament,  faid  and  declared,  *  That  about 
4  Eight  o'Clock  before  Noon,  he  came  within  the 

*  Caftle  of  Calais*  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter*  who 
1  was  then,  of  good  Memory  and  out  of  Prifon  (g)  ; 

*  That  he  (hew'd  him  his  Cornmillion  and  the  Caule  of 

*  his  coming,  in  the  Prefence  of  Johti  Lamojlcr  and 

*  John  Lcvetoft  j  and  defired  that  what  he,  the  faid 

'  Duke, 

ft)  Et  taut  it  Ion  tn  banne  Memrie,      fan  dt  Dttrtjfc  de  Prifon. 

Brady,  P.  411. 
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k.  Richard  ii.  *  Duke,  had  to  fay  to  it  he  would  put  down* in  Writ- 

*  ing,  and  then  he  departed.    Returning  to  hirn  about 

*  Nine  of  the  Clock,  in  the  Afternoon  of  the  fame 

*  Day*  the  Duke  read  in  Writing  the  laid  Confeflion, 

*  with  his  own  Mouth,  and  gave  the  fame  to  William 

*  Rkkhill  with  his  own  Hand.  Further  j  William  Rick- 

*  bill  faid  to  the  (aid  Duke,  that  if  there  was  any 

*  Thing  more  touching,  this  Matter  that  he  would 

*  fpeak    it  for   the   King's  Satisfaction,  and  the 

*  Knowledge  of  the  whole   Truth  of  the  Affair. 

*  Whereupon,  the  Duke  faid  he  had  forgot  one  Thing 

*  that  then  came  into  his  Memory,  that  he  faid  to  his 

*  Majefty,  if  be  defigned  to  be  King  be  muft  not  inter- 

*  teie  for  Sir  Simon  Burley,  to  fave  bim  from  Death. 

*  And  he  defired  the  faid  William  RukbiU  to  {hew 

*  this  to  the  King  by  Word  of  Mouth  (b). 

To  keep  up  the  Impartiality  of  our  Inquiries,  it  is  lie- 
ceflary  to  Ly,  that,  notwithstanding  the  Formality  of  the 
Confeflion,  and  this  Depcfition  of  the  Judge  relating 
to  it,  yet  moft  Hiftorians  agree,  that  this  noble  Duke 
was  privately  murdered  at  Calais,  becaufe  the  King  and 
Council  durft  not  bring  fo  popular  a  Prince  to  an  open 
Trial  (').  Mr  Tyrrely  tho'  he  has  given  the  abovefaid 
Confeflion  at  large*  yet  concludes  with  faying  that  it 
was  extorted  from  the  Duke ;  and  that  he  was  one  thar 
flood  up  highly  for  the  Liberties  and  Rights  of  the 
People,  and  was  greatly  beloved  by  them.  And^yet 
he  owns,  that  he  was  one  of  fo  high  and  turbulent  a 
Temper,  as  greatly  exafperated  the  King  his  Nephew, 
which  gave  Occafion  to  thofe  that  hated  the  Duke  to 
work  his  Ruin ;  to  which  the  King  too  readily  con- 
fen  ted  [k). 

But, 

(b)  Et  pria  U  Jit  William  RickhtlJ  qmi  vrrroit  MonJIrer  arte  Madfe 
*u  Roy  f>jr  Boucb.  Brady,  P.  411. 

fir)  His  Body  was  afterwards  brought  into  ErtglanJ,  and  buxied  in  Weft- 
minjier  Abbey,  vshrre  his  Tomb  ftiJJ  remains, 

(kj  Sir  John  Froijfart,  a  Cotemporary  Hiflrorian,  and  very  converfant 
inKiog  Richards  Court,  has  a  very  long  Chapter  under  this  Title,  Jfoxu 
the  Dukt  of  Glouceftre  JubteUy  fought  out  the  Means  hciv  to  dejlruyc 
King  Rycharde  cf  Englande,  his  Aepbue.  And  fays,  ejtprcfry,  That 
th«  King  was  driven  to  th«fe  Straits,  titbit  to  dcjlroy  or  be  defrayed 
bimfcif.    Book  III.  Cap,  cc.xxii.  and  ccxxiii. 

Jjce  alio  FMum*t  Chron.  Part  VII.  Fol.  cxJii, 
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But  to  proceed  with  the  Record,  and  leave  the  Judg-  K.  Richard  it. 
merit  of  thefe  Matters  to  others.  On  the  20th  of  Septem- 
&r,the  Conftable  of  the  Tower  brought  before  the  Parli- 
ament Thomas  Earl  of  Warwick^  who  was  told  by  The 
Duke  of  Lancajler,  Lord  High  Steward,  by  Command 
from  the  King  and  all  the  Lords  Temporal,  that  he  was 
accufed  by  Edward  Earl  of  Rutland,  and  the  other  Ap- 
pellants, there  named,  of  divers  High  Treafons,  which 
were  all  comprehended  in  two  Articles,  that  of  aflem- Thc  Earf  of 
Ming  with  Force  and  armed  Men  at  Haritigay,  &e.  ™^™ck  con" 
and  the  Charge  about  Sir  Simon  Burley,  which  were 
drawn  up  in  the  fame  Words  as  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Earl 
of  Arundel.    To  all  which  he  anfwered,  with  Tears, 

*  That  he  well  underftood  thole  Treafons  and  wicked 

*  Deeds ;  that  he  was  guilty  of  them ,  and  put  himfelf 
■  upon  the  King's  Mercy  and  Grace/  (I)  Upon  which 
the  Duke  of  Lane  after,  by  Command  of  the  King, 
and  Confenr,  as  aforefaid,  of  all,  pronounced  the  very 
fame  Sentence  againft  him,  in  all  Things,  as  he  had  done 
againft  the  Earl  of  Arundel.  But,  adds  the  Record,  the 
King  moved  with  Pity,  to  the  Reverence  and  Honour 
of  God,  at  the  Prayer  of  the  Appellants,  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons  in  Parliament, 
remitted  Part  of  the  faid  Judgment,  and  granted  him 
his  Life  ;  fo  that  his  Sentence  was,  To  remain  Prijmer  And  j^^*, 
in  the  Ifle  of  Man  during  Us  Lfe  ;  upon  Condition  that 
if  any  Means  were  made  Ufe  of  to  the  King  or  his 
Heirs,  to  gain  him  any  further  Favour,  or  if  he  Jhould 
make  bis  Bfcape,  then  the  Judgment  fhould  he  put  in  Ex- 
ecution* and  the  King's  Grace  jhould  be  void. 

This  done,the  Commons  before  the  King,  in  Parlia- 
ment, affirm'd  the  faid  Appeals  to  be  all  good  and  law- 
ful. Afterwards  the  Lords  Appellants  impeached  Thomas  Thoma3  Mor,j, 
Mortimer  of  the  Treafons  comprifed  in  the  faid  Accufa-  mcr  makes  hia 
tion ;  but  he,  being  then  in  Ireland^  fled  into  the  EfciPc« 

Moun- 

Alfo  HoUingjbead,  P.  4S7.  Where  there  is  a  large  Account  of  the 
Duke's  haughty  Behaviour  Co  the  King,  and  hi*  iccret  Combination 
againft  him.  Poly  dare  Vergil  (Hies  this  Duke,  Vir  fcrotijfimus  fif  fra- 
cipitit  Ingtnii.    Hift.  Ang.  Lib,  XX. 

C)  J-  Stvwe  writes,  That  he  behaved  himfelf  like  an  old  Woman1  at 
his  Trial,  confefted  all  Things  contained  in  the  Appeal,  weeping,  wail- 
ing and  howling,  and  fubmittiiig  himfelf  in  all  Things  to  the  King1! 
Mercy,   Ctron.  P,  3x8. 
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IL  Rkhirill.  Mountains  to  the  hifh  Rebels  for  Protection.  A  Pro- 
clamation was  thereupon  ordered  in  Parliament,  to  be 
made  throughout  Inland*  that  he  fhouJd  furrender  him- 
felf  in  England^  within  three  Months,  to  anfwer  to  the 
Impeachment,  or  elfe  be  declared  a  Trayter  ;  and  all 
bis  Mannors,  Caftles,  Lands  and  Tenements,  csY. 
which  he  was  pouefs'd  of  on  the  13th  of  November,  as 
in  the  former  Cafes,  mould  be  forfeited  to  the  King  {!). 

After  thefe  fevere  Proceedings,  the  Commons  inter- 
ceded with  the  King,  for  his  Favour  towards  the  Bi- 
fhops  and  Lords  who  were  named  Commiffioners  in 
the  former  Commiflion,  made  in  the  tenth  Year  of  his 
Reign  ,  but  neither  procurM  it,  confented  to  it,  nor 
adted  in  the  Execution  of  it.  Three  of  thefe  were  yet 
alive,  viz.  the  Duke  of  York*  the  Biihop  of  IVinchejler, 
and  Richard  It  Scrcpt.  The  four  dead  were  William  late 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  Alexander,  late  Archbifhop  of 
York,  Tkomat,  late  Biihop  of  Exeter,  and  Nichclas,  late 
Abbot  of  Walt  bam,  wbofe  Loyalty  and  Innoccncy 
were  acknowledged  in  open  Parliament.  The  Decla- 
ration of  which,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Lords,  and  at 
the  Requeft  of  the  Commons,  the  King  caufed  to  be 
made  into  a  Statute. 

The  Commons  further  humbly  befeeched  the  King, 

*  That  he  would  pkafe  to  conlider,  how  that  at  the 

*  Time  when  Ibcmas  Duke  of  GUctjler,  Richard  Earl 

*  of  Arundel,  and  Thomas  Earl  of  Warwick,  did  rife  in 

*  Arms  againft  their  Allegiance  to  the  King  ;  the  faid 
£  Duke  and  Earls  would  have  come  and  feized  the  Per- 

*  fon  of  the  King,  killed  a  great  Number  of  his  Sub- 

*  jedls,  and  would  have  accomplifh'd  their  wicked  Pur- 

*  pole  and  Intent,  if  they  had  not  been  let  and  hundred 

*  by  thole  honourable  Perfons  of  the  King's  Blood, 

*  Henry  of  Lane  after,  Earl  of  Derby,  and  Tbonas  de 

*  Mcvjbray,  Ea;l  of  Nottingham  :  Thefe  Noblemen 
4  well  underftood  that  the  faid  Duke  and  Earls  were  no- 

*  roricufiy  acting  againft  their  Allegiance  and  the 

*  King's  Eftate  ;  and,  being  willing  to  do  their  Duty, 

*  left  the  other's  Company  and  came  to  him.  There- 

*  fore,  the  faid  Commons  specially  recommended  the 

*  Perfons 

(!)  The  Wrtt  <3>rffl*d  to  Xcgtr  Mortimer,  Earl  of  March,  the  King** 

Lieutenant  id  Ireland.,  with  the  Proclamation  againft  Themiu  Mortimer > 
included,  isprefctv'd  in  thefublick  Ath,  Tec.  VIII.  p,  16, 
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*  Perfons  of  the  Earl  of  Derby  and  Nottingham  to  his  K.  Richard  ii. 

*  Favour/  Whereupon,  the  King,  fitting  in  his  Royal 
Throne,  in  Parliament,  anfwered, 

That  thh  Matter  was  better  known  to  him  than  to  any 
ether,  and  hi  both  witnejfed  and  declared  the  good  Beha- 
viour ,  Loyalty  and  Fame,  of  the  /aid  two  Earls,  and 
held  them  for  his  loyal  Subjefts  ;  and  that  they  Jhould  be 
reported  and  taken  for  fucb  throughout  the  Realm.  Fur- 
ther* that  they  Jhould  be  excufed  from  any  Impeachment, 
Mole  Hat  ion  y  or  Grievance,  for  the  Cau/e  aforefaid,  in 
any  Time  to  come  (m). 

Then,  with  the  Advice  and  Con  fen  t  of  all  the  Lords 
in  Parliament,  and  at  the  Prayer  of  the  Commons,  the 
King  ordained  and  eftablitYd  that  this  Declaration  and 
Grant  Ihould  have  the  Force  of,  and  be  holden  for  a 
Statute  ;  and  that  all  Judgments,  Declarations,  Ordi- 
nances, and  EjlabliJbmetitSy  mad*  in  this  Parliament, 
Jhould  have  the  fame  Force. 

The  Kingt  in  fome  Mcafure,  to  reward  the  Loyalty 
of  the  Nobility,  made  feveral  new  Creations  in  this  Par- 
liament. For,  on  Michaelmas  Day,  Henry  Earl  of_ 
Derby,  was  made  Duke  of  Hereford j  Edward  Earl  0fPfomot^ 
Rutland,  Duke  of  Albemarle ;  Thomas  Holland  Earl 
of  Kent,  Duke  of  Surrey j  John  Holland  Eari  of  Hun- 
tington, Duke  of  Exeter  ,  both  the  King's  half  Brothers* 
Thomas  Mowbray  Earl  of  Nottingham,  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk ;  John  Beaufort  was  made  Earl  of  Ssmerfet,  and 
Marquefs  of  Dor fet  Thomas  Lord  Dejpencer,  Eari  of 
Glocejler ;  Ralph  Nevlte,  Earl  of  Wejlmonland  j  Tho- 
mas Piercy,  Earl  of  IVorccfler;  and  William  Scrope, 
Earl  of  Wilt/hire.  To  thefe  honourable  Titles,  the 
King  added  other  Favours,  by  diftributing  amongft  thefe 
Lords  the  forfeited  E (rates  of  the  Duke  of  Ghcefier,  and 
the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Warwick  ( n). 

After 

{m)  Thefe  two  Peers  had  been  Joint- Appellant!,  with  the  three  im- 
peach'd  Lords.     Stt  btfore  p.  4.11, 

(n)  Rapin*\  Hi  ft.  of  England.  Fol.  Ed.  p.  469. 

Eut  our  Foreigner  i»  miftaken  in  this,  for  the  greatcft  Part  of  the  Earl 
of  AvundtPi  ¥ftitc,  in  Walttt  was  annex* d  to  the  new  Principality  of 
Cbtfttr,  which  the  King,  at  that  Time,  created  ;  and  attorned  the  Title 
of  Prince  of  Cbeflcr  to  himfejj.  Sreiofs  Cbnn.  p.  318. 

The  King  alio  added  the  Arms  of  King  Edward  the  Confcflur,  and 
bore  them  Party  per  Pale  with  his  own. 
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k.  Richari  ii.  After  which,  this  Parliament  was  adjourn'd  to  the 
27th  Day  of  January,  to  be  then  held  at  Shrewsbury, 
and  all  Things  'till  then  were  to  remain  in  the  fame 
State  and  Condition. 

Notwkhftanding  the  Bufinefs  of  this  Seffion  was  over, 
which,  in  all,  tafted  but  twelve  Days,  yet  a  Matter  of 
fome  Moment  occurs,  which  was  the  immediate  Con- 
Sequence  of  it.    For  the  very  next  Day,  being  Sunday , 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  after  Maj's  was  cele- 
brated, in  the  Abbey-Church  at  Wefiminjler,  before  the 
Shrine  of  StEdward^took  anOath  in  the  King's  Pre  fence; 
And  the  Prelates,  that  is  to  fay,  all  the  Bi  111  ops  there 
prefent,  with  feveral  Mitred  Abbots  and  Priors  ;  whofe 
Names  and  Titles,  with  the  Form  of  the  Oath,  Dr 
Brady  has  copied  from  the  original  Roll,  as  follows. 
The  Archbifhop  of  Tork%    The  Bifhop  of  Chichejier, 
The  Bifhop  of  London,       The  Bifhop  of  5/  Afipb, 
The  Bifhop  of  JVinchefler,  The  Bifhop  of  Car  lip, 
The  Bifhop  of  Ely,  "        The  Bifhop  of  Llandaf, 
The  Bifhop  of  Dure  fat.    The  Prior  of  St  John  of 
The  Bifhop  of  Salisbury, 
TheBiihopof^f^r, 
The  Bifhop  of  Bangor, 
The  Bifhop  of  Worcefier, 
The  Bifhop  of  Hertford, 


Jerufalem, 
The  Abbot  of  Wejlminflcry 
The  Abbot  of  Canterbury, 
The  Abbot  of  St  Mans, 
The  Prior  of  Canterbury. 


You  /ball/wear,  That  will  and  truly  you  Jball  hold,  fu- 
Jfain,  and  maintain,  without  Fraud  or  Deceit,  all  the 
Statutes  1  Eftablijhments,  Ordinances,  or  Judgments  made 
or  given  in  this  Pa rlia ment,%v:thcut  dung  any  Thing  to  the 
contrary  of  any  of  them*  or  the  Dependencies  en,  or  Parcel 
ef  them  ;  nor  that  you  will  ever  repeal,  revoke,  eaffate, 
make  void,  reverfe,  or  adnull,  nor  ever  fuffer  them  to  be 
repealed^  revoked,  cajfated.  made  void,  reverfed,  or  ad- 
nulled^  fo  long  as  you  live;  faving  to  the  King  his  Royal- 
ty, Liberty,  and  the  Right  of  his  Crwn. 

And  lb  loon  as  they  had  fworn,  the  Lords  Tempo- 
ral, in  the  lame  Place,  in  the  Prt  fence  of  the  King, 
made  the  fame  Oath  \  that  is  to  fay, 
The  Duke  of  Guytn  and   The  Lord  de  Root, 

Lanca/ler,  The  Lord  de  Harringtony 

The  Duke  of  Torky  The  Lord  de  Burnett, 

The 


Of 

The  Duke  of  Hereford* 
The  Duke  of  Albemarle^ 
The  Duke  otSurrey, 
The  Duke  of  Except 
The  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
The  Marquefe  of  Dorfet, 
The  Earl  of  Oxford, 
The  Earl  of  Stafford, 
The  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land, 

The  Earl  of  Salisbury, 
The  Earl  of  Glacejler, 
The  Earl  of  fVeJlmoreland, 
The  Earl  of  Worcefter, 
The  Earl  ot  Wits, 
The  Lord  de  Carney s, 
The  Lord  de  Bmrchier, 
The  Lord  Powys, 
The  Lord  2%* 
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The  Lord  de  Berkely* 
The  Lord  de  Darcy, 
The  Lord  de  (Villougbby, 
The  Lord  Grey  of  Codnore* 
The  Lord  <?«y  of 
The  Lord  de  Scales, 
The  Lord  <fc  5r  Amand, 
The  Lord  <fc  FurnivaU* 
The  Lord  rff  Ferrers* 
The  Lord  <te  Seymour * 
The  Lord  Lovell, 
The  hotddtBardsIpbt 
The  Lord  deMorky, 
William  Beaumont,  Lord  of 

Burgavenny, 
Rafyh  de  Cromwell* 
Ralph  de  Lumly, 
Philip  le  DifpenfcK 


K»  Richird  II. 


And  did  fwear  further  in  thefe  Words : 
jftatf /wear,  Thqt  in  Time  to  come  you  /bail  never* 
fuffer  any  Man  living  to  do  any  Thing  contrary  to  the  Sta- 
tutes,   Eftablijhments,    Ordinances,    and  Judgments, TIie  1**4*  «rt 
made  or  given  in  this  prefent  Parliament,  mr  t*  any  De-  £")^t  ™g 
pendencies  on,  or  Pared  of  them :  And  if  any  one  Jhall  do  Resolution*  of 
Jo,  and  be  duly  convicled,  you  Jhall  ufe  your  entire  Power  ^  Parliament* 
and  Diligence^  without  Fraud  or  Deceit,  to  profecute  bim 
before  the  King  and  his  Heirs  Kings  of  England,  and 
caufe  him  to-  have  Execution  as  an  high  and  falfe  Traitor 
to  the  King  and  Kingdom   fav'mg  to  the  King  his  Royalty* 
Liberty,  and  Right  of  his  Crown, 

Then  the  King  asked  the  Knights  of  Shires  there  pre- 
fent for  the  Parliament,  If  they  would  hold  and  keep  tht 
fame  Oath  ?  Who  prom i fed  with  loud  Voices  to  keep 
it,  holding  up  their  Hands  on  high,  as  a  Sign  of  their 
Affirmance  of  the  faid  Oaths. 

And  immediately  after,  Sir  Thomas  de  Piercy,  made 
the  fame  Oath  the  Lords  Temporal  had  made,  for  and 
in  the  Name  of  the  Clergy,  as  their  Procurator  Gene- 
ral, and  by  Authority  above  faid. 

This  done,  the  King,  the  Prelates,  and  Lord*  Tern* 

Vol.  I.  Nn  porsuV 


E.  Rldjard  IK 


Anno  Rejni  21. 
At  Shrews bitfy. 
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poral,  went  from  the  Shrine  of  St  Edward,  a 
before  the  high  Altar  of  the  Church  ;  and  there  for  t 
Eftabli&ment  and  Affirmance  of  thefe  Things,  the  Pr 
lates  and  Ordinaries  of  the  Provinces  of  Canterbury 
York,  with  one  Afient  did  pronounce  the  Sentence 
the  greater  Excommunication,  againft  all  and  every 
the  Subjc£b  of  both  Provinces,  that  openly  or  privatel; 
by  Deed,  Counfel,  or  Advice,  mould  contravene  or 
againft  any  of  the  aforefaid  Premifl'es,  the  King's 
alty  and  Prerogative  in  all  Things  ikved* 

This  was  the  ftrongeft  Aflurance  that  any  King  ev 
did  or  could  take  from  his  Subjects ;  for,  if  Oaths  are  n 
fo  binding  as  they  mould  be  in  our  Days,  yet,  in  th 
Times  the  temporal  as  well  as  eternal  Punifhment,  d 
nounced  againft  the  Breakers  of  them,  mud  have  be 
regarded.    But  what  fmail  Faith  Princes  depend 
who  rely  on  nothing  elfe  but  iuch  Sender  A  durance 
from  their  Subjects,  may  be  notably  demonftrated  1 
theenfuing  R evolution. 

At  the  Time  appointed,  Jan.  17,  139B,  this  Pa 
liament  met  again,  according  to  the  late  Prorogatio 
at  Shrewsbury  {&) ;  and  on  the  Day  of  their  reaflembli 
the  Lord  High  Chancellor  put  them  in  Mind  4  Th 

*  this  Parliament  was  firft  fummoned  to  IVefiminft 

*  for  the  Honour  of  God,md  thai  Hifly  Church  might  c 

*  joy  all  her  Liberties  and  Franchifes ;  and  the  Knigh 

*  Citizens,  and  Burgefles  theirs  alfo,  as  ftrongly 
£  they  ever  did  in  former  Times-    That  there  mi 

*  be  no  more  Governors  in  the  Kingdom  than 

*  alio,  that  the  Laws  might  be  duly  obey'd  and  execu 

*  ed,  as  he  more  fully  explain 'd  to  them  in  fetting  forth 

*  and  declaring  the  Caufe  of  this  Parliament-*  The 
Chancellor  then  applied  himfelf  particularly  to  the  Com- 
mons, and  faid,  *  That  the  King  wanted  to  be  inform- 

*  ed  by  them,  how  the  Charge  mould  be  borne  for  the 

*  Defence  of  England,  Ireland,  Gnytnney  the  Marfhes 

*  of  Calais,  and  alio  thofc  of  Scotland,  in  cafe  they  kept 

*  not  the  four  Year's  Truce,  which  was  to  end  at  Mi- 

*  chatlmas  next. 


(0)  The  Writ  of  Summons,  directed  to  Roger  Earl  of  March t  Lieu 
nam  of  b eland \  requiring  his  Attendance  at  the  Parliament  at  Sintuf- 
Sury,  with  the  Reafons  ajlj ^tiT f«r  it,  i»  stUat  in  the  Public  slUi.  Dir. 
fuwro  Bit  Ottobna.  Toil.  VIU.  p.  2i» 


■ 
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In  this  Seflion  of  Parliament,  the  Lords  Appellant*  K 
again,  who*  tho*  the  fame  Perfons,  had  now  higher 
Titles,  as  Edward  Duke  of  Albemarle,  Thomas  Duke 
of  Surrey,  John  Duke  of  Exeter,  John  Marquefs  of 
Dorfet,  John  Earl  of  Salisbury,  Thomas  Earl  of  Glocefter, 
and  William  Earl  of  WilijUre,  fet  forth  to  the  King, 
that  certain  Lords,  lately  convidt  and  attainted,  viz. 
the  Duke  of  Glocefter,  with  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and 
Warwick,  by  Coertion  and  Compulfion,  had  made  him 
fummon  a  Parliament  at  Weflminfler,  on  the  Morrow 
after  Candlemas,  in  the  nth  Year  of  his  Reign  \  where 
were  particularly  recited  all  the  Queftions  and  Anfwers; 
formerly  put  to  and  made  by  Sir  Robert  Trefhan,  Chief 
Juftice,  with  the  other  Judges  and  King's  Serjeants  at 
Nottingham,  as  are  already  recited  (p). 

Then  the  Queftions  and  Anfwers  of  the  Judges,  made 
at  the  Time  aforefaid,  were  read  over  before  the  King* 
Lords,  and  Commons ;  and  all  the  Eftates  in  Parliament 
were,  ftverally,  asked,  What  they  thought  of  tkofe  An- 
fwers ?  who  faid,  They  thought  the  Judges  had  made  and 
given  their  Anfwers  duly  and  lawfully,  as  good  and  Liege 
People  of  the  King  ought  to  do.  After  which,  Sir  The 
mas  Sie/ton,  learned  in  the  Law,  William  Hankeford, 
and  William  Brtnckly,  the  King's  Serjeants,  faid,  The 
Anfwers  were  good  and  lawful,  and  if  the  fame  ^ueflion 
had  been  put  to  them,  they  would  have  given  the  fame 
Anfwer.  William  Thirning,  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's 
Bench,  faid,  The  Declaration  of  Treafon,  not  already  de- 
clared, belonged  to  Parliament  ;  but,  were  he  a  Lord  or 
Peer  of  Parliament^  and  had  been  ask'd,  he  would  have 
fpoke  in  the  fame  Manner  :  So,  likewife,  William  Rick- 
bill,  a  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  William  Clap- 
ton, Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common  Bench,  anfwered 
and  affirmed  the  fame  Things :  Therefore,  the  former 
Anfwers  of  the  Judges,  in  the  t \th  Tear  of  the  King, 
were  judged  and  held  to  be  good  and  fufficientt  by  this  Par- 
liament (a). 

N  n  2  Then, 

(f)  See  before,  P-  406, 

(q)  Monf.  Rapin  here  make  J  a  notable  Remark,  *  It  may  be  further 

*  obferv'd,  fays  he,  thit  the  violent  Method  pra&ii'd  by  Richard  to  at- 

*  tain  to  arbitrary  Power,  1  mean  forted  Elcdttons,  and  Opinions  of  th« 

*  judges,  wii  exa&Ly  copied  in  our  D*y4,  by  ont  of  bis  Siieecjptn,  who 

*  tad  without  Doubt  the  Jam*  Intention,   But,  wi  may  add,  that  the 

*  Atumpw 
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K.  Richard  II,     Then,  by  the  A  (Tent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  an 
Temporal,  the  Procurators  of  the  Clergy,   and  t 
whole  Body  of  the  Commons,  by  and  with  the  Advi 
of  the  Judges  there  prefent,  it  was  decreed,  ordain 
and  eftablimed,  *  That  the  Parliament,  holden  t 

*  faid  eleventh  Year,  mail  be  clearly  annulled  and  hel 

*  for  none,  as  being  done  without  the  Authority,  a 

*  againft  the  Will  and  Liberty,  of  the  King,  and  t 

*  kight  of  his  Crown ;  and  that  all  the  Judgmen 
Ail  the  Proceed-  *  Statutes,  ant*  Ordinances,  made  in  the  fame,  with  a 
inp  of  iCS/  *  Things  depending  upon  them,  fhall  be  revoked  a~ 
mentm  the  nth*  annulled,  reversed  and  repeated,  and  held  for  none 
Yew,  anatdl-d.  t  an(j  t^u  a)i  Lands,  Tenements,  Fees,  AdrowJbr 

*  and  other  PoiTefjions,  feiz'd  as  forfeit,  by  Colour  o 

*  the  faid  Judgment,  fhall  be  reftored  and  delivered  t 

*  them  who  were  condemn'd  or  put  out,  or  elfe  to  their 

*  Heirs  j  and  to  them  that  have  any  Caufe  of  Acuon 

*  or  Title  of  Right,  all  Manner  of  Liberties  and  Fran 

*  chifes  as  they  had  at  any  Time,  with  Reititution 

*  of  Goods  and  Chattels/ 

In  this  Seflion  of  Parliament,  Thomas  Mortimer*  im- 
peach'd  in  the  laft,  had  Time  given  him  to  mate 
his  Appearance  and  take  his  Trial,  which  he  not  doing, 
the  Duke  of  Lamafler^  as  Lord  High  Steward,  with  the 
Confent  of  the  Lords  Temporal,  and  the  Earl  of  Wilt- 
Jbire,  then  Proctor  for  the  Prelates  and  Clergy,  gave 
Sentence  and  Judgment  againft  him,  according  to  the 
Tenor  of  the  Proclamation. 

On  the  fame  Day,  which  was  Jan,  28,  came  on 
the  Trial  of  John  de  Cohham  (r)  Knight,  who  had  been 
impeached,  by  the  Commons,  in  the  laft  Seflion,  for 
the  fame  Crimes  that  Thomas  Mortimer  was,  viz,  that 
he,  fitting  in  Judgment,  awarded  Sim&n  Burley  and 
James  BernerSy  Knights,  to  be  executed,  as  before, 

without 

e  Attempts  of  theft  two  Monarchs  ferved  only  to  promote  their  cwa  De- 

*  ftru&ion,  and  th»t  their  Defigns  came  to  the  Cunc  Cataftrophe.* 

hiji.  tf  Ek£,  Fol.  Ed.  p.  468. 
(r)  Mr  TyrrtJ,  tho1  he  has  triced  exactly,  and  in  fevers!  Thinp.  has 
enlarged  upon,  and  corrected  Dr  Brady t  Sa  his  Proceedings  of  this  Par- 
liament, yet  ha*  whully  omitted  thii  Trial*  which  is  as  much  upon 
Record  as  any  of  the  reft.  It  is  fomewhat  odd,  that  this  Sir  "Joba  C*i- 
bam%  who  ws»  but  a  Commoner,  fhould  be  tryed  in  the  fame  Manner  u 
the  Aichbifliop  and  the  other  Peeri, 
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without  the  King's  Afient,  in  his  Abfence,  and  in  the  k.  Richard  II. 
Abfence  of  many  Peers  of  Parliament,  who  arofe  and 
would  not  fit  in  fuch  Judgment,  &c.  againft  the  Peace 
of  the  King,  his  Crown  and  Dignity. 

The  Duke  of  Surrey,  in  whole  Cuftody  this  Sir 
John  Cobham  was,  brought  him  into  'Parliament  to  an- 
fwer  to  the  Articles  alledged  again  ft  him,  and  the  Duke 
of  Lancafter  told  him,  that  he  was  accufed  and  im- 
peached by  the  Commons,  for  the  Treafons  a  fore  fa  id, 
and  commanded  him  to  anfwer  at  his  Peril,  Upon 
hearing  the  Impeachment  read,  the  Knight  faid,  'That, 

*  as  to  the  making  of  the  Cornmiflion  he  was  not 

*  guilty ;  and,  as  to  the  Ufe  and  Exercife  of  the  fame, 

*  he  faid  he  did  not  meddle  with  it  without  the  King's 

*  Command,  and  that  he  went  to  the  King  and  told 

*  him,  he  with  others  were  made  Commiffioners,  but 

*  that  he  would  not  act  according  to  the  Com  million 

*  without  the  King's  Licence,  who  thereupon  com- 

*  manded  him  to  aft.*  To  this  the  King  himfelf  an- 
fwer ed,  That  he  was  under  fucb  Government  at  that 
Time,  that  be  could  fay  no  ctherwife,  by  Reafin  of  fucb 
as  were  then  about  him  ;  but  that  the  Commiffon  was 

made  again  ft  his  Will  the  faid  John  Cobham  could  not  %\T  j,  cobh&m 
deny.    As  to  the  Judgment  and  Award  made  againft  impeach1^  and 
the  faid  Simw  and  James,  the  Prifoner  faid,  '  He  was v""' 

*  told  by  thofe  who  were  then  Matters,  that  ft  was 

*  the  King's  Will  fucb  Judgment  and  Award  fhould 

*  be  made/  Upon  thefe  Anfwers,  the  Commons 
prayed  the  King  to  give  Judgment  againft  him,  as  con- 
vift  and  attainted  of  the  Ufe  and  Exercife  of  the  Com- 
miffion,  EsV.  Whereupon  the  Lord  High  Steward,  by 
Confent,  as  aforefaid,  gave  Judgment  againft  the  faid 
"John  de  Cobham,  as  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Earl  of  ArundeL 
But  all  thofe  Judgments  the  King  ^racioully  pardonM ; 
yet  fo  that  he  was  to  be  a  Prifoner  in  the  Ifle  of  Jer- 
fcy  during  his  Life,  on  the  fame  Conditions  as  the 
"Earl  of  iParwiik  in  the  Ifle  of  Man. 

The  next  Day  Sir  John  Buffy^  or  Bvjhy,  Speaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  came  before  the  King  and 
Lords,  and  faid,  *  That  before  that  Time  many  Ordi- 
1  nances  and  Statutes,  made  in  divers  Parliaments, 

*  had  been  rererfed  by  others  of  different  Opinions, 

N  n  2  *  Reafons 
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K-  Rkh»ri  U.  «  Reafons,  and  Devices,  therefore,  he,  in  Behalf  of 
1  the  Commons,  prayed  the  King,  that  the  greateft 

*  Security  which  could  be  given  might  be  done  this 

*  Parliament/  The  King  charged  all  the  E dates,  upon 
this  Motion,  to  give  him  their  Advice  for  the  belt 
and  moll  firm  Security  in  this  Cafe.  The  Lords  an- 
fwered,  *  That  they  had  all  fworn  before  to  hold  and 

*  keep  the  faid  Judgments,  Eftabli foments  and  Statutes, 

*  which,  as  much  as  in  them  lay,  they  were  refblved 

*  to  maintain  with  all  their  Power/  The  King  alfo 
demanded  of  the  Judges  and  Serjeants  at  Law,  if  they 
knew  any  fecurer  Way  for  the  keeping  and  obferving 
of  the  faid  Ordinances  and  Statutes  ?  Who  an  fwered* 
the  greateft  Security  which  could  be  given  was  already 
done  by  this  Parliament.  Yet,,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  thought  fit  to  renew  their  Oaths  before  the 
King  in  Parliament,  upon  the  Crcfs  of  Canterbury  \  at 
which  Solemnity,  the  Commons  held  up  their  Hands  in 
Affirmance  of  the  faid  Oaths,  as  did,  likewife,  tffc 
Proclors  for  the  Clergy,  and  the  Knights  about  thf 
Ki/ig.  Then  Proclamation  being  made,  in  the  Audi* 
ence  of  the  whole  Aflembly,  to  know  if  they  would 
confent  to  this  Manner  of  Security,  they  anfwered, 
lifting  up  their  Hands  on  high,  and  crying  with  a  loud 
Voice,  That  it  pkafed  them  tvtll,  and  they  fully  eonfent- 
ed  thereunto,  La/tfy,  and  which  was  to  eftablifh  the 
Proceedings  of  this  Parliament  on  the  moft  perma- 
nent Foundation,  the  King  obtained  the  Pope's  Let- 
ters, denouncing  grievous  Cenfures  againft  all  what- 
foever  that  ihould  pre  fume,  at  any  Time,  and  in  any 
Manner,  to  break  ihefe  Statutes.  Which  Letters  the 
King  caufed  to  be  publickly  read  at  Paul's  Crofs^  and  in 
all  the  chief  Cities  of  the  Kingdom  (f). 

The  Day  after,  which  was  the  hilt  Day  of  this  Par- 
a  Subfidy  grant.  liament,  the  Commons,  with  the  A  Cent  of  the  Lords, 
«<i  for  the  King-i  granted  to  the  King  the  Subfidy  on  Wool,  Leather  and 
Life'  Woolfells,  for  his  Life  ;  with  one  whole  Tenth  and 

Ffteenth,  and  half  a  Tenth  and  Fifteenth*  which  was 
more  than  ever  they  had  given  to  his  Grandfather,  But, 

upon 


(f)  Wdjingbam,  P.  3  5S.  The  Pc*pe*s  Bull  of  Confirmation  is  in  the 
i&fftajttettiLifi  of  Richard  II.  P.  1(5. 
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upon  thefe  Grants,  the  Commons  prayed  his  Majefty  K,  Richwd  lit 
to  beftow  three  or  four  Thoufand  Marks  on  thoie  that 
had  been  plundered  at  Radeot  Bridge,  and  to  pay  the 
Lords  Appellants  their  Expences  j  both  which  were 
granted.  ■ 

Then,  on  the  fame  Day,  an  Ael  of  Grace \  or  a  Ge- 
neral Pardon,  was  pafTed  tor  all  Things  done  before  that 
Time,  which  was  the  iaft  Day  of  January, 

It  is  faid,  by  many  Hiftorians,  that  there  was  an  Ex-  Ac«aerai  Ptr- 
ception  made  in  this  Pardon,  of  Fifty  Perfins,  from  the  don. 
Benefit  of  it  i  whole  Names  were  not  exprefled,  but 
left  to  the  King's  own  Knowledge  and  Pleafure.  By 
which  Refervation,  fay  they,  this  General  Pardon 
became  no  Pardon  at  all  ;  fince  no  Man  in  England 
could  a  fibre  himfelf  that  he  was  included  in  it  (/).  But 
it  is  happy  for  the  Memory  of  this  unfortunate 
Prince,  that  this  Pardon,  or  Aft  of  Grace,  is  (till  upon 
Record,  and  is  printed  from  thence  in  the  laft  Edition 
of  the  Statutes  at,  large  j  by  which  'tis  eafy  to  difprove 
this  fcandalous  Afperfion,  and  evidently  mews  how  far 
a  Partial  Hijlorian  will  go,  when  he  feeks  to  corrobo- 
rate his  favourite  Principle.  It  appears  by  the  Tefti- 
mony  above  recited,  that  there  are  but  two  Excepti- 
ons, made  in  the  whole  Act ;  and  tbofe  very  modeft 
ones.  The  Firft  is,  That  no  Perfon,  whatfiever,  /ball 
have  the  Benefit  of  this  Aft,  fir  Treafon  or  Felony,  un- 
lefi  he  fues  out  his  Charter  of  Pardon.  The  next  is. 
Provided  afo,  that,  at  all  Times,  thefe  Perfons  who  rode 
and  gathered  ihemfelves  forcibly  again  ft  the  King,  in 
the  eleventh  Tear  of  his  Reign,  with  the  Lords  that  art 
convicted  and  condemned,  fall  have  no  Benefit  of  this  Ad, 
made  at  this  Time,  unkfs  they  jug  out  their  Charters  of 
Pardon,  for  each,  before  the  Fesfi  of  8*  John  Baptilt 
next  coming  (u). 

And  further,  we  find  in  the  Collc£tion  of  Publkk 


(f)  HeKr.gjbtad**  Chron.  P.  493  TyrreTs  Hiftarjr  of  En£hnd,  Vol. 
III.  P.  gSj.  Sat*.  Bame!  in  Ken****  F.  278.  The  Life  »nd  Reign  of 
R..L.  II,   By  Prrfon  of  Quality,  P.  165. 

(it)  Fvntur  au  fy  mt  feitA  qt  nully  qi  tbtvatbtrtnt  fif  fay  levcretiT 
foremtamt  tsamtr*  It  Rcy,  ran  it  fin  Regie  anty/me,  oveh  ft  Stigntun 
fe  /tax  trt  aajugg^z  &t  fotoithe,    r.t$ntf  tf»J  Bt'tjict  it  ctUc  fiite  a 

ttOk 
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AUs  x  Writ,  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  Sbrcpjbire,  which 
was,  alfo,  fent  to  all  the  other  Sheriffs  in  England, 
wherein  the  Time  for  taking  out  Pardons  the  King  en- 
larges from  Midfummer  to  the  Feaft  of  All  Saints. 
And  tho*  the  Subftance  of  the  former  Aft  is  recapi- 
tulated in  this  Writ,  there  is  no  Mention  made  of  any 
fuch  Exception  in  it  {x). 

After  the  Grant  of  this  Pardon,  the  King,  by  his 
own  Mouthy  declared  in  Parliament,  That,  if  the  Lards 
and  Commons,  who  in  Time  to  tame  may  Jit  in  Parlia- 
ment, /hall  Let,  or  any  ways  difturh  him  in  the  Ccltefli- 
en  of  the  [aid  Impojh  on  Wool,  Leather,  and  Wool- 
fells,  granted  as  above,  their  Proceedings  Jhall  he  void* 

During  this  fecond  Seffion,  Richard  brought  into 
Sbretvfiury  a  numerous  Guard  of  the  Militia  of  Chejhire, 
who  exprefled  fo  ftrong  an  Inclination  to  ierve  htm, 
that,  to  gratify  the  County  he  erefted  it  into  a  Princi- 
pality ;  and  added  to  the  reft  of  his  own  Titles  that  of 
Prince  of  Chejfer. 

A  private  Petition,  but  which  had  a  publick  Con- 
cern, came,  alfo,  before  this  Seffion  of  Parliament. 


to  Hugh  the  Father  and  High  the  Son,  petitioned  the 
King,  in  full  Parliament,  to  have  Redrefs  i  and  recited 
the  Petitions  of  his  faid  Anceftors  made  to  the  King  in 
a  Parliament  holden  at  York  in  the  Fifteenth  Year  of 
Edward  II. 

The  Parliament  took  this  Affair  into  Confideration, 
and  difanulled  the  Exile  and  Dilherifon  of  both  thofe 
Earls  for  the  following  Reafons ;  firft,  Becaufe  they 
were  not  appealed,  or  called  to  anfwer,  nor  due  Pro- 
cefs,  again  ft  them  made,  according  to  Law.  Secondly, 
Becaufe  the  Prelates,  who  were  Peers  of  the  Realm, 
did  not  confer t  to  the  faid  Exile  and  Dilherifon. 
thirdly,  Becaufe  it  was  againft  Magna  Cbarta  that  any 


ceL'e  Tempt,  fh  ne  purjuivevt  Cbartret  it  Pardon  en  telle  Fartie  partxtrt 
ty  C-f  le  Ftfie  de  Stint  Johau  [e.  Baptifte,  projebeis  avcKsr. 

See  Cap.  xiv.  in  the  Acts  of  this  Parliament:,  A*,  n,  Richard  II. 
in  the  Sututet  at  Large,  hft  Edition. 

(at)  F^d.  Angli^,  Tom.  viii,  P,  40.    Dat.  apud  Litchfield,  Junil  15. 

There  is  a  particular  Pardon  granted  to  Sir  Richard  le  Scropt,  for  be- 
ing concern' d  in  the  ComrailTion,  &c,  Dated  at  WepminfieT t  Dremhr 
5.  Ibidem,  P.  26. 
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one  mould  be  exiled,  or  tried,  or  otherwife  deftroyed  Kt  RkhlnJ  IT< 
without  Judgment  of  his  Peers.  And  the  Petitioners  far- 
ther fet  forth,  that  whereas  this  Annul ladon  was  after- 
wards made  void  in  the  Firft  of  Edw*  III.  they  pray  that 
Statute  may  be  reverfed,  and  all  the  Articles  and  Things^  Knierifb 
comain'd  in  it,  for  the  Reafons  abovefaid.    The  Peti-  0f  ^  ^"dJ, 
t ion  was  granted,  and  the  Statute  reverfed  and  made fp«iferaanoit]r<), 
void  accordingly,  not  only  for  the  Giufes  before  ex- 
fire  fled,  but,  alfo,  Cm/tiering  that  the  Repeal  was  made 
by  King  Edwaid  III.  at  fuch  Time  as  his  Father  Edward 
II.  was  living,  being  very  Kivgy  and  in  Prijbn,  fi  that 
hi  could  not  refijl  the  fame.    But,  we  fhall  find  that  all 
thefe  Proceedings  were  again  reverfed  in  the  Firft  Par- 
liament of  King  Henry  IV.  on  which  Mr  Tyrrel  makes 
this  juft  Remark,  *  That  there  can  nothing  be  con- 

*  eluded  from  the  Precedents  of  thefe  two  Parliaments, 

*  as  well  as  fome  others,  but  that  they  have  for  the 

*  mod  Part  voted  according  to  the  pre  lent  ruling  Tem- 

*  per  of  the  Nation,  or  the  Inclination  of  the  Prince 

*  that  called  them 

But,  before  we  conclude  with  the  T  ran  factions  of 
this  Parliament,  we  muft  recite  an  Affair  which  now  The  Source  of 
happened,  greater  in  its  Confequences,  than  any  Thing the  =nfuijl8  **- 
which  has  been  hitherto  related.   The  Reader  may  ob-vn  i 
ferve,that  in  the  Lift  of  the  Lords  Appellant 'j, given  at  the 
Beginning  of  this  Seflion,  the  Names  of  the  Dukes 
of  Hertford  and  Norfolk  are  not  mentioned,  tho*  they 
were  both  concern'd  in  the  Impeachments.    Th i s  could 
proceed  from  nothing  elfe  than   a  mortal  Quarrel 
which  had  then  happened  between  thefe  two  Noble- 
men ;  and  which  the  former  was  about  to  accufe  the 
other  of  before  the  King  and  Parliament. 

As  a  Prelude  to  the  main  Affair,  on  this  lair  Day  of 
the  Parliament  the  Duke  of  Hereford  took  Occafion 
to  fall  on  his  Knees,  in  a  very  humble  Manner,  before 
the  King,  in  the  Prefence  of  both  the  Houfes,  and 
fpoke  thus  to  him  j  1  My  Liege  Lord,  I  know  well 

*  that  many  Riots,  Difturbances  and  evil  Deeds  have 
1  been  made  and  done  within  your  Kingdom,  to  the 

*  Offence  of  you  and  your  Royal  Eftate,  in  which  I, 

*  myfelf,  was,  with  others,  prcfent  i  not  with  an  ill 

Intent 

(^)  Tyrrrt>  Vol.  til.  P.  9S1.  See  before  p.  169  and  191, 
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1C.  Richard  ii.  *  Intent  on  Purpofe  to  offend  you,  for  I  knew  not 
4  then  it  was  any  Fault  or  Offence  againft  you.  But, 

*  Sir,  face  I  am  now  better  informed,  1  confeis  my 

*  Offences,  and,  in  To  doing,  I  beg  your  Mercy  and 

*  Pardon.'  Upon  which  the  King  graciouily  accepted 
of  the  humble  Prayer  and  Confeffion  of  the  Duke ; 
granted  him  the  Pardon  he  afked,  in  full  Parliament, 
for  whatever  he  had  done  in  the  Thing?  above- faid, 
or  deferred  for  them  ;  promifed  to  be  his  good  Lord, 
and  declared  openly  to  .  all  the  Eftates,  that  he  had 
granted  him  full  Pardon  for  the  Matters  afore&id. 

After  which,  the  faid  Henry  of  Lancqfter,  Duke  "of 
Hereford,  came  to  the  King,  with  a  Schedule  in  his 
Hand,  and  faid,  4  That  he  had  already  by  his  Majefty*s 
'  Command,  been  before  him  at  Haywode,  where  he 
-  '  had  informed  him,  that  Thomas  Mowbray,  Duke  of 

*  Norfolk,  had.  fpoken  many  difhoneft  Words  (z),  in 

*  Slander  of  his  Royal  Perfon,  which  were  fpoken  to 
'  himfelf,  and  that  then  his  Majefty  charged  him, 

*  upon  his  Allegiance,  that  he  would  truly  repeat  the 

*  Words  as  they  were  fpoken.  That  not  out  of  Ma- 
'  lice,  or' any  other  Caufe,  but,  only,  as  he  was 

*  bound  to  obey  the  King's  Command,  he  had  now 

*  put  down  in  Writing  the  Words  which  the  Duke 

*  of  Norfolk  fpaket®  him,  to  the  belt  of  his  Remem- 
«  brance,  as  they  were  contained  in  this  Schedule, 

*  which  he  delivered  to  the  King  ;  with  a  Proteft ation, 

*  at  the  fame  Time,  to  add  or  diminifh  when  he  plea- 

*  feci,  or  as  it  might  be  needful,  faving  always  the 

*  Subftance  of  the  prefent  Writing ; '  which  was  to 
this  Effeft ; 

That  in  the  Month  of  December,  in  the  Twenty  firfi 
Year  of  your  Reign,  the  Duke  of  Hereford  travelling 
between  Brainford  and  London,  met  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk with  a  great  Train,  and  difiourfed  with  bim  of 
divers  Matters,  amongft  which  he  told  him^  they  were 
Mil  ready  to  brbe  undone  j  and  the  Duke  of  Hereford  de- 
•  manded 

(a)  There  is  a  ftrange  Miflake  in  Sir  John  Fro:fart*»  Chronicle,  or  in 
the  Record,  for  the  former  fays,  exprefly,  *  That  it  was  the  Duke  of 

*  Norfolk  who  accufed  the  Duke  of  Hertford  for  flanderous  Words  fpo- 
'  ken  by  him  againft  the  King  j '  and  gives  all  the  Circumfiances  at 
large,   Book  IV.  Cap,  ccxxviiu 
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manded  why  f  He  anfouer'd,  for  the  Facl  at  Radcot-  Richard  ir. 
Bridge  :  Tfo  of  Hereford  /aid,  How  can  that 

be  f  for  the  King  hath  (hewed  us  Favour,  and  declared 
us  in  Parliament  to  have  been  good  and  loyal  towards 
him.  The  Duke  Norfolk  anjwer'd,  Not  with/landing 
that,  it  will  be  done  to  us,  ai  has  been  done  to  others  be- 
fore,  far  he  will  vacate  this  Record,  The  Duke  of 
Hereford  reply*  d,  This  would  be  a  great  Wonder,  fence 
the  King  had  /aid  it  before  all  the  People,  that  He  Jhould 
afterwards  make  it  be  annulled*  And  further,  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  faid,  This  was  a  marvellous  World,  and  un- 
fafe,  for  I  know  well,  faid  he,  that  if  * 
my  Lord  your  Father  and  you  had  been  taken,  or  killed^ 
when  you  came  to  Wind  for,  after  the  Pari  amen  t  was 
up ;  that  the  Dukes  of  Albemarle  and  Exeter,  the  Earl 
of  Worcefter,  and  htmjelf,  were  agreed  never  to  undo 
any  Lord  without  juft  and  reafinable  Caufe  ;  and  that 
the  Malice  of  this  Fail  was  in  the  Duke  of  Surry,  with 
the  Earls  of  Wikfhire  and  Salifbury,  drawing  to  them 
the  Earl  of  Gloucefter,  who  had  fworn  to  undo  Six 
other  Lords,  that  is  to  fay,  the  Dukes  of  Lancafter* 
Hereford,  Albemarle*  and  Exeter,  with  the  Marquefs 
of  Dorfet,  and  Himfelf.  He  alfofaid,  they  purpofed  t§ 
reverfe  the  Judgment  of  Earl  Thomas  of  Lancafter* 
and  hereby  we  and  many  others  Jhould  be  diftnherited* 
The  Duke  of  Hereford  faid^  God  forbid,  for  it  would 
be  a  great  Wonder  if  the  King  {bould  affent  to  this,  for 
it  was  with  a  ekearful  Countenance,  that  he  promifed  to 
be  a  good  Lord  to  them  and  others,  and  alfi  that  he  knew 
he  had  fworn  it  by  St  Edward  ;  and  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk "an fiver*  d,  He  had  done  the  fame  to  him  many  times, 
and  fworn  by  the  Body  of  God,  and  that  for  all  this 
He  was  never  the  more  to  be  trufied  \  and  further  faid 
to  the  Duke  of  Hereford,  that  the  King  was  about  to 
draw  the  Earl  of  March  and  others  to  the  fame  Agree- 
ment and  Purpofe  of  the  faid  Four  Lords  to  dejlroy  the 
reft  aforepid.  The  Duke  of  Hereford  reply* d,  if  it  be 
foy  we  can  never  truft  them.  The  Duke  of  Norfolk 
returned,  for  certain  not  ;  for  altho*  they  cannot  accom- 
pl'tjb  their  Deftgns  at  prefent,  yet  they  will  be  contriving 
ten  Tears  from  this  Time  to  dejlroy  us  in  our  Hmfes* 
This  Complaint  in  Writing  having  been  reai  before 

the 

•  Not  legible  in  the  Record* 


K.  RkfcarJ  H. 
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the  King  and  Lords,  it  was  then  ordained  by  him, 
with  the  Aflent  of  all  the  other  Eftates,  that  the  Ma 
ters  therein  comprifed,  lhould  be  determined  and  end 
by  the  good  Advice  and  Difcretion  of  the  King,  a 
the  Com mifli oners  already  afligned  by  Authority  of  Par 
liament.  The  Reafon  of  confirming  thefe  Comrai/r 
oners  we  have  referved  as  the  finilhing  Stroke  to  t' 
long  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament,  fince  they  were 
a£l  by  that  Authority,  and  to  be,  in  a  judicial  Way 
the  Reprefentatives  of  the  whole  Body.  For, 

On  this  laft  Day  of  the  Seflion,  f  armery  31, 
Commons  pray'd  the  King,  *  That  whereas  they  had 

*  before  them  divers  Petitions,  as  well  for  fpecial  Per- 

*  fons  as  others,  not  read  and  anfwered  »  and,  al fr 
'  many  other  Matters  and  Things  had  been  moved 
4  the  Prelence  of  the  King,  which,  for  Shortnefs 

EU?i  Md*?'  Time,  could  not  be  well  determined,  that  it  wou" 

*  pleafe  hts  Majefty  to  commit  full  Power  to  certa" 

*  Lords,  and  others  there  named*  to  examine,  anf* 

*  and  dilpatch  the  Petitions,  Matters,   and  Tbi 

*  abovefaid,  and  all  Dependencies  on  them.*  To  t" 
Prayer  the  King  gave  his  Aflent,  and  thereupon. 
Authority  of  all  the  Eftates,  it  was  ordained,  Tb 
John  Duke  of  Laneaflery  Edmund  Duke  of  Yorky  E 
ward  Duke  of  Albemarle \  'Thomas  Duke  of  Surry  y  Jo 
Duke  of  Exeter,  John  Marqueis  of  Dorfety  Eager  E 
of  Martha  John  Earl  of  Sal:Jburyy  Henry  Earl  of  M 
thumberlana>  Thomas  Earl  of  Gloucefier,  Thomas  Earl  of 
lyinchejler^  and  William  Earl  of  Wiltjhirey  or  any  Six 
of  them,  together  with  John  Bujjey,  Henry  Green > 
John  Rujj'el-i  Robert  Teye,  Henry  Chelmfivikey  sm&'John 
Golofre,  Knight?,  deputed  by  the  Commons  in  that 
Parliament,  or  any  Three  of  them,  fhall  have  full 
Power  to  execute,  anfwer,  and  fully  determine  all  the 
fold  Petitions,  with  their  Complaints ;  as  alfo,  all  othr 
Matters  and  Things  moved  in  the  Prefence  of  the  King 
with  all  other  .Dependencies  upon  them,  not  yet  determin- 
ed, as  they  fimll  think  bejl  by  their  good  Javier  and  Dif- 
cretion to  ael  in  tl?efe  Jffairs  (a).  Thus, 

(*)  This  Commiffitm  is  at  large  in  the  Statute  Book,  An,  Reg,  Rich. 
II.  «.  Cap.  xvi.  Wherein  may  be  obferved,  fomewhat  very  rare  fur  thefe 
Times,  that  there  was  not  one  of  the  Clergy  araongft  them. 
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Thus,  after  a  Multiplicity  of  Bufinefs,  tranfafled  in  K(  Rid^a 
a  very  little  Time,  was  this  Parliament  difiblved  ;  the 
firft  Seffion  Ming  but  twelve  Days,  and  the  laft  but 
four.  The  various  Reflections,  which  have  been  made 
by  Hiftorians,  on  the  Conduct  of  this  Parliament,  we 
lhall  not  touch  upon  ;  the  Authors  themfelves  may  be 
perufed,  and  every  Reader  form  his  own  Judgment  by 
them.    We  mall  only  add,  what  Mr  Tyrrel  ohferves, 

*  That  by  this  lalt  A£t,  the  whole  Power  and  Authori- 

*  ty  of  the  Kingdom  was  now  devolved  upon  the 

*  King,  twelve  Peers,  and  fix  Commoners ;  and  how 

*  arbitrarily  they  ufed  it,  may  be  feen  in  the  Sequel  (b). 
But  it  is  neceflary  here,  to  keep  up  the  Thrtad  of 

this  Hiftory,  to  ftep  out  of  Parliament  a  little,  and  pur- 
fue  the  Quarrel  which  was  begun  in  the  laft  Seffion  be- 
twixt the  two  Noblemen  aforefaid.  We  "have  faid  the 
Dec  ifion  of  it  was  left  to  the  laft  named  Committee,  in 
general,  or  a  particular  Number  of  them.  No  fooner 
was  the  Parliament  difiblved,  but  both  the  Dukes  ap- 
pear'd  before  the  King  at  OfwaldJirte>  when  a  further 
Day  was  afiign'd  to  meet  them  at  Windfor.  In  the  mean 
Time  the  King,  Lords,  and  Knights,  abovefaid,  a- 
greed  that  the  Determination  of  the  Difference,  ftiould 
be  according  to  the  Laws  of  Chivalry  j  if  other  Proof  or 
Evidence  could  not  be  found  for  the  ending  of  this  Dis- 
pute by  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Law,  But  no  further 
Proof  being  product  by  either  of  the  Parties,  they  both 
appeared  at  the  Place  laft  mention'd,  on  the  Day  pre* 
fix'd,  to  receive  the  King's  Judgment  thereon. 

Hereupon,  as  it  had  been  determined  by  the  King  and 
the  Committee  of  Parliament,  at  QfwaMftra,  his  Ma- 
jefty  ordained,  fince  there  was  no  other  Way  to  fettle 
the  Difference,  that  it  mould  be  determined  by  Jingle 
Combat  at  Coventry^  on  a  Day  appointed  for  that  Pur- 
pofe. 

Our  general  Hiiro  nans  are  here  again  very  particular, 
in  deferring  all  the  Circumftances  of  this  famous  Duel, 
that  was  to  be  ;  and  much  pompous  Language  is  us*d 
in  the  Account  of  the  Preparations  and  Appearance  of 
-the  two  noble  Combatants.    But  we  mall  content  our- 

felves 

(l)  TyrrtPt  Hiftory  pf£^W,  Vol.  III.  p.  982* 
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felves  in  following  ftriclly  the  Tenor  of  the  Record* 
by  which,  though  the  Reader  will  find  himfelf  abriog'd 
in  the  ceremonial  Part,  he  may  be  fawned  with  the  real 

one. 

The  two  Dukee  having  accepted  of  the  Trial  by 
Due!,  as  above,  they  both  appear'd  at  Coventry^  at  the 
Time  prefix'd,  which  was  Sept.  i6>  the  lame  Year, 
ready  at  all  Points*  to  decide  the  bloody  Controverfyi 
when  the  King  took  the  Battle  into  his  own  Hands,  as 
the  Record  has  it,  and  by  the  full  Advice,  Authority, 
and  Aflent  of   Parliament,    decreed  and  ordained, 

*  That  for  the  Peace  and  Tranquility  of  himfelf,  his 

*  Kingdom,  and  his  Subjects ;  and  to  avoid  the  Debates 

*  and  Troubles  that  might,  not  only,  arife  between  the 

*  two  Dukes*  but  amongft  their  Friends  and  Follow- 

*  ers,  the  Duke  of  Hereford  mould  be  banifhM  the 

*  Kingdom  for  ten  Years,  to  depart  on  or  before  the 

*  131b  of  Otfober  next,  upon  the  Penalty  of  incurring 

*  Treafon,  by  Authority  of  Parliament.    Alio  it  was 

*  ordained,  by  the  Authority  aforefa id,  under  the  fame 

*  Penalty,  tha:  the  Duke  of  Hereford  mould  not  come 

*  in  Company  with  the  Duke  of  Norfolk*  nor  with 

*  Thomas  Arundel,  Archbifhop  j  nor  fend  nor  caufe  to 

*  be  fent,  nor  receive  or  caufe  to  be  received,  any  Mef- 

*  fage  or  other  wife,  to  or  from  either  of  them/  As  to 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk*  it  was  decreed,  1  That  forafmuch 

*  as  he  had  confcfs*d  certain  Points  of  the  Accufation, 

*  before  the  King  at  Wndfory  on  the  29th  of  April 

*  which  he  had  denied  at  Ofivoidjiree,  on  the  23d  of  Feb. 

*  foregoing  ;  and  which  were  very  likely  to  breed  great 

*  Trouble  within  the  Kingdom  ;  the  King  defiling 

*  to  punifh  as  rightful  Lord,  all  fuch  as  were  the  Au- 
'  ihors  of  fuch  Troubles  and  Debates,  and  willing  alfo 

*  to  avoid  the  Occafion  of  them,  adjudged  and  ordain* 
■  ed,  by  the  fame  Advice,  Authority  and  Aflent  of 

*  Parliament,  that  Thomas  Duke  of  Norfolk  fliould  void 

*  the  Realm,  for  Term  of  Life,  and  that  he  ftiall  be 

*  out  of  the  Kingdom  by  the  20th  of  October  next 

*  coming,  to  reticle  in  Germany,  Bohemia,  and  H&nga- 

*  rjt,  and  other  Parts  of  Cbriflendomy  upon  Pain  to  in- 

*  cur  Treafon,  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  Further, 
!  that  he  ihould  not  come  into  the  Company  of  the 

«  Duke 
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*  Duke  of  Hereford,  nor  of  Thomas  Arundel,  nor  fend  k.  Richard  il 
4  or  receive  Meflages,  &c.  as  in  the  Cafe  of  the  other. 

*  And  it  was  like  wife  ordained,  by  the  fa  id  Authority, 

*  that  if  either  of  the  Dukes,  or  any  for  them,  do  pro-  The  Dukes  of 

*  cure  any  Thing  to  be  done  againlt  the  leaft  Point  in  Hereford  and 

*  this  Ordinance,  or  what  was  done  on  the  1 6th  of  SPd'to^h* 

*  Sept.  he  or  they  (hall  incur  the  Penalty  of  Treafon  ;  bid  Committee. 

*  as  if  it  had  been  done  againft  any  other  Ordinance  of 
4  the  Parliament,  begun  at  JVeflmlnJlcr  and  adjourned  to 

*  Shrewsbury.    Laftly,   if  they,   or  any  for  them, 

*  fliould  feek  for  any  Manner  of  Pardon  or  Licence,  to 

*  return  Home,  they  were  alfo  to  incur  the  fame  Penal- 

*  ty,  by  the  fame  Authority/ 

The  Duke  of  Hereford^  at  his  taking  Leave  of  the 
King  at  EUhanty  behaved  himfelf  fo  refpe£tfu!ly,  and 
bore  his  Sentence  with  fo  much  Unconcemednefs,  that 
bis  Majefly  was  then  pleafed  to  declare,  that  he  would 
abate  four  Years  of  his  Exile.  The  Duke  of  Norfolk^ 
in  great  Grief  and  Difcontent,  went  into  Germany ,  and 
from  thence  to  Venice*  where  not  long  after  he  died  ; 
unlamented  of  any,  either  at  Home  or  Abroad,  leaving 
the  Character  of  a  cruel,  falfe,  and  unconftant  Perforu 
Mr  3jtf7v/obferves,  that  the  Sentence  of  his  Banimment 
was  pronounced  on  the  very  Day  twelve  Month,  on 
which  the  Duke  of  Gkcefter  had,  by  his  Orders,  been 
murdered  at  Calais.  So  juft,  adds  he,  is  the  Divine 
Vengeance,  not  only  in  punifhing  ill  Actions,  but 
in  caufing  of  them  to  be  attended  with  fuch  Circumftan- 
ces,  that  the  World  may  take  Notice  of  them. 

But  to  return  to  the  Transitions  of  the  King  and 
his  Committee  of  Parliament,  On  the  r^-th  of  Oclober^ 
his  Majefty,  with  the  Dukes  of  Lancajler,  Tork,  Al- 
bemarle, Surry,  and  Exeter*  the  Marquefs  of  Dgrfety 
the  Earls  of  Marcby  Salijbury,  and  Gktefler,  John  Bufjey^ 
Henry  Green  and  John  Rujfely  Knights,  being  again 
aflembled  by  Virtue  of  the  Authority  to  them  commit- 
ted in  the  Parliament  at  Shrewsbury ,  made  certain  Or- 
dinances and  Statutes,  five  whereof  are  printed  in  the 
Statutes  at  Large  (e).  The  laft  of  thefe  relating,  only, 
to  our  Purpofe,  and  varying  fomewhat  from  the  Roll* 
wants  this  Addition,  viz,  *  The  King,  on  the' Day 

*  abovt- 

(0  Am  Beg,  Rich,  II,  as,   Cap,  zz< 
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CRiduttf  IL  *  above-mentioned,  by  the  A  Hen:  of  the  Lords  and 

*  Knights  of  Counties  afligned  by  Authority  of  Part  hi- 

*  ment,  doth  ordain  that  every  Perfon  that  procareth 

*  or  endeavoureth  ro  repeal  or  reverfe  any  of  the  Sta- 

*  rules  or  Ordinances  made  by  the  King  and  the  laid 
4  Committee,  and  that  being  duly  proved  in  Parlia- 

*  roent,   mail  be  adjudged  and  have  Execution  as  a 

*  Traitor  to  the  Kingdom  ;  in  like  Manner  as  they 

*  which  endeavour  or  procure  to  be  repealed  the  Statutes 

*  and  Ordinances  made  during  the  Time  of  the  Sitting 

*  of  the  (aid  Parliament/  Befides  this*  there  was  a 
Provifion  made,  for  their  greater  Security,  that  the 
Oath  of  every  Bifhcp,  at  his  receiving  his  Tempora- 
lities, and  of  every  Lay -Lord,  when  he  had  Livery  of 
his  Lands  and  Tenements  mould  be  enlarged  wi  " 
thefe  Additions :  That  of  the  Eifhops  was  as  follows 

You  Jball  Jwear,  that  well  and* truly  you  JhaU  hold* 
maintain,  and  Rand  to,  without  Fraud  or  Deceit*  all 
She  Statutes,  EJlablijhments,  Ordinances^  or  Judgments 
made  and  rendered  in  the  Parliament  fummoned  and 
begun  at  Weftminfter,  on  the  Monday  next  after  the 
Exaltation  of  Holy  Crofs,  in  the  Tear  of  the  Reign  of 
cur  Lord  King  Richard  II.  after  the  Conquefi,  Iwenty 
One,  and  from  theme  adjourned  to  Shrew  Ibury,  to  the 
Quindene  of  St  Hillary,  then  next  coming,  and  there 
ended.  And,  afo,  all  the  Statutes  and  Ordinances  wade 
after  the  fiud  Part  anient  by  the  King  and  Lords,  and 
Anights  of  Shires,  coming  for  the  Commons  to  that  Par- 
lament,  without  going  or  doing  to  the  contrary  of  any 
•  ef  them,  or  the  Dependents  on,  or  Parcel  of  them  ;  nor 
th<n  yau  will  ever  Repeal,  Revoke,  make  Void,  R  ever  ft y 
ar  Ann  .  I,  nor  ever  fuffer  them  to  be  Repealed,  Revolt* 
td,  Cafj'ated,  made  Void,  Rev cr fed,  or  Annulled,  fo  k 
as  you  live ;  faving,  to  the  King  Ms  Royalty^  Liber, 
and  Right  of  his  Crown. 

To  the  Oath  of  the  Temporal  Lords  was  this  Ad* 
dir.  ion, 

Ton  /hall  fix ear ,  that  you  will  never  fuffer  in  Time 
to  eomcn  any  Man  living  to  do  any  Thing  contrary  to 
any  of  the  Statutes,  F.fab!:Jhments,  Ordinances  and  Judg- 
ments abovefaid,  nor  any  Dependents  en,  or  Part  of 

tbem. 


i 


497 

them.  And,  if  any  one  Jo  do  and  be  thereof  duty  con-  K,  WatA 
vifiy  you  Jhall  uje  your  utmoji  Pcwer  and  DiUgettcey 
without  Fraud  or  Deceit,  to  pt  of?  cute  him  before  the 
King,  er  his  Heirs  Kings  of  England,  and  caufe  him  to 
have  Execution  as  an  High  Traitor  to  the  King  and 
Kingdom.  Saving  to  the  King  his  Regality,  Liberty, 
and  FJght  of  his  Crown. 

By  fuch  Means  as  thefe  d*d  this  Junfio  of  a  Parlia- 
ment fortify  themfeJves  in  their  ne  v  got  Power,  and 
endeavour  to  ratify  and  iranfinit  their  Proceedings  to 
all  Pofterity.  But,  by  driving  on  too  faft,  they  broke 
their  Reins,  and  in  a  very  ftiort  Space  brought  their 
unhappy  Governor,  as  well  as  them fe Ives,  to  utter  De- 
struction. 

About  Candlemas ,  in  the  next  Year,  1399,  died  Their  other  vio 
John  Duke  of  Lancojler,  the  King's  Uncle ;  who  had  *ent  a;  d 
juft  lived  to  fee  his  eldeft  Son  banffiVd,  and  have  a  Vole r* IWcdin&1' 
himfelf  in  the  Sentence  of  it.  By  the  Duke  s  Death* 
the  Title,  vaft  Eltate  and  Honours,  of  that  Branch  of 
the  Royal  Family,  ought  to  have  devolved  upon  Hcu- 
ry  Duke  of  Hereford  his  Son  \  but  the  King,  jealous  of 
fo  great  Power  in  lb  near  a  Relation,  took  Occafion 
to  prevent  it.  For,  on  the  8th  of  March,  following, 
the  Commilfioners,  that  had  the  Authority  of  Parlia- 
ment delegated  to  them,  met  again  at  Wtjlminfhr ; 
where  they  declared  that  Henry  Duke  of  Hertford,  af- 
ter the  Judgment  given  again  ft  him  at  Coventry,  had 
procured  Letters  Patents  from  the  King,  that,  during 
his  Abfence,  he  might,  by  his  Attorney,  fue  and  have 
Livery  of  any  Lands  descended  to  him,  and  have  his 
Homage  refpited  'till  his  Return  :  Thtfe  Letters  Pa- 
tents the  Commiflloners  declared  were  againft  Law  * 
wherefore  the  King,  by  the  Advice  and  Allen t  of  the 
faid  Committee,  revoked  thefe  Letceis  Patents,  as,  al- 
fo,  the  like  made  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk. 

This  was  the  largelt  Stride  that  ever  this  mifguided 
King  took  towards  his  own  DeftrucTion.  For  if,  on 
his  Uncle  of  Laneafterh  Death,  he  had  recalled  his  Son 
from  Banifhment,  and  had  rellored  him  to  his  natural 
Inheritance  and  Honours,  he  could  have  had  nn  Pre* 
tence  to  lay  Claim  to  any  higher  Titles.  Froljart^  the 
Hi  dorian-  of  thefe  Tunes,  is  intirely  o  f  this  Opini- 

Vol,  I,  O  q  on 
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on  (d) :  Another  French  Author,  but  of  a  much  late 
Date,  fays,  *  that  the  King  not  only  confiscated  all  th 

*  Duke  of  Hereford's  Eftate,  but,  by  a  Sentence  as  un 

*  juft  as  his  Baniihment,  made  it  perpetual  Wi 
doubt  that  our  latter  Frenchman  is  miftaken  in  this 
fi nee  we  have  not  met  with  this  Remark,  either  ii 
the  Abridgment  of  the  Records,  or  in  any  other  Hifto 
rian  whatfoever. 

It  is  true,  that  the  King  and  Committee  abovemen 
tioned  were  not  contented  with  what  they  had  don 
againft  the  prefent  Duke  of  Laneajler,  but  they  pro 
ceedei  moft  feverely  againft  one  Henry  Boweti 
Clerk,  (f),  who  had  been  his  Solicitor  in  this  BufineC 
For,  on  the  2  id  of  April  following*  being  then  ai 
fembled  at  IFmdfir^  he  was  brought  before  them  ;  an 
it  being  fhewn  to  the  King,  that  the  faid  Bowett  ha 
been  the  Contriver  and  Manager  of  the  Petition  upo 
which  the  Letters  Patents  had  been  granted,  he  wj 
alfo,  by  the  faid  Committee,  which  had  the  Author: 
ty  of -Pjiliament,  adjudged  a  Tra:tory  and  fentence 
to  be  banged,  drawn,  beheaded  and  quartered,  an 
all  his  Lands  and  Tenements,  Goods  and  Chatte 
to  he  forfeited.  But,  the  King,  becaufe  he  was  h 
Chaplain,  pardoned  the  Execution 'of  the  Judgmeni 
and  granted  him  his  Life,  but  bammed  him  the  King 
dom  for  e*  er.  On  the  fame  Day  Robert  Plrjb'ngfot 
Knight,  tho'  dead  before,  was  adjudged  a  Traitor  fc 
being  in  the  Ad  ion  with  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler  an 
the  two  Earls  aforefaid,  and  all  his  Caltles,  Manor 
Lands,  £j»V.  forfeited  to  the  King. 

And  now  did  the  King  and  the  Committee  of  Pai 
liament  go  on  with  unlimited  Power  to  commit  man 
arbitrary  and  unprecedented  Acts,  of  which  our  large 
Hiftoriaiii  take  fufliLient  Notice.  But,  it  is  fomewru 
remarkable,  that  all  the  Blame  is  'laid  fingly,  by  mo 
of  them,  on  the  King  himfelf ;  when  it  is  certain  ih; 
hi«  Coadjutors,  the  Deputies  of  Parliament,  ought  t 
bear  fome  of  the  Scandal  j  iince  they  mult  have  bee 
adviling  and  commenting  to  thefe  arbitrary  Edicts,  an 

11 
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fto  doubt  had  a  Share  in  the  blunder  collected  by  K,  Rithard  n> 
them. 

Butt  in  order  to  bring  this  unhappy  Monarch  to  his 
Cataftrophe,  and  to  declare  how  far  a  Ruliament  of 
England  had  a  Hand  in  it,  it  is  necefiary  to  mention 
fome  coincident  Circum fiances,  in  order  to  clear  it  up 
the  better  to  the  Reader. 

The  new  Duke  of  Lancajler,  who  was  more  irri- 
tated at  this  laft  Treatment  than  at  his  Bamftiment, 
was  then  In  France,  To  Him  the  di  Icon  ten  ted  Nobility 
and  Gentry  of  England  applied  tbemfelVes,  as  the  only 
Man  that  by  his  Birth,  Power  and  Popularly,  could 
redrefs  their  Grievances.  The  Duke  received  their 
Addrefles,  at  firfl\  very  (lightly  ;  but,  being  fettled,  at 
laft,  in  his  Resolutions  by  Tbomai  Arundel,  Archbtfhop 
of  Canterbury,  who  came  to  him  in  Difguife  for  that 
Purpofe,  he  determin'd  to  try  his  Fortune  in  England 
on  the  firft  Opportunity  (g). 

It  was  not  long  before  a  very  fair  one  offered ; 
for  an  Account  having  been  brought  to  Court  thai  Ra- 
ger  Earl  of  March,  the  King's  Lieutenant  in  Inland* 
had  been  there  ilain  by  the  Natives  ;  to  revenge  his 
Death  and  fubdue  the  Country,  the  King  levied  a  con- 
fid  era  ble  Force,  and  went  over  in  Perfon  with  them.  TJ)e  R?n  w 
Towards  which  Expedition,  atfo,  he  raifed  Money  by  to 
fevera!  undue  Ways,  taking  up  Carriages,  Victuals,  and 
other  NcceHaries  without  paying  for  them  ;  by  which, 
and  many  other  imprudent  and  rafli  Practices,  he  made 
him  felt"  and  Government  difagrceable  to  his  People. 

The  Duke  of  Lancajler  ^  taking  Advantage  of  KmgIn  wh,?f,  Ah_ 
Richard's    Abfence,    with  Thames  Arundel,  Archbi-  fence  the  Duke 
fliop  of  Canterbury,  the  Son  and  Heir  of  the  late  Eaflff^y^N* 
of  Arundel,  and  a  i'mall  Company  of  others        took SSfth*  *D 
Shipping  in  France  t  and  hovering  a  while  on  the  Eng-Qtwn. 
HJh  Coaft,   to  fpy  if  there  were  any  ready  to  refift 
them,  they,  at  length,  landed  at  Ravetjburg  in  Ibri- 

O  0  2  Jtkfk 

fl*J  See  the  Sprtch  that  the  ArchtifKop  is  UU  to  tave  rn*'e  to  the 
Duk*,  to  peiiwade  Uitn  to  this  Enteipiize,  in  Coll i  tn'-i  E~\tef.  jt.ji. 
Vol.  h  p.  605, 

{b)  Not  ciceeJing  twenty  Lances,  and  hii  whole  R'  ttrme  fintv  Ptt- 
•jia.    Sir  J.  UeywArd,  P.  6S.    j*tn.  Lift  e/Ricb.  li.  *».  i&i. 
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K.  Ricbrd  II  five  [t).  At  firft,  the  Duke  gave  out  that  he  came 
only  to  recover  his  own  Inheritance  j  but  finding 
himfelf  foon  joined  by  Henry  P/Vrvy,  Earl  of  Nor- 
thumberland* and  Henry,  named  Hotfpury  his  Son, 
Ralph  Earl  of  Ipyimoreland,  and  other  Lords,  and  an 
Arm?  of  60,000  Men,  he  altered  his  Tone,  and  bold- 
ly hid  Claim  to  the  Kingdom-  With  thefe  Forces  the 
Duke  made  a  fpeedy  March  to  Briflol,  befieged  the 
Caitle,  and  took  it  i  in  which  was  the  Earl  of  Wiltjhtre^ 
Lord  Treafurer,  Sir  John  Buffyy  and  Sir  Henry  Green 
{k)t  of  the  late  Junfia  of  Parliament,  who  the  next 
D  >s  by  the  Clamour  of  the  People,  and  without  any 
fu'thcr  rrocefe,  had  their  Heads  ftruck  off. 

The  Duke  of  York*  the  King's  Uncle,  who  was  left 
Guardun  of  the  Realm  in  his  Abfence,  with  feveral 
Bifhops,  Lords,  and  others,  of  the  King's  Council, 
confUted  wnat  to  do  in  this  Exigency,  but  could  come 
The  King  re-  to  no  Refolution  about  it.  In  the  mean  Time,  as  foon 
as  the  King  was  inform'd  in  Ireland  of  the  Duke's  Land- 
ing, he  fecured  his  Son«,  and  the  Sons  of  the  Duke  of 
Glocejter,  who  were  with  him,  in  Trim  CaJIk,  in  that 
Kingdom.  Then,  with  the  Dukes  of  Albemarle,  Ex- 
eiery  and  Surreyy  with  the  Bifhops  of  London*  Lincoln y 
and  CarliJJe*  and  many  others,  lie  took  Shipping  with 
all  Speed,  in  order  to  go  over  and  raife  fuch  a  Force  as 
mig^t  hinder  the  Duke's  Progrefs.  But,  on  his  Land- 
ing, w  hen  he  found  how  Matters  went,  and  that  the 
People  and  greater  Part  of  ihe  Lords  had  forfaken  him, 
and  were  gone  over  to  Duke  Henry*  he  laid  aiide  all 
Thoughts  of  Fighting,  and  even  difmifs'd  his  Family  ; 
giving  them  Notice,  by  Sir  Thomas  Piercyy  his  Steward, 
that  they  might  provide  for  and  relervethemfelves  for 
better  Times.  After  this,  the  King  fluffed  up  and 
down,  and  was  here  and  there  for  many  Days,  the 
Duke  following  him  with  his  Army ;  'till  at  laft  he  fix- 
ed at  the  Caitle  of  Conway,  in  lfalei%  from  whence  he 

lent 

('!  Now  tailed  Spurn-Head*  a  Promontory  on  the  HMtrntjs  Coaft. 
In  a  Charter  granted  to  one  Matthew  Datttberf,  a  Frier  Eremite,  who 
had  built  a  ChapeJ  there,  and  which  King  Henry  IV.  thought  fit  to  en- 
dow, with  fume  Sea-Ccialt  Revenues,  for  his  happy  Landing  at  that 
1'Jace,  it  is  called  RaveHjrrefjpourae  1  More  ancientry,  the  Ocilium 
I  *pmo*torti.'m  of  the  Rowattu  Aog,  Tom.  >iii  ,  P.  89. 

(Jr)  See  Lcfote,  P.  4^2, 
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fent  to  fpeak  with  the  ArchbUhop,  and  the  Earl  of  k,  Ridbrd  it, 
Northumberland.     They  immediately  waited  on  his 
Majefty,  to  whom  he  declared.  That  he  would  quit  his 
Government,  if  he  might  have  his  Life  fecuredy  and  an  ^J^^JjfyJj* 
honourable  Provifion  made  fir  himfelf  and  eight  Perfmil^   '  m£' 
that  he  Jhould  name.    This  being  granted  and  confirmed, 
the  King  went  to  Flint-  Caftle,  where  after  a  fhort  Con- 
ference with  the  Duke  of  Lancaflery  they  mounted 
their  Horfes  together,  and  rode  to  Chefler  that  Night  \ 
the  Duke's  numerous  Army  frill  following (/). 

At  Ckefier^  the  Write  of  Summons  were  ifllied  out, 
in  King  Richard's  Name,  for  a  Parliament  to  meet  on 
the  Morrow  of  St  Michael,  or  the  30th  of  September ,  He  is  committed 
dated  Auguft  r  9,  from  Chefier.    In  the  mean  Time,  the  £rifoDcr  1°.  the 
King  was"  brought  up  to  Lmdon>  and  fecured  in  the  PaX  melt  coSl 
Tower »  until  the  Parliament  fliouli  fit ;  and  aJl  the  meet. 
Inftruments  of  his  Cefiion,  Refignation,  and  Depofiti- 
on,  with  the  Articles  againft  him,  could  be  prepared* 

This  Method  of  Proceeding,  mo  ft  Authors  have  a- 
greed,  was  firft  propofed  in  Council  by  the  Duke  of 
Tsrh  in  order  to  fix  their  intended  Revolution  on  the 
fureft  Foundation,    He  argued,  *  That  King  Richard's 

*  Refignation  would  be  imputed  only  to  Fear,  and  his 

*  Deprivation  to  Force  ;  whereof  the  one  is  always  pi- 

*  tied  and  the  other  envied.    But,  if  both  concur,  and 

*  his  Defire  to  refign  be  equal  to  his  Merit  of  it,  then, 

*  fays  he,  it  will  appear  that  he  neither  is  expel] *d  his 
■  Kingdom  by  mere  Conftraint,  nor  quitted  it  without 

*  juft  Caufe.*   This  Advice  was  unanimoufl^  refolv'd 

upon, 

[!}P.  D'Orleant  $mt  the  Defection  wasfo  general,  that  even  the  King** 
favourite  little  Greyhound  left  him  to  fawn  upon  the  Duke  ;  1  Lvrs  qv*n': 
alloient  mutter  a  cbeval,  pour  prendre  enftmhle  It  chemin  tie  Loadrer, 
toie  ebofe  extraordinaire  attira  let  yeux  &  l"  attention  dt  tout  le  monde,  he 
Roy  avoit  un  beau  levrier,  P  bifid  re  n1  a  pat  dtdaigne  (Ten  cenferver  le 
nom  pour  la  rarete  du  fait  j  «  Coppelhit  Math,  &  etoit  dfjet  cbient 
qui  tte  connotjftm  W  ne  car  i£ Oft  que  itur  matt  re,  Cet  o.- 
twit  coufumt  Ae  chertber  te  Soy  farm  cent  antra,  dt  Lt*  dimeter,  Je 
attacker  a  luyt  n' cut  pat  plutot  apperceu  ie  Due,  quyil  vint  droit  a  luyt 
&  lny  Jit  tant  dt  corcjfet,  que  ce  Prince  en  fat  etonnc,  &  demanda  ce 
que  ctLt  Jignijioit.  Oft  un  Augore  aolfi  heureax  pour  vouj,  qu'il  m'eft 
tunefte,  rcpondit  Je  Roy  :  Ce  cbien  vous  careffe  comme  Roy  d'Angle- 
terre,  ct  m*  abandonne  comme  on  Roy  depofe.  Le  pronofiique  plut  au 
Due,  11  eareja  Ie  levrier,  qui  oub/iant  en  cette  occtfon  la  fdelitt  natu- 
rtlie  aux  cNejtt  pcur  prendre  I' ingratitude  da  bemrnts,  abandanna  un 
ntaitre  malbturtux,  pour  fuintre  un  honrne  q:tyil  vjyait  fpoorifc  de  la  firm 
tmt»  Revolution*  D"  jfrgUtcrrc,  T«M.  II.  p.  ti%. 
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K.  Richard  II.  upon,  and  guefling,  rightly,  that  the  unfortunate  Ki 
would  agree  to  any  Thing  they  would  have  him,  t 
Jnftrumcnk;  as  aforefcid,  were  got  ready  for  the  Purpofe. 

Notwithstanding  all  their  Care,  Duke  Henry  ai 
hii  Council  were  ibmewhat  puzzled  how  to  proceed 
in  this  great  Affair  on  another  Account ;  the  Archbi- 
ihori  of  Canterbury  having  objected,  that  the  Moment 
King  R k bard's  Renunciation  was  made,  and  his  Ceflion 
and  Dcpcfition  taken,  the  Parliament  would  be  abfolute- 
ly  difTolved,  Hereupon  it  was  thought  necellary,  as 
foon  a?  the  Parliament  was  met,  to  have  new  Writs  rea- 
dy to  iflue  out  for  calling  another.  Accordingly,  when 
the  aforefaid  Ceremony  was  over,  which  met  with  no 
Oppofition  from  the  unhappy  King,  frelh  Writs  came 
out,  dated  at  IVeJlminfter,  Sept,  30th,  to  the  Lords 
and  all  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgefles,  through 
out  England*  which  were  made  returnable  in  fix  Da 
which  is  call'd  Time  j  for  they  were  fummoned  to  meet  at  Wtfimm- 
in  Richard"!  fier  on  the  approaching  Feftival  of  St  Faith,  the  Vir- 
Name,  gin,  which  is  the  fixth  Day  of  Oilober  following ;  thefe 

double  Writs  being  ftili  extant,  on  Record,  to  prove  it. 
That  thefe  laft  were  the  very  fame  Members  that  came 
on  the  firir.  Summons,  tho'  called  in  Henrfs  Name,  ap- 
pears, alfo,  beyond  Contradiction,  by  the  Writs  for 
their  Wages  or  Expences,  which  Dr  Brady  has  taken 
Care  to  preferve  {m).  By  thefe  it  is  apparent  that  they 
were  dated  November  19th,  the  laft  Day  of  the  Parlia- 
ment's Sitting,  and  the  Members  were  allowed  their  Ex- 
pences for  fifty-one  Days,  beJides  the  Time  of  their 
coming  and  returning;  in  which  fifty -one  Days  the 
30th  of  September  muft  he  included,  and  all  the  reft  be- 
tween and  the  Feaft  of  St  Faith*  or  the  fixth  of  Oclaiber 
following  to  make  up  the. Number.  This  is  a  Piece  of 
State  Policy  not  thought  proper  to  be  taken  Notice 
pf  by  Tyrrel,  or  any  of  the  Writers  on  that  Side  of  the 
Queftion,  but  ought  not  to  be  omitted  by  an  impartial 
Hiftorian. 

The  Members  of  both  Houfes  being  come  up,  they 
met  in  a  very  pompous  and  unufual  Manner,  Sept.  30, 
1399,  in  the  Great  Hall  at  IVeJlminfer^  which  the 
unfortunate  King  had  juft  re-edified,  and  was  lump- 

tuouily 

(»)  BraJ/z  Appendix,  No.  1 14. 
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tuoufly  fet  off  on  this  Occafion.  At  the  upper  End  of  k.  Risfcud  if 
the  Hall  was  placed  a  Royal  Throne  or  Chair  of  State, 
which  was  empty,  and  near  it  the  Bifhops  in  Order ; 
on  the  other  Side,  fat  the  Lords  Temporal,  and  by 
them  the  whole  Body  of  the  Commons.  At  the  Head 
of  the  Lords  fat  the  Duke  of  Lane  after*  next  him  the 
Duke  of  York i  the  Dukes  of  Ake  narUy  Surrey*  and 
£xetert  with  the  Marquefs  of  Dorfet ;  after  them,  in  His  Charter, 
Order,  fat  the  Earls  of  Arundtle%  Norfolk*  March*  Staf- 
ford, Pembroke^  Saliffrvry*  and  Devotijhbe  •*  the  Earls 
of  Northumberland  and  JVeJlmor eland  did  not  lit  dawn, 
but  went  about,  from  Place  to  Place,  as  Occafion  re- 
quir'd  them  («). 

This  Piece  of  new  Pageantry  being  adjufted,  which 
Walfmgham  fays  was  abfque  Prafidente  quocunque  (o)*  a 
Committee  of  Bilhops,  Lords  and  Commons,  was 
appointed  to  go  to  King  Richard*  then  a  Pruoner  in 
the  Tower  of  London*  with  the  Infbruments  of  his  Re- 
nunciation and  Deposition  ready  drawn  up  for  that 
Purpofe. 

But  as  the  Proceedings  of  this  Second  Parliament,  if 
we  may  focall  it,  do  ftriftly  fpeaking  belong  to  the  next 
Reign,  we  think  this  a  Crifis  very  proper  to  conclude  our 
Firji  Fohme.  The  Character  of  this  King  is  heft  ieen 
by  his  Conduct  in  the  feveral  Stages  of  theie  Inquiries ; 
and  we  mall  only  fubjoin  what  two  Writers,  neither  of 
them  Friends  to  the  Prerogative,  have  left  concerning 
him, 

*  This  Prince  never  fhew'd.  himfdf  more  worthy  to 
£  govern  than  when  he  was  depofed  as  unworthy  of  it. 

*  For,  thereby  it  appeared,  that  his  Regal  State  was  not 
c  fo  dear  to  him  as  a  private  Life  j  which,  if  he  had 

*  been  fuffered  to  enjoy  quetly,  perhaps,  he  might  have 

*  rimmed  his  Days  more  happily  than  under  the  Toil 

*  and  Burthen  of  a  Crown  (jfrJ- 

*  It  is  obJ'ervable  thai  in  the  two  great  eft  Exigen- 

*  cies  of  this  Prince's  Lire  he  appeared  differing  from 

*  himfelf  j  one  in  the  Refignation  of  his  Crown,  the 

*  other  in  the  Lofs  of  his  Life.    The  hi  ft  he  did  With 

*  a  fteady  Calmnefs,  almoft,  above  the  Temper  of  a 

'  Man  i 

(w)  5f5w**s  Chronicle,  p.  315. 
(a)  Hift.  Atg.  P.  359. 
(/>)  Mr  Tyrrel  in  his  Hiftory  of  England, 
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K.  R«h»rd  II.  *  M*n  »  lnc  ^        a  Courage  equal  to  the  braveft. 

*  In  fmaller  Concerns  he  feemed  unfteady  and  amazed ; 
4  in  thefe  great  ones  firm  and  unconcerned.    But,  in 

*  thefe  Ex:remitiea  he  was  not  dogg'd  with  thofe  Fa- 

*  ▼ouritcs  and  Minifttrs  that  influenced  him  with  their 

*  Weaknefs,  and  fhook  his  Mind  with  iheir  Indiredtnefs ; 

*  making  not  unly  Their  Caufe  to  be  his  but  his  Nature 

*  theirs :  This  Teemed  juftified  by  his  Behaviour  in  thefe 

*  Iaft  and  p  eateft  Extremities ;  when,  acting  wholly 

*  for  him  felt,  he  en  tiled  him  lei  f*  atlaft,  to  his  Grand- 
'  father's  and  Father's  Courage  and  Virtue ;  what  they 

*  never  gave  him  Leave  to  appear  when  Living  (a). 


Taxes  in  this  King's  Time. 

IN  his  Firft  Year,  he  had  two  Fifteenths  without 
Cities  and  Boroughs,  and  two  Tenths  within  Cities 
and  Boroughs  Tor  two  Years  granted  him  :  And  in  the 
fame  Year  a  Poll- Tax  was  granted  for  the  War  againft 
Frame  (r). 

The  next  Yer.r,  the  former  Subfidy  of  Wool,  Lea- 
ther, and  Wool- fells,  was  granted  for  three  Years  i  al- 
fo  6  dt  in  the  Pound  on  all  Merchandize  imported  and 
exported  for  one  Year, 

In  his  Third  Year  the  Parliament  granted  to  the 
King  one  Fifteenth  and  a  half,  without  the  Cities  and 
Burghs,  and  one  Tenth  and  a  half  within  thofe  Places  j 
m:  the  Subfiles  on  Wool,  Leather,  and  Wool- fells 
for  one  Year  more. 

In  his  Fourth  Year  there  was  a  Capitation- Tax  of 
three  Groats  of  every  Perfon  of  the  Kingdom,  Male  or 
Female,  of  the  Age  of  Sixteen  Years,  of  what  State 
and  Condition  lbever,  except  Beggars,  This  was  gran- 
ted for  the  Expedition  into  Britain?  {s) :  But  occaiion'd 
an  Irifurrection  under  Wat*  Tyler  and  Jack  Straw, 

In  his  Fifth  Year  the  former  Subfidy  on  Wool  and 
Leather  was  farther  continued  for  Four  Years,  for  the 

AiHft- 

(y)  Reflexions  upon  the  Reigns  of  Ed<w.  II.  and  kicb*  II.  by 
Hrnonrable  Sir  Rokrt  Howard t  Oftavo,  Lend.  i&o,Q»    P.  Ifl. 

(r)  &rt™'t  Ahiidgmcnt, 
.     [s)  UtWngJbnJ,  Ccmrii  Totydire  Verpt. 
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A fli fiance  of  the  Portuguese j  and  the  fame  Year  a* 
*fentb  and  a  Fifteenth  was  granted  for  the  War  with 
France  (t). 

In  his  Seventh  Year  there  was  granted  Two  Half- 
Fifteenths  for  the  War.  The  fame  Year  the  Parlia- 
ment gave  the  King  the  Moiety  of  a  Tenth  and  a  Fif- 
teenth againft  Scotland  and  France  ;  and  afterwards  for 
the  fame  Purpofe  Two  Fifteenths. 

In  his  Ninth  Year  there  was  granted  for  the  Duke 
of  Lamqjlefs  Voyage  into  Spain*  for  the  fafe  Keeping 
of  the  Sea  and  Marches  of  Scot/and ;  a  full  Tenth  and 
Fifteenth  and  half  a  Tenth  and  Fifteenth.  The  Clergy 
alfo  granted  a  7>/tf£. 

In  his  Tenth  Year  the  Parliament  granted  Half  a 
Tenth  in  Spirituals,  and  half  a  Fifteenth  on  all  Temno- 
rals.  They  likewife  gave  him  of  every  Tan  of  Wine 
imported  or  exported,  three  Shillings ;  and  twelve  Penu 
on  every  Pound  of  Merchandize. 

In  his  Eleventh  Year  there  was  granted  Half  a  Tenth 
and  half  a  Fifteenth ;  and  alfo  a  Subfidy  upon  Leather, 
Wool,  and  Wool-fells. 

In  his  Twelfth  Year  there  was  granted  to  the  King 
half  a  Tenth  from  the  Clergy,  and  half  a  Fifteenth  from 
the  Laity  ;  in  order  to  carry  on  the  War  againft  Scot- 
land for  the  next  Year, 

In  his  Thirteenth  Year,  there  was  a  Subfidy  granted 
of  Forty  Shillings  on  every  Sack  of  Wool  j  of  which 
Ten  Shillings  mould  go  to  Jupply  the  King's  prefent  Oo 
cafion  ;  and  the  other  Thrty  Shillings  to  be  referved  in 
the  Hands  of  Commiflioners  appointed  by  Parliament, 
not  to  be  expended  unlefs  the  Neceflity  of  the  War  re- 
quired it. 

In  his  Fourteenth  Year  the  Parliament  granted  to  the 
King  one  half  Tenth  from  the  Clergy,  End  a  whole  Fif- 
teenth from  the  Laity. 

In  his  Fifteenth  Year  the  Lords  and  Commons  gran- 
ted to  the  King  half  a  Tenth  and  half  a  Fifteenth  ;  with 
one  other  whole  Tenth*  as  it  is  calT4  2nd  one  Fifteenth  t 
conditionally,  that  if  the  King  went  not  perfonally 
into  France  or  Scot/and  againft  his  Enemies,  or  that 

Peace 


(;)  Brady  tod  TjrrtJ, 
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Peace  was  made,  then  the  iaid  Subfidies  mould  remain 
to  be  employed  upon  the  fole  Defence  of  the  Realm. 

In  his  Sixteenth  Year,  they  gave  the  fame  Subfidy 
as  was  granted  in  the  Eleventh  Year  of  his  Reign,  for 
three  Years;  together  with  half  a  Tenth  and  half  a  Fif- 
teenth. 

In  his  Seventeenth  Year,  the  Commons  granted  the 
King  for  three  Years,  a  Subfiiy  upon  Wool,  WooJ- 
fells,  &c.  Three  Shillings  upon  every  Tun  of  "Wine, 
and  Twelve- Pente  upen  every  Pound  of  Merchandise  as 
in  the  Eleventh  Year  of  his  Reign  ;  fo  as  this  Money 
mould  only  be  employed  for  »he  Defence  of  the  Realm. 

The  Clergy  granted,  aKo,  a  full  Tenth,  if  the  King 
went  over  i  otherwifr,  only  half  a  7?*/ A. 

In  his  Eighteenth  Year  the  Clergy  gAve  a  Tenth,  and 
the  Commons  a  Fifteenth. 

In  his  Twentieth  Year  the  Parliament  granted  Twelve 
Pence  in  the  Pound  of  all  Merchandize  imported,  and 
Three  Shillings,  per  Pound,  on  every  Tun  of  Wine  for 
three  Years  to  come.  The  Clergy,  alfo,  gave  half  a 
Tenth  on  their  Temporalities. 

And  in  his  Twenty  Firft  Year,  the  King  had  granted 
him  the  Subfidy  on  Woo!,  Leather,  and  Woo]- fells, 
for  his  Life  j  with  one  whole  Tenth  and  Ffteenth,  and 
half  a  Tenth  and  Fifteenth.  But  this  extra  vagrant  Grant 
was  made  one  of  the  Articles  againft  this  unhappy 
Prince  in  the  fucceeding  Reign  (u). 

Towards  forming  ibme  Notion  of  the  Value  of  thefe 
Taxes,  take  the  following  Account  of 

The  Price  cf  Provisions  in  this  Reign* 

In  the  Year  1 579,  Wheat  was  fold  for  4  J.  a  Quar- 
ter ;  White  Wine  bd*  a  Gallon,  and  Red  4^.  (x). 
The  low  Price  of  Corn,  at  this  Time,  was  pleaded  by 
the  Commons,  againft  granting  a  Supply 

In  1382,  Wine  fold  for  4  L  a  Tun. 

In  1387,  Birley  was  fold  at  LeUejier  (z)  for  2  u 
a  Quarter,  and  Wheat  for  z  s.  Peafe  1  s.  Soot  1  s. 


f«)  S«  v<4,  it.  P.  10. 

fx)  Staxee's  Chronicle. 

(y  1  W<d.  , 
fx)  Hrxry  Kfyrbtm* 

fa)  Biflv'p  /ArttiW  cMIs  it  Sihghis,  and  adds,  he  know*  not  the 
Meaning  of  the  Word,  but  it  rouil  certainly  be  a  Mifbike  lor  Fuligtnit. 
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In  1390,   Wheat  fold  at  the  fame  Town,  for  k.  Richard  iu 
16  l  Sd.  for  14.    and  13^4^.  a  Quarter  j  Wool* 
on  account  of  a  Law  againft  the  Exportation  of  it,  fold 
for  3  s,  for  2    and  even  for  20  d*  a  Stone. 


The  END  of  the  First  Volume, 
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^{X^t/^y^^^  -       •fa*/* firsts  /^«** f4*m 

fir  frZt'/SffTtf/frnsv*,  (fane       /£p7n ^pt/si6<6 


h  *jJt*?*f  fidujtj,  Jiffi™        a^tfat  /JLe+e/?  . 


ff?vs.  ^t<*l?<r  *$/>G/lr  fyr/f 

llptf  ^>AA    ly/trr*)  9-/^A€*'T/<r*j 

ftP f l til  ah  r rJ '  t//CM**ii*'*t J/'h  iz  f/f&rXnraf  '/'/t* 

'ufa  <jr*C-3rz 


•  Why  A>  vAfc^Co  far.    t~*fc^*~<p  -  s 

fici^  9***'^  t*1*9^  y<**^       y  cj^^, 
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*  Ht<ft>k~4Jz  Jiff.  '  , 


